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Nominee for Missions Director to
be presented at Annual Meeting
Editor's Note: The following statement by the Committee
seeking a nominee for the position of Missions Director was
issued on Monday, September 26, 2011.

The Search Committee (comprised of all the members of the
Missionary Committee and the Revolving Loan Fund Trustees) on
September 26, 2011, voted to recommend Bro. Larry Geraldson to
stand as nominee for the position of BMA of Mississippi Director of
Missions and Revolving Loan Fund.

Respectfully,
Roy Caldwell

Search Committee Clerk

No other information was made available.

President’s Message to the churches and
messengers of the BMA of Mississippi,

Annual Meeting Set October 17-19, 2011

bybybybyby
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BMA of MississippiBMA of MississippiBMA of MississippiBMA of MississippiBMA of Mississippi
Isn't it a joy to come together

as brethren for the glory of the
Lord?

As our diverse group gath-
ers to take care of the business
of the Lord, we can see again
the wonderful grace and mercy
of our Savior Jesus Christ. Just
as the eleven stood with Peter,
so we stand together, in the
unity and peace of Christ the
King. Our conviction to follow
His Word, our faith to walk in
His way, our surrender to His
will, and our service in His
work is dependent on our rec-
ognition of His gifts and our
responsibility in their use. In
this there is not only blessing,
but revival!

When we come together it is
for the Lord's business and for
the Lord's glory -- which in fact
is our theme "For His Glory".
And we accomplish this when
we serve in the same attitude

as John the Baptist served --
"He must increase, but I must
decrease” (John 3:30).  When
we come together this must be
our heart. We are to hear vi-
sion and need from those who
lead our departments, we are
to draw strength from the fel-
lowship of our brethren, and
above all we are to see that in
all we do the glory of God is
seen by the eyes of the world.

It is always of vital impor-
tance that your church make
plans to be represented at this
meeting, but it would seem
moreso this year. In this meet-
ing, we will be electing our
new Director of Missions -- an
item of great interest, great
discussion, and great impor-
tance. Such a decision should
be bathed in great prayer and
approached in great serious-
ness. Yet what item of the
Father's business would this
not be true of? And let me en-
courage you, as we make plans
to gather, that you make note

of an earlier
r e g i s t r a -
tion time
(8:30 a.m.)
and that
your mes-
s e n g e r s
know to re-
ceive their
ballot cards
as they en-
roll, be-
cause only
those with ballots will be al-
lowed to vote.

We are missionary Baptists
and we come together in asso-
ciated form that we might in
greater strength, multiplied
passion, and single purpose
carry out the Commission of
our Lord to reach the world by
sharing the gospel, baptizing
believers, and discipling the
church.  Let us reflect the love
and principles of our Lord -- in
our worship . . . and in His
work. Let us serve together . .
. For His Glory!

Shane Singleton

Paschal Memorial Bible Lectures

Dr. Smith

The Forty-First Annual William N. Paschal
Memorial Bible Lectures will be held October 4
and October 6, 2011 in the Dorman Memorial
Chapel on the campus of Baptist Missionary
Association (BMA) Theological Seminary in
Jacksonville. Texas.

The speaker will be Dr. John David Smith,
who is Executive Director of BMA of America
missions.  The Schedule of Lectures is as fol-
lows:
Tuesday, October 4 — 10:00 a.m.— The Mis-
sionary Motive: Exploring the Biblical Founda-
tions for Missions and the Missionary Call.

 3:00 p.m.— The Mission-
ary Message: Exploring the
Content and Communica-
tion of the Gospel. Thurs-
day, October 6 — 10:00
a.m.— The Missionary
Methodology: Exploring
Missionary Multiplica-
tion

Dr. Smith is passionate
about the missionary man-

continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2

Parrish to Join Lifeword Staff

Donny Parrish

Donny Parrish will become
Lifeword’s chief creative officer
when he joins the staff Janu-
ary 1, 2012, according to an
announcement by Executive
Director Steve Crawley.

Parrish comes with over
thirty years of ministry expe-
rience, most recently serving
as the executive pastor of wor-
ship for Fellowship Church in
Forney, Texas, where he has
ministered since 2000. He has
also served as the conference
ministry director for
DiscipleGuide Church Re-
sources, as well as the director
of student missions for the
BMA Missions Department,
roles that he will continue
when he moves to Lifeword.

In his new position, Parrish
will help provide leadership
for the ministry’s creative
team. “Donny’s extensive ex-
perience in various facets of
media production, the arts, and
student missions combine to
make him uniquely qualified
for this role. He will help lead
our talented production team
in an effort to target young

people around the world with
gospel programming and dis-
cipleship follow-up,” Crawley
said. “The Barna Group’s re-
s e a r c h
reveals
that 87%
of people
w h o
come to
C h r i s t
m a k e
that de-
c i s i o n
b e f o r e
t h e i r
twenty-
f i r s t
b i r t h -
day. We are planning to focus
on reaching into this window
of opportunity with future pro-
gramming.” Parish will also
help lead Lifeword’s 03B
(Other 3 Billion) Project. This
effort will build on a new facet
of Lifeword’s ministry that will
involve further utilization of
the worldwide web as a com-
munication platform, adding

continued on pagecontinued on pagecontinued on pagecontinued on pagecontinued on page
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Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

BMA of MississippiBMA of MississippiBMA of MississippiBMA of MississippiBMA of Mississippi
Annual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual Meeting

We are gladly anticipating
the messengers and visitors
being on campus for the an-
nual meeting on October 17-
19. We are praying for a good
representation of our churches
and for a spiritual revival to
begin. All of us need the fellow-
ship of each other. Pray for
God’s direction and provisions
for each department and com-
mission.

Special EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial Emphasis
We appreciate each one who

has helped in our Special Em-
phasis this year.

In previous reports, we listed
the contributions received in
June and July. The following
contributions have been re-
ceived in August and Septem-
ber:
Berean Baptist, Soso
Bethel Baptist, Seminary
Calvary Baptist, Taylorsville
Capitol Baptist Association

(Roof)
Cypress Creek Baptist,

Brooklyn
First Baptist, Bay Springs

First Shady Grove, Laurel
Forked Oak Baptist, Booneville
Harmony Baptist, Hurley
Hillcrest Baptist, Yazoo City
Hobolochitto Association
Hopewell Baptist, Fulton
Lee’s Chapel #2 Baptist,

Picayune
Little Creek Baptist,

Perkinston
New Bethany Baptist, Ellisville
Oak Grove Baptist Association
Oakland Grove Baptist,

Laurel
Paramount Baptist, Perkinston
Parkview Baptist, Laurel
Parkview Baptist Crusaders

Class, Laurel
Riverside Baptist, Ellisville
Springhill Baptist, Laurel
Ten Mile Baptist Association
Washington Association
Washington Baptist, Neely
Westover Baptist, Hattiesburg
Zion Baptist, Anguilla

Individuals
Mrs. Marjorie Harper
Bro. and Mrs. Grover Laird

We invite others to join with
these this year because the
need is great.

date. Influenced by church-
planting parents, he trusted
Christ at the age of seven and
was infused with a love for
church multiplication. He has
spent the vast majority of his
ministerial life in some aspect
of missions and church plant-
ing.

He surrendered to ministry
in 1987 while attending South-
eastern Baptist College in Lau-
rel, Mississippi. John David
was ordained by the Parkview
Baptist Church in Laurel. He
and his wife, Kim, have been
married for 20 years and they
have two sons: Josiah, age 15
and Seth, age 12. They reside
in Conway, Arkansas.

Dr. Smith holds a B.S. in
Bible from Southeastern Bap-
tist College, Laurel, Missis-

sippi; an M.Div. from Liberty
Baptist Theological Seminary,
Lynchburg, Virginia, and a D.
Min. in Missiology from Mid-
America Baptist Theological
Seminary, Cordova, Tennes-
see. His dissertation was en-
titled, “Developing a Model for
Prefield Preparation and Ori-
entation of International Mis-
sionaries for the BMA of
America.”

In 2007, Dr. Smith became
an international assistant for
Baptist Missionary Association
of America (BMAA) missions.
That same year he took on the
responsibility of heading up the
missions degree program at
Central Baptist College in
Conway, Arkansas. He is cur-
rently an associate professor of
missions at CBC. In 2010, he
was elected to serve as Execu-
tive Director of BMAA mis-
sions.

William N. Paschal, a suc-
cessful businessman and pas-
tor, passed away in 1978. In

1984, Dessarine (Paschal)
McNeill of Waldo, Arkansas,
and Kathleen (Paschal)
Fullenwider of Magnolia, Ar-
kansas, established an endow-
ment to fund the William N.
Paschal Bible Lectures in honor
of their father. Among his
grandchildren are the late Dr.
Harold McNeill, Jr., who was a
mental health chaplain at Rusk
State Hospital and Professor of
Christian Education at BMA
Seminary and Norita (McNeill)
Higgs, whose husband, Grady
Higgs, served as Executive Di-
rector of the Department of
Missions for the BMA of
America, Little Rock, Arkan-
sas.

The public is invited to at-
tend these lectures.

Bible
Lectures
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TAKE TIME TO PRAY
Editor's Note: My friend Dr. Tony Cleaver is a prolific writer and
is gracious in his sharing his thoughts with us. We are highlight-
ing excerpts from a project he is working on. As you read these
prayers, let them be an inspiration to you to strengthen your own
prayer life.

Tony Cleaver

Dear Lord of the inside of me, hear my morning prayer.
I don't feel good today. I did not feel good yesterday.  I am

not sick.  I do not have a temperature.  I have no broken bones
or blood gushing from any opening.  I do not need to go to the
emergency room.  I just don't feel well.

Probably the world does not rotate on its
axis on the basis of my feelings -  whether good
or bad.  Probably I am not the only one in the
world that does not feel well this morning.
Nevertheless, I know You care for me. You
have brought me to this point in life with Your
care.  You do not leave me nor do You forget to
care for me.

Lord, I pray to You on behalf of those who
are in prison today for the Gospel's sake.  They really don't
feel well, nor will they feel any better tomorrow. I ask You
now for those who are in pain because of their testimony for
Christ.  They have real pain.  Blood may be coming from their
body, and bones may be broken. Their lives and families are
threatened.

You care for Your children; this includes me.  When I think
of those in real pain for Your Kingdom's work, I am ashamed
of my own "little not feeling well." You care for Your children;
this includes those in genuine distress because of the Gospel.
Uphold them by Your power in their tribulations.

And now, Father of all, bless this day for the sake of Jesus.
Honor this day in my journey for the cause of Your Church.

Amen.

BMA of Mississippi
Annual Meeting Schedule

October 17-19, 2011
Laurel, Mississippi

Monday Evening - October 17, 2011
7:00 PM Annual WMA Meeting

First Baptist Church of Shady Grove

Annual State Brotherhood Meeting
First Baptist Church of Shady Grove

Tuesday Morning - October 18, 2011
Southeastern Baptist College
8:30 AM Messenger Registration
9:00 AM Business Session Begins

(Association will continue until business completed)

Tuesday Evening
7:00 PM An nual Message

Bro. James Sprayberry, Pastor
First Baptist Church, Bay Springs, Mississippi

 

A Busy Time
of the Year

by Bobby L. Hudgensby Bobby L. Hudgensby Bobby L. Hudgensby Bobby L. Hudgensby Bobby L. Hudgens
DiscipleGuideDiscipleGuideDiscipleGuideDiscipleGuideDiscipleGuide

Church ResourcesChurch ResourcesChurch ResourcesChurch ResourcesChurch Resources

September—November is
one of the busiest times of the
year for BMAA churches and
their local associations. In ad-
dition to increased ministry,
churches are completing their
church letters in preparation
for their annual local and state
associational meetings.

Churches will receive their
DiscipleGuide standardized
church letter forms through
their local association clerk
several weeks prior to their

annual local association meet-
ing. Whether or not your asso-
ciation uses this form,
DiscipleGuide depends upon it
in order to include up-to-date
information in the next BMAA
Directory and Handbook.
Please complete the form soon
and send it to us at
DiscipleGuide, 4613 Loop 245,
Texarkana, AR 71854.

For your convenience we
have provided a version of the
church letter you can complete
and submit online. You will find
it at www.DiscipleGuide.org/
ChurchLetter.

Finally, please don’t forget
to send an offering along with
your church letter. We depend
totally on offerings from
churches like yours to provide
this useful resource. Thank you
for your support.
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Mississippi Baptist Children's HomeMississippi Baptist Children's HomeMississippi Baptist Children's HomeMississippi Baptist Children's HomeMississippi Baptist Children's Home
Special Emphasis Time

October - November 2011

Greetings from the Mississippi Baptist Children’s Home:
First of all, on behalf of the children and staff let me express to you our heartfelt thanks and gratitude for your

prayerful and financial support of this ministry.  Because of your love and concern for girls and boys in need you have
made a tremendous difference in the development of their lives.  To this we give God the glory.

There is rejoicing at the birth of a new baby.  And rightly so, because we know that children are an heritage of the
Lord.  Psalm 127:3.  It is time for God’s people to continue sending a clear message to our world that children are
a gift from God.  It is a wonderful thing that we can receive these gifts of God and train them up in the ways of the
Lord.  Isn’t it an amazing blessing that we as families can give God the glory for sharing with us His gift of children?
In Revelation 4:11 we are reminded that the Lord is worthy to receive glory and honour for all things.  May we ever
be mindful that our lives were created by the Lord to give Him glory.

October and November are Special Emphasis months for the Mississippi Baptist Children’s Home each year.  Your
help during this Special Emphasis is important to the ongoing operation of the Home.  Our goal this year is $25,000
and we are encouraging each church to consider taking part in this Special Emphasis.

Pray for the Mississippi Baptist Children’s Home that it may continue to be a ministry for children to the glory
of God.

A Ministry for Children to the Glory of God, Revelation 4:11
Sidney D. Davis, Director
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

Don Brown
Editor

Bro. Joseph Oyeleye

Sincere Thanks From The Flynts
Most of our readers are fa-

miliar with Bro. Kenneth and
Mrs. Hanieth
Flynt. They
are dear
people and
have been
very active in
the Lord’s
work their
entire lives.
They have
served a
number of
c h u r c h e s
fa i th fu l ly .

Mrs. Flynt developed kidney
failure a few years ago and
thus has been a dialysis pa-
tient.

The Lord has recently
blessed Mrs. Flynt with a kid-
ney transplant. This was done
at the University of Alabama
Birmingham Medical Center.
Her daughter Crystal offered
to be the donor, but due to a
minor problem was unable to
do so. A short time later
Crystal’s husband, Scott

Smiley, offered to donate one
of his kidneys to his mother-in-
law. What a blessing that was
to the entire family.

The surgery has been com-
pleted and Mrs. Flynt has been
given a clean bill of health by
her physicians. God has really
blessed in this matter.

The Flynts want to thank all
of their friends for their prayer-
ful support. So many have
called, given and prayed for
them during this time. They
are deeply appreciative and
asked this editor to relay to our
readers their heartfelt thanks
to God’s people during this time
of great need. They ask that
you continue to pray for Mrs.
Flynt’s health and to thank our
Lord for His blessings. May God
bless you all is their prayer.

On a personal note, Bro.
Flynt was this writer’s pastor
at Parkview Church, Laurel, a
few years ago and now it is my
great blessing to currently be
their pastor at Big Creek
Church.

A Great NeedA Great NeedA Great NeedA Great NeedA Great Need
In the last issue of this paper

Bro. Lavelle Lee let us know
about the medical and finan-
cial needs of Bro. Joseph
Oyeleye. Bro. Joseph is a former
state missionary and pastors
Maple Street Baptist Church,
Columbus, Mississippi. Bro.
Joseph has been a faithful
worker and now has a need.

Bro Joseph is in need of sur-
gery and
has no
health in-
surance.

I en-
c o u r a g e
our people
a n d
churches
to rally to
his health
and finan-
cial needs.
Offerings
should be sent to the State Mis-
sions Office in care of Bro.
Lavelle Lee. The address is
4226 Highway 15 North, Lau-
rel, MS 39440. For more infor-
mation concerning Bro.
Joseph's need you may call Bro.
Lee at 601-428-8616.

Let us rally to help a brother
in this difficult time.

Continued Business
As noted in the short announcement on the front page of this

issue, the Missions Director Search Committee will present
Larry Geraldson as their nominee for State Missions Director.

At our May midyear meeting the Association voted to delay
the election of a new director until October. Four candidates
were nominated in May and according to the vote of the messen-
gers, they were not ready to elect either of them.

Harmony and unity are so very important in the Lord's work.
While we may have different opinions about what is best, it
would be wise and prudent for us to ask ourselves two very
important questions. One, do we want "our way regardless of the
circumstances" and two, "will we give way to a majority deci-
sion?" These two questions both must be answered in light of
much prayer and the Lord's leadership and His will.

It is difficult at times to know the Lord's will. Scripture
instructs us that there is wisdom in much consultation. The
Committee has worked diligently over the last several months.
They have interviewed candidates, discussed the matter among
themselves and most likely sought input and direction from
others outside the committee. They have prayed and reached a
decision.

Regardless of the decision reached by the messenger body on
October 18, let us determine that we will leave as a united people
and with a mind to do the work to which we have been called.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell
together in unity! Psalm 133:

to the ministry’s terrestrial
broadcast programs.

“Lifeword is a ministry that
seeks to reach where no mis-
sionary can go and where no
preacher can preach,” Parrish
said. “With the almost daily
introduction of new and excit-
ing communication technolo-
gies, Lifeword has the poten-
tial to reach the entire world
with the Gospel. I'm honored,
humbled and excited that Bro.
Steve has asked me to play a
role in the future of Lifeword.”

Parrish and his wife, Datha,
have been married for over
thirty years. They have two
daughters, Brittany, already in
heaven, and Samantha, a
graduate of Ouachita Baptist
University with a degree in
musical theatre.

Parrish to Join
Lifeword Staff
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1

Manley Distinguished
Lecture Series

Jacksonville College, Jacksonville, Texas,  announces the
speaker for the 2011 Manley Distinguished Lecture Series.  The
Manley Lecture began as a tribute to Nora Bell Manley, who
retired from Jacksonville College in May of 1975 after twenty-six
years of dedicated service.  In 2006, the name changed to the
Manley Distinguished Lecture Series.  This series continues to
bring a variety of talented speakers from numerous areas of
interest to the campus of Jacksonville
College.

The guest speaker for the thirty-sixth Manley Lecture Series
is Dr. Rhonda Smith.  The title of the lecture will be “Play Ball:
Life Lessons from the World of Sports.”  The presentation will
include quotations from sports legends, along with Biblical
scripture to form a playbook for life.

Dr. Rhonda Smith previously taught at Jacksonville College.
She served as English instructor and later as Academic Dean for
the college from 2003 to 2005.  Dr. Smith has Bachelor’s and
Master’s degrees from William Carey University, and a Doctor-
ate from Baylor University.  Currently, Dr. Smith is teaching for
Copiah-Lincoln Community College in Mendenhall, Mississippi,
and lives in Florence, Mississippi.  Dr. Smith is the daughter of
Rev. Arthur Smith and Mrs. Shirlene Smith.  Bro. Smith serves
as pastor of Hopewell Baptist Church in Laurel, Mississippi.  Her
brother, Dr. John David Smith, is Executive Director of BMA of
America Missions.

Dr. Smith will be presenting her lecture on October 13, 2011,
at 9:30 a.m. in Buckner Chapel on the Jacksonville College
campus.  Admission is free and everyone is invited to attend.
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Commission on Senior Adults
Vern D.Holifield, Director

4226 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440

GreetingsGreetingsGreetingsGreetingsGreetings
It is good to greet our dear

friends on this cool September
day.  I am writing this article
on Saturday, September 17,
2011.  It is good to be alive.  It
is best to be saved and alive in
Jesus Christ our Lord.  In
Psalms 136: 1 we hear these
words: "O Give thanks unto
the Lord; for he is good: for his
mercy endureth for ever."

Bethel, LouiseBethel, LouiseBethel, LouiseBethel, LouiseBethel, Louise
Brother Doyle Wingo served

Bethel well for about three
years.  When he left Bethel I
was ask to fill in for them and
help find them a pastor. The
church is few in number, but
they love the Lord and they
love our BMA work. They had
a good summer revival and a
fine young fourteen year old

girl was saved.  At that time
Brother Jim Ingram came to
my mind and heart.  I ask them
to hear him and I lost my job.
The church gave Brother Jim a
one hundred percent vote and
he is their new pastor.  I have
known Jim Ingram for many
years.  We were together at
Shiloh, Mt Olive.  By the time
you read this article, Jim will
be an ordained preacher of the
Gospel. He and Bethel need
our prayers as all of us do.

Dot and I love the folks at
Bethel and we enjoyed their
fellowship every time we were
there.

Other ActivitiesOther ActivitiesOther ActivitiesOther ActivitiesOther Activities
We have attended several

Local Associations in the last
few months.  I appreciate all of
our churches and messengers

for hearing us.  It is my duty to
share what the Lord is doing in
this good work.  God has blessed
this ministry in wonderful
ways.  One very important
group in our BMA churches is
the Senior Adult group.  We
must not turn our love and our
hearts away from them.  Look
in the eyes of that dear old
saint who attends, gives, prays
and loves the Lord and His
church.

If you will look you will see
some of your very best support
in your church.  Many of the old
people go to the church in pain,
but they go. We old people may
stumble, but young folks
stumble to. I enjoy standing up
for our seniors and I enjoy pro-
viding a little enjoyment for
them. That is why we keep
pressing on.

Local AssociationsLocal AssociationsLocal AssociationsLocal AssociationsLocal Associations
I am sorry to have to missed

most of the Annual Sessions of
these Associations.  I have been
in the hospital several days
with a health problem called
myasthenia gravis.  It is a

muscle and nerve disease.  I
am at home now, but real weak.
I ask that you continue to pray
for me.   The prayers, visits and
cards mean a lot. I have a new
appreciation for our good doc-
tors, nurses and medicines.

2011 A Good Year2011 A Good Year2011 A Good Year2011 A Good Year2011 A Good Year
The Commission on Senior

Adult Ministry has enjoyed a
good year.  God has blessed us
and our people have given their
support in prayers and money.
I believe we had one or two
drop outs, but we have added
one or two supporting churches
as well.  All I can do is promote
this work as best I can, and ask
our people to support their
work.  This is not my work. It
belongs to the Lord and to the
BMA of Mississippi.  A small
amount from all the churches
will carry this work forward.
Thanks to all who pray and all
who give.

ConferencesConferencesConferencesConferencesConferences
The 2012 Conferences are

being planned.  The South Con-
ference is scheduled for Tues-

day, March 27, 2012 and we
will meet with  Big Creek Bap-
tist Church, Soso, and Pastor
Don Brown. The North Confer-
ence is scheduled for Tuesday,
May 1, 2012. The place is Mount
Pleasant Baptist Church,
Fulton, and Pastor Jackie Gray.

I am praying about a theme
for the Conferences.  The theme
for the Annual Session of the
BMA of Mississippi is based on
John 3: 30.  The theme is  "For
His glory" I would like to con-
tinue that thought in the Con-
ferences. A theme for the 2012
Conferences will be settled
shortly.

TrusteesTrusteesTrusteesTrusteesTrustees
The trustees met by Tele-

phone Conference on Tuesday
evening, September 20.   I do
appreciate the work of these
good people.  Mrs. Sarah
Tolleson will go off the board
this year.  Mrs. Tolleson has
been a real asset to the Com-
mission.  She is an active mem-
ber of First Baptist Church,
Mantachie. Dr. John Adams is
her pastor.

Building a Solid 
Biblical Foundation

Through age-appropriate Bible lessons and the use of the modern-day language of the New 
King James Version, the Victory Series builds a solid biblical foundation in the lives of chil-
dren. To order call 800-333-1442 or go to Discipleguide.org/VictorySeries.
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Mississippi W.M.A.
Blinda Lee, President

77 Morrow Rd., Purvis,MS 39475
601-596-3417

blinda.lee@lamarcountyschools.org

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443
601-729-5638

Ten Mile WMA Meets
2011-2012 Theme - All for

One.  Ephesians 4; 4-6 “There
is one body and one Spirit even
as ye are called in one hope of
our calling.  One Lord one faith
one baptism One God and Fa-
ther of all who is above all and
through all and in you all.”

The Ten Mile W.M.A. held
their meeting, on July 25, 2011,
at Heritage Baptist Church, in
Biloxi. The meeting was called
to order by President Louise
Crawley.

We had an offertory song and
then Mrs. Julia Lee read the
minutes and had roll call of
churches.

Sister Louise Crawly pre-
sided over the installation of
our new officers serving for
2011-2012.  She reminded ev-
ery elected officer of their of-
fice responsibility.  Follow the
Lords lead, be faithful, do our
duty, be responsible and most
of all support each other.

The following WMA officer
positions were filled President
Myrtis Mallett, 1st Vice Presi-
dent Louis Crawley, 2nd Vice
President Denice Devaughn ,
3rd Vice President Geraldine
Necaise, Sec/Treasurer Julia
Lee, Assistant Sec/Treasurer
Cherie Breland, Reporter
Maria Ochoa, Song Leader
Alana Woods, Pianist Shiela
Swanzy, Assistant Jean
Knight, Historian Charlotte
Lind, District Project Promoter
Cathy Rhodes, State Project
Promoter Pat Allen, Sunbeam
Promoter Diana Williams, As-
sistant Sunbeam Promoter
Angela Givens, GMA Promoter
Paula Prickett, Assistant GMA
Promoter Jerica Kirkland.

We enjoyed refreshments
and a great fellowship with
Heritage Baptist Church.  Our
next meeting will be on Octo-
ber 10, 2011, at O’Neal Road
Baptist Church.

Reporter Maria Ochoa

Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Minister AvailableMinister AvailableMinister AvailableMinister AvailableMinister Available
Greetings Brother Don,

Just a quick note to follow
up with you concerning the
various churches that are with-
out pastors.  I  am presently
living in Meadville having re-
married a young lady from up
here and relocated up here from
New Orleans.  We have a min-
istry here at a building we pur-
chased  last year.  We have a
gift shoppe and a monthly
Singspiration as well as a Se-
nior Citizen “Get A-Way” day
where we provide a group of
seniors with a hot lunch, a gos-
pel concert and a tour of our
gift shoppe and  a free gift.

We also have two nursing
homes that we sing for during
the month. All of these things
are great, but they do not pay
the bills, if you get my drift.
The note on the church prop-
erty alone is right around
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$600.00 a month.  Our Sunday
services are not going well at
all and I am burdened to get
back into the pulpit after hav-
ing left a three year pastorate
in New Orleans.

I am available for pulpit sup-
ply, interim pastor, pastor, re-
vivals, and concerts anywhere
within 200 miles of Meadville.
I can be reached via my cell
phone at 601-807-1755 or my
home phone at 601-384-5703.

Sincerely in His Name for
Souls

Rev. Richard C. Arceneaux
rcarceneaux@ftcweb.net

Larry PierceLarry PierceLarry PierceLarry PierceLarry Pierce
Bro. Larry M. Pierce is avail-

able for service: pulpit supply,
revivals, view of call, or wher-
ever the Lord leads. He may be
reached at the following num-
bers - 601-947-3531, 660-770-
0075, or 601-265-9717.

Pastors think gov't should butt out
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - According to a
new survey, nine out of ten
Protestant pastors don't want
the government regulating
their sermons.

The Alliance Defense Fund
(ADF) and LifeWay Research
conducted the study to find that
the vast majority of pastors do
not believe the government
should interfere with sermons
under the threat of revoking
their tax-exempt status. But

OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - A long-antici-
pated decision has finally been
handed down by the Fifth U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in the
infamous "candy cane" case.

The court ruled yesterday
(October 28) that the Plano
(Texas) Independent School
District violated the Constitu-
tion by not allowing student
Jonathan Morgan to hand out
candy cane pens with a reli-
gious message at his class "win-
ter" party nine years ago. Ac-
cording to the ruling, a little
girl who was threatened for
handing out tickets to a reli-
gious play, as well as an entire
class of children who were for-
bidden from writing "Merry
Christmas" on holiday cards to
American troops overseas, also
suffered discrimination.

Government officials had
argued that elementary stu-
dents are too young to have
First Amendment rights. But
Liberty Institute president
Kelly Shackelford says a dif-
ferent decision would have been

devastating.
"That would literally have

stripped away the First Amend-
ment rights of 42 million U.S.
school children overnight," he
notes. "So we're very grateful
that the court refused to do
that. They said the First
Amendment does apply."

However, Shackelford was
not pleased that the court did
not hold the two principals ac-
countable for their actions.

"I think that's a mistake,"
says the attorney. "I mean, we
would never want our teachers
teaching that lesson to the chil-
dren: 'Yes, children, you vio-
lated the rules, but there are
no consequences to you.' I just
think that's a wrong thing for
the court to do, and I hope it's
not going to encourage more
lawlessness in the country."

So his group is continuing
its lawsuit against the district,
hoping they will agree with the
court's opinion and promise
that such violations will not
happen again.

'Candy cane' case closed

since the Johnson Amendment
was passed in 1954, that has
been the fear. ADF attorney
Erik Stanley does not believe
pastors and churches should
live in fear of being punished or
penalized by the government
in any way.

"Keeping the gospel central
to what is preached is not in
conflict with addressing the
subject of political candidates
when that is warranted," he
contends. "These survey results
show that the desire to keep
the gospel central does not
mean that pastors want the
IRS to regulate their sermons
under the threat of revoking
their church's tax-exempt sta-
tus."

In the survey, 1,000 ran-
domly selected senior pastors
were asked about their agree-
ment with the statement: "The
government should regulate
sermons by revoking a church's
tax exemption if its pastor ap-
proves of or criticizes candi-
dates based on the church's
moral beliefs or theology."
Eighty-six percent disagreed
with the statement, and 79
percent strongly disagreed.

This issue is the reason ADF
began Pulpit Freedom Sunday,
a legal effort designed to se-
cure the First Amendment
rights of pastors in the pulpit.
This year's event is scheduled
for Sunday, October 2.
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Don’t Mess With Our Marriage

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

The strength
and joy that

comes from a
good marriage
will be directly

tied to how
much time
you spend

together with
each other

and with God.

Work is some times over-
whelming.  You go home at the
end of the day and feel like a
living brain donor.  You can't
think another thought.  You
just want to sit out on the back
porch and watch the sprinkler
go round and round. Then, the
kids start hollering and you
are drawn back to the reality
that you have children.  You
have a passing thought of us-
ing duct tape on their
mouths.  Then, you snap back
to reality again as you realize
you have a ton of chores to get
done tonight.  That sure won't
leave much time for watching
TV or getting on Facebook.

The typical married couple
has so many things that can
come between them.
That means it is in-
cumbent upon all
of us to stay fo-
cused on the
task at hand.
We are called
together as one
by our Father
to give Him
glory through
our covenant
union.  Our God is
holy. Our marriage
is a fulfillment of His
holy purpose in our lives. This
requires us to maintain a vigi-
lant focus on the right priori-
ties, the right pursuits, and the
right passion in our home. We
must not let other people and
other projects zap the life force
out of our marriage.  It is easy,
with so many demands on our
time, to start taking our spouse

for granted.  But we should
never put our life mate on hold
while we tend to other duties.
Marriage has to be priority.

It flows from the top down.
Each person in the marriage
has to draw on the love,
strength, peace, etc. from God.
Our power flows down from
Him to us. We then share this
with each other.  If we keep our
marriage strong, then this love
flows down to our children.  It
is impossible to be the parents
you should be if you two have a
bad marriage.  You can't give
your kids what they need if you
are drained and running on
empty from an empty marriage.
But if God overflows love to

your marriage, and your
marriage overflows
love to your kids, and
then your family life
overflows love to all
around you. We
have our priori-
ties straight and
life is good.

So what are
these home in-

truders that we
must watch out for?

Every person and ev-
ery couple will have a

different set of home in-
vaders.  These are things or
people that take away time and
attention from our marriage.
It does not mean they are bad
things.  Work can be a good
thing.  Children and extended
family are good things.  Going
out and having some fun time
with friends is a good thing.
However, we have to guard how

much time we spend with these,
versus how much time we
spend with each other and God.

The strength and joy that
comes from a good marriage
will be directly tied to how much
time you spend together with

each other and with God.  We
have to strike a balance in our
lives.  Marriages get into
trouble when all the time and
pursuits of the week focus on
everything else but the mar-
riage. Marriages have to be nur-
tured, and taken care of like a
garden.  How well is your gar-
den growing?  See if there are
any of these intruders you two
need to work on, decrease or
remove out of your life.

1.  Electronic Media.
This is the number one killer

right now to family life.  Noth-
ing has destroyed family unity,
family communication and
family cohesiveness in recent
decades as much as the elec-
tronic media.  This would in-
clude television, computers,
Internet, I pods, music down-
loads, laptops, and of course,
the infamous big 3: Texting,
Talking on the cell phone and
Facebook. Some of you may not
have any problem with this.

Keep reading. You will find
something applicable for your-
self with other home invaders
in future articles in this series.
But for many of you, this is
killing your time for family and
marriage.  You don't have time
to do devotions.  You don't have
time for a ministry.  Your time
you spend with God is lacking.
You don't even have fellow-
ship with your spouse because
so much of your time is being
zapped by these addictive gad-
gets.  And if you are an older
person, and not familiar with
face book and texting; you
should be aware of their highly
addictive nature with many
young families today.

Couples don't even talk that
much anymore.  When they do,
it isn't face to face and eye to
eye. It is often done cell phone
to cell phone.  This totally
breaks down intimacy in com-
munication.  Add it up.  How
many hours a week do you
spend on all of these?  Until
you stop and think about it,
you may be unaware of just
how much time you do spend.
Log it in next week. You can
plop down in front of your com-
puter and not realize that the
whole evening is gone. You
have spent hours.

How did that happen? Satan
is a deceiver and he loves to
deceive you into thinking you
don't spend that much time on
this stuff.  His goal is to destroy
our relationships.  These can
be his tools to accomplish it.
Facebook is not evil. Too much
time on it is. Cell phones are

not evil - well? Ok. They aren't.
But they can be.  If you don't
have time for your kids, a min-
istry each week and spending
alone time with your spouse,
maybe you need to examine

how much time you spend with
this one. It is a true home in-
vader.

There are many more home
invaders for you to consider as
the list will continue in the
next article.  Until then, exam-
ine yourself.  Are my priorities
straight?

SBC: Lots to consider in a name change
OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow -The largest
Protestant denomination in the
United States says it will ex-
plore a possible name change.

Southern Baptist Conven-
tion (SBC) president Bryant
Wright announced Monday
that he has appointed a task
force to study the idea. The
name is too regional, he says,
and creates challenges as the
denomination tries to grow.

Baptist Press reports the
task force will consider four
questions:

1. Is there value in consider-
ing a name change?

2. If so, what would be a good
name to suggest?

3. What would be the poten-
tial legal ramifications of a

name change?
4. What would be the poten-

tial financial implications?
The SBC has seen consis-

tent declines in recent years.
In June 2011, LifeWay Re-
search reported that the
denomination's baptisms were
on a downward trend. Leaders
within the denomination say it
is critical to examine the issues
contributing to the decline.

More than just 'Southern'More than just 'Southern'More than just 'Southern'More than just 'Southern'More than just 'Southern'
In an interview with Fox

News Radio, Wright was asked
what is more problematic for
the denomination -- the word
"Baptist" or the word "South-
ern"?

"That would probably de-

pend on who you are talking
to," the denomination's leader
replied. "In this case, though,
it's really just the regional as-
pect of the term 'Southern' that
really no longer describes who
we are."

David Dockery, president of
Union University in Jackson,
Tennessee, who has been ap-
pointed to the task force, ech-
oes Bryant's comments.
Dockery says while the name
has historic roots dating back
to 1845, the mission of the de-
nomination reaches far beyond
the South.

"The names means much to
many people, but the work of
Southern Baptists far exceeds
the South and the Southeast

these days with active and sig-
nificant congregations in all 50
states and in well over a hun-
dred countries around the
world," he explains. "So it prob-
ably is time to at least consider
such an opportunity."

According to Dockery, this is
not the first time a name change
has been considered. About
once a decade, denominational
leaders have presented such a
proposal, but delegatesto the
SBC's annual meetings have
failed to adopt the change.

The university president
notes it is not only an emo-
tional hurdle, but the change
would also present enormous
legal challenges.

"The legal issues would mean

that every entity that has the
name 'Southern Baptist Con-
vention' in it -- hospitals,
schools, children's homes, semi-
naries, mission boards, publish-
ing houses -- anything that says
we are an entity of, related to,
owned and operated by, how-
ever it might be stated, of the
Southern Baptist Convention
would have to be legally
changed."

To approve such a name
change, a majority of partici-
pants would have to vote in
favor of the newly proposed
name in two consecutive an-
nual meetings of the Southern
Baptist Convention. The next
meeting is scheduled for June
19-20, 2012, in New Orleans.
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'Courageous' - God's storyline
The producer of Courageous is asking his fellow Christians to

pray for the film, which opens in theaters this weekend.
Stephen Kendrick himself is praying that the film will "rock

the nations" and challenge men
to step up and become the spiri-
tual leaders of their children and
their homes and to "become the
providers, the protectors that
their kids need."

"We're going after the issue of
fatherhood," says Kendrick. "[In]
this movie you follow four
sheriff's deputies in Albany,
Georgia, and then an Hispanic
man who is a construction
worker, and they are tackling
the issue of trying to figure out
what it means to be a great dad."

Kendrick and his brother Alex
have written and produced mul-
timillion-dollar movies with
Sherwood Baptist Church in Al-
bany, Georgia. Titles include Facing the Giants and Fireproof.
They also wrote The Love Dare, the book featured in Fireproof.

Kendrick says God has done more with the films than they
could ask or imagine. "And so we've come to him and said, 'God,
what is your storyline? Would you help us? Would you guide the
production? Would you help us in the editing? Would you
connect the movie to the audience?'"

Courageous debuts on Friday, September 30.

Abortion giant to face congressional scrutiny
OneNewsNow - Planned Par-
enthood will face an investiga-
tion by a House committee over
alleged abuses that have come
to light as the result of under-
cover investigations by the pro-
life groups Live Action and Life
Dynamics over the past dozen
years.

Congressman Cliff Stearns
(R-Florida), head of the Sub-
committee on Oversight and
Investigations for the House
Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee, has called on the abor-
tion giant to produce 13 years
of records related to alleged
abuses -- specifically "its use of
federal funding and its compli-
ance with federal restrictions
on the funding of abortion."
Planned Parenthood, in re-
sponse, calls Stearns' investi-
gation "politically motivated,"

"ideologically driven," and a
"misuse of political power."

National Right to Life Com-
mittee executive director
David O'Steen notes that
Planned Parenthood receives
several hundred million tax
dollars each year.

"We've seen a pattern [that]
as their funding increases, the
number of abortions they pro-
vide are increasing," he shares.
"And of course there have been
allegations of other practices
at their clinics that do warrant
investigation. So I certainly
think it's warranted."

O'Steen also points out that
Planned Parenthood is a very
political organization.

"They're a major supporter
of pro-abortion Democratic
candidates. They are very, very
close to President Obama [and]

a major supporter of his," he
offers. "And again, that raises
the question: hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars are going into
this very political organization
that's really part of the overall
support network for the pro-
abortion Democratic es-
tablishment."

In their under-
cover investiga-
tions, Life Dy-
namics and
Live Action
found what
they consider
to be firm evi-
dence of ille-
gal activi-
ties.

L i l a
Rose of
Live Ac-
tion tells
OneNewsNow: "We have docu-
mented all kinds of abuse in
the serial cover-up of the sexual
abuse of minors, the willing-
ness to aid and abet in traffick-
ing, the willingness to perform
rape-safe abortions, [and] the
willingness to manipulate and
coerce women into abortions,
as well as many fraudulent
and other dealings that the
organization is involved with."

Rose, whose group has been
investigating Planned Parent-
hood for five years, says it is
not only time for a thorough
investigation, but also time to
bring to justice those respon-
sible for any crimes that have
been committed.

"For Congress to take this
step is a historic moment. It's

also a necessary step that
should have been taken long
ago," she tells OneNewsNow.
"But we're happy that they're
taking it now because it's time
for the American people to re-
alize the truth about what's

happening at their
abortion giant that's
being funded
through federal

and state
dollars."

L i v e
A c t i o n
will be
cooper-
a t i n g
with the
congres-
s i o n a l
panel in
making
a v a i l -

able all of the evidence it has
gathered through its under-
cover investigations.

Mark Crutcher of Life Dy-
namics launched the initial
undercover investigation of
Planned Parenthood over a
decade ago, and then Live Ac-
tion conducted an in-depth in-
vestigation. Both groups found,
among other things, that the
abortion giant provided abor-
tions to underage girls -- in
some cases helping them skirt
around the law, and often with-
out parental involvement.

"I'll tell you right now," says
Crutcher, "if Planned Parent-
hood is indeed thoroughly in-
vestigated in all areas, this
organization will not survive
the investigation. I promise

you, that's true. This is a cor-
rupt entity -- it is involved in
illegal activity."

rutcher's investigation
showed shocking results. "I
said at the time and I continue
to say, this is the largest crimi-
nal enterprise in American
history -- and its victims are
children," he maintains.

The pro-life spokesman be-
lieves a thorough probe will
result in some Planned Par-
enthood workers "being hauled
off in handcuffs and leg irons."

Some Capitol Hill Demo-
crats are complaining that the
investigation is too far-reach-
ing because some of the House
committee's requested records
go back 20 years. Crutcher's
response? "If Planned Parent-
hood does not want to be ex-
posed to this sort of scrutiny,
then they shouldn't be taking
taxpayer money." He also ar-
gues that the committee must
have the records to determine
if there is a pattern of abuse.

Vote

Yes!
Amendment 26

November 6, 2011
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