
South Forrest Building

“Up In A Day”
by Editor Don Brownby Editor Don Brownby Editor Don Brownby Editor Don Brownby Editor Don Brown

On Saturday, October 27, my wife and I traveled to the new
mission site for South Forrest Baptist Church, south of
Hattiesburg. We knew the goal for the day was to erect their new
building in just one day. The building was not to be ‘finished’ in
one day, but brought up from the concrete foundation to a
building with walls, rooms and a roof.

When we drove up we were expecting to see a lot of progress
and work. What we saw was well beyond my expectations. Men
were already on the roof nailing up rafters while others on the
ground were putting the sheathing on the sides. The site was a
place of coordinated activity. Each individual was assigned to a
group and their group was taking care of their areas of respon-
sibility. Camper trailers were on site for those who would be

In the background the concrete foundation awaits a building
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Long before the day ended,the progress is notable
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BMA of Mississippi

2012 Session Held
At Southeastern College

Churches and messengers
from across the state met at
Sotheastern College on Octo-
ber 23-24 for the 2012 annual
session of the BMA of
Mississippi.The final enroll-
ment report revealed 82
churches were represented by
messenger with an additional
40 by letter only.
219 messengers
took care of busi-
ness over the two
day meeting.
There were 34 of-
ficial visitors reg-
istered.

Officers for the
2012-13 associa-
tional year are as
follows: President
Ken Riley, pastor
of Lebanon
Church, Laurel;
1st Vice-presi-
dent Gary Smith, pastor of East
Fulton Church, Fulton; 2nd
Vice-president Matt Hudson,
pastor of Hopewell Church,
Fulton; Clerk Danny Pitts,
pastor of First Baptist Shady
Grove, Laurel; Assistant Clerk,
Justin Cameron, pastor of Mid-
way Church, Leakesville; and
Director of Public Information
Don Brown, editor of the Mis-
sissippi Baptist.

The 2013 annual session will
again meet at Southeastern
College. The speaker will be
Bro. Dewitt Bain, pastor of
Shiloh Church, Mt. Olive with
alternate Don Brown, editor.

The 2013 midyear meeting
will meet at East Fulton
Church with Dennis Knight,
pastor of Paramount,
Perkinston the speaker and

Larry Geraldson, director of
state missions, the alternate.

The schedule for the 2012
meeting was changed from
previous years and seemed to
be accepted very well. The
Brotherhood and WMA met on
Tuesday morning. The addi-
tion of a Pastor's & Layman's

Conference on Tuesday morn-
ing was well attended.
LifeWord Director Steve
Crawley was the featured
speaker. Special music was
provided by Geneva Myers, a
member of Big Creek Church,
Soso.

Several visitors were
present and presented the
work of national departments
plus some state ministries
sponsored by local churches.
Representatives of BMA Semi-
nary, DiscipleGuide, LifeWord,
National Missions, and Minis-
ters Resource Services each
spoke about their various
works. Progress was noted in
each report and encourage-
ment for continued support

LeadershipLeadershipLeadershipLeadershipLeadership
ChangesChangesChangesChangesChanges
AddressedAddressedAddressedAddressedAddressed
at at at at at AnnualAnnualAnnualAnnualAnnual
MeetingMeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting

At the recent BMA of Mis-
sissippi Meeting leadership
changes were on the agenda.
Bro. Kenneth Flynt, who has
been serving as Interim Direc-
tor of the Commission on Se-
nior Adults, was elected as di-
rector. He noted plans were
already being made for the
2013 conferences as well as
consideration of other areas of
ministry.

College PresidentCollege PresidentCollege PresidentCollege PresidentCollege President
The Trustees of Southeast-

ern Baptist College had se-
lected Gary O'Neal, pastor of
Greenwood Church, Fulton,
Mississippi, as the new
president.They interviewed
two candidates for this posi-

tion and chose O'Neal.
The bylaws of the college

put the selection of the presi-

Outgoing President Shane Singleton (left) handing
the gavel to newly elected President Ken Riley

Interim President JosephHarris
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Commission on Senior Adults
Kenneth Flynt, Director

4226 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440

spending a number of days
working. The ladies present
were working in tents set up
for the worker’s meals.

Everything was obviously
well planned and well orga-
nized. You can see some of the
progress in the photos in this
issue. I encourage readers to
go to the mission's website and
look at the South Forrest page
or check out the South Forrest
Facebook page.

What a blessing to this grow-
ing mission effort for these in-
dividuals and groups to come
together to raise up this build-
ing. Bro. Sidney Farmer, the
missionary pastor, has more
on this effort with more pic-
tures on this page.

was urged.
The WMA and Brotherhood

each met electing new officers,
choosing new projects and both
groups had guest speakers for
their program. National Mis-
sions Director John David
Smith spoke to the WMA and
Youth Director and Church
Planter Kelby Johnson pre-
sented a challenging message
to the Brotherhood.

Departments & CommissionsDepartments & CommissionsDepartments & CommissionsDepartments & CommissionsDepartments & Commissions
Each Department and Com-

mission of the state work re-
ported on their particular work.
Challenges were noted and
successes were celebrated.
Each presented the results of
the past year and shared their
vision and needs for the year to
come.

Individual director reports
are included in this issue. These
reports reflect each work's pre-
sentation at this year's meet-
ing. You may read the director's
reports in this issue.

Reports not included in this
issue will be provided as soon
as they are available.

Annual Session
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1

Mission
Building
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by Sidney Farmer, Missionary Pastorby Sidney Farmer, Missionary Pastorby Sidney Farmer, Missionary Pastorby Sidney Farmer, Missionary Pastorby Sidney Farmer, Missionary Pastor
South Forrest Baptist MissionSouth Forrest Baptist MissionSouth Forrest Baptist MissionSouth Forrest Baptist MissionSouth Forrest Baptist Mission

God is working and accomplishing wonderful things at South
Forrest! On Saturday the 27th we had 93 people from 19
different churches to raise our building in a single day. We would

like to thank ev-
eryone for the
i n c r e d i b l e
amount of sup-
port toward this
mission effort.
Many people
have been key
in getting us
this far this soon
and we are truly
thankful for all
but I especially
want to thank
Bro. John and
Mrs. Paula
Prickett and
Bro. Tom

McClure for all of their hard work and dedication in preparation
for this monumental task. The Mississippi Classic Builders are
a big part of this effort and are on site to help. We hope to have
this building
finished in a
month or so but
that is tentative
at best. The
flurry of activ-
ity has certainly
stirred up a
great deal of in-
terest in the
c o m m u n i t y .
Several people
from the com-
munity have
stopped by in
the past few
days inquiring about South Forrest. I am also excited over the
amount of excitement in the BMA of Mississippi.

We here at South Forrest stand in awe over what our God is
doing in and through this mission. These are truly exciting times
and I am humbled to be privileged to be a part of this. I want to
mention that we have been told that for every dollar we raise

toward the pay-
ment of this
building that it
will be matched
up to $35,000.
That means
that if we can
raise $35,000 it
will turn into
$70,000. We
could poten-
tially have this
property and
building paid
for by the end of
the year. We
have already re-
ceived pledges
t o t a l i n g

$11,000 which means we have $22,000 to go toward paying for
this project. If any Association, Church, or individual feels led to
give to this cause it will be greatly appreciated. If we can quickly
pay for this project it would free up funds for other mission
projects.

A couple of days later the roof in on and
the doors and windows are in.

Trusses go up early on work day

Workers gather for lunch

dent in the sole hands of the
Trustee board, to be approved
by the association.

Article IV, Section 2, para-Article IV, Section 2, para-Article IV, Section 2, para-Article IV, Section 2, para-Article IV, Section 2, para-
graph Cgraph Cgraph Cgraph Cgraph C of the bylaws of the
college reads as follows: "It shall
be the duty of the Board of
Trustees to elect the president
of the college to be approved by
the association;..."

During the college report the
trustees presented Bro. O'Neal
as their choice. Interim Presi-
dent Joseph Harris, who was
the other candidate inter-
viewed by the trustees, gave
his report as Interim President
and in his report he stated, "On
a personal note, this past July
I completed my 25th year at
Southeastern Baptist College.
In my 26th year, I am now
strongly convinced of God’s call-
ing for me here at SBC. My 25
years of life’s work and minis-
try here has prepared me for
leading this college." (The full
report and statement may be
read on page 3 of this issue)

It was evident that a large
contention of messengers were
present in order to support the
election of Bro. Harris. A num-
ber of individuals addressed the
issue of president. The Trust-
ees shared the process of elect-
ing Bro. O'Neal and that his
choice was by a unanimous vote
of the college trustees. Bro.
O'Neal was given time to ad-
dress the messengers and he
shared his heart and his back-
ground. He shared that he did
have administrative experi-
ence in the education field.
O'Neal has completed
classwork on a Ph.D. from Mid-
America Seminary in Mem-
phis.

The vote on the election of
president was presented as a
separate item. When the votes
were cast the result was 69 for
the approval of Bro. O'Neal and
68 against.When the vote was
announced Bro. O'Neal con-
ferred with the trustees and
then addressed the body. He
stated that under these circum-
stances and due to the close
vote he was withdrawing from
consideration.

Even though some messen-
gers wanted the trustees to
present another candicate, the
trustees announced that they
would work and present a can-
didate at the midyear meeting
in May.

Cooperation bringsCooperation bringsCooperation bringsCooperation bringsCooperation brings
fast resultsfast resultsfast resultsfast resultsfast results LeadershipLeadershipLeadershipLeadershipLeadership

ChangesChangesChangesChangesChanges
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Report
by Kenneth Flynt, director

It is a privilege to greet each
of you through the pages of this
report.  During the past few
months it has been an honor
and pleasure for me and my
wife to visit several churches
and associational meetings in
the interest of senior adults.
Our people have welcomed and
encouraged us in the work. I
have filled the pulpit in several
churches in the absence of the
pastors.

We are living n a time of
exploding change and our se-
nior citizens are caught right
in the middle of change that is
hard to comprehend. They need
encouragement and under-
standing on how to face these
changes. Our senors are, and
have been, faithful servants of
the Lord. Our churches are
blessed by their presence.

2012 has been another good
year for the commission and
2013 promises the same. 581
senior adults were ministered
to in conferences hosted by Big
Creek Church, Soso, and Mt.
Pleasant Church, Fulton. They
will also host the 2013 confer-
ences.

Mrs. Dot Holifield will con-
tinue to serve the Commission
as bookkeeper. She has done a
super job in keeping our
records.

Flags are waving! With full
cooperation of our Mission’s

Director Bro. Larry Geraldson,
a memorial to Bro. Vern D.
Holifield has been erected on
the front lawn of the Mission’s
Complex. This was made pos-
sible by funds designated for
the purpose.

Our goal is to minister to our
senior adults who are hungry
for fellowship with one another.
Ideas are being tossed around
as to how this can be done.
Your ideas would be welcomed.

We would like to thank our
churches, associations, and in-
dividuals who have supported
the Commission during the
past year and encourage you to
help with this ministry during
this associational year.

The trustees of the commis-
sion are a great team to work
with. We will miss those going
off the board: Bro. Frank
Everett and Bro. Eddie
Boutwell.

Thank you and God bless
you for your kindness and your
help in this ministry. Mark your
calendar and look forward to
gathering together in the up-
coming Senior Days in March
and May. These are special days
for our seniors.
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Southeastern
Baptist College

4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Joseph Harris
Interim

President

Southeastern Baptist CollegeSoutheastern Baptist CollegeSoutheastern Baptist CollegeSoutheastern Baptist CollegeSoutheastern Baptist College
Interim President’s ReportInterim President’s ReportInterim President’s ReportInterim President’s ReportInterim President’s Report
to the BMA of Mississippito the BMA of Mississippito the BMA of Mississippito the BMA of Mississippito the BMA of Mississippi
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Since June 2012 many posi-
tive things have happened at
SBC. Our accountant has com-
pleted the audit for the fiscal
year ending in June 2012 re-
porting that the deficit has been
reduced by over half. The pre-
vious year, we ended in the red
at over $49,000, but this past
June our deficit was just over
$19,000, which is a reduction
of about $30,000. Had it not
been for the physical deprecia-
tion of the buildings which had
to be added according to ac-
counting procedures, we would
not have ended in the red. More
good news is that we came in
under budget by about $370.00
this past year. This is a sub-
stantial improvement. Though
much has already given by
churches and individuals, God
is the one who must be given
the most credit. He used His
people to bring this about.

Concerning extra income, in
our Special Emphasis last year,
only 31 churches participated
in this special time of giving
with offerings totaling over
$11,000. This year for Special
Emphasis, I asked for 100
churches to participate with
each church giving at least $200
for a potential total of $20,000.
Even though 100 churches did
not participate, the total num-
ber of those who gave was 53
churches and six individuals.
These churches, combined with
the individuals, gave more than
$17,000 during the Special
Emphasis time, and counting
all early and late offerings. This
is more than a $6,000 increase
over last year’s Special Em-
phasis offerings, plus a total of
21 more churches participated
than last year. Though we were
short of the original goal, it was
still a great success.

After becoming interim
president on June 1, I made a
special appeal to our churches
to give offerings to help reduce
the deficit at the closing of the
fiscal year. That response was
overwhelming because over
$33,000 was given by June 30,

and this was above the regular
monthly income for June. Some
churches and associations gave
generously in
June and then
gave again in
the Special Em-
phasis. Count-
ing the extra in
June and the
extra from the
Special Em-
phasis, this to-
tals over
$40,000 in ex-
tra income for the past five
months. Many have expressed
a renewed interest and confi-
dence in the college and this
has certainly been reflected in
the extra income given already.
Plus, there has been an increase
in monthly support from some
churches and three new
churches have begun to sup-
port Southeastern.

Due mainly to our past fi-
nancial condition of ending in
the red for four years, our ac-
crediting agency, the ABHE
placed the college on warning
status last year, which meant
we had to meet with the com-
mission and provide a progress
report last November 1. Be-
cause the plan of recovery pre-
sented was deemed viable, the
commission kept the status at
the warning level and did not
elevate us to probation. Proba-
tion means a public statement
would be published concerning
the state of the college, which
could then mean those colleges
which accept our credits might
stop taking our students for
transfer. However, this did not
happen. Another progress re-
port is due this November 1,
and if substantial progress is
made, then the warning status
could be removed; but even if
we remain at this level, this is
still better than probation. The
November 1 report will show
substantial improvement and
we believe the college will re-
ceive a favorable review from
the commission. The financial
picture of this institution is
much brighter now. As we con-
tinue to work toward SACS
accreditation, we must end in
the black for three consecutive
years before applying for can-

didate status.
Re-establishing ties and con-

necting with the pastors and
churches is crucial for the fu-
ture of SBC. Since June, I have
visited and preached in 19
churches in a Sunday or
Wednesday service. I have vis-
ited in 12 local associations in
either a regular or annual meet-
ing. This is extremely impor-
tant since I have been able to
present the ministry of the col-
lege and answer questions. I
have also been able to collect
some names of prospective stu-
dents during this time. I am
thankful for the invitations
from all the pastors and
churches visited.

I have had a limited amount
of time since June to make nec-
essary changes to improve in
the area of recruiting. Efforts
in this area have been doubled.
Our enrollment is down this
fall from last year and we have
roughly $20,000 less in tuition
income than last year, which
means this amount must be
made up sometime during the
year. The quickest way to in-
crease income is through en-
rollment so a priority has been
placed on recruiting with new
brochures developed and dis-
tributed at new venues.
Changes in staff  have been
implemented which has re-
sulted in more efficiency and
the changes have also reduced
our expenses significantly.

On a personal note, this past
July I completed my 25th year
at Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege. In my 26th year, I am now
strongly convinced of God’s call-
ing for me here at SBC. My 25

years of life’s work and minis-
try here has prepared me for
leading this college. This is evi-
dent from the progress made in
the last five months of my lead-
ership. I have completed course
work for a Doctor of Ministry
degree and am working on the
dissertation. I should complete
this program and graduate in
December 2013. This has been
an ongoing effort for three years
and I thank my family for their
patience and the time away
from them. My ministry here
at Southeastern is a calling and
burden from God. It is my life’s
work and heartbeat. I love the
students, faculty and staff and
the people of the BMA. You
have made a difference in my

life and I hope I have in yours.
I appreciate our churches and
the pastors who have mentored
me over the years. I ask for
your prayers now because of
the unexpected changes in lead-
ership now underway for the
college.

In a few minutes, you will be
asked to vote on a change in
leadership for Southeastern
reflecting the Board’s desire to
take the college in a new direc-
tion. My prayer is that this
body will use wisdom and dis-
cernment in making this most
important decision as we con-
tinue to hold to the landmarks
that distinguish us as BMA
Baptists.

Long Term SBC Employee Retires

Mrs. Bonnie Brown retires from Southeastern Baptist College after 32 1/2
years of service. She began her career at SBC in July 1980. The college staff
and students honored her with a "roast" in a recent chapel service. Interim
President Joey Harris presented her with a bouquet of 11 red roses and 1
white rose during the recent Annual Meeting.
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Looking Unto Jesus
Heb 12:1-2
“Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed about with so great
a cloud of wit-
nesses, let us
lay aside ev-
ery weight,
and the sin
which doth so
easily beset
us, and let us
run with pa-
tience the
race that is
set before us,
Looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher
of our faith; who for the joy that
was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and
is set down at the right hand of
the throne of God.”

The writer has just finished
emphasizing the faith of a num-
ber of Old Testament saints.
He says, “Look at what they
did!” He implies, “We can also
do great service by faith.” He
instructs, “Lay aside every
weight”. He encourages, “Lay
aside sin which will weigh you
down.” He says, “Run, go and
do” Do it patiently or deliber-
ately.

We do this one way - Looking
Unto Jesus. Jesus did it for joy.
Our work and obedience should
be done with joy in our hearts
to be working in the Lord’s vine-
yard.

It is a joy to do God’s work.
There is no work on earth that
can produce personal satisfac-
tion like that of working for our
creator and savior.

A child longs to hear the
words of approval from their
parents. Much of society’s prob-

lems today could be solved in
the home by loving, encourag-
ing parents who support their
children. God is always encour-
aging His children. Hebrews
12:1-2 is a word from God en-
couraging His children to go
forward and run the race of life
with joy, faith and understand-
ing. God bless those who obey!

I am confident that as a
people we are looking unto
Jesus and running with faith.
May we run harder, faster and
with the utmost urgency!

It is a joy to give to you my
35th annual report for your
publications department.

SubscriptionsSubscriptionsSubscriptionsSubscriptionsSubscriptions
This past year our subscrip-

tion base has held steady. It is
not where it should be, but we
have maintained a consistent
level of subscribers. We cur-
rently have 138 churches on
the Family Plan. We desire to
add each church to this plan
and encourage all BMA
churches to provide this ser-
vice to their members. Sub-
scriptions are the lifeline of any
publication.

Our paper helps to connect
the local church and her mem-
bers to the activities and min-
istries of the BMA of Missis-
sippi. A physical newspaper in
their hand provides informa-
tion and encouragement con-
cerning the continuing work of
their church and this associa-
tion.

Electronic communication is
not only the ‘wave of the fu-
ture’, it is the reality of today.
We have offered the paper by
email for some time. Any pas-
tor whose church is on the Fam-
ily Plan can receive the E-copy
of each issue by supplying us
with their personal or church
email address.

GrowthGrowthGrowthGrowthGrowth
Growth is the desire of every

pastor’s heart. Our missions
efforts are growing rapidly and

we are instituting a new policy
for state mission projects. We
will provide copies of the Mis-
sissippi Baptist to new mission
points for one year. This will
introduce  new members to the
work of the BMA and encour-
age them in their new relation-
ship.

Any established BMA church
that is not currently on the
Family Plan can join and re-
ceive two months of the paper
for free. This will allow the
members to become familiar
with the paper. We encourage
all churches to give this a try.

FinancesFinancesFinancesFinancesFinances
We have operated as a part-

time ministry for the past five
years. We have operated in the
black this past year and con-
tinue to keep our expenses at
the bare minimum. Your gifts,
monthly support and help dur-
ing our annual Special Empha-
sis Drive each January contin-
ues to make this possible. We
thank you for your support.

ContentContentContentContentContent
We seek and appreciate ev-

ery item sent to us for publica-
tion. God has provided us with
some great individual writers
who regularly submit articles.
Chuck Lee, Barbara White,
Travis Plumlee, Tony Cleaver,
Grover Laird and others help
to make this publication bet-
ter.

Individual church reports,
auxiliaries and other groups
are encouraged to contribute.
We love photographs! Digital
cameras make submitting pic-
tures very easy and convenient.
We encourage you to send of
photos of your activities and
projects.

Director of InformationDirector of InformationDirector of InformationDirector of InformationDirector of Information
BBBBBMA Website

Holding the position of Di-
rector of Information for the
BMA of Mississippi has
prompted us to go in a new

direction. Everyone seems to
have a website and now the
BMA of Mississippi has an offi-
cial website that connects all of
our departments, commissions,
auxiliaries and officers. This is
a comprehensive site that pro-
vides pages for those who do
not currently have their own
website and connects to each
department, commission and
group sites already established.
Other information is also avail-
able. The current Mississippi
State Minute book is on-line,
the doctrinal statement is
posted and you may even down-
load the annual church letter
from this site. Suggestions con-
cerning other on-line service or
information is requested. We
urge you to log on to
bmaofmississippi.com and take
a look.

Other links are provided for
our national work. There is also
an Associational calendar
posted. We will need help in
keeping the calendar up to date.
Readers have the option of sub-
mitting events and dates to be
posted on the calendar. We

encourage your input in this
effort.

Personal NotePersonal NotePersonal NotePersonal NotePersonal Note
I have resigned as pastor of

Big Creek Baptist Church,
Soso, Mississippi, after nearly
6 years of total ministry - over
five of those as full time pastor.
This was done due to some
health issues and on the advice
of my physician. I have some
heart issues and feel that this
move was necessary. We are
slowing down, but not retiring.
We thank you for all your com-
ments and prayers over this
issue.

In TouchIn TouchIn TouchIn TouchIn Touch
We often say to folks “keep

in touch”. You need to “keep in
touch” with the work of our
churches and departments. The
paper is a great way to do this.
Your church deserved to know
all they can about their church’s
involvement in the work that
is ongoing. The same holds true
for all of us. We need to keep in
touch.

Special BMA Report Issue
Each year after our annual Association meeting we publish the reports from each of our reporting

departments and commissions.
This is that issue. Below you will find the editor's report. Other annual reports are printed as they

are available.
We gave a synopsis of this year's annual meeting beginning on page one along with various

photographs to give each reader an overall look at the business of the 2012 session. Details regarding
the work of each department and commission will be better gleaned by their individual reports.



 5November 1, 2012 •  Mississippi Baptist

David Busby
David Busby is available for pastoral

service.  Originally from Laurel, Missis-
sippi, he now resides in Texas. You may
contact David at 409-351-1687 or email
brodbuzb1@netzero.net.

Brandon Kirk
Brandon Kirk is available for ministry

as the Lord leads. He and his wife
Amanda are members of Magnolia Bap-
tist Church in Hattiesburg. He may be
reached at 601-520-1055.

Kenny Mitchell
Kenny Mitchell is available for service

as the Lord may lead. Bro, Kenny has
served four churches in Mississippi and
Louisiana. He is presently enrolled in the
Slidell Baptist Theological Seminary and
will complete an associates degree in
June of 2013. Bro. Kenny surrendered to
the ministry in June of 1993. He and wife
Robin have been married for 37 years
and have 2 children and 7 grandchil-
dren. Bro. Kenny may be reached at
601-798-7273 or 601-569-1896.

Moral Action
Baptist Missionary Association of America

Dr. John M. Adams,Director
P.O. Box 305, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863

Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com John Adams

Moral Action of MississippiMoral Action of MississippiMoral Action of MississippiMoral Action of MississippiMoral Action of Mississippi
Dr. John M. AdamsDr. John M. AdamsDr. John M. AdamsDr. John M. AdamsDr. John M. Adams

DirectorDirectorDirectorDirectorDirector
www.moralactionofms.netwww.moralactionofms.netwww.moralactionofms.netwww.moralactionofms.netwww.moralactionofms.net

2012 Annual Report2012 Annual Report2012 Annual Report2012 Annual Report2012 Annual Report
Born again Baptists believe that

our nation, state, Christian faith, Godly
morals,  church and our families are
worth defending.  We association of
Churches tremble at the hand of God
and know of His commandments.

Isaiah 13:9, “Behold the day of the
Lord cometh, cruel both with wrath
and fierce anger, to lay the land deso-
late; and He shall destroy the sinners
thereof out of it.”  Verse 11, “and I will
punish the world for their evil….”

We know these prophetic words to
be true and that they will be fulfilled.
We know that our Moral Action Minis-
tries and the great association of
churches must stand for and sound
out the truth.  The battle is ours and
we take up this challenge until the
end.

So, are our state and nation worth
the effort?  Are our children and grand-
children worth it?  We are battling the
detrimental elements in our society.
Yes, and a thousand times, YES!  The
moral values of our state and nation
are worth every conscious effort that
we put forth.  For decades, the Moral
Action of MS has continued in the
great fight for morality and the cause
of Christ.  This is our true mission and
I am honored to report this news to
you.

Your Director and wife, staff, and
Moral Action Trustees thank each
church and her congregations for your

continued prayers, wishes, cards, com-
munications and financial gifts.  You
keep this ministry going from day to
day.  We stand with our Associational
churches in recognizing “HIS SU-
PREMACY.”

As your Director, I continue to make
our BMA voice known in Jackson at
the Mississippi State Capitol.  Five
times this year I have been your spiri-
tual lobbyist before our State Senators

and State Representa-
tives.  I have led in
prayer before the State
House of Representa-
tives and met with our
Governor Phil Bryant
twice.  It has been an
honor to meet with Sec-
retary of State Delbert
Hoseman.

Our topics of discus-
sion have been varied
at times but include the
following:
1) The need for voter
ID in Mississippi
2) The need to close
any operating abortion
clinic in Mississippi
3) Our opposition to
the recognition and le-
galization of gay and
lesbian marriages in
Mississippi
4) Opposition to the
establishment/opera-
tion of gambling casi-
nos in our states

5) Our concern of the increasing anti-
Christian movement in our state and
national government, and
6) Our support of the need for all stu-
dents to stay in school and reduce the
drop-out rate in Mississippi

Moral Action USA recognized Gov-
ernor Phil Bryant of MS for our 2012
Moralist Award at the National BMA
of America meeting in Jackson, MS in
April, 2012.  Moral Action of MS pre-
sented Rev Grover Laird our 2011-
2012 Moralist Award at our State
Meeting in Mantachie, Mississippi.

The 2012-2013 Moralist Award will
be presented to Rev. Ray Thornton for
his untiring efforts in the field of mo-
rality.   This is a well -deserved honor
for a great leader among MS. Baptist.

Moral Action continues to share rec-
ommendations of books, literature,
internet websites and monthly articles
in the MS Baptist Paper.    Our trust-
ees continue to support these efforts
and share     reports in our local
association reports.

Mrs. Adams and I have been invited
to attend the 2013 National Prayer
Breakfast at the Washington Hilton in
Washington D.C. by United States

Senator Roger Wicker.  This will be
our fourth time to attend this great
convocation of Christian leaders and
to pray for our nation with our Presi-
dent and First Lady.  We must con-
tinue to pray about the November,
2012 Presidential election.  We must
continue to pray for God to send His
forgiveness and blessings on MS. and
America.

Things to pray for:Things to pray for:Things to pray for:Things to pray for:Things to pray for:
1 Pray for Moral Action and myself as
Director
2 Pray for our trustee board
3 Pray for Moral Action USA
4 Pray about the National 2012 elec-
tions
5 Pray for Godly leaders and leader-
ship
6 Pray for the President, Congress,
and the Courts
7 Pray for our Churches and Pastors
to be morally and politically involved.

God bless each of you!
Dr. John M. Adams

The 2012-2013 Moralist Award was presented to Rev. Ray
Thornton for his untiring efforts in the field of morality. Dr.
Adams had to leave early due to a death in the member-
ship of his church and the presentation was made by
Shane Singleton of the Moral Action Committee. Pictured
with Bro. Thornton is his son Sherril. AVAILABLE

FOR SERVICE

BMA Seminary professors make
presentation to professional group

Drs. Attebery & Johnson

Baptist Missionary Association
Theological Seminary personnel Drs.
Ronnie Johnson and Philip Attebery,
were selected to make a professional
presentation at the 2012 Conference
of the North American Professors of
Christian Education (NAPCE), Octo-
ber 18, 2012. The conference theme
was “Don’t Drop the Baton: Nurturing
Faith in the Next Generation.” NAPCE
is a major professional organization
for professors of Christian education
in colleges and seminaries, and for
leaders in related Christian education
organizations. There were about 200
professors of Christian education in
attendance from several countries.

Johnson and Attebery’s presenta-
tion, “Passing the Baton by Teaching
the Next Generation Baton Passing
Skills,” shared the seminary's process
used to incorporate DiscipleWay into
the curriculum for ministerial degrees.
Creating an interdisciplinary effort
that fosters relationships between pro-
fessors and students in a way that
cultivates students’ ability to promote
spiritual formation in others (passing
the baton from professor to student
who is then equipped to pass it the
next generation that follows) was the
focus of this presentation. “Nurturing
Faith in the Next Generation” is a
direction the faculty and administra-
tion of the BMA Theological Seminary
has been moving toward for the past

decade. Changes in the core curricu-
lum requirements for ministerial lead-
ership degrees equip students with an
intentional, repeatable, and profi-
ciency-oriented method of fostering
spiritual growth in others.

Baptist Missionary Association Theo-
logical Seminary,
Post Office Box 670, Jacksonville,
Texas 75766
(903) 586-2501 (800) 259-5673
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National WMA Call for Missions!
Camp Christa, Colorado

The National WMA’s project for 2013/2013 is Camp Christa in
Colorado.  Bro. Jason Walters started serving with the Ute
Mountain Indians 18 years ago.  When serving in Newcomb,
Colorado, they saw the need for a good Christian camp that
would serve the in the area in the 4-Corners. After purchasing 40
acres, they started building and are still building.  They have
seen souls saved, lives changed and commitments for baptism at
camp.  What started inexpensive has turned into a ministry
where they do not charge their Indian people.  They work off
donations to operate Camp Christa, but they are trusting the
Lord to provide for the building of the camp. They need electric-
ity, bathrooms, cabins, activity center and a playground.

The need on the Reservations is great and is going to take lots
of time, prayer, and finances to make a difference.  These people
have lived in bondage to religion, alcohol, drugs and many other
vices for a long time.  Missionaries have come, but have gone
because it is a hard field. God has given the Walters an open door
through the eighteen years of getting to know the people in the
area.

The mission actually started through the Trinity Baptist
Church in Abita Spring, Louisiana. They are active in the New
Mexico Baptist Missionary Association.

I am praying that our Ladies of the WMA will see the need to
send funds to our National WMA Project for this opportunity to
share our love for other by supporting this ministry.

Ruby Poteet, Ann Raines, Valarie Fish
Promotion Committee
Bro. Walters e-mail:  missionaryjason72gmail.com

The Northeast Mississippi
District WMA met August 14,
2012, at East Amory Baptist
Church. Pastor Roger Akers
welcomed the WMA ladies to
the 6:00 meal. Bro. Matt
Hudson led the opening prayer
and blessing on the food. The
East Amory ladies prepared a
delicious meal of chicken salad
with fruit on strawberry
shortcake for dessert. You did
a wonderful job and we en-
joyed it, especially being ser-

Northeast WMA Officers and ReportNortheast WMA Officers and ReportNortheast WMA Officers and ReportNortheast WMA Officers and ReportNortheast WMA Officers and Report

Pictured above are the new Northeast WMA Officers. This photo was
run in September, but witout the report below.

viced and pampered by some of
the East Amory men, keeping
our glasses full of tea. Thank
you East Amory for your gra-
cious hospitality!

At 7:00 the WMA ladies met
in the sanctuary for the busi-
ness meeting. Anita Akers
showed slides of previous meet-
ings which were very interest-
ing. Thanks Anita. The open-
ing song led by Beverly Bean
was “Jesus Loves Me.” The
opening prayer was led by

President Stacey Smith. The
welcome was given by Dianne
Hall from East Amory. The re-
sponse was given by Beverly
Bean of East Fulton. Minutes
of the previous meeting were
given by Secretary Martha
Duncan. Roll call revealed 9
churches were represented
with 48 members present and
10 visitors for a total of 58.
There was no treasurer’s re-
port due to Mrs. Doris Battarff,
teasurer, being in the hospital.

The WMA elected and in-
stalled officers for the coming
2012-2013 year. They are Presi-
dent Stacy Smith; First Vice-
president Dot Emison; Second
Vice-president Elaine Smith;
Third Vice-president Patti
Harlow; Secretary Martha
Duncan; Assistant Secretary
Jackie Davis; Treasurer Shelia
McDowell; Assistant Treasurer
Martha Duncan; Song Direc-
tor Anita Akers; Assistant Song
Director Beverly Bean; Pianist
Bobbie Bradley; Assistant Pia-
nist Teresa Taylor; Project Pro-
moter Jo Nell Wood; Reporter
Betty Moody; and Historian
Amber Taylor.

East Fulton volunteered to
host the District Ladies Retreat

in May of 2013.
The project for next quarter

will be chairs for the Caledonia
Mission with Bro. Bob Burk,
missionary. The next district
meeting will be at East Fulton
on November 13, 2012. Presi-
dent Stacy Smith reminded us
that the State Ladies Retreat
will be at Camp Garaway.

East Amory was in charge of
the program as host church.
Anita Akers and Dianne Hall
sang “If You Carry the Weight
of the World on your Shoul-
ders.” Anita presented a fasci-
nating program using the well
known silly bands. She changed
the silly bands into holy bands.
The shapes were the following:

1.The first holy band was
shaped like an open Bible
painted yellow representing
light. His Word is a lamp unto
my feet. The Bible is God’s Word
to us.

2.The second holy band was
in the shape of the cross,
painted purple for royalty. It
was the King of kings hanging
there.

3.The third holy band was
shaped like a heart, painted
red representing a heart cov-
ered with Jesus’ blood.

4.The fourth holy band was
shaped like a foot which repre-
sents doing as in the poem
“Footprints in the Sand.” She
encouraged the WMA ladies to
walk on for the Lord, follow His
steps and know that at those
hardest moments, He’s carry-
ing us.

5.The fifth holy band was
shaped like a fish. In order to
be successful being fishers of
men, we must first be Christ-
like ourselves.

If we are living by His word,
glorying in His cross, having a
heart like His and following in
His footsteps, we can truly be
fishers of men. Our goal is to
see lost people saved. Great job
Anita. A pack of silly bands
was given to each new officer to
remind us of who we are.

Bro. David Lawrence from
Shiloh Baptist Church led the
prayer for the new officers. The
closing prayer was led by Bro.
Danny Oswalt. Thank you East
Amory for making us feel so
welcome at your church. May
God bless you and your minis-
try.

Betty Moody,
Reporter

Youth Department ReportYouth Department ReportYouth Department ReportYouth Department ReportYouth Department Report
2012 Annual Meeting2012 Annual Meeting2012 Annual Meeting2012 Annual Meeting2012 Annual Meeting

I am very thankful to the
association for entrusting me
with this ministry. I know that
churches, trustees, and direc-
tors have come before me and
done many excellent things for
the Kingdom of God. I am some-
one who was affected by this
ministry in the past and  hope
to impact young lives in the
years to come.

In the past 8 months, I was
blessed to speak at several
churches and share with sev-
eral associations across the
state. I heard from some other
associational camps and also
helped with our state junior
and senior camps. The camps
were at Campground Baptist
who did a great job. There were
several professions of faith and
many lives challenged all across
the state.

I have said this before but
want to make it known here.
The best way for me to minis-

ter to the young people of the
BMA of Mississippi is to help
encourage and train those lead-
ers who are in the daily work of
the local churches.

For this reason, I want to
announce today that early in
2013 we will offer two 1-day
youth leader workshops. We
will have one in the North and
one in the South on consecu-
tive Saturdays most likely in
March. We are calling it
"Sharpen" based on Proverbs
27:17, "Iron sharpeneth iron;
so a man sharpeneth the coun-
tenance of his friend." This will
be a free event where each
church can send anyone you
have who works with youth or

children. We pray this time will
be encouraging and helpful to
these leaders. We hope to make
this applicable to youth pas-
tors, children's ministers, and
lay leaders. We will continue to
promote "Sharpen" for the next
few months.

While I am making a plug, I
want to invite everyone to an
event at Berean Baptist Church
in Soso. On November 9-10,
they will host B.R.A.G. This is
a youth event that you will want
to send some young people to.
Check our BMA of Mississippi
Youth Facebook page, contact
me, or Bro. Bryson Haden for
more details.

 And if I can ever help publi-
cize and event you are doing,
please let me know how I can
help.

Again, I am thankful for the
opportunity to lead this minis-
try and I pray most of all the
Christ would be preached,
taught, shared, known, and
glorified in all things.

Thank You,
Kelby Johnson
State Youth Director
BMA of Mississippi Youth De-
partment
Church Planter/Pastor
Grace Church, New Albany

Youth Director Kelby Johnson
reporting to the Messenger Body.
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CHILDREN'S HOME
118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-3928

SIDNEY DAVIS
DIRECTOR

Children’s Home DirectorChildren’s Home DirectorChildren’s Home DirectorChildren’s Home DirectorChildren’s Home Director
Annual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual Report

Looking Unto Jesus
This year’s theme of the BMA

of Mississippi’s 2012 annual
session is “Looking Unto
Jesus.”  Hebrews 12:2 states,
“Looking unto Jesus the au-
thor and finisher of our faith:
who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the
throne of God.” May we give
thanks to God that through His
Word we have example after
example of the saints of old
who looked to Jesus in times of
need.  They were faithful dur-
ing the difficult times and ear-
nestly desired the blessings of
the Lord on their efforts.  They
saw some of these blessings at
a distance, yet we are able to
enjoy them today through
Jesus Christ.  May we continue
to follow their example in trust-
ing God and obeying His will.

Financial ReportFinancial ReportFinancial ReportFinancial ReportFinancial Report
As you are well aware our

nation is going through an eco-
nomic downturn at the present
time and ministries like ours
are feeling its effect.  Contribu-
tions have been down over the
past couple of years and we
have recognized this trend and

have taken measures in cut-
ting back on expenses.

Total receipts for this year
was $206,495. $125,019.93 was
given by the churches of the
BMA of Mississippi; $14,531.17
was given by
the churches of
the BMA of Ala-
b a m a ;
$5,388.62 was
given by the
churches of the
BMA of Louisi-
ana; $22,250.34
was given by
the churches of
the Mt. Pisgah
Missionary Baptist Association
and all other outside giving was
$39,304.94 (BMA of OK, MI,
IL, FL, AR, TN, and individu-
als, churches, etc.).

Last year’s expenditures
were $57,227 more than re-
ceipts.  We had enough funds
in the regular operating ac-
count to offset the deficit that
occurred.

Children Are An Heritage ofChildren Are An Heritage ofChildren Are An Heritage ofChildren Are An Heritage ofChildren Are An Heritage of
the Lord, Psalm 127:3the Lord, Psalm 127:3the Lord, Psalm 127:3the Lord, Psalm 127:3the Lord, Psalm 127:3

We are grateful for the boys
and girls that the Lord has
placed under our care.  These
are young people who now re-
side in a home where they are
able to hear in a clear and pre-
cise way that Jesus loves them.

The Home enables these young
people who come from unstable
homes a life of stability, struc-
ture, and a Christian atmo-
sphere that they so desperately
need.

Because of the influence of
the Home each of the children
continue to do well in their aca-
demics in school.  At the end of
last year’s academic year a
number of the students made
the Principal’s List (all A’s) and
the rest of the students made
the Honor Roll (B’s or better).

We are thankful for the spiri-
tual blessings on the lives of
each of the boys and girls.  Each
one has made a public profes-
sion of their faith in Jesus
Christ.  They continue to be
actively involved in all the
church activities at our home
church as well as growing in
their own personal relationship
with the Lord.

Special EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial Emphasis
As you are well aware Octo-

ber and November are Special
Emphasis months for the Mis-
sissippi Baptist Children’s
Home each year. As I have al-
ready noted our nation is going
through economic hard times
at the present.  We fell far short
of our $25,000 goal last year.
We received $6,152.32 during
last year’s emphasis.  This is
why your help during this Spe-
cial Emphasis is important this
year.  Our goal this year is
$25,000 again and there are
some specific needs that these

funds will be used for to help
offset the deficit in the regular
operating account.  These funds
will be used for: 1. Replacing
the A/C unit in the boys sec-
tion. 2. Replace the lawn mower
that stopped mowing during
the summer. 3. Replace the
2001 van with a newer model.

With your help and coopera-
tion this goal can be met.
Thanking you in advance for
giving to this year’s Special
Emphasis.

Thank You To WorkersThank You To WorkersThank You To WorkersThank You To WorkersThank You To Workers
I would like to express my

appreciation to the very capable
staff serving you at the Home.

Our thanks goes to Mrs.
Betty Turnbow for her duties
not only as Office Manager of
the Home, but also on all the
other duties that she is called
on to do.

My thanks goes to Mr. David
Davis for the duties that he has
in the upkeep of the buildings
and grounds of the Home along
with the other things that he is
asked to help with.

A special thanks goes to my
dear wife Pat who is not only
the director’s wife but also
serves as a house parent where
she is the mom to these won-
derful boys and girls.

Appreciation To TrusteesAppreciation To TrusteesAppreciation To TrusteesAppreciation To TrusteesAppreciation To Trustees
I would like to express my

appreciation to the Board of
Trustees for their faithfulness
to this ministry and their will-
ingness to serve as a trustee.

reserve funds at July 31, 2012
stand at $1,928,811.00.  These
reserve funds consist of a port-
folio with Hancock Bank In-
vestment Department valued
at $1,155,144.00, Hancock
Bank CDs valued at
$668,719.00 and Jones County
Bank CDs valued at
$104,948.00.  These reserve
funds represent 15.82% of in-
vestor accounts.  Our cash po-
sition together with our reserve
position total $4,426,291.00
which equals 36.30% of our in-
vestor accounts.  All of these
figures represent a strong RLF
financial position for which we
give God all the glory and
praise.

Bro. Larry Geraldson has
done an outstanding job dur-
ing his first year as Director of
our Missions and RLF Depart-
ment, and I am personally
thankful for his able leader-
ship, and along with him give
God all the glory and praise for
what has been accomplished
this past year.

I appreciate our RLF Trust-
ees.  They are very helpful and
are faithful in their responsi-
bilities.  In particular, I want to
thank Bro. Frank Panzrino and
Bro. Billy Huffmaster as they
go off the RLF Trustee Board.
They have been faithful and
will be missed.

I continue to appreciate the
able service of Sis. Lori Garrett
as our RLF Accountant, and
she is also now our office man-
ager.  I also appreciate Sis.
Kimberly Parker, our Missions
Secretary and Accountant.  We
all work together as needed for
the good of the department.

I thank the churches that
send contributions for the gen-
eral expense of the RLF, and I
ask for other churches to con-
sider adding the RLF to your
monthly budgets.

God bless you, and we ask
that you continue to pray for
us.

Revolving LoanRevolving LoanRevolving LoanRevolving LoanRevolving Loan
Fund ReportFund ReportFund ReportFund ReportFund Report

from page 8from page 8from page 8from page 8from page 8

Remember in PrayerRemember in PrayerRemember in PrayerRemember in PrayerRemember in Prayer
We need your prayers on a

daily basis.  “Looking Unto
Jesus” in the day in which we
live is our source of strength,
help and confidence.

Helping Young People Grow,
Luke 2:52

Sidney D. Davis
Director

Oak Grove Association ReportOak Grove Association ReportOak Grove Association ReportOak Grove Association ReportOak Grove Association Report
The Oak Grove Missionary

Baptist Association will meet with
Mount Gilead Baptist Church
near Columbia on Thursday
night, November 15, at 7:00. All
our churches are encouraged to
be represented for a time of wor-
ship and fellowship as we take
care of the Lord’s business to-
gether.

Ed Steele, Reporter

Harmony AssociationHarmony AssociationHarmony AssociationHarmony AssociationHarmony Association
The 2012 annual Harmony

meeting was held on Saturday,
October, 10, at First Baptist
Church in Mantachie. The meet-
ing opened with singing and
prayer, with the devotional given
by Bro Kevin Clayton,  using
Malachi Chapter 3.  The minutes
of previous meeting was read and
approved, and roll call of the
churches showed 8 churches rep-
resented with 34 present and 2
visitors. Treasurer’s report was
read and approved. New officers
elected for the coming year are as
follows: Moderator Mike Smith,

Church &
Association News

Asst. Mod. Bro Kevin Clayton,
Clerk Lisa Lambert, Asst. Clerk
Dorothy Shroad, Treasurer Bro.
Eddie Boutwell, Asst. Treasurer
Ricky Johnson and Promotion
Secretary Tony Marolt.  The As-
sociation voted to give outgoing
Clerk Bro. Mavous Phifer, who
has served faithfully as clerk for
40 years, a love offering of $750.00.

The host church for the 2013
annual meeting will be Forked
Oak, with speaker Bro Larry
Geraldson, Alternate Bro. Don
Thornburn, and second alternate
Bro. Tommy Shroad.

Next month’s meeting will be
held at First Hispanic in Ripley,
with host church providing the
speaker. Mission reports were
given by Bro. Larry Geraldson,
Bro. Bobby Elliott and Bro. Elvis
Garcia. A motion was made and
approved to have the clerk show
the physical address of each
church in the Harmony Associa-
tion in the new Minute Book.

The annual message was given
by Bro. Tim Nall, from Luke Chap-
ter 17.  Following the meeting a
delicious meal was provided by
the host church.
Tim Nall, Moderator

Tony Marolt, Reporter

Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

             My Pew             My Pew             My Pew             My Pew             My Pew
Most of us are creatures of habit. We eat about the

same thing for breakfast, we have favorite restaurants,
we like to sleep on "our" side of the bed in our most
comfortable position, we like to sit in "our" pew in
church.

I read a little ditty the other day that said:  "Some
people are kind, polite, and sweet-spirited, until you try
to sit in their pew."

When I go to visit a church I'm always a little hesitant
to sit down before I ask if it's someone's pew.  I've often
wondered if visitors to my church feel the same way.
Some people act like they think God will count them
absent if they aren't in their pew.

We would profit by reading the book of James on a
regular basis, especially James 2:1-13.
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“God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellow-
ship of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord.” 1 Cor 1:9

God is faithful!  These are words of encouragement in
days of great challenge.  We are people of faith on a journey
of faith and we must never lose confidence in the One who
gave us this faith.  “Cast not away therefore your confi-
dence, which hath great recompence of reward.” Heb 10:35
We must remember that we, “…have in heaven a better
and an enduring substance.” Heb 10:34 and we are,
“…strangers and pilgrams on the earth.” Heb 11:13. There-
fore, we, “…have need of patience, that, after ye have done
the will of God, ye might receive the promise.” Heb 10:36.
Ours is a labor of devotion and obedience to the Lord Jesus
Christ, whose we are, and whom we
serve and who will keep us by His
power.  “Therefore seeing we have
this ministry, as we have re-

ceived mercy, we faint not;” 2 Cor 4:1 “As ye have
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye
in him:”  Col 2:6 “Let us go forth therefore unto him
without the camp, bearing his reproach.” Heb 13:13
“He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious
seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing,
bringing his sheaves with him.” Ps 126:6  “Always
bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our body.” 2 Cor 4:10  Knowing that we
are set for the defence of the gospel and knowing
that the Father has given all things into his
hands,  we run, with patience, the race that is set
before us.  “And this gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all
nations; and then shall the end come.”  Matt 24:14

PrinciplesPrinciplesPrinciplesPrinciplesPrinciples:These principles or non-negotiable; 1. Our Mandate:
The Word of God; 2. Our Message: The Gospel; 3. Our Method: Preaching; 4. Our
Means: The Church

Vision Statement:Vision Statement:Vision Statement:Vision Statement:Vision Statement: In partnership with churches and local associations, we will
seek to plant 7 (or more) churches each year for twenty years through any biblical
means possible.

Together with sponsoring churches, we have added 5 new church planters and
1 new coordinator which gives us 9 men working with 12 church plants.  In
addition, we have two new Hispanic opportunities identified,  two new African
American opportunities identified, and 12 pastors who have signed up to take the
first step in our 5 Year/5 Step Plan to reproduce churches.

Most all of our missionaries received a full week of training, with the gospel as
the concentration, before being sent out to the field. Each missionary received
over 25 books to begin or support their library and study.  Later, they received
certified Evangelism Explosion Training from the BMA Theological Seminary.
Property has been purchased for missionaries; Bob Burch, Sidney Farmer and
Bobby Elliott.  Most of our missionaries received a website and training in how
to use the website to advance the work.  A new website was established for the
Missions Office which is www.bmams.org. A missions and evangelism confer-
ence was held on May 4th and our deep appreciation is extended to Skyway Hills
for doing a fine job hosting the meeting.  Next year’s Missions and Evangelism
conference will be on May 3rd and will be hosted by First Baptist Bay Springs.

We underspent our budget for the past year and ended the year in the black.
Our spending is well with in historic giving of our churches. Below are some
graphs that express the historic giving of our churches over the past over the past
4 years and the monthly income to expenses.

God has equally blessed our Revolving Loan Fund.Revolving Loan Fund.Revolving Loan Fund.Revolving Loan Fund.Revolving Loan Fund.

I want to express my deep appreciation for the opportunity to serve as your
Director and my thanks for your prayers and support.  I love this work and I love
my Lord! Also, I want to express my appreciation to our Missionary Committee
Members and the Revolving Loan Fund Trustees for their hard work over the
past year. Their work is invaluable.

Prayerfully submitted,
Larry Geraldson

Larry Geraldson
Director of Missions

and RLF

2012 Annual Meeting
Revolving Loan Fund

Report
by Dosson L Lee, RLF Managerby Dosson L Lee, RLF Managerby Dosson L Lee, RLF Managerby Dosson L Lee, RLF Managerby Dosson L Lee, RLF Manager

For of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things: to whom be glory
forever,  Amen. (Romans 11:36)

This verse of scripture is true at all
times, and I have remembered this
verse often as I have continually ob-
served how God has abundantly
blessed the BMA of MS Revolving Loan
Fund this year.  The RLF is truly a

strong and growing ministry of the
BMA of MS.

I consider it a privilege to continue
to serve as manager of your RLF.  God
has blessed, and we are able to con-
tinue to offer good rates, with share
rates at 2.67% variable, BMA of MS
churches rates for loans at 4.50% vari-
able and non-BMA of MS church rates
at 5.40%.  These are very competitive
rates, and we greatly appreciate those
who invest in our share accounts as
well as churches and missions that
borrow through our loan program.

Our annual audit by Horne, LLP is
complete, and they made their report

to our RLF Trustees on October 15,
2012.  They found the RLF function
and condition to be satisfactory.  Their
report is available at our information
table.

Some audited financial statistics for
your RLF as of July 31, 2012 are as
follows: Gross Assets are $
15,313,150.00, an increase of
$1,128,543.00 over 2011.  Net Unre-
stricted Assets are $2,972,140.00, an
increase of $167,340.00 over 2011.
Investor accounts stand at
$12,192,167.00, and increase of
$1,084,991.00 over 2011.  Loan receiv-
ables net of allowance for loss stand at

$10,295,138.00, an increase of
$117,939.00 over 2011.  Also during
this year, we issued 18 new loans to-
taling $1,889,377.00.  Another thing
that is very encouraging is that our
available for use cash at September
30, 2012 is $2,497,480.00, an increase
of $1,636,528.00 over September 30,
2011.  This represents 16.31% of our
Gross assets and 20.48% of our inves-
tor accounts, and both of these per-
centages represent a very strong cash
position.  We anticipate that our cash
position will continue to increase.  Our
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