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2019 Annual State Meeting News
by Justin Rhodes

President BMA of Mississippi
The BMA of Mississippi will meet on Tuesday, October 22, 2019

at Big Creek Baptist Church in Soso. Big Creek is excited and
looking forward to hosting our annual meeting
this year, and we hope and pray that you will join
us. Anyone and everyone is encouraged to attend,
and each church that comprises the BMA of MS
can have three messengers to represent their
individual church during the business sessions
of the association. Please see the schedule (also
printed in this edition of the paper) for the full
details of meetings, reports, and times.

I am excited about our theme for this year’s
meeting: THE LIVING AND POWERFUL WORD
OF GOD. Our theme verse will be Hebrews 4:12 which states, “For
the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.” I look forward to sharing this
theme with you during the President’s message.

I am including the contact info for a few of the hotels in Laurel
that you might consider when making accommodations:

Hampton Inn & Suites, 601-399-0659
Holiday Inn Express & Suites, 601-425-1804
Best Western Laurel, 601-425-4455
These hotels are listed for your convenience, but each person is

responsible for their own reservations and rooms if needed.
I look forward to seeing you at the meeting. If you have any

questions concerning the meeting this year, please don’t hesitate
to contact me @ (601)498-6692 or pastorjustinrhodes@yahoo.com.

Justin Rhodes

See 2019 Meeting Schedule on page 8

Medical Missions in the Jungles of Peru

Angela Rice on recent BMMI trip to Peru with
 Pastor Paul Tinoco and village chief

by Angela Rice
BMA of America

The Mighty Jungle
There are no words to describe

the beauty of it. As we traveled
the Tambo River, I took a multi-
tude of pictures, none of which
truly captured the beauty of this
place.

But the greater beauty came
when we docked the boat and
moved into the trees where the
most beautiful people are found.
You can’t see the villages from
the river, but nestled behind
the stunning trees, there is life.

The most recent Baptist
Medical Missions International
(BMMI) trip was to Peru in Au-
gust. For the third year in a row,
BMMI was invited there to set
up four medical clinics in two
new villages. In addition to
making many new friends, we
saw almost 500 patients with
111 professing Christ as their
Savior.

But it’s not easy to get to the
Ashaninkas. It takes three days

to get there by
plane, vans, and
a long boat ride.
But the travel is
worth it because
God is doing
amazing things
in this area,
mostly due to
the relation-
ships Pastor
Paul Tinoco has
built with the
village chiefs.

On our first
visit three years
ago, we were not
sure how we
would be re-
ceived, but we
were welcomed
and invited back. Since that
visit, the tribes have been meet-
ing about planting the first
church in this area, which is
what Pastor Paul prays for.

It has been such a blessing
for BMMI to be able to work
alongside our national mission-
aries and help open doors for

them. That is what BMMI medi-
cal clinics do:  Open doors so
that more people can hear the
saving message of Jesus. To God
be the glory for what He is doing
in the jungle of Peru.

Please pray with us for the
Ashaninkan Indian tribes.

A Talk With Dr. Charley Holmes About BMA Literature
by Editor Don Brown

Dr. Charley Holmes, Presi-
dent of BMA Theological Semi-
nary was asked to serve as in-
terim director of DiscipleGuide
for the purpose of providing lead-
ership in the area of literature
for the BMA of America. The
literature division has changed
dramatically in the last few
years. It has seen a reduction in
the number of class groups
served. DiscipleGuide had
stopped producing some of our
literature and there was a re-
duction in the number of

churches ordering our Sunday
School curriculum.

Dr. Holmes was recently the
speaker for revival services at
my home church, First Baptist
Church of Shady Grove in Lau-
rel. This afforded me the oppor-
tunity to sit down with him and
ask about this recently acquired
position. We also talked about
the ministry of the BMA Semi-
nary.

I asked Dr. Holmes a series of
questions and hope our readers
will read his answers. Dr.
Holmes has a heart for every
area of the BMA work and takes

this new challenge seriously.

Editor: You were elected as di-
rector of our publications at the
2019 annual meeting of the BMA
of America.
Could you
share what
your immedi-
ate goals
were for this
ministry?
Holmes: We
are making
progress and
our first goal
was to stabi-

lize the finances and the num-
ber of orders for our literature.
The Summer orders were stable
and Fall orders have seen their
first increase in 8 years. They
are up about 10%.

Editor: What is the current fi-
nancial condition of Publica-
tions?
Holmes: Our finances have sta-
bilized. In the past we suffered a
drop of about 40% in orders when
we dropped our children’s lit-
erature. We are hoping to see an
increase of all of our sales with
our new format and the resump-

tion of providing quality litera-
ture for the children’s classes.

Editor: What has been the re-
ception to the new literature
and the new format?
Holmes: The reception has been
positive from our churches. It is
fresh material in a new format.
The books are larger due to more
content.  Several have com-
mented on the Teacher Helps.
The book is designed with the
Sunday School teacher in mind.
The two books are designed to
complement each other and to
help the teacher be a better
teacher. The new literature
should be easy to use and is

Dr. Charley Holmes continued on page 6
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I am grateful for the opportunity to
serve as your State Missions Director. I
am getting ready to start my 9th year
and I am just as excited as the first day
in this position. Why? Because God is
still blessing us and the opportunities
are as great as they have ever been.

In the past 8 years, we have organized
9 new churches. Back then, we also be-
gan some initiatives that would help the
missionary pastor remain with the
church long term. We believe these are
Bible based and Holy Spirit led. As a
result, we have only had one missionary
leave the church he founded and even
that was two years after it organized.

These are what  I would refer to as
infrastructure changes that will result
in healthier churches in the long run.
These changes have also incentivized
our missions to begin and continue to
participate in the state association
through their giving and activity.

We currently have 11 church planting
projects ongoing and all of our missions
have reported professions of faith & bap-
tisms this year. Most of them are show-
ing numerical and financial growth, as
well.

We have added 3 new missionaries in
the current year and hope to add 2 more
before Spring. The most recent addition
is Bro. Josh Daniels, who began 1 Sep-
tember  and he’ll be planting in the Kiln
area of Hancock County.

I want  to thank you for your General
and Targeted support to our State mis-
sionaries.

We just recently completed our An-
nual Audit and for the 8th year in a row,
we have operated within our means and
have received another Unmodified Opin-
ion from our auditors.  Even though this
past year we had fewer missionaries we
were supporting full time, our efficiency
remained on average at 90% or higher.
That means that 90% of everything we
received, went out the door to our mis-
sionaries. This year, we anticipate that
figure going to 95% and we are well on
our way, to 100% of every missions dollar
we receive, going out to our missionar-
ies.

Through a coordinated effort with our
Revolving Loan Fund and through the
generosity of our churches, our mission-
aries are able to purchase property and
gain a permanent influence, much faster
than in the past. This creates momen-
tum that has served us well.

Other infrastructure changes, in-
cluded the re-organization of our His-
panic and African American programs,
under the leadership of Bro. Estuardo
Marroquin and Bro. Ed Duvall.  Both are
doing an outstanding job and each year
we see progress. In addition, we created
an opportunity for former missionaries
to serve as Missionary Coaches.
Bro.Sydney Farmer is currently serving
in this capacity and is doing an out-
standing job!

The bottom line is that thanks to God’s
blessing and your support, our State
Missions program continues to do well.
We have not wavered from our commit-
ment to these four simple principles
found in God’s Word:

1-Our Mandate is the Word of God.
2-Our Message is the Gospel.
3-Our Method is Preaching.
4-Our Means is the Churches.
We will continue to do everything in

our power to reach the 1.4 million lost or
unchurched people in the State of Mis-
sissippi with the Gospel Message, dis-
ciple them and assimilate them through
scriptural baptism into a local body of
believers, and grow that local body of
believers until she is ready to take her
place among the family of churches that
make up the Baptist Missionary Asso-
ciation of Mississippi.

The mandate of the Missions Depart-
ment does not end with church planting.
We are also responsible for providing
resources to help stabilize and strengthen
our existing churches. This is referred
to, by the Association, as Church Minis-
try.

The greatest need that is requested of
us, is a recommendation of a person who
can fill the pulpit when a church is with-
out a pastor. To address this need, we
have recently begun to build a list of
older, more seasoned preachers, who have
served our churches and association well,
who can respond on a moment’s notice
and help those churches in their time of
need.

While they are not likely to become
candidates for pastoring the church, they
are more than able to provide wisdom
and counsel should the church desire it.
Our list is growing and we encourage
churches in need to give us a call.

Helping our existing churches is criti-
cal, and strengthening their confidence
in us, as a resource, is vital. Please help
us get this word out.

Our association does not consist of a
large number of churches (only approx.
190 across the state). Nevertheless, even
among this small group, there is tremen-
dous diversity. Yet, what brings us to-
gether in a single, common bond is the
desire to fulfill the Commission given to
us by the Lord, to carry the Gospel into
all the world.  I love our churches. I love
our work. I love our missionaries and I
thank you for the opportunity to serve.

Report from Redemption Baptist
Mission at Diamondhead -
Bro. Wesley Martin

Greetings from Redemption Baptist
Mission. After a long summer of remod-
eling our new building, we are almost
done. We have given notice to our land-
lord that this will be our last month in
the current building. Our people are ex-
cited about the work and are working
hard to finish the last few projects before
we move in. We have already seen inter-
est from the new location. We have had
families visit recently who saw our ‘Com-
ing Soon’ banners. The Lord has contin-
ued to bless us,as we work to fulfill the
Great Commission. We continue to see
good attendance each week. I’m thank-
ful for what God has already done and
look forward to what He is going to do.
Thank you for your support. Without the
churches, we could not do the work.

Report from Canaan Baptist Mission
at Wayneboro - Bro. Jason Howard

Canaan Baptist Mission continues to
experience God's blessings. On Sunday,
September 1st we began Sunday School.

Our members desired it and were ex-
cited to begin. At this time we are using
last quarterly material provided to us by
Canaan Missionary Baptist Church.
Presently, we still have 13 members who
are present every time the doors are

open. Previously, we had been collecting
a separate offering for missions. How-
ever, we decided to give 10% of our
monthly collections to the State work. I
plan to up that to 15% by giving an
additional amount at our local associa-
tion. We desire to be a mission minded
church from the beginning! We also have
a great prospect for a permanent loca-
tion. We continue to reach out into the
community and invite. We are also re-
questing work funds to fund a mail out
that will reach nearly 1,500 people. Please
continue to pray for us!

Report from Salt Light Baptist
Mission at Waveland -
Bro. Johnny Williams

Salt Light Baptist Mission has been
busy canvassing our neighborhood to
meet and invite people to a block party
on the 14th at 4:00 pm. Campground
Baptist is helping with our efforts to
pass out invitations and all the supplies
for the cookout. We're looking forward to
making new prospects.

Also, we got our sound system set up
this past week and it sounds great in the
sanctuary. Big “Thank you!” to Ever-
green Baptist Church in Seminary for
the equipment and to David Dobson for
setting it up. Sunday morning atten-
dance continues to grow and we're hav-
ing visitors each week. We also had two
come forward on profession of faith and
as candidates for Baptism! Praise the
Lord for His goodness towards us. It's all
Him!

Report from Midway Baptist in
Batesville - Dr. Kenneth Pollock

Greetings from North Mississippi and
Midway Baptist Mission. The joyous task
of proclaiming the gospel of Christ in the
Batesville/Oxford area continues day by
day. The members of Midway recognize
that the responsibility for reaching out
to the surrounding communities is not
just a job for the pastor, but for them-
selves also. People in the area know
about our work and ministry, and some
of them will eventually, at least visit one
of our services. Just about everyone in a
hundred square miles surrounding our
church building has been contacted once
and many multiple times. Three out of
ten state that they are involved in church
somewhere; the other seven show very

First Sunday School class at Canaan Baptist
Mission in Waynesboro

continued on page 3
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MINISTERING TO YOUNG PEOPLE
by Anders Lee

It’s Popular to be LGBTQ!

In our school district is not an
exaggeration to say “It is popu-
lar to be LGBTQ!” Any teacher
would tell you this.

At school they hear that they
are to use cautious sensitivity
and at church they hear clear

standards and truth from the
Word of God. Naturally the con-
flict between the two institu-
tions in their minds has to be
solved - so there have been a lot
of questions from our youth.
That’s understandable given the
fact that their minds are being
loaded with information.

So how do we handle this is-
sue in the context of our
churches and in particular in
our youth groups? Let me admit
that I cannot begin to fully ad-
dress this subject in one article,
so my thoughts are not exhaus-
tive, but here are some points.

We cannot ignore it!
The LGBTQ movement is

motivated to claim our culture!
They are passionately pugna-
cious!!! Have you noticed? If we
ignore it we will get run over or
passed up like an 80 year old
Grandma trying to drive 45
MPH through Jackson metro in
a 1978 Ford Fairmont. No, we
have to be as aggressive on this

The times have drastically
changed. When I was a teen-
ager in south Mississippi in the
80’s, it was taboo to talk about
the promiscuity of the youth
around us or the fact that one of
them was “expecting.” Today,
teens use sexual terms openly
in every day conversations. One
thing is abundantly clear in
their dialogue. It’s very popular
to be gay or a lesbian, bi-sexual,
transgender, or questioning.

Our youth and college stu-

dents today are facing an un-
precedented effort by liberal
news agencies, social media, and
their circle of friends to embrace
the LGBTQ movement. They are
being indoctrinated by the pub-
lic on a massive scale. This ef-
fort is invading the local church.

Here in Desoto County in the
last month, Gracewood Baptist
Church in Southaven ended up
on the Memphis news when the
pastor refused to marry 2 lesbi-

ans. One of them grew up in the
church and is the daughter of
the chairman of deacons at the
church. The two went to the
news and made it their personal
agenda to lambast the church
and the pastor. The church has
been under attack from without
and within.

Saints QB Drew Brees, who
is very outspoken about his
faith, recently put out a video
advising teens to “Bring Your
Bible to School” and be open
about your faith. Immediately

the LGBTQ group hit the
internet saying he was a part of
a hate group and was a bigot!

Youth in our church here at
Central are taught in the Desoto
County school district not to
“bully” others and the teachers
have to include in the conversa-
tion that they must use sensi-
tivity towards the LGBTQ group
and not bully them. This group
is steadily growing in our midst.

agenda and others like this hot
button issue, or our silence will
be loudly heard by our youth.
We can’t afford to be apathetic!

We cannot simply state from
the pulpit that it’s wrong.

Should we state it’s wrong?
Yes, of course! But this genera-
tion craves facts! They are use
to a high volume of information
from multiple sources at once.
They want more than “it’s
wrong.” As we have stated, they
are being saturated by the me-
dia with justifications of sin and
tolerance. The indoctrination
process of the far left is impres-
sive and well-orchestrated. If we
only say it is wrong, we come
over as simpletons and they will
tend to trust those who seem to
be more educated on the issue.
We need to thoroughly and ex-
egetically deal with the issue
from the Word of God! It doesn’t
help the cause to simple get red
faced, spit and holler, wave our
handkerchiefs and say it’s wrong
from the pulpit and the old dea-
con say, “Amen!” I know many
college students and older teens
who appreciate and value infor-
mative apologetics! Which leads
me to the next point…

We must be well
informed to deal with it.

If we are going to know how to
teach our kids, we need to know
what they are hearing and be-
ing exposed to from the other
side. Three examples of what
our teens hear and see out there.
There is more… trust me…

One, they are being taught
that those who do not agree with
the LGBTQ people, are “ho-
mophobic.” That we (the far
right, conservative Christians)
actually hate their group. We
don’t hate them, we disagree
with them. The Gospel itself will
not allow us to hate those in sin.
Our youth need to hear that
disagreeing on principles does
not translate into hatred.

Two, they are being taught
that those who are not tolerant
are “bigots.” In doing so, they
have aligned “sexual preference”
with racial discrimination. They
do so because they are teaching
kids that homosexuality is not a
choice (like race) but it is he-
reditary, that there is a “gay”
gene in the human race. They
also liken the far right with the
“old south” mentality and “back-

woods uneducated religion.”
Three, the LGBTQ movement

has taken bible passages and
fully explained what “God re-
ally meant.” For example, they
say God didn’t destroy Sodom
and Gomorrah because homo-
sexuality itself was wrong, but
because sexual indulgence with
multiple partners was wrong
and this was rampant in those
cities. They further say that God
is okay with a monogamous ho-
mosexual relationship. There
are multiple sources on the
internet which “dismantle tra-
ditional viewpoints” of bible pas-
sages that teach against homo-
sexuality. Of course we know
their interpretations are erro-
neous!

All of this and more is out
there… so get informed and be
ready to give an answer!!!

We must allow our teens to
ask questions and establish
an open dialogue with them.

Recently I saw on a Facebook
page where a youth sponsor was
bragging that this type of dis-
cussion was “shut down” and
they wouldn’t “stand for that”
in their youth group. Listen
folks… we should WANT our
teens to discuss it with us since
we know the TRUTH! Not al-
lowing discussion or not having
an open dialogue on subjects
like this in our youth groups
pushes them away from us and
leaves them getting their infor-
mation from faulty sources! Per-
haps this person wasn’t in-
formed enough and felt threat-
ened by the youth who were.

It’s our job to disciple them
and equip their parents to
help them in this culture.

Discipleship isn’t just teach-
ing them the Gospel, how to
pray, what baptism means, what
their spiritual gift is… etc… It’s
teaching and training them how
their Christianity translates
into this culture and confronts
the culture. It’s helping them
see that Christ in them delivers
them from the erroneous seg-
ments of their culture. It’s equip-
ping them to engage their cul-
ture! We can’t fail them in this
generation! It’s our day to stand
and disciple them and prepare
them for the dark future ahead
of them! (Sorry for all the excla-
mation points. Mrs. Kellar
taught me better, but it’s how I
feel).

I hope the youth groups of the
BMA will not shy away from
this battle… because it is a battle
we cannot afford to lose!
Lee is a church planter in
Southhaven, Mississippi. He is a
pastor and former youth minister
and may be contacted at
anders.lee571@gmail.com

Anders Lee

I hope the youth groups of the BMA will
not shy away from this battle… because
it is a battle we cannot afford to lose!

little interest in church. It is
sad that so many seem to be too
busy to give consideration to
spiritual matters, but we are
not going to give up. We can’t
change them, but we can share
the love of Christ with them and
afford them an opportunity for
change. We will continue reach-
ing out to them and praying for
them. In the effort to be more
effective in a soul winning min-
istry and discipleship training,
we’ll be using the DiscipleWay
course, beginning in October.
Please continue to pray for us as
we seek to obey the great com-
mission given in Matthew 28:19-
20.

Report from Homestretch at
Cleveland - Bro. Ed Duvall

HomeStretch has seen a lot of
changes these past months.
There has been a lot of pruning,
but there has been some amaz-
ing growth. We have started a

discipleship study on Wednes-
day night (ABC's of Christian
Growth).  The study has grown
to ten adults and is continuing
to grow. The Lord has restored
to me the joy of teaching and
preaching. I enjoy teaching
those who have a desire for
learning. We are rebuilding and
I am excited to do things a bit
differently than when I first
started our work. Our youth
have been doing this study for
six months now.

Hispanic Missions Report -
Bro Estuardo Marroquin

The month of August was a
tremendous month in the His-
panic missions, sharing the gos-
pel, reaching the lost with the
gospel of our Lord Jesus.

El Camino Mission Biloxi re-
ports 15 in worship services on
Sundays and two new families
start to attend the meetings.

Bro. Lucas Gomez at Canton,
Mississippi, reports an average
of 14 people in Sunday school
attendance, one person saved,
and one addition by baptism.

Currently, they are meeting in
Bro. Lucas’ home. The space is
small for the meetings and they
are praying to find a new loca-
tion to move the Hispanic mis-
sion.

Bro. Leo Adan reports good
news from El Camino Mission
at Hattiesburg. They report nine
people accepted Christ as a per-
sonal savior and four additions
by baptism. On Sundays m, they
have an average of 48 in Sunday
School and worship service. Bro.
Leo continues to develop his plan
and is training leaders in the
Hattiesburg mission.

El Camino Hispanic Church
at Laurel reports 120 in wor-
ship service, 10 people accepted
Christ as their personal savior
and seven additions by baptism.

On September 7 Hattiesburg
Hispanic missions hosted the
Hispanic Association Meeting
“Nueva Esperanza”. Over 100
people attended this important
association meeting and Pastor
Marciano Montalvo was the

Missions
from page 2

continued on page 8
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Letters From
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Letters reflect the opinion of the
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Reader Takes Issue
With Recent Article
Dear Editor,

I want to respond to the ar-
ticle in the September 1, 2019
issue of the Mississippi Baptist.
The letter was on page 8 with
the title, “15 Reasons Why Your
Pastor should Not Visit Much”.

I have heard all these rea-
sons for years and I disagree. I
don’t believe it to be scriptural
even if a membership was doing
all the visiting. The pastor needs
to visit because he is saved.

I began pastoring in 1975 and
I’ve enjoyed a wonderful 40 plus
years and I saw a lot of folk. The
churches grew and gave.

Check the records (of)
Clearview, Simpson County
from 1975 -82; Trinity, Rankin
County 1982-86; Missions De-
partment 1986-89; Lebanon,
Jones County 1989-2006; and
Berean, Jones County 2006-
2010. Check their giving.

I tried to see people because
my heroes saw people and my
Savior saw people.

In His Service,
Harold Floyd

Kelly Ross

Laurel Country Club
2011 Highway 84 W, Laurel, Mississippi 39440

Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 7:30 AM – 6 PM
Call 601-426-3293 To Register

Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at 7:30 AM – 6 PM
Hosted by Southeastern Baptist College Athletics

Golf Tournament
The Southeastern Baptist College Golf Tournament will be held at

the Laurel Country Club on Wednesday, September 25, 2019. Pro-
ceeds will go toward SBC Scholarship fund. This tournament will be a
4-man scramble.

SPONSORSHIPS
Super Charger Sponsor $5,000 - Includes 8 Players and 2 Hole Sign
Gold Sponsor $1,000 - Includes 4 players and 2 Hole Sign
Silver Sponsor $500 - Includes 4 players and 1 Hole sign
Team Sponsor $400 - Includes 4 players
Individual Player - $100
Mulligans $5 each

See ad below for more information.

Depression and Suicide in the Church
by Kelly Ross, LCSW

Depression and suicide
among Christians seems to be a
topic that most churches and
church goers fail to address.
Most people in today's society
know of someone, either related
or by association, who has at-
tempted or completed suicide.
These events tend to leave com-
munities devastated and reel-
ing.  People have a difficult time
understanding why a person
would end their life and they
are left with tremendous
guilt thinking they, “should
have known.”  Today's
churches need to educate
and support their members
regarding the warning
signs of depression and sui-
cide. This is not an issue
reserved for those who,
“aren't praying enough,” or
who, “don't have enough
faith.”  This is an issue for
everyone.

The Bible gives us examples
of how even extremely dedicated
and committed people of God
can fall victim to depression and
suicidal thoughts.  Job is an
obvious example of someone who
finds themselves falling victim

to depression after a series of
traumatic events.  In Job 30:16-
26, He expresses his feelings of
depression and lack of joy in his
life. He described feeling great
pain and isolation. Jonah was
another man of God who be-
came angry, depressed and
wished for death (Jonah 4:3).
Naomi, from the book of Ruth,
fell into depression following the
death of her husband and her
two sons (Ruth 1: 20-21).  In
each of these instances these

people were faithful followers of
God, yet they succumbed to de-
pression and suicidal thoughts.
Depression does not discrimi-
nate and can affect anyone.

According to the Center for
Disease Control suicide is the

10th leading cause
of death in the
United States for
all ages.  Depres-
sion also affects
between 20% to
25% of Americans
of ages 18 and
older.  Statisti-
cally, females are more likely to
have suicidal thoughts and at-
tempts than males. However,
males are more likely to be suc-
cessful at a suicide attempt than

females.
There are some individu-

als at a higher risk of sui-
cide than others.  Those
individuals with a history
of abuse, trauma, loss of a
loved one to a suicide, or a
history of suicide attempts,
themselves fall into this
category.  Individuals with
chronic pain, serious
health issues or a terminal
illness are also at a higher

risk to harm themselves. People
who have anger issues, impul-
sive behavior, or substance
abuse/addiction issues could
also be at a higher risk for sui-
cidal behavior.

Warning Signs
of Suicidal Behavior:

There are numerous warn-
ing signs that can help alert
friends and family that a loved
one is in emotional distress.

Loss of Pleasure:  Previous
hobbies, activities, places, and
people no longer appeal.

Feelings of Hopelessness:
They are unable to see the posi-
tive in any situation, they be-
lieve things/situations are hor-
rible and there is no way to “fix”
things.

Believe They are a Bur-
den:  they make statements re-
garding they are a burden on
their family and friends.  They
express that people would be,
“better off without them.” Try-
ing to give away possessions or,
“get their affairs in order.”

Increase in Alcohol and/or
Drug use:  They may begin to
use/abuse drugs and alcohol in
an attempt to help them cope
with their emotions and
thoughts.

Mood Swings:  They may
become more anxious, depressed
and or strike out in anger.

Behavior Changes:  There
may be changes in personality
and appearance. They may also
become more withdrawn and/or
isolate from others. Their sleep
patterns may also change with
either an increase or a decrease.

Other changes in behavior
could be engaging in dangerous
or self harming behavior.

This list is by no means ex-
haustive, however it can give
you some insight into signs a
loved one is struggling with de-
pression and/or suicidal
thoughts.  If you know of anyone
exhibiting these warning signs
there are some things you can
do to help them. If you notice a
change in someone you care for,
the best thing to do is to ASK!
Do not be afraid to ask what
they are dealing with in their
life. Sometimes people are just
waiting on someone to show they
care.  Encouraging the person
to seek professional help
through local mental health ser-
vices can be effective. Offering
support and encouragement as
they face their issues and being
with them through the process
is helpful.  Speaking to your
pastor and enlisting the sup-
port of the church throughout
this time will help form a solid
social network for the suffering
individual. Be alert to the signs,
reach out and tell someone if
you are fearful for their safety.

Above all, pray that God
would intervene in their lives
and restore their mental health.

Kelly Ross is a licensed clini-
cal social worker in private prac-
tice. Her emphasis is in per-
sonal Christian counseling. She
and her family are members of
Central Baptist Church in
Southaven. Note: She is also
the editor’s daughter.

 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence
cometh my help.  My help cometh from the LORD,

which made heaven and earth.   Psalm 121:1:2
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Southeastern Baptist College Serving Christ
With A Biblical World View
In A Christian Atmosphere

Dr. Scott Carson
President

President’s Perspective
“Two are better than one; be-

cause they have a good reward
for their labour. For if they fall,
the one will lift up his fellow:
but woe to him that is alone
when he falleth; for he hath not
another to help him up. Again,
if two lie together, then they
have heat: but how can one be
warm alone? And if one prevail
against him, two shall with-
stand him; and a threefold cord
is not quickly broken.”

When I was a child, maybe
six or seven years old, I lived
with my family on the shores of
Lake Kampeska near
Watertown, South Dakota.
There were many children in
my neighborhood living by the
lake. The children often played
kick-the-can, softball, cowboys
and Indians, hide and go seek,
and one game called “Red
Rover”.

This game called for two
teams of kids to line up opposite
each other. Then one team calls
out, “Red rover, red rover, send
(player’s name) on over!” The
person called runs to the other
line and attempts to break the
chain that was formed by the
linking of hands. I was always
deemed too small to play. My

older siblings and their friends
would have a great time playing
while I ea-
gerly watched
on the sideline
yearning to
participate.

One par-
ticular sum-
mer evening, I
begged and
begged to be
allowed to
play. It was a
huge risk by the accepting team,
but they finally took me as a
player. I was sternly instructed
to never let go no matter if the
biggest, baddest kid on the block
attacked my linked hands. I took
this to heart and, having never
been allowed to play before,
knew I would never be allowed
again if I were to let go and lose
the game for our team. So, I
stepped up to the line, joined
hands with great determination
and guess what, the biggest,
baddest kid was called and he
targeted the weakest link in the
chain… me! Pow! He hit my left
arm at full force. I screamed out
in pain as my muscles tore, but
I did not let go. I was told later
that many of the teenagers
shouted approvals for my hav-

Tuesday Talks
Each Tuesday evening, we

bring the student body together
for a meal and a spiritual les-
son. We invite churches and
ministries to sponsor a Tuesday
Talk by providing a nutritious
catered meal with a person
bringing the spiritual 15-minute
lesson. This program was a huge
success last year and we already
have three churches signed up
for this important ministry. Pine
Ridge Baptist Church of Lau-
rel, First Baptist Church of

ing not let go. But, all I remem-
bered was, with tears in my eyes,
screaming out that I thought
my arm was broken! I was taken
home by my sisters and soon my
mother had me in the car on our
way to the emergency room. The
x-ray revealed no break. I had to
keep my arm in a sling for many
days in order for my muscles to
heal.

From then on I could always
boast of my having helped us
win with my sheer determina-
tion, no matter what came at
me, so that I would not let my
teammates down.

I believe the time is coming,
and much sooner than I thought
it would, when conservative
Christians will be forced to lay
aside our small differences, link
arms, and mutually support one
another from the onslaughts of
the wicked one! We are rapidly
moving toward the final days
when the great rapture of be-
lievers will take place and the
terrible seven years of tribula-
tion will be ushered in by the
anti-christ.

Many things in our society
will have to align before these
events come to pass and I be-
lieve we are witnessing these
alignments as never before. The

stage is being set for last days
before the glorious coming of
our Lord Jesus Christ. The open
animosity toward conservative,
Bible believing Christians is
growing each day. All things
biblical are brazenly being at-
tacked in the public forum. The
Judeo-Christian foundation of
our great nation is eroding away
right before our very eyes and I
believe that soon, believers in
Jesus Christ will be persecuted
as never before across our coun-
try.

The time is coming when we
will be compelled by the Holy
Spirit to link arms together in
order to face blatant, vehement,
and astonishing satanic attacks.
It is already happening! The
enemy is growing bolder each
day in his schemes against the
children of God.

Let us take what is happen-
ing in our society to heart. Let
us link hands and arms as the
churches of Jesus, showing our
mutual solidarity as the chil-
dren of God and in our commit-
ment, to follow our Lord no mat-
ter what Satan throws at us.

Equipping the Saints!
Dr. Carson

The student body Dean’s Council in session

Sharon, and Spring Hill Mis-
sionary Baptist Church of
Ellisville have all provided to
our students a devotion and
meal. Contact Dr. Carson soon
to schedule your night of minis-
try.

SBC Choir
We are blessed to have Krista

McKenzie as the Director of our
newly formed SBC Choir. Krista
has recruited numerous local
students who will register for
the Fall Semester. Does your
church or ministry want to host

the SBC Choir?
Now is the time to
reserve dates for
their perfor-
mance. Hurry,
their schedule is
filling up quickly.
Contact Krista at
601-426-6346.

Cafeteria Project
Thank you Women’s Mission-

ary Auxiliary for making this
your fund raising project for this
year! Pray that we will have
enough funds to complete this
project and have the “Hi5 Diner”
open soon. When ready, the
diner will be open the public.

Veterans Benefits
SBC possesses the Gold

Award level as a military
friendly college! Have you
served in America’s armed
forces? Then you probably have
Veterans Administration tu-
ition benefits that you can use

Ice Machine
We have an immediate need

for an ice machine for the col-
lege. Ice is used in support of the
sports program as well as the
many other activities we hold
on campus. It is most urgent for
injuries incurred in games or
practice. Can you assist us in
this need? Contact us at 601-
426-6346 if you would like to
help.

Big Screen Televisions
We are also in need of a dona-

tion of two large flat screen tele-
visions for use in men’s and
women’s dorms. If you can help
us with one of these much
needed items, contact SBC at
601-426-6346.

Available to Preach
Thank you for the many

churches providing Dr. Carson
an opportunity to preach the
Word of God to your congrega-
tions! Dr. Carson is available to
fill the pulpit for preaching or to
make a presentation about the
great work and vision of South-
eastern Baptist College. You can
reach him at 601-433-4736 or at
scarson@southeasternbaptist.edu.

Dr. Carson leading the Tuesday Talk Bible question
and answer session at the SBC pool party.

Current SBC Sports Calendars: Found at:
http://athletics.southeasternbaptist.edu/

Select: “view all rounds” for entire schedule

toward a free education right
here at SBC. I urge you to con-
tact your local VA representa-
tive for an evaluation of your
benefits. You earned them! SBC
has numerous students receiv-
ing VA assistance for both online
and in-classroom tuition.
Food Donations to the Dorms

Last year several churches
and individuals donated food for
the dormitories. We would like
to continue this opportunity for
you to minister to our students.
While purchasing food, think
purchasing long shelf life indi-
vidual microwavable meals that
don’t require refrigeration (un-
til cooked).

Chelsa Anderson and Tyra Conerly
enjoying the SBC pool party fel-
lowship.

Golf Tournament
The Southeastern Baptist Col-

lege Golf Tournament will be held
at the Laurel Country Club on
Wednesday, September 25, 2019.
Proceeds will go toward SBC Schol-
arship fund. This tournament will
be a 4-man scramble.

SPONSORSHIPS
Super Charger Sponsor

$5,000 - Includes 8 Players and 2
Hole Sign

Gold Sponsor $1,000 - In-
cludes 4 Player and 2 Hole Sign

Silver Sponsor $500 - In-
cludes 4 players and 1 Hole sign

Team Sponsor $400 - In-
cludes 4 players

Individual Player - $100
Mulligans $5 each
See the adjacent flyer for more

information.
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“Single”
I Corinthians 7:32

There is Biblical advice on
staying single and living the
life without a marriage partner.
Sometimes our society makes
the widowed person, the di-
vorced person, or the individual
who has never married feel out
of place.  It may surprise some of
the married individuals to know
that it can be God’s will for some
not to be married.  It is time for
all to realize there can be happi-
ness in being single.

There are some benefits of
remaining single.  I have in mind
those who have never married
or those who have been mar-
ried, but are no longer.

I.  Less of Present-Day Dis-
tress I Cor. 7:27

In remaining single, you are
certain to have a less amount of

stress and distress.  In our day
there are certain hostilities and
distresses that you simply en-
counter because you are a Chris-
tian and married.  Children and
marriage add a beautiful, but
great responsibility.  When Paul
said, “Are you released from a
wife?”, he is saying, don’t seek
to get married to solve your prob-
lems.  A single person does not
have to live a lifestyle of seeking
a mate.  They should seek the
Lord and if they desire to marry,
or remarry, let the Lord seek
their mate.  So many go to par-
ties, bars, colleges, single clubs,
etc. under the presumption, “we
are supposed to pursue a mar-
riage partner.”  Vs. 27, simply
says, “Put the Lord Jesus Christ
in control of your singleness.
Seek Him – not some available
mate.”

II. Less Difficulty – Vs. 28
This verse adds a dimension

single persons readily ignore in
being alone.  It is saying that
people who remain single may
have fewer difficulties in their
personal lives.  Success in life
consists not so much in marry-
ing the person who will make
you happy, as escaping the per-
son who will make you miser-
able.  Don’t marry just for com-
panionship, sexual relations, or
financial security.

III. More Time for Spiritual
Matters – Vs. 29-31

Marriage is not sinful, but
Paul is simply teaching that
there is an alternate lifestyle
different from marriage.  In the
single stage of life there are no
reservations or resistance and
the person is available to
Christ’s call.  If you are living
alone, ask yourself, “Is God al-
lowing me to be single, so that
He can greater use me?”  He
may wish to use you in some
area of His work that you could
not take on if you were married.
We are often short-sighted in
that we think only of what we
are not enjoying, rather, than
what God may have for His glory,
and for our spiritual enrich-
ment.  The ultimate in God’s
plan is that you, who are un-
married, seek the Lord and lis-
ten to what He is saying to you.
Verse 32 says, “But I want you
to be free from concern.”

IV. More Time for a Vertical
Relationship – Vs. 32-35

Those of us, who are married,
cannot apply verse 35, as those
who are single.  It is good to be
married, if God is in the mar-

MORAL ACTION
Baptist Missionary Association of America

Dr. John M. Adams,Director
P.O. Box 305, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863

On The Web at www.macbma.net/
Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com Dr. Adams

Ladies On A Mission Banquet
October 21, 6:30 PM

Big Creek Baptist Church

Angela Rice serves on the Missions team of BMA America as
their Coordinator of Short-Term Missions. Angela is passionate
about mobilizing local church members to
use their gifts and abilities to impact the
world for Christ through short-term mission
trips.

Through Angela’s ministry, hundreds of
students and adults have been trained to
share the love of Christ and have taken that
love to the nations of the world. Angela has
traveled the world sharing Christ through
BMA Missions and is a frequent public
speaker. She holds a bachelor of arts degree
from the University of Central Arkansas
and served as public school teacher for 16
years before joining the staff of BMA Mis-
sions. She and her husband, Phillip, live in Conway, Arkansas and
have been married for 30 years. They have two daughters, Emily
and Mary Beth. In her spare time Angela enjoys reading, meeting
new people, and crafts with friends.

Ladies, please mark your calendar for October 21, 2019 to hear
Angela speak about Missions. Dinner will be served at 6:30. This
is a special time for ladies and you do not want to miss it! If you have
any questions please contact me (Beth Caldwell) at 601-766-5702.
WMA Business Meeting will be at 9:00 AM the following morning.

Angela Rice,
Speaker

October is Pastor Appreciation month!
Honor your pastor this year by ordering an engraved brick with his
name on it, and perhaps your church’s name too. Your engraved brick
will become a part of ‘Heritage Walk’ at BMA Seminary and will line the
walk in front of BMA Seminary chapel.

*When you place your order, let us know if you want
a certificate for presentation on your “Appreciation Day,”

and we will be glad to provide one *
To find out more, email alumni@bmats.edu, go to bmats.edu/
heritage, or call 903-721-0622

riage.  But the single person,
undoubtedly, has more time for
God.

(1)  Be Happy
Since God has allowed you to

be single, you are to capitalize
on the scriptural benefits that
are yours to enjoy.  Whether
single, divorced, or widowed,
God is sovereignly in control.

(2)  Look Up
Turn all of your energies to

the vertical, instead of the hori-
zontal panic and worry.  God is
good at finding you a mate or
giving you great satisfaction in
being single.

(3)  Calm Down
Relax and give all the control

of your life over to the Savior.
Watch Him direct your life to-
ward others who could really
use some things you have to
offer through Christ.

clear in its content. We have
had the reading level checked
professionally and it measures
out at about the 8th and 9th
grade level. Our intention is for
this to be used for all students
from the 7th grade through
Adults.

Editor: What is the importance
of having a good quality litera-
ture program?
Holmes: It is a proven fact that
having a common Sunday School
literature program is necessary
for denominational strength and
unity. Good quality literature
assures doctrinal integrity in
our churches and strengthens
the spiritual stability and un-
derstanding of our members.
The literature a church uses
generally has a more long last-
ing impact on the members than
any other factor, including the

pastor, the deacons, and the
teachers. The literature is the
one constant that is always in-
fluencing in knowledge and doc-
trine.

Editor: What is the future of
Baptist Publishing House and
your plans?
Holmes: Our plans are to get
the finances stable over the next
year or two and make sure that
it is once again a self-sustaining
ministry.

Editor: Is the future of this min-
istry going to be a full-time posi-
tion for the eventual director?
Holmes: I think with enough
growth and with many of our
churches returning to use all of
our literature that the future is
bright. We are seeing more in-
terest and even have churches
outside the BMA who are pur-
chasing our new literature. I
foresee a full-time director when
our financial strength increases.
This will happen when more of

our churches return to using
our own literature.

I also asked Dr. Holmes some
questions concerning the BMA
Seminary.
Editor: How is the 2019-20
school year shaping up?
Holmes: Our enrollment for the
Fall semester is up over this
past Spring. I think it is cur-
rently at 154. We have had a
large increase in online teach-
ing. With the addition of one
new class we are currently
teaching over 200 individuals.

Editor: As a former trustee of
the Seminary I know that fi-
nances are important and at
times they are tight. How are
they currently?
Holmes: We ended our recent
fiscal year in the black. With
the help of many of our churches
and friends we were able to com-
pletely put new roofs on all of
our facilities that needed repair-

Holmes Interview
from page 1

see page 7
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We need an old-fashioned re-
vival, Revelations 3:14-16, 19,
Chastening!  That belongs to
the child of God, He is talking to
the churches, that we be revived
and serve and do what God says.
The church of Laodicea is a pic-
ture of this day, flourishing but
lukewarm.  Neither hot nor cold,
but lukewarm.

Revival Fires is the theme we
are using for the 2020 Confer-
ences.  We will be meeting March
10th at Big Creek Baptist
Church in Soso and on May 12th
at Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
in Fulton.  Although these dates
are subject to change, we look
forward to seeing you there.

2 Chr 7:14 “If my people will…..”
We need an old-fashioned re-

vival.  Many of our seniors have

experienced some good revivals
in the local church in the past.  I
confess that I’m old fashioned.  I
make no apologies.  I believe in
the American flag, I like to see it
flying, I believe in prayer at foot-
ball games, basketball games,
pray anywhere. I believe in all
that.

I like old fashioned things. I
like old fashioned stores and
clerks and offices and typewrit-
ers.

Remember the old days, walk
into a store and the clerk would
meet you and say, “What can I
do for you”. They don’t do that
now.  You go in, look and search
around.  Then if you find some-
thing you want to buy you have
to find the clerk, go to the check-
out counter and face an unhappy
clerk.

I like old-fashioned gas sta-
tions.  Drive your car in, a young
fella comes running out the front
door with a rag in his hand, they
wipe off the wind shields, front
and back, open the hood and
check the water, the oil and then
check the tires.  Then put gas in,
you pay him and he
says “Thank you sir,
come back again”.
They don’t do that
anymore, you drive in,
put in your own gas,
half going into the
tank and half on your
hands.

I like old fashioned
preaching, where ev-
erybody goes to
church, even the chil-
dren in the big church.
I like old-fashioned songs about
the cross, the blood, about
heaven.  I like first century
preaching; I like the book of Acts.
Let me list a few more things I
like.  First century obedience,
Baptist and worship, tithing and
faithfulness to the Lord.  I like

first century consecration, first
century joy, they rejoiced in the
Lord and praised God.  They
sang in jail even, Paul and Silas,
the earthquake came and they
were released.  Empowering of
the Holy Spirit, the average per-
son seems to know nothing of

the power of the work of the
Holy Spirit.  Today we have big
buildings, but they are empty.
You don’t build churches with
gimmicks, etc., but with the
power of powerful preaching.

Here is our need today, we
desperately need to get back to

the plain Bible principles of the
Word of God.  This is what God
is saying to us, but here’s the
trouble, we are nice but we are
lukewarm.  We’re neither hot
nor cold and that’s not good.

During our upcoming confer-
ences we hope we can stir the
fires of revival in our church.
Most of our seniors know what
I’m talking about.  We want to
use the old-time hymn books,
Heavenly Highway or books like
that.  Old timey singing will fill
the air, lets wait and see what
God can do among us.

We need revival in our
churches.

Revival fires can burn again
and the Word of God assures us
that if we will just let him do
what He wants to do, we can see
and know the power and work of
the Spirit of God.

Pray for these conferences,
plan to attend, expecting God to
meet with us for a glorious time
together.  Pray that as plans are
put together God’s blessings will
be manifested and revival spirit
might touch our hearts.

Let’s look forward to gather-
ing once again and rejoicing to-
gether in the Lord, we need re-
vival today.

Revival fires can burn again and the Word of God assures
us that if we will just let him do what He wants to do, we can
see and know the power and work of the Spirit of God.

...an old-fashioned revival...

Fostering Faith...in family
Genesis 2:18 says,  ”And the

Lord God said, It is not good
that the man should be alone; I
will make him an help meet for
him.” I have mentioned my
thankfulness for God’s provision
many times over the past sev-
eral months. I have also men-
tioned my thankfulness for

God’s people serving God by
serving the ministry of the
Children’s Home. Enough ap-
preciation can never be shown.
But I want to make sure I do not
miss some people who have done
a lot. My wife and my boys have
worked countless hours this
summer to help before, during,
and after every service group

that came through the doors of
the Home.

I am thankful for God’s wis-
dom to create us in His image
and with complementary roles
to each other. I couldn’t begin to
accomplish half of the things I
think of if it were not for the
help from the wife the Lord
shares with me for a blessing
and help. My boys do a good job
of carrying my lesser traits, but
I am overly proud when they
display the character of their
heavenly Father.

God has given us family for
our good and His glory. Our fam-
ily helps us through things we
could never do alone. Our fam-
ily also glorifies God by showing
His nature within the Trinity.
God has left us commands for

our family spanning the Old and
New Testament. He commands
parents to instruct their chil-
dren in the Great Shema of
Deuteronomy 4 and He com-
mands the experienced of the
church to teach the next gen-
eration of husbands to love their
wives, wives to love their hus-
bands, and parents to love their
children. In the last part of Titus
2:10 Paul gives us God’s pur-
pose in these commands, “…that
they may adorn the doctrine of
God our Savior in all things.”

I pray that our family will
properly adorn the doctrine of
God. I pray for the purpose of
glorifying God in the eyes,
minds, and hearts of the chil-
dren God will be sending our
way. I also pray that every fam-

Mississippi
Baptist
Children's
Home

118 Lowe Road, Laurel, Mississippi 39443 - (601) 426-3928
Dwight Lindsey - Director

Lindsey

ily of faith will live a life that
shows the world around them
our great Savior. I pray this
article will encourage a father,
a mother, and a child to see the
honor God has given them to be
a part of a family. Even if our
earthly family is broken we can
be certain our heavenly family
will endure.
Please contact us if you would
like for us to come to your church
in October, November, or be-
yond. Contact the office (601-
426-3928), our Facebook page,
or my cell phone (662-605-0996).
Keep up with us on our website
at msbch.org and through
info@msbch.org. Stay on the
lookout for updates, prayer
needs, and service opportuni-
ties.

ing. Our physical plant is now
in good shape. One need that
must be addressed soon is our
parking area. It is in need of
resurfacing and this project will
likely cost around $60,000.

I thanked Dr. Holmes for his
time and openness.  He also
shared that the literature for
the next few quarters was al-
ready in the process of being
created.

For information or for order-

ing literature you may call 800-
333-1442 or go online to
baptistpublishinghouse.com.
They have created a series of
videos you may watch to get
more information about the new
curriculum.

Holmes Interview
from page 6

Church Seeks Pastor
Mount Gilead Baptist Church of

Columbia, Mississippi, is seeking
a full-time pastor. Anyone inter-
ested should send a resume to
Larry Lott, 23 Lott Lane, Colum-
bia, MS 39429. He may also be

Church News
reached at 601-441-2986 for more
information.

Riverside Sets Revival
We will hold revival services at

Riverside Baptist Church, Ellisville,
on September 22-25, 2019. Sun-
day Services at 11:00 a.m. and
1:30 p.m.  Monday, Tuesday, and
Wednesday at  7:00 p.m. Bro.
Joey Harris is preaching.  We
request your prayers and atten-
dance.

Dr. Medrick Savell, pastor

Tiger Creek Report
Hello from Tiger Creek. This

has been a very busy year for us

at Tiger Creek.  Now is the time to
remind everyone about our Chit-
terlings supper coming up on Oc-
tober 19 at 6:00 p.m. Everyone
that enjoys chitterlings are wel-
come. We will have other food to
eat for the ones that don’t like
chitterlings.

I read this the other day and
thought I would pass it on. Writer
Bob Marley wrote “Open your eyes,
look within. Are you satisfied with
the life you’re living?”  Think about
that Christian. God bless you all!!
Brenda Overstreet
Reporter
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BMA of Mississippi
2019 ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULE

Monday, October 21
  6:30 PM WMA Banquet (Big Creek Gym/Fellowship Hall)
  7:00 PM Brotherhood Meeting (Big Creek Sanctuary)

Tuesday, October 22
  9:00 AM WMA Business Meeting (Big Creek Adult SS Room)

Session One (Big Creek Baptist Church Sanctuary)
  9:30 AM Music
  9:40 AM Call Meeting to Order - Scripture & Prayer
  9:45 AM Enrollment Committee Initial Report
  9:50 AM Constitutional Changes (if necessary)
10:00 AM Election of Officers
10:10 AM Mid-year Meeting Location-Speaker

Annual Meeting Location-Speaker
10:15 AM Music
10:20 AM Moral Action — Dr. John Adams
10:40 AM Commission on History & Archives — Bro. Ed Steele
10:55 AM Nominating Committee Report
11:05 AM Music
11:10 AM President’s Message and Theme
11:45 AM Scripture & Prayer

Session Two (Big Creek Baptist Church Sanctuary)
  1:30 PM Music
  1:35 PM Scripture & Prayer
  1:40 PM Vote on Constitutional Changes (if necessary)
  1:45 AM BMA Children’s Home — Bro. Dwight Lindsey
  2:05 PM Music
  2:10 PM BMA of Mississippi Brotherhood — Bro. Mark Jones
  2:15 PM BMA of Mississippi WMA — Mrs. Beth Caldwell
  2:20 PM Southeastern Baptist College — Dr. Scott Carson
  2:40 PM Music
  2:45 PM BMA Youth Department — Bro. Kelby Johnson
  3:05 PM BMA Missions & RLF — Bro. Larry Geraldson
  3:45 PM BMA of Mississippi Publications — Bro. Don Brown
  4:05 PM BMA of Mississippi Foundation
  4:15 PM Commission on Senior Adults — Bro. Kenneth Flynt
  4:30 PM Guest Reports
  4:45 PM Salary Committee Report

Clerk’s Report
Final Enrollment Committee Report
Appoint Enrollment Committee
Miscellaneous/Additional Business

  5:00 PM Scripture & Prayer

Session Three (Big Creek Baptist Church Sanctuary)
  7:00 PM Worship

Annual Message
Adjourn
Scripture & Prayer

Wednesday, October 24
Session Four (Big Creek Baptist Church Sanctuary)
  9:00 AM If Necessary

Registration Table (Big Creek Baptist Church Foyer)
Tuesday Morning 8:00 AM
Tuesday Afternoon1:00 PM
* Each church must register messengers and receive ballots

Due to limited space, display tables will only be available for
BMA of Mississippi Departments and Commissions.
If you would like to reserve a table, please contact

Justin Rhodes at 601-498-6692.

speaker. After the meeting, ev-
erybody enjoyed fellowship and
delicious food. Thanks for your
continuous prayers and support
for the Hispanic Missions in our
BMA of Mississippi.  May God
Bless every one of you in Christ.

Report from Refuge Baptist
Mission at Kiln - Josh Daniels

We are currently at the be-
ginning stages of planting so
that means lots of speaking en-
gagements and trying to get the
word out about Refuge Baptist
Mission. I have been able to
speak at a couple of churches
and one local Association so far.
More are on the calendar and I
look forward to sharing this vi-
sion with many more churches
or associations. We have had a
few families in the area ask
about the mission and we had

an interest meeting on Septem-
ber 7, with 20 adults and 8 youth.
We have a few verbal commit-
ments and we are also scouting
areas to begin meeting on a regu-
lar basis. Continue to pray for
us and consider supporting Ref-
uge Baptist Mission.

Church Ministries Report
We are working to get a new

website up and running. Please
be patient with us during this
time. Once it is up, we will pro-
vide you with access to informa-
tion on all of our churches in-
cluding a list of churches with-
out pastors.

As a resource to our churches,
we maintain a list of seasoned,
veteran, former pastors, who
have agreed to respond on short
notice, to fill the pulpit when
our churches have a need. If
your church needs help in this
area, just give us a call 601-428-
8616.

Larry Geraldson

Missions
from page 3

Above - Nueva Esperanza Hispanic Association meeting, Septem-
ber 7, 2019. Below - photo of 12 people baptized.

Scripture Thoughts by Cleaver

Luke 4.1-2 “And Jesus being full
of the Holy Ghost returned from
Jordan, and was led by the Spirit
into the wilderness, Being forty
days tempted of the devil.”

Luke points out to us in this
passage that there were con-
trasts in Jesus’’ life just as there
are in ours.  In the preceding
chapter Jesus was at a high
point of His baptism.  His Fa-
ther spoke to Him about being
His beloved Son. Then Luke tells
us Jesus was the son of Adam.
He was that “second Adam” that
would succeed in being perfect
in life. Now Luke tells us Jesus
was led from the Jordan River
by the power of the Holy Spirit
where He was tempted in the
wilderness by the devil for forty
days. What a contrast   from the
heights of “being over the top
spiritually” to the depths of be-
ing accosted by Satan! Yet, Luke
tells the story as he researched
it from the eyewitnesses of Jesus’
life.

Is this not much like our own
lives? We are “full of the Spirit”

at times.  Our life
is “close to God”
in all that we do.
His Holy Spirit is
with us each and
every step we
walk.  Then with-
out notice, we are
in a terrible time.
It seems we are in the wilder-
ness being tempted by Satan.
All we do turns to trouble with
all our efforts coming to noth-

ing. When this happens, the best
thing to do is to emulate the
Lord in His time of temptation.
He focused on Scripture three
times in His trials.  Jesus re-
sponded each time with the
words: “It is written… (4.4, 4.8,
and 4.12).” Good Reader, when
in the wilderness of temptation,
use your Bible to overcome your
situation. Try these words: “It
is written…” Like Jesus find
your way to overcome by the
Scripture.

Tony Cleaver


