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Children's Home Special Emphasis
October - November 2017

211TH ANNUAL MEETING AT SOUTHEASTERN COLLEGE

Ready For Harvest - Matthew 9:37

State Association Meets October 16-18
The annual meeting of the

BMA of Mississippi will assemble
in Laurel on October 16-18.

Messengers will hear reports
from each area of ministry and
consider business presented by
the departments, commissions,
and auxiliaries.

The State Brotherhood will
meet at Southeastern College on
Monday evening. The state
WMA will host a banquet for the
ladies at 6:30 PM on Monday at
First Baptist Church of Shady
Grove. After the banquet the
ladies will move to the sanctu-

ary for a program led by Char-
lotte Johnson of Texas. The state
WMA will hold its business on
Tuesday morning at
FBC of Shady Grove at
9:00 AM.

A 'townhall' will be
held on Tuesday morn-
ing at Southeastern Col-
lege at 10:00 am featur-
ing the departments of
the Baptist Missionary
Association of America. This
will give churches and messen-
gers an opportunity to get up to
date information concerning the

BMA Information Services Updating Information
We Need Your Help?We Need Your Help?We Need Your Help?We Need Your Help?We Need Your Help?

Each year the Baptist Mis-
sionary Association sends a form
to all BMA churches to collect
the most up-to-date information.
This helps us connect, build re-
lationships, and provide accu-
rate information of the impact

BMA churches are making
through their local communi-
ties with the gospel.

What Can My Church Do?What Can My Church Do?What Can My Church Do?What Can My Church Do?What Can My Church Do?
1. Visit bmaamerica.org to up-
date your church information at
any time.  Once on the website,
select the “BMA Churches” tab
listed at the top, then click on
“BMA Church Log In.” Only
pastors, church staff members
or church members granted
authority by their church may
add or update their church in-
formation.
2. If you prefer please fill out the
pre-populated form provided and
mail to: BMA of America, PO
Box 1188, Conway, AR 72033

What’s New?What’s New?What’s New?What’s New?What’s New?
Update your church informa-
tion online at ANY TIME!

Visit bmaamerica.org to view

and edit your church informa-
tion. Once on the website, select
the “BMA Churches” tab listed
at the top, then click on “BMA
Church Log In.”  Only pastors,
church staff members or church
members granted authority by
their church may add or update
their church information.

Online FeatureOnline FeatureOnline FeatureOnline FeatureOnline Feature
As an added value to each of

our churches and associations,
you will now be able to print and
mail updated church informa-
tion to your local and state asso-
ciations by selecting “Print PDF”
at the top right hand corner
once you’re logged in.

Need Help?Need Help?Need Help?Need Help?Need Help?
Please contact Lauren Noland
in the Information Services de-
partment at 501-358-4007 or
lauren@bmaamerica.org

overall work of the BMA of
America.

The State Association will be-

gin business at 1:15 Tuesday
afternoon. A schedule of the meet-
ing is located on page 8 of this
issue.

by Bro. Scott Kirkland, pastor
Little Creek Baptist Church,
Ramsey Springs, Mississippi
Do you want a blessing? We

often ask God for a blessing, but

how often do we actively seek
after one? I have recently re-
ceived a true blessing, but I had
to drive 6 hours for it!

I went to Mont Belvieu, Texas,
where JUST THE CRUMBS

'Just The Crumbs' ministry serving meals to hurricane victims in Texas

Disaster Relief is headquartered.
I  have been busy helping unload
trucks, organize supplies, plate
meals, and whatever else they
need. As I write this at the end

of the second day of my second
trip, I am definitely tired, but
truly blessed. If you would like
to receive a blessing, come on
over, they surely need the assis-
tance.

Hurricane Relief Need
Still Strong in Texas

From the director of JUST THE CRUMBS
Bro. Lavon Hayden

We are a non-profit organiza-
tion that does disaster relief. We
provide hot meals for breakfast
and dinner (supper to
southerners) to victims as well
as volunteers. We also provide
sack lunches.

We are delivering meals to
various communities to be dis-
tributed by local people. We de-
liver three meals a day to volun-
teer centers. We are currently
providing 800 plus meals per

day.
The number increases daily

as we find more and more needs.
We plan to add an additional 600
meals this week. We will begin
transporting 100 plus meals to
Suburban Wood Church in
Humble, Texas, Thursday, Sep-
tember 28.

We provide supplies, food,
hygiene, cleaning, clothing, and
other necessities to people who
need them. We deliver these to

various communities as well.
We have volunteers coming

to clean out homes and rebuild
as much as we can. We have
four volunteer groups coming
within the next two weeks to
tear out, treat, and replace ma-
terials in two houses that we
just lined up.

What we need is equipment
like dehumidifiers and pressure
washers, and money for expenses
such as food, gloves, masks, and

continued on page 2
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Well Done!Well Done!Well Done!Well Done!Well Done!
"Notwithstanding ye have well"Notwithstanding ye have well"Notwithstanding ye have well"Notwithstanding ye have well"Notwithstanding ye have well
done,..." (Phil 4:14a)done,..." (Phil 4:14a)done,..." (Phil 4:14a)done,..." (Phil 4:14a)done,..." (Phil 4:14a)

In Paul's letter to the Philippians, he
commends them for their support of his
missions ministry.  In the larger con-
text, Paul makes clear that the
Philippians sympathize with his mis-
sions ministry.  This is where I want to
begin with this article.  I want to com-
mend the churches of the Baptist Mis-
sionary Association of Mississippi for
your support given for the work of Mis-
sions.  I look forward to sharing a
detailed report at the Annual Associa-
tion meeting on October 17-18.  I hope
that your church will be represented.

Timing is everything! "To every thing
there is a season, and a time to every
purpose under the heaven:..." (Ecc 3:1).

I love this passage because it reminds
me that, not only is there a time for
everything, but timing is everything.  It
is often the case that the timing of the
submission of my article precludes me
from being able to report on some very
important developments.  Mission re-
ports arrive just after the end of the
month and article submission is always
just prior to the end of the month. I'm
not complaining, but just explaining
why I can't give you a full and detailed
report on the following:

Missionary Dale Broom is scheduled
to have his first service at "The Founda-
tion" Baptist Mission this coming Sun-

day (October 1st). He recently reported
his first profession of faith. I look for-
ward to being in attendance at this first
meeting but I will have to wait to report
the outcome until later.  More to fol-
low...

Thursday (September 28th) of this
week, I will be meeting with our Mis-
sionary Coaches: Bro. Bob Burch and
Bro. Sidney Farmer.  I am looking
forward to hearing from them about
their interaction with our missionaries
over the past month. More to follow....

I recently met with Bro. Estuardo
Marroquin to discuss the activity and
progress of our Hispanic Missions ef-
forts across the State.  With Bro. Garcia's
resignation, Bro. Marroquin has as-
sumed the entire role of managing and
coordinating the Hispanic Missions pro-
gram.  We are asking churches to con-
sider adding a separate offering to their
budgets to help with the Hispanic Mis-
sions program.  After the end of the
month,  Bro. Marroquin will have more
to report on Hispanic Missions.  More to
follow...

I met with the Revolving Loan Fund
Trustees this past Tuesday (September
26th).  We received our annual report
from our Auditor, Clint King from Horne
CPA's.  We entertained loan requests
and approved allocations for "Matching
Funds Campaigns" for Day Star at
Sumrall and Redemption at
Diamondhead, among much other busi-

ness.  However, since I will not be
meeting with the Missionary Commit-
tee until next Tuesday (October 3rd), I
will have to refrain from giving you the
details until later. More to follow....

I have received a new missionary
application from an individual who will
likely be interviewed at the Missionary
Committee meeting on October 3rd.
But I will have to wait to give you the
details until after the committee meets.
More to follow...

As you know, 3 of our missions,
Caledonia; South Forrest; and Free-
dom, have all organized into New Testa-
ment Churches this year. Caledonia,
South Forrest and Freedom all plan to
join the BMA of Mississippi at the up-
coming Annual Meeting (October 17-
18). Grace at Clinton will organize on
December 9th and Harvest at Olive
Branch is making plans to organize
before the end of the year.  Bro. Ed
DuVall and Bro. Cook will be meeting to
plan the date, but I will have to wait and
report that to you later. More to follow...

We are working on our annual re-
ports for Missions and Revolving Loan
Fund. Our complete report will not be
available until after the end of Septem-
ber and all of our committees have met
and the annual review of Missionaries
has been conducted. So, I will have to
wait till later to give you the exciting
details of what we have witnessed this
past year. All I can say at this point is,

Wow! More to follow...
Our Association will meet on October

17-18 and the reports from Missions
and Revolving Loan Fund are sched-
uled to be given on Wednesday at
9:25am.  Our Missionaries will be giv-
ing individual reports throughout the
meeting, leading into each department
report.  I understand that the program
was planned to provide a large portion of
time, at the very beginning of our meet-
ing, (in a town hall format), to afford the
directors of the departments of the BMA
of America to interact with the Messen-
gers.  The BMA of America National
meeting is scheduled to meet in the
spring of 2018 at Jackson, Mississippi.
My hope is that the Messengers of the
BMA of Mississippi, in their annual
meeting, will not fail to give the appro-
priate time and attention to the work
that is going on in Mississippi. Please do
not mistakenly receive the reports of
the Directors of the National Depart-
ments as representative of the work of
the Departments of the BMA of Missis-
sippi.  Our reports will come later and I
want to encourage you to stay for the
entirety of the meeting and hear our
reports.

Associational work is predicated on
the understanding that we cannot do
apart what we can do together.  This is
not to say that churches cannot and
should not do things on their own.  On
the contrary! Churches that have the
ability should engage their world, as
much as possible and in any way that
they can.  However, as Regular Mis-
sionary Baptists, we understand that
working together not only maximizes
our efforts but affords churches, who
otherwise would not be able to do so, to
enjoy the opportunity and the blessings
of being a part of something larger than
themselves.

I have the great privilege of serving
the churches of the BMA of Mississippi
by supporting your missionaries. We
always consider it an honor to report
back to you about the activity and chal-
lenges and the blessings of doing the
work of Missions.  I am anxiously await-
ing the opportunity to give you the
details to this incomplete report when
we gather at the BMA of Mississippi
Annual Association meeting on October
17-18.  I hope to see you at the meeting.

other supplies.
Our efforts are long term. We stay until the need no longer exists

or until we deplete our resources. The greatest need overall is
volunteers. We provide lodging and food. All you need to bring is a cot
or air mattress and bedding.

Hurricane Relief
from front page

Editor’s Note
For more information contact Lavon Haden at
justthecrumbs21@gmail.com.

Pallets of Bottled Water

Supplies donated and shipped to Texas
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Greetings from the Mississippi Baptist Children’s Home:
Once again, it is

that time of the year
for the Special Empha-
sis period for the
Home.  We certainly
want to express our
sincere appreciation,
gratefulness, and
thankfulness for your
continued prayerful and
financial support for
the vital ministry of
the Children’s Home.
We live in an age and

period where the sanc-
tity of life is under
attack, even in our
own nation.  It is so sad to recognize the fact that many people
consider an unborn baby as a nuisance.  In today’s society many times
babies are looked upon as burdens to bear rather than blessings to
share.  By many, babies in the womb are seen as dreaded tumors to
be removed and destroyed, instead of persons to be received and
enjoyed with arms that are reaching out to welcome them with love.
Psalm 127:3; Mark 10:14.
This is where the ministry of the Mississippi Baptist Children’s

Home comes into play.  A Home where the physical, emotional, and
spiritual needs of children are met.  We are asking you to partner
with us in meeting these needs by participating in this year’s
Special Emphasis during the months of October and November.  We would
like to suggest to you to consider designating Sunday, November 12th,
as “Children’s Home Emphasis Sunday.”  We would like for you to have
special prayer for the outreach and ministry of the Home on that day.
Also, we would like for you to prayerfully consider receiving an
Emphasis Offering for this ministry.  Will you help us in reaching
our goal of $25,000.00?
God bless you as you partner with us in caring for the needs of

children.
Caring for God’s Heritage, Psalm 127:3
Sidney D. Davis
Director

Children's Home Special Emphasis
October - November 2017

2017 Lifeword Sunday Video Ready for Download
On October

22, BMA
churches will cel-
ebrate Lifeword
Sunday by learn-
ing about, pray-
ing for, and giv-
ing to Lifeword.
This year’s video
will be available
to download Fri-
day, September
22. Go to
L i f e w o r d ’ s
Facebook page and website for a
link that will take you to Vimeo
for download.

DVDs can be requested by
emailing holly@lifeword.org, and
they will be sent at no charge.
Churches who are planning to
participate in Lifeword Sunday

on that day (or any day they
choose) need to register at
lifeword.org/lifewordsunday and
receive their free T-shirts and
bulletin inserts.

There is another incentive for
churches to register: Pastors or
staff members will be entered to

win two passages on
DiscipleGuide’s Church Lead-
ers Cruise (Jan. 13-18) if contri-
butions have been sent in by
December 11. Drawing for the
cruise will be held on December
13.

Thank you, BMA churches,
for 52 years of support. The
following links will tell you more
about Lifeword’s new initiative,
the Lifeword Cloud on the
Lifeword Network:
https://lifeword.org/unlimited-
lifewords-new-media-vision-
part-one/
https://lifeword.org/unlimited-
lifewords-new-media-vision-
part-two/
https://lifeword.org/unlimited-
lifewords-new-media-vision-
part-three/

DiscipleGuide
Scott Attebery, Executive Director
Email: scott@discipleguide.org

Facebook: Facebook.com/scott.attebery
Twitter: @scottattebery

Scott Attebery

Start getting ready for SOAR 2018!
Though it’s still months away, DiscipleGuide is already gearing

up and getting ready for next summer’s SOAR conference! It will
be held July 3-5, 2018 at the Omni Dallas Hotel, which is connected
to the Dallas Convention Center.

Get ready for three days packed with learning, worship, and
hands-on ministry opportunities that focus around next year’s
theme: Local: The Church is Here. The focus of the conference will
be the vitality and necessity of the local church in Christ’s
kingdom. Sessions will emphasize to students the need for involve-
ment in and commitment to their local church. They will also share
with students the effects that the local church has on furthering
the great commission – how will missionaries, pastors, and
laypeople go on mission if they are not sent and equipped by their
local church?

“Somewhere along the way, people have lost their sense of
appreciation for the local church” explains Scott Attebery. “We
want to show students the value of their church. Churches need our
youth, and youth need our churches.”

More information about SOAR 2018 will be coming soon. Until
then, we are excited to see the many students who will pour in to
the Omni next July, ready for their hearts and lives to be changed!

Don’t Miss the Miracle of Christmas
This November 13-15, join DiscipleGuide as we host this year’s

Senior Adult Conference in the beautiful Branson, Missouri! Head
to the Hilton Convention Hotel to enjoy a weekend that will be just
like a family reunion.

Hear the inspiring preaching of Don Chandler and the moving
worship music from David Attebery and Neil Dumas, as well as a
concert by Steve Green and a performance by the CBC Singers.

Register by October 19, and attendees will receive tickets to the
Miracle of Christmas at the incredible Sight and Sound Theater
along with their registration!

The Miracle of Christmas will bring the story of Christmas to life
through an interactive experience filled with sensory immersion.
The smells of Christmas will fill the air as the audience interacts
with a living nativity featuring actors in authentic costume and
live animals. The theater will be brilliantly decked out in holiday
attire with lights, greenery, and a thirty foot tall Christmas tree
to celebrate the story of Jesus the Messiah taking human form.

Make sure to register by October 19, because the tickets will not
be included in the registration package after this date, and seating
is extremely limited because of the popularity of this performance.

We can’t wait to see you there! Visit discipleguide.org/senior to
register for the 2017 Senior Adult Conference!
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

Journal of the Baptist Missionary
Association of MississippiDon Brown

Editor

Temple, Laurel sets Revival
Our Fall Revival at Temple Bap-

tist Church in Laurel will be held
October 8-13. The speaker will
be Bro. Richard Clark. Sunday
services are Sunday school 10:00
with Worship service at 11:00.
Monday-Friday services will be
held at 6:30 pm nightly. Temple
Church is located at 12 Hillcrest
Drive in Laurel.

Church seeks staff
Calvary Baptist Church, Vidalia,

Louisiana, is seeking a bi-voca-
tional Youth & Family Outreach
Director.  Please send resume to
office@calvaryvidalia.com or 2001
Murray Drive, Vidalia, LA  71373.

Church seeks pastor
Wilderness Baptist Church in

Vicksburg is seeking a full time
pastor.  Our current average Sun-
day morning worship service at-
tendance is 45 to 48.  Our Sunday
School attendance averages
around 20.  Those interested are
asked to send a resume' to Wil-
derness Baptist Church, 5415-C
Gibson Road, Vicksburg, MS
39180.

Don J. Brown, Editor
E-Mail - editor@msbaptist.org
Web site  www.msbaptist.org

USPS 353-960
P.O. Box 8181

Laurel, Mississippi 39441-8000

Phone  601-426-3293

PRICE
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$15.00 Per Year by Email
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Missionary Association of Mississippi. Periodical postage
paid at Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39402.
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Mississippi Baptist Paper P.O. Box 8181
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Blurred Vision
From The Mind of  Chuck Lee

Two or three years ago, I was
driving toward town, when I
suddenly saw this giant bird
flapping its wings in the middle
of the road!  Startled me, be-
cause giant birds are rare in
this part of south Mississippi.
As I advanced closer, I observed
that it was wearing a fluores-
cent orange vest.  I slowed down
to get a better look, only to dis-
cover it was a school crossing
guard directing traffic.  That

made more sense, but I decided
not to have another cup of coffee
for the rest of the day anyway.
Of course, I haven't had a cup of
coffee in about ten years, so the
sacrifice didn't
bother me very
much.  I'm
tough that way.

It was then
that I decided
to have my eyes checked by a
professional, which went against
my usual way of diagnosing
medical illnesses that involved
various web sites on the internet.
Sure enough, I was blind!  The
doctor asked if I had driven to
the checkup, to
which I replied,
"Well, I didn't
walk here".

It's not a good
idea to get smart
with someone
who is going to be
butchering your
eyeballs, but you live and learn.
A series of appointments later
and I walked out into a brand
new world with a brand new
vision.  I had something they
called cataracts.  I'm not sure
how I developed them, but it
gave me an excuse why I couldn't
get the kids a cat.  They in-
formed me that it had nothing to
do with cats, so I just told them
"No".  It was a new concept I was
trying out and so far, so good.
Maybe I should write a book on
the different ways to tell your
children, "No".  I told them if
they kept getting smarter than
me, I was going to send them
back to public school so we would
have a level playing field.  But,
I digress.

I discovered that all traffic

signals aren't stuck on green.  I
always wondered why people
were honking at me.  I just
figured they assumed I was a
celebrity or something.  After
all, that's how I viewed myself
in the mirror.  But now I couldn't
hide behind the blur and had to
look at the world in reality.  That
was sobering.  It also takes me

longer going
through town.

Trees actually
had depth!
They weren't
just blobs of
green and

brown.  For the first few weeks
after surgery, I would find my-
self just looking at trees.  There
were colors that I hadn't seen in
years!  They weren't dull colors
either.  They were bright and

vibrant.  Apparently, I had got-
ten used to my blurred vision
and accepted it as reality.  Boy,
was I misled!

It's amazing how we can get
used to seeing things a certain
way and just accept it as the
truth.  After all, that IS how we
are seeing things.  Unfortu-
nately, our vision may have been
corrupted through the years
until we just believe that is the
way things are in actuality.
Perhaps we might need to visit
the professional again.  I'm con-
vinced we will be amazed at how
beautiful things really are after
He is done.
Lee serves as pastor of Pine Grove
Baptist Church, Purvis.  He may be
reached by email  at
leecharles47@yahoo.com

Bro. Chuck Lee

It's amazing how we can get
used to seeing things a

certain way and just accept it
as the truth

Something Old, Something New
No, I am not referring to a wedding, but our Annual meeting which

is quickly approaching. The Schedule for our 2017 Association
meeting is listed on page 8 of this issue.

This year's meeting has us going back to something we have done
in the past. The Brotherhood will meet on Monday evening at
Southeastern College. The State WMA will hold a meeting on Monday
evening consisting of a banquet followed by a program.  Their annual
business meeting will be held on Tuesday morning at 9:00. Both of
these will be held at First Baptist Church of Shady Grove, just a short
distance from Southeastern College.

The old part is these groups meeting on Monday evening. On
Tuesday morning we will have something that is a 'little new'. There
will be a Townhall Style meeting beginning at 10:00 am. This will be
held at SBC and will feature the departments and workers of our
National Association. This will give messengers the opportunity to
hear about all phases of our national work, ask questions, and gather
information.

The churches are urged to have their messengers present for all
of our meetings over these 3 days. Monday evening for the Auxiliaries,
Tuesday and Wednesday for the business sessions and worship
services.

God has blessed our churches with a good work. It is the Lord's
work, it is the work of the churches of the BMA of Mississippi, and it
is the duty of each member church to be represented.

The fellowship is good and one of the great assets that we have -
fellowshipping with one another and strengthening the bonds that
bring us together. God has done great things through our association
in the past, He is doing great things today, and He will allow us to be
a part of His plans for the future. Let us make sure we are involved!

Master’s Builders Help Mississippi Church
The week after Labor Day,

The Master's Builders began
work in Poplarville, Mississippi,
at College Heights Baptist
Church. Pastor Brandon Burge
and the hard-working members
there, needed help with work in
their Fellowship Hall. Five
couples were able to come and
we also had help from Bro. Willie
Oldenquist and Bobby Lowe. We
enjoyed sweet fellowship with
the church and thank them for
all they did for us while we were
there.

If you have questions about
the Master's Builders Ministry
or if your church has building
needs, contact Office Coordina-
tor John Mangum at 318-202-
5155 or cell 318-607-4100 or Field
Coordinator Eddie Sikes at 903-
725-6549 or cell
479-462-1675.

Remember
to follow us on
Facebook at
"The Master's
Builders" (ar-
bor logo).
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Dr. Scott Carson
President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Southeastern
Baptist College

President’s Perspective
I have assembled a Strategic Plan-

ning Committee whose task is to help
with the formulation of ideas and to
carry out the plans in order to promote
Southeastern Baptist College. Members
of the committee are Amy Hinton (SBC
Institutional Effectiveness); Chris Floyd
(Pastor of Broadmoor Baptist Church,
Meridian and SBC Board of Directors
member), and Justin Rhodes (Pastor of
Big Creek Baptist Church, Soso and
Volunteer Recruiting Office). Each mem-
ber of the committee is tremendously
motivated by volunteering a great deal
of personal time in order to see South-
eastern Baptist College grow in both
students and community influence.

I learned while in the Army that
successful commanders, especially at
the highest headquarters, formulated
and published primary talking points
that promoted the mission of their com-
mand. These talking points would be
sent out in numerous venues encourag-
ing soldiers and supporters to share
with others whenever they had the
opportunity.

In the next few Mississippi Baptist
publications, I will be sharing with you
the five primary talking points for the
promotion of Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege.

The first point is: SBC Equips the
Saints. 1 Timothy 3:17 reads, “That the
man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.” The

word “furnished” also means “to equip”.
Equipment is absolutely vital for a

soldier’s survival. The U.S. Army equips
soldiers with the materiel and the skills
necessary for surviv-
ing and winning on
the battlefield. The
Army insists on the
best equipment and
the most realistic
training on the equip-
ment. The results
are obvious. The U.S.
military is the best
trained and the best
equipped soldiers in the history of the
world! In fact, I tried to think of a time
while I served in the Army when I did
not have the right equipment for the
mission. I could not think of a single
instance I was in want of the necessary
items required. I say that’s a fairly good
30 year track record!

It is no different for the Christian
soldier attending Southeastern Baptist
College! Our school possesses numer-
ous awards reflecting our commitment
to being the best of the best in equipping
our students as Christian soldiers who
may already be in the spiritual trenches
or will soon enter the battlefield of min-
istry.

As followers of Christ, our enemy is
Satan and his spiritual minions.
Ephesians 6:11-13 states, “Put on the
whole armour of God, that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles of the

devil. For we wrestle not against flesh
and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against spiri-
tual wickedness in high places.  Where-
fore take unto you the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done all, to
stand.”

The armor of God is the equipment
Christian soldiers must possess on life’s
battlefields. The members of our faculty
are true Christian professional educa-
tors who possess advanced degrees in
biblical academia. They are dedicated to
transferring their extensive knowledge
of the Holy Scriptures and ministry
experience (tested on the spiritual battle-
field) to our student body. Potential
students and their parents can be as-
sured that if they are looking for a
Christian college education, which will
prepare the student with a solid founda-
tion of Jesus Christ and is grounded in
God’s Holy Word, that Southeastern
Baptist College should be a first choice
above and beyond all other schools.

Southeastern Baptist College equips
the saints! We endeavor to prepare our
students to become strong and well
prepared Christian soldiers who are
able to stand confidently before any of
Satan’s attack. I end this note to you
with this final thought from Ephesians
6:10, “Finally, my brethren, be strong
in the Lord, and in the power of his
might!”

Special EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial Emphasis
I am excited to report that Southeast-

ern Baptist College’s Special Emphasis
Month is a tremendous success and we
have exceeded our goal! A huge thank
you to all the churches and individuals
who believe in this work and contrib-
uted! Here are additional churches giv-
ing toward SBC Special Emphasis not
listed in my last report:
Lebanon, Laurel ........................ $1027
Hopewell, Fulton (total) ............   $162
New Bethany, Ellisville ...........     $87

Moving OfficesMoving OfficesMoving OfficesMoving OfficesMoving Offices
Our staff and volunteers are working

hard to consolidate SBC staff offices in
one building. This has not been an easy
task! It is our goal to be settled into the
school’s library by the time of the an-
nual Mississippi Baptist Missionary
Association meeting. While at the state
meeting, stop by and visit the new
location of our offices.

Special ProjectsSpecial ProjectsSpecial ProjectsSpecial ProjectsSpecial Projects
If your church or ministry activity

would like to take on a special project to
help the college, we have several that
need to be addressed. Some projects
include: updating the gym’s entrances
and bathrooms; fixing the exterior of
the men’s dormitory; upgrades to our
apartments; the purchase of new HVAC
units for selected facilities. This list is
not exhaustive, but these are some of
the projects that are toward the top of
our list.

Available ScholarshipsAvailable ScholarshipsAvailable ScholarshipsAvailable ScholarshipsAvailable Scholarships
Take note! Thinking about taking

courses in the Spring semester? There
are several scholarship opportunities
available for our student body that sup-
porters of the school have graciously
provided. Contact our recruiter.  Ronnie
Kitchens has all the information you
need to sign up for classes and financial
aid. Contact Brother Ronnie at 601-426-
6346 or
rkitchens@southeasternbaptist.edu

VA BenefitsVA BenefitsVA BenefitsVA BenefitsVA Benefits
SBC possesses the 2017 Silver Award

as a military friendly college! Have you
served in America’s armed forces? Then
you probably have Veterans Adminis-
tration tuition benefits that you can use
toward a free education right here at
SBC. I urge you to contact your local VA
representative for an evaluation of your
benefits. You earned them! And remem-
ber, the Post 9-11 GI Bill is fully trans-
ferable to family members. SBC has
numerous students receiving VA assis-
tance for both online and in-classroom
tuition.

VehicleVehicleVehicleVehicleVehicle
Southeastern Baptist College is in

need of a late model four door pickup
truck with low mileage. Our current
mini-van is old with high mileage and
in need of replacement. Contact us if
you are interested in donating your
truck. Southeastern Baptist College is a
501(c)(3) certified tax deductable char-
ity.

Available to PreachAvailable to PreachAvailable to PreachAvailable to PreachAvailable to Preach
Thank you for the many churches

providing Dr. Carson an opportunity to
preach the Word of God to your congre-
gations! Dr. Carson is available to fill
the pulpit for preaching or to make a
presentation about the great work and
vision of Southeastern Baptist College.
You can reach him at 601-433-4736 or
at scarson@southeasternbaptist.edu

Local Association
Reports

Oak Grove Association Report
by Ed Steele, Reporter

The 59th annual session of the Oak
Grove Missionary Baptist Association
met with Cornerstone Baptist Church in
Hattiesburg on September 14. We re-
joiced to have South Forrest Baptist
Church petition into the Association for
membership. We were saddened to
have to remove the Bethel Baptist Church
in Hattiesburg from our membership
because they have recently disbanded.

New officers for the coming year
were elected with Moderator Chuck
Lee, Vice-Moderator Ted Quinby, Clerk-
Treasurer Sam Oglesby, Assistant
Clerk-Treasurer Glen Pace, Reporter
Ed Steele, and Youth Director Alan
Carlson to serve. Bro. Ted Quinby was

re-elected to be our National Missionary
Ambassador and Bro. Greg Medenwald
re-elected to by our Moral Action Agency
Representative. Bro. Justin Cameron will
be our speaker at the annual meeting in
September 2018, and Bro. Dale Broom
will be the alternate.

Several speakers were present to re-
port on their various ministries. The De-
partment heads reporting were Dr. Scott
Carson for Southeastern Baptist College,
Bro. Sidney Davis for the Children's Home,
Bro. Larry Geraldson for the State Mis-
sions Department. Other speakers giving
reports were Bro. Philip Burns for Day
Star Mission in Sumrall, Bro. Dale Broom
for Foundation Mission in south
Hattiesburg, and Bro. Estuardo Marrequin
for all the Hispanic missions. Bro. Ted
Quinby also gave his report as our Mis-
sionary Ambassador.

Our hearts were blessed by a great

message on prayer from Bro. Greg
Medenwald. The next meeting of the
Association will be with Pine Grove Baptist
Church in Purvis on November 16.

East Central Holds Annual Meeting
The 33rd East Central Annual Associa-

tion meeting was held Saturday Septem-
ber 9, at Bible Baptist Missionary Baptist
church.  Bro. Phillip Reynolds Reynolds
brought meeting to order with a song I'll
Fly Away and pray by Bro. Edward Will-
iams. A welcome by the host church. The
annual message was brought by Bro.
Jerry Overstreet. Reports were approved
and the new year recommendations were
voted on and approved. Bro. Larry
Geraldson reported on state missions and
Bro. Phillip Burns gave a report on the
progress of Daystar Church in Sumrall.

Bro. Jerry Overstreet, reporter



6 October 1, 2017   •  Mississippi Baptist

Ministering To Young People
by Anders Lee

Excuses!
I haven’t been around Southern Gospel for quite a

while, and haven’t even liked it most of my life. It’s just
not my preference. Yet, as a kid I grew up in a church
that loved it and my family even at one point sang it
together. So I remember some songs really well. If you
are a lover of Southern Gospel music, you surely
remember the song “Excuses” done by the ole Kingsman
Quartet. It was one of my favorites. What a funny
song! It drives every preacher’s favorite point home,
you need to be in church, quit giving excuses!

When I was a youth guy, I heard some humdinger
excuses from kids and parents about why they weren’t
coming to youth group. I thought I’d share some of
them! Here they are in random order. (I’m gonna save
the funniest for last.) FYI, these excuses are real!!! Ha!

"I have a major project to do and mom said thatI have a major project to do and mom said thatI have a major project to do and mom said thatI have a major project to do and mom said thatI have a major project to do and mom said that
was more important than the stupid youthwas more important than the stupid youthwas more important than the stupid youthwas more important than the stupid youthwas more important than the stupid youth
meeting.”meeting.”meeting.”meeting.”meeting.”

Ouch!!!Man when I heard that one it went deep! The
boy told his mom that I knew what she said. She called
me with a long winded explanation, stating that she
was just frustrated with him because he waited till the
last minute to do a huge project. He was only trying to
get out of it by saying how important it was that he
needed to be in youth. Hence the response. I told her
that she was forgiven and all was well.

“My boyfriend broke up with me and I’m not“My boyfriend broke up with me and I’m not“My boyfriend broke up with me and I’m not“My boyfriend broke up with me and I’m not“My boyfriend broke up with me and I’m not
coming cause I don’t want to see his stupidcoming cause I don’t want to see his stupidcoming cause I don’t want to see his stupidcoming cause I don’t want to see his stupidcoming cause I don’t want to see his stupid
face.”face.”face.”face.”face.”

Crystal Hopper, I’ve never forgotten that one!!!
Crystal came that night anyway and cried and talked
to me about what a jerk Jason was. She got over it!
Many years later now, they are married with three
kids. Too funny! Youth group life is full of break ups
and get togethers. You can
fully expect to hear some-
thing like this along the way.

“I have band practice for“I have band practice for“I have band practice for“I have band practice for“I have band practice for
the next one millionthe next one millionthe next one millionthe next one millionthe next one million
years!”years!”years!”years!”years!”

When school goes back
into session, band, football,
and cheer leading begin to
consume many kids’ lives. Our local band director and
his bands have been tops in the State for many years
and his favorite saying is; “I own you until January
1st.”

“I’m gonna be out of town visiting a dead“I’m gonna be out of town visiting a dead“I’m gonna be out of town visiting a dead“I’m gonna be out of town visiting a dead“I’m gonna be out of town visiting a dead
relative.”relative.”relative.”relative.”relative.”

This guy was super bummed. The relative wasn’t
dead actually, that was just his opinion of that person
and their lifestyle. He had to go spend time with his
Grandfather during the summer for two weeks while
he was out of school. I advised him to treasure the time

he had left with him. The same kid was crying in my
office not two years later after his death.

“My dog threw up in my mom’s bedroom!”“My dog threw up in my mom’s bedroom!”“My dog threw up in my mom’s bedroom!”“My dog threw up in my mom’s bedroom!”“My dog threw up in my mom’s bedroom!”
I had a text from this guy about two hours before

youth group. That is the exact response I got. Turns
out, the dog wasn’t supposed to even be in the house.
Before the mom returned home, he let him in. After
falling asleep he awoke to the sound of retching. Yep,
the dog had hoped off his lap, rounded the corner and
barfed on the floor. What made it worse? It went into
her bedroom and did it on his mom’s BRAND NEW
CARPET. So you know who got to stay home to clean

it all up, and as extra pun-
ishment, he had to clean all
the floors in the house, the
bathrooms, the furniture,
and anywhere else she
thought the dog had been.
The next week she made
him give the dog to his
cousin.
That’s not the only ones I

ever heard, but they are
definitely ones I remember well. You are going to hear
all kinds of excuses along the way. Some will be legit
and some will be outright lies. It will frustrate you
because you want to see them all come all the time.
Trust me, it’s a rare occasion when they ALL will
come. Accept it!!! Don’t forget, youth ministry isn’t
about growing BIG youth groups, it’s a commitment to
grow spiritually sound kids. That will happen over the
course of time, despite their EXCUSES along the way!
Lee is a church planter in Southhaven, Mississippi. He is
a pastor and former youth minister and may be contacted
at anders.lee571@gmail.com

Anders Lee

You are going to hear all kinds
of excuses along the way.

Some will be legit and some
will be outright lies.

Jerry Kidd’s Story – The Journey to Bolivia

“Because I love
missionaries. I love
the work, and I feel

this is what God
wants me to do!”

...Jerry Kidd

byMati SpencerbyMati SpencerbyMati SpencerbyMati SpencerbyMati Spencer
Missionaries are sent and mission

work is accomplished because at some
point someone inspired those mission-
aries to take the teachings of God’s
Word seriously. And as a result, they
gave their whole life to the cause of
Christ.

Such is the story of Brother Jerry
Kidd, who soaked up the teachings of
God for the purpose of sharing the Sav-
ior with those who need him.

It began in the small Arkansa town of
Hope. There was a little church called
Unity Missionary Baptist Church, and
in that church, Jerry Kidd accepted
Christ at the age
of twelve. It was
the beginning of
the journey in his
relationship with
Christ – one that
is still growing
and expanding to-
day.

Throughout
his teenage years,
Bro. Kidd contin-
ued to grow in the faith, and while he
was attending Southern State College
(now Southern Arkansas University) in
Magnolia, he surrendered his life to the
ministry. After meeting and marrying
his wife, transferring to Central Baptist

College, and graduating with a Bible
degree, Bro. Kidd received his first pas-
toral position at Eastside Baptist Church
in Springhill, Louisiana. But this was
just the beginning of the Kidds’ minis-
try.

“In 1967 we felt led to go into mission
work in the United States,” said Bro.
Kidd. It was called inter-state missions,
and we became inter-state missionar-
ies. We moved to Ft. Walton Beach,
Florida, to work with a mission church
there and we were there for five years.”

After having been involved in inter-
state missions for several years, the
Kidds felt God leading them overseas to
continue their missions work. They
were ready to embark on the journey to
foreign missions with God’s leading.

“That year, in 1972, we went to the

missions committee, but they weren’t
sending out missionaries that year,”
remembered Bro. Kidd. “So that year
we went to LeTourneau University in
Longview, Texas, which was a mission-
ary technology school.”

Bro. Jerry Kidd recalls that during
their time at LeTourneau, he studied to
get his pilot’s license and took courses in
auto mechanics, paramedics, and FCC
(Federal Communications Commission,
which regulates all interstate commu-
nications). In addition, he earned his
HAM license, which is an amateur
radio license. On top of these courses
and more, he was pastoring Ware Acres
Baptist Church (now named Camille
Acres).

“In ’73 we were elected to go to Bo-
livia. We chose Bolivia because of a

missionary that was working in Bo-
livia, Marvin Lloyd, who came and
shared with me the need of a missionary
pilot in Bolivia. That’s what I was want-
ing to do and what I felt God was calling
me to do, so we made that choice,” said
Bro. Kidd.

During 1973, the Kidds were on depu-
t a t i o n ,
r a i s i n g
funds for
their min-
istry. They
needed the
funds to
buy an air-
plane and
get equip-
ment in to
B o l i v i a .
God provided the funds for their minis-
try and on November 8, 1973, they
began the drive all the way to Bolivia.

It was a three month journey.
They did not arrive at their Bolivian

destination until February 8, 1974.
“It’s a story indeed,” quipped Bro.

Jerry Kidd. And then he began to tell
the perilous tale of their journey to the
South American nation: “Basically, in
every country we went through, we
were stopped at customs. We had a

Missionary Jerry Kidd and his tool for ministry

Jerry & Sue Kidd

continued on page 7
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State WMA MeetingState WMA MeetingState WMA MeetingState WMA MeetingState WMA Meeting
Schedule NotesSchedule NotesSchedule NotesSchedule NotesSchedule Notes

by Beth Caldwellby Beth Caldwellby Beth Caldwellby Beth Caldwellby Beth Caldwell
I want to personally invite each of you to attend the

Ladies Banquet on October 16, 2017 at First Baptist
Church of Shady Grove, Laurel.  This is in connection
with the State BMA Meeting.  The Banquet begins at
6:30 PM in the fellowship hall and then we will move
to the sanctuary for the program.  Charlotte Johnson
from Texas will be our speaker.  Door Prizes!!

On Tuesday morning at 9:00 AM at FBC of Shady
Grove, we will have the annual WMA business meet-
ing.  Please join us to select a new missions project.
This will be adjourned by 10:30.

NURSERY PROVIDED FOR BOTH MEETINGS.
See you there!

large freight truck, the kind where the doors raise up
in the back, and it was loaded with supplies for us and
Marvin Lloyd who was already living there. So the
truck was loaded, and I also drove a pickup truck that
had a 12-foot camper on the back of it. This was where
my family lived. We also pulled behind a 16-foot
camper for Lloyd and his family!

“So every border we crossed, they had to inspect us.
They’d never seen anything like that, and there were
all kinds of complications. They would put locks and
guards on the truck. Just going through all of the
different countries slowed us down.

“The main reason we were slowed down, though, is
because our travel was during a fuel crisis. And when
we got to Panama, since there was no road from
Central America into South America, we had to put
our rigs and trucks on a boat and ship them around the
coast of South America. But the fuel crisis caused the

“Before we were able to start driving, though, we
had to stay on top of the flat cars on that train for one
week, because they were having a military coup in
Bolivia, so we couldn’t go into the country. After that,
when we finally got into the country, they took all of
our things away and put them in customs for weeks
until we could get our paperwork done. Finally we
were able to drive down to Santa Cruz, Bolivia, where
we were going to live and work.”

Finally, after three months of travel delays, the
Kidds arrived at their home for the next eight years
where the gospel was proclaimed, disciples were made,
and countless stories were shaped.

In 1982, they came back to the United States on
furlough and attended the BMA National Meeting.
There Bro. Jerry Kidd was nominated as the assistant
director of foreign missions. He took the position and
moved back to the States with his family to serve in
that capacity.

“We had never in the BMA had anyone who had
specifically given full attention to the foreign mission-
aries. And so I began to work with them,” said Kidd.
“Through the course of the years, my position changed
to director of international missions, then Bro. Phil
Knott came on as assistant to director of international
missions, and we worked together for several years.
Then he became the director a few years ago, and I
became the Director of Missionary Care.”

Bro. Jerry Kidd described Missionary Care as
“pastoring the missionaries.” He is simply available
for the missionaries for any need they or their family
has, as far as their personal life in concerned. This
includes counseling, helping with reentry when they
retire from the mission field, and even helping them on
furlough. Through Missionary Care, the missionaries
can also attend beneficial conferences where they are
ministered to for a week, and they can also be set up
with a mentor.

“Mainly it’s just communicating,” said Kidd.
As far as why Bro. Jerry Kidd serves in the ministry

that he does? Simply put: “Because I love missionaries.
I love the work, and I feel this is what God wants me
to do!”

Jerry Kidd’s Story
from page 6

ships to come to the Panama Canal and just stop. They
didn’t have enough fuel to go on through, so they were
stopping. It was impossible to get a ship that was going
around the coast. We were there for 33 days.

“The problem was, we had 30-day Visas. We were
scheduled to leave on the 30th day and fly to Ecuador.
The flight was scheduled at 11:30 at night, but it was
delayed, so our Visas expired and they wouldn’t let us
leave. Instead of flying out that night, we had to go into
town and get an extension, which took three days.
Finally, after that, we could leave.

“So we flew to Quito, Ecuador, and took buses from
Ecuador to Peru, where the ship had docked and had
our rigs and truck. Then the rainy season began, and
the roads were not passable up through the Andes
Mountains. We had to put our truck and trailers on a
train to carry them to the top of the mountain that
borders Peru and Bolivia, where there was a lake.
From there, they had an old steamship that we were
able to put our things on and take them to Bolivia,
where we were able to start driving again.

Baptist Medical Missions Making a Difference

Max can now see

Let me introduce you to Max. Max lives in
Impanaquiari, Peru - a small village in the jungle
along the Amazon Basin. In August, Baptist Medical
Missions International (BMMI) had the privilege to go
to his village to do medical clinics. Max was one of our
patients that day.

While examining Max at the clinic, Dr. Izard,
director of BMMI, knew that there was hope for Max
to regain the use
of his eyes, but it
would require sur-
gery.  He also
knew that Max’s
parents would not
have the funds to
pay to travel to
Lima, Peru, much
less pay for the
surgery. Dr. Izard
talked to BMA missionaries, Pastor Paul Tinoco and
Bro. Johnmichael Poulin. They agreed to help coordi-
nate the travel to Lima and set up an appointment for
Max to be seen by an optomologist.

Through the support of individuals and churches,
BMMI was able to provide transportation cost for Max
and his family to visit the doctor. A procedure was done
that day to start the process of correcting his eyes.
Once Max was fitted with glasses, he could see clearly

Baptist Medical Missions International

for the first time. The smile
on Max's face said it all.

We received an email
from Pastor Paul that Max
is doing well and recover-
ing nicely. He shared that
Max was talking all about
his trip to Lima, Peru with
his friends in his school -
all who live deep in the
jungle. What a great ad-
venture for Max and his
family, and what a bless-
ing it is to know that Max’s life was forever changed
because of people like you who give to this ministry.

Please pray for Pastor Paul Tinoco and his team as
he ministers to the Ashaninkan’s. There are many
villages along the river that are only accessed by boat.
Pastor Paul and his team have built relationships
with the chiefs of the villages, and are beginning to
share with them about Christ. Many of the people that
visited clinics in the villages accepted Christ, but
many more did not. This is new to them - they have
many questions.

BMMI was the first group accepted into the villages,
and we were asked to return. Plans are already being
made to take a medical team back to the jungle next
year.

Potluck Article #2

Eat. Give. Bless.
Join us for DiscipleGuide’s World’s Largest Potluck

offering. As an association, we all pool our resources to
help each other –just like everyone
brings something to the table at a
potluck–and nobody walks away hun-
gry.

It’s easy for your church to get
involved. Simply take a collection
at a potluck meal during the holi-
days to help DiscipleGuide invest
in local churches.

Contributions will help us continue to provide free

resources such as our church revitalization services,
help line for pastors, and web-casts to local churches.
These services help so many people develop in to the
BMA’s next disciples, pastors, and missionaries.

Plus, if we reach our goal of $200,000 we will be able
to provide new services such as an intentional interim

program and pastor search ser-
vices to help churches without
pastors. We even have plans to
offer teacher trainings, provide

resources for pastor’s wives, and
special conferences for men and

women.
As you are thanking God for his blessing on

your church this holiday season, be a blessing to other
churches by participating in our Potluck Offering.
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2017 BMA of Mississippi
Annual Meeting Schedule

October 17 - 18, 2017
Theme:  “Ready for Harvest”    Matthew 9:35-38

Monday Evening
6:30 pm WMA Banquet - First Baptist Church, Shady Grove

Guest Speaker Charlotte Johnson

7:00 pm Brotherhood - Southeastern College

Tuesday Morning
8:00 am Registration
9:00 am WMA - First Baptist Church of Shady Grove
10:00 am Town Hall Meeting - BMA National Departments
11:30 am Lunch
 
Tuesday Afternoon
12:45 pm Registration
1:15 pm Music
1:25 pm President’s Message and Theme
2:00 pm Enrollment Cmte Initial Report

Constitutional changes (If any)
Election of Officers
Annual/Bi-Annual Speaker & Sites

2:30 pm Missionary
2:35 pm BMA of Mississippi Foundation
2:45 pm Missionary
2:50 pm Commission on Senior Adults
3:05 pm Missionary
3:10 pm Moral Action
3:30 pm Missionary
3:35 pm Commission on History
3:50 pm Missionary
3:55 pm Children’s Home
4:15 pm Missionary
4:20 pm Baptist Music Fellowship
4:30 pm Missionary
4:35 pm Brotherhood Report
4:40 pm WMA Report
4:45 pm Missionary
4:50 pm Scripture and Prayer

Tuesday Evening
6:30 pm Prelude Music
6:45 Theme Video
7:00 pm Congregational Singing
7:30 pm Annual Message - Bro. Ed Steele

Wednesday Morning
8:30 am Music & Devotion

Vote on Constitutional change (If any)
8:45 am Southeastern Baptist College
9:05 am Youth Department
9:20 am Music
9:25 am Missions & Revolving Loan Fund
10:05 am Publications
10:25 am Salary Cmte Report

Nominating Cmte Report
Clerk’s Report
Appt Enrollment Cmte
Miscellaneous Business
Closing Prayer

 
National department representatives attending will be inserted into schedule

The History and Archive Commis-
sion continues to be a source of record
keeping for our churches and the local
Associations in the State of Mississippi.
While some material from outside the
state of Mississippi is also available, the
primary purpose is to have a history of
what has occurred in the BMA of Mis-
sissippi. We must depend on our
churches and local Associations to be
faithful in providing the information
that needs to be kept for historical
purposes.

Each church can improve her own
records that are currently on file by
continuing to send us bulletins and
programs from any special service such
as a Revivals, Homecoming, Church
Anniversary, Pastor Appreciation, etc.

We appreciate the clerks of our local
Associations who have been faithful to
send yearly copies of their Minutes as
soon as they are printed. I would like to
encourage someone from each church to
check with your clerk to ensure that
your Minutes are being mailed to us. If

this is not currently being done, we
would appreciate the clerk being en-
couraged to do so.

We like to keep copies of books or
pamphlets written by any Pastor or
member of our churches in the History
& Archive Library for others to read.
This includes Bible studies or articles
on current issues and moral problems
that will be helpful to any who use the
Library.

Thanks again to Southeastern Bap-
tist College for providing space in the
Library to store all of our files. The SBC
Librarian (Mrs. Amy Hinton) oversees
the archive of all our material and the
Bookkeeper (Mrs. Sandy Tidwell) keeps
our financial records in addition to their
regular duties at Southeastern.

We would also like to thank the
churches who have been faithful in
supporting the Commission financially.
Any item or offering should be mailed to
History & Archive Commission at
Southeastern Baptist College, 4229
Highway 15N, Laurel, MS 39440.

Mississippi Baptist
Children's Home

Special Emphasis
October - November 2017

Goal - $25,000


