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Radio - Alternative to Occult Practices

Luis Ortega (green), Luis Gonzalez (red stripe) and David Dickson (tie)
attend a conference in Diria, Nicaragua

Hurricane Matthew in Haiti
By Missionary Michel Poirier

We had been back from Haiti for a week and a half when
Hurricane Matthew struck in the southwest part of Haiti last
week. I was there this summer to plant a church in the area of Port
Salut, located between les Cails and Jérémie by the sea. More than
80% of the homes there have now been destroyed by this devastat-

ing storm.
Hurricane Matthew kept his course through the northwest part

of the island, challenging anything in his path. I have been
receiving a lot of calls asking for help from people we met in the past
who had practically nothing, and now have nothing.

We often think that the big organizations will take care of them,
but from experience, those big organization are in big cities like
Jacmel, Cails, Jérémie, etc. But there seems to be no help for the
countryside, where our church families live. They usually rely on
each other, but now they are all in same situation.

On Jan. 12, 2010 Haiti was hit with a catastrophic earthquake
registering 7.0 on the Richter scale, and there are still over 500,000
people there who don’t have proper shelter. Many of our own church
people are also without a home, and Hurricane Matthew certainly
made the matter worse. The primary needs are food, roof repair,
house repair, clothing and shoes. There is great need, and I know
we will not be able to meet all of those needs, but I am asking to
consider helping financially — the sooner, the better.

Sending money is the best way to help because we can act right
away by buying material in Port au Prince and taking it directly
to those who need help. Donations (marked “Haiti Relief –
Poirier”) may be sent to BMAA Missions, P.O. Box 878, Conway,
Ark. 72033.

If you would like to travel to the area and help physically, please
contact me at 52 Rte. Président Kennedy N., Vallee Jonction. Qc.
Canada

Diriomo, Nicaraugua is
known to locals and foreigners
as the seat of occult practices,
supernatural activity, and

witchcraft tourism. Some even
believe it is the gate of hell itself
because of its proximity to volca-
noes. Its reputation has in-
creased the number of witches,
witch doctors, healers, and seers
in the area. Some believe it’s
just black magic at work and a
chance for charlatans to profit
from tourists.

The truth, of course, is that
the people are in bondage and in

darkness and the spirit of fear
tends to prevail in Diriomo and
its neighboring municipalities.
Unfortunately, many people

flock to Diriomo seeking the help
of the spirit world in their quest
for love, yet often do not find it.
What they need is an encounter
with the love and forgiveness of
Jesus Christ. The Bible says,
“there is no fear in love; but per-
fect love casts out fear:
because fear has torment. He
who fears is not made perfect in
love” (1John 4:18).

In the nearby town of Diria,

Primera Iglesia Bautista Los
Obreros de Cristo dedicated the
first Lifeword Community Ra-
dio station in early 2016. The
church’s broadcasts of their ser-
vices and other gospel program-
ming now offer an alternative to
the spirit of fear pervading the
Diriomo area.

Denis Flores and Luis
Gonzalez traveled there to in-
stall the transmitter and train
the church’s media team to run
the station. In October the asso-
ciate pastor of Primera Iglesia,
Javier Muñoz Ruiz, will conduct
media training at Nicaragua’s
Bible colleges. With the train-
ing, more young men and women
can have the technical skills to
involve them in even more
Lifeword Community Radio sta-
tions.

For seven months, the new
radio station has been transmit-
ting the truth and serving as a
tool for First Baptist Church of
Diria as they proclaim and show
the love of Christ. Pray that the
church’s efforts will continue to
be a beacon of light to a dark
world, casting out the spirit of
fear through the love of Christ.

Pray With Us On Lifeword Sunday
As we count down the days to Lifeword Sunday

on October 23, we have asked BMA churches
around the world to join us in praying for our
unique media ministry. Every Tuesday morning,
Lifeword staff members pray that God would
guide us in our decisions and that we would be his
instruments in this global ministry that seeks,
above all, to be God-glorifying. On Sunday, Octo-
ber 23, we would be honored if you and your
congregation would join us in prayer for the
following:

* For God to give us wisdom as we seek his will
for the ministry of Lifeword

* For more churches to engage Lifeword in
their Great Commission strategy

* For God to open more doors of opportunity to

assist BMA missionaries with Lifeword Commu-
nity Radio stations

* For God to give us insight and favor in
reaching North America with the gospel

We are humbled and blessed by your Walk
donations and Lifeword Sunday offerings during
this season of giving. Your generous gifts help us
to train leaders in ministry and media, to con-
tinue our broadcasts in thirty-eight (and count-
ing) languages, and to add to the more than forty
community-based radio stations in Africa, the
Philippines, and Central and South America.

If you are planning to join us for this Lifeword
Sunday emphasis day and have not registered
your church, please go to lifeword.org/
lifewordsunday/ to do so.
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It is interesting reading to look up the
definition and history of the word "soup".
Soup has been touted as a "cure" for
certain ailments, such as chicken soup
for colds and tomato soup for stomach
ailments.  As for the senior population
soup is an excellent source of balanced
nutrition in regards to protein, fiber, and
calories.  There are simple methods
to adhere to low fat and low
salt diets.  Food waste can
be minimized by using
leftover meats, veg-
etables and meat stock.
Canned soups provide
quick meals with a long shelf
life.  The higher sodium (salt) content is
a negative consequence in this form.
Salt concentration can be lowered using
extra liquid for dilution.  If you are in
need of higher calories or protein, milk
can be used in soup rather than water.

Low protein levels can lead to serious
health conditions.  Fluid retention is
common when this level is low, which
may be evidenced by swelling in feet,
legs, hands, face or abdominal area.
There is also a generalized weakening of

the person with decreased endurance
and stamina.  This can develop gradu-
ally and be advanced before it captures
the attention of others.

In single person households or in those
where one resident is caring for another
member, meal preparation can prove to

be a challenge when it
comes to time and selec-
tion.  Appetites change with
certain disease processes
and medications.  In other
words, the list of things that
"sounds good" may not be

the same from day to day.
The preparation of a meal with the

recommended amounts of nutrients of-
ten is substituted by a meal that's quick,
snack-type and laden with carbohydrates
and sugar.  Soups become a healthy
alternative in these households.  A pot of
soup can be divided and frozen in the
serving size desired.

There are soup recipes which are in-
tended to be served hot and those that are
served cold.  If crackers or bread are to be
avoided in your diet, celery or carrot
sticks can be substituted when eating

soup for additional nutritional value.
With the cooler temperatures of Fall, it is
a good time to experiment and prepare
some soup - which I like to refer to as a
"concoction" of what's in the refrigerator
or pantry.

And if your health care provider will
allow it - enjoy the experience of "sopping
it up" with bread or crackers.  Neither of
these have to be as fresh when used to
"sop" as would if eaten alone (another

way to reduce waste).  Having soup on
hand in preparation when the unex-
pected occurs provides a warm feeling,
not just in the "tummy".

Ezekiel 38:7 - "Be thou prepared, and
prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy
company that are assembled unto thee,
and be thou a guard unto them."

I have included a couple of soup recipes
that have been circulated, tested and
confirmed to be very tasty.  Enjoy and try
your own variations or "concoctions"!

Pumpkin Vegetable Soup
1 large onion (chopped)

1 - 16 oz. can red kidney beans

2 T. butter
1 -16 oz. can pumpkin
8 - 10 c. chicken broth

1/2 pt. half-n-half
1 large potato, diced

cooked & diced chicken
1 c. lima beans

salt, pepper, garlic to taste
1 c. whole kernel corn
2 med. carrots (sliced)

Directions: Sauté onion in butter.  Add
broth and vegetables.  Cook until veg-
etables are tender.  Add beans, pumpkin,
half-n-half.  Add cooked diced chicken.
Season to taste.

Creamy Turnip Green Soup
4 slices bacon, cut into small pieces

2 cups water
1 med. onion (diced)
2 cups heavy cream

1 tsp. salt or salt substitute
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese

1 lb. chopped turnip greens and roots
1 (15 oz) can chicken broth

Directions: In a pot, cook bacon until softly
done but not browned.  Add onion and salt.
Sauté until onion is translucent.  Add turnip
greens, broth and water.  Cook until greens
are tender.  Add water as needed.  Add
cream and bring to a boil.  Simmer for
about 4 minutes.  Stir in Parmesan cheese
and serve.

Graham: SCOTUS is the Issue
Franklin Graham has finished up his

50-state "Decision America" tour, during
which he
held a
prayer ser-
vice on the
steps of all
the state
capitols.

The re-
cent rally in
R a l e i g h ,
North Caro-
lina, culmi-
nated a tour
that started
in Des Moines, Iowa, in January and
ended in Graham's home state. The tour
wasn't partisan, explains the son of famed
evangelist Billy Graham, but it was
political.

"I wanted Christians to gather on the
capitol steps to pray for their state, but
[also] to pray for this nation," he tells
OneNewsNow. "And I want to encourage
Christians to go to the polls and vote" –
and, he adds, to pray for God to give them
wisdom before they enter the voting booth.

While he's not offering advice to Chris-
tians on how to vote, it's not difficult to
read between the lines to see where he
stands. "This election is not about her
lost e-mails or his crude language. It's

about the Supreme Court," he states.
Like many political pundits have pre-

dicted, Gra-
ham expects
the next presi-
dent will be
appo int ing
several jus-
tices to the
high court –
and those jus-
tices, he says,
will either
guide the law
toward godly
principles or

away from those principles.
"We are guilty of many sins, but these

are two that I know that grieve the heart
of God: the killing of children in a
mother's womb, and same-sex mar-
riages," he shares.

And religious freedom is also up for a
vote in this election, he says. "There's
going to come a time, and it may be
sooner than you think, where we may
not be able to do what I've done this year:
and that's to go to all 50 state capitols on
public property to hold a prayer rally and
to preach the gospel," says Graham.

"The progressives in this country want
to prohibit us from being able to stand in
the public square and [do that]."
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A Civic DutyA Civic DutyA Civic DutyA Civic DutyA Civic Duty
Greetings in the Masters Name!  Our senior citizens have been to voting polls

many times.  On November 8, 2016, millions of Americans will turn out to the
election booth to cast their vote.  This is one of the greatest privileges of being a
citizen of the Unites States of America.  Our 30th president, Calvin Coolidge said,
"The whole system of American government rests on the ballot box.  Unless
citizens perform their duties, such a system of government is doomed to fail."  Not
only is it a privilege as an American citizen, it is our responsibility as Christians.
We need the often times silent majority to make a significant impact in this
coming election.. if at all possible our senior citizens should make it to the polls
and cast your vote... its that important!

Future ConferencesFuture ConferencesFuture ConferencesFuture ConferencesFuture Conferences
Once again let me mention the dates of the 2017 Senior Conferences.  If you

missed the last ones, you don't want to miss the 2017 Conferences. South
Conference, Tuesday, March 21st, at Big Creek Baptist Church, Soso and the
North Conference, Tuesday, May 9th, at Greenwood Baptist Church, Fulton.
Registration fee will remain at $15.00 per person attending.  Mark your calendar
now!

Salt and Light To OthersSalt and Light To OthersSalt and Light To OthersSalt and Light To OthersSalt and Light To Others
Just a thought" "The challenge for today's American preacher is to find the

balance between what cannot be ignored and what must always be said."
It is easy to get discourage as we witness the deterioration of our nation's moral

values from the top down.  Sadly, we're not shocked anymore when another
politician is exposed for lies and corruption.  The term politician practically
implies misconduct.  We as Christ followers, must constantly remind ourselves
this is not the time to retreat into the church and throw out verbal hand grenades
of warning.  May we willingly and creatively look for everyday ways to saturate
our communities with Christ's salt and light. US!  Remember to pray daily for
our elected officials who are standing for the right, they are in a battle!

As always, thank you for the opportunity to serve Christ as I serve you in the
ministry of senior citizens.  Your support of the ministry Is the support of your
senior members.

If there is ever anything I can do for you please let me know.

Todd West

Activate -A healthy approach
to church growth and revitalization

by Todd West, Director
Church Solutions DiscipleGuide

More than ever before, pastors and
churches are realizing that they must
come together and discover how to move
forward in "such a time as this." We
can't do this alone, and, honestly, God
never intended for us to do it that way.
We now have thirty-seven BMA
churches from seven different states
that have joined the Activate move-
ment. We expect at least forty other
churches to join us in 2017. After two
years, Activate is proving to be a "go to"
ministry for many churches of all sizes
and ages who simply want to be
healthier.

LevelsLevelsLevelsLevelsLevels
Activate is a level-based ministry

where churches can move at their own

pace throughout the process. If you
decide to join Activate, you will immedi-
ately receive level one by e-mail. Upon
completion, we will e-mail you the next
level. Each level con-
tains suggestions
for your Activate
team meetings, a
clear explanation of
the tools, and other
content to enhance
your process.

Selecting an Ac-Selecting an Ac-Selecting an Ac-Selecting an Ac-Selecting an Ac-
tivate Teamtivate Teamtivate Teamtivate Teamtivate Team

In level one of Activate, each local
church selects a team from their church
that represents a cross section of people
from the congregation. Selecting people
of various ages, both genders, and a
healthy combination of newer and long-
term members has proven to be effec-

tive. Using the tools provided through
Activate, the team partners with the
pastor to help discover unique chal-
lenges and potential solutions for greater
health. The Activate team will regu-
larly report discoveries to the entire
congregation in what is called "Activate
Congregation Workshops." This pro-
cess is designed to move an informed
and unified church forward.

Pastor HuddlesPastor HuddlesPastor HuddlesPastor HuddlesPastor Huddles
Many of our current Activate pastors

are enjoying the benefits of the pastors’
huddle. Most of these take place in the
pastors’ local area every four to six
weeks, but some have chosen an online
huddle option. Here are the advantages:

* Receive coaching from your huddle
leader on your current Activate level.

* Gain insight from other Activate
pastors.

* Find encouragement from pastors
in a positive environment.

* Praying for and celebrating the
wins in our churches.

Activate OrientationsActivate OrientationsActivate OrientationsActivate OrientationsActivate Orientations
Each year we host several orienta-

tions in various states with online op-
tions available as well. The orientation
is a “no cost” and “no commitment”
event. I would encourage you to recruit
other pastors from your area to join you

for the orientation, because this will
benefit you greatly. Pastors, just show
up for one of these three-hour events,
and feel free to bring staff members or
key church leaders. Here's how the
orientation will benefit you:

* Hear from pastors currently in-
volved in Activate.

* Gain insight into how Activate can
help unite your church around a bibli-
cal process that leads to greater health.

* Get hands-on experience in how the
Activate tools work.

* Learn how Activate can encourage
pastors and help them sharpen their
leadership skills.

* Learn how Activate respects the
uniqueness and autonomy of every
church.

* Connect and build relationships
with other pastors, church staff mem-
bers, associational leaders, and church
leaders.

Upcoming Activate OrientationsUpcoming Activate OrientationsUpcoming Activate OrientationsUpcoming Activate OrientationsUpcoming Activate Orientations
November 29 (9 a.m. - noon), Farley

Street Baptist Church, Waxahachie,
Texas

December 8 (9 a.m. - noon), Oasis
Church, North Little Rock, Arkansas

December 13 (9 a.m. - noon), Online
Activate Orientation (Email
hsorrells@insideoasis.com for instruc-
tions to join online.)

Massachusetts Churches Sue
for Right to be a Church
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - Four churches have
come forward in left-leaning Massachu-
setts to argue their First Amendment
rights trump a new state law barring
discrimination against transgenders.

The churches filed a federal lawsuit
this week against the Massachusetts
Commission against Discrimination and
its so-called "spaghetti supper" test that
defines what church activities fall un-
der the new law passed in July.

The churches named as plaintiffs in
the lawsuit are Horizon Christian Fel-
lowship, Abundant Life Church, House
of Destiny Ministries, and Faith Chris-
tian Fellowship in Haverhill.

Much like a lawsuit filed in July in
Iowa, Massachusetts is using the law to
claim churches fall under "public ac-
commodation" rules that subject them
to the same homosexual-friendly rules
that businesses are now subjected to.

The commission announced regula-
tions in September that included "Gen-
der Identity Guidance for Public Ac-
commodation," which states that
churches are places of public accommo-
dation.

Massachusetts is famous for being
home to Puritan congregations in the
early 1600s, who were Protestants that
broke away from the Church of England
and settled in New England.

The Pilgrims were among the most
famous of the Puritan colonists.

Yet the site of the "Great Migration"
from England is now considered the
most liberal state in the union.

Religious liberty is the cornerstone
upon which our country was founded,"
says Alliance Defending Freedom attor-
ney Christiana Holcomb. "And if
churches don't have First Amendment
freedoms, I'm not sure who does."

Meanwhile, the state commission
disagrees. It claims that the new law
applies to churches, Holcomb says, and
also claims the right to determine if a
church activity is a public event that is
"secular" in nature.

In addition to fighting the "public
accommodation" claims from the state,
ADF is also fighting language in the
law.

Holcomb and ADF also point out that
the new law prohibits any statements
that "discriminate" or that "incite" oth-
ers to discriminate, which ADF warns
is a backdoor attempt to prevent
churches and pastors from expressing
religious views about sexuality.

Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note: This law would po-
tentially prohibit the preaching of the
Gospel and the commands of Scripture,
which are the dictates from God Him-
self!
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Flying High
Recently I took a trip on an airplane.  Now that's not too unusual

for a lot of folks these days.  The thing I enjoyed most about the trip
was the time I spent in the airports watching people and I am here
to tell you, ‘There are a lot of funny-

looking people in the world and we are not all of
them!’

It was an entertaining experience.  Some
folks looked like they didn't have a mirror in
their house or maybe they were like the man
James mentioned in James l:23,24.

Then there were others that looked like they got
up an extra hour early to groom themselves.  Since
we can only see the outside, they'd win the contest
for "easiest to look at".

One time I was at the departure gate waiting for my plane when I became
aware of some very small children who were very unhappy and they weren't shy
about telling everybody.  It suddenly dawned on me that I was going to be on the
same plane.  They boarded early and when I got on the plane I noted my seat
assignment and when I found it, guess what?  Yep, right next to them!  But I was
able to visit with the mother and help her control the babies.  I considered it a God
thing!

Missionary Priscilla
‘Priss’ Williams Dies

Funeral services for Priscilla Will-
iams, age 63, of Jacksonville, Texas,
was held October 15, 2016 at First
Baptist Church,
Jacksonville, with
Rev. James
Schoenrock, Rev.
Joe Caudle, Rev.
Dr. Charles
Holmes officiating.

Mrs. Williams
passed away Mon-
day, October 10,
2016, in Houston.
Priscilla was born
November 14, 1952 in Port Arthur to
James and Lillian (Tauber) Gibson. She
graduated from Thomas Jefferson High
School, Port Arthur, Texas, and then
attended Jacksonville College where she
met her husband Ricky. Priscilla
worked as secretary to the dean at
Baptist Missionary Association Theo-
logical Seminary. While there she aided
Philip Bryan by doing research in the
library for his doctorate degree. She and
her husband Ricky have served a num-
ber of years on the mission field in
Mexico.

One of her joys in life was to help in
the Clínica El Buen Samaritano (Good

Milton Wright Passes Away
Bro. Thomas Milton Wright, 89,

passed away Sunday, October 9, 2016.
He was born January 3, 1927, to George
Albert and Alice
Lavada Bishop
Wright. He was a
Baptist minister
who pastored a
number of
churches for over
62 years in the ser-
vice of the Lord. He
was a member of
Bethel Baptist
Church, Fulton,
Mississippi. He served his country in
the Merchant Marines and U.S. Army

during World War II and was a member
of the American Legion Post 51. He
enjoyed woodworking, gardening (giv-
ing away much of his crops), and using
chain saws as well as singing and play-
ing the guitar and harmonica and sing-
ing.

Bro. Wright attended Jacksonville
College, Jacksonville, Texas and South-
eastern Baptist College, Laurel, Missis-
sippi. He also taught extension classes
for Southeastern College. He pastored a
church in Texas while attending college
there and upon returning to Mississippi
he served at Bethel, Dorsey; Shady
Grove, Tishomingo; Immanuel, Tupelo;
Vardaman Street, Wiggins; Forked Oak,
Booneville; Ridgecrest, Columbus; Leba-

Two More Servants Gone Home
It is with deep sadness that we share

with our readers the 'homegoing' of two
faithful workers. Both were dedicated
and special folks. Bro. Milton 'Crowbar'
Wright and Mrs. Pricilla 'Priss' Will-
iams. We knew both of these saints and
enjoyed their fellowship over the years.

I visited the mission field in Mexico
on two occasions and got to know Ricky
and Priss Williams. Dedication to their

mission field was obvious by observing
their work and their love for the people
of Mexico.

Bro. Milton Wright left a legacy of
dedication and service. Affectionately
known as 'Crowbar', he loved preaching
and teaching.

Both of these precious workers will be
missed. Our prayers and thoughts are
with their families.

non, Soso; Eastwood Park, Moss Point;
First Baptist, Louin; Big Oak, Fulton,
Oak Grove, Hattiesburg; and Pleasant
Hill, Tupelo. His heartfelt desire was to
preach the gospel as long as he could
and he did this for 62 years.

Funeral services were held October
12, at the Bethel Baptist Church with
Dr. Gary O'Neal, Dr. Kevin Clayton,
and Bro. Roger Akers officiating. Burial
was in the New Chapel Cemetery.

Survivors include his wife of 69 years,
Dorothy "Dot" Wright, of Dorsey; three
daughters, Kathryn Howington of Tu-
pelo, Sylvia Rankin (Dennis) of Mobile,
Alabama, and Wanda Craven (Ralph) of
Laurel; one sister, Lois Wright of Ever-
green; his grandchildren, Robert,
Ronald, Rebecca, Greg, Rachel,
Amanda, and Jason; and 19 great-grand-
children. He was preceded in death by
his parents.

Milton Wright leaves many friends
that he cherished and now enjoys his
great reunion in Heaven.

Priscilla Williams

Milton Wright

continued on page 5
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Anders Lee

There has probably never been a time in our
nation’s history when it is of utmost importance
to do what we can in expressing our faith to others
concerning the things of the Lord than today.
Proverbs 14:26 states, “In the fear of the Lord is
strong confidence: and his children shall have a
place of refuge.” The loving, caring ministry of
the Home continues to provide children with
teaching and training that instills in them a life
of confidence in the Lord as they grow in Him.
The Lord is indeed a place of refuge to those who
fear and reverence Him.  Because of God’s good-
ness and grace it is a joy to report that two of the
girls came to know Christ as their personal
Savior this past year.  This ministry as a refuge
for children in need continues to fulfill its mission
which is to help provide children with a life of
stability and structure in a Christian atmo-
sphere that is honoring to God and true to His
Word.

Once again, it is that time of the year when the
months of October and November are the Special
Emphasis months for the ministry of the Missis-
sippi Baptist Children’s Home.  We would like to
convey to you our supporters our sincere thanks
for your support of the Home.  Last year you

helped us reach our goal for this special emphasis
period. We are asking you to respond in the same
way for this year’s Special Emphasis. It is because
of your generosity in giving extra that we are able
to report that we did not have a deficit in the
budget this past fiscal year.

As we stated last year cutbacks were made in
the overall operation of the Home.  There is still
a need for an increase of regular giving from the
churches and a good response from this year’s
Special Emphasis in order for us to balance the
budget again this year. Will you help us in
reaching our GOAL of $25,000?  We would like to
suggest to you to consider designating November
13th as “Children’s Home Emphasis Sunday.” We
would like for you to have special prayer for the
outreach and ministry of the Home. Also, we
would like for you to prayerfully consider receiv-
ing and Emphasis offering for this ministry.

Continue to pray for this ministry that with the
Lord’s help and leadership He will provide the
physical and spiritual needs of the children He
has placed under our care.

Providing a Refuge for Children in theProviding a Refuge for Children in theProviding a Refuge for Children in theProviding a Refuge for Children in theProviding a Refuge for Children in the
Fear of the Lord, Proverbs 14:26Fear of the Lord, Proverbs 14:26Fear of the Lord, Proverbs 14:26Fear of the Lord, Proverbs 14:26Fear of the Lord, Proverbs 14:26

October - November, 2016

Children's Home Annual Emphasis

Greetings from the Mississippi Baptist Children’s HomeGreetings from the Mississippi Baptist Children’s HomeGreetings from the Mississippi Baptist Children’s HomeGreetings from the Mississippi Baptist Children’s HomeGreetings from the Mississippi Baptist Children’s Home
by Sidney D. Davis, Directorby Sidney D. Davis, Directorby Sidney D. Davis, Directorby Sidney D. Davis, Directorby Sidney D. Davis, Director

Church Urges Christmas
Gifts for Mission Project
Pastors, Youth Pastors & BMA Family!

It’s been six months since Bro. Carl
Sookraj was elected as a Missionary to
Peru! I want to give you a brief update
on the things that are going on with the
work.

Bro. Carl and his family have been all
over the BMA on deputation, from Mis-
sissippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri,
and Texas. I want to personally say as
his pastor how very much I appreciate
these churches hosting them so that
they can share their work! Our church
misses them greatly when they are
gone, but we are thrilled that they get
the opportunities to
share the new work!

Once he is on the
field he will be 100%
self-supported. It is a
huge leap of faith that
they are taking. Cur-
rently they have 35%
of their support
raised. Our thanks
to those who have
committed to help!
Central Church has joined in the effort
and will be committing funds toward
their ministry as well. He is one of ours
and we are thrilled to be sending them
on the field!

They will need approximately
$400,000 to build the orphanage once
they are there. They began raising funds
last December for this. Currently they
have around $40,000 (10%) of the need.
This money will not be used to support
his family, only to buy the land and
build the orphanage. Some of you have
seen the plans and heard the vision. I
know you now know that the need is
real and genuine.

Christmas is right around the cor-
ner. I want to ask Pastors everywhere
in the BMA to consider taking up an
offering for the Peru Orphanage Fund
and further the amount currently raised
for land and building. Christmas isn’t
all about kids, but we all know that kids
and Christmas are linked together.

So, this Christmas give a gift to a
child in Peru! Help the Sookraj’s as they
endeavor to serve the Lord and make an
impact in the lives of kids there! Offer-
ings can be sent into the National Mis-
sions Office in Conway for this fund or
to Central here in Southaven. Central’s
address is P.O. Box 344 Southaven, MS
38671.

If you need more information, you
may contact me at 901-343-3293. If you
would like to book Bro. Carl to come to
your church, his cell number is 901-
399-4036.

Thanks for your help!
Anders Lee, pastor
Central Church, Southaven

Letter To The Editor

Samaritan Clinic) under the direction
of Dr. John Ladd. She worked mainly as
receptionist although she was qualified
to do blood pressures and more. Her
greatest accomplishment in life was
being a faithful wife with her mission-
ary husband. Coupled with being a
faithful and gracious wife, she was a
loving mother to three children.

She was preceded in death by her
parents. Left to cherish her memory is
her husband of 43 years, Rev. Ricky
Williams of Aquismon,SLP, Mexico;
sons, David Williams of Austin, Kevin
Williams and wife Amber of Conway,
Arkansas; daughter, Amanda Mata and
husband Eliud of Katy. She is also
survived by a brother, Bruce Gibson
and wife Belinda of Bridge City, Texas;
sister, Kathleen Gibson of Ft. Worth,
Texas; grandchildren, Ashley, Lillian,
Ricky, Maya, Levi, Zoe and Eden; and
several nieces and nephews.

Pricilla Williams
from page 4

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Kenny Mitchell
Kenny Mitchell is available for service

as Pastor as the Lord leads. He has served
4 churches (one of those twice) in Louisi-
ana and Mississippi. He and his wife Robin
have been married for 41 years and have
two children and 7 grandchildren. Bro.
Kenny can be reached at cell number 601-
215-1289 or home number 601-798-7273.
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Women's Missionary Auxiliary
President
Linda Smith

2816 Old Bay Springs Rd.
Laurel, MS 39440

601-470-1398

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533
Laurel, MS 39443

601-729-5638

Girls Missionary Auxilliary
State Youth Auxiliary Director

Beth Caldwell
166 Twin Creek Rd,
Lucedale, MS 39452

601-947-6011

State GMA Promoter
Becky Farmer

464 Churchwell Road
Hattiesburg, MS 39401

601-596-1005
becky@southforrest.org

Change for Big Creek District WMA/Brotherhood Meeting
by Bonnie Brown, 2nd Vice-president

The Big Creek District WMA/Brotherhood meeting has been changed to Novem-
ber 14, 2016 instead of November 7th. The National Senior Citizen Conference will
meet the week of the 7th and several churches in the Big Creek District will be
attending this event.

Please mark your calendar on November 14th for the Big Creek District WMA/
Brotherhood meeting at First Baptist of Shady Grove, Laurel at 7:00 pm.

GMA Pianist Report
by Alexis Clark, GMA Pianist

Hello, my name is Alexis Clark.  I am your state GMA pianist for the 2016-2017
year.  I am super excited to see what God has in store for state GMA camp.  Our
theme for this year is “Peace of God”.  Our theme verse is Philippians 4:7; “And the
peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and mind
through Christ Jesus”.  We do not know all of the camp details right now; so keep
an eye on the paper.  Hope to see you all there.

Master’s Builders Help Mississippi Church
The Master’s Builders returned to

Midway Baptist, McLain, Mississippi,
to begin work on September 26th.  Mid-
way needed help in finishing out work
in their Family Life Center.  This was
145th job for the Master’s Builders and
the 4th time the Builders were privi-
leged to work at this church.  The first
time was in 1999 and then again in 2004
and 2015.  Midway is a very loving and
giving church.  We always look forward
to seeing them and enjoying fellowship
with our brothers and sisters there.  We
enjoyed meeting their new pastor, Bro.
Johnny Williams and wife, Nita.  As
they have in times past, the folks there
fed our Builders very well and the fel-
lowship was even sweeter. They have a
large congregation with many young
families and lots of babies, so we may be
needed back soon to help with a larger
sanctuary and possibly a bigger nurs-
ery!

It was good to be together again work-
ing in this ministry, because 2016  has
been a heartbreaking year for The
Master’s Builders family. Heaven has
gained 7 of our members: John May, of
Shepherd, Texas.; Robert Ramey, of El
Dorado, Arkansas.; Tom Olds, of Silex,

Missouri.; Virgil Curry, of Waxahachie,
Texas.;  Bob McDonald, of Diana,
Texas.;  Anna Sandstrum, of Denton,
Texas.; and Donna Rankin, of Mt Pleas-
ant, Texas. We miss each of them deeply,
but are looking forward to being to-
gether with them and our Lord for
eternity.  We continue to ask for your
prayers for The Master’s Builders.  Pray
the Lord would send us workers and for
safety as they work.

If your church has building needs or
if you have questions about The Master’s
Builders ministry, you can contact our
Office Coordinator, Bro. John Mangum
at 318-205-5155 or his cell 318-607-4100
or Field Coordinator, Eddie Sikes ay
903-725-6549 or his cell 479-462-1675.

Masters Builders help churches build, remodel and be good stewards of God's resources

National Senior Adult Conf. Nears
DiscipleGuide’s annual Senior Adult Conference will take place Novem-

ber 7-9, 2016, at the Branson Convention Center in Branson, Missouri.
Early registration is only $150 per person by October 14.  Hotel rooms
at the Branson Hilton are $132 per night if booked before October 14.

Dr. Allen Tilley, pastor of First Baptist Church in Carthage, Texas, will
share a series of messages entitled “Heroes Reborn.” Larry Wood,
worship pastor at Farley Street Baptist Church in Waxahachie, Texas,
will lead music.

In addition, a concert featuring Grammy-nominated and Dove Award-
winning music artist Dallas Holm, will take place the evening of November
7 followed by The Harper Family the morning of November 8.  Each
registration also includes admission to a special Christmas performance
by The Haygoods, one of Branson’s most exciting shows.
For more information, or to register, visit discipleguide.org/nsa.



 7October 15, 2016   •  Mississippi Baptist

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Danny Pitts - President
4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Southeastern
Baptist College

Danny Pitts

Constitutional Change for Southeastern Baptist College
approved by the Trustees

New Proposed Mission Statement
Article II — Purpose Mission StatementArticle II — Purpose Mission StatementArticle II — Purpose Mission StatementArticle II — Purpose Mission StatementArticle II — Purpose Mission Statement
Mission:

The purpose of Southeastern Baptist College is to glorify God by providing
quality post-secondary education from a biblical worldview in a Christian
atmosphere.

Goals:
Training is provided on campus, online, and through extensions to help

prepare students for professional Christian ministry and/or business admin-
istration.
Southeastern Baptist College seeks to train students who wish to receive the
foundational courses of a college curriculum in a spiritual academic setting. All
courses are taught in a manner as to integrate faith and learning, thus giving
due recognition to the God of all truth.

Also, Southeastern Baptist College seeks to serve the Christian community
by offering a limited number of credit and non-credit courses to those who do
not choose to pursue a structured program toward a specific degree, certificate,
or diploma.

Explanation for the messengers:Explanation for the messengers:Explanation for the messengers:Explanation for the messengers:Explanation for the messengers:
The requirements of our accrediting agency that the school and board review
the Mission Statement brought to our attention the need to streamline the
expression of our purpose. Research showed that it had been developed
according the guidelines of the Association of Biblical Higher Education
(ABHE). Those guidelines stressed the mission, goals, and objectives. The
Mission was included in the purpose statement as a single sentence. The goals
which would allow the reaching of the Mission were in the paragraphs that
followed. The objectives were in the catalog and connected to each Degree and
Certificate Program. The proposed Mission Statement with the Goals will
clarify how Southeastern seeks to focus on its purpose.

See the beginning of the present Constitution and By-laws of Southeastern
Baptist College, Inc.

Article I — Name And LocationArticle I — Name And LocationArticle I — Name And LocationArticle I — Name And LocationArticle I — Name And Location
This institution shall be known as Southeastern Baptist College. The College

is located at 4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, MS 39440.

Article II — Purpose Mission StatementArticle II — Purpose Mission StatementArticle II — Purpose Mission StatementArticle II — Purpose Mission StatementArticle II — Purpose Mission Statement
The purpose of Southeastern Baptist College is to glorify God by providing

quality post-secondary education from a biblical world view in a Christian
atmosphere, thereby developing Christian growth in students and preparing
them for service in the Kingdom of God.

Southeastern Baptist College seeks to prepare men and women in the
Christian community expressing a desire to be involved in a church related
vocation. Training is provided on campus and through extensions to help
prepare people for ministry in the pastorate, missionary work, mu- sic
ministries, Christian education, and youth ministries. Southeastern Baptist
College also seeks to train people who wish to receive the foundational courses
of college curriculum in a spiritual academic setting as provided by Southeast-
ern Baptist College. All courses are taught in such a manner as to integrate
faith and learning, thereby giving due recognition to the God of all truth.

Southeastern Baptist College seeks to serve the Christian community by
offering a limited number of credit and non-credit courses to those who do not
choose to pursue a structured program toward a specific degree, certificate, or
diploma.

Oak Grove Association
by Ed Steele, Reporter

The 58th annual session of the Oak
Grove Missionary Baptist Association
was held recently at Calvary Baptist
Church, Purvis. After a meal and fel-
lowship Moderator Ed Steele opened the
service with Scripture and prayer.

The officers from the previous year
were reelected: Bro. Ed Steele, Modera-
tor; Bro. Church Lee, Vice-Moderator;
Bro. Sam Oglesby, Clerk-Treasurer;
Bro. Glen Pace, Assistant Clerk-Trea-
surer; Bro. Ed Steele, Reporter, and
Bro. Alan Carlson, Youth Director. Also
reelected were Bro. Ted Quinby to serve
as National Missionary Ambassador
and Bro. Greg Medenwald to be our
Moral Action Agency Representative.

Next year's annual session will meet
with Cornerstone Baptist Church in
Hattiesburg. Bro. Greg Medenwald was
chosen to preach the annual message
with Bro. Chuck Lee as the alternate
speaker.

The visitors present to give reports
on their ministries were Bro. Sidney
Davis representing the Children's Home
and Bro. Larry Geraldson for State
Missions. Bro. Geraldson also intro-
duced two of his missionaries. Bro.
Estuardo Marroquin spoke on the be-
half of Hispanic missions in South Mis-
sissippi. Bro. Sidney Farmer gave a
report on his work at South Forrest
Baptist Mission.

The annual message was delivered
by Bro. Blake McCain, Pastor of Mid-
way First Baptist Church. The next
meeting will be with Cornerstone Bap-
tist Church in Hattiesburg on Novem-
ber 17.

Church Staff Openings
Lake Highlands Baptist Church in Sul-

phur Springs, Texas, is seeking to hire a
full-time Music Director/ and Youth Minis-
ter for the 6th -12th grades. Prefer these
department leaders be combined, but will
consider separate positions. Please send
resume to: Lake Highlands Baptist, P.O.
Box 441, Sulphur Springs, TX 75483,
Attention: Vickie Goodson or you can
email them to www.lhbcsstx.com.

MinistryMinistryMinistryMinistryMinistry
Positions Positions Positions Positions Positions AAAAAvailablevailablevailablevailablevailable

Larry Barker

Good News For America
By Larry Barker, Director
North American Missions

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the
Good News that everyone needs to hear!
Our responsibility to share the good
news of the Gospel is made very clear in
Rom. 10:14-15 (ESV): “How then will
they call on Him in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in
Him of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without some-
one preaching? And how are they to
preach unless they are sent? As it is
written, ‘How beautiful are the feet of
those who preach the good news!’”

Values drive us, but there is often a
disconnect between what we say we
value and whether or not we actually
live out that value. Be careful about
asking God to guide your footsteps if you
are not willing to move your feet!

James makes this very clear in James
1:22 when he says, “But be doers of the
word and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves.” He also says in 4:17, “So it
is a sin for the person who knows to do
what is good and doesn’t do it.”

Here are some values that churches
all agree upon:

The Lostness of Man!The Lostness of Man!The Lostness of Man!The Lostness of Man!The Lostness of Man!
We know that man cannot save him-

self and is far from God. John 3:18
(HCSB) says, “Anyone who believes in
Him is not condemned, but anyone who

does not believe is
already condemned,
because he has not
believed in the name
of the One and Only
Son of God.” Do we
really believe that?
If we did, wouldn’t
we be doing more to
let people know that
there is a Savior who
loves them and de-

sires a relationship with them?

The Length of Eternity!The Length of Eternity!The Length of Eternity!The Length of Eternity!The Length of Eternity!
The soul of man separated him from

the rest of creation because man has an
eternal nature. Death does not end our
existence! Hebrews 9:27-28 makes it
clear: “And just as it is appointed for
people to die once—and after this, judg-
ment —so also the Messiah, having
been offered once to bear the sins of
many, will appear a second time, not to
bear sin, but to bring salvation to those
who are waiting for Him.” Should this
not make us more passionate in sharing
our faith?

The Love of God!The Love of God!The Love of God!The Love of God!The Love of God!
I love Rom. 5:8 because it says, “But

God proves His own love for us in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us!” Jesus said that He had come to
seek and to save the lost! He also con-
veyed who He had come to save in Mark
2:17: “…Those who are well don’t need
a doctor, but the sick do need one. I
didn’t come to call the righteous, but
sinners.” Shouldn’t knowing and hav-
ing experienced the love of God move
His disciples into action by showing and
sharing His love?

If these are truly our values, why
does it not change the way we live? Why

continued on page 8



It’s About More than Sunday School
by Scott Attebery, Executive Director DiscipleGuide

Every time a church closes its doors, the effects are devastating - not only to the
community, but also to missionaries around the world who depend on local churches
for their support.

Right now, hundreds of BMA churches are struggling. The impact could be
staggering to our asso-
ciation and to the king-
dom.

DisicpleGuide’s Ac-
tivate program is cur-
rently helping revital-
ize forty-three
churches. Meanwhile,
thirty churches are on
the Activate waiting
list. The need is urgent and requires great resources.

Proceeds from Compass Bible study materials help DiscipleGuide invest in local
churches through Activate. If 100% of adult Sunday school classes in 100% of BMA
churches would use Compass Bible study materials, we could help every church on
our waiting list.

Your church is going to order Sunday school material from somewhere. Why not
help save a BMA church while you’re at it? It’s as simple as that.

Purchasing Compass provides your church with trusted BMA curriculum while
at the same time strengthening hurting churches and helping missionaries reach
the world!

It’s about more than curriculum; it’s about local churches helping local churches.
That’s what being part of an association is all about.

Help DiscipleGuide help local churches. Order Compass for every adult class in
your church today!

Go to discipleguide.org/compass or call 1-800-333-1442. Be sure to ask about our
new 100% money back guarantee.
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Children's Home Special Emphasis
October & November 2016

Goal - $25,000

MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST

CHILDREN'S HOME
118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-3928

SIDNEY DAVIS - DIRECTOR SIDNEY DAVIS

Transform Your Sunday School
and Small Groups With Compass

by Scott Attebery, Executive Director DiscipleGuide

DiscipleGuide aims to help churches revitalize Bible study groups and Sunday
school classes through improvements to Compass Adult Bible Studies beginning in
December of 2016. The DiscipleGuide
team has worked diligently for over two
years to enhance the curriculum to
bring about greater gospel transforma-
tion in the lives of small group and
Sunday school class members.

Because the Word of God changes
lives, every church must intentionally
teach and disciple members to grow
strong in Scripture. Small group lead-
ers and Sunday school teachers have a
powerful opportunity to impact lives.
For this reason, a church’s choice of
curriculum is of utmost importance.

The updated Leader Guide will pro-
vide greater preparation tools for each
lesson. In addition, each study guide
will deliver interactive, practical dis-
cussion questions to help group mem-
bers apply biblical truth immediately.

To request a Compass sample packet, including lesson samples and helpful leader
videos, call 800-333-1442 or visit discipleguide.org/sample today.

do polls say that only 5% of people who
say they are Christians ever share their
faith?

Once again, we see the disconnect in
churches and Christians between what
we say we believe and what we actually
practice. One necessary thing is to fi-
nally admit and acknowledge the gap
between the two and begin to do some-
thing about it. Unfortunately, we talk
about it and plan to do better, but
nothing changes!

Many seem to be living in the vast
wilderness between aspirational goals
and actual behaviors. Andy Stanley has
said, “Knowledge alone makes Chris-
tians haughty. Application makes us
Holy.”

The book of James is all about point-
ing out that the true believer will never
be satisfied with merely knowing the
Word without obeying the Word of God.
We are challenged to not only be dedi-
cated to studying the Word of God but
also to the faithful obedience of its com-
mands.

What practices do you have in place
that show you really do value the lostness
of man, the length of eternity and the
love of God? There are two primary
things to consider about practices that
will help you carry out your values in
this area. They are simple and do not
require you to be an expert. If we really
value people they way God values them,
we will develop these practices. Luke 15
shows us that God values the lost and as
His followers we must value them also.

First, invest in their lives.First, invest in their lives.First, invest in their lives.First, invest in their lives.First, invest in their lives.
Think of ways to show and display

the love of Christ to those with whom
you have contact every day. How can
you help them? How can you bless
them? Be prepared to build relation-
ships with them by listening to them.

Remember, if you want to be a bridge
to people for Christ, you have to be
willing to be walked on sometimes.
Loving people can be very messy, but it
is always worthwhile.

Second, invite them into your life!Second, invite them into your life!Second, invite them into your life!Second, invite them into your life!Second, invite them into your life!
That can be church, small groups or

some activity where they can be loved
by others. The invitation will mean so
much more when you have already
earned a right to speak into their lives.

This takes time, so do not get discour-
aged. Keep watering the seed you have
sown and continue investing in them,
even when they turn down your invita-
tions. Also, invite them to go golfing,
fishing or some other hobby that has
interest for both of you.

There are certain values that we all
aspire to have, but that is not enough.
Good intentions will never get the job
done or complete the task. Goals help us
to see what we are working toward, but
without these daily practices they will
never be reached.

What practices will you begin to imple-
ment in order to invest in people who are
far from God? What can you do daily
that will display the love of Christ in a
practical way?

Healthy churches are outwardly fo-
cused and challenge every member to
live on mission!

-via Baptist Trumpet

Good News
from page 7


