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Midyear Meeting Time Near
by Justin Rhodes, President

BMA of Mississippi
The 2019 midyear meeting of the Baptist Missionary

Association of Mississippi will take place on Tuesday, May
21, at East Amory Baptist Church in Amory,
Mississippi. The meeting will begin at
9:30am. Each church will need to register
its messengers and receive your voting
ballots upon arriving at the meeting. I look
forward to our time together as we hear
from our State Departments and Commis-
sions. The Brotherhood and WMA will each
have meetings on Monday evening, May
20, as well.

Bro. Dewitt Bain was elected to bring
the message at this meeting, and Dr. Char-
ley Holmes was selected as the alternate speaker. I have
asked Bro. Wesley Martin to lead our music throughout the
day of the meeting.

I hope and pray that your church will be represented at
this meeting. The work of our association is very important.
I am grateful for the privilege of serving as the President of
the BMA of Mississippi and I believe God still has great
things in store for us as we serve Him together.

Justin Rhodes

One Lost Sheep – SOAR 2019
Get ready, because SOAR 2019 is almost here!

Registration for this year’s youth conference
is now open! Just visit gosoar.com/register,
where you can also book your rooms at this
year’s venue: the Gaylord Texan.

The theme for this year is “One Lost Sheep.”
With a deep focus on missions, students will
learn about the unconditional love of God and
his relentless pursuit of the lost.

“The thought of a shepherd leaving 99 sheep
just to save one is pretty outrageous,” says
Conference Director, Donny Parrish. “Surely
that one lost sheep can't be that precious to the
Shepherd, right? SOAR ’19 will explore the
wonder of a God that so focused on reaching
people who are lost - people like you and me -
that he goes to incredible lengths to find us.
And, once he finds us, he gives our lives mean-
ing and purpose by allowing us to get in on his
great mission.”

Students will hear from the main speaker,
Andy Comer, who is the lead pastor at Antioch
Georgetown in Georgetown, Texas. Continuing
in learning about God’s heart for missions,
students will also hear from BMA Missions
Executive Director, Dr. John David Smith, about

God’s passion for the nations.
For SOAR 2019, the registration price has

been lowered from previous years. Additionally,
each registrant will receive a free pass to the
Gaylord Texan’s waterpark: Paradise Springs.
Make sure your group registers for SOAR by

June 1 in order to receive the lower price,
waterpark tickets, AND a free SOAR T-shirt.

For more information about this year’s con-
ference, visit gosoar.com. To register your group,
visit gosoar.com/register. To keep up with the
latest news about SOAR, make sure to like us on
Facebook at facebook.com/SOARconference, and
follow us on Instagram and Twitter at
@SOARconference.

The Gospel by Ox Cart
from BMA Missions

For most people, it was an
average day in rural Cambo-
dia, yet panic filled the heart of
a boy named Somat.

Two days ago, his mother
had cut her foot badly; it was
getting worse. Infection was
spreading, and without help,
her situation would become
dire. In an attempt to find some
relief for his mother, Somat
loaded her on to the back of an
ox cart and sought help.

Somat was a young believer
who knew BMA Missionaries
John and Louela Page. Know-
ing they would be of some help
to his suffering mother, he
found them and humbly asked
for some money so he could
take his mother to a doctor.

John and Louela saw the

worsening state of the foot and
had compassion on Somat and
his mother. They showed the
love of Christ to this family

and during that time, not only
did Somat’s mother find physi-
cal healing, but she also found
spiritual healing.

After her salvation and once
the foot had healed, she began
taking that same ox cart vil-
lage by village, spreading the

gospel and telling her friends
about the hope she had found
in Jesus Christ. Soon enough
Somat’s entire family became

strong believers on mission for
the Lord.

Today, Somat works along-
side John and Louela in minis-
try, teaching at the school and
giving guitar lessons to stu-
dents in their village, called
the In Village. Recently, the In

Village has begun to trust him
so greatly as to let him teach
their preschool.

This past year John Page
noticed that Somat had saved
up his money to buy a large
pig. After asking him why he
did this, Somat explained that
he planned to save the pig
until Christmas, when he
could butcher it and have a
celebration at Christmastime
in the village. John explained
that this allowed legal evan-
gelism! Somat planned to
present the gospel to his fel-
low villagers during the
Christmas season, hoping that
some would be saved as a re-
sult.

“Somat is always thinking
about what he can do for the
church,” said John Page. “He
is in his twenties, but he has
really grown. We started out
discipling eight boys, and now

three are really serving. We
work to invest in those who will
invest, but you don’t really
know who that will end up be-
ing. Every person is important,
so you love them all and show
them Jesus.”

As John referenced, a large
part of the ministry in Cambo-
dia is working to disciple and
invest in young men who will
be able to lead the church in
the future. Since the last up-
date about the Page’s ministry,
John and Louela are beginning
to see their investments come
to fruition.

They work to invest in stu-
dents in the city of Banlung, as
well as their own In Village. In
both places, they have seen an
increase in students and in the
level of discipleship.

continued on page 7



2 May 1, 2019 •  Mississippi Baptist

Dr. Scott Carson
President

4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Southeastern Baptist College Serving Christ
With A Biblical World View
In A Christian Atmosphere

President’s Perspective
“Study to shew thyself approved unto

God, a workman that
needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly di-
viding the word of
truth.” 2 Timothy
2:15

In an age when
there is growing pub-
lic resentment to-
ward all things bibli-
cal, should we not
make Christian edu-
cation a priority for ourselves and our
loved ones?

Southeastern Baptist College is a
positive force in Southeast Mississippi
for the study of biblical truth and propa-
gation of conservative Christian val-
ues. God is blessing this institution at
a time that it could be said it is most
needed. Dozens of private colleges are
closing every year, many of which were
Christian institutions. Yet, SBC still
stands. And, it is growing!

Southeastern has been in existence

for 70 years! What a wonderful influ-
ence this great school has had on Chris-
tians throughout Mississippi and be-
yond! In recent years SBC has experi-
enced tough times, but the Lord is
showing us a way forward. God has
brought to our leadership team highly
experienced and respected profession-
als in the realm of education. New
partnerships have been developed and
they include a memorandum of reci-
procity between SBC and the Univer-
sity of Southern Mississippi. I am ex-
cited to share with you that it is ap-
proved! Many of our credits once again
transfer to Southern Miss! In addition,
we have made contact with other pub-
lic colleges for similar agreements. Our
initial efforts with these other institu-
tions look very promising!

Plans have been drawn to expand
our current degree programs and to

develop new ones. We will soon offer
additional sports opportunities and ex-
pand our curriculum to include much
needed additional degree paths within
the Pine Belt. Amongst all these strate-
gic efforts, include our goal of complet-
ing a third fiscal year in the black. This
is a primary step in being able to begin
the long accrediting process with the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools Commission on Colleges
(SACSCOC). If we are in the black on
June 30th this year, we will meet the
first condition toward application to
this regional accrediting agency, that
nearly all secular colleges and univer-
sities accept for the transferring of
credits.

When I was in high school, my pas-
tor impressed upon me, the need to get
a biblical educational foundation be-
fore going on to any other secular ca-

Southeastern Baptist College Needs
Update

  SBC has many infrastructure and
equipment needs. We have recently
acquired a substantial amount of floor
tile and now need it installed. If you
possess the talent for this and would
like to help, call us at 601-426-6346.

We will soon offer additional sports opportunities
and expand our curriculum to include much needed

additional degree paths within the Pine Belt.

reer field. He was spot on, and that was
the 1970’s! How much more is it needed
today. I think that every adult
Christian should
have this discus-
sion with their
high school chil-
dren, or grand-
children. Most
secular schools are
bent on leading
our children away
from God’s truth.
I encourage you to
have this talk today!
You can trust SBC
to provide a solid bib-
lical foundation for
whatever career the
Lord is leading your
children toward.

Though the needs are great at SBC,
our Lord is greater! Let us trust the
Lord that He will supply all our needs
as He has promised! I believe SBC will
continue to grow and prosper, as we
remain faithful to God’s Holy Word
and His promises!

“But my God shall supply all your
need according to his riches in glory by
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:19

Equipping the Saints!
Dr. Carson

New
 partnerships

have been
developed and
they include a
memorandum
of reciprocity
between SBC

and the
University of

Southern
Mississippi.

Dr. Carson recently spoke at his alma
mater, the BMA Theological Seminary in
Jacksonville, Texas. Pictured are Dr.
Holmes, the president of BMATS and Dr.
Carson the president of SBC

SBC students actively studying together
for their future

 Dean Jan Walker is briefing the Board of Trustees on current and future academic
plans for SBC

2019 Graduation Exercise
This year’s graduation program is

scheduled for May 16, 2019 at 7:00
p.m. in the college gymnasium. Our
guest speaker is Dr. Terry Kimbrow,
the president of our sister BMA school,
Central Baptist College in Conway,
Arkansas. This is a free event and we
encourage everyone to attend to show
your support for our graduating class
in this important milestone event in
their lives.

Outdoor Lawn Furniture
Now that the weather is getting

better, our students enjoy
fellowshipping in the warm air and
sunshine. We are in need of outdoor
furniture for them. If you have any
good used backyard furniture that you
could donate to the school, give us a
call at 601-426-6346

Summer Courses Offered
SBC is offering a full Summer Session

Schedule of both in-classroom and online
classes. Classes begin June 3, 2019 (4
weeks inclusive). In addition, high school
juniors and seniors can duel enroll for
these classes! Registration is open now
through May 20. Contact Admissions at
601-426-6346 today!

On Campus:
English Comp I & II

College Algebra
Art Appreciation
Doctrinal Books (Meridian Extension)

Online:
Intro to Computer App
Biology I
Minor Prophets
New Testament Survey

New Staff Hours
Because of an uptick in interest in

Southeastern Baptist College, our staff
will be adding Mondays to their work
week. Work hours are now Monday
through Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m., and the administrative offices
are closed during national holidays.
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Ministering To Young People
by Anders Lee

Anders Lee

Change
Most people do NOT like change! I

am one of those people! I would rather
the main things in my life just stay
steady and level. BUT… change is in-
evitable and we all know it. Just look
around you these days at all the change
happening!

Winter has quickly turned to Spring
here in the Mid-South. Change! Re-
cently Lifeway announced that they
are closing all 170 of their stores na-
tionwide! WOW! Change! Mike Conley
& Marc Gasol who have been long time
members of the Memphis Grizzlies, the
heart and soul of the team, are now
being traded and the team is differ-

ent. Change! Recently the Re-
publicans lost the House of Repre-
sentatives in Washington. Change!
As if you need a new one… Apple is
introducing its brand new IPhone 11…
and of course it has changes that you
need! Right? Change! The NFL is talk-
ing about doing away with kickoffs &

kickoff returns… what?
Change! DiscipleGuide,
one of our own depart-
ments, is having to make
shifts in what it is doing.
Change!

You get the point,
change is happening all
the time! I will never for-
get the biggest change that came my
way in ministry. I had been the youth
pastor at Calvary in Horn Lake, Mis-
sissippi, for 10 years. I so enjoyed being
a part of that ministry team! In just a
matter of 9 months, our pastor, our
worship leader and our long time sec-
retary ALL resigned! CHANGE!!! You

talk about a crazy sce-
nario, I was in the

middle of one! I was
left holding the
bag. I pick on
Kevin, Darrell,
and Suzette to
this day for
messing up a

good thing.
Un e x pe c te d

change can throw
you into a tail spin

if you aren’t care-
ful. What kind of

changes could you expect in youth min-
istry and how should you deal with
change?

Some possible changes
coming your way
1. Budget Changes

In 2008, there was a huge change in
the economy in the U.S. Many churches
were adversely affected from the spi-
raling market. I was pastoring Calvary
at the time. We had worked to improve
budget line items for years. In a short
time frame our income was reduced by
nearly 35%. We had to make difficult
cuts. Our youth budget was one of
them. Our youth pastor was faced with
losing $4000 annually. Talk about a
saddened change!

2. Team Changes
In 2010 in our youth ministry, Dean

& Amy Guenrich, had to move to Colo-
rado because of his job. They had been
teen Sunday School teachers for years.
They were at every youth function as
sponsors. Our teens could go talk with
them about problems. They were mag-
nets to all our kids. It was a huge loss
to our youth leadership team. You just
can’t replace a couple like that.

3. Group Dynamics
If you are a youth pastor, you know

what I mean. Every good youth group
has a DNA to it. Organic connections
that naturally draw teens together. If
you have one “couple” break up or two
girls fall out over something (as teens
tend to do), suddenly the inner youth
group dynamics change! Some won’t
come because of it or the group loses
unity. I hate that kind of change.

4. Church Leadership Transitions
Inevitably, your Senior Pastor re-

signs. A ways back a buddy of mine lost
his pastor. The church called a com-
pletely different type man. He had been
use to a more contemporary mind set
from the former pastor. The pulpit com-
mittee recommended a more tradition-
ally based pastor. He became immedi-
ately faced with changes he did not
want to make.

How should you handle change?
1. Embrace it

Sometimes there is no way to change
– change! You just have to accept the
new normal. Make the best of it! Don’t
be a whiner! When Joseph was be-
trayed by his brothers and shipped off
to Egypt, no doubt his world was turned
upside down. I’m sure he didn’t like it
one bit, but what did he do with the
change that came? He made the best of
it! He worked hard! Wow did it ever
more turn out great! Change that you
cannot do anything about doesn’t mean
the world is coming to an end. Stay the
course and keep working hard! The
test will turn out to be a blessing!

2. Trust God & Pray
It’s true that God allows us to expe-

rience change so that we will seek Him
more than we did before. Sometimes
we get comfortable with the way things
are and God brings about change to

Fathers Never Stand Alone
by Eric Williams

I hate to admit it, but I recently expe-
rienced satisfaction at watching the
failure of another.  The German lan-
guage has a word for this -
Schadenfreude - which translates into
“harm-joy,” or pleasure from someone
else’s misfortune.  Before you judge me
too harshly, let me explain the context
of the situation.

I am the father of a rambunctious
and willful two-year-old boy.  Another
dad and I have recently begun watch-
ing the nursery during Sunday after-
noon services at our church.  We’ve
improved a great deal over the last
month with our ‘Daddy-Daycare;’ we
almost always end with the same num-
ber of children with which we started.
Seriously, I speak for many of my fel-
low parents when I say it is an absolute
pleasure and true blessing to see chil-
dren in church and learning about the
Lord.

My moment of pleasure at the suf-
fering of others came during one recent
Sunday afternoon in the nursery.  The
other dad asked his child (his son is the
same age as mine) to quit running
around the nursery.  Surprise of all
surprises, the boy didn’t stop.  My
friend got up, somewhat flustered and
embarrassed, to go and repeat what he

said and calm his son
down.  I sat there
feeling pure joy, not
at the fact his son
disobeyed him, but
that this thing hap-
pens to other parents
and I wasn’t alone!
At that moment, I
saw myself in his
shoes and realized
every dad goes
through the same struggles and exas-
perations from the behavior of their
children.  Because men traditionally
do not share emotions as well as the
ladies, dads often feel like they are
alone in their struggles and must be
failing as fathers when a child acts,
well, like a child.

To Christian fathers, you are not
alone in this world.  We all share the
same secret fears, hopes, and struggles
for our children.  We are not the ‘Doofus
Dad’ that television trots out for cheap
laughs.  No matter what the latest
commercial or sitcom says, you are not
an inept or emotionally distant
babysitter: you are a parent.  We all
struggle with raising our children in a
modern, corrupt world.  If you are like
me, becoming a father has given you
the greatest highs and lows ever expe-

rienced.  But through it all, we must
never lose sight of our ultimate goal:
fathers have a biblical obligation to be
the spiritual leader of their families.

Believe me, dads, the task of setting
a good example for our boys and girls is
tough but rewarding. Proverbs 20:7
tells us that “The just man walketh in
his integrity: his children are blessed

after him.”  My son is entering the age
where he wants to do everything I do.
What lessons am I teaching him every
day based on how I talk, act, and deal
in my life?  Dads struggle with this
concept and often only see their fail-
ures.  My message to Papas every-
where is that you are not alone.  Find
a seasoned Christian father and ask
about their struggles in parenting; you
will quickly find that the times have
changed, but the struggles and fears
are the same.  My encouragement to
you is this: Now is the time to stand for
righteousness and the Lord for your
family; be the man you have always
wanted to become!  It will not always be
an easy path, but if dads do not lead our
children then the world is ready to step
in for us!

As parents and Christians, we are
never alone when we consider the pas-
sion and fatherly example of God.  If we
strive continually to get closer to our
Heavenly Father, we cannot help but
be comforted as earthly dads. There is
another scripture found in Proverbs I
should print and read each morning as
I start my day: “Hear, ye children, the

instruction of a father, and attend to
know understanding.  For I give you
good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.”
On second thought, I should hang it in
my son’s room as well and underline
the ‘forsake ye not my law’ part.  Maybe
the nursery too.  Stay safe out there.

M. Eric Williams, MS, NR-P is a Mis-
sissippi native and a member of Salem
Baptist Church, Bay Springs. He is an
author, researcher, and professor of all
things Public Health related.  He is a
Doctoral Candidate and has published
numerous articles on personal wellness,
epidemiology, and family life.  If you
have questions or comments, you may
contact him at
ewilliams104@gmail.com.

Eric Williams

We are not the ‘Doofus Dad’ that television trots out for cheap
laughs.  No matter what the latest commercial or sitcom says, you

are not an inept or emotionally distant babysitter: you are a parent.

contineud on page 8
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2019 Senior Adult
Conference

At
First Baptist Church

Mantachie, Mississippi
Tuesday May 14, 2019 - Registration: 9:00 am

Program: 9:30 am – 2:30 pm
Cost: $15 per person - Lunch included.

Preaching, great gospel singing,
door prizes.

All area churches are invited to attend. Please call the church
office at (662)282-7425 as to how many will be attending.

Church Seeks Pastor
Campground Missionary Bap-

tist Church located in Harrison
County, Mississippi, is seeking a
full-time pastor. If you feel led to
pursue this opportunity please
Email resumes to
southernirrigation@att.net or
contact Alan Sullivan at 228-
860-8740.

Church Seeking pastor
Greenwood Missionary Bap-

tist Church located in Itawamba
County, Mississippi, is seeking a
full-time pastor. E-mail resumes
to kelbycomer18@hotmail.com
or by regular mail to 1400 Green-
wood Church Rd. Fulton, MS
38843.

Church Seeking pastor
Hopewell Baptist Church of

Fulton, Mississippi, is seeking a
pastor. If you feel led to pursue
this position please send a re-
sume to Johnny Mann, 750
Chester Shumpert Road, Fulton,
MS 38843 or email to
jrmann1951@yahoo.com.

Music Minister Sought
Vardaman Street Baptist

Church in Wiggins, Mississippi,
is looking for a music minister.
Resumes can be sent to
vardamanstreetba@bellsouth.net.

Available
Ministry Positions

Missionaries to be
Home on Leave

Danny and Rita Ballard,
missionaries to the Philippines,
will be home on furlough from

August through mid October.
Churches wishing them to
come by and share their minis-
try while home may schedule a
visit may contact them by email
me at
ballardsphilippines@gmail.com.

Danny and Rita Ballard

Browns make memorial
donation to BMA Seminary

by Dr. Charlie Holmes, President
BMA of America Theological Seminary

On Monday, April 15, Don and Bonnie Brown drove from
Laurel, Mississippi, to Jacksonville, Texas on a mission. Bro.
Don is bringing to a close two terms (10 years) as a trustee for
BMA Seminary. Bro. Don is a strong supporter of the worldwide
mission of BMA Seminary and wanted to do something special
for the administration, faculty, staff and students.

The Browns acquired a three-dimensional world map from
Bro. Dennis and Sylvia Rankin of Mobile, Alabama. The Rankins
built four of these maps which are handcrafted from various
woods and which measure approximately 8’ x 12’. Each country
is made from a different type of wood and many are represented
by a particular wood indigenous to the country. Bro. Don and
Bro. Robert Bishop (BMATS Maintenance Supervisor) spent
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday installing this impressive
display.

Bro. Don and Mrs. Bonnie have donated this piece in memory
of their parents, Eugene and Elma Roberts and James M. “Billy”
and Ruthie Brown.

BMA Seminary wishes to publicly thank Bro. and Mrs. Brown
for this generous and beautiful gift. We anticipate that it will
become something special in the memories of our faculty,
administration, staff and students’ lives for many years to come.

Dr. Charley Holmes, Bonnie and Don Brown in front of completed map.

Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

That Time of The Year
Yes, it is that time or the year again - time for all good BMA folks

to make it a point to attend the Annual BMA of America Annual
meeting. This year we will gather in Rogers, Arkansas beginning on
Monday, May 6. We have published the meeting schedule in several
issues (the meeting schedule is currently available on our website
at www.msbaptist.org).

These meetings are important to our association and each local
church. Plans will be shared from each ministry department and the
input of the churches represented by their messengers is very
important.

Each church should be represented by messengers to give
direction to the future of the BMA.

Mississippi Midyear Meeting Headed to Amory
As President Justin Rhodes shared on page 1 of this issue, the

BMA of Mississippi will hold its midyear meeting on May 21 at East
Amory Baptist Church. The State WMA and Brotherhood will each
meet on Monday evening, May 20. This good church is looking
forward to hosting the Association. Again, each church should make
a special effort to be represented.

Reports from each department, commission, and ministry will be
heard.  Input will be needed to help direct the future of our work.
Attendance is a must! The Churches are the voice and engine of our
work. Remember, the departments are not the Association, the
Association is the Churches and the Churches give direction to the
overall ministry of each department.
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Missions Department  &
Revolving Loan Fund

State Missionaries, Coaches & Coordinators and Wives

www.bmams.org - 601.428.8616
Larry Geraldson

Director Wesley & Holley
Martin

Phillip & Dawn
Burns

Jason and Kylie
Howard

Estuardo &
Yasmine Marroquin

Ed & Patricia
DuVall

Johnny & Neta
    Williams

Sidney & Becky
Farmer

Kenneth & Carole
Pollock

“Then opened he their understanding, that they
might understand the scriptures, And said unto
them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ
to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: And
that repentance and remission of sins should be
preached in his name among all natns, beginning at
Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses of these things..”
Luke 24:45-48  

It is such a wonderful blessing to be numbered
among those that Jesus was referring to in this
passage. As a believer, you can take it that He was
speaking directly to you. “And ye are witnesses of
these things…” and indeed, in Christ, we are His
witnesses.  We carry the message of His death,
burial, and resurrection to a world of unbelieving,
unrepentant, often uninterested people, with the
instructions that this message of repentance and
remission of sins, “…should be preached in his name
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” We
share this message with the confidence that He will
save, He will deliver and again and again we see the
fruit of that reality.  Each time another soul is saved
and lives are transformed, our understanding is
opened to the mighty power of the Word of God.

God is good and gracious, and I praise Him for the
opportunity to serve as your Director of Missions.   I
have enjoyed a very busy time of praying, preaching,
promoting, and participating in our missions’ efforts
throughout the state, and helping our churches, this
past month.  I can report to you that we have an
outstanding group of missionaries that are working
hard to reach people and plant churches.  We also
have a wonderful association of churches who sym-
pathize around the common desire to share the
gospel with the lost and plant churches everywhere
we can. New opportunities are before us and we need
your continued support and prayers.  We also need to
have a great Special Emphasis offering.  Please pray
about taking up a special offering for State Missions.
Here are some brief reports from the field:

Newest Mission (Canaan Baptist Mission in
Waynesboro) Adds New Family

“We had a great Easter service! We had 19 visitors
from the mother church, eight  visiting from the
community and our two members and their two
children present.
Total attendance
was 31. We have
started collecting
tithes and offerings
and received $171.00
dollars of which,
$41.00 was dedicated
for missions. I was
able to visit in the
home of our church
member’s son. He
and his girlfriend
have visited the past

two Sundays and seem
very interested. There is
another older couple who
has four grown sons who
have been coming faith-
fully and are praying
about joining. Please keep
us in your prayers as we
continue to labor to plant
this new church in
Waynesboro.  We are still
in need of work fund sup-
port and encourage you
to consider supporting
our work.” – Bro. Jason
Howard, Missionary Pas-
tor

Report from Salt Light Baptist Mission in Waveland
First, we at Salt Light Baptist mission would like

to thank everyone for your prayers and financial
support. We have been busy building relationships
with the people of Waveland and Bay Saint Louis, as
well as, remodeling our educational/fellowship hall
and sanctuary. Hopefully, we will be in our sanctu-
ary by the time that you read this. It's been a
tremendous blessing to have our fellowship hall to
meet in for worship and Bible study. We still have so
much more to do, looking ahead. I guess we'll be a
work in progress for a while.  If you are in the area,
look us up. We would love to see you. 100 Jeff Davis
Ave., Waveland MS. Or on Facebook @Salt Light
Baptist Mission or call me at 228-234-3121.” - Bro.
Johnny Williams, Missionary Pastor

Report from Redemption Baptist
Begins Remodeling

“We are so blessed in Diamondhead. We had a
wonderful Easter Sunday. The church was full of

family, friends, and new contacts. Our new church
building is finally shaping up. The demolition is
completed, and construction has begun. After finally
securing the necessary permits, we have begun the
remodeling.  Lord willing, we can meet there next
month. We are very thankful for what God has
provided. Thank you for your continued prayer and
support.” – Bro. Wesley Martin, Missionary Pastor

(Director’s Note:  Our
hearts go out to Bro.
Wesley and his family on
the loss of his grand-
mother, recently.)

Report from Midway Bap-
tist Mission at Batesville

“We are enjoying a won-
derful time in the Lord’s
work at Midway Mission.
Spring has arrived and all
are excited with the pros-
pects of better weather and
less illness hindering at-
tendance in worship ser-
vices. The celebration of Resurrection Day has just
passed, and oh what a great time we had recalling the
last week of Christ’s ministry, leading up to His
crucifixion. The message on the Sunday prior to
Easter was entitled “Countdown to victory,” and the
Easter message was“Resurrection Proofs,” showing
how the resurrection proves Jesus to be all that He

Missions continued on page 8

First family to join Canaan Baptist
Mission in Waynesboro - Stephen
and Tara Locke and their boys,
Hunter and Levi

Bro. Jason Howard's son,
Kabe, bringing a devotion at
the new mission in
Waynesboro

Demo work at Redemption's
new building in Diamondhead

Easter Service at Redemption in Diamondhead
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Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

What Do You
Drink With Your
Meals?
When I was much younger,

actually about 70 years ago, I used to
get to go spend a few days in the sum-
mer with Aunt Eunice and Uncle Sim.
That was always fun.  Aunt Eunice was
a good cook and Uncle Sim kept us
laughing all the time. When it came
time for dinner or supper he would ask,
“What do you want to drink;   sweet
milk, buttermilk, whey, or clabber?”
That was the choice.

I was made to remember this not
long ago when I was invited to have
lunch with some folks whose grand-
children were also guests.  The grand-
mother asked the kids what they
wanted to drink then named, along
with tea, every soft drink ever imag-
ined.I’m thinking, “What about sweet
milk, buttermilk, whey, or clabber?”  I
got to thinking about thirst and that is
a common denominator for all humans.
Think of the times in the Bible when
people’s thirst figures into the story:
when Moses struck the rock, when
Jacob went looking for a wife, when
Elijah camped by the brook and the
brook dried up and Jesus on the cross
said, “I thirst”, and on and on….

But Jesus is the living water.  John
4:14  “But whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give
him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.”

Fostering Faith...
...in joy and sorrow
Often times joy and sorrow are closely

related. Our greatest times of each are
often followed or preceded by the other.
The joy of becoming pregnant can turn
to the sorrow of pregnancy and child-
birth, only to again see joy in the ar-
rival of the newborn child. The joy of a
child’s first steps is often followed by

the sorrow of trying to catch and pro-
tect the newly mobile. The opposite is
also true. The sorrow of trying to teach
a child life skills brings joy when that
child grows in maturity. The sorrow of
pouring our hearts out to God over a
lost soul brings a joyous celebration
when grace and repentance are finally
realized. The Psalmist wrote in Psalm
30:5 For his anger endureth but a mo-
ment; in his favour is life: Weeping
may endure for a night, but joy cometh
in the morning.

Springtime brings this balance of joy
and sorrow for many families. We joy
in those who have completed their
course of study. We stand and clap for
graduates, but sorrow awaits when we
realize this begins a new chapter in a
young life. They will never again be the
little children they once were. They are
becoming who God made them to be.
Don’t let the sorrow that comes in the
night be absent of the joy God provides
in the morning. Remember, “The earth
is the Lord’s…and they that dwell
therein.” Parents, they were never ours
the Lord just let us borrow them for a
time. Through any sorrow, life brings
it should bring us great joy that our
children belong to God.

Come celebrate Desi Brunty’s gradu-
ation with us. We will honor her at the

Children’s Home Monday, May 13th,
2019 from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. So many
of you have invested so much into this
young lady. Come congratulate her,
wish her well, and pray with her as she
begins to embark on the journey of
adulthood.

Please continue to pray for our po-
tential cases. They are another source
of joy and sorrow. I have been talking
with multiple families and I joy in the
encouragement I can give them in the
Lord, but I greatly sorrow when I can’t
do more, when what needs to be done
seems impossible, or when it feels like
all I’ve shared is advice. My consola-
tion is Christ and trusting that He is
keeping His promises to redeem His
people. Please contact us if you would
like for us to come to your church in
June, July, or beyond. Contact the of-
fice (601-426-3928), our Facebook page,
or my cell phone (662-605-0996).

Our Senior - Desi Brunty

Lindsey Family

You Are Invited
to a

Graduation Party
Join us for

a celebration
in honor of

Desi Brunty
On May 13, 2019 5:00

p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Hosted by

Mississippi Baptist
Children's Home

118 Lowe Rd.
Laurel, MS 39443

Snacks and Cake will
be served.

Special Emphasis for State Missions
April & May

Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi Missions

Exciting Days in the Philippines
by Stan & Donna Scroggins

Exciting things are going on at the
BMA Bible College in the Philippines.
After two and half years we’ve seemed
to have acclimated to our new life here.
Right now, it is the dry season, no rain
for over 10 weeks, so a great time to
have a “Gary, Texas” experience 8,000
miles away.  Recently we had close to
700 campers have converge on our cam-

pus.  For five days students and leaders
lived in tents, cooking their own food
and enjoying games, contest and
preaching.  Our college students get a
week off from classes to help with teach-
ing, music and games.

At the same time seven men from
Bethel Baptist Church in Fulton, Mis-
sissippi, have us to help with our con-
tinued efforts to improve our campus

buildings.  They also led in speaking to
the campers and youth discipleship
classes as well as visiting our moun-
tain church plant in Ahgu.  Last month
we welcomed Dr. Ralph Izard and the
BMMI team which provided care in a
local village.  Because of their medical
mission work in Barangay 15 we’ve
been invited to start an adult Bible
study and a children’s story time.  Next
month EIM will be here to help us with
VBS focusing on a new church plant-
ing mission there.  Pray for Genesis
Faith Merano, our new missionary to
Barangay 15 in the city of Talisay,
Negros Occidental.

Please remember all our Philippine
missionaries:  Don Newsom, Doug &
Diane Lee, Danny & Rita Ballard, Sam
& Dawn Freeman, Jimmy & Julie
Walker, Alisha & Cris Samson.  As
always thank you.  Your prayers sus-
tain us every step of the way.
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Demonism
II Corinthians 2:11

Christians have taken a tongue-in-
cheek approach to the issue of
demonism.  We should boldly and con-
fidently recognize Satan’s intimidation
and his mastery of tricks.

Can Christian People
Be Demon Possessed?

Evil forces are not discriminating
with regard to which body they may
inhabit.  If the “gate is left open”, the
demon sees this as a walk through.  We
read II Cor. 2:10-11: “To whom ye for-
give anything, I forgive also: for if I
forgave anything, to whom I forgave it,
for your sakes forgave I it in the person
of Christ; lest Satan should get an
advantage of us for we are not ignorant
of his devices.”; I Cor. 5:5: “To deliver
such an one unto Satan for the destruc-
tion of the flesh, that the spirit may be
saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.”,
and Luke 22:31 “And the Lord said,
Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath de-
sired to have you, that he may sift you
as wheat”.

The believer has the Holy Spirit
within him, so the demon force cannot
claim ownership of the Christian.  He
is still a child of God.  But the evil force

can work havoc within the life and
body, bringing evil and extreme
thoughts.  This explains why some
believers fall into such horrible sins
and how some even commit suicide.

 What is it like to
be Demon Possessed?

The demons of Satan can block out
the true consciousness of man tempo-
rarily, and speak and act through the
victim….Luke 8:26-28- “And they ar-
rived at the country of the Gadarenes,
which is over against Galilee. And when
he went forth to land, there met him
out of the city a certain man, which had
devils long time, and ware no clothes,
neither abode in any house, but in the
tombs.  When he saw Jesus, he cried
out, and fell down before him, and with
a loud voice said, ‘What have I to do
with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most
high?  I beseech thee, torment me not.’
Often the person will possess incred-
ible strength, a wild temperament, a
blasphemous tongue, a vulgar charac-
ter, and can carry out sadistic-brutal
acts.”

Some of the things to look for that
might reveal demonism are:
1. Sudden and unreasonable changes
of mood,
2. Aggressive expressions of hate and

hostility,
3. Unnatural attachment to charms,
fortune-telling and involvement in the
occult,
4. Drugs and alcohol addiction, and
5. Extreme habits of sexual immoral-
ity, perversion, evil tongues, and mock-
ery.

Can Demons Be Resisted?
Charles Swindoll, author, gives a

simple biblical process to follow:
1. “Vocally declare your faith in the

Lord Jesus Christ.  Openly acknowl-
edge that He is your Master and Lord.

2. Deny any and all allegiance to the
devil and his demonic host.

3. Claim the full armor of God, based
on Ephesians 6:10-11: ‘Finally, my
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in
the power of his might.  Put on the
whole armour of God, that ye may be
able to stand against the wiles of the
devil.’  Read the passage orally with
emphasis.

4. State firmly your resistance of
demonic influence.

James 4:7-8 is a very practical in-
struction, with hocus pocus or secret
code.  ‘Submit yourselves therefore to
God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you.  Draw nigh to God, and he
will draw nigh to you.  Cleanse your
hands, ye sinners; and purify your
hearts, ye double minded.’  It means
what it says.  We are to not allow
Satan’s forces to stay in us.  The blood
of Christ drives these forces away.”

Can I Win the War Over Satan?
There is an appropriate and victorious
thought from Revelation 12:11.  “And

they overcame him by the blood of the
Lamb and by the word of their testi-
mony; and they loved not their lives
unto the death.”  There is no need to be
afraid for we have overcoming power
through Him who died that we might
live.  In the book “Satan is Alive and
Well”, it states, “Using Jesus’ name
reminds the believer that the conquest
of Satan was Christ’s victory, we are
only conquerors because of Him.  If we
dare to step out from behind the cross
of Christ and try to battle Satan in our
own strength, we will lose!”

Writer Mark Bubeck gives
some dos and don’ts.

1.  Don’t seek information or allow
any wicked spirit to volunteer you in-
formation.

2.  Don’t assume that one victory is
the end of the warfare.

3.  Don’t rely upon bold confronta-
tion as the main way to victory, but
apply daily prayer, scripture memori-
zation, and a walk of praise toward God
to help.

4.  Do put on the whole armor of God.
5.  Do take back all ground you may

have given Satan by willful sins, and
this is done by a simple prayer of faith.

6.  Do force the wicked spirit to admit
that because you are sealed with Christ
that you and Christ have full authority
over them….Ephesians 1:21-22- “Far
above all principality, and power, and
might, and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this world,
but also in that which is to come.  And
hath put all things under his feet, and
gave him to be the head over all things
to the church.”

Lifeword Sunday
by Holly Meriweather

This will be my sixth year at Lifeword
and my sixth Lifeword Sunday to be a
part of.  The dedication of our church
representatives (Team Lifeword) makes
what I do at Lifeword a daily blessing.
As Director of Church Connections,
I’m honored to serve our churches and
her members as they fulfill their Great
Commission calling through media.

Here are some important things to
know as you plan 2019 Lifeword Sun-
day:

Date: October 20
First day for registration and T-shirt
sales on lifeword.org: May 17
Y-shirt prices: $14 for S/S, $20 for L/S

Available sizes:
S/S Youth: S, M, L
S/S Adult: S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL,

XXXXL
L/S Adult: S, M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL
T-shirts will be available at the na-

tional meeting, GMA Camp and SOAR.
Call soon to schedule a Lifeword

staff person to speak to your church,
auxiliary, or group. Sunday dates are
filling up quickly!

A 2019 Lifeword Sunday packet will
be sent to your church August 1, so be
watching for it and get it to your Team

Lifeword leader.
As we prepare for Lifeword Sunday

on October 20, your Lifeword team is
excited to celebrate what God is doing
around the world. Last year, we were
anticipating how the Lifeword Cloud
would reach more people with the gos-
pel; this year we can tell you how God
is working through your media minis-
try to do just that.

On or around October 20, we hope
your church will join BMA churches
around the world in learning about,
praying for and giving to Lifeword. For
information, please go to Lifeword’s
Facebook to find shareable videos and
blogs. Even more information can be
found in our monthly newsletter. Sign
up for it by sending me your email
address (holly@lifeword.org).

September 4, 2018, is the day that
changed Lifeword’s ministry forever!
We want you to be just as excited as we
are, so if you’re not sure what I’m
talking about, please contact me, and
I’ll get you started. The first step is to
find a Team Lifeword leader in your
church to coordinate your Lifeword
Sunday celebration, then I’ll help with
the rest.

For more information, call 501-205-
1127  or email me at holly@lifeword.org.

“Since we last talked, we have in-
creased the capacity for students at
Banlung,” said John. “Now, there’s
about 16 students there. When they
stay, it allows them to go to school, and
it also allows us to disciple and equip
them.”

A man named Bro. Yoseph, a pastor
that the Pages discipled, now runs the
center for students at Banlung. Along
with teaching students how to play
musical instruments, Bro. Yoseph
equips them to reach their villages for
the Lord.

Overall, in the ministry to Cambo-
dia, the Pages say that the youth have
excelled greatly.

“They’re the ones who know their
national language,” said John. “We have

a few adults, about 12, who attend the
In Village church, but we have about
70-80 youth and children. On Wednes-
day, the youth even teach their own
lesson.”

John explained that, early on, they
have taught the Cambodian people that
if you’re doing something, have some-
one with you. Always be training some-
one else. Always have a partner and
invest in their lives.

“This concept has been very positive
for us in this ministry,” concluded John.

Would you pray for John, Louela,
and their daughter Gracia as they con-
tinue to raise up leaders in Cambodia?
Also, pray for them as they will soon
welcome a fourth member in to the
Page family.

Gospel by Ox Cart
from front page

1.4 Million Unsaved or Unchurched
inMississippi

State Missions Special Emphasis - May 2019
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cause us to look to Him for guidance
and strength! Abraham was asked by
God to go to a land that he would show
him. So Abraham obeyed and pursued
God’s will. It took him to a completely
different location. It was there that
God made him to be the Father of the
Chosen Jewish nation. We can always
trust God when change comes about!
He has a plan for what is happening!

3. Have Appropriate Conversations
It’s no secret that churches have

committees and leaders who make de-
cisions. Churches vote based upon the
recommendations of these people.
When drastic changes are being rec-
ommended that affect your area of
ministry, it’s time to sit down and have
conversations to help you understand

what’s happening and why. It’s not
inappropriate to ask the right leaders
questions to help you understand what
the core issues are that are driving the
changes. Perhaps when you hear what’s
behind it all you will be perfectly fine
with them. Or… if they hear your side
of how drastically it will impact the
youth ministry, they will change their
mind about it all. But be prepared,
many leaders do not value youth min-
istry as much as you will or parents in
the church. The conversations may not
help at all… then… refer back to #1.

4. Make Your Own Changes
When budgets have been cut or

people have left your ministry, it’s time
to evaluate what you have to do in
order to keep the main things in your

Ministering To Young People
from page 3

ministry functioning. If it’s a budget
change that’s affecting you, you will
have to cut things from your ministry
that are non-essential. Prioritize and
make the necessary changes! If you
have lost key people, look for the next
man up that can make an impact on
your teens! Bottom line, ministry that
stays the same all the time doesn’t
produce true ministry fruit. Change is
necessary so that you and the ministry
itself is not stagnant! So… when
changes hits, make your own changes
and I am sure you will see a blessing
from it though it’s hard to do!

I must say one other thing here. On
a rare occasion, the change you have to
make is moving on. It’s hard for me to
speak on this point… My Dad warned
me when I first entered ministry. He
told me when I first started out that in
the course of my ministry life, eventu-
ally I would face a time when I realized
I needed to leave a church. Why, be-

cause of changes that occur that I could
not tolerate based upon principles and
truth. That time came for me after 22
years into ministry. It was hard for me
to pull that trigger and move on. I
didn’t want to hurt the teens involved.
Ultimately, I knew it had to be done.
It’s the hardest “change” you will make.
Before you make a change to move on,
you better make sure it’s for rock solid
reasons and not just something you
want to do because you can’t accept
common changes in life and ministry.
Moving on is a last resort when all your
options are gone and it’s certain there
is no other path for you.

Ultimately, with any change, small
or major, you will see that God orches-
trates all the affairs of men, and you
can rest in that sure fact!
Lee is a church planter in Southhaven,
Mississippi. He is a pastor and former
youth minister and may be contacted at
anders.lee571@gmail.com

proclaimed Himself to be. We are look-
ing forward to special activities at
Mother’s Day and to the Vacation Bible
School in mid-July. Bro. Sidney Farmer
and some from South Forrest Baptist
Church will be coming to help with the
VBS outreach and activities. We are
delighted that they are coming.  Reach-
ing younger families has been hard for
us, so we are prayerful that this effort
will attract some interest. Pray for us
as we continue to minister to people in
the Batesville/Oxford area.  Pray that
doors will be opened, and walls of resis-
tance broken down as we seek to share
the Gospel of Christ with those in great-
est need of God’s saving grace. Bless-
ings to you all,” - Dr. Kenneth Pollock
and the good folks of Midway Baptist
Mission.

Report on BMA of Mississippi
Hispanic Missions

“For I delivered unto you first of all
that which I received, how that Christ
died for our sins according to the scrip-
tures; and that he was buried, and that
he rose again the third day according
to the scriptures”  1 Cor. 15:3,4.  “What
a blessing from the scriptures that give
us a great reason to celebrate to our
Lord Jesus! He Lives! The Hispanic
Missions continue to grow in every
field that the Lord opens doors in Mis-
sissippi and to celebrate Easter service
early Sunday morning.

Way, Truth and Life Hispanic Mis-
sion in Oxford reports good attendance
in Easter service, over 35 people wor-
shiped together.

El Camino Mission Biloxi reports 14
in worship service on Sundays and
planning to start a new small group for
ladies.

El Camino Mission in Canton, Mis-
sissippi, where Bro. Lucas Gomez is

Missions Report
from page 5

the Missionary, reports great news from
the field, an average of 14 people in
their small group attendance, one per-
son saved, four people discipled and
they are very nervous and excited at
the same time, because Bro. Lucas and
his wife are expecting a new baby in
the month of May. Please remember
them in your prayers.

El Camino Mission at Hattiesburg,
Bro. Leo Adan, Missionary, reported

that they recently celebrated their 8th
Anniversary.  They had an excellent
service with Pastor Humberto Regalado
from Way, Truth and Life Hispanic
Mission in Tupelo as the guest speaker.
Bro. Leo reported good attendance in
Easter Service.  They held their service
at Paul B. Johnson State Park. They
had several visitors, and three people
were saved. Please pray for Bro. Leo

and his wife because they are also
expecting a new baby girl in the month
of May.

El Camino Hispanic Church at Lau-
rel reports good average in worship
services in the last month, three people
were saved, and they had a great Eas-
ter Service. They presented a Resur-
rection Drama. There were over 135
people in attendance at this service to
celebrate the good news that Jesus
Lives.

Thanks for your continued prayers
and support for the Hispanic Missions
in the BMA of MS. May God Bless
every one of you, in Christ.” - Estuardo
Marroquin, Hispanic Missions Man-
ager

Report from Bro. Ed DuVall
“Things are beginning to look prom-

ising once again. Over the past three
years I have been building a friendship
with a brother from Carolina. I had
been trying to get him to move here
and become part of our work. Finally,
he stepped out on faith and moved to
Jackson. Since his arrival, he has be-
gun to do the work of church planting.
He has a core group of twelve adults
and several children. I am excited and
hopeful for prospects of working with
Brother Karin Dobuso. Pray that God
will give me the wisdom and discern-
ment to make good decisions. We have
begun to look for a temporary facility
for worship. HomeStretch is continu-
ing to be strong even in the midst of
this Laodicean age.” – Bro. Ed DuVall,
Coordinator of African American Mis-
sions

Report from Day Star
Baptist Church at Sumrall

“God continues to bless Day Star
Baptist Church, and we are thankful
for His blessings upon us! We have
recently had a couple join the church,
and it has been exciting to work with
this couple for the past few weeks and
answer the questions they had about

Day Star Baptist Church after final touches

El Camino in Hattiesburg
celebrates its 8th anniversary

Bro. Leo and the folks of El Camino in
Hattiesburg, hold Easter services at Paul B.
Johnson State Park

salvation. The blessing of it all was to
see Chris come to the point of trusting
in Jesus as his personal Savior while
his wife was needing guidance in being
assured of her salvation. These two
will be baptized in May along with
several others. We are continuing our
discipleship with several individuals
who have recently joined the church,
as well. There have been improvements
made to the property such as flower
beds being planted and sod being laid.
God has truly been good to us! Thanks
again to everyone for your prayers and
support!” Phillip Burns, Pastor


