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One Smooth Stone
A shepherd boy stood before the challenge of the giant. The boy had one shot to make a difference.

He selected one smooth stone and with great precision defeated Goliath. Like that one smooth stone,
a timeless truth communicated in a timely fashion can slay giants.

Some Call It Faithful (Article No. 3)
By Kirk SheltonBy Kirk SheltonBy Kirk SheltonBy Kirk SheltonBy Kirk Shelton

My grandfather was a car-
penter in his earlier years.
Though I never knew him when
the saw, plane, level, and drill
were the tools of his everyday
life, I knew those tools were im-
portant to him because of the
protective way he guarded them.
By the time I lived with my
grandfather he no longer had a
workshop, he worked in the
courthouse in Mountain View,
Arkansas. What tools he had
left were kept in an old wooden
chest beneath the bed in a spare
bedroom. I was fascinated by
those old hand tools, and more
than once I got in trouble for
getting into them when he was
not around. With those tools he
had built everything from furni-
ture to houses to church build-
ings. To this day his old hand-
saw hangs over my tool bench, a
reminder of him and another
way of life.

I am not much of a craftsman,
but I do like to piddle around
with wood and all the tools it

takes to shape and craft it into
something of beauty or useful-
ness. If I had a shop, time, and
the right tools, I could really
enjoy doing more woodwork.
There would be one major change
from the way my grandfather
did it though; I would have no
interest in attempting to build
anything of worth using only
hand-powered tools. Today’s
power tools are much more pre-
cise, and modern building prod-
ucts make for greater versatil-
ity and quality. It would be fool-
ish to reject these tools, prod-
ucts, and methods just because
they are modern. Old ways are
not necessarily better or more
virtuous ways … they were of-
ten just the only ways of doing
things at the time. Could there
be a lesson here for doing minis-
try in 2009? It seems that one of
the greatest struggles pastors
and church leaders face is how
to do ministry in an ever-chang-
ing world.

Too often we retreat from the
world and hang on too tightly to
our old hand tools trying to build

a church that will embody the
truth of the gospel and change
lives. Instead of being an anti-
dote to the ills of our culture we
become an anecdote—a some-
times humorous story which il-
lustrates a point! What is the
point? That the church is out of
touch and out of date with real
life and is useless for helping
people deal with their hurts,
habits, and hang-ups. And if it
cannot help people with today’s
problems, they ask, how can it
help them with eternity’s ques-
tions? God calls us to faithful-
ness, of that there is no ques-
tion. But what does faithfulness
mean and what does it look like?

If I understand the message
of Scripture, the message has
never changed and never will.
The story of redemption does
not need to be rewritten, over-
hauled, updated, or revised—it
is a story of God’s love, man’s
need, and God’s gracious provi-
sion. And it’s a story that not
only gives us the confidence of
Heaven, but the hope of a more
meaningful and fulfilling life
between here and Heaven. Once
again, the message never
changes! But what about meth-
ods, and the ways in which we
get the message to the world? It
is my belief that methods must
continually change and adjust
to stay on the cutting-edge of
culture. Jesus constantly en-
gaged culture seeking to impact
people’s lives where they were,
and He used different methods
to do it. He had more than one
tool in His tool belt! Here is the
lesson: while the message never
changes, methods must con-
stantly change to better meet
the needs of an ever-changing
world.

Some say it’s being faithful to
continue to use old worn-out
methods to try and change the
ever-new world in which we are
living. Is it really being faithful
or is it just easier? Let’s not
allow our comfort zones to so
insulate us from the world that
we become useless and ineffec-
tive in communicating the dy-
namic, life-changing message of
the Gospel!

 

Register Now for
SOAR 2009 / July 1-3
Rooms Are Going Fast!

SOAR 2009 (Sold Out And Radical) is the annual event for youth
groups across the Baptist Missionary Association of America.
SOAR 2009 will happen at the Gaylord Texan Hotel in Grapevine,
Texas. Make your reservations now as rooms are going fast and a
record attendance is expected. The theme this year is “Come
Together” focusing on fellowship. Click on the “Conferences” but-
ton above to see all the exciting details.

Ron Mitchell, CBC Professor, Dies
Dr. Ronald V. Mitchell, 62, of Conway, died May 5 after a long

battle with cancer.
He was saved in 1956, surrendered to the ministry in 1966 and

pastored several churches.
He was a graduate of Central Baptist College and received a BSE

degree from the University of Cen-
tral Arkansas in Conway and
M.Div., Th.D. in church history
from Mid-America Theological
Seminary in Memphis. He retired
after serving 20 years as a pastor,
then spent another two decades as
professor of Theology and Church
History at Central Baptist Col-
lege. “He has been more than a
teacher,” said President Terry
Kimbrow, “he has served as a
mentor to countless young men
and women over the years.”

Dr. Mitchell was married to the
late Donna “Micki” Greenway
Mitchell for 26 years until her
death in 1991, and in 1994 he
married Esther M. Kershner-
Mitchell, who survives her hus-
band.

Other survivors include a daughter, Vicki Lowery, of Batesville;
a step-son, Lance Kershner of Singapore; two sisters, Mrs. Eugene
(Arlyn) Gambill of Greenbrier, and Mrs. Tom (Karen) Mitchell of
Little Rock; a brother, BMA Minister Jurl (Mary Ann) Mitchell of
Greenbrier; and five grandchildren.

Funeral services were held May 8, in Burgess Auditorium in the
Cooper Complex at Central Baptist College. Memorials may be
made to the Dr. Ronald V. Mitchell Archives, Central Baptist
College, 1501 College Ave., Conway, Ark. 72034.

-from Baptist Trumpet

Ronald V. Mitchell

On the Tightrope,
But Not in the 
Spotlight
By Taffy Johnson

In ten chapters author Taffy 
Johnson challenges women to 
find the proper balance of the 
believer’s life in their personal 
relationship with God, in their 
home, and in their Christian 
service. Each chapter includes 
discussion questions and a list of more resources for 
additional study. Purchase online at DiscipleGuide.org. 
Click on the “Personal/Family” tab, then on “Women’s Re-
sources.” You may also call 800-333-1442. 
Price: $9.95.
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Sofilthy's
Attic
by Barbara White

Praise
The Lord!

Sometimes we all seem to be smitten

by a case of the "mullygrubs".  There is a

simple cure for this malady.  Think on this

verse,  "The Lord is my strength and my

shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I am

helped; therefore my heart greatly re-

joices, and with my song I will praise

Him."  Psalm 28:7.

Remember that a grateful heart is al-

most always a happy one.  God inhabits

praise so if you're feeling kinda down - just

Praise the Lord.

and “things” about Jesus, then we would
joyfully and fully exclaim that it has
been worth it all! Every trouble we have
experienced in the ministry, and every
heartache we have endured, will be well
worth the cost on the day we see Christ
in the fullness of His glory and when we
hear His whole story. Then we will be
glad that we have given our lives to
Him!

And already I am feeling good about
Jesus. Have you ever been fishing in a
boat in the deep part of a large lake, and
a fish strikes the hook hard and you
know that it is deeply set? This time you
know it’s not a sunken log or a branch,
and that the fish is really large. You
don’t know exactly how large or what
kind of fish it may be, but you have a
sense that this time it’s something re-
ally spectacular. The anticipation builds.
You fight the fish long and hard from
the depth of the lake. You make some
progress in getting the fish closer to the
boat, and you begin to picture landing
the fish. The rod is bending nearly
double, and your only fear is that the
line is so tight that it might snap. You
keep reeling while hoping that the drag
on the reel is properly set, as the fish
slowly draws closer to the boat. Then
after an enduring and sometimes ago-
nizing fight, the intriguing swirls from
the fish’s tail begin to appear faintly on
the surface of the water. (I’ve never had
this experience, but I’ve seen Bill Dance
do it on T.V.) Then the swirls grow even
larger, and you know that the fish is

The Supremacy of ChristThe Supremacy of ChristThe Supremacy of ChristThe Supremacy of ChristThe Supremacy of Christ
from page 6from page 6from page 6from page 6from page 6

about to surface. You can’t wait. Just
how large is this fish? What kind of fish
must this be? Well, forgive me for using
a fish to illustrate Jesus in our lives, but
in Christ I think we’ve hooked into some-
thing really big and wonderful. Or maybe
it is better stated that He has hooked us!
Regardless, personally speaking, I know
that the hook is set. It’s absolutely real.
I feel a definite tug on the line. It’s
strong. It feels right and good and ful-
filling. I’m even beginning to see the
swirls. I don’t understand it all, but I
don’t want to give up now. I’ll keep on
fighting and reeling, because I believe
the day is fast approaching when I will
be able to say unlike I have ever said it
before “Truly this man was the Son of
God”! Except at that moment, I will use
the present tense, and all will be good
and wonderful throughout eternity!

We are also like the Centurion in
what we must do. The application is in
the text; it’s the words “stand over
against him” (Mark 15:39).

I’m told that to “stand over against
him” means two things.

First, it means to stand “near by”
Jesus. Stand everyone, and stand in all
circumstances, whether they be good or
bad. The Centurion soldier stood by
Jesus as Jesus was crucified. May God
help me and you to stand by Jesus in all
circumstances – even when the stand-
ing is difficult – and to keep on standing
and to never stop standing.

Second, it means to face Jesus. This
was also Paul’s way in I Corinthians 2:2:

“For I determined not to know any thing
among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified.” Just don’t ever look away
from Jesus. Focus on Christ, not on
people, controversies and issues. Keep
on standing by Him, and facing Him.
Always look to Jesus! He is our com-
monality. He is our origination, purpose
and cause. His commission is our mis-
sion. He is the wind in our sails. Always
look to Jesus, and come what may, we
will always be all right.

I chose to preach on Jesus rather
than the issues confronting our Asso-
ciation. I love the Association, but I love
Jesus more. And I’m glad that we’re not
in a spirit of debate this year. There is a
time to debate, and there is a time not to
debate. I think this is a good year for
healing, a time just to give ourselves to
Christ, and to simply enjoy Him. I don’t
know what the future holds for the As-
sociation – if we will grow smaller or
larger – but I do know that the Associa-
tion will do well and serve a purpose as
long as we focus on Christ.

Soon we will depart from Branson.
The people here may wonder about us.
Someone might ask, “What was the name
of that Baptist group that met here a
few days ago?” If the person asked can-
not remember our name, that’s okay
just as long as we are remembered as
the people of Jesus. May God help us to
make an impact on Branson for Christ,
and to do the same when we return
home. May that be our purpose, and
also our legacy.

I’m not calling tonight for a tradi-
tional invitation nor am I going to ask
you to move to the altar, for I pray that
everyone will respond! Instead, remain
seated, and please make a genuine and

special commitment to Christ. Commit
yourself to living for Him, to loving Him,
and to advancing His causes. Please do
so as your heads and hearts are bowed
before Christ, and as Mark Binns comes
to sing about Christ.

July 1-3
Gaylord Texan in Grapevine, Texas

Room Rate $109
1-866-782-778-3000

 
Registration $60 Per Person

Visit www.DiscipleGuide.org for all the details.
Phone: 501-513-3726 or

E-mail: triciak@conwaycorp.net

DiscipleGuide
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