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Lifeword Sunday 2019, Languages and the App
by Holly Meriweather

For most BMA churches,
Lifeword Sunday is less than a
week away, and your Lifeword
team would like you to celebrate
God’s blessings with us.

First, there is the blessing of
languages: Reaching the
unreached is what Lifeword
does, so we always think in
terms of new ones. It took fifty
years for Lifeword to present
the gospel in thirty-eight lan-
guages and by the end of Octo-
ber there will be sixty.

That’s 22 more languages in
less than a decade, all because
of the Cloud. The goal is to even-
tually have 200 languages of
gospel presentations in the next
decade and Lifeword is right on
track to reach that goal.

We now have content in 60
languages that can be heard in

123 countries and
available to two billion
people worldwide.

If you go to
lifeword.org and click on the
drop-down box in the upper right
hand corner, you’ll see the cur-
rent languages for which we
have shareable content.

Then there’s the Lifeword
App.

Executive Director Donny
Parrish says, “The best part of
the Lifeword app is the on-de-
mand programming; you don’t
have to wait to see videos. You
can watch them any time then
use them to share a video or blog
with someone.”

Also due to cloud technology,
the Lifeword app is now avail-
able and your media ministry
team is excited to introduce it.
But we’re even more excited for

you to use it.
When you download the app,

you’ll see three parts: videos,
blogs and donations, all of which
you can share with people who
need to know who Jesus is.

Lifeword Sunday 2019 (Octo-
ber 20 or any day you choose) is
a chance for your church to learn
about Lifeword by downloading
and showing the video, praying
for and giving to your media
ministry that reaches the world.

If you have questions or need
information, contact Lauren at
501-205-1127 or
lauren@lifeword.org.

Celebrate Lifeword and help
us reach even more of the world
with the gospel!

Philippine Mission Update From the Samson Family ners as unified believers with
the common goal of reaching
the lost with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

As we continue building part-
nerships and raising funds, we
are also preparing our hearts to
return to the mission field. Our
target goal for returning is the
summer of 2020. Of course, this
will depend partly on our fund-
ing.

For those of you who may not
know much about our ministry,
it is primarily a church plant-
ing ministry with a support min-
istry of medical missions. Cris
has been a church planter since
2012 and I went to the mission
field as a nurse and medical
missionary in 2010.

In 2013, I enrolled and at-
tended medical school in the
Philippines in order to become a
doctor and help enhance our

Welcome to our new newslet-
ter. We pray that you are all
doing well and we are excited to
share our ministry with you. I
pray that the Lord will bless
you as you begin to see His hand
at work through the mission
efforts in the Philippines. We
are extremely honored and
grateful for the opportunity to
serve God in this capacity and
our prayer is that we will glorify
Him in all that we do!

First of all, we are officially a
family of four. We would like to
introduce you to our newest
member, Asher James Samson,
born September 7, 2019, at 10:56
pm weighing 9 lbs 6 oz and mea-
suring 21 1/2 inches long. And
yes, he is a big boy!! But believe
it or not, his older brother came

into the world a little bit bigger
weighing 9 lbs 11 oz. We have
determined
that we have
BIG babies!!
All kidding
aside, we are
so thankful
for a safe de-
livery and a
h e a l t h y
baby boy.
We are all
doing well
and big brother Benjamin, is
happy to be a big brother! He
loves checking on “the baby” as
he calls him and makes sure
that he is always well taken
care of.

Our family has been on the
road a lot this past year. We

have been traveling to different
churches in the BMAA sharing

our ministry and building part-
nerships to help our ministry
become 100% fully funded. We
are grateful for those who God
has already called to partner
with us and as a result, we are
approximately 50% fully funded.
We continue to pray for God to
bless our partners as they faith-
fully serve Him and we are grate-
ful for the opportunity to serve
the Lord together with our part-

Our motto for ministry is to minister to the spiritual needs
of people through ministering to their physical needs.

medical outreach programs.
Once Cris and I were married in
2015, our ministries merged to
include church planting with
the assistance of medical mis-
sions to help meet people and
build relationships. We have
witnessed the Lord do many
things through the help of medi-
cal missions and are excited to
continue this ministry.

Our motto for ministry is to

minister to the spiritual needs
of people through ministering
to their physical needs. Having
compassion on them leads to
developing relationships that
ultimately leads to valuable
opportunities to share the Gos-
pel.

We are extremely grateful for
this ministry and look forward
to what God is going to do in the
Philippines.

The Samson Family
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Attention
Southeastern Baptist College Alumni

Alumni Breakfast
October 22, 2019 @ 7:30 AM

Big Creek Baptist Church
PLEASE  RSVP if you will attend.

Send to
cjones@southeasternbaptist.edu

4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Southeastern Baptist College Serving Christ
With A Biblical World View
In A Christian Atmosphere

Dr. Scott Carson
President

TNT
Each Tuesday evening the

student body gathers together
for a meal and a spiritual les-
son. We invite churches and
ministries to sponsor a Tuesday
Night Talk (TNT) by providing
a nutritious home cooked meal
(church pot luck style) with a
spiritual 15-minute lesson. This
program is a huge success with
an average of 50 attending each
week. Contact Fellowship of
Christian Athletes Ambassador,
Coach Lyon at 601-506-2880, to
schedule your night of minis-
try.

Special Emphasis
Praise the Lord for your gen-

erosity! Southeastern Baptist
College’s Special Emphasis
Month recently concluded. I
listed the churches to date in
the last publication that specifi-
cally provided donations toward
this effort. Many sent their con-
tributions early and while other
churches participated through-
out the year giving eagerly to-
ward special needs, as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit. I wish
to express a huge “thank you” to
all the churches and individu-
als who support God’s work here
at SBC. Here are more churches
that have contributed toward
SBC Special Emphasis Month:

Harmony, Greenville
Parkview, Laurel
Lee’s Chapel #2, Picayune

President’s Perspective
“Wherefore also we pray al-

ways for you, that our God would
count you worthy of this calling,
and fulfil all the good pleasure
of his goodness, and the work of
faith with power:”  1
Thessalonians 1:11

Let me write a little bit about
duty. Many who have served in
the military have learned the
discipline of duty. Webster’s
Dictionary describes duty
as ‘obligatory tasks and as con-
duct, service, or functions that
arise from one's position in life
or in a group’.

When I was on active duty in
the Army as a chaplain, duty
became second nature. There
were routine duties to perform.
Sometimes I was assigned a
duty. Other times my duty was
implied by my position. Loyalty
was an implied duty. I was ex-
pected to have loyalty to the
constitution, to my country, to
my unit, and within limits, to
my commander. It was my duty.
It was an obligation. It was pri-
ority as a soldier, to ensure I
kept duty high on my list of
daily obligations.

The Army.mil website defines
duty, “To perform duty is to ful-
fill your obligations. Doing
your duty means more than car-
rying out your assigned
tasks. Duty means being able to
accomplish tasks as part of a
team. The work of the
U.S. Army is a complex combi-
nation of missions, tasks and
responsibilities — all in con-
stant motion.”

Some duties were a pleasure
to perform, some were mundane,
and others were very undesir-
able, but necessary. Some of my
primary duties included always
being available to minister to
the solders and family mem-
bers, no matter the day of the
week or the time of day or night.
I was required to attend my
commander’s meetings. I was

expected to participate in social
activities. Sometime this was
described as having “mandatory
fun”. As an officer, military so-
cials were an obligation that of-
ten cost hundreds of personal
dollars.

Other duties included the
dreaded on call duty roster
where a chaplain was required
to be available
and respond
within 30
minutes to
any minor in-
quiry or major
crises inter-
vention 24
hours a day,
usually last-
ing for a week.
Another duty
was to show up every morning
at 6 a.m. to participate in physi-
cal training with the soldiers.
The weekly administrative re-
ports were yet another. These
are only a few examples of the
many obligations I had while
ministering in the Army. A chap-
lain has many duties!

Leading or participating in a
chapel was a duty to be per-
formed. Believe it or not, it was
often an “extra” duty, and not a
primary one. For those chap-
lains who made a special effort
to invest time and talent into
the chapel program, they were
often rewarded with more mean-
ingful services and growth in
chapel attendance. For those
who deemed it a distraction to
their weekly ministry, they of-
ten experienced less successful
chapel programs. I dedicated
myself early in my career to
support the chapel program.
After all, chapel is understood
by the public as a Chaplain
Corps expectation, and I there-
fore believed it was my obliga-
tion to support it. I always en-
couraged the chaplains I super-
vised to support their chapels
as well. It was discouraging to

find some chaplains only came
to chapel when it was their turn
to preach and often, their fami-
lies did not attend that service.
Their dedication to their duty
was clearly weak, as evidenced
by their absence.

My topic on duty for this ar-
ticle, comes about because of my
visits to the many local associa-
tions across Mississippi. I wish
to commend all the messengers
who continue to fulfill their duty
to represent their churches at
their local associations. The
pastors and deacons and other
church members who regularly
attend their associational meet-
ings and place it as a priority,
are fulfilling their duty in the
service to our Lord’s work.

I have a duty as the president
of SBC, to visit our local associa-
tions and report on college ac-
tivities, successes and needs. In
the past few days, I have trav-
eled from south Mississippi to

North Mississippi and back
again six times. I managed to
avoid two deer, saw a flock of
turkeys and passed many an-
tique automobiles on my trav-
els, but I digress.

I noted that I drove four hours
to a meeting and learned that
numerous local churches had
no representation at their an-
nual association meeting, where
it may have meant only a 20 or
30-minute drive to attend. As
associational Baptists, we
should understand that we have
an obligation to support this
essential part of God’s work.
Though a portion of the meeting
may be unexciting as business
is conducted, it is important for
the work of the kingdom. In-
vestment of our time and talent
into these meetings, can trans-
form them into great times of
worship, fellowship and busi-
ness. In-depth planning for
meeting activities, beyond the

meal (oh, the wonderful food!),
can help make a world of differ-
ence for those attending. But no
matter the content or execution
of the meeting, I believe it is a
duty of member churches to sup-
port their associations with their
presence and voting privileges.

I encourage our churches to
accept their responsibility by
supporting their associations;
after all, we call ourselves asso-
ciational Baptists. Should we
not then associate? Pastors and
church leaders, I encourage you
to seek to make this a priority
for you and your church. As the
glorious day of our Savior’s ap-
pearing rapidly approaches and
as persecution of conservative
Christians rises throughout our
land, may we seek to support
and associate with one another
all the more for the sake of
Christ’s kingdom!

“Not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so
much the more, as ye see the
day approaching.” Hebrews
10:25

Equipping the Saints!
Dr. Carson

 Pastor and Alumnus Leander Bridges of Spring Hill Baptist Church, Ellisville,
Mississippi, delivers the devotion thought at TNT.

SBC Choir
Does your church or ministry

want to host the SBC “Corner-
stone” Choir? Now is the time to
reserve dates for their perfor-
mance. Hurry, their schedule is
filling up quickly. Contact Krista
McKinzie at 601-426-6346.

Cafeteria Project
Thank you Women’s Mission-

ary Auxiliary for making this
your fund raising project for this
year! The overhead hood was
installed this week. Now plumb-
ing must be completed. Pray
that we will have enough funds
to complete this project and have
the “Hi5 Diner” open soon. When
ready, the diner will also be open
the public.

First Home Basketball Game
for 2019:

The first home game will be
October 28 in the SBC gymna-
sium as the Chargers take on
Edward Waters College of Jack-
sonville, Florida. The Lady
Chargers play at 5 p.m. and the
Men’s Chargers play at 7 p.m.
Come wearing Royal Blue in
support of our students and your
college!

Ice Machine
We have an immediate need

for an ice machine for the col-
lege. Ice is used in support of the
sports program as well as the
many other activities we hold
on campus. It is most urgent for

continued on page 3
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Current Sports Calendars: Found at:
http://athletics.southeasternbaptist.edu/

Select: “view all rounds” for entire schedule

New blinds are installed in the gymnasium
Pastor and Alumnus Gary Smith of Salem Baptist Church,
Paulding, Mississippi, and crew install the overhead vent
hood in the college café.

2019-20 Southeastern Charger Basketball Schedule
Men's Schedule Lady's Schedule

Support Southeastern Basketball

Dean Walker joins Spring Hill church
members serving students the TNT
meal.

Students in study hall preparing for mid-term exams

injuries incurred in games or
practice. Can you assist us in
this need? Contact us at 601-
426-6346 if you would like to
help.

Big Screen Televisions
We are also in need of a dona-

tion for two large flat screen
televisions (50 inch or larger)
for use in men’s and women’s
dorms. If you can help us with
one of these much needed items,
contact SBC at 601-426-6346.

Food Donations to the Dorms
Last year several churches

and individuals donated food for
the dormitories. We would like

Southeastern College
from page 2

to continue this opportunity for
you to minister to our students.
While purchasing food, think
purchasing long shelf life indi-
vidual microwavable meals that
don’t require refrigeration (un-
til cooked).

Veterans Benefits
SBC possesses the Gold

Award level as a military
friendly college! Have you served
in America’s armed forces? Then
you probably have Veterans
Administration tuition benefits
that you can use toward a free
education right here at SBC. I
urge you to contact your local
VA representative for an evalu-
ation of your benefits. You
earned them! SBC has numer-
ous students receiving VA as-
sistance for both online and in-
classroom tuition.

Available to Preach
Thank you for the many

churches providing Dr. Carson
an opportunity to preach the
Word of God to your congrega-
tions! Dr. Carson is available to
fill the pulpit for preaching or to
make a presentation about the
great work and vision of South-
eastern Baptist College. You can
reach him at 601-433-4736 or at
scarson@southeasternbaptist.edu

State Brotherhood Meeting Set
by Mark Jones, Brotherhood President

The BMA of Mississippi Brotherhood will hold its annual meeting
Monday night October 21, 2017 at Big Creek Baptist Church.
        During this meeting we will elect officers and hear about the
work of the State Brotherhood and the Mississippi Galileans. Our
speaker this year will be Bro. Dwight Lindsey, director of the
Mississippi Baptist Children's Home in Laurel.
         If you are in town for the BMA of Mississippi meeting please
make plans to attend the brotherhood.

Why churches should be watching 'sex discrimination' cases
(OneNewsNow.com) Depending on how the
Supreme Court rules on cases involving LGBT
issues, attorneys say places of worship and other
religious non-profits could find themselves in
court more often.

Justices heard arguments recently involving
three LGBT workers who were fired. One is a
former CASA volunteer coordinator, another is a
homosexual man who worked as a skydiving
instructor, and a third is a man who feels he is a
woman and wanted to present himself as such
while working as a funeral director.

At issue is whether "sexual orientation" and
"gender identity" (SOGI) are covered by the word
"sex" in the 1964 Civil Rights Act. The U.S.
Supreme Court will have the final say, most
likely in late spring or early summer 2020.

"We filed a friend-of-the-court brief in this case
focusing on the implications that this case could
have for religious freedom," says attorney
Stephanie Taub of First Liberty Institute, a Texas-
based religious liberty law firm.

"Churches and other non-profits [are] not cat-
egorically exempt from Title VII or from other
federal employment discrimination law," Taub
continues, "so there are some important protec-
tions given by the First Amendment for these
ministries. But if the [Supreme] Court expands
these protected classes, [churches and non-prof-
its] could be drawn into court to have to defend
themselves much more often."

The First Liberty attorney adds that "depend-

ing on what happens in this case, there could be
a question about whether [religious organiza-
tions] are allowed to have faith-based standards
of conduct when it comes to contested issues like
issues of sexual conduct or gender expression."

Meanwhile, Emilie Kao – an attorney and di-
rector of the DeVos Center for Religion and Civil
Society at The Heritage Foundation – says it's not
the job of the high court to make law.

"We have separation of powers, which means
that Congress makes the law and the courts
interpret the law," says Kao. "Sexual orientation
and gender identity are something that certainly
nobody in 1964 thought the word 'sex' meant."

Various news outlets (here and here) and blogs
(here) say justices appeared divided on the issues
before the Court on Tuesday – particularly those
argued in the funeral director case, according to
Kao.

"It is a very controversial case, and so the
questioning was very heated," Kao continues.
"They went back and forth on several issues with
both sides – but ultimately I think that the
current court is conservative and they are not
inclined to overstep the lane that the Court should
be in. And by that I mean they are not inclined to
overstep and do what Congress should do, which
is make the laws."

Kao confides that she's "hopeful that justices
will decide the right way and stay in their lane
and continue to interpret 'sex' just according to its
plain meaning."
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AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Scott Brocious
Bro. Scott Brocious is avail-

able for pulpit supply. He is 33
years old and he and his wife

have 3 children. Bro. Scott was
ordained in 2017 and previously
pastored Sandhill Baptist
Church of Lucedale. He is a
member of Canaan Missionary
Baptist Church of Richton. He
may be reached at 251- 377-
5412.

Grover Laird Endowed Scholarship
To BMA Theological Seminary

Jacksonville, Texas

An endowed scholarship is being established to honor the
memory and ministry of Bro. Grover Laird.
Bro. Laird served the Lord for over 70 years
as pastor, evangelist, prison ministry worker
and a number of others areas. He published
the Revivalist Newspaper and shared it at no
charge for a number of years.

Bro. Laird had a lasting impact on the lives
of so many and was a faithful worker and
preacher of the Gospel.

Donations are being requested and re-
ceived to fund this scholarship. This is being done with the
endorsement of the Laird Family and Dr. Charley Holmes,
president of the BMA Theological Seminary.

Donation

Name ____________________________________________

Church____________________________________________

Address___________________________________________

City______________________________________________

State___________________________ Zip_______________

Phone ____________________________________________

Amount Given or Pledged  $___________________________

Send donations to the address below and made payable to:
Grover Laird Scholarship

c/o Don Brown
P.O. Box 8181, Laurel, MS 39441
Call 601-426-3293 for More Information

All donations will be acknowledged and the fund will be
under the management of the BMA Theological Seminary

Rev. Grover Laird

Laird Scholarship Growing
With the endorsement of the Laird Family and the BMA Theological

Seminary, the Grover Laird Endowed Scholarship is off to a good start.
As of this writing there has been a total of $8,595.00 given. Gift
amounts range from $20.00 to $1,000.00.  Donations have come from
a variety of sources. Individuals, churches, preachers, auxiliaries, and
others have donated. Those who have given are those who have been
blessed by Bro. Laird's ministry and those who know his contribution
to the Lord's work.

It is our hope that each church and minister of the BMA of Mississippi
will vote to make a donation to this effort.

I recently received a call from a friend of the Lairds wanting to make
a donation "online". This is something that many people do today for
the sake of convenience. In order to make a donation to the Laird
Scholarship Online go to the Seminary Website at www.bmats.edu.
When the page loads you will see a menu at the top of the page titled
"Alumni/Donors". Click on this link and go to the bottom of the next
page and click on the "yellow" donate button. Fill out the form with the
requested information and note that your donation is for the Grover
Laird Scholarship.

Big Creek District Brother-
hood & WMA to meet at SBC

The Big Creek District Brother-
hood and WMA will meet on No-
vember 4, 2019, at
Southeastern Baptist College in
Laurel.  The meeting will begin at
7:00 p.m.  We encourage all men
and women to attend these meet-
ings and enjoy the Christian fel-
lowship.  The Brotherhood will be
meeting in a classroom while the
WMA will meet in the Chapel.
After the business portion of the
meeting, Dr. Carson and some of
the board members will be con-
ducting a tour of the new renova-
tions of  their facilities .

Mark your calendar and join us
at this meeting.

Matt Hudson
Matt Hudson is available for

preaching appointments, fill-ins,
revivals, and sings. He resigned
as pastor of Hopewell Baptist
Church, Fulton, Mississippi, 8
months ago and is a member of
First Baptist Church in Mantachie,
Mississippi. You may contact him
by calling 662-260-0244 or  email
at mlhudson85@yahoo.com.

The Poirier’s - Missionaries
to Quebec and Haiti

Our Church Picnic

Quebec
We praise the Lord for his

goodness, mercy and for his bless-
ings during the last two months
of work in Quebec. Two people
came to the Lord for salvation.
After morning service a 19 year
old girl came to my office to seek
the Lord for salvation, she went
home and wept for joy, she was
transformed into a new creature
for Christ. During a follow-up
visit, to a man called Jean, he
told us that he was Roman
Catholic and
was at a cross
road in his life.
His religion did
not give him
the peace and
assurance of
forgiveness for
his sin. He
wanted to give
his life to
Christ and in
his own words
he repented
and accept Christ as his Savior.

It's always exciting to hear of
someone trusting Christ. We
have been blessed with visitors
from all different national back-
grounds. African, Haitian, Chil-
ean, and of course some Canadi-
ans. During our  church picnic
held at our house we had 11
Africans and Haitians  with us,
participating in games and fel-
lowship and food. Most of them
did not know Christ as their
Savior, but it was a blessing to
share Christ with them around
the fire. We have a Haitian min-
istry now in Levis with a good
group speaking creole French.

Haiti
We praise the Lord, for safety

because we all know that safety
is of the Lord. We had to cancel
our plans for returning to Haiti
due to the chaos in the country.
Our people cannot go out of their
home unless it is absolute neces-
sity. The government is shut
down, the police are confused
not knowing what to do and ex-

posing themselves to danger of
the many gangs that have taken
over the country. It's very diffi-
cult to get water, gasoline, and
food. Banks are often closed,
schools are closed, the market
place is empty because people
are afraid. I get calls, texts,
emails, and messages, often on
the subject “please help us !”
Haiti is in our hearts and as for
me and Ruth, when will we re-
turn? Good question! We pray
for the intervention of the Lord

on Haiti. It is very dangerous
and we pray that the Lord will
protect those that are serving
there and provide the necessi-
ties for survival during this time
of uncertainty. If you are able to
do something about the need for
the people of Haiti please do. We
know that God is in control and
He will guide us in all things.

Cameroon Africa
We lost one of our lady 34

years old by sickness, she was
the wife of one of our pastors.
The group is doing good even in
adversity, We plan a trip in Feb-
ruary if our finances permit it.

Thank you for all your prayers
and sacrificed for us, they don’t
go unnoticed.

For the cause of Christ
The Poirier’s
ostervald@axion.ca.
(418) 209-3710

He that hath pity upon the poor
lendeth unto the Lord; and that
which he hath given will he pay
him again. Proverbs 19:17
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What People Are Saying About Baptist Expositor!

Dr. Charley Holmes
Director

It’s time to order your
Winter 2019

Bible Study Curriculum!

BaptistPublishingHouse.com
OR

800-333-1442

1. “Definitely a fan…the content quality stands on its own. I’m excited to
see what the curriculum brings out in regards to raising up students of
the Word instead of students of curricula.”

2. “It makes it easier for me as a teacher to prepare and to do the lessons.
And I’ve heard nothing but really good things from my class.”

3. “I appreciate the different levels which are built into it. It works well for
our teachers.”

4. “I like the layout of the teacher’s book. The content is superb. The
options are helpful. I love it!”

5. I wanted to express my delight in the new curriculum. I teach a
women’s Sunday School class…I am so thankful for the Baptist Expositor.
My desire as a leader is to see women realize they can know and under-
stand the Word of God and apply it to their lives…Thank you for this
wonderful study tool!”

6. I think both our women’s and men’s classes are enjoying it. I’ve started
with the men, teaching them, and they say they really enjoy the depth of
it. I also like that it has challenged my women’s teacher. She’s already
become a better Bible student because of it.”

Lee is a church planter in
Southhaven, Mississippi. He is a
pastor and former youth minister
and may be contacted at
anders.lee571@gmail.com

Anders Lee

MINISTERING TO YOUNG PEOPLE
by Anders Lee

Suicide – The Quiet Killer
I was a teen at Lee’s

Chapel Baptist Church
outside of Picayune, Mis-
sissippi, when I first heard
about suicide. My parents,
with good intentions, had
protected me from the sub-
ject. As a pastor, my Dad
had faced the issue many
times. I just had never come face to face
with it. Early one morning my Dad was
driving to see someone and noticed a car
sitting just off the intersection of Hwy.
603 & Necaise/Caesar Road. He stopped
to check on them. One of his deacons,
Lawson Lee, happened to be coming by
and he also stopped. They found a teen-
ager slumped in the car who had taken
his life moments before.

The next Sunday Dad preached a
message to the teens of the church. He
titled it; “Life Really Is Worth Living!”
His heart was so broken over finding
this young man that he couldn’t ignore
the taboo subject of suicide any longer.
In those days it was barely discussed.
There was lots of misinformation out
there and erroneous view points on the
subject. So he hit it head on. I couldn’t
tell you the text he used, I mainly re-

member him telling us teens
that everyone there loved them
and no matter how bad life got,
nothing should ever keep one
of us from coming to our youth
pastor or to him for help in our
most desperate times.

Most recently we all heard
of Jarrid Wilson, a 30 year old
staff pastor at Harvest Chris-
tian Fellowship Church in Riv-
erside, California. He suddenly
committed suicide in early Sep-
tember. I have a connection to
him through a longtime friend.
Shawn Allen helped me with youth min-
istry years ago at Calvary Baptist in
Horn Lake. His niece, Julianne, would
come to church with him at times with
her brother. After the news broke about
Jarrid, Shawn texted me and said, “Did
you hear about Julianne’s husband?” I
said, “No.” He proceeded to tell me the
news that had shocked their family and
was breaking on the national scene. I
was stunned that such a high profile
ministry personality had succumbed to
this. I had just the month before pur-
chased Greg Laurie’s book “Tell Some-
one” and had read it in preparation for

small groups this fall at Central. Greg
was Jarrid’s pastor & friend. This news
was shocking to me and everyone! I im-
mediately determined to write this ar-
ticle on the subject.

As with last month’s article, I cannot
begin to address this vast subject in one

article and I’m certainly not an author-
ity on the subject. However, here are a
few of my thoughts on the matter.

MEN OF GOD
BATTLE DEPRESSION

It may shock you to know that great
men of God battle depression and con-
template suicide. But think about it,
who carries the burdens of others, who
grapples with sin in church, and has to
pray through what God would have them
to do to help their people… that’s right…
PASTORS!

Charles Spurgeon, that great prince

of all preachers, had a lifelong battle
with depression. Some believe that godly
Spirit filled believer’s simply do not battle
this plague of the soul… HOW FOOL-
ISH to believe this!

We know that men in the Bible dealt
with this. Elijah got overwhelmed and
wanted to die according to 1 Kings 19:4.
The story of Job reveals that this spiri-
tual giant said: “For my sighing comes
instead of my bread, and my groanings
are poured out like water… I am not at
ease, nor am I quiet; I have no rest, but
trouble comes.” Moses, the great leader
of Israel, often battled fear and was over-
whelmed with the pressures upon him.
King David wrote about his anguish,
loneliness and fears. In Psalm 42, he
said, “Why are you downcast, O my soul?
Why so disturbed within me?”

Even a former well known leader in
the BMA, Dr. Roy McLaughlin, battled
something so deeply he took his life. In
April of this year, Sis. Neva McLaughlin
and his family spoke out to mlive.com, a
news service in Michigan, to raise aware-
ness on the subject (ref. https://
www.mlive.com/living/flint/2008/08/
pastor_roy_mclaughlins_family.html).
She stated that he had become “over-
whelmed with helplessness” and that
“he took on everyone’s burdens to the
detriment of himself.” Bro. Roy was a
talented and brilliant man in our midst!

continued on page 6

Jarrid Wilson & family
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Texas Pastor Dies
Reverend Jack McDaniel, of Waxahachie, Texas, passed away in

Buffalo Creek Assisted Living on October 3, 2019, at the age of 94.
He will be greatly missed for his life-long devotion to our Lord and
immense care for others.

Born on December 20, 1924 to Scott and Mary McDaniel, Jack
lived a fulfilling life as a wonderful husband, loving father to two
children and devout Christian. He attended Southwestern Semi-
nary in Fort Worth and was licensed to the ministry at the Ferris
Baptist Church on February 13, 1955.

The highlight of his ministry was to lead Farley Street,
Waxahachie, in starting a mission in 1986 north of Waxahachie.
About 80 members of Farley Street were sent to organize what has
become a leading church in the BMA of Texas, Heritage,
Waxahachie.

Jack is survived by the loving community of Waxahachie, his
wife, Ann, of 27 years; daughter, Jan Ward and her husband David;
son, Kenneth McDaniel and his wife Juliet; Grandchildren Kate
Ward. He is preceded in death by his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Scott
B. McDaniel, Sr.; late wife Peggy Willis to whom he was married
for 44 years.

Services were held October 8, 2019, at Farley Street Baptist
Church.

Suicide
from page 5

My point is simple. If great men
of God battle depression so badly
that they contemplate death or
suicide, HOW MUCH MORE
DO TEENS IN OUR
CHURCHES?

BE INFORMED & EQUIP
YOUR PARENTS

Let me assure you that teen’s
battle depression and contem-
plate suicide! Last year at an “in
service” that our school district
held I met Clark Flatt. His son
Jason committed suicide at the
age of 16. He had never been
prepared for anything like this!
As a result, he formed the Jason
Foundation to inform and equip
parents and teachers all over
the nation. He shared things
about teen suicide with our dis-
trict that you need to know! Here

are some facts released from the
Jason Foundation. You can view
them for yourself at http://
prp.jasonfoundation.com/facts/
youth-suicide-statistics/

Suicide is the SECOND lead-
ing cause of death for ages 10-
24. (Yes starting at age 10, we
had a 12 year old commit sui-
cide in our school district last
year!) Suicide is the SECOND
leading cause of death for col-
lege-age youth and ages 12-18.
More teenagers and young
adults die from suicide than from
cancer, heart disease, AIDS,
birth defects, stroke, pneumo-
nia, influenza, and chronic lung
disease, COMBINED. Each
DAY in our nation, there are an
average of over 3,041 attempts
by young people grades 9-12.
Four out of Five teens who at-
tempt suicide have given clear
warning signs.

I don’t have room in this ar-
ticle to list the “signs” of con-
cern to look for when it comes to

teens. But I want to give you the
link to read for yourself! READ
IT! GO TO IT!!! Here it is: http:/
/prp.jasonfoundation.com/facts/
signs-concerns/

Also, last month in the Mis-
sissippi Baptist, Kelly Ross, who
is a licensed Christian counse-
lor here at Central, released an
article with important informa-
tion on this subject. If you didn’t
read it, go back and read it!!! Get
informed!!! Pastors & Youth
pastors… God has placed youth
under your care, you should be
equipped so that you can pass
this information on to your kids
& teens parents!

DISCUSS IT
WITH YOUR TEENS

You need to do what my Dad
did years ago. He wasn’t an in-
formed scholar on the subject,
but he made sure that it was
discussed and that we knew they
were there for us! You need to
have a night devoted to this

subject. Invite their parents to
come when you do this! They
need to hear from you and their
parents how very much they
are loved and that their PAR-
ENTS & YOU are there for them
in life’s greatest challenges &
difficulties! Teens need to be
told that no matter what they
have done or what’s going on
they can come to you or their
parents and get help, grace,
understanding, forgiveness and
unconditional love!!!  They need
to know that you are available
to them at any time! We have to
be proactive on this matter! If
you don’t deal with it, chances
are you will be doing one of their
funerals down the line!

SECURE A COUNSELOR
Every church and pastor/

youth pastor needs to identify
and secure a Christian counse-
lor to help them. Hey youth pas-
tor… I know at times you think
you can wrestle with the Devil

and win every battle for your
teens. There was a time when I
wanted to be the one dealing
with a matter, ‘cause I was the
“youth guy that loved them more
than anyone.” Trust me… we
are not qualified to deal with
many things. Can we address
matters nouthetically? Of
course we can, that’s what we
are called to do! But most of us
pastors and youth guys are not
trained to clinically help our
youth in some areas such as
mental health! So, take time to
find a Christian counselor that
you can depend on! If you can’t
seem to find one, call around to
some of the larger churches you
know and trust. Many of these
know of or have reliable and
reputable counselors to turn to!

Ministry is hard at times, this
is one of those areas that tough
to deal with… but I know that
with the power of Christ within
you… YOU CAN!!! Press on my
friend!!!

State GMA Retreat Set
Hi, I’m Abbie Clark, I want to

encourage any churches in Mis-
sissippi to attend the GMA girls
retreat at Camp Garaway this
year. This year’s theme is “Lei
Your Burdens Down”. Our camp
will be held on March 20 and 21
at Camp Garaywa in Clinton,
Mississippi.  This is for all girls
fourth through twelfth grade.
Bro. Donnie Parrish will be our
Camp Pastor so I know you do
not want to miss this years re-
treat .

We will have a Friday night
bonfire devotion time, led by Bro.
Donnie. GMA camp is the high-
light of my year, and I always
enjoy meeting girls from around
the state. I find it has a strong
impact on girls and can be a
great way to fellowship with
each other. I would love to see as
many girls as possible, feel free
to contact me with any ques-
tions at
abbiedclark9@gmail.com

Now That You have Lost Your Loved One
Editor’s Note - I have spoken to Mrs. Ester Laird on a number of occasions since Bro. Grover passed
away. During one of those conversations she shared with me that someone had reminded her of this
article her husband had written. We all lose loved ones, seemingly too often. When that person
departs it is important to turn to the Lord and rely on His comfort and healing. It is Mrs. Laird’s
hope that the following will be a blessing and comfort to those in need.

by Grover Laird
Losing our loved one in death

is one of the darkest, deepest
valleys we go through in our
sojourn in this world. And it is a
time when even dedicated Chris-
tians get offended because the
Lord has permitted them to lose
one of the dearest on earth to
them. Realizing this danger,
Jesus sent John the Baptist a
message in his deep trial which
said, "blessed is he, whosoever
shall not be offended in me."
(Matthew 11:6) But never is the
Lord more ready to help us than
when we are in a deep valley of
sorrow, and we can expect to
find this comfort in the Lord
and in His Word.

It was the Apostle Paul who
referred to the Lord as the "God
of all comfort," (II Corinthian
1:3) and who also spoke of the
"comfort of the scriptures." (Ro-
mans 15:4) I will therefore call
attention to some truths found
in the Bible that I feel will be a
comfort to one who has lost a
loved one in death.

Nothing Happens
Without God's Approval

Jesus explained it this way.
"Are not two sparrows sold for a
farthing? and one of them shall
not fall on the ground without
your Father." (Matthew 10:29)
In other words , even a little
sparrow will not die until God
approves it, and much more is

this true with us. And this truth
becomes even more comforting
when we realize that our Holy,
loving God cannot make a mis-
take. While we may not under-
stand it now, as the Poet said,
"We will understand it better by
and by."

The Saved Are
Not Alone in Death

Jesus has promised to never
leave nor forsake His children -
"...for he hath said, I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee."
(Hebrews 13:5)  Most of us know
that this promise is especially

true in the darkest hours of this
life. And this would mean that
the sweet presence of Jesus is
more real in death than at any
other time. Do not worry, God's
children have Jesus with them
when they cross over to the other
side.

The Death of a
Christian Is Precious

There is a verse of Scripture
that surely brings comfort to all
who lose a Christian loved one.
The verse says, "Precious in the
sight of the LORD is the death
of his saints." (Psalms 116:15)
While we do not consider the
death of our saved loved ones to

be precious,
it is comfort-
ing to know
that God
does. You
see, we only
see one side
of the pass-
ing of our
loved ones,
but God sees
both sides. One day we will see
it as God sees it. Oh how com-
forting this truth is.

The Child of God
Is Now With Jesus

While we may bury our Chris-
tian loved one in a grave, they
are not really in that grave. Only
their body is in the grave. They
are with Jesus. Notice the Scrip-
ture again, "Therefore we are
always confident, knowing that,
whilst we are at home in the
body, we are absent from the
Lord: (For we walk by faith, not
by sight) We are confident, I
say, and willing rather to be
absent from the body. and to be
present with the Lord." (2
Corinthians 5:6-8)

This verse is saying, as long
as we are at home in our body we

When one turns his sin problem and eternal destiny over to Jesus
he can feel satisfied that all is well between him and the Lord.

continued on page 7

Rev. Grover Laird
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Fostering Faith...in Asking:
My Father was a picture of

consistency. It never took long
to know where you stood with
him, and if you were wondering,
he would typically tell you. I’m
not much for absolutes from our
human perspective (I leave those
to God), but it certainly felt like
my earthly father never changed
his mind after giving you an
answer. I believe my heavenly
Father is the same way, while it
may not look like it from our
perspective, He has known how
issues will resolve since before
the beginning of time, and has
no need to “change his mind.”

This fact of God’s consistency
makes His teachings on prayer
in Luke 11 all the more beauti-
ful to me. After Jesus teaches
the model prayer to His dis-
ciples and tells the parable of
the friend knocking at midnight,
He drives home the picture of
persistent prayer. Luke 11:8 ”I
say unto you, Though he will

not rise and give him, because
he is his friend, yet because of
his importunity he will rise and
give him as many as he needeth.”
This man’s importunity, or
shamelessness in persistence,
led to the granting of his re-
quest. Then Jesus tells us to not
be ashamed to ask, seek, and
knock.

Over the next two months
during our time of SPECIAL
EMPHASIS, I hope you here
the persistence in my asking. I
hope you can see it as some-
thing we are doing from need
and a biblical mandate.

So, Ask #1, Please be in prayer
for a potential case that came to
us last week. I hope it is re-
solved by the time you read this,
but these things can take days,
weeks, or months.

Ask #2, let us know if you
have a church member, family
member, or good Christian fel-
lowship with a lawyer who spe-
cializes in family law.

Ask #3, we are seeking a hay
farmer to help cut maintenance
costs in our budget. This person
would need to be reasonably
close to our location to make it
beneficial for them as well, but I
know the people of our churches
all over the state have contacts
that could be beneficial.

I want to thank those who
have already begun sending in
SPECIAL EMPHASIS offerings.
We appreciate your promptness
and readiness to support this
ministry. For those individuals
and churches who have dropped
or cut their support for the
Children’s Home I want to
clarify a couple of things here, if
possible.

First, I would love to answer
your questions and meet with
your church. Give me a call to
set an appointment.

Second, has the Children’s
Home declined in the number of
children it helps in comparison
to years ago? Yes! My wife and I
were never going to be an in-
stant solution to the difficulties
of Children’s Home ministry in
our modern era. It will take time.

Third, Is the Children’s Home
so well off financially we can
make it without you? No. We
have made drastic cuts to our
budget to better align with our
current donations to the point
we finished in the black through
the last quarter of our 2018-19

fiscal year, but just by the skin
of our teeth. I have heard it said,
“When y’all get more kids then
we will start giving again.” I
cannot fault that line of think-
ing, but I hope we will see some

of you step up to say, “Maybe my
prayer and donations can push
us toward a brighter future of
ministering the love of Christ to
children we have yet to meet.”
Ask, seek, and knock.

are not with the Lord. But as
soon as we leave this body we
are present with the Lord. What
could comfort us more than to
know that our loved one is with
Jesus and in His care. In
Philippians 1:23, Paul seemed
to be excited about going home
to be with Jesus- "For I am in a
strait betwixt two, having a de-
sire to depart, and to be with
Christ; which is far better:"

We Will
All Be Together Again

David lost a baby boy in death.
When it appeared that he might
not live, David “fasted and wept."
But after he passed away, David
seemed to have a measure of
peace about it all. One reason
that David seemed to have peace
about losing his son is found in
what he said the day he died.
Notice: "But now he is dead,
wherefore should I fast? can I
bring him back again? I shall go
to him, but he shall not return
to me." (2 Samuel 12:23) David
got comfort in the fact that he
would be with his son again one
day. Jesus also spoke of a day

when all of God's family would
be together - "And I say unto
you, That many shall come from
the east and west, and shall sit
down together with Abraham,
and Isaac, and Jacob, in the king-
dom of heaven." (Matthew 8: 11)

Some Closing Thoughts
One reason that some experi-

ence great sorrow when they
give up their loved one is be-
cause of a fear that their loved
one was not saved. Permit me to
give a few thoughts for consid-
eration. First, while we must
accept the fact that everyone
does not go to Heaven when
they die, there will be some in
Heaven that we did not expect
to see there. There are some
people who truly repented of
their sins and believed in Jesus
to be their Savior who were not
faithful Christians. The Bible
refers to these as being saved,
“yet so as by fire." (1 Corinthians
3:15)

Also, some will be in Heaven
who were saved shortly before
death. A good example of this is
the thief on the cross who was

saved the same day that he died.
(Luke 23:39-43) Some no doubt
have been saved just minutes
before their passing. All of these
will miss some things that oth-
ers will have, but they will not
miss Heaven.

Thank the Lord for a wonder-
ful, loving God who will reach
down in mercy and save a sin-
ner at the last hour. It is good to
know that any person who will
repent of their sins and believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ as their
Savior will be saved. (Acts
16:30,31) When one turns his
sin problem and eternal destiny
over to Jesus he can feel satis-
fied that all is well between him
and the Lord. (II Timothy 1:12)

In closing, let me say when
we lose a loved one we will find
that the burden will get lighter
if we will take time to pray.
James said, "Is any among you
afflicted? let him pray." (See
James 5:13)  Reading the Bible
should also be added to our pray-
ing. The Psalmist said, "Unless
thy law had been my delights, I
should then have perished in
mine affliction." (See Psalm
119:92) It will also help if we are
able to say with Job, "... the
LORD gave, and the LORD hath
taken away; blessed be the name
of the LORD." (Job 1:21)

Lost Your Loved One
from page 6

Scripture Thoughts by Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

Philemon 7 “ For we have great joy and consolation in thy love,
because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother."

Philemon was an encourager. He was the kind of Christian
other disciples wanted to be around. He was busy with others,
not himself. He was focused on others, not
himself. Oh how we need more like him in our
churches today! The New Testament is replete
with what we would call “men of encourage-
ment.” Luke referenced Barnabas as “Son of
Encouragement” in Acts 4.36. Luke also speaks
of Barnabas encouraging the young church in
Antioch (Acts 11.23). Paul commented how
Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus refreshed
his spirit (1 Corinthians 16.17-18). They too were encouragers
to the saints.

Dear Reader, as your fellow believers work with you, where
do you think they would place you on an “encourager scale” of
1 to 10? A 10 would place you right up there with Philemon
and those like him mentioned in the New Testament. You do
not want to be placed down the scale toward the area of 1, or
2, or 3. At this point on the scale, let’s just say you are not seen
by others as an encourager. You do not refresh the hearts of
your fellow saints. You have no love that brings joy and
encouragement to others. Review the conclusion of this letter
(verse 25): “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit.” Let that be your resource for encouraging behavior.

Dr. Tony Cleaver is a retired U.S. Army Chaplain and
Director of Distance Learning for BMA Seminary.

You may contact him at jstmcleaver@embarqmail.com
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by Ed Steele
It has been my distinct plea-

sure to worship with two of our
historical churches this sum-
mer, although it had nothing to
do with me serving as the Direc-
tor of our History and Archive

Commission. I want to share
the wonderful experiences my
wife and I have enjoyed so much.

The Bethel Missionary Bap-
tist Church near Bassfield and
Pastor Bro. Joseph Bain invited
me to serve as their evangelist

for Revival services on July 14-
17. They also invited me to par-
ticipate in the celebration of
their 150th Anniversary on Sep-
tember 1. Just think about that!
They were organized as a New
Testament church with 27 mem-
bers in 1869 only 4 years after
the end of the Civil War. The
folks at Bethel did a tremen-
dous job in presenting their his-
tory on that special day. One
item involved a 17 year old young
man surrendering to the minis-
try in 1948. His name - Bro.
Grover Laird! The church has
had a great legacy for many
years. Bro. Bain has resigned
since then and I ask that you

pray for this church as they seek
a Pastor.

I was also privileged to preach
in Revival services for the Wash-
ington Missionary Baptist
Church in Neely and Pastor Bro.
Rayburn Freeman on Septem-
ber 22 - 27. This great church
was organized in 1845 over 15
years before the Civil War be-
gan. They will be able to cel-
ebrate their 175th Anniversary
next year. Amazing!

There are other churches in
the BMA of Mississippi that go
back beyond either of these
churches. I think the
Farmington Baptist Church in
Corinth is one of them. I have

been told (and I think it is a part
of recorded history) that their
church building was dismantled
during the Civil War by Union
forces so the lumber could be
used to make a floor for a tempo-
rary hospital to care for the
wounded.

In our day of enjoying air con-
ditioned buildings and padded
pews, it is hard for us to imagine
what our fore-fathers have en-
dured to pass on to us such a
great legacy! I cannot help but
be concerned about what we are
passing on to the next genera-
tion.

I would like to thank the
churches who have supported
the Commission during the time
I have tried to serve as Director.
I will ask the Association to se-
lect my replacement at the An-
nual Meeting at Big Creek.
Regardless of who is selected,
your church can continue to send
your offerings to Southeastern
Baptist College, ATTN: History
& Archive, 4229 Highway 15 N,
Laurel MS, 39440.

Seminary Student Council Fund Raiser
My name is Lucas Sheeley and I am reaching out to you with some

exciting news on behalf of the 2019-2020 BMATS Student Council.
The Council is happy to announce that we will be offering BMATS

T-Shirts and Polos for sale starting now through November 15th.
These shirts are an excellent way to tell the world that you are proud

of the theological training received here and to show off your school
spirit! (while still being stylish of course)

Here are the shirt details...
Male T-shirt: $15.00 each. Order any size
Female T-shirt: $15.00 Order any size
Polo: $35 each. Order any size

There are two ways to place your order...
1. To place your order in person, (cash or check) please see Dr.

Ronnie Johnson.
2.To mail in your order, (cash or check) please make checks

payable to Ronnie Johnson, Student Council Sponsor. (please
do not make out your checks to the seminary!)

If you need to mail in your order, use this address:
Ronnie Johnson, Student Council Sponsor

BMA Seminary
P.O. Box 670

Jacksonville, Texas 75766

When you send in your order, please include 4 things...
1. Which shirt you are ordering (Male T, Female T, Polo)
2. How many shirts you want and what sizes needed
3. Your mailing address (for distance orders) and your contact

information (just in case)
4. Please include your cash or check with your order

Shirts You May Order

Men's T-Shirt

Women's T-Shirt

Polo Shirt

The deadline for placing orders
is November 15th so do not delay!
After the 15th we will only have a
limited number left so please place
your order before then!

You should receive your shirt
(if everything goes according to
plan) by Christmas time at the
latest.

We are so appreciative of your
orders and your support for the
BMATS student body!

( On e Ne w sN o w. c om )
Though hardly a day goes
by without a judge or
court striking down a
pro-life law, Ohio's got
good news.

Abortion numbers in
Ohio are the lowest they
have been since docu-
mentation started after
Roe v. Wade. Allie Frazier, di-
rector of communications at
Ohio Right to Life, sees several
different factors contributing to
the decrease.

"There are a lot more support
systems in place than there were

previously in terms of taking
care of women who might find
themselves in unplanned preg-
nancy, which is great," she
cheers. "We actually have a lot
less clinics now as well."

In terms of court challenges

to things such as a heartbeat
bill, Frazier is glad to see mea-
sures make it to court.

"Our big goal is to have a case
that will challenge Roe v. Wade,"
she tells OneNewsNow.

The U.S. Supreme Court says
it will hear arguments over
Louisiana's law requiring abor-
tion doctors to have admitting
privileges at nearby hospitals.
That case could overturn a 2016
decision against what has been
described as a similar law in
Texas.

Meanwhile, Mississippi's
heartbeat bill is currently at the
Fifth U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. That would ban most abor-
tions after a baby's heartbeat is
detected. Several other states
have passed similar measures.

Ohio pro-lifers set sights
on Roe v. Wade challenge And now, saith the LORD

that formed me from the
womb to be his servant, to
bring Jacob again to him,
Though Israel be not
gathered, yet shall I be
glorious in the eyes of the
LORD, and my God shall
be my strength.

Isa_49:5 


