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Reaching out to the Sioux in South Dakota
by Rick Russell and Holly Meriweather

Rick Russell and Lifeword speakers
Merritt Youngdeer and Eddie Swimmer
had always wanted to visit Indian reser-
vation radio stations to encourage more of
them to air Spiritword. Beginning on
October 25, Rick and Merritt and Lulie
Youngdeer (Merritt’s wife) were finally
able to make a week-long tour of some of
the stations that serve the various Sioux
Reservations.

Armed with a map, Spiritword CDs,
and a list of radio stations and managers
in South Dakota, they began the ambi-
tious journey to get more broadcasts on
the air. Their first stop was the Yankton
Sioux Reservation station at Lake Andes.
The station manager there was not easily
convinced and, after listening to the CD
and appreciating the humor and quality
of Spiritword programs, commented that
the name “Jesus” was offensive to her and
to her listeners.  However, since most of
the programs refer to “God” instead of
Jesus, at least they had an open door.
(Merritt will be raising money for those
spots, and money sent to Lifeword can be
designated to Spiritword.)

Their next stop “was truly a God ap-
pointment, which was what Merritt and

Lulie and I prayed for before we started,”
said Rick Russell. Although they had
encountered some hostility from the Lake
Andes station manager, the first of many

Merrit Youngdeer, John Two Bulls, and Rick Russell
listen to Spiritword CDs on the Pine Ridge Sioux reservation.

divine appointments began with her sug-
gestion that they should visit a Christian
radio station in Wagner, just down the
road.  A great conversation with the sta-

tion engineer suggested the possibility
that his employer would likely be inter-
ested in using Spiritword across its net-
work of stations that can be heard by
many Native Americans in South Da-

kota. At his suggestion,
the Lifeword team con-
tacted John Two Bulls, an
effective evangelist among
the gangs on the Pine
Ridge Sioux Reservation.
Pastor Two Bulls’ passion
to use radio to glorify God
matches Lifeword’s and he
is very excited to have
Spiritword as a tool to use
in spreading the gospel
there.
During a visit to the tribal

station at the Rosebud
Sioux Reservation, Merritt
and Rick were pressed into

service as guest announcers and Mary
Fast Horse interviewed the “celebrities.”
(Rosebud is a longtime Spiritword affili-
ate, so Merritt and Eddie are well known

to the audience.) The next divine appoint-
ment was with the missionary/pastor of
Eagle Butte’s First Baptist Church. Over
lunch at the local Dairy Queen, God knit

their hearts together and the Lifeword
team found yet another group of believers
that wants to use Spiritword to share the
gospel by radio.

The tour ended with a visit with Jerome
Renville, pastor of Eagle’s Wing Baptist
Church on the Sioux Sisseton Wapeton
Reservation. Jerome’s church sponsored
Spiritword’s very first radio station and
now he wants to lead the church to begin a
new Community Radio station.

As for the next phase, Rick says, “Now
that those relationships are established,
we will be able to push them forward. An
added bonus to our trip was that since
Merritt heard me talk about Community
Radio several times during our five days in
South Dakota, he will be able to share the
idea of Community Radio to other reserva-
tion churches across the country. It is
critical to tie the broadcasts to local churches
so they can provide follow-up to Spiritword
broadcasts. There are so many positive
things going on in Native American
churches right now and the BMA’s involve-
ment is helping to change lives.”

Merritt Youngdeer and Rick Russell are guest announcers at a station of the Rosebud reservation.

Children's Home
Special Emphasis

The Needs Are Great
Your Help Is Needed

Give to the Annual
Special Emphasis Drive

For Your

Mississippi Baptist
Children's Home

Pages 5,7,& 8



2 November 15, 2015  •  Mississippi Baptist

Baptist Missionary Association
of Mississippi

Department of Missions and Revolving Loan Fund
State Missionaries and Wives

601.428.8616 www.bmams.org

Larry Geraldson
Director

Anders & Carla
Lee

Bob & Edie Burch Kenneth & Carole
Pollock

Bobby & Lesa
Elliott

Danny & Brenda
Bartlett

Sidney & Becky
Farmer

Wesley & Holley
Martin

Phillip & Dawn
Burns

Estuardo &
Yasmine Marroquin

Elvis & Wendy
Garcia

Ed & Patricia
DuVall

Reports for October 2015
High

Attendance Membership
Total

Offerings
Mother
Church

Church Planters
Bob Burch
(Caledonia)

71 41 $3,265.00 East Fulton

Bobby Elliott
(Burnsville)

50 45 $2,188.00 Forked Oak

Sidney Farmer
(S. Forrest

County)
55 39 $5,895.00 Paramount

Danny Bartlett
(Clinton)

15 12 $4,574.00 Wilderness

Phillip Burns
(Sumrall)

20 8 $997.00
First Bay
Springs

Wesley Martin
(Diamondhead)

27 25 $3,102.00 Campground

Anders Lee
(Southaven)

144 80 $9,856.00 Charity

Hispanic Missions – South
(Estuardo Marroquin – Coordinator)

(Estuardo Marroquin  is also the Sr. Pastor of El Camino, which serves as the mother church for the
church plants listed below.)

El Camino
(Laurel)

121 121 $6,409.00

Church Planters

Marciano
Montalvo

(Hattiesburg)
26 14 $1,038.00 El Camino

Rodolfo
Galicia
(Biloxi)

8 2 n/a El Camino

Hispanic Missions – North
(Elvis Garcia – Coordinator)

(Elvis Garcia is also the Sr. Pastor of Way, Truth & Life, which serves as the mother church for the
church plants listed below.)

Way, Truth &
Life

(Ripley)
89 86 $4,358.00

Church Planters

Humberto
Navarro
(Tupelo)

26 18 $1,122.00
Way, Truth &

Life

Luis Huchin
(Oxford)

41 5 $1,311.00
Way, Truth &

Life
African American Missions–

(Ed DuVall – Coordinator)
(Ed DuVall is also the Sr. Pastor of Homestretch which serves as the mother church for the church

plants listed below.)

Homestretch
(Cleveland)

56 50 $2,374.00

Church Planters

James Cook
(Olive Branch)

13 13 $1,350.00 Homestretch

Collectively, our missionaries reported 217 new contacts, shared the
gospel 116 times, and witnessed 11 professions of faiths, and 4

baptisms and 9 joined by letter in October.

“In everything give thanks:…” 1 Thess 5:18
As we move into the holiday season, I am compelled by

a deep since of gratitude to our Lord to stop and give thanks.
I am deeply thankful that the Lord has given me this
wonderful opportunity to serve the churches of the BMA of
Mississippi by supporting a tremendous group of mission-
aries.  They are: Bob Burch, Sidney Farmer, Bobby Elliott,
Danny Bartlett, Phillip Burns, Wesley Martin, Anders
Lee, Estuardo Marroquin, Marciano Montalvo, Rodolfo
Galicia, Ed DuVall, James Cook, Elvis Garcia, Byron
Morales, Humberto Navarro, and Luis Huchin. These men
are all working hard to plant churches across Mississippi.
The direct and indirect support to these men is extremely
important and I know I speak for each of them when I
express our thanks to the churches of the BMA of Missis-
sippi.

Here are some of their annual reports from the past year:

Missionary Bob Burch – Annual ReportMissionary Bob Burch – Annual ReportMissionary Bob Burch – Annual ReportMissionary Bob Burch – Annual ReportMissionary Bob Burch – Annual Report
“It has been a very changing year. We have seen God’s

blessings in our church this year. We have grown spiritu-
ally, numerically, and financially. It still is such a blessing
to live and learn and grow with these wonderful people God
has sent us to minister with. Our Sunday School has grown
and we are now in the new beginnings of having our building
expanded to be able to have more Sunday school rooms. We

are still meeting in our hallways to accommodate the
people who are attending. We also are looking forward to
building a fellowship hall and use it in areas of need. We
did finish our pavilion and use it in certain situations for
Bible studies and fellowship.

Our attendance is still running in the mid-sixties. We
have had as many as eighty or more. But on Wednesday
night we are now seeing growth. We were only running
fifteen or so on this night but now we are in the thirties in
attendance and it has been a blessing. Our small group is
still working and reaching others and what a great oppor-
tunity this is in our church.

Our tithes and offerings have come up and we thank God
for this. We were averaging about $2500 a month but that
also has risen. I have always told our church when we grow
spiritually, we will also grow numerically, and then, we
should grow financially. This has happened and we pray it
continues.

My goals for the coming year include: Finding a music
director; Making sure we are all going in the same direction
spiritually; Developing family unity in the church; Getting
everyone on God’s agenda; Building fellowshiphall and
Sunday school rooms.”

Missionary Sidney Farmer – Annual ReportMissionary Sidney Farmer – Annual ReportMissionary Sidney Farmer – Annual ReportMissionary Sidney Farmer – Annual ReportMissionary Sidney Farmer – Annual Report
“We have continued with the course that God has laid

before us here at South Forrest. We have experienced
growth the past year. The discipleship program has grown
to 28 people either having completed the program or
currently in the program. This program is not only benefit-
ing South Forrest but other churches, as well. Currently,
there are 8 different churches which have had or are having
someone being discipled through the efforts of South Forrest
which means that we have become an equipping center for
discipleship for this mission and other churches, as well.

Other growth can be seen in our membership. The past
year we lost four members but God has replaced those and
then some. The members we lost did not attend and finally
joined somewhere else. The ones who have joined are so far
faithful to the work which means that not only did the
membership roll increase but faithfulness and commit-
ment increased, as well.

The construction is very near completion and we are
excited to have this finished so that we can continue to
expand this ministry as God sees fit. Tithes and offerings
are doing well. In fact, for the month of August we saw a
record set for us with $7,803.20 being given. This was
regular tithes and offerings without any special funds.

The future is very bright for this work and our people are
genuinely excited about this ministry and what God is
doing here. With such a long and difficult construction
project this past year it would have been easy for people to
become worn out and frustrated, but they have been resil-
ient and have persevered to see this project through.”

Missionary Danny Bartlett – Annual ReportMissionary Danny Bartlett – Annual ReportMissionary Danny Bartlett – Annual ReportMissionary Danny Bartlett – Annual ReportMissionary Danny Bartlett – Annual Report
“The Lord continues to bless at Grace Baptist Mission

in Clinton.  The core group of members continues to attend
and is excited about how God is working through them at
the mission.

My main focus of ministry continues to be the preaching
and teaching of God’s Word.  This past year has been a good
one for us.  I am so thankful to the Lord for His faithfulness
to us! My Vision:  That we at Grace would make disciples
for the Lord Jesus Christ. My Objective:  That we would
minister in word and in deed to those around us. My Goals:
To enlarge our outreach efforts through evangelism train-

ing and practice; that we would also have connecting events
such as cookouts at the church and meet and greet events
in our city park.  That we would be able to close on the
property on Clinton-Tinnin Road and Quail Hollow Road
by November 30th of this year; and then begin construction
on our first building there in early 2016.

2015 Results:  In January the Lord added two families
to our church. They are very faithful at Grace in their service
to the Lord.  We also continue to have visitors in our
services.  In March two of us attended the Evangelism
Explosion Training at Skyway Hills in Pearl.  That event
was a great experience for me and I am so thankful to the
Lord for allowing me to be there.  In April we relocated to
365 East Northside Drive.  We held our first services there
April 19.  In May & June we had our first ‘dinner on the
ground’ and Father’s Day Cookout.  We are thankful to the
Lord that He allowed us to secure this place for His glory.
In August we had our booth for the Back to the Bricks event
that the Chamber of Commerce sponsors for students
attending Mississippi College.  We had about 100 stu-
dents to visit our table and receive information about our
church.  There were three families in the mission that
helped with this event.  The following Sunday Elizabeth
Craft visited with us and also played the keyboard for both
services that day. We hope that she will become a regular
visitor with us at Grace.

In August we were also able to make an offer on 13.2
acres of land in an excellent location in the city about two
miles west of where we currently meet.  We have completed
the survey and preparing final plans for submission to the
city along with our request for conditional use.  If the city
approves our request, we will close on the property and
making preparation to build our first unit building on the
site.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve as
your missionary to Grace Baptist in Clinton.”

Missionary Bobby Elliott – Annual ReportMissionary Bobby Elliott – Annual ReportMissionary Bobby Elliott – Annual ReportMissionary Bobby Elliott – Annual ReportMissionary Bobby Elliott – Annual Report
“We have been in the new building a little over a year.  We

have had several to come and go, but we continue to have
visitors almost every Sunday.  We also have had several
deaths this summer that has left us saddened but we
rejoice that those were able to hear the word and accept
Christ as their Savior. Without reaching out these may
have walked this life without Christ. Attendance is hold-
ing, though we have had a few low weeks this summer due
to vacations and sickness.

Our youth group continues to grow and they are going
strong.  The group has a prayer circle at school again this
year. We have Youth Day every 3rd Sunday.  We have a
wonderful youth camp each year. This past summer we
sponsored a group of 28 children to attend church camp free
of charge in our annual “Operation No Child Left Behind”.
This was a great success with involvement from the com-
munity and fundraising.  During this time eight children
were saved. Praise the Lord.

We have Men’s Brotherhood and are working on several
things, with the goals of improving our building or finishing
some things that need to be done.   Our ladies group is also
a great asset to our Mission. Whatever is needed they take
care of it. The ladies group is currently working on outreach
programs such as ‘Operation Christmas Child” with gifts
for children in need and plans for visiting the local nursing
homes with gifts and visitation to our elderly.

The fellowship is great.  Everyone is working together to

Reports continued on page 3
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Christian ThanksChristian ThanksChristian ThanksChristian ThanksChristian Thanks
Thanksgiving.. A time to bless the Lord, Psalms 103:1-5.Thanksgiving.. A time to bless the Lord, Psalms 103:1-5.Thanksgiving.. A time to bless the Lord, Psalms 103:1-5.Thanksgiving.. A time to bless the Lord, Psalms 103:1-5.Thanksgiving.. A time to bless the Lord, Psalms 103:1-5.
Psalms 103 is a great heartfelt expression of thanksgiving and praise.  It is

evoked by the Psalmist’s own experience as evidenced by his use of the personal
pronoun and by the grace and majesty of God himself.

In the Psalm we have the reason for Thanksgiving, the recipient of our
Thanksgiving, the remembrance of God and the realm of God’s domain.  So let’s
have a blessed Thanksgiving today and tomorrow, as well as on Thanksgiving
Day in America, bless the Lord and praise the Lord.  Thank the Lord for all His
benefits which He has so richly bestowed on us.

Beyond every gift is himself.  The Lord has poured good and perfect gifts into
our lives; let us be thankful always for His goodness toward us.  “Giving thanks
always for all things.”

I’m thankful for our senior citizens who have and continue to be a stronghold
in our churches.  It is a blessing to minister to them thru the Commission.

I’m thankful for the church that lets me preach to them, thank you Hopewell
Baptist Church, Laurel.

The words thanks and thanksgiving appear 98 times in the Bible.  Related
words such as bless, praise, or glorify, multiply that number into the hundreds.
Over and over again the believer is commanded to be thankful and to give thanks
unto God.

I Thessalonians 5:28 says “In everything give thanks. For this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”

Ephesians 5:20 says “Giving thanks always for all things.”
These commandments, as all of God’s instructions to us, are for our benefit.

Thanksgiving is a tremendous virtue that influences other actions with its
greatest effect on the attitude.  A thankful heart is not only the greatest virtue,
but the parent of all other virtues.  Thanksgiving was so important that Christ
modeled His entire earthly ministry as an example to His disciples.

He gave thanks before feeding the 5,000 – Mark 8:6
He thanked the Heavenly Father for answering His prayers – John 11:41
He gave thanks when he instituted the Lord’s Supper – Luke 22:19
Thoughtful heartfelt thanksgiving as a regular practice influences a right

attitude in at least five areas.
1. A right attitude toward God.
2. A right attitude toward Self.
3. A right attitude toward Others.
4. A right attitude toward Life.
5. A right attitude toward the Future.
I’m thankful for the supporters of this ministry that touches the lives of our

senior members of  our churches.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving!

DiscipleGuide

Attebery

Scott Attebery
Executive Director

scott@discipleguide.org
Facebook:

Facebook.com/
scott.attebery

Twitter: @scottattebery

Missing Details in Crime Dramas
by Scott Atteberyby Scott Atteberyby Scott Atteberyby Scott Atteberyby Scott Attebery

I love to watch crime dramas on
television. However, there are a few
details that always puzzle me.

For instance, when cops interrogate
a suspect, they will often say, “Give us
the address where we can find John Doe
and we’ll pretend like this never hap-
pened.”

I’m always amazed how criminals
can recite the exact addresses of all
their constituents off the top of their
heads.

Similarly, I think it is interesting
that after going through multiple burner
phones, criminals are able to reach all of
their contacts immediately. Do the new
burners come pre-programmed with
their contact’s numbers? If so, how can
they know the numbers for all the new

burner phones their contacts are using
as well?

Like I said, puzzling. I guess the
criminal mind knows no bounds.

In a strange way, many television
shows today provoke us to root for the
criminal. We anxiously watch to see
how they will ingeniously fool law en-
forcement and escape this week’s di-
lemma.

This is not reality. In real life, dis-
honest gain, manipulation, and deceit
lead to heartache, punishment, and
ultimately death.

Proverbs 1:18-19 rightly warns:
“these men lie in wait for their own

blood;
they set an ambush for their own

lives.

Such are the ways of everyone who is
greedy for unjust gain;

it takes away the life of its possess-
ors.”

Here, Solomon explains that all dis-
honest activity serves to set an ambush
for the life of the person who practices
such a lifestyle. The harder this person
works toward unjust gain, the greater
the consequences that await. Ultimately,
Solomon explains, it takes their life.

While this may call to mind vast
criminal enterprises, villainous gang-
sters, and mafia figures; this passage is
just as applicable for the businessman
manipulating numbers to avoid greater
taxes, the young college student buying
copies of tests to cheat their way to a
passing grade, the friend who manipu-
lates to get their own way, or even the
pastors who inflates the attendance
numbers to impress colleagues.

No matter the sin, our dishonest
actions fueled by selfishness and pride
lead to death (Romans 3:23). Only Jesus
can transform the wicked heart to love
truth, desire honest relationships, and
seek the welfare of others above our own

interests.
Christ calls us to cease from our own

plans to reign victorious in life, and
trust His life to find victory through His
reign. Simply put, we must turn away
from our sin and turn to Christ by faith,
trusting Him alone for the forgiveness
of sin. In that moment, even the vilest
offender, will receive Christ’s righteous-
ness and favor with God.

The mystery of Christ’s power to save
is far greater than the plot of any crime
drama. And, although that message
may never make it to your television
screen, it is vitally important that it
makes it into your heart.

achieve goals.  We feel that is important for
Christians to be actively involved in some
form of ministry involvement.  Just as our
homes require the entire household to do
their part to secure a healthy and happy
home, so it is in the house of God.  Each
person is needed and necessary for the body
of Christ at Freedom Baptist Mission.  We
have Evangelism Explosion class each
Monday night.  I have trained our youth
leader and he can now teach the class.  We
are training members and plan to teach all
who will hear.    We have involved our youth
in EE and they are also going out on visita-
tion with us each Tuesday and Thursday
night.   Each person has a job to do with love
and excitement for the Lord.   We are a
“Mission on Mission” Our goals are becom-
ing more real. We hope that one day we can
sponsor our own mission.  One of the goals
is to pay off our building. We owe approxi-
mately $67,000.

Thank you to all the people and churches
that made this possible. Without you, none
of this could be possible. We covet your
prayers and support.  Our future is ahead
of us; no looking back; God is our strength
and refuge and He leads us on. Pray that
lost will be saved and that we will always
be found working for the Kingdom of our
Lord and Savior.

Missionary Phillip BurnsMissionary Phillip BurnsMissionary Phillip BurnsMissionary Phillip BurnsMissionary Phillip Burns
Annual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual Report

“My family and I have been in Sumrall,
Mississippi now for two years, and the Lord
has truly blessed in many ways both our
family and the mission. The Lord who is my
helper and guide has been faithful to help
and teach me all along the way. Thanks
again for allowing me the privilege to serve
as your state missionary to Sumrall, Mis-
sissippi.

The events that we have participated in
through the last year were, a Thanksgiving

fellowship, booth at the Ole Town Christ-
mas Festival, an open house for Christ-
mas, a booth at the Fourth of July Celebra-
tion at the park, an ice cream social at our
house during August. We are planning to
have a booth at the Fall Festival in October
held on the Sumrall High School football
field. I also had the opportunity last year to
participate in the First Priority Bible Club
on Sumrall’s High School and Middle School
campuses. I was there most every week to
hang out in the morning, and I was able to
meet some of the school staff and kids this
way. I have also been out every week meet-
ing people who live in the subdivisions,
apartments, and who work in the busi-
nesses in Sumrall. It has been exciting as
the Lord has brought new people from the
area into our lives and into His church.

I have also had the privilege of baptizing
three this year. Praise the Lord! I have
several who are attending occasionally at
this point that I am talking with about
their salvation, and I am praying that the
Lord will open their hearts to receive the
Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior. We have
averaged twenty for past few months and
for that we are thankful.

The future plans for the upcoming year.
Lord willing, is to continue growing spiritu-
ally, as well as, numerically. We are also
praying for God to open up a few homes to
start small group Bible Studies. I feel this
better help us in establishing better rela-
tions with those who are lost, those who are
not in church, and our faithful church at-
tendees, as well. The Lord is possibly open-
ing up the door for us to go forward with
purchasing some property. We are seeking
God’s guidance and desire to follow His will
in every matter concerning His church.

Thanks for the prayers and support! We
are thankful for God’s continued blessings
upon the Mission in Sumrall. Thanks again
for allowing my family and me to serve as
your State missionaries in Sumrall. May
God Bless!”

Missionary Wesley MartinMissionary Wesley MartinMissionary Wesley MartinMissionary Wesley MartinMissionary Wesley Martin
Annual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual Report

“It has been an eventful year for us in
Diamondhead. The Lord blessed us with a

Missionary
Reports
from page 2

continued on page 6continued on page 6continued on page 6continued on page 6continued on page 6
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Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

Just A ThoughtJust A ThoughtJust A ThoughtJust A ThoughtJust A Thought
Well the month of October “Pastor’s

Appreciation Month has passed. I was
very pleased to hear and know that
many churches honored their pastor
and also their families, but was sad to
know that several churches did noth-
ing!

The least they could have done was
have a meal, give a card, or say “Thank
You.” Some might have different
thoughts if they were a pastor. The
Golden Rule states, “Do unto others as
you would have them do to you.”

God has given our churches some
wonderful pastors. Please pray for them
daily. God is the One to get the glory. A
little love and encouragement goes a
long way.

November is the Thanksgiving
month. Count your blessings.

A Church Member
Nita Lacey

Mantachie, Mississippi
Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note: It’s not too late to honor
your pastor. This can be done at any
time. Go ahead.

AIDS
Having just returned from the National Senior Adult Confer-

ence in Branson, I was surprised and amazed at the number
of people who were there with AIDS.  There were walking aids,

hearing aids, chewing aids, seeing aids, and maybe some other aids of which
I am unaware.  I think I would be safe in saying that at least 95% of the people
came even though there were not functioning at 100% physically.

I said all that to say that a person need not stay home just because they
may not be in as good condition as in days gone by.

While the total number in attendance is shrouded in mystery, I think those
who did not go might be encouraged knowing that many folks came on using
their aids to make it possible.

The Senior Adult Conference is a most enjoyable gathering of God's people.
Seems like a little taste of heaven.  As the song says,  "I love the thrill that
I feel when I get together with God's wonderful people."

Passing On A Legacy To Your Family
by Dr. Travis Plumleeby Dr. Travis Plumleeby Dr. Travis Plumleeby Dr. Travis Plumleeby Dr. Travis Plumlee
Family Ark MinistriesFamily Ark MinistriesFamily Ark MinistriesFamily Ark MinistriesFamily Ark Ministries

Six young men dressed in their uni-
forms carried the flag draped coffin to
its final resting place.  The family fol-
lowed behind in a processional.  The
preacher spoke about all that a solider is
called to do.  He must bear strength and
courage to protect us, and the nation.
The minister also said how wonderful it
is for the Christian soldier who also has
on the spiritual armor of God.  He has a
high calling from His Lord, Jesus
Christ.

The bagpipes played the most beauti-
ful rendition of Amazing Grace.  As he
finished, he turned and walked out of
the cemetery still playing until he was
out of sight and we could no longer hear
the music.  There was the 21 gun
salute.  The folding of the flag was heart
warming as the two soldiers held it
across their chest and up to their heart
and each saluted it.  And taps played
signifying the day is done.  This soldier
who was a devout follower of Christ and
defender of freedom would now be laid to
rest.  He fought the good fight.  His race
is over.  He kept the faith.   And
suddenly I had the truth hit me.  My
beloved daddy had gone home.

As we drove back to his church, I
started thinking of all the things he had
done for me.  My question to all of you is,
“What kind of legacy will you leave for
your children, grandchildren, family

and friends?”   We all eventually die
because of sin.  Christians live forever
in heaven with Jesus.  But physically
we must pass on.  When you have left

this earth what will they remember
about you?  For the most part, your
children and grandchildren will not
remember material things.  There may
be a few special birthday or Christmas
gifts they will remember along the way.
They will remember with fondness an
accumulative time of fishing or camp-
ing trips or something like that.  These
serve as  special memories.  But the
lasting things you leave behind are
what you have given them to live their
life.

It is not money, cars, clothes and
toys.  It is not trips to fun places.  There
is nothing wrong with these, but they

are over just like my dad’s life on earth
is over.  Gone except as a sweet memory.
What is eternal lasts.  What you did
with your life that taught them how to
live their life.  That is the legacy you
leave.  In the end, that is all that really
matters.  Let me give you a few ex-
amples so you can understand better
what I am trying to say.

My dad taught me and my brother
how to be real men.  Men of God and
follower’s of Christ.  He also charged my
son on his 13th birthday to be a man of
honor and to love Christ first, then
family and then duty to country and the
place you live.  I learned how to be a man
of integrity.  I learned what character
was all about.  He didn’t tell us.  He
showed us!  My dad was not perfect.  No
one is.  But he knew how to be a Godly
head of the house.  As a little boy, I
would watch him take care of my mom.
To cherish her.  To hold her up.  Even to
send flowers to her and be romantic.  I
didn’t know that I would ever be a
preacher.  That thought never entered
my mind.  But God did.  He put me in a
home with a good Godly marriage.  When
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Danny Pitts

Computer phobic and computer-illiterate were new words which were
introduced in the 1980’s. These terms identified people who were afraid
of computers or completely lacking in knowledge about them. Today the

majority of people are using a computer in some way. They are able to send and
receive emails from kids with pictures of the grandkids who live in other states.
Unlike snail mail from the Post Office, they can send and receive in seconds.
Most folks can go on the World Wide Web and research any subject in which they
have interest. Because of the nature of the internet, the information available
may come from a world renowned expert or an idiot, but all views of an issue can
be considered.  If you are someone who is lacking basic knowledge needed to begin
using a computer, Southeastern Baptist College has a class for you.

Beginning with the Spring Semester in January, Introduction to Computer
Applications will be taught from 10:30 to 11:45 on Mondays and Tuesdays.
During the course you will be introduced to hardware and systems of a computer.
This will include the simplest aspects of a computer down to how to turn it on.
In addition to information about how to get online, you will learn how to use
Microsoft Office software such as Microsoft Word (Word Processing software to
write letters) and Excel (Spread Sheet software to keep up with your money).

The instructor, Hubert Dyess, has over 25 years of real-world experience in
computer technology. He has over 15 years of classroom experience teaching
computer courses at a career college and at Southeastern. These hours in
training others allow him to understand the needs of the learner. He is also a
graduate of Southeastern Baptist College with a B.S. degree in Church Minis-
tries. On Mondays through Wednesdays of each week, you can call the school at
601-426-6347 for information about registering or to speak directly to Hubert
Dyess.

Do not sell yourself short. You can learn the basics necessary to operate a
computer. Last spring one student in the class was around eighty. Learn in our
computer room and then impress your friends.

An online version of the course will also be taught. Obviously this class is
designed for students who are already familiar with computers. Check with
Hubert Dyess if you question whether your use of the computer is sufficient for
online.

AvailableAvailableAvailableAvailableAvailable
My schedule has been filled most weekends until recently. During one stretch

I preached six weeks in a row. If you would like me to represent the college or
supply at your church, call 601-323-6900. The association voted to allow me to
pastor, but I have wanted to promote the school on Sundays as long as possible.
Through the years I have also given some Biblical Jewish Background presen-
tations on the Feasts (Jesus in the Passover Demonstrations, Purim, Hanuk-
kah, others) and The Christmas Story from Joseph’s Perspective.

I do marriage retreats today, I use
scriptures and demonstrate how to
implement this by what I saw growing
up at home.

I was taught to be a gentleman by my
dad.  Everyone is so quick to put down
manners in this dog eat dog society
today.  But it is a good thing.  This would
usually occur in relationship to giving
up a chair for my grandparents or
holding the door open for my mom.  I
teach in churches about having family
meetings and home worship.  Years
before people all over the country started
writing books about it, my parents had
nightly devotions and family worship.

Family Ark Ministries
Dr. Travis Plumlee is a full-
time professional speaker
and leads Family Ark Minis-
tries. For more information
or to contact him, visit
www.travisplumlee.com.

by my dad in his life that he just cried
out loud all through the service.  What
a legacy he left him and my daughter.
When you are gone – what will be the
legacy you have left your family?

It’s never too late to start, but it must
be about the things that really matter.
My dad was my hero and I will always
love and miss him.  Someday I will be
with him.  Bye daddy.

I had never seen him cry like this.
While I knew Jesus at this time, I didn’t
“know” Jesus as Savior.  I was saved
later that summer at church camp.  I
wanted to know this Jesus that made
my daddy cry.  This is just a few of
hundreds of examples how my dad
taught me about life that guide my life
today.

Three young men that I mentored
told me that my father had made such
a great impact on their life. It confused
me at first because they had never met
my dad.  But they all told me that he
influenced their life because he influ-
enced my life and I was teaching them
the things my daddy taught me.  This
showed me that a person’s legacy will go
for generations to people they never
even knew.  My dad is now with Jesus
and my mom.  My son was so impacted

 We were strongly taught how to
work.  My dad would not take whining.
He would say, “fall in and hit it.”  He
taught me service.  He would go out all
night sometimes in a blizzard to rescue
people stranded in cars along the high-
way in northwest Texas.  He would
deliver hay to cattle farmers.  He would
give his last $10 bill to a friend or family
member that needed it.  He taught us so
much about hard work and serving the
Lord with a smile.  A memory that is
burned into my mind is the night that
this brave solider stood up in our church
and told the whole congregation what
Jesus meant to him.  He started crying.

Passing On A Legacy To Your Family
from page 4from page 4from page 4from page 4from page 4

From The Mind
of  Chuck Lee

Lee pastor's  Pine Grove
Baptist Church, Purvis.
He may be reached by email
at  leecharles47@yahoo.com

Misinformed
Several years ago, I observed a billboard sign exclaiming the amount of money

a Vicksburg casino had "given" away.  I noticed that it didn't declare how much it
had taken from those gambling in their establishment.  What they were doing is
something I like to describe as misinforming the weak minded.  Let me run a
scenario past you to show you how they are getting away with declaring that they
give away millions of dollars.  Imagine I am playing poker and win $100 the first
hand dealt.  However, for the next three hands dealt, I lose $300.  Technically, I won
a hundred bucks, but in reality I lost two
hundred dollars.  Therefore, the gambling
industry can say that I won a hundred
dollars.  They just don't say the amount I
lost.  Misinformation.

Grocery stores use this ploy as well.  You
might look at a brand of chocolate ice
cream and the "gotcha" written on the
carton says, "If you like Blue Bell Ice
Cream, try this"!  Notice that it isn't
saying it "tastes" like Blue Bell ice cream, it is simply saying that if you "like" Blue
Bell ice cream, then taste their product.  The catch is, their ice cream tastes like
curdled baby formula.  But it is too late, because you have already been misinformed.

A few days ago, I fell into the wife survey trap.  Apparently, someone conducted
a survey and determined what a woman finds appealing in a man.  Number ten said
that a man needs to tell the woman how much he loves her.  In a moment of
weakness, I declared how much I loved my wife.  A few days later, I was able to see
out of my left eye again.

"You compared loving your wife to your love for your coon dog," my mother said
sympathetically!  Determined to get me off her couch and back in my own home,
she advised me to get some chocolate and "maybe a little smell good soap."  Three
weeks later, mom's couch had turned my spine into a chiropractor's nightmare.

Who knew my wife was the only woman in the world who doesn't like chocolate
and soap?  "You got her Slim Fast and an economy pack of Ivory soap"!  Apparently,
I have been misinformed.

2 Corinthians 4:2

CHILDREN'S HOME
Special Emphasis Needs $25,000
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Cultivating  A Lay Led Youth Ministry
At the BMA of Mississippi State Meeting, we held a breakout session called

“Cultivating a Lay Led Youth Ministry.” We decided to do this because many of
our churches do not have a Youth Pastor, but still desire to reach the young people
in their church and community. Several men met and talked through this topic
and the following is a summary of that discussion.

THE CHURCH MUST HAVE A DESIRE TO REACH YOUNG PEOPLE.
The younger generation does not just show up at the church like they did at

one time. The church must desire to reach them.  One important aspect of this
desire is for the church to learn to
accept young people. The church
cannot look down on them or
treat them as second-class citi-
zens. Young people, like all people,
need to be loved. They need to now
that someone cares about them.
You will be able to share the
gospel with them and teach them about God IF you are willing to love them.

LAY PEOPLE CAN MAKE A GREAT IMPACT ON A CHILD’S LIFE
We do recommend that laypeople be involved with youth ministry. Many of

them already are as Sunday School teachers or helpers. A layperson can impact
a child in many ways but one that stands out is that they show students that it
doesn’t have to be a Pastor or staff member who loves and serves God. When this
happens, it reinforces to the child that all Christians can and should be involved
in God’s Kingdom.

HOW CAN WE IDENTIFY PEOPLE
IN OUR CHURCH WHO MAY WORK WITH YOUTH?

We believe this should be a matter of prayer. Whether you are looking for a lay
leader or some adults to help in some capacity, pray about it. Next, be on the
lookout. Are there any parents in your church who can be a godly influence on
the kids? Are there any college students who are trustworthy and who could help?
Make sure to look first at faithful people in your church. The kids need someone
who will care about them and stick with them.

HOW CAN WE TRAIN LAY LEADERS?
It may be that the Pastor can train them in some ways. It may be that they

can read some books on youth ministry. One of the best ways that we know to help
in this area is to commend yourselves to others who have had success in youth
ministry. If there is a church in your area or another church that you know has
had success, do not be afraid to ask their thoughts on how to improve your own
ministry. We know that all churches and communities have differences and all
strategies may not work for all churches but it still can be helpful to hear from
those who have had success. We should associate with one another and help one
another.

OTHER TIPS
I will leave you with a few things that came up in our breakout session that

I thought were very helpful regarding ministry to youth and kids.
1. Get the youth and kids involved in ministry and missions. Let them see that

Christianity is not just about what happens in the church building on Sunday
and Wednesday.

2. Disciple the children. Do not just play games and plan activities. Make sure
the students are also being regularly taught God’s Word. Use a Bible verse
memory plan or some form of catechism to teach them simple Bible truths.

3. Involve the family. If you are ministering to students, try to involve the
family as much as possible.

It is our prayer that every church would make the effort to reach young people
with the gospel. May God bless the churches as they continue to work for Him!

Big Creek District GMA and Youth MeetingBig Creek District GMA and Youth MeetingBig Creek District GMA and Youth MeetingBig Creek District GMA and Youth MeetingBig Creek District GMA and Youth Meeting
by Lane Flynt

The Big Creek District GMA and Youth Meeting was held on November 7, 2015,
at Shiloh Missionary
Baptist Church in Mt.
Olive.  It was so much
fun.  We had 47 in atten-
dance. The morning was
full of outdoor games
with Sword Drills and
Bible Jeopardy that fol-
lowed.  Trophies were
awarded to the winning
team.  Lunch and des-
sert was served to the
guests compliments of
Shiloh. We hope to keep up this great fun with our quarterly meetings.  Thanks to
all who attended and helped make this a successful meeting.

Hobolochitto District WMA ReportHobolochitto District WMA ReportHobolochitto District WMA ReportHobolochitto District WMA ReportHobolochitto District WMA Report
The Hobolochitto District WMA ladies met Saturday October 24, 2015, at Mt.

Carmel Baptist Church. The meeting was called to order by President Beverly
Lumpkin with the opening prayer given by Jean Dunn.

A devotion was given by Beverly Lumpkin about making resolutions and
bettering our relationship with God. Bro. Cedric Lumpkin brought the message
with scripture taken from I Chronicles 4:9, 10 on allowing the power of God to work
through us. Our next meeting will be at Westlawn Baptist Church on January 30.

The attendance banner was awarded to Mt. Calvary Baptist Church. The closing
prayer and blessing on the food was given by Jackie Lee.

Debbie Lott, Reporter

Missionary
Reports
from page 3

great building to meet in at the beginning
of the year. We were able to remodel the
building in five weeks and at the same time
invite people from the community to our
first service. We had our first service on
March 8th and 117 people came through
the door. Many people from our home church
came to support us. This first service was
great, but the second week is the week that
I give the most praise for. The second week
we had 56 in attendance and they were all
from the community.

We have been off and running from the
beginning, averaging in the 50’s. Our atten-
dance is often up and down, but we have a
solid core group of 30 people. Each week, I
can count on this group being there no
matter what is going on. This is the founda-
tion of members that we are beginning to
build on and reach into the community
with. Our first goal has been to meet people
and build relationships with the people we
meet. Even though we have built the core
group, we are continuing to reach out to new
people and follow up with anyone who visits
the mission.

We are moving into our second phase of
extensive outreach. Now I am training
members in the mission to be involved in

the ministry of the church.
We held our first VBS in July. Members

from the mission made up the core of the
ministry team and a cluster group from
Shiloh Baptist Church came to support
where needed for the week. We averaged 25
children for the week, and many of their
families came the following Sunday for
closing ceremonies.

I am excited about what God has done
this year. We are beginning to see fruits
from our early labor. We have had four
baptisms and seen souls saved. We are
starting weekly Community Groups in early
October. We are also actively discipling
new believers in the mission. We are cur-
rently building a strong foundation. This
year our focus will be to train members to
take leadership roles and be actively in-
volved in ministry. This will allow us to
better reach out and minister to the com-
munity.

Continue to pray for us as we continue
the work God has called us to. God has done
so much already, but it is only the beginning
of his plan in Diamondhead.”

Coordinator Estuardo Marroquin –Coordinator Estuardo Marroquin –Coordinator Estuardo Marroquin –Coordinator Estuardo Marroquin –Coordinator Estuardo Marroquin –
Annual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual ReportAnnual Report

In addition to serving as Sr. Pastor of El
Camino in Laurel, MS, Bro. Marroquin
serves as the Hispanic Missions Coordina-
tor for the BMA of Mississippi (South)
working with missionaries and missions in

continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8



Water For Christ Team Members and workers at the Donna Lawrence
Memorial Well in Ghana, West Africa. The most recent trip in October
resulted in the drilling of this well. The Funds were provided by the Donna
Lawrence Family and the WMA of Mississippi.

Donna Lawrence Memorial Well
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Give ThanksGive ThanksGive ThanksGive ThanksGive Thanks
“It is a good thing to give thanks unto

the Lord.” Psalm 92:1. Thanksgiving is
a good time to reflect upon God’s good-
ness to us and give Him thanks for His
many blessings.  It is a time when we
can self-evaluate our lives and express a
spirit of true “Thanksgiving”.  This
should be the sentiment of our heart not
only at this particular time of the year,
but every day throughout the year.
Each day we should make it a practice
of our life to enter into His presence with
thanksgiving and praise.  “In every-
thing give thanks: for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 1
Thessalonians 5:18.

Boys and GirlsBoys and GirlsBoys and GirlsBoys and GirlsBoys and Girls
Doing Well in their StudiesDoing Well in their StudiesDoing Well in their StudiesDoing Well in their StudiesDoing Well in their Studies

Progress reports and grades for the
first nine weeks of school reveal that the
school year has gotten off to a good start.
Our first grade boy has really started to
enjoy the challenge of reading and is
doing well.  We are thankful for his
progress. Also, he was selected to be an
escort for his class at the Homecoming
activities for North Jones Elementary.
Our second grade boy is an honor roll
student and was also selected to be the

Alden & The Davis' at
Senior Band Member Recognition

Receiving a love offering from Zions Rest

Student of the Month for his class.  Our
third grade girl is an honor roll student
and also is doing well.  Our fifth grade

girl is a Principal’s List student (all A’s)
and is doing very well in her studies.

Our high school students, ninth grade
girl and twelfth grade boy, are doing
well in their studies also.  The senior
boy will be graduating this year.  He has
been a member of the West Jones High
School band since he was in the eighth
grade.  During the Homecoming at
West Jones High School this year the

senior band members and their parents
were recognized during halftime activi-
ties.  We are thankful and grateful for
Alden’s participation in the West Jones
band these many years.  By the way, he
was also the punter and
place kicker for the West
Jones High School football
team this year and is a
member of the West Jones
High School soccer team
of which he is one the cap-
tains.  God bless you Alden
as you finish out your se-
nior year.  Our prayers
and with you!

Special EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial Emphasis
There’s just a few more

weeks remaining in this
year’s Special Emphasis
for the Children’s Home.
We would like for you to
consider giving an Emphasis offering
for this ministry.  We have already
received Emphasis offerings and are
grateful for those individuals and
churches for their support.

Recent Church VisitRecent Church VisitRecent Church VisitRecent Church VisitRecent Church Visit
We were with the Calvary Baptist

Church and Pastor Ron Ledford in
Vidalia, La. on September 27th for their
Sunday morning service.  I was with
the Ramsey Creek Baptist Church and
Pastor Kirk Ladner near Saucier on
October 11th for their Homecoming
services.  We were with the Pleasant
Hill Baptist Church in Saucier and
Pastor Jerry Anderson on November
1st for their morning service.  We were
also with the Zion’s Rest Baptist Church

near Richton and Interim Pastor
Rayburn Freeman on November 8th for
their morning service.  It was good to be
with each of these churches. We enjoyed
the time of fellowship we had together.

Expression of SympathyExpression of SympathyExpression of SympathyExpression of SympathyExpression of Sympathy
We would like to express our sympa-

thy to the family of Bro. Ray Thornton.
He was a faithful pastor and dedicated
to other ministries that the Lord called
him to do.  Also, we would like to express
our sympathy to the family of Mrs.
Evelyn Stinson, the wife of Bro. I. L.
(Shot) Stinson.  Bro. Stinson serves on
the Board of Trustees of the Children’s
Home.  Mrs. Stinson was a faithful
pastor’s wife.  Her love for the Lord, her
family, and people was evident to all
who knew her.  Our prayers and thoughts
continue to be with the Thornton and
Stinson families during their time of
sorrow and grief.

Mississippi State WMA
Corresponding Secretary’s Report

by Shirlene Smith
September 30, 2015

Balance Sept. 30, 2014 $  21,699.17
Total ReceivedOct. 1, 2014-Sept. 30, 2015   14,086.37
Total to Account for $35,785.54
Expenditures $7,841.85
Balance on Hand    $27,943.69

General Fund Balance $ 15,886.65
Project (75%)      $5,184.65
Ladies’ Retreat Fund $6,852.39
Precious Jewels Fund 20.00
Balance on Hand $27,943.69

Project Totals
25% General Fund

(Plus Designated Offerings) $    2,125.31
75% Moral Action

(Dr. John Adams ,Director)       5,351.19
Total Received       7,476.50

BMA of Mississippi Churches Receiving Certificates
for Contributing $100.00 or more to the WMA Project

1.  Berean Baptist Church, Soso
2.  Big Creek Baptist Church, Soso
3.  East Amory Baptist Church, Amory
4.  East Fulton Baptist Church, Fulton

5.  First Baptist Church, Bay Springs
6.  First Baptist Church, Calhoun
7.  First Baptist Church, Louin
8.  First Baptist Church, Shady Grove
9.  Hopewell Baptist Church, Laurel
10. Lebanon Baptist Church, Laurel
11. Movella Baptist Church, Lucedale
12. Parkview Baptist Church, Laurel
13. Pine Grove Baptist Church, Purvis
14. Sharon Baptist Church, Laurel
15. Skyway Hills Baptist Church, Pearl
16. Temple Baptist Church, Lucedale

17. Ten Mile Baptist Church, Wiggins
18. Vardaman Street Baptist Church, Wiggins
19. Wilderness Baptist Church, Vicksburg
Two District Associations:

Hobolochitto Association District WMA
Washington Association District WMA

Top Five Churches In Giving To The
Wiggins $  1,242.35

2.  Skyway Hills Baptist Church, Pearl      1,128.00
3.  Parkview Baptist Church, Laurel         800.00
4.  Temple Baptist Church, Lucedale         770.00
5.  Lebanon Baptist Church, Laurel         680.00

The family of Mrs. Donna Lawrence
gave $5,000.00 as a memorial for Donna.
The Mississippi State WMA voted to send
that money to Water For Christ.
To have a “Donna Lawrence Memorial
Well” dug in Ghana, Africa.  This well will
be a perpetual blessing to the people
there and will open many doors for people
to hear the Gospel and be saved. Thank
you, family, for this thoughtful, generous
gift.  It is a very fitting tribute to your loved
one and our dear friend.

THE 2014-2015 project is 25% General
Fund; 75% Water for Christ.  Send all
offerings for this project to: Shirlene
Smith, 730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443.

May God add His blessings to our efforts
during this year that the “Mississippi State
WMA Well” can be dug in Ghana about
this time next year.

Donna Lawrence Memorial Well
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Hattiesburg – Bro. Marciano Montalvo,
and Biloxi – Bro. Rodolfo Galicia.

“God continues to open doors for the
sharing of the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ in South Mississippi. My heart is so
thankful to my Savior for this honor to serve
Him and train people for missions work.
The Hispanic community in the South of
the State continues to grow and the need for
workers is great. For that reason, years ago,
El Camino Church developed a Bible Insti-
tute, with the vision to enroll Hispanic

Christian people from our membership
who are interested in doing missions work.
As of today we have 30 students, all of them
from El Camino Church in Laurel. We teach
them BMA doctrine, evangelistic tools for
winning souls, church planting  principles,
discipleship guides, etc. I believe that El
Camino Church can be a strong base to
train several laborers and send them to
plant new BMA Hispanic churches in the
south of the state or where the Lord opens
doors. El Camino Hispanic Church contin-
ues reaching people. Every Saturday we go
out for soul winning and visitation. Cur-
rently, we have 10 small groups with the
vision to reach more people for our Lord.
Since January, we have shared the gospel
with 218 people; 50 accepted Christ, and 10
have been baptized. El Camino has an
average of 90 people in Sunday School and
120 in Worship Services.  At the present, El
Camino Church is developing work at two
mission points: Hattiesburg and Biloxi
areas. “

Coordinator Elvis Garcia – AnnualCoordinator Elvis Garcia – AnnualCoordinator Elvis Garcia – AnnualCoordinator Elvis Garcia – AnnualCoordinator Elvis Garcia – Annual
ReportReportReportReportReport

In addition to serving as Sr. Pastor of
Way, Truth and Life (formally known as
First Hispanic Baptist Church in Ripley,
MS), Bro. Elvis serves as the Hispanic
Missions Coordinator for the BMA of Mis-
sissippi (North) working with missionar-
ies and missions in Tupelo –Bro. Humberto
Navarro, and Oxford-Bro. Luis Huchin.

“My Vision: God is using us and wants
us to do more in the matters of: 1. Coaching;
2. Training others; 3. Fulfilling the Great
Commission; 4. Mentoring; 5. Taking care

Missionaries
from page 6

of those who serve the Lord; 6. Multiplica-
tion; 7. Extending the kingdom of God in
other nearby cities.

My Challenge: Our way of doing minis-
try is becoming increasingly multiethnic.
We are receiving more and more families
who speak English and Spanish. We have
lost many people because we could not
meet the need that they are looking for.
This has put an extra weight on our mis-
sionary efforts.

My Objective: We want to slowly and
gradually implement bilingual ministries
in the church. We want to emphasize ag-
gressively the missionary vision with ev-
eryone (as the Bible says) as part of God's
plan. Coaching: Training in bilingual ser-
vices; Pray constantly for and with the
church planters; Experiential and theologi-
cal training; Development of strategies;
Development of a vision and a mission for
the church planter and also for the church
project. Mentoring: Help our missionaries
learn English; Accomplishment of goals
thru truly spiritual dependence; Wise use
of time and resources; Weekly meetings
with the church planter; Spiritual and per-
sonal support; Spiritual retreats of encour-
agement and fellowship every six months.
Multiplication: Analyze the ethnography
of the main cities in the north of the state;
Implementation of our development pro-
cess (evangelism, discipleship, small
groups); Apply our coaching and mentoring
models.

Goals for Next year are: The opening of
the Mission work and smalls groups in the
area of Olive Branch; The Development of
Bible Institute extensions in Tupelo and
Oxford; Develop training material that in-
cludes all the aspects of missionary work
which will include reproducible models so
other church planters can used them in
their respective fields; The sending of an-
other couple/family to the mission field.”

Coordinator Ed DuVall – AnnualCoordinator Ed DuVall – AnnualCoordinator Ed DuVall – AnnualCoordinator Ed DuVall – AnnualCoordinator Ed DuVall – Annual
ReportReportReportReportReport

In addition to serving as Sr. Pastor of
Homestretch Baptist Church in Cleveland,
MS, Bro. DuVall serves as the African
American Missions Coordinator for the
BMA of Mississippi, presently working
with a mission in Olive Branch – Bro.
James Cook.”

“My passion to serve in the Delta area of
Mississippi is very strong because this

area is one of the most neglected mission-
ary fields in the world.  My overall goal is to
start new African American church plants,
send out missionaries, and be financially
independent. My vision is to primarily reach
the African American community in the
Delta with a gospel that is clearly under-
stood and that is practical and relevant.
My objective is to establish a sound Bible
believing, Bible teaching conservative New
Testament church.  I also am committed to
starting new churches in the African Ameri-
can community and reaching out to some
traditional churches and try to bring about
change.

My goal is to support new missionaries
financially and with whatever resources I
have available, train traditional pastors
by teaching them, and establish an asso-
ciation to help accommodate my goals.

I want to share with you what the LORD
has been doing at Homestretch Baptist
Church this past year.  This has been a
challenging year to say the least.  Although
we didn’t have any baptisms, I was privi-
leged to see a few people come to Christ.
Our ministry has grown a lot this past year.
It has been a blessing to see most of our
adults get involved with various ministries
in our community.  The ministries I have
been involved with, include personal evan-
gelism, hospital and prison visitation,
Habitat for Humanity (Oct 2015) and oth-
ers.  I am thankful of our VBS this year.  I
was personally able to share Christ with
each one that came.  Here are other ex-
amples of works that were accomplished
this year:” Pastor Don Brown and members
of Movella Baptist Church, Lucedale, MS
came to Cleveland and shared Christmas
with Homestretch Baptist Church. They
brought gifts for children and adults.  We
had a time of fellowship sharing baked
goodies and pizza.  We also took Christmas
goodies to the Dialysis Center here in Cleve-
land.

Members of Homestretch purchased
items for girls and boys. Items were brought
to the church and packed and wrapped.
Seventeen boxes were prepared and
shipped. Members of Homestretch are in-
volved in various ministries in the commu-
nity.  Our members support and serve on
the Board of Directors for the Women’s
Resource Center, a ministry to young women
and men about abortion alternatives, in-
formation and services.”
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William L. “Bill” Gibson, 73 of
Jonesboro, died October 29. He was a
graduate of Central Baptist College and
was ordained as a minister in Novem-
ber 1963.

Bro. Gibson
pastored churches
in Arkansas and
Kansas, and later
became a mission-
ary. Without
knowing any
Spanish, he and
his family drove
from Arkansas to
Costa Rica to start
his first mission.
He was involved with missions in Costa
Rica, Czech Republic, Honduras and
Chile from 1971-2012.

Survivors include his wife of 54 years,
Jeanette Gibson; a son, Bill Gibson Jr.
(Melinda) of Kansas City; a daughter,
Monica Stimach (Randy) of Valley View;
his mother, Brownie Gibson and a
brother, Dennis Gibson, both of
Jonesboro; a sister, Janelle Seat of
Jonesboro; four grandchildren and one
great granddaughter. Funeral services
were held October 31 at Emerson Fu-
neral Home in Jonesboro, with Gary
Gipson and Jim Thompson officiating.
Interment was at Jonesboro Memorial
Park Cemetery.

Memorials may be sent to BMA of
America Department of Missions (Chile),
P.O. Box 878, Conway, AR 72033.
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Mrs. Evelyn Stinson, age 73, of
Richton, passed away on November 8,
2015, at Forrest
General Hospital.
Mrs. Stinson is
survived by her
husband, Rev. I.
L. (Shott) Stinson
of Richton; daugh-
ters, Stephanie
(Sam) Woods of
Hattiesburg, and
April (Allen)
Overstreet of
Richton; daughter-
in-law, Pam Stinson of Richton; sisters,
Patricia Craft of Mendenhall and
Frankie Cook of D’Iberville; 13 grand-
children, and 10 great-grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, D. W. Scarbrough and Odean
Scarbrough; son, Clyde Stinson and a
sister, Bessie McInnis. Rev. Jerry
Overstreet officiated the service.

Editor’s Note: Mrs. Stinson’s hus-
band, Bro. I.L. Stinson is pastor of
Central Baptist Church of Richton. Our
condolences and prayer to Bro. Stinson
and the entire family.

Mrs. Evelyn Stinson

Bill Gibson

-  Deaths -Harmony Association
Changes Schedule

by Tony Marolt
Harmony Association held its an-

nual meeting at Freedom Hills Mission
Saturday October 10th.  Seven churches
were represented by 33 messengers.
During business, Bro. Kenneth Pollock
presented a recommendation that the
association go to a quarterly meeting.
This was based on a committee recom-
mendation to enhance meeting partici-
pation.  In the future all Harmony
Meetings will be held in October, Janu-
ary, April, and July, with the financial
report still being  available on a monthly
basis.

The 2016 annual meeting will be held
at First Baptist, Mantachie, with Bro.
Jarrod Cox bringing the message. Dr.
Kenneth Pollock brought the annual
message.
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