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Annual state meeting near
A message from the President

Dear Churches and Messengers of the BMAM,
What a great time to be an Associational Baptist! We have our strong

convictions on the Word of God and a deep abiding faith in Almighty God; add
to that our undying commitment to the Great Commission with our desire to
work together.

This past year has been a year of God’s blessings on Mississippi Baptists.  As
you come to the state meeting you will hear encouraging reports of what God is
doing through our people.   Truly we can say, to God be the glory, great things
He has done.

It is now time to make plans to attend the annual meeting of the Baptist
Missionary Association of Mississippi. Our theme for this year’s meeting is,  “GO
QUICKLY -- For The Night Is Coming !!”  John 9:4

I want to encourage every church to send messengers to represent your local
church family.  We need your wisdom, prayers and vote. I ask you to pray with
me for this year’s meeting that we will truly catch the vision that our time is
limited and that what we are to do we must do quickly.

Let’s come together and associate for the greatest cause of all, Jesus Christ!
The time is October 19-21 at Southeastern Baptist College in Laurel, Missis-

sippi.
In His Precious Name,
Leon Carmical
President, BMA of Mississippi

Invest In Your Pastor…And Your Church!
Few people have any idea of the pres-

sures and issues facing pastors today.
And while this stress is not new to those
in ministry, the disastrous results and
fallout are becoming epidemic in our
land. Statistical studies and articles
dealing with this problem all arrive at
the same hard truth about pastoral min-
istry:

The average tenure in ministry has
declined from 21 years in 1990 to 12
years today.

94% of pastors say they feel pressure
to have a perfect family.

90% feel inadequately trained to cope
with the demands of ministry.

80% of pastors say ministry has had
a negative impact on their own families.

70% say their self-esteem was higher
before they began ministry.

40% consider quitting every Monday
morning.

25% of clergy marriages end in di-
vorce.

Statistics go on to show that pres-
sures like these drive 1,600 shepherds

out of the ministry every month - 19,000
pastors each year! Kirk Shelton, Pasto-
ral Ministries and Church Growth Con-
sultant for the Department of Church
Ministries says that the problems don’t
end there. “It’s one thing to have men
becoming discouraged and disillusioned
with ministry and getting out, that’s
tragic enough. But you have to add to
that number of casualties the ‘walking
wounded’ who step into pulpits every
Sunday and attempt to preach and lead
their churches while dealing with anger
issues, bitterness, addictions to pornog-
raphy, and some even in illicit relation-
ships. I hear from pastors every week
with these and other struggles.”

How can your church help to nurture
and minister to you minister? One thing
you can do, and it’s only a start, is to
send your pastor and wife to Pastors
Oasis in Branson. Pastors Oasis is de-
signed to minister to those who lead the
Lord’s churches. “We do everything we
can to minister to the pastor and wife,
make them feel special, just let them

know how important they are and how
much they are loved,” said Shelton who
coordinates the event.

This year’s Oasis is scheduled for
October 6-8 which begins “Pastor Ap-
preciation Month” across the country.
Healthy churches have to be led by
healthy pastors, it’s a fundamental prin-
ciple. Pastors Oasis is one way a congre-
gation can invest in her pastor, and in
the church! Pastors Oasis 10 Year Anni-
versary will take place at the Chateau
on the Lake in Branson, Missouri. Make
reservations by calling the Chateau at
888-333-5253. Register for the Oasis
online at www.DiscipleGuide.org. Call
the DCM office with any questions. 501-
513-3726

BMAA Committee
on Arrangements
Invites Suggestions

The committee on arrangements for
the Baptist Missionary Association of
America invites suggestions for a meet-
ing place for the 2012 annual session.
Suggested locations should have a meet-
ing facility which can seat at least 1500
for general sessions, an additional room
which will seat at least 400 for the
ministers conference, at least 1800
square feet for a display area and at
least 12 break out rooms for committee
meetings.  In addition, at least 600 qual-
ity hotel/motel rooms must be available.

All suggestions should be presented
either in writing or by e-mail and must
be received by October 15, 2009.  Please
send them to committee chairman
Charles Attebery at 606 Carol Ave., El
Dorado, AR 71730 or by e-mail to
cattebery@gmail.com.

DiscipleWDiscipleWDiscipleWDiscipleWDiscipleWay: 7 Disciplinesay: 7 Disciplinesay: 7 Disciplinesay: 7 Disciplinesay: 7 Disciplines
for Maturing In Christfor Maturing In Christfor Maturing In Christfor Maturing In Christfor Maturing In Christ

New Discipling Program Planned

By the editor:By the editor:By the editor:By the editor:By the editor: I attending a Seminary
Trustee meeting last week and during
the meeting it was mentioned that work
on a new discipling program was under-
way. Seminary Dean Philip Attebery
shared a few basics about this effort and
I must admit I am excited at the pros-
pect. I was invited, but unable to attend
the meeting that is described below. My
friend Diane Spriggs, editor of the Ar-
kansas BMA paper, has shared her views
and comments concerning this plan-
ning meeting. I encouarge you to read it
prayerfully and ask God's continued
blessings on the efforts of those indi-
viduals who are helping to develop this
program for our churches. May God
bless them in their work.

By Diane Spriggs, Editor, BaptistBy Diane Spriggs, Editor, BaptistBy Diane Spriggs, Editor, BaptistBy Diane Spriggs, Editor, BaptistBy Diane Spriggs, Editor, Baptist
TrumpetTrumpetTrumpetTrumpetTrumpet

OnSeptember 28, I was privileged
and excited to be able to sit in on a
meeting that I think will result in a
wonderful tool (DiscipleWay) that will
help BMA churches fill a huge need.
Leaders from various churches, mis-
sionaries and department leaders gath-
ered at First Baptist Church at Magno-
lia to begin working on a discipleship

process (one for adults and another de-
signed especially for students) that will
be focused on the “seven essential spiri-
tual disciplines” – praying, Bible study,
worshipping, giving, witnessing, serv-
ing and leading.

The project is a “joint effort of the
departments and agencies of the BMAA

continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2
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to produce discipleship materi-
als for pastors and churches
within the BMA to assist in the
process of producing mature fol-
lowers of Jesus Christ.” The fol-
lowing background was given
about how this project began:

“In May of 2009, the BMAA
Coordinating Council, along
with the BMA departmental di-
rectors and officers, met in Mag-
nolia… not to talk about prob-
lems (but to) talk about solu-
tions… After much discussion,
the root of the problem was de-
termined to be a lack of disciple-
ship at the local church level. A
hypothetical discipleship min-
istry model was shared with the
directors and Coordinating
Council and discussion ensued
about how such a ministry ini-
tiative could help rectify the situ-
ation… The Coordinating Coun-
cil commissioned Dr. Philip

New Discipling Program
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1

Attebery (BMA president) and
Steve Crawley (Lifeword) to be-
gin the development of the pro-
posed discipleship ministry
aimed at resourcing churches in
our association with a tool to be
more strategic in making dis-
ciples.”

In Monday’s meeting, Bro.
Crawley noted that DiscipleWay
is not a “quick fix” but a long-
term investment in making dis-
ciples the way Jesus made them
— one at a time. The process will
be a “simple, but focused ap-
proach” at discipling church
members through approxi-
mately 49 lessons that revolve
around the 7 disciplines. At the
end of the course of study, which
is “both content and experience
based and utilizes repetition and
active learning experience,” the
members will be able to “per-
form and teach these disciplines

at a moment’s notice.”

The Teams
Several teams were an-

nounced at Monday’s meeting
and they began their work that
day. The teams are:

• Prayer Team – Grady Higgs
(leader), Patsy Campbell, Dr.
Ronnie Johnson and Jake
Vandenberg.

• Bible Study Team — Dr.
Joel Slayton and Dr. Virgil Por-
ter (co-leaders), Dr. Kevin
Clayton, Phil Knott and Adam
Thomas.

• Worship Team — Dr. Char-
ley Holmes (leader), Donny
Hymer, Grover Laird and Mark
Livingston

• Giving Team — Scott
Attebery (leader), Paul Bullock,
Ron Chesser and Joey Slayton.

• Witnessing Team — Bobby
Gilmore (leader), Roger Dunlap
and Richard Smith.

• Serving Team — Todd West
(leader), Dr. John Adams,
Danny Pitts and Judy Wallace

• Leadership Team — Jason
Aultman, Jerry Browning,
Buddy Johnson and David
Watkins.

• Creative Team — Aaron
Dailey, Valarie Fish, Nick
Jacobsen, Mark Malone, Donny
Parrish and Marla Stanton.

Others involved in the devel-
opment of the program include:
Dr. Philip Attebery (content
manager), Jerome Cooper (edit-
ing manager), Steve Crawley
(process manager), Bobby
Hudgens (research and develop-
ment), Larry Thompson (layout
designer), Luis Ortega
(webmaster) and George Reddin
(promotional coordinator). Ad-
visors are: Jerry Kidd, John
David Smith, Ed Stephenson and
Ricky Williams. A training and
implementation coordinator will
be announced later.

The Plan
The tentative date for

DiscipleWay’s availability is
2011, and the process will in-

clude testing in “pilot churches.”
Resources will include an orien-
tation manual, student/teacher
manual, audio/visuals, etc., and
a website is also being devel-
oped.

The teams will meet regularly
to work on their areas of exper-
tise, and the team leaders will
meet through conferencing calls
at least once a month. Each team
has also been asked to do a “lit-
erature review” of existing dis-
cipleship programs to “deter-
mine philosophy, strengths and
weaknesses and ways we can
improve them in the
DiscipleWay curriculum.

Funding for the project will
be provided by an investment
from four national departments
(Lifeword, BMAA Missions,
DiscipleGuide and BMA Semi-
nary) of $25,000 each. This
money will be repaid to the de-
partments from proceeds of the
sale of the material to the
churches. Bookkeeping will be
done by Lifeword, and
DiscipleGuide will handle the
orders and shipping of the prod-
uct. Ministers Resource Services
and the Moral Action Commit-
tee have also pledged their sup-
port to the effort.

More information on
DiscipleWay will be available at
the BMA National Meeting in
Fort Smith next April.

What Is the Creative Estate
Planning Course
 It’s a home-study course composed of 

Enroll Today in the BMA Theological Seminary’s
Free Creative Estate Planning Course

Take Your First Step to Protect Your Financial Future

Lessons You Will Receive

-

Benefits To You Contents-At-A-Glance
Five Lessons

-

Request for Enrollment
In the Creative Estate Planning Course

Yes —
FREE FREE

Name

Address

Enroll Today! All It Takes Is Two Easy Steps.
 1) Simply fill in the blanks on the enrollment form below.
 2) Return it to BMA Seminary at P.O. Box 670, Jacksonville, TX 75766-0670.

BMA Theological Seminary

Start now — with this
course — to ensure
your family’s future.

Murder - the cornerstoneMurder - the cornerstoneMurder - the cornerstoneMurder - the cornerstoneMurder - the cornerstone
of China's 'familyof China's 'familyof China's 'familyof China's 'familyof China's 'family
 planning' policy planning' policy planning' policy planning' policy planning' policy
OneNewsNow - The president
of the Population Research In-
stitute says experts at the United
Nations seem to be glossing over
the facts behind China's meth-
ods of population control.

The director of the United
Nations' Population Division is
applauding China's family-plan-
ning policy that has been in ef-
fect for three decades. Hania
Zlotnik, who is a citizen of
Mexico, claims China's killing of
400-million unborn babies has
helped reduce the world popula-
tion.

But Steven Mosher of the
Population Research Institute
tells OneNewsNow it goes much
further than just limiting the
number of children a husband
and wife can have.

"...[W]hat I find amazing is
the bloodless way that people
like Hania Zlotnik and others
praise China's program," he
states. "[They] talk about the
numbers without ever going into
the human rights abuses, the
forced abortions, the labor short-
ages, the one-party dictatorship,
the aging of China's population,
the sex-selection abortions, the
little unborn Chinese baby girls
who are abandoned at birth.
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Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Preparing for the State MeetingPreparing for the State MeetingPreparing for the State MeetingPreparing for the State MeetingPreparing for the State Meeting
We at Southeastern are pleased to welcome the messengers and

visitors from the churches to the campus soon. We are planning and
preparing so we will be ready to assist the Lord’s people who will be
gathering for this important event on October 19-21. We are
expecting a good meeting this year, when we will hear what the
Lord has done the past year and the plans for the year ahead. It is
a great time to be serving God in the places He has put each of us.
May we have that spirit of cooperation and unity and realize that
we need to work together to do our best for the Lord. We must “go
quickly” for we don’t have long to serve.

Breakfast for Alumni and FriendsBreakfast for Alumni and FriendsBreakfast for Alumni and FriendsBreakfast for Alumni and FriendsBreakfast for Alumni and Friends
We plan to provide a breakfast on Tuesday at 8:00 a.m. in the

library as we did last year. There will be a time to share your
memories of Southeastern Baptist College.

Please contact the college if you plan to attend the breakfast so
we may better plan for it. If you would like to email us, please use
bbrown@southeasternbaptist.edu.

Choir to PerformChoir to PerformChoir to PerformChoir to PerformChoir to Perform
We are thankful for the growth of the choir each year. They will

be singing in the Tuesday morning service soon after the associa-
tion convenes at 9:30 a.m.

Benefit Concert
All Gospel Bluegrass

Southeastern Baptist College
November 14, 2009
3:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Featuring
Mississippi Five

Alan Sibley & The Magnolia Ramblers
Railroad Creek

- Rain or Shine-
Admission $15.00

(children under 12 free with paying adult)

Concessions Available
- BMA of Mississippi Brotherhood -

We’re Over The Top!
The goal of 12,000 Christmas shoeboxes for “Making Everlasting

Smiles” was exceeded Monday morning, September 21, when
Pastor Ben Kingston of Bethel Baptist Church, Lonedell, Missouri,
delivered the shoeboxes from his church to the warehouse. He ahd
come to attend the BMAA Missions Advisory Committee meeting
at the BMAA office in Little Rock.  These shoeboxes brought the
total to over
13,000 and the
total has grown
to approximately
13,200 as some of
the other com-
mittee members
have brought
shoeboxes from
their churches.

The response
to the project this
year has been tre-
mendous and ex-
citement has
grown as the
boxes have continued to come in.  More than half of the shoeboxes
will be shipped to Ghana on Thursday, and the remainder will leave
for Laos in early October.

To each person who had a part in making this a record-setting
year for “Making Everlasting Smiles”, BMMI expresses sincere
thanks to each individual and church who had a desire to share the
love of Christ and put a smile on a child’s face this Christmas!

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

When Your Adult Children Do Wrong
No matter how hard you

worked as a parent, you realize
that your parenting wasn't per-
fect, and neither are your grown
children. Don't get stuck with
that one. Don't live a life of re-
gret that you could have done
something different, something
better, or something that would
change what you are experienc-
ing currently with your adult
child. Satan wants you to dwell
on all of your mistakes. He wants
you to be discouraged. If you are
discouraged, the enemy knows
you will be able to do nothing for
God's glory.

The first thing you need to do
is focus on the problem at hand
and quit contemplating the past.
This is not what you had hoped
for your child, but this is the
reality that you must deal with.
The first thing you need to do is
to embrace Philippians 3: 13,14.
" Brethren, I count not myself to
have apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and
reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward
the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ
Jesus." Forget the past, and
reach for the future. Pressing on
means it is not going to be easy,
but with Christ' help we can
press on. Last night ended at
midnight, and today is a whole
new day. Anyone's future can
change at any point with God's
help. Reach to the future, be-

cause God is already there.
You cannot give up on your

child. God does not give up on
any of us in spite of our wicked-
ness. He does not abandon us in
spite of our rebellious attitude.
God will not give up on any of us

because He loves us. You must
not give up on your child either.
Because you love them. Parents
cannot cut off all contact either.
Communication lines should al-
ways be kept open for problem
solving  confession and repen-
tance. There is no scripture
where we are told to throw away
relationships because they are
difficult or because they hurt.
We are not to throw away a rela-
tionship with our kids even if
they steal money from us, hurt
us, or cuss us out. Love is uncon-
ditional. So is forgiveness.

Parents must set boundaries.
When I tell you that you must
keep the relationship open and
forgive your kids even if they rob
you blind, it does not mean you
should not set boundaries. This
is where dysfunctional families
have problems. It is not healthy,

or showing any love towards a
wayward adult child, for you to
not set boundaries for them.
Even to go so far as to not let
them live with you may be justi-
fied in certain circumstances. If
you let them just keep on abus-
ing and misusing you, then they
will never learn.

Kids have to experience the
pain of wrong choices. There
have to be consequences to wrong
or sinful behavior. God allows
storms into our lives to some-
times teach us something that
we would never learn unless we
went through the storm. If you're
adult child has to go through the
legal system, then so be it. Maybe
God can finally get their atten-
tion through this storm. How-
ever, if you always bail them out
from their troubles, they will
never learn. God whispers to us
in prayer, but gets our attention
when we are in a storm. Don't
rescue. Don't fix. Don't control.
Don't try and manipulate every
outcome for your adult child's
life.

Sometimes they have to fig-
ure things out on their own. If
they get into a financial mess,
then you have to pray and let the
Holy Spirit lead you. Maybe
there are instances when you
should help them out. There are
times however, when you are
going to have to have a stiff
upper lip, and tell them no. They
need to learn to get through this
mess they have created on their
own.

Parents cannot negate the sin.
If your 27 year old married son
runs off to Las Vegas with his
neighbor, you don't tell your
friends, "Oh well, boys will be
boys." If you son beats his wife,
you don't say, "Well she prob-
ably drove him to it." If your
daughter is caught for bribing a
judge, or stealing at the work-
place, you don't blame it on stress
or sexism. There is right and
there is wrong. And all the love,
acceptance and forgiveness in
the world cannot erase that fact.
If your kids do wrong, accept it.
They can be saved and they can
know better. Never underesti-
mate the power of Satan to lead
good kids down the wrong path.
Never be surprised at the hu-
man flesh and the potential for
moral failure that lies within all
of us. Let them experience the
pain of their sinful choices.

Parents cannot reverse the
damages. When they were little
and broke a vase, you could glue
it back together. But when your
kid is 35 and breaks their mar-
riage up, there is nothing you
can do to glue it back together.

continued on page 6continued on page 6continued on page 6continued on page 6continued on page 6
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Don Brown
Editor

"I think you are sitting in his place"

Annual Meeting Near
The 2009 BMA of Mississippi Annual meeting

is scheduled for later this month in Laurel. We
will once again assemble on the campus of South-
eastern Baptist College. Reports from each area
of our work will be given and plans for the future
will be reviewed.

God has blessed our Association over the years
and continues to bless the faithful work by His
servants.

Our world is rapidly changing and we must be
faithful in our efforts. Our supporting churches
are obligated to participate and be represented
at these sessions. Below you will find the sched-
ule for this year's meeting.

Let us all assemble on the campus of SBC for a time of reflection,
fellowship, worship and planning to further the Lord's commission
to go and to be faithful.

Annual Meeting Schedule
Monday - October 19, 2009Monday - October 19, 2009Monday - October 19, 2009Monday - October 19, 2009Monday - October 19, 2009
WMA Officers 4:00 PM
Brotherhood Dinner (SBC) 5:00 PM
WMA - SBC Chapel 7:00 PM
Brotherhood - SBC Gym 7:00 PM

Tuesday Morning - October 20, 2009Tuesday Morning - October 20, 2009Tuesday Morning - October 20, 2009Tuesday Morning - October 20, 2009Tuesday Morning - October 20, 2009
9:00 AM Registration
9:30 AM Association Convenes

Southeastern Baptist College
SBC Choir

Annual Theme Presentation
12:00 Adjourn for Lunch

Tuesday AfternoonTuesday AfternoonTuesday AfternoonTuesday AfternoonTuesday Afternoon
1:30 PM Association Continues

Southeastern Baptist College
2010 Annual Site & Speaker

2010 Midyear Site & Speaker
Adjourn

Tuesday EveningTuesday EveningTuesday EveningTuesday EveningTuesday Evening
6:00 PM Reception for Latrelle Windham
7:00 PM Midway FBC, Sumrall Choir
7:30 PM Annual Message

Ken Riley, Pastor
Lebanon Baptist Church, Laurel

Wednesday Morning - October 21, 2009Wednesday Morning - October 21, 2009Wednesday Morning - October 21, 2009Wednesday Morning - October 21, 2009Wednesday Morning - October 21, 2009
9:00 AM Southeastern Baptist College

State Brotherhood News
Roger Jefcoat, Brotherhood president

ProjectProjectProjectProjectProject
I am grateful to all the churches that responded to the request for

offerings to help with our State Project in September.  I do not have
the total amount given during this month, but Brother Roger Akers
will have this in his report at the state meeting.  I can say that God
has blessed with more offerings than we have received in several
years. May each person and each church have an extra blessing for
their giving.  Jude 1:22 says”And some having compassion, making
a difference”.  God will always use “some” to make the difference in
His work.

Annual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual MeetingAnnual Meeting
Our Annual Meeting will be October 19, 2009, at Southeastern

Baptist College.  Remember that we are requesting a $6.00 per
person donation be given for this meal.  This can be given at the door
that night.  Please notify one of the Brotherhood officers of the
number that will be attending from your church before October 15
so we can make preparations.

You may contact one of the following officers: Roger Jefcoat (601-
426-6402), Bryson Haden (662-251-0443), Adam Sloan (601-428-
7354), or Roger Akers (662-257-9839).  We are anticipating a great
meeting and we hope to see you there.

Used LiteratureUsed LiteratureUsed LiteratureUsed LiteratureUsed Literature
This would be a good time gather all the used literature and bring

to the missions office since the state meeting will be just across the
highway.  This is a great ministry so please help with us with it.

Pray for our BMA men that God will use them in His work.

High School TeacherHigh School TeacherHigh School TeacherHigh School TeacherHigh School Teacher
Concerned About StateConcerned About StateConcerned About StateConcerned About StateConcerned About State
Curriculum RequirementsCurriculum RequirementsCurriculum RequirementsCurriculum RequirementsCurriculum Requirements
Dear Church Members,

I want to take a moment to
bring to your attention the fol-
lowing assault against what the
Bible teaches that is being
pressed upon our young people.

High school students must
pass state-mandated tests in
order to graduate from high
school.  These tests are required
by the Mississippi State Board
of Education.  The particular
test we are concerned with is the
one required by Biology.  Unless
we do something now, we can
expect to see the theory of evolu-
tion taught as being “true” in
this class.

The curriculum for this class
is set at the state level and the
test comes from the material that
is to be taught and learned by
our students.  On the state test,
students must accept this theory
as truth in marking their an-
swers so they can pass and there-
fore receive a high school di-
ploma.  The Bible states that
God created the heavens and
the earth.  We as God’s people
cannot sit by and allow our young
people to be coerced into accept-
ing the theory of evolution by
our state leaders in order to re-
ceive their high school diploma.

 Please help us take a stand
against placing evolution on the
state test for Biology.  Call the
state superintendent and your
local superintendents, the state
board of education members and
legislators.  Together, the voice
of God’s people needs to be heard.
Blessings to you,
Kirk Ladner
191 Cable Bridge Rd.
Perkinston, MS 39573
Youth Director,
Little Creek Baptist Church &
High School Teacher,
George County Public Schools

Reception to be held
for Bro. Latrelle Windham

On Tuesday night, October 20th in the Student Center of
Southeastern Baptist College, you are invited to a reception in
honor of Bro. Latrelle Windham. He resigned in May as the BMA
of Mississippi Youth Department Director after 26 years of
faithful service.

If you would like to make a financial donation or write a note
of your most fond memory of camp or ABS, there will be a box
made available to collect these items. The love offering and
memory notes will be given to Bro. Latrelle at the conclusion of
the reception. Please continue to pray for Bro. Latrelle and his
family as they pursuit God's new direction for their life.

The safest place
to be is within
the will of God.
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Greetings from the Mississippi Baptist Children’s Home,
First of all, let me express to you our heartfelt thanks and gratitude for your prayerful and financial

support for this ministry during the past year.  It is because of your support for boys and girls in need through
this ministry that you have had a direct influence on helping to mold young lives for the present and for
the future.

One of the greatest things that takes place is the birth of a baby.  Many times as we look at these bundles
of blessings from God we ask ourselves, “I wonder what is this child going to become?”  You know, when God
wants to accomplish His will and purposes in this world He usually sends a baby.  When the nation of Israel
needed to be delivered from Egypt what did God do?  He sent a baby, Moses.  When God wanted to prepare
the nation of Israel for the coming Messiah what did He do? He sent a baby, John the Baptist.  When God
wanted to save sinners in this world what did He do?  He sent a baby, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Matthew 1:21.
The parents of Moses, Amram and Jochebed,  are not well known or famous people, but they had a very
famous son, Moses.  The distinguishing thing about them that is worth observing is their influence on the
life of this little boy, because it lasted a lifetime.

As you are aware October and November are Special Emphasis months for the Children’s Home each
year.  Your help during this Special Emphasis is important to the ongoing operation of the Home.  Our goal
this year is $25,000 and we are encouraging each church to consider taking part in this Special Emphasis.

For just a moment think about the influence you are having and have had on the lives of children
through the ministry of the Mississippi Baptist Children’s Home.  Some of the greatest things we can do
for children in today’s society is to help them be brought up under the atmosphere of attending the Lord’s
house for worship, allowing them to see and hear us offer up prayers to the God of heaven, and to teach them
to love the inspired Word of God.  As in the case of Moses faith cannot be inherited from one’s parents, but
faith can be instilled when proper values are taught and lived.  Our desire at the Mississippi Baptist
Children’s Home is to make it such an atmosphere of faith that children will grow up and trust the Lord
Jesus as their Savior, that they will learn how to pray and how to read the Word of God and how to claim
God’s promises.

Pray for the ministry of the Mississippi Baptist Children’s Home that we will provide children with the
loving warmth of Christian life and upbringing in an atmosphere that brings honor and glory to the Lord.

Influencing Children for a Lifetime,
Sidney D. Davis
Director

2009 Mississippi Baptist Children's Home Special Emphasis
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You can love and forgive your
child for the drug abuse, but you
cannot do anything about the
kidney or liver damage.
Galatians 6:7

"Do not be deceived. God is
not mocked for whatever a man
sows, this he will also reap."
Just pray with passion and
power because God is still on
your side. God is still pulling for
your child because they are His
child first. There is always hope
with Jesus. There is nothing too
hard for God . Luke 1:37. Love
them. Forgive them. Set bound-
aries with them. Release the
outcome to God for their life.

PlumleePlumleePlumleePlumleePlumlee
from page 3from page 3from page 3from page 3from page 3

Ministers Resource Services
Retirement Agency of the BMA of America
Ron Chesser, Executive Director

Special Emphasis Days in OctoberSpecial Emphasis Days in OctoberSpecial Emphasis Days in OctoberSpecial Emphasis Days in OctoberSpecial Emphasis Days in October
October is Pastor Apprecia-

tion month throughout the BMA
of America.  In view of that the
BMA of America voted in the
last annual session to designate
October 25, 2009 as special em-
phasis Sunday for Ministers
Resource Services, in that our
ministry is directly involved with
pastors, staff and employees of
churches and departments.

We pray on October 25, the
last Sunday of the month, that
every BMA of America church
will do two things: 1) enroll your
pastor and church staff in the
BMA Retirement at Ministers
Resource Services and 2) take
the initiative to receive a love
offering for MRS.  Your support
is deeply appreciated.

As a church by enrolling your
pastor in the BMA Retirement

Plan during Pastor Apprecia-
tion month you will be honoring
him and his family in a special
way.  I can assure you that it will
be an act of love that he will
never forget.  Remember NO
AMOUNT is too small to begin
contributing to your pastor’s re-
tirement.  Surely each church
throughout the BMAA could
send at least $25.00 per month
from their general fund for their
pastor’s retirement.

You may contact Ministers
Resource Services, the retire-
ment agency of the BMA of
America, at P. O. Box 2866,
Texarkana, AR 75504, by phone
at 870-774-2654 or email Execu-
tive Director, Ron Chesser, at
RChesser6365@aol.com to re-
quest a retirement packet or to
open an account.

Joseph Harris

miniedition

www.miniedition.net

Culturally Accepted, Scripturally Rejected
Interpretations of scripture

are wide and varied. That which
is as "plain as the nose on your
face" to one person, is sometimes
impossible to see by another
person. Personally, I know the
world would be a much better
place if everyone just saw things
my way. I know I would be happy.
But now let's come back to real-
ity. Background, training, envi-
ronment, bias and spirituality
affect understanding, perception
and interpretation.

Concerning interpretation of
the Bible, known formally as
Hermeneutics, perception,
based on presupposition is im-
portant. If the Bible is not viewed
as being an independent author-
ity, it has no authority. In other
words, doctrine cannot be inter-
preted culturally. If current hu-
man culture is the basis of the
final understanding of a pas-
sage, then the meaning of the
passage changes as culture
changes. This type of Bible in-
terpretation is known as cul-
tural relativism. This view
teaches that specific commands
in scripture are not as authori-
tative as the actual principle
found in the command. The com-
mand becomes "culturally
bound" or only good for the cul-
ture of the people to whom it was
originally written, so only the
principle is what lives on and
can be used.

This is how abortion, other-
wise known as the senseless
slaughter of innocent babies, can
be justified. In other words, when
Jesus said, "Thou shalt do no
murder", the real principle,

which transcends the prohibi-
tion on murder, is the principle
of respecting another human life,
which would only be a fully
formed human outside the
womb. With this line of reason-

ing, it would be disrespectful to
the mother, and a violation of
her rights, to remove her option
of choice. Did you get that logic?

To remove her choice of
whether or not to murder, is to
disrespect her and after all, that
is really what this whole "Thou
shalt not murder" thing is about,
in principle. This interpretation
allows murder, since the higher
prohibition is against disrespect.
So to remove choice from the
mother is to disrespect her, but
removing life from the baby is
not disrespecting the baby. The
times, they are-a-changing, and
though murder today is cultur-
ally acceptable, it is still scrip-
turally rejected.

Homosexuality is becoming
culturally acceptable more and
more as society becomes desen-
sitized to this abnormality. Men
do not fit with men physically or
emotionally. Women do not fit
with women physically or emo-
tionally. Though the Bible does
have something to say about
homosexuality, people do not

want to hear the truth. Both the
Old and New Testaments con-
demn it plainly, but an interpre-
tation based on a higher prin-
ciple says that infidelity in a
relationship is wrong, not ho-
mosexuality itself, regardless if
the relationship is heterosexual
or homosexual. In other words,
fidelity in a monogamous homo-
sexual union would be accept-
able today, though it was unac-
ceptable in Paul's day in He-
brew culture. After all, today
homosexuals are accepted as
evidenced by their being elected
to public office, being allowed to
adopt children, and in some
states, are given a marriage li-
cense. It's culturally acceptable,
but still scripturally rejected.

The trend to license and or-
dain women in a preaching and
teaching ministry is becoming
more prevalent today, based
upon an interpretation of cul-
tural relativism. In other words,
the old male dominated culture
of the Hebrews suppressed
women, but modern 21st cen-
tury culture liberates women,
so the principle of equality must
prevail. By the way, equality is

not the issue; God ordained au-
thority is the issue. The Bible
once again has prescriptive
words to follow. Paul in the in-
spired scriptures stated, "Let the
woman learn in silence with all
subjection. But I suffer not a
woman to teach, nor to usurp
authority over the man, but to
be in silence. For Adam was first
formed, then Eve. And Adam
was not deceived, but the woman
being deceived was in the trans-
gression." I Timothy 2:11-14.

God established the author-
ity of the man over the woman
through the priority of creation,
and the fact that the man was
not deceived in the temptation.
In giving qualifications for the
pastor, the inspired scriptures
also state that the bishop is to be
..."the husband of one wife..." as
found three verses later in I
Timothy 3:2. It is impossible for
any woman to be the husband of
a wife (see number 2 above).

It is true that there are women
in the Bible through whom God
spoke a word of prophecy, such
as Miriam the sister of Moses,
(Exodus 15:20) Deborah, (Judges
4-5) Huldah the wife of Shallum.

(2 Kings 22:14,) the four daugh-
ters of Philip the evangelist (Acts
21:8-9), and Anna (Luke 2:36),
but they did not preach or teach
in the temple or the church in
the official capacity of an office.
Plus, in Exodus 15:20, Miriam,
a woman is seen leading women,
not men. The truth of this con-
sistent practice throughout the
Bible is stated plainly in I Cor.
14:34, "Let your women keep
silence in the churches: for it is
not permitted unto them to
speak; but they are commanded
to be under obedience, as also
saith the law."

We've come a long way, baby.
Women are now being elevated
to positions of authority over
men in churches. Many women
today are licensed to preach and
ordained to pastor churches,
even in some Southern Baptist
churches and the Black National
Baptist Convention. Unfortu-
nately, this practice will eventu-
ally come to pass in missionary
Baptist churches (BMA mission-
ary Baptist churches) and Inde-
pendent Baptist Churches.

Never say never, in today's
Laodicean style age. It is becom-
ing more and more culturally
acceptable, but is still scriptur-
ally rejected.

Abortion raises risk for subsequent babies
WASHINGTON (BP)--A new
analysis of 37 different studies
shows abortion entails a "sig-
nificantly increased risk" of pre-
mature birth and low birth
weight in a woman's subsequent
babies. The report found a
greater risk of such results with
multiple abortions.

The meta-analysis by Cana-
dian researcher Prakesh Shah
found that a woman who had an
abortion in the first six months
of a pregnancy later had a 35
percent greater risk of a baby
with low birth weight and a 36
percent increased risk of a pre-
mature baby.

Additionally, the analysis
showed a woman with more than
one abortion had a 72 percent
greater risk for a low-birth
weight child and a 93 percent
increased risk for a premature
baby.

The meta-analysis by Shah, a
pediatrician at Mount Sinai
Hospital in Toronto, was pub-

lished Sept. 16 in the BJOG: An
International Journal of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology.

Shah's research spanned 37
studies from 1965 to 2001.

Shah stated that he did not
want his analysis used against
abortion, but was quoted by The
Guardian in London as saying,
""When a woman comes for in-
duced termination of pregnancy,
she should be counseled about
that risk. At least she will be
able to make an informed choice."

Newer modifications of the
suction abortion procedure or
other abortion methods "may be
safer," Shaw speculated, but he
told the newspaper that "we
could not find any data on which
to base that assumption because
they have not been studied."

Brent Rooney of the Reduce
Preterm Risk Coalition in
Vancouver, Canada, told
LifeNews.com, "From 1958 to
2009 there has never been a
'study of studies' (meta-analy-

sis) or systematic review" of re-
search into the link between
abortion and premature birth.

According to LifeNews, a
study Rooney conducted found
1,096 low-birth weight newborns
in the United States in 2007 who
developed cerebral palsy -– ba-
bies who were born to women
who previously had abortions.

Rooney noted that "babies
under 32 weeks' gestation have
55 times the cerebral palsy risk
as full-term (at least 37 weeks)
newborns.
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Church Camp Can Be Fun and Spiritually Rejuvenating
Church camp . . .  sounds kinda dull,

boring and “preachy”, but not at Camp-
ground Baptist in Gulfport.  We have
found a way to present the word of God
that captures the attention of young
people.  Pastor Bryan Atwood made the
vision proposed by late Pastor Harry
Tapp a reality – creating a church camp
ministry.  Although Campground has
hosted youth camps the past several
years, this year was different.  The
length of camp was increased and the
on-site facilities eliminated the need for
host homes.

In June, Church members began
working tirelessly into the night get-
ting everything ready.  Painting, run-
ning water lines,
building porches and
setting up cabins was
taking longer than
expected.  Twelve
days before Junior
Camp (ages 6 years –
6th grade), some be-
gan to doubt we would
get all necessary
projects completed.
As always though,
when working for the
Lord and not personal
gain, God provides!  Unexpected help
and resources began pouring in and
after a whirlwind month,  everything
was finally ready!  Although camp re-
quires much planning, preparation time
and effort, the blessings are indescrib-

able.
On July  17, Jun-

ior Campers arrived
from local and neigh-
boring communities.
This overnight camp
focused on lessons
entitled “Safety
First” and “Under
Construction”.  Then
five days later on
July 23rd, the 103
Senior Campers (grades 7 – college)
began their camp experience.  Our “Un-
der Construction” theme unfolded with
each lesson.  God’s unique “plan” of
salvation can be received after we re-

spond to his “site
preparation” of our
hearts.  Our “foun-
dation” of Jesus
Christ leads to the
“framework” of faith
which increases as
we hear his word.
“Finishing” refers to
being filled with the
Holy Spirit who
leads us in our daily
lives.  Next, the
“landscaping” for

our project is synonymous with how
God’s attributes are reflected in our
daily lives – how we talk, what we say,
how we act and our love for others.
Lastly, “maintenance” is about running
the good race, laying aside distractions

and constantly fight-
ing to overcome temp-
tations.  This mes-
sage was woven into
all planning and ac-
tivities.
Each day was filled

with a variety of ac-
tivities.  Our games
coordinator planned
things like “Faith
Factor”, “Man Hunt”,

and “Are you Smarter than a 5th
Grader,” in addition to team competi-
tions, an obstacle course and huge wa-
ter slides.  The relay and canoe races
required teamwork and cooperation.  A
few participants started the talent show
and quickly more people joined to dis-
play their talents once
they realized it was
really fun and not a
“competition”.  Many
participated in volley-
ball,  softball and
c h u r c h - s p e c i f i c ,
youth development
activities available
during the daily free
time provided.  A dedi-
cated staff arrived
early and left late to
provide three deli-
cious meals daily.  Each day ended with
a camp-wide praise and worship service
filled with music and great testimonies
that stirred everyone’s hearts and

helped create lasting relationships.
Although our daily schedules were
packed, the joy of the Lord was evident
in the laughter and fun expressed by
both campers and leaders.  Bro. Bryan
feels strongly that all participants have
fun while learning about God’s plan for
our lives.  Sixteen senior campers and 8
junior campers were  saved during camp!
The churches in attendance – Union
Chapel from Sturgis, Biloxi Creek, Pine
Ridge in Laurel, Bethel from Wiggins,
Heritage, Mt Horeb from Collins and
Campground continue to report how
camp  has impacted these young lives.
Summer camp really is a way to learn
about Jesus Christ through fun, fellow-
ship, praise and worship in a new set-
ting.  As a camp leader, you can present

the word of God to
others, grow in faith,
and rejuvenate your
spirit!  Consider be-
ing a part of a sum-
mer camp next year
as a camper or
leader.  You will be
changed by the ex-
perience!
For information on
future camps, please
monitor our website,
campgroundbaptist.com,

for registration information and
downloadable forms.   Bro. Bryan
Atwood can also be reached at 228-861-
9016.

How Should WHow Should WHow Should WHow Should WHow Should We Look Upon The Nation Of Israel ?e Look Upon The Nation Of Israel ?e Look Upon The Nation Of Israel ?e Look Upon The Nation Of Israel ?e Look Upon The Nation Of Israel ?
by Grover Lairdby Grover Lairdby Grover Lairdby Grover Lairdby Grover Laird

God called Abraham to leave his
people and go unto a land that He would
show him. God then promised that He
would make of him a “great nation.”
(Genesis 12:2) Later God promised to
make him the father of many nations.
Some of those nations were the Arabs,
descendants of Abraham and his
handmaid Hagar; the Edomites, descen-
dants of Abraham’s grandson Esau;  the
Midianites, descendants of Keturah,
Abraham’s wife after the death of Sa-
rah; and the Israelites, the descendants
of Abraham’s grandson Jacob. The two
that concerns most people today are the
Israelites and the Arabs.

Some are prone to completely reject
the descendants of Ishmael. Maybe be-
cause Ishmael was the son of Abraham
by a handmaid. Maybe because they
have ever been in conflict with God’s
chosen nation Israel. Or Maybe because
their religion teaches them to persecute
Christians.

We must remember, however, that
all men were made in the image of God,
(James 3:9) and for this reason are due
a certain amount of honor--- “Honour
all men...”(I Peter 2:17) If they accept
Jesus as their Savior, they are to be
loved as brethren. Notice:"... Love the
brotherhood...." (1 Peter 2:17) Also, we

are commanded to “do good to all
men.”(Galatians 6:10) Whether they are
saved or not, we are commanded to pray
for them--"I exhort therefore, that, first
of all, supplications, prayers, interces-
sions, and giving of thanks, be made for
all men;" (1 Timothy 2:1)They are part
of the world that Jesus died for, (He-
brews 2:9) and we are therefore respon-
sible to carry them the gospel of Christ.
(Mark 16:15)

But there is a different between the
descendants of Ishmael and the descen-
dants of Isaac. While God promised to
multiply Ishmael “exceedingly,”(which
He has done)  His covenant and certain
promises were passed on to Israel
through Isaac. Speaking to Abraham
God said,"And as for Ishmael, I have
heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him,
and will make him fruitful, and will
multiply him exceedingly; twelve
princes shall he beget, and I will make
him a great nation. But my covenant
will I establish with Isaac, which Sarah
shall bear unto thee at this set time in
the next year." (Genesis 17:21) Also,
according to the flesh, the Savior of the
world was born of Abraham through
Jacob’s son Judah.(Galatians 3:16; He-
brews 7:14)

One of the main reasons that Israel is
special to God goes back to the dedica-
tion of Abraham. Speaking to Isaac con-

cerning his descendants God said,"And
I will make thy seed to multiply as the
stars of heaven, and will give unto thy
seed all these countries; and in thy seed
shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed; Because that Abraham obeyed
my voice, and kept my charge, my com-
mandments, my statutes, and my laws."
(Genesis 26:4,5)

The promise that God made to
Abraham concerning the land of Canaan
being an heritage for his people was
confirmed to Isaac and Jacob, not to
Ishmael. (Genesis 26:3; Exodus 6:8) Also,
Israel is the nation that God promised
would be a special people to Himself,
(Exodus 19:1-6) and that covenant was
an everlasting covenant. (Genesis 17:19)

Israel does have a history of disobey-
ing God. The Old Testament Prophets
pointed out many things wrong with
Israel. But a closer look at the Old
Testament would cause us to feel that
she indeed “received of the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2b)
Later, the Jews pressured Pilate to cru-
cify Jesus and said, “...His blood be on
us, and on our children.” (Matthew
27:25) But judging from what has hap-
pened to Israel since that day, it would
seem that they had suffered plenty for
those words.

Maybe speaking of the end-time, God
spoke of “the sinners of my

people.”(Amos 9:10) Zephaniah spoke
of this people having an ugly pride be-
cause of God’s holy mountain in their
midst. (Zephaniah 3:11) This may be
one reason that there is a time of trouble
for Israel that is yet to come--"Alas! for
that day is great, so that none is like it:
it is even the time of Jacob's trouble; but
he shall be saved out of it." (Jeremiah
30:7)

I do think, however, that we should
be careful not to criticize Israel too much.
While her Prophets could cry aloud and
spare not, (Isaiah 58:1) God would not
let Balaam and Balak do it. He caused
Balaam to speak highly of Israel--"He
hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, nei-
ther hath he seen perverseness in Is-
rael: the LORD his God is with him, and
the shout of a king is among them."
(Numbers 23:21)

But Israel did indeed sin, and as a
result of it suffered much. Often times
they suffered in a strange land, losing
the blessing of living in the land God
promised to Isaac and his descendants.
(Genesis 26:3) Yet God has preserved
them as He promised, (Amos 9:9) and
has brought them back to their land as
one nation to be driven out of it no more,
(Ezekiel 37) or so it  seems.

Though Israel’s history has not all

continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8
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News articles should
contain information that will be

of interest to the general public who are
not members of the church that is

CHURCH
NEWS

Big Creek to host Florida Boys
The Florida Boys Southern Gospel quartet

will be in concert at Big Creek Baptist Church
near Soso. Also on the program will be the
group Stubborn Love. The church is located
on Highway 84, 10 miles west of Laurel and
15 miles east of Collins.

The concert is free and the public is
invited.

Church to hold Gospel Sing
Westview Baptist Church, Oxford, will be

hosting a Gospel Singing on October 25th,
2009 at 1:30pm. We are located at 435 Hwy
6 west in Oxford. For more information
please call 662-236-1971. Come join us for a
good time praising and singing. Guest groups
include "The Canaan Landers" and "The
Unionaires".

Pineview, Lucedale to Host Sing
The group Big Blessing will be at Pineview

Missionary Baptist Church near Lucedale
Sunday night, October 4 for our First Sunday
Sing. The sing will start at 5:30, and supper
will be served afterward. Admission is free.
The church invites everyone. For more infor-

mation, call 601-408-0537 or 601-766-1428.
John Mills, Pastor
Ann Eubanks, Clerk

Ordination set
East Main Baptist Church of Lumberton

will ordain Bro. Lester Davis into the Gospel
Ministry on October 9,2009 at 7:00 p.m. We
invite all ordained preachers and deacons
from our sister churches to come and help us
in this service. We have called Bro. Davis as
associate/youth pastor here at East Main.

Buddy Cameron, Pastor

Small Church in Arizona
 seeking a pastor

 Mt. Carmel Missionary Baptist Church in
Safford, Arizona, is in need of a pastor that is
self-supporting or who can work outside the
church. We supply a parsonage, utilities,
phone and a small love offering weekly to
supplement your income. Safford is a town
with a population of approximately 12,000
and is located in the southeastern part of the
state. The town is also the county seat of
Graham County.  You may get in contact with
us by phone or e-mail at 928-428-4783, 928-
965-1540, or email to
nolanslockandkey@hotmail.com. Please re-
member Mt. Carmel in your prayers. Pastors
are precious and are hard to find.

East Amory Baptist Church Revival
Please join us at East Amory Baptist Church

for a time for revival!   Bro. Kenneth Bobo of
Hope, Arkansas, will be the evangelist.  Bro.
Bobo will be speaking Sunday, October 11,
during our morning and evening worship
services at 10:45 a.m. and 5:45 p.m. We will
continue to meet Monday through Thursday,
October 15, starting at 7:00 p.m.

Also, we will be having noon services
Monday-Thursday in our fellowhip hall and

lunch will be served as we worship.  Commu-
nity workers are especially encouraged to
join us during their lunch break.  Special
music will be a part of each service, so please
come for this time of renewal.  Please re-
member to pray for our services.

For further information, contact us at
(662) 256-5650 or at our web site
www.eastamorybaptist.com

Bro. Roger Akers, Pastor

Ten Mile Monthly Committee Meeting
The annual Ten Mile Committee Meeting

met with Unity Baptist Church in McHenry,
on September 19, 2009. Officers elected for
the coming year are Bro. Wallace Williams,
moderator; Dr. Eugene Anderson, assistant
moderator; Bro. Dan Parker, clerk; Bro. Doyle
Bond assistant clerk, Bro. Keith Kirkland
treasurer, Bro. Bill Spirghtner, assistant trea-
surer; Bro. Freddie Wagner, youth director;
Bro. Kirk Ladner, assistant youth director and
Bro. Chris Freeman reporter. The missionary
committee members are as follows: Bro.
Carlos Smith, Bro. Dennis Knight, and Bro.
Stan Bennet. Bro. Clell Allen was voted to be
the speaker for next year’s meeting and Bro.
Barney O’Neal as the alternate speaker. The
next meeting will be held at Paramount
Baptist Church in Perkinston on November 2,
2009.

Bro. Paul Lee gave a report on the prison
ministry and Bro. Lavelle Lee reported on the
Revolving Loan Fund and the State Mission’s
Department.

Bro. Chris Freeman brought the message.
It was very soul searching a timely message
which was received greatly by the congrega-
tion. Right hand of appreciation was given
and then the meeting was dismissed with a
bountiful meal prepared afterward.

Bro. Stan Bennett, Moderator
Dr. Eugene Anderson, Reporter

Listing of names does not indicate
endorsement. This column is for

information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

John GrimesJohn GrimesJohn GrimesJohn GrimesJohn Grimes
Trinity Baptist Church in Florence is

pleased to announce that on June 26,
2009,  Bro. John Grimes surrendered to
the ministry and was licensed on July
19, 2009. Bro. John is 41 years old and
has been married for 17 years to his
wife, Stephanie. They have 4 children:
Dylan (15), Morgan (13), Josie (9) and
Colby (4). Bro. John may be reached for
pulpit supply and/or ministry service as
the Lord leads at 601-936-6937 or 601-
717-3743 . For references, you may call
our pastor, Bro. James Brown, at 601-
209-1502.

We are rejoicing and praise God for
Bro. John and his family. We know and
believe that God will use them for His
service in a mighty way. Please keep
them in your prayers.

Richard ClarkRichard ClarkRichard ClarkRichard ClarkRichard Clark
Bro. Richard Clark is available for

pulpit supply. He is an ordained minis-
ter from Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
in Saucier. He and his wife Anna have
one child on the way. Brother Rick has
received pastoral training and experi-
ence. He is a four-year graduate of South-

Sofilthy's
Attic
by Barbara White

Everything’s
Goin’ My Way

We used to sing, "Everything's goin' my
way."  We sang it whether we meant it or
not.

I heard something the other day that
made me think of that song.  It says it
differently but means the same thing.
"When everything is coming your way,
you're in the wrong lane."

There are usually serious consequences
for being in the wrong lane.  He is not
directing our path.

"In all thy ways acknowledge Him and
He shall direct thy paths."  It'll keep you
from going the wrong way on a one-way
street!

eastern Baptist College. He has a pas-
tor-teacher heart and a desire to help
people grow spiritually and have a strong
fire for the work of the Lord. If you can
use him, you may contact him at 228-
627-6733 or through his pastor, Bro.
Coy Rice, at 228-860-0643.

Pete ReynoldsPete ReynoldsPete ReynoldsPete ReynoldsPete Reynolds
Bro. Pete Reynolds is available for

pulpit supply. He is an ordained minis-
ter from Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
in Saucier. He and his wife Debbie have
been marries 29 years and they have
two sons, Matthew, 26 and Brock, 19.
Brother Pete has received pastoral train-
ing and experience. He has a heart to
pastor and a strong desire to serve God
to his fullest. If you can use him, you
may contact him at 228-234-0512 or
through his pastor, Bro. Coy Rice, at
228-860-0643.

Gospel Group AvailableGospel Group AvailableGospel Group AvailableGospel Group AvailableGospel Group Available
BigBlessin, a Southern Gospel trio

based out of Lucedale, Mississippi, would
love to come share the word through
song and lift our Saviour's name on
high. The trio is baritone Mitch Greene,
lead Chris Smith and tenor Todd
Seaborg. Truly God has a blessing for
you! For more information call 601-508-
1574 or 601-766-3035.

been good, it started off good and it will
end that way--"And it shall come to pass
in that day, that I will seek to destroy all
the nations that come against Jerusa-
lem. And I will pour upon the house of
David, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of
supplications: and they shall look upon
me whom they have pierced, and they
shall mourn for him, as one mourneth
for his only son, and shall be in bitter-
ness for him, as one that is in bitterness
for his firstborn." (Zechariah 12:9,10)

Israel is referred to as the apple of
God’s eye. (Deuteronomy 32:10;
Zechariah 2:8) Paul  referred to the
conflict between Israel and the Arabs,
and he made Israel looked good in the
allegory. (Galatians 4:22-31) God has
even honored the twelve tribes of Israel
in the eternal city of the saints. Speak-
ing of that eternal city John wrote, "And
had a wall great and high, and had
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels, and names written thereon,
which are the names of the twelve tribes
of the children of Israel:" (Revelation
21:12)  There are many other reasons
for feeling that Israel is special with
God. (Rom. 9:4-5)

While we must be Christian toward
all nations of the world, it will probably
be to our advantage if we will have a
special feeling toward the nation that is
special with God.

How WHow WHow WHow WHow We Shoulde Shoulde Shoulde Shoulde Should
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Lesbian's victory legalizes religious discriminationLesbian's victory legalizes religious discriminationLesbian's victory legalizes religious discriminationLesbian's victory legalizes religious discriminationLesbian's victory legalizes religious discrimination
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - A Christian attorney
suggests that a ruling Tuesday (Sep-
tember 29) by the California Supreme
Court legitimizes discrimination against

individuals who claim their religious
convictions prevent them from provid-
ing certain professional services.

A California lesbian has settled a
lawsuit against doctors who refused --
on the basis of their Christian faith -- to
provide her artificial insemination ser-
vices. The case went to the California
Supreme Court (see details from Asso-
ciated Press below) which ruled that
doctors, in spite of their faith, cannot
violate state anti-discrimination laws
that are designed, in part, to protect
homosexuals.

While that ends the case, Brad Dacus
of the Pacific Justice Institute says ques-
tions remain unresolved.

"The big question is the extent to
which religious objection will be de-
feated in the future in other cases where
you have institutions having religious
convictions against providing other ser-
vices," the attorney explains. "For ex-
ample, a religious hospital not wishing
to provide abortions, even though [abor-
tion could be] potentially mandated by
some future law."

Dacus feels the court is saying the
lesbian, who has since had three chil-
dren, has won the case, while discrimi-
nation against doctors of faith is legal.

"No American," he says, "should ever
have to be in a position where they have
to choose between performing their skills
and tasks and being able to follow their
faith and their convictions."
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