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Hosted by State Mission Project
Mississippi Midyear Meeting Set

by Justin Rhodes, President
BMA of Mississippi

On Tuesday, May 22, the Baptist Missionary Association of
Mississippi will convene at Central Church in Southaven, Missis-
sippi,  at 9:30 am. The Brotherhood and WMA
will meet on Monday evening, May 21, at 7:00.
Make plans to participate. Worshiping and
fellowshipping together with our brothers and
sisters in Christ is always a great blessing. On
Tuesday morning, Bro. Jason Goodwin, pastor
of First Baptist Church of Shady Grove in
Laurel, will bring the message, and Bro. Jer-
emy Wilkerson always does a fantastic job of
coordinating the music for our meeting.

This year we have the wonderful opportunity
to meet together in the new facilities of one of
our church plants. Bro. Anders Lee and the people of Central are
looking forward to hosting this meeting and I hope that you will
show up in support of this great work in the northern most part of
our state.

Thank you for allowing me the honor and privilege of serving as
the President of our great association. Together we can do more
than we could ever do apart. I believe that God is doing a great work
in and through the ministries of the BMA of Mississippi. I hope to
see you in Southaven on May 21-22.

Editor's Note: Information and Instructions from Central Church
Pastor Anders Lee listed on page 4.

Justin Rhodes

CHURCH DISCIPLINE

Survey Shows Churches Rarely Reprimand Members
BaptistPressBaptistPressBaptistPressBaptistPressBaptistPress—When former
Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley
was accused last year of using
public funds to cover up an af-
fair with one of his aides, he ran
afoul of the law.

Then he may have also gotten
in trouble at church.

The former gover-
nor and the aide—
also a church mem-
ber—left their church
after details of their
relationship become
public. Court docu-
ments claim both
were asked to leave
the church.

The church’s pas-
tor refused to discuss church
discipline with the press. He did
confirm last year that the two
were no longer part of the
church.

If the church asked Bentley
to leave, his case would be fairly
rare. Few churches have disci-
plined their members for mis-
conduct, according to a new study

from Nashville-based LifeWay
Research.

More than 8 in 10 Protestant
senior pastors say their church
has not disciplined a member in
the past year. More than half
say they don’t know of a case
when someone has been disci-

plined.
“It’s one of the topics that

churches rarely talk about,” said
Scott McConnell, executive di-
rector of LifeWay Research.

Church reprimandsChurch reprimandsChurch reprimandsChurch reprimandsChurch reprimands
few and far betweenfew and far betweenfew and far betweenfew and far betweenfew and far between

Two Bible passages in par-
ticular deal with the question of

church discipline and how to
respond to misconduct by church
members. In Matthew 18, Jesus
tells his followers to go to offend-
ers in private and ask them to
mend their ways. If that fails,
the passage says to bring one or
two witnesses and, if that fails,

then bring the matter
to the whole church
for discipline. The
hope is that wrongdo-
ers would repent and
be restored.
A similar passage in

First Corinthians
tells readers not to
associate with some-
one who claims to be a

Christian but “is sexually im-
moral or greedy, an idolater or
verbally abusive, a drunkard or
a swindler.”

McConnell says in general,
church discipline would apply
when offenders refuse to ac-

Cruise Leadership Track to Teach About Followership
During the 2018 Church

Leaders Cruise, men and women
from across the country gath-
ered to rest, relax, and recharge
while sailing on the sunny Car-
ibbean. They participated in
ministry tracks, which included
the Inspiration track, Family
Ministry track, and Leadership
Skills track.

This coming year, Dr. Timo-
thy Paul Jones will be conduct-
ing the Leadership Skills track,
in which he will be teaching
from his new book, The God
Who Goes Before You, which
talks about pastoral leadership
as Christ-centered followership.

“The idea is that to be a leader
is ultimately to be a follower,”
said Dr. Jones. “If you follow
well, you will lead well.”

In this session, attenders will
think through leadership as
followership, since, ultimately,

godly leaders will be following
after Christ.

“In some sense,” continued
Dr. Jones, “instead of people fol-
lowing us, people need to follow
Christ through us. It’s not about
people following me, it’s about

equipping them to follow Christ
through me.”

This year’s Leadership Skills
track sessions will build on last
year’s track by appealing to a
broad range of people. Dr.
Jones’s concepts not only work
for the lead pastor of a church,
but also for a person in their
line of work, whatever that may
be. Additionally, the research
found in The God Who Goes
Before You is brand new and
filled with fresh ideas for the
Christian leader.

“The track will be about
church leadership, but the con-
cepts will apply in other areas of

continued on page 6

life also,” explained Dr. Jones.
“The material is broader in scope
of usefulness, and hopefully it
will be helpful to a broad range of
people.”

According to Dr. Jones, this
conference is the type of confer-
ence he would want to take his
church to when he was a pastor.

“It is a lot of fun!” he quipped.
“It’s a good balance of reflection,
content, and relaxation. There’s
time to rest, but also time to be
engaged.”

If you would like more infor-
mation about the Church Lead-
ers Cruise 2019, visit
discipleguide.org/cruise.
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Ministering To Young People
by Anders Lee

If you try to do everything
on your own, you aren’t
following the wisdom of

inspired scripture!
Anders Lee

May 8, 2018 - 9:30 AM
Hopewell Baptist Church

Fulton, Mississippi

Make plans now to attend!

2018 North Mississippi
Senior Adult Conference

How to Avoid Burnout!

team of leaders and workers. If you
don’t have one, you need to develop one!
You can’t do this alone. Scripture proves
that. When Paul wrote to the
Corinthians about spiritual gifts, he
told the church that they were like a
body that had many parts. If the body
was missing a part, the rest of the body
would suffer from it.

If you try to do everything on your
own, you aren’t following the wisdom of
inspired scripture! You are destined to
get burnt out. I’m not saying that you
should be the King on your throne (some
youth guys get that way) delegating and
doing nothing. No, not at all, you should
lead by example and do your part! But,
yes… delegate and use your team faith-
fully, and you will see many more things
happen in the life of your group!

4. Have Close Friends!4. Have Close Friends!4. Have Close Friends!4. Have Close Friends!4. Have Close Friends!
Some people don’t think

ministry leaders should have
people close to them.
Paaaaaleeese!!! They
haven’t paid close atten-
tion to scripture if that’s
the case. You are HUMAN!
You need a close buddy, a con-
fidant, someone you can let
your hair down with! Some-
one you can laugh with and blow off the
steam of stress with.

In scripture, I see Paul hanging with
Priscilla & Aquila. They were his friends,
ministry companions, and a rock to
stand with! I also see Jesus. There is no
denying that many times He was eating
with friends, as Mark 14 says. He had
the 12 apostles, yes, but He also had the
inner circle of three that were close to

Elijah, one of the greatest prophets in
the Old Testament and who experi-
enced one of the all-time “highs” ever
recorded, experienced burnout! Imme-
diately following seeing the fires of God
fall on the altar he built, he had one lady
speak ill will of him, and BOOM… he
hit an all-time “low.” How did that
happen? We could all debate the factors
involved, but that’s for a different ar-
ticle. The fact is, it happened. Classic
burnout after an epic mountain top
experience.

As I look back
at some of the
great moments
in my own min-
istry, I’ve expe-
rienced the same
thing. Sure, it
was different the
way it happened,
but it has hap-
pened. Anyone who has been in minis-
try for any length of time will experi-
ence those times. There will be the
proverbial “Ministry Monday” when you
resign in your mind after a bad Sunday.
Then you will go through a period of
time when it seems all is vain.

Sometimes, you get emotionally dis-
couraged, physically drained, and spiri-
tually defeated. The question is, how
can you avoid that in youth ministry…
in any ministry? I could give you the
“cliché” answer… “Brother, you’ve got
to walk with the Lord!” That is true,
and I would never in a 100 years dimin-
ish the importance of it. Yet, there are
men who do that and still hit “burnout.”
Here are a few pointers that I’ve learned
from personal experience.

1. Be Intentional about Down Time!1. Be Intentional about Down Time!1. Be Intentional about Down Time!1. Be Intentional about Down Time!1. Be Intentional about Down Time!
It’s no secret that you need personal

time; and your wife and family needs
you too! I’m so glad that Dr. Kevin
Clayton taught me that when I was on
staff at Calvary in Horn Lake, Missis-
sippi, with him. He made me choose a
day to be “off” during the week. I chose
Monday. I was always worn out after a
long weekend of ministry work… and
ministry is WORK despite some people’s
opinion of what pastor’s do. I was in the

office or out doing ministry Tuesday –
Friday 8 to 5 everyday otherwise, and
Sundays … wow Sundays were always
long and hard... and many times Satur-
days involved half a day of doing some-
thing for someone in the church. But
Monday… it was time for me, Carla and
my kiddos!

You also need vacation time. GET
AWAY!!! Take off two or three weeks a
year! Yes, you read that right. You need
refreshing sabbaticals like everyone
else. That church will be there when

you get back! By the way, they need to
hear preaching from someone different
than you too! If you don’t get away, you
won’t be able to be who you need to be for
them the rest of the year!

The church should understand this
and consider sending you away once a
year for a ministry conference or retreat
for new training or just time away.
Remember, God rested one day after all
His work, and you should too. So ob-
serve the principal of the Sabbath and
don’t let people guilt you about it.

2. Don’t Make Mountains2. Don’t Make Mountains2. Don’t Make Mountains2. Don’t Make Mountains2. Don’t Make Mountains
out of Mole Hills!out of Mole Hills!out of Mole Hills!out of Mole Hills!out of Mole Hills!

You will have to realize that some
things just aren’t worth stewing over
and getting yourself work up about.
Most “bad things” that happen in min-
istry are temporary situations. Things
like attendance, complaints from teens
or their parents, petty divisions in the
youth, or one negative comment from
some older member of the church about
how crazy the youth group is. Faith-
fully deal with anything as best you
can, but don’t worry yourself to death
over that “mole hill.”

3. Depend on Your Team!3. Depend on Your Team!3. Depend on Your Team!3. Depend on Your Team!3. Depend on Your Team!
Every youth ministry should have a

Him (Peter, James & John). John
seemed to be the most “beloved” of them
all.

Listen, if Paul and Jesus had friends,
you need them too! Be a friend to every-
one, but have close friends! When you
hit a tough spot, they will be there for
you!

5. Don’t Let People’s5. Don’t Let People’s5. Don’t Let People’s5. Don’t Let People’s5. Don’t Let People’s
Expectations Drive You!Expectations Drive You!Expectations Drive You!Expectations Drive You!Expectations Drive You!

There are always those two or three
people in a group, in a church, who seem
to nominate themselves to be the con-
scious mind of the church. They like to
pass by you at church and make state-
ments that seem to indicate you could
be doing better. They ask questions

about the way things are; or
they reminisce around you
about Bro. “So&So” and how
it was when he was here.
It’s a shame that folks get
that way, or are that way.
They probably don’t spend a
moment on their knees for
you and the ministry. Con-
sider the source and keep
moving.
As long as you are indeed

walking with the Lord and
following the leadership of the

Holy Spirit, God can take care of them,
and YOU! Follow Him, don’t let people’s
short sighted thoughts drive what you
do for the Lord!

I pray this will help you and encour-
age you! Until next time, PRESS ON!!!
Lee is a church planter in Southhaven,
Mississippi. He is a pastor and former
youth minister and may be contacted at
anders.lee571@gmail.com

2018

National Day of Prayer

Breakfast

May 3, 2018            FREE!                 7:30 a.m.

Southeastern Baptist College Gym 

Keynote Speaker: MS Representative

Donnie Scoggin

RSVP how many are coming in your party

By TEXTING (601-498-8832) 
(but if you make a last minute decision,

please come!)
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Dr. Scott Carson
President

4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Southeastern Baptist College Serving Christ
With A Biblical World View
In A Christian Atmosphere

President’s Perspective
Woohoo! We have a team for the re-

start of the SBC Chargers basketball
program! In only 90 days, our coach,
Brad Phillips, has successfully recruited
19 freshman students who will enter
Southeastern Baptist College classes this
fall! And, the recruiting efforts continue
to grow and expand. The Lord’s hand is
on SBC!

Some have had legitimate questions
as to why the emphasis on sports? Has
SBC lost its focus and calling as a Bible
college? The answer is soundly, NO! We
have not lost our focus and calling.

As stated above, we are restarting the
sports program. So, this is not a new
initiative. Southeastern Baptist College
had a magnificent basketball program
30 years ago. In fact, the team won the
national title in their league! We want to
continue this legacy!

Southeastern Baptist College cannot
continue to exist without an influx of
students and we are leveraging our legacy
in sports to recruit new undergraduates.
Every college must place recruiting as a
top priority in order to grow and become
the institution God has called it to be.
Notice I said “a top priority” and not “the”
priority!

The number one priority of this insti-
tution is to remain focused and grounded
upon the name of Jesus Christ! He is the
reason this school was founded and why
it continues today. In growing our stu-
dent population, I will ensure SBC re-
mains firmly grounded upon our doctri-
nal statement.

This brings me to
another important
point. Every student
accepted into this col-
lege must be a profess-
ing Christian. As part
of their matriculation,
students provide writ-
ten testimony as to
their conversion expe-
rience and references
are provided from
those who can attest to their Christian
character. This is done before a student
is accepted into our academic program.
One might observe over time that not all
of these students will be stellar or ma-
ture in their faith.  And, again, I have
verified that this is also nothing new in
the history of SBC. Part of our mission is
to help young believers grow towards
maturity in their faith. It is what we do.
We “Equip the Saints”. In order to facili-

National Day of Prayer BreakfastNational Day of Prayer BreakfastNational Day of Prayer BreakfastNational Day of Prayer BreakfastNational Day of Prayer Breakfast
For the second year, Southeastern

Baptist College is hosting a FREE prayer
breakfast for the greater Laurel commu-
nity. The event is May 3, 2018 and begins
at 7:30 a.m.  Numerous churches in the
local area are in support of this annual
nation-wide event. This year’s keynote
speaker is Mississippi Representative
Donny Scoggin. Come join us as we
gather together in prayer for our com-
munity and country! TEXT the number
of those in your party attending to 601-
498-8832. We are inviting the general
population onto our turf! Let’s have a
strong showing of hospitality by the local
BMA churches on this special day! See
the flyer for additional information.

Graduation ExercisesGraduation ExercisesGraduation ExercisesGraduation ExercisesGraduation Exercises
Congratulations to the graduating

class of 2018! You are cordially invited to
attend commencement exercises that will
be held in the Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege gymnasium on May 17, 2018. This
year’s guest speaker is retired Missis-
sippi Senator, pastor, and alumnus,

tate their growing in Christ, we will
establish weekly Bible studies and Chris-
tian fellowships. I am already in discus-
sion with one of our BMA pastors who
has extensive sports ministry background
as well as the local chapter of the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes.

I must be honest. I was not sure if
there would be enough students found to
even start a sports program. “O ye of
little faith!” The Lord has blessed even
though I held personal reservations. I
praise the Lord for His faithfulness and
for His clear confirmation that we are
moving in the right direction for South-
eastern Baptist College!

Now, there are many challenges ahead
as we continue to pursue the revival of
the sports program. Some are obvious.
We need money and volunteer talent so
that we can continue to renovate the
inside and outside of our dormitories. We
have to purchase an additional HVAC
unit and install duct work in the up-
stairs of the boy’s dorm. We need to
renovate parts of the gym and bath-
rooms. We will be resurfacing the floor to
bring it up to current collegiate stan-
dards. We need training equipment and
uniforms. We will need transportation to
away games. We have to figure out how

to feed these students who will be living
on campus. We paid $2500 this week for
application to join the National Chris-
tian College Athletic Association. There
are numerous other expenses yet to be
discovered!

We need corporate sponsorship in sup-
port of all these requirements. Do you
know of a business that may be inter-
ested in supporting these fine Christian
athletes as they represent our Lord Jesus
Christ and SBC? If so, they may contact
Coach Brad Phillips, Tuesday through
Thursday at 601-426-6346 to discuss
what priority is in need of support.

As I see these exciting initiatives gain-
ing momentum a verse comes to mind,
“For a great door and effectual is opened
unto me…” 1 Corinthians 16:9a. In this
verse the Apostle Paul tells the
Corinthian Christians that he has recog-
nized a tremendous opportunity that the
Lord initiated for spreading the gospel
and for ministry. I believe this is what we
have here at Southeastern! The Spirit of
the Lord is moving! We have recognized
His work and His leading and, we are
following Him into the future for the
glory of God! The ministry opportunities
are clear and exciting! I pray you recog-
nize the same! Do you know of any
students wanting to join the Chargers?
Point them our way. Financial aid is
available for those who qualify. Contact
Coach Brad Phillips at 601-426-6346.
   Equipping the Saints!
   Dr. Carson

Phillip Gandy. The following students
are completing their degree work and
will receive their hard earned diplomas:

Bachelor of Science in
Church Ministries:

Ecclesiastes Thessalonians Goodwin
Thomas Wesley Martin
Jeremy Wilkerson

Associate of Arts in Business:
Hannah Elizabeth Mayerhoff

Associate of Arts in General Education:
Lindsey Brooke Walker

Dorm RenovationDorm RenovationDorm RenovationDorm RenovationDorm Renovation
Our new recruiter will fill our dorms

with new students! Because many of the
rooms and common areas have been
unoccupied for a while, there is great
need to bring them back to acceptable
standards. Can you be of help? Do you
have materials, or talent, or monetary
donations to designate toward this
project? Give us a call at 601-426-6346 or
send Justin Rhodes a note at
pastorjustinrhodes@gmail.com.

Free Tuition?Free Tuition?Free Tuition?Free Tuition?Free Tuition?
Yes! And if I were you, I would not

hesitate to take advantage of God’s gra-
cious gift of a college education at one of
the finest Christian institutions in the
United States!  Thinking about taking
courses in the Fall? There are several

scholarship op-
portunities avail-
able for our stu-
dent body that
supporters of the
school have gra-
ciously provided.
In addition, if you
are a BMA minis-
ter, there are
scholarships spe-
cially set aside
that are available
for you! Our re-
cruiter, Brad
Phillips, has all
the information
you need to sign
up for classes or
contact Ginny
Singleton regarding financial aid. Both
can be reached at 601-426-6346.

Carson’s ArmyCarson’s ArmyCarson’s ArmyCarson’s ArmyCarson’s Army
Brother Chris Floyd “Wants You!.” He

invites you to enlist in Carson’s Army!
This enlistment includes a pledge at
various levels of rank representing their
ability to give toward Southeastern Bap-
tist College. If you feel led of the Lord to
enlist, call 601-426-6346 today! Please
refer to the “Carson’s Army” giving chart
in this publication.

A Golden Opportunity!A Golden Opportunity!A Golden Opportunity!A Golden Opportunity!A Golden Opportunity!
SBC possesses the 2018 Gold Award

level as a military friendly college! Have
you served in America’s armed forces?
Then you probably have Veterans Ad-
ministration tuition benefits that you
can use toward a free education right
here at SBC. I urge you to contact your
local VA representative for an evaluation
of your benefits. You earned them! And
remember, many benefits are now fully
transferable to family members. SBC
has numerous students receiving VA
assistance for both online and in-class-
room tuition.

Have Bible, Will Travel
“Preach the word...” 2 Timothy 4:2. I

am ready to fill your pulpit! If you are in
need of a guest preacher or request a
personal report on the college, contact
me at 601-433-4736 or at
scarson@southeasternbaptist.edu

Dr. Carson providing a brief the history of Southeastern Baptist College
at the BMA of America national meeting in Jackson, Mississippi. Alumni
were recognized for their contribution in the legacy of school’s 70th
anniversary.

continued on page 8
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Directions, Suggestions, Arrangements & Plans
Central Church, Southaven looks
forward to hosting Midyear Meeting

by Pastor Anders Lee
We are thrilled to be hosting

the Midyear Meeting, May 21 &
22, 2018. We are fully prepared
to accommodate you all. Here's
the plan:

For hotel accommodations we
recommend the Holiday Inn lo-
cated in Southaven. The address
is 280 Marathon Way,
Southaven, MS 38671. Call
ahead to get a reservation. Their
phone number is 662-349-0444.
The group rate offer that we
previously arranged expired on
April 15th.

To get to the hotel from I-55,
one would exit I-55 on exit #289.
Go east (right) off exit on
Goodman Road, turn right onto
Airways Blvd. Turn left onto
Marathon Way. The hotel is on
the left.

To get to the hotel from Hwy

78. Exit off Hwy 78 onto
Goodman Road Exit. Go west
(left) on Goodman Road, and
travel approximately 16 miles
to Elmore Road. Take a left onto
Elmore Road. Then turn right
onto Marathon Way. The hotel
is on the right.

If you do not choose to stay at
Holiday Inn, we do NOT recom-
mend that you reserve a hotel
west of I-55.

Our church is located at 7100
Getwell Road in Southaven. It is
approximately 3.2 miles from
the hotel. To get to our church
from hotel, go east on Marathon
Way to Elmore Road. Turn left
on Elmore, then right on
Goodman Road. Travel around
2.6 miles to Getwell Road. Turn
left onto Getwell Road and the
church is almost immediately
on the right. You will see the
church from the intersection of
Goodman and Getwell Roads.

Monday evening, May 21st,
the WMA will meet in the main
sanctuary at the church. The
Brotherhood will be set up out
front. Our staff will be available
to help each group.

On Tuesday, we have lunch
arranged for at Jason's Deli,
which is in very close proximity
to the church. Those who attend
the meeting will be able to get
directions to the restaurant from
our hostess. The lunch will be-
gin at 12:30 PM.
My personal number is 901-343-
3293. Please feel free to call me
if I can help in any way.

There are a large variety of
restaurants along Goodman
Road and Airways for you to
enjoy. For those who may be
interested in shopping, the brand
new Tanger Outlet Mall is ac-
cessed from I-55 off exit 287 at
Church Road exit. Memphis is a
mere 15 minutes away and has
many attractions if you choose
to have an extended stay.

We are looking forward to
seeing you all!

Losing Loved Ones and Friends
We send our condolences to those listed below who have recently

lost loved ones. It is certainly a sad experience, but also a glorious
reality that those who know Christ as Savior are home resting in
His loving arms. The families of Dorothy Wright, Gladys Ainsworth,
and Lanell Walker are in our prayers. May God's presence and
mercy sustain them.

Lanell WalkerLanell WalkerLanell WalkerLanell WalkerLanell Walker
My wife and I came to Laurel and began working at Southeast-

ern College in 1980. Lanell was there as the head of the music
program. She was a friendly and happy individual.

She related to the students extremely well and developed a very
talented choir and performing group. We traveled together with the
"Cornerstones" when visiting our churches and promoting the
ministry of Southeastern Baptist College. Lanell Walker's talent
and dedication to her students and to SBC was a valuable asset to
the ministry of the college.

Former Southeastern
College Professor
Passes Away

Olivia Lanell Walker was born
February 7, 1955 and passed
away on March 29, 2018. Lanell
served for a number of years on
the staff of Southeastern Bap-
tist College as head of the music
department. She was instru-
mental is establishing a quality
music program and developing
the skills of a number of stu-
dents under her instruction. She
was a very talented and dedi-
cated individual.

Lanell received her Masters
in music from William Carey
College, Hattiesburg. A very
talented musician, she previ-
ously played for the Northeast
Show Choir and owned Lanell’s
Melody Lab.

Funeral services were held
Saturday, March 21, 2018 at
Open Door Church, Soso, Mis-
sissippi. She is survived by her
three brothers Marvin (Cecelia)
Walker of Moselle, Howard
Walker of Aberdeen, Maryland,
and James (Liz) of Soso. She is
also survived by a number of
nieces and nephews.

Dorothy Wright
Dorothy Rose Wright, 90,

passed away Saturday, April 14,
2018, in Fulton, Mississippi. She
was born March 27, 1928, to
Lloyd and Lottie Bell Hall. She
was a member of Bethel Baptist

Church in Dorsey. She served
faithfully beside her husband,
Rev. Milton Wright, wherever
the Lord put them. She was an
accomplished seamstress and es-
pecially loved making quilts. She
also loved canning food from the
garden and cooking for her fam-
ily.

Services were held Monday,
April 16, at the McNeece-Morris
Funeral Home Chapel in Fulton
with Dr. Kevin Clayton and Bro.
Roger Akers officiating.

Survivors include her three
daughters, Kathryn Howington
of Tupelo, Sylvia Rankin (Den-
nis) of Mobile, Alabama, and
Wanda Craven (Ralph) of Lau-
rel; seven grandchildren,
Rebecca, Greg, Rachel, Robert,
Ronald, Amanda, and Jason; 19
great-grandchildren; her sister,
Geraldine Kimble (Billy Joe);
her sister-in-law, Lois Wright;
and many friends.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Bro. Milton
Wright; her parents; and one
sister, Irene Senter.

Gladys Ainsworth
Gladys Annette Ainsworth,

was born July 7,
1939 and passed
away on April
20, 2018. Fu-
neral services
were held
W e d n e s d a y ,
April 25, 2018 at
Colonial Chapel

Funeral Home of Laurel and
conducted by Bro. Leon
Carmical, Bro. Wayne Rice and
Bro. Brent Benson.

Mrs. Ainsworth was a loving
and caring Christian lady with
a gentle soul. She was a devoted
and loving wife, mother, grand-
mother and great grandmother.
Through the years, as her hus-
band, Bro. Virgil Ainsworth,
served the Lord through preach-
ing His word, she followed and
served by playing the piano. She
loved to play the piano and could
play those old-fashioned gospel
hymns.

Survivors include her hus-
band, Virgil T. Ainsworth, Lau-
rel, MS; children, Pam Davis
(Brent), Laurel, MS, Paula
Tolbert (Mike), Chelsea, AL, Joey
Ainsworth (Christy), Laurel,
MS; grandchildren, Kennedy
Howard (Jonathan), Chelsea,
AL, Savannah Davis, Madison,
MS, Laurel Tolbert, Auburn,
AL, Nathan Tolbert, Chelsea,
AL; great grandchildren, Koast
Tolbert and Porter Howard, sib-

lings, Faye Boyles (Sherman),
Waynesboro, MS, Betty
Williamson (Hance), Sumrall,
MS, D.K. Banks (Bruce), Clara,
MS, Linda Williams (Edward),
Ellisville, MS, Connie Butler
(Derry), Laurel, MS, Becky Pitts
(Daron), Laurel, MS and Bob
Bush (Teresa), Laurel, MS.

Gladys
Ainsworth

Big Creek Association
Brotherhood and WMA

The Big Creek Brotherhood and
WMA will hold their quarterly
meeting at Shiloh Baptist Church
near Mt. Olive on Monday, May 7,
2018 at 7:00 pm. Churches are
urged to attend.

Oak Grove Asso.  May 17
The next meeting of the Oak

Grove Missionary Baptist Asso-
ciation will be held at Calvary
Baptist Church in Purvis on May
17. The time for food and fellow-
ship will begin shortly after 6:00
with the Associational meeting
beginning at 7:00. Each church is
urged to elect messengers to at-
tend this meeting.

Ed Steele, Reporter
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Bob & Edie BurchWesley & Holley
Martin

Anders & Carla
Lee

Estuardo &
Yasmine Marroquin

Ed & Patricia
DuVall

State Missionaries and Wives

www.bmams.org - 601.428.8616
Larry Geraldson

Director

Kenneth & Carole
Pollock

Bobby & Lesa
Elliott

Danny & Brenda
Bartlett

Sidney & Becky
Farmer

Phillip & Dawn
Burns

Dale & Celia
Broome

Will & Kelly
Hutchinson

1.4 Million People are
Unchurched or Unsaved

In

I want to continue to encourage you
to participate in our Special Emphasis
for State Missions during April and
May. I sincerely hope that your church
will prayerfully consider setting a goal
to help us reach our Special Emphasis
Goal of $25,000.00.

Our budget is built upon the expecta-
tions of consistent support by our
churches throughout the year and a
healthy Special Emphasis offering.
Special Emphasis is not extra for us,
but rather it is a part of our normal
operating needs.  I want to commend
our churches for the regular and rou-
tine financial support and encourage
you to help us with a good Special
Emphasis offering.

WWWWWill you help usill you help usill you help usill you help usill you help us
reach them?reach them?reach them?reach them?reach them?

My pledge to you, as always, is that
we will continue to seek ways to im-
prove our efficiency in handling your
missions offerings.  To that end, I can
report to you that we are maintaining
an efficiency rating right at 90/10 for
the year. This means that 90% of the
offerings we receive for missions, go
directly to our missionaries.

Missions & EvangelismMissions & EvangelismMissions & EvangelismMissions & EvangelismMissions & Evangelism
ConferenceConferenceConferenceConferenceConference

I hope you will plan to attend the 60th
Annual Missions and Evangelism Con-
ference on May 4th beginning at 9:00
a.m. at Evergreen Baptist Church in
Seminary.  We have a wonderful pro-
gram and I am confident you will be
blessed.

Raise A Building In One DayRaise A Building In One DayRaise A Building In One DayRaise A Building In One DayRaise A Building In One Day
We Need Your HelpWe Need Your HelpWe Need Your HelpWe Need Your HelpWe Need Your Help

That is the plan for May 19th at
Sumrall.  If enough people show up we
plan to raise the new building for Day

Star Baptist Mission in one day.  Come
one, come all!  Turn off Hwy 49N just
north of Hattiesburg onto Hwy 42 to-
ward Sumrall. Just past the Missis-
sippi Power Substation you will see the
property.  Call Bro. Phillp Burns to
coordinate team participation, food sup-
port, tool needs, etc.  It’s sure to be a
great time of work and fellowship.  The
last time we did this, at South Forrest,
we had 93 people show up.  Let’s break
that record and give the community
something to talk about.

This, from Missionary Phillip Burns,
“Day Star Baptist Church is excited
about the progress that has been taking
place in preparation for the big day.
Things seem to be coming together for

our work day on Saturday, May 19.
Thanks to the Missions Department
and the churches of the BMA of Missis-

sippi for your support! We hope you can
come join us on Saturday, May 19th.
Please contact me, Bro. Phillip Burns,
at 601-670-6191, if you or your church
can help with this project. Thanks again
to everyone for your prayers, and gener-
osity!  God Bless!”

My ThoughtsMy ThoughtsMy ThoughtsMy ThoughtsMy Thoughts
These two events, “Missions and

Evangelism Conference” and the “Con-
struction of Day Star’s building”, are
two very important events for us.  I
often have people ask me, “How can we
get involved?” Well, here are two events
that just about everyone can help with.
Even if you are not physically able to do
much manual labor, you can hold some-
thing, hand something, or share some-
thing that would be a real blessing.
Please don’t miss the opportunity to
give and get involved in these events.
Update On D’Iberville Mission

Things are progressing well.  Our
Bible study attendance is starting to
grow and we are getting great response
from our community.  We currently
have a Bible study at 4:30 on Sunday
evenings and will be moving that to
Sunday mornings this summer.  Before
we move to Sunday morning services
we are searching for a location that will
house us and raising money for a sound
system and projection system. Please
join us as we pray over some locations
and that the owners will allow us to use
the facility.  We are making plans for
our summer activities and will be ask-
ing for help from any church that is

willing. Currently we are in an 8-week
discipleship study about Multiplying
our Faith.  Follow us on Facebook and
make plans to help us this summer. –
Missionary Will Hutchinson

Report FromReport FromReport FromReport FromReport From
Redemption Baptist MissionRedemption Baptist MissionRedemption Baptist MissionRedemption Baptist MissionRedemption Baptist Mission

I am excited about what God is doing
in Diamondhead. We have had some
mild setbacks, but we are not discour-
aged. The City of Diamondhead ruled
that we could not use our current loca-
tion as a permanent church. This has
led us to search for a new permeant
location.  We are currently looking to
purchase property in the middle of town.
We are still actively discipling 16 people
in small groups throughout the week.
We have also recently been able to
participate in a community outreach
with other churches from the area. I
really feel like we are beginning to
break into the community more than
ever before. I want to thank everyone for
their continued prayers and support. I
would ask that you would pray for us as
we seek the place where God would have
us to minister for the future. – Mission-
ary Wesley Martin

A Word From Central at SouthavenA Word From Central at SouthavenA Word From Central at SouthavenA Word From Central at SouthavenA Word From Central at Southaven
Things are going great at Central!

We recently had an OIKOS connection
event. Nearly 50 guests came! That was
a record turn out! Since the connection
event, 29 of those have come to worship
and/or to small group! Pray that we can
see genuine fruit from this! We are
averaging around 165 in worship since
the beginning of 2018 and our giving is
strong. We are so excited about organiz-
ing in September and petitioning the
Association in October! Thank you for
your support and love! – Missionary
Anders Lee

Report From Midway at BatesvilleReport From Midway at BatesvilleReport From Midway at BatesvilleReport From Midway at BatesvilleReport From Midway at Batesville
Potential remains great for Midway

becoming a strong church, but the
progress is slow.  Currently, we are
averaging 10 in our Sunday morning
services and four on Wednesday eve-
nings.  Membership remains at nine.
Fourteen people attended regularly, but

Putting in well at DayStar

Plumbing going in at Day Star in Sumrall

Preparing the pump for the new well at
Day Star in Sumrall

Day Star Mission Work continued on page 8
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Revival ServicesRevival ServicesRevival ServicesRevival ServicesRevival Services
It was a joy to be able to participate in the revival services April 22nd thru

April 25th sponsored by the Big Creek Baptist Association on the campus of
Southeastern Baptist College in Laurel.  Bro. Bryan Atwood, Pastor of Camp-
ground Baptist Church, Gulfport, and Bro. Ed Stephenson, Pastor of Springhill
Baptist Church of Greenbrier, Arkansas, served as revival speakers.  We were
challenged, encouraged, convicted and touched by the Holy Spirit in these
services. We were instructed about the reality of heaven, taught to avoid a
tasteless and meaningless life, allow Christ to be our champion of life, and to
faithfully follow Him as an obedient disciple.  Their messages were enlightening,
inspiring and heaven sent.  Thank you Bro. Atwood and Bro. Stephenson for
faithfully delivering the Word of God to us.

Expressions of SympathyExpressions of SympathyExpressions of SympathyExpressions of SympathyExpressions of Sympathy
Since my last article there are a number of families that have been touched

by the home going of a loved one to be in the presence of the Lord. 2 Corinthians
5:8.  We would like to express our sympathy to the families of Dorothy Wright,
the wife of the late Milton Wright; Tristan Freeman, the son of Sam and Dawn
Freeman; Annette Ainsworth, the wife of Virgil Ainsworth; Jim Parrish, the
father of Donny Parrish.  Our prayers are with each of these families during
their time of sorrow and bereavement.

Remember in Prayer and Focus VerseRemember in Prayer and Focus VerseRemember in Prayer and Focus VerseRemember in Prayer and Focus VerseRemember in Prayer and Focus Verse
Continue to remember the ministry of the Home in your prayers.  “From the

rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the Lord’s name is to be
praised.” Psalm 113:3.

Random thoughts on the Decalogue/Ten Commandments

knowledge their wrongdoing, persist in
it or are no longer qualified for leader-
ship.

According to the phone survey of
1,000 Protestant senior pastors, 16 per-
cent of pastors say their church has
disciplined a member in the last year.
That includes 3 percent in the last
month, 5 percent in the last six months
and 8 percent in the last year.

More than half (55 percent) say no
member has been disciplined during
their time as pastor or before their
tenure. Twenty-one percent say a mem-
ber was disciplined three or more years
ago. Five percent say there was a case of
discipline in the last two years.

Pentecostal (29 percent), Holiness (23
percent) and Baptist pastors (19 per-
cent) are most likely to say a church
member was disciplined in the past
year. Methodist (4 percent) and Presby-
terian/Reformed (9 percent) pastors are
less likely.

Overall, about half of evangelical
pastors (49 percent) and two-thirds of
mainline pastors (67 percent) say they
don’t know of a case where someone was
disciplined at their church.

LifeWay Research also asked pastors

Church Discipline
from page 1

about the process of discipline. Few
churches say the responsibility for dis-
cipline lies solely with the pastor (8
percent), church elders (14 percent),
trustees or board members (4 percent)
or church deacons (1 percent).

Half (51 percent) say two or more
groups must agree. Eighteen percent
say there is no formal discipline pro-
cess.

Pastors of churches of 100 or more
attenders (17 percent) are more likely to
say elders alone handle discipline than
churches with 99 or fewer attenders (11
percent). African-American pastors (21
percent) are more likely than white
pastors (6 percent) to say the pastor
alone is responsible for church disci-
pline.

Mainline pastors (24 percent) are more
likely than evangelical pastors (15 per-
cent) to say their church has no formal
discipline policy.

McConnell suspects some churches
may have informal discipline processes.
And some church members may leave
rather than going through church dis-
cipline.

Where there is formal discipline, a
group of church leaders often must
agree for formal discipline to take place.
The process is rarely arbitrary.

“There’s some red tape involved for
churches,” he said. “It is not easy to be
kicked out of a church.”

byTony Cleaver
There is an introduction and a con-

clusion to the Ten. You might use them
all at once, one at a time, or not at all.
Thank you for your consideration.

Exodus 20.2 “I am the Lord yourExodus 20.2 “I am the Lord yourExodus 20.2 “I am the Lord yourExodus 20.2 “I am the Lord yourExodus 20.2 “I am the Lord your
God…”God…”God…”God…”God…”

The introduction to any great work
sets the tone for all that
follows. The preamble
to the Constitution of
the United States of
America is such an
example. The pre-
amble contained in
this Scripture is by
far head-and-shoul-
ders above all intro-
ductions ever writ-
ten in world litera-
ture. It is the very
word of God concerning life laws.  

I AM are the words spoken to Moses
to name the God of Heaven. It is no
inconsequential character who is speak-
ing this introduction. When Jesus was
asked the garden if He was the one they
were looking for, when He responded “I
Am”, the guards fell to the ground.

Dear friend as we read the words of
this passage of The Commandments,
we ourselves need to fall to the ground at
the words of I AM.

Deuteronomy 5.7 “Do not haveDeuteronomy 5.7 “Do not haveDeuteronomy 5.7 “Do not haveDeuteronomy 5.7 “Do not haveDeuteronomy 5.7 “Do not have

other gods besides me.”other gods besides me.”other gods besides me.”other gods besides me.”other gods besides me.”
Exclusivity, exclusiveness, and ex-

clusive are words that carry the sense of
this Command. Most people of a general
church crowd say they obey this first
commandment. Do we? The I Am spe-
cifically instructs His people not to have
any God instead of Him. He wanted His
people to be exclusively His people. He

did not want His people
to share allegiance

with the many gods
of the day.

Today many gods
are still available to
all of us. His people
are to exclusively
choose, honor, give
allegiance, focus on,
think about, and
live in His presence
as His dear chil-

dren. He desires to cover His children
with his exclusive presence as we choose
Him as our God. For He is our God. He
is an exclusive God of other so-called
gods! Don't have other gods beside me.
Good reader, we cannot have him as
God plus an addition of another god!

Deuteronomy 5.8 “Do not make anDeuteronomy 5.8 “Do not make anDeuteronomy 5.8 “Do not make anDeuteronomy 5.8 “Do not make anDeuteronomy 5.8 “Do not make an
idol for yourself…”idol for yourself…”idol for yourself…”idol for yourself…”idol for yourself…”

All who are idolaters please raise
your hand. And of course no one will
raise their hand to admit to idolatry. It
is not so much the shape of the idol, the

image. It is more the bowing to worship
and the serving them. It is the next
promotion. It is the being chosen for a
position. It is the accolade of commu-
nity, It is the applause of society, or
other things that have the ability to
make us bow and serve.

Reality assures all of us that I cannot
ignore the I Am.  I cannot be in a
relationship with Him and at the same
time bow and serve another prime focus
in my life. He is the one reserved exclu-
sively for my bowing to worship and
kneeling to serve!

Exodus 20.7 “Do not misuse theExodus 20.7 “Do not misuse theExodus 20.7 “Do not misuse theExodus 20.7 “Do not misuse theExodus 20.7 “Do not misuse the
name of the Lord your God…”name of the Lord your God…”name of the Lord your God…”name of the Lord your God…”name of the Lord your God…”

Certainly we have all been told “not to
cuss.” That is true, but it does not cover
the whole sense of this First Command-
ment. Holy is His name. Awesome is
He. Beyond our imagination best de-
scribes Him. If the scribes carefully
wash before writing His name on scrolls,
how much more we who claim Chris-
tianity should walk in life to give honor
to His Name!

Disservice is the term that comes to
mind here with these words. Disrespect
follows quickly. Taking God's name as
worthless or with light-heartedness is
right there. Misuse or in vain tells us
how awesome the Lord God is. No one is
to take Him lightly by using His name
other than in the way of what He is,
what He stands for, and what He wants
for us. I AM wants us to be forthright in

the use of His name!

Deuteronomy 5.12 “Be careful toDeuteronomy 5.12 “Be careful toDeuteronomy 5.12 “Be careful toDeuteronomy 5.12 “Be careful toDeuteronomy 5.12 “Be careful to
remember the Sabbath day…’remember the Sabbath day…’remember the Sabbath day…’remember the Sabbath day…’remember the Sabbath day…’

“But I have to work on Sunday. If I
don't I will lose my job!” That is prob-
ably true when spoken by many who
have shift work jobs. Yet there is a time
to remember God who provided that job.
There is time in shift work to remember
the God who gave life, family, joy, and
even friends. Remember the miracle of
God in your life! Take time to think
through them.

Take time to ponder his strong hand
and outstretched arm that has made
your life what it is today. That is why
the Lord your God has given this fourth
part of the Decalogue for us who call
ourselves Christians. We are to remem-
ber a special time for the I AM-not just
a passing “hello.”

Exodus 20.12 “Honor your fatherExodus 20.12 “Honor your fatherExodus 20.12 “Honor your fatherExodus 20.12 “Honor your fatherExodus 20.12 “Honor your father
and mother…”and mother…”and mother…”and mother…”and mother…”

Commandment Five is a transition
from focus on the I AM to focus on
parents who act in the place of God. God

Leave It To Cleaver
Dr. Tony Cleaver is a retired
U.S. Army Chaplain and Di-
rector of Distance Learning
for BMA Seminary. You may
contact him at
jstmcleaver@embarqmail.com

continue on page 7
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Hattiesburg Church to
Host Bible Conference

Westover Baptist Church will host a
Bible Conference on “Calvinism” May
7,8, & 10 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
each evening. Each service will consist
of 2 sessions with a 10 minute break in
between. Bro. Ed Steele will be teaching
and we intentionally skipped Wednes-
day night so other churches could join
us each night and not miss their
Wednesday services. We invite you to
come and join us as we study God’s
Word together so that we can “earnestly
contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints” (Jude 1:3b).

Sam Oglesby, Pastor

as “not that bad.” Media portrays adul-
tery in a positive light.

The Commandment shows the na-
ture of adultery. The Creator who made
us male and female knows best for us -
His creatures. Jesus teaches us that
adultery is forgivable, however Jesus
teaches adultery is not repeatable. So
let us renew our look at this Seventh
Commandment in the light of what God
has put forth for our lives. After all what
God says is much more important than
what popular media tells us.

Deuteronomy 5.19 “Do not steal.”Deuteronomy 5.19 “Do not steal.”Deuteronomy 5.19 “Do not steal.”Deuteronomy 5.19 “Do not steal.”Deuteronomy 5.19 “Do not steal.”
Everybody takes pencils, pens, and

some paper clips home from the office,
don’t they? Everybody fudges a little on
their income tax, don’t they? The Eighth
Commandment demands of us not to
steal. Stealing can become a way of life
with our tongue as well as our fingers.
We can steal a person’s reputation and
good name in our “innocent” conversa-
tions with others. Sometimes we bail
out of our credit card debts. We simply
don’t pay them. We have friends who
walked off from a house they owed a
great deal of money to a mortgage. We
must evaluate our lifestyle in the light
of this Commandment: “Do not steal.”
These are the words spoken by I AM.

Exodus 20.16 “Do not give falseExodus 20.16 “Do not give falseExodus 20.16 “Do not give falseExodus 20.16 “Do not give falseExodus 20.16 “Do not give false
testimony against your neighbor.”testimony against your neighbor.”testimony against your neighbor.”testimony against your neighbor.”testimony against your neighbor.”

What does the Ninth Commandment
mean? And just who is my neighbor
that I should not give false testimony
against? Perhaps I give false testimony
against the poor who are “down and out”
because they are just that - down and
out and poor. Perhaps I give false testi-
mony against those “other people” who
are not of my culture or ethnicity be-
cause they are “not like me.” Perhaps I
give false testimony against my own
family when I put down Uncle Jack and
Aunt Harriet for their objectionable
lifestyle.  

Certainly I am reminded in court
with my hand on the Bible to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

the truth.  Perhaps I should go about
each day in my life with a court attitude
to tell the truth and not give false
testimony against my neighbor. After
all, that is the oath that the I AM asks
me to take and live my life in its light.

Deuteronomy 5.21 “Do not covet”Deuteronomy 5.21 “Do not covet”Deuteronomy 5.21 “Do not covet”Deuteronomy 5.21 “Do not covet”Deuteronomy 5.21 “Do not covet”
The reason my neighbor’s boat is

sinful is because I don’t have one like it
- perhaps even bigger.  The reason my
neighbor's summer home is sinful is
that I don’t have one - maybe somewhat
larger in a better location. The Tenth
Commandment tells us not to be covet-
ous about our neighbor's wife or desire
our neighbor's house, his field, his male
or female slave, his ox, or donkey, or
anything that belongs to my neighbor.

Right now I don’t covet my neighbor’s
ox. I would not know what to do with it
in my one bedroom apartment. How-
ever I really do covet his position in the
upper echelon of my company.  Covet-
ousness is akin to idolatry! I cannot be
a child of I AM and constantly and
habitually keep a covetous heart and
mind.

Exodus 20.18 “When the peopleExodus 20.18 “When the peopleExodus 20.18 “When the peopleExodus 20.18 “When the peopleExodus 20.18 “When the people
saw it they trembled…”saw it they trembled…”saw it they trembled…”saw it they trembled…”saw it they trembled…”

There is not much if any trembling in
the presence of God today. There is
simply no awe regarding the God of
Heaven. The conclusion to the Decalogue
or the Ten Commandments is contained
in these verses. It was the God of all, and
who is over all, who spoke His words.
The people stood trembling at His total
awesomeness.

Dear reader, we too should tremble in
the presence of our Father. For we are
called to be His people, His children.
Our behavior regulated by these Ten
Words comes from a heart of grateful-
ness to Him who loved us and gave
Himself for us. It is out of gratitude not
rigid falseness of religiosity that we
form our behavior on the pattern of
words that are applicable to all spoken
by the I AM.

is over all of humankind. Parents be-
come the premier guide for children in
the home. Certainly the Command with
no wavering delineates the honor God
requires children to have for their par-
ents. The command also tells parents to
be the honorable people who are worthy
of respect from their children.

Jesus is a great example for all of us
to emulate in giving parental honor. We
honor our parents even if it's not conve-
nient to us or not just the right moment
for us to do an act that is honoring to
parents. This is the Command that tells
us there is only positive for us from God
when we fulfill our honor to our parents.
When I AM makes a promise, He keeps
it.

Deuteronomy 5.17 “Do not mur-Deuteronomy 5.17 “Do not mur-Deuteronomy 5.17 “Do not mur-Deuteronomy 5.17 “Do not mur-Deuteronomy 5.17 “Do not mur-
der.”der.”der.”der.”der.”

Hatred, animosity, jealousy, rage,
cunning plans, or temper can lead to the
heinous act of murder. If honest, most of
us have said of another person at one
time or another,” I wish you were dead.”
Thank goodness we did not bring the
wishful thinking to the violation of the
Sixth Commandment! Murder begins
in the heart. Murder consummate with
a spilling of blood- the taking of life. It is
not an accident. Murder is volitional of
the human heart.

Murder is not only the “top crime” of
humanity it is also a violation of taking
a life that God gave. When God gives a
life, I have no right to take it. It is His.
It is spoken by I AM that His creatures
are not to murder each other.

Exodus 20.14 “Do not commit adul-Exodus 20.14 “Do not commit adul-Exodus 20.14 “Do not commit adul-Exodus 20.14 “Do not commit adul-Exodus 20.14 “Do not commit adul-
tery.”tery.”tery.”tery.”tery.”

It seems adultery is no longer a crime.
Yet according to the I AM in the Seventh
Commandment it is a higher order than
crime. It is a sin. Sin is a volitional act
that is willful and forceful behavior that
goes against the word, will, and ways of
God. Society has popularized adultery

Random thoughts
from page 6

When Culture Won’t Go Down Without A Fight
by Dr. John David Smith

Executive Director of BMA Missions

This will be the last look at the BMA
Global Missions value of discipleship-
based multiplication. Certainly, I am
not declaring that I have exhausted the
topic, but I will move on to another
value next month.
In this post on dis-
cipleship culture, I
want to talk about
one of the areas that
is perhaps the most
challenging in any
attempt to change
culture….and that
is the existing (old)
culture that will
not go down with-

out a fight! I am not saying that every-
thing in the old culture is wrong, but
seeing the need for a new culture and
then taking steps to change is a very
overt announcement that the old cul-
ture in some way is inadequate. Here
are a few considerations:

The old culture becomes an end unto
itself. It is as if the old culture takes on
a life of its own…and many times it
does. We forget that culture is simply
the behaviors of men. In this aspect of
the definition of culture we need to
understand that culture is not static, it
is dynamic. That simply means that
culture always changes; it is not the
foundation of our beliefs. Many people
attempt to elevate their cultural prac-
tices to the level of biblical principles,
and this can cause lots of problems.

I remember when I was on the mis-
sion field talking to the people about
sexual purity and marriage. A common
response that I got was, “missionary,
this is our culture, it’s the way we are.”
I usually responded with the fact that
we were not born with our culture, it is
a group of learned behaviors; therefore,
if we embrace the standard of God and
allow him to work in us…we can be

changed to align with his purposes. To
simply default to a determined behavior
in our lives and churches without ask-
ing if it is the stated Word of God and the
most effective way to obey the com-
mands of Christ is to be governed by
culture instead of his greater purposes.
Our church culture should align itself
with God’s purposes and not the behav-
iors of men and personal preferences.
Culture is not an end unto itself.

The rubber band effect. I often tell my
students to beware of this dreaded effect
when you are attempting to change
organizational culture. You can cast
the vision for change, you can mark the
steps for change, you can educate, imple-
ment, measure, coach, and all the other
steps in the process, and seemingly as
soon as you release the pressure a little,
“KAPOW!” Everything pops right back
where it was like a giant rubber band!
Why? It is because our culture provides
for us a comfort zone where we do not
have to think before we act and it also
allows us to know our reactions without
having to think through those. It is
time for us to get out of our comfort
zones to ask what the purpose of our
existence is, why we are here, and how
are we doing in fulfilling that purpose.

Chances are that if we have not asked
and answered these questions lately, we
may be marked by the status quo. It
takes a lot to step out of our place of
comfort and to become vulnerable in
order to fulfill the mission of God by
making disciples. Even those who agree
intellectually may not be able to follow
because of a deep emotional tie to the old
culture (I might add that this is the
space in which most disputes over old
culture occur…the emotional). Others
will agree that the change is necessary,
but they will not be willing to pay the
price through their actions for the much
needed change. The result for these is
popping right back where they were…the
rubber ban effect…it is their culture.

Dr. Smith
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working schedules prevent them from attending every
Sunday.  Outreach continues as we visit local busi-
nesses and homes.  With the assistance of First
Baptist Church of Mantachie, we are conducting an
intensive door to door campaign.  We are expecting the
Lord to bless our efforts as we seek to follow His
guidance.  Continue to pray for Midway.  – Missionary
Kenneth Pollock

From Missionary Coach Bob BurchFrom Missionary Coach Bob BurchFrom Missionary Coach Bob BurchFrom Missionary Coach Bob BurchFrom Missionary Coach Bob Burch
We are continuing to grow in our church at

Caledonia. We have added two more families to our
church and are very excited about our growth. Our
women have started a new class on Wednesday night.
We continue to teach the ABC's of Christianity and we
see that our church people are understanding the need
to grow and know together. Please pray for us as we
continue to reach out to our families and community
at this time.

Report FromReport FromReport FromReport FromReport From
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Bro. Gordon Huey, his wife Christy, and their
children Cameron and Gordon Lee became members of
Grace Baptist Church in Clinton recently. I am so
thankful to the Lord for bringing this family to Grace,
Amen! – Missionary Danny Bartlett

GIRLS'S MISSIONARY AUXILIARY
State Youth Auxiliary Director Becky Farmer

464 Churchwell Road, Hattiesburg, MS 39401
601-596-1005

State GMA Promoter Lisa Christian
2315 Bankhead Rd., Fulton, MS 38843

662-322-1581

Contributions to the State ProjectContributions to the State ProjectContributions to the State ProjectContributions to the State ProjectContributions to the State Project
April 11, 2018April 11, 2018April 11, 2018April 11, 2018April 11, 2018

Mrs. Shirlene SmithMrs. Shirlene SmithMrs. Shirlene SmithMrs. Shirlene SmithMrs. Shirlene Smith
BETHEL BAPTIST, FULTON................. $   500.00
FIRST BAPTIST, BAY SPRINGS .............. 1,083.00
HOPEWELL BAPTIST, LAUREL ................ 165.00
MILDRED SUMRALL, LAUREL .................. 100.00
MOVELLA BAPTIST, LUCEDALE .............  100.00
MT. CARMEL BAPTIST, CARRIERE ........... 330.00
PARAMOUNT BAPTIST, WIGGINS ............ 100.00
SHILOH BAPTIST, MT. OLIVE ................... 300.00
BIG CREEK DISTRICT GMA .......................... 50.00
SKYWAY HILLS BAPTIST, PEARL ............ 175.00
TEMPLE BAPTIST, LUCEDALE, ................ 458.75

FUNDS RAISED AT GMA RETREAT:
CRAFT SALES..........................................  173.85
SILENT AUCTION ................................... 204.00
SNACK SHOP ..........................................  270.25
CANDY GRAMS ............................................ 9.25
OFFICER COMPETITION .......................... 69.20
T-SHIRT SALES ........................................ 831.25

TOTAL RECEIVEDTOTAL RECEIVEDTOTAL RECEIVEDTOTAL RECEIVEDTOTAL RECEIVED ............................................................................................................................................ $4,919.55$4,919.55$4,919.55$4,919.55$4,919.55

TOTAL RECEIVED FOR
THE PROJECT BY APRIL 11, 2018:
25% PLUS DESIGNATED OFFERINGS
FOR THE GENERAL FUND ................. $ 772.07
(ALREADY ADDED TO THE
GENERAL FUND BALANCE)
37.5% FOR MISSIONARY ....... CARL SOOKRAJ;
MISSIONS IN PERU .............................. 2,073.74
37.5%  FOR DANIEL SPRINGS CAMP,
GARY, TEXAS ........................................ 2,073.74

TOTAL RECEIVEDTOTAL RECEIVEDTOTAL RECEIVEDTOTAL RECEIVEDTOTAL RECEIVED .................................................................................................................................. $ 4,919.55$ 4,919.55$ 4,919.55$ 4,919.55$ 4,919.55
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Alumni AssociationAlumni AssociationAlumni AssociationAlumni AssociationAlumni Association
We are reorganizing our Alumni Association and

reaching out to identify and contact every alumnus
who has ever taken courses at our great school. One of
our primary initiatives in the months ahead is for our
Alumni members to consider giving $56 per month in
an effort to raise $58,000 over the next 12 months. We
have many infrastructure issues that must be ad-
dressed. Will you allow God to use you? Alumni Sam
and Judy Oglesby have graciously accepted to lead this
effort. Please contact them at 601-550-8513 or
pastor_1@comcast.net to verify that your current
contact information is correct. See the photo of our
recognizing the alumni at the annual BMAA in Jack-
son.

College Report
from page 3

Father of Donny Parrish
Passes Away

Jimmy Ray Parrish, passed away on April 25, 2018.
He was a devoted father, grandfather, former deacon
of 60 years, Korean War Veteran, and friend. Jimmy
Ray was a native of Jones County, Mississippi, and
lifelong resident of Baker, Louisiana. He is survived by
his two sons, Donny Parrish, wife Datha of Conway,
Arkansas, and Mike Parrish, of Baker, Kelly Fisher
Parrish of Central, three grandchildren, Kristin, Kyle
and Samantha, and great-grandson, Hudson.

He was preceded in death by his wife of 57 years,
Evelyn Parrish, and granddaughter, Brittany Leigh
Parrish, and seven siblings.

Parrish was one of the founding members of Harding
Street Baptist Church in Baker, where he not only
helped to build the sanctuary, but also served faith-
fully as a deacon, music director, treasurer and Sun-
day school teacher. He enjoyed his retirement from
BASF and traveling with his wife, Evelyn, up until her
passing.

Services were held at Seale Funeral Home, Central,
Louisiana, on Friday, April 27, 2018  and conducted by
his son, Rev. Donny Parrish, director of Lifeword
Ministries, Conway, Arkansas. Memorial gifts may be
made to Lifeword, P.O. Box 6, Conway, AR 72033.

Easter Day
Beautiful colored eggs in a basket of blue.
Little girls in lacy frocks so new.
Little boys in neckties and suits,
New shoes for little girls and

little boys wearing cowboy boots.
All make for a memorable Easter Day.

Another memorable Easter Day was one of long ago,
Our Savior, Jesus Christ was crucified, buried,

and then rose again to let us go.
Go where? Go free from sin and strife.
Go free from hate; to give us abundant life.
A memorable day I have to say!

Believe God sent his Son for you,
Then have faith to believe He has made you anew.
What a wonderful gift,
That will give your heart a brand new lift!

Why not make this time for you and yours a truly
memorable Easter by accepting his free gift to you this
very day!!!
But as many as received him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on
his name: John 1:12

submitted by Barbara Jones
Lebanon Baptist Church
Laurel, MS

Due to available space we were unable to print this
poem until now. The message is still applicable, even
though Easter 2018 has already passsed

BMA Global Missions
Offers B+ Security Training

BMA Global Missions is glad to partner with Strong-
hold Security to offer B+ security training to our newly
elected missionaries and to other missionaries who are
able to attend. The training will take place at the BMA
Global Ministry Center in Conway, AR on June 18-19.
There are some spots available to the public for those
who are interested. The cost will be $250 per person.

The B+ course is recommended for faith-based
travelers who go abroad often, lead teams abroad, live
abroad for prolonged periods of time, and for anyone
working in an advanced security risk area with
regards to criminal activity and/or unfriendly host
governments.

Classes will be conducted using lecture, demonstra-

tions, videos, discussion and hands-on role-play sce-
narios designed to allow students to practice the skills
being taught under limited simulated pressure.  Top-
ics covered include crime avoidance and target hard-
ening, developing situational awareness, Code of Con-
duct, organizational policy and procedure, captivity
survival, Information protection, car-jack survival,
robbery survival, handling confidential questions ap-
propriately, etc.

The training will be led by Stronghold Security
President David Dose, who has a professional back-
ground in education and training, law enforcement, US
Military survival and hostage recovery.   David has
trained just over 50,000 long and short-term mission-
aries and volunteers over the past 18 years with a focus
on security and survival for Christian Missions per-
sonnel. To sign up for the training or to get more
information, please contact Paige West at the BMA
Global Ministry Center. paige@bmaam.com; 501-358-
3848 or 501.455.4977.

May 8, 2018 - 9:30 AM
Hopewell Baptist Church

Fulton, Mississippi

Make plans now to attend!

2018
North Mississippi

Senior Adult
Conference


