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Important Dates

BMA of Mississippi

Mid-Year Meeting

WMA & Brotherhood

May 21 - 7:00 pm

Business Session

May 22 - 9:30 am

Midway First Baptist

Sumrall, Mississippi

Blind Watchmen and Dumb Dogs
by Joseph Harris, Vice President

Southeastern Baptist College
Laurel, Mississippi

"His watchmen are blind: they are all igno-
rant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark;
sleeping,  lying down, loving to slumber."
Isaiah 56:10

I do not know if a better description can be
found to fit the average Baptist preacher of
today.  The Old Testament prophet was speak-
ing of the lax prophets of his day, but his words
apply to modern-day church leaders who are
asleep at the wheel, or to give a better ecclesi-
astical example, asleep in the pulpit.

A blind watchman sees no one and there-
fore, warns no one.  A watch dog that will not
bark is nothing more than a biscuit eater.  He
doesn't pull his own weight and is a danger to
those who depend on his faithful bark.  The
modern day professional preacher is willfully
blind and purposefully silent, when it comes to
warning of the dangers and consequences of
sin.  In this age of enlightenment, we have
arrived at the place where sin is no longer
preached against.  Instead, Bible principles are
taught, Bible studies are held, prophecy con-
ferences are offered and social gatherings in
churches are at an all time high.

The average Baptist preacher places a pre-
mium on being spiritually politically correct,
non-judgmental, sensitive, purpose driven, and
popular.  He shudders with horror that he
could be seen as legalistic, mean spirited,

narrow minded, old fashioned and out of touch
with the times - and especially out of touch
with youth.  As a result, these preachers be-
come blind watchmen and dumb dogs who
facilitate the de-
struction of their
sheep as they
plunge headlong
down the slippery
slope of the world
with it's philoso-
phies, standards,
dress code, atti-
tude, and actions.

Baptist preach-
ers as a rule, no
longer preach
against drinking.  I
know all the argu-
ments that can be given for taking just one
drink, but not getting drunk, but why would
you want to get near a rattlesnake?  And even
if Dad can "handle" it, can Junior handle it
when he grows up?  Remember the church

covenant.  I just read about a wedding recep-
tion of some prominent Baptists in our town.
The write up in the paper recounted how they
celebrated at the wedding reception with danc-
ing, wine and beer.  How blatant. God help
their preacher to grow a backbone and love his
people by warning them of this serpent in a
bottle.

Baptist preachers hardly ever preach against
sexual immorality and homosexuality and por-
nography.  Churches are full of immorality in
the pew and broken homes attest to this fact.  I
have been told that it doesn't matter if the
preacher preaches against it or not, people will
do what they want to do regardless. That is true
to a certain extent, but there is a direct correla-
tion between silent pulpits and the increase of
ungodliness in churches and society.

Baptist preachers won't usually dare touch
the issue of dress and appearance. Just who
does the preacher think he is, telling people
what to wear and not to wear.  I'll tell you who

DiscipleGuide
Is the New Name

By Bobby L. Hudgens
TEXARKANA   -   What’s in a name?
According to Houghton Mifflin Company, “a
name is a word or words by which an entity is
designated and distinguished from others.” A
name performs quite a service. It identifies and
distinguishes one entity from others. For in-
stance, what do you think about when you hear
Baskin-Robbins? You probably think 31 fla-
vors of delicious ice cream. A name has be-
come synonymous with a high quality prod-
uct. Other examples might include Ford,
Hershey’s, Coca-Cola, McDonald’s, iPod, and
Google.

You are certainly aware of the recent merger
of the Department of Camp Ministries, De-
partment of Church Ministries, and Baptist
Publishing House to form the new Department
of Church Resources. While this merger is still

in process, the three former departments are
now united and functioning under the guid-
ance of one executive director, Dr. Kevin
Clayton.

After a rather lengthy process of exploring
possible names we settled on DiscipleGuide
Church Resources. DiscipleGuide clearly and
accurately defines the purpose of the depart-
ment. We exist to provide resources that will
guide our churches in making disciples. When
promoting our discipleship resources outside
our own ranks, including over the Internet, we
also needed something appropriate for that
purpose.

DiscipleGuide is available to us as a do-
main name on the Internet. This availability
will be of tremendous value to us as we in-
crease our marketing efforts online, “a strat-
egy that we believe is vital to the long-term
growth and stability of this department,” states
Dr. Clayton.

With the union of the three former depart-
ments into one, it will be necessary that we use
new terminology when referring to these areas
of ministry. When inquiring about confer-
ences and seminars, ask for DiscipleGuide
Conference Ministry, for matters regarding
camps refer to DiscipleGuide Camp Ministry,
and when addressing publishing issues refer to
DiscipleGuide Publishing Ministry.

So what’s in the name DiscipleGuide
Church Resources? It’s a name that describes
this department’s purpose, distinguishes it from
other such entities, and can provide a presence
on the Internet in the .com, .org, and .net
domains.

Help us spread the word about the name
change! Please send offerings supporting con-
ferences, camps, publishing, missions litera-
ture, and information services (BNS) to P.O.
Box 7270, Texarkana, TX 75505-7270.

Joseph Harris

Lifeword Names New WOF Coordinator
Our churches know her voice

even if they may not recognize her
face.  Diane Ward talks to many
pastors and church coordinators
on the phone to put the organiza-
tional structure in place and an-
swers the Walk of Faith hotline to
answer questions from the
churches.   And now she has earned
a new title.

Diane is the new national coor-
dinator for the Paul L. Bearfield
Walk of Faith, an annual fund-
raiser for Lifeword Broadcast Min-
istries. She succeeds Rick Russell,
who coordinated the event twelve
years (1989-1991 and 1998-2006).
Donny Parrish led the Walk during
his six-year tenure as director of
creative services (1992-1997).

Under Russell’s leadership Walk of Faith
contributions grew from $217,066 in 1989 to
a high of $423,099 in 2003.  He credits much
of the success to Diane Ward, who has served
as his assistant since 1992.

“Diane has been my strong right arm in the
Walk of Faith for many years,” Russell said.
“She knows the Walk inside-out, and she

Diane Ward and Rick Russell review plans as she
becomes national Walk of Faith coordinator for Lifeword.

continued on page 3

knows the people in our churches who make
this fundraiser work. She has some really great
ideas that will make it more effective than ever
before. As with everything else Diane does,
it’s going to be great!”   

Russell is leader of Lifeword’s broadcast

continued on page 5



2 May 15, 2007 •  Mississippi Baptist

News articles should
contain information that will
be of interest to the general
public who are not members

of the church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Gary Smith enters
evangelistic ministry

Bro. Gary
Smith has re-
signed South
Green Baptist
Church, Tu-
pelo, as pastor,
and has is a
full-time evan-
gelist. Bro.
Smith is now
scheduling re-
vivals and con-
certs for the summer and fall, 2007.

You may call him at 662-322-6974
or email Bro. Smith at
garysmithministries@yahoo.com.

Church Seeks Pastor
Recently the pastor of Mulberry

Missionary Baptist Church near
Richton, Mississippi (Wayne County)
resigned. The church is searching for
the “shepherd” that our Lord has for
us. If you are interested in an invita-
tion to “preach in view of a call,”
please call Bro. Joe Beech at 601-
735-3536, Bro. Rufus E. Landrum at
601-735-9972, or Bro. Thomas Smith
at 601-735-9792. Either of the three

will gladly discuss the matter and
make the necessary arrangements.

David Daw
601-735-4722

Church seeks Youth Pastor
Community Baptist Church,

Poplarville, Mississipi, is looking for
a youth minister.  If there is anyone
that feels led to apply for the position
to lead our youth, please call Scott
Hariel at 601-795-0438 or Chuck
Hariel at 601-795-8706.  Please help
us pray for the man God would have
in this position.

We also would like to let everyone
know we are having revival services
May 27th through June 1st.  Bro.
Travis Plumlee will be the evangelist.
We will have Sunday School at 10:00
a.m. then worship service at 11:00,
followed by dinner on the grounds
and an afternoon service that begins
around 1:30 to 2:00 p.m. (No evening
services on Sunday).  Monday through
Friday services begin at 7:00 p.m.
Friday night the youth will have pizza
at 6:00 p.m. & this is youth night.
(Youth defined as 1 to 99).  Please
join us if you can.  Bro. Travis is a
dynamic speaker and man of God.  If
you can't join us please be in prayer
for the services.

We are also beginning a new build-
ing project and we ask for your
prayers.  We are enjoying having Bro.
Sam Freeman as our pastor and his
family.

We do appreciate if you will help
us in prayer for our youth pastor,
revival, building project, and that God
will send us souls to add to His king-
dom.  May God bless each of you.

Belinda Mitchell, reporter

First Baptist, Calhoun
to hold revival

First Baptist, Calhoun will be hav-

Gary Smith

P.O. Box 4247, Laurel, Mississippi 39441 • (601) 649-0502
Email - bmayouth@comcast.net

LATRELLE WINDHAM
DIRECTOR

ing Revival services June 3-6. Regu-
lar Sunday morning services. We will
have lunch at the church and an after-
noon service, omitting the evening
service. Monday through Wednesday
nights will be at 7:00 P.M. Rev. Robby
White, pastor of Old Antioch Baptist
Church near Soso, will be preaching.

Pastor and members welcome you
to our services.

Harold A. Holifield, Pastor

Springhill, Ocean Springs
Greetings to our sister churches.

God continues to work here at
Springhill. In the past two months He
has blessed us with six additions by
baptism and four additions by letter.

We have five of our youth gradu-
ating from high school here in Ocean
Springs, some with honors. We are so
proud of them.

Our fellowship is very good and
enjoyable with attendance remaining
real good in all services. Most of our
folks have recovered from Katrina.
We thank each one for your help,
support, and prayers. Please continue
to pray for us as we seek to do God’s
will in this area. Come visit with us
when you can.

Duane Ledlow, Pastor

Church to host
Missionary to Africa

Bro. John Lindsey, BMA Mission-
ary to Africa, will be with Mt. Cal-
vary Baptist Church in Picayune,
Mississippi, on Wednesday, May 30.
He will be sharing how God is work-
ing on the mission field in Africa.  We
invite all who can to attend this ser-
vice.  The service will be held in the
Fellowship Hall at Mt. Calvary at
6:00 p.m.

Wayne Rice, pastor

Oakland, Vicksburg report
The members of Oakland Baptist

Church welcomed our new pastor
and family, Bro. Michael, Cheri, and
Jonathan Moore, on Sunday, April 1.
The Learning Garden Preschool at
OBC observed its Graduation and
Reception during the evening service
on May 6. This year's graduates are
Zoie Cantin, Meghan Hinston, An-
drew Johnson, Mia Johnston, Ethan
Puckett, and Sarah Tate. The
AWANA closing ceremony will be
during the evening service on May
13. We will be honoring our high
school graduate, Amber
Hollingsworth, on May 20 with a
reception during the evening service.
Vacation Bible School will be June
11-15 from 6-8 p.m.

Red Creek Revival
Red Creek Baptist Church will be

in revival June 3-8.  Our evangelist
will be Bro. Dan Carr, pastor of Faith
Baptist, Canal Road, Gulfport.  Ser-
vice times are Sunday at 10:45 a.m.
and 6:00 p.m.  We will have a covered
dish lunch after our morning service.
Monday – Friday at 7p.m.  Our church
is located at 630 Smithtown Rd./Red
Creek Church Rd., Wiggins, MS.

For more information contact Bro.
Scotty Rayburn at (601) 928-9886.
Everyone is invited!

Scotland Baptist Church, Bentonia
Scotland Baptist Church's Youth

Choir recently presented its first Eas-
ter Musical Sunday, March 18, 2007.
Under the direction of Margaret

Turner, eleven children took part in
singing songs about the crucifixion
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

In December, Scotland Baptist
Church hosted Brother Donnie Guy
in revival.  During and after the re-
vival, over 16 people have made acts
of profession from recommiting their
lives to Christ to baptism.  As a result,
our pastor has set up a very active
New Believers in Christ Bible Study
on Sunday afternoons.  Praise the
Lord!  God is good.

Scotland Baptist Church has five
seniors graduating from high school
this year and one graduating from
five-year-old kindergarten.  As a re-

ABS Next Fall! Association of Baptist Students
If you have High School students

that graduated and will be attending
college this fall, we would like to
have their names and addresses and
the college where they plan to attend.
College Ministry is great mission field
for our association to reach out to.

If you have students who have
attended Junior College and are plan-
ning to attend a University, we would
love to contact them through our de-
partment.

Our theme for the year is "Time".
Even before a student starts college
he will be making five of the most
important decisions that will affect
his life tremendously. The five big
questions of life are: (1) Where shall

I attend college? (2) What vocation
shall I pursue? (3) Whom shall I marry
or should I marry? (4) Where shall I
live? (5) Where shall I attend church?

A number of Christian boys and
girls are forsaking the church when
they go off to college. Let's help give
our students an opportunity in time
for college ministry.

Alcohol is a major problem on
college campuses and among stu-
dents. Gambling and sexual sins, lone-
liness and many other things are what
our kids have to deal with. Prayer-
fully consider our ministries for your
kids.

Summer Camp Season Starts Soon,
remember to pray.

Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE

FOR SERVICE

sult, Scotland held its annual Senior
Day on April 1 to honor these gradu-
ates as well as all the graduates in the
community.  After services, the chuch
also honored the seniors with a church
dinner.

If ever you find yourself in the
Yazoo County area, please feel free
to stop in and worship with us.  We
are located at 5617 Scotland Road in
Bentonia, MS.  Come worship with
us at Scotland Baptist Church where
every day with Jesus is sweeter than
the day before!

Melanie Hardy
Church Reporter

Woodlawn holds Easter Egg Hunt
On a beautiful Lord's Day follow-

ing morning service and a lunch of
hamburger/hotdogs youth and visi-
tors enjoyed a fun filled day. A
cakewalk won by Victoria Burrows
grouped the youth so they could be
divided into age groups. Group One -
Infant-4 years; Most Eggs - Caroline
Roberts; Golden Egg - Carter
McDonald; Bean Toss -Anna Leigh
O'Brien; Pin Tail on Bunny - Jay
Blake. Group Two: Most Eggs -
Blakeney O'Brien, who also won the
Sack Race and the Hop, Skip and
Jump; Evan Hattan - Golden Egg.
Group Three: Robbie McCary -
Golden Egg; Philip Burrows - Frisbee
Throw; Adam McMahon - Sack race.
Christian fellowship was enjoyed by
all.

Work is just about completed on
repairs to the sanctuary; rededication
information will be announced in the
near future.

Please continue to remember us in
your prayers as we work together for
the Lord!

New minister
available for service

B.J. Sullivan, a member of Mag-
nolia Baptist
Church in
Hattiesburg,
Mississippi,
surrendered
his life to the
Gospel min-
istry October
29, 2006. He
and his wife,
Marci, are
planning a
move to
Jacksonville,
Texas where B.J. will enroll in the
BMA Theological Seminary. Cur-
rently, he is a United States Marine

B.J. Sullivan

stationed at Keesler Air Force Base
and is scheduled to be discharged
sometime this Fall. B.J. and Marci
have a three-year old daughter whose
name is Kailey.

B.J. can be contacted for preach-
ing appointments and church ser-
vice as God may lead by calling 601-
329-4864, or through his pastor, Greg
Medenwald, by calling 601-264-
8087 (office), 601-264-8987 (home)
or 601-520-3135 (cell).
Editor’s note: Sullivan is the son-in-
law of Bro. Greg Medenwald, pas-
tor of Magnolia Baptist Church,
Hattiesburg.

Walter Hickman
Bro. Walter Hickman has resigned

as pastor of the Hacienda Baptist
Church, Las Cruces, N.M. He and
his wife Norma have moved to Semi-
nary, Mississippi. Bro. Hickman is
available for service and may be
reached at 505-496-5875 (cell phone)
or through his daughter, Leah Ricks
at 918-409-1448. He is a graduate of
both Southeastern Baptist College
and William Carey University.
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Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Change of Pace
We thank the Lord for changes in

our lives from time to time. The sum-
mer semester at Southeastern has ar-
rived. It is a time of closing out one
year and making extensive plans for
the next year. Yes, we do work in the
summer! A class in college algebra
will meet in the month of June.

Graduation
The graduation service was held

on May 10, 2007, and was a great
time for the graduates. We are includ-

Associate of Arts
in Business Administration
Gustavo E. Salazar
Sondra Louise Walters

Diploma in Bible
(42 Semester Hours)
Gladys Thompkins

Diploma in Christian Leadership
(24 Semester Hours in Bible)
Sidney Tucker

Certificate in Christian Leadership
(12 Semester Hours in Bible)
Helen Crosby
Byron Arrington
Troy Leggett

Fall Registration
Registration for the Fall semester

is now going on. Anyone interested in
enrolling for that semester should
contact Mr. Ronnie Kitchens at the
college at 601-426-6346. Pray that
the Lord will send us many new and
returning students.

Memorial Gifts
We appreciate those who send

memorial offerings in honor and
memory of loved ones. Usually these
contributions are made to the Library
or the Foundation. The gifts to the
Library are very helpful. The assets in
the Foundation are steadily growing,
and this makes the college income
from the Foundation increase.

A gift to the Foundation in memory
of Mrs. Elbert (Catherine) Boutwell
was received recently. May the Lord
bless the Boutwell family.

Former SBC President
Eugene Murphy brought the

2007 Commencement address.

2007 Gradutes of Southeastern Baptist College

ing a corrected list of graduates (Some
names were not on the last list.) and
some pictures of the event. Dr. Eu-
gene Murphy gave a good challenge
to the graduates.

Bachelor of Science -
Church Ministries
Wilfred Earl Bridges
Charles T. Davis (High Honors)
Hubert Aaron Dyess
Kelby R. Johnson
Linncoyaa Rice
Joshua Phil Spiers

Associate of Arts in Bible
Kimble L. Allen (Honors)
Jerry Bolton
Timothy Glen Buchanan (High Hon-
ors)
Richard Lee Clark
Christopher Marcus Freeman
Kelby R. Johnson
Rev. Percy Pollard, Jr.
Gustavo E. Salazar
Dennis Shaw (High Honors)

Associate of Arts
in General Education
Kimble L. Allen (Honors)
Maria de los Angeles Estes
Nancy Noiy Knight

team, and Diane will continue to serve
as his assistant in addition to her
duties as Walk of Faith coordinator.

Diane Is Calling
Months of preparation go into the

success of each year’s Walk.  Diane
already has selected the thirteen re-
gional directors for the event, and she
is helping them name area coordina-
tors for each local association in the
BMA of America.  Diane said she
needs and appreciates the coopera-
tion of pastors and church leaders
when she or the regional directors
call.

“I just want to put our pastors on
notice that they may be contacted by
someone other then me or Lifeword
staff members in behalf of the Walk
of Faith.  Just remember that all those

Lifeword
from page 1

regional directors and area coordina-
tors are volunteers, and so please give
them a listening ear and show them
true Christian courtesy,” Diane said.

The Walk of Faith will be the only
special emphasis for Lifeword this
year, and Executive Director George
Reddin is asking for record participa-
tion.

“Doors are opening for new broad-
cast outreach, and we need a record
Walk of Faith to seize those opportu-
nities,” Reddin said.  “Give Diane
your best cooperation this year.  It
will show support for Diane and ap-
preciation for Rick’s twelve years of
good leadership in the Walk.  We
stand ready to come to your church
and give you an update on what God
is doing through this ministry if you
will invite us.”

You may contact Lifeword via the
Walk of Faith hotline:
1.800.543.1090.

E. Harold Henderson Emphasis Continues Through May
by Kevin W. Clayton, D.Min.

I greet you in the strong name of
Jesus, our Savior, from DiscipleGuide
Church Resources! Hopefully you
caught our new name in that opening
sentence. We are in the process of
completing the merger of three de-
partments of the BMA of America.
Baptist Publishing House, Depart-
ment of Church Ministries, and De-
partment of Camp Ministries are all
united now as DiscipleGuide Church
Resources. Also included in the
merger is Baptist News Service (In-
formation Services), Missions Litera-
ture Ministry, and Pathway
(DiscipleGuide) Christian Store. Ob-
viously this merger of departments
within the BMAA has constituted
quite an undertaking for our associa-
tion.

The E. Harold Henderson Easter
Offering provides vital financial sup-
port for DiscipleGuide, as well as the
BMA Theological Seminary,
Minister’s Resource Services, and the
Moral Action Committee. Easter 2007
was the inauguration of this special

offering. We trust that
this special emphasis
will become an annual
tradition among the
churches of the BMA
of America.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y
many of our pastors
have reported to us
that they did not lead
their church to partici-
pate in this special of-
fering this year due to
various factors. While
we certainly respect
each church’s au-
tonomy in this regard, we do want to
reiterate the awesome need for your
support and to remind you that our
actual special emphasis period runs
through the month of May. In other
words, it’s not too late to have a part

in supporting the de-
velopment of disciple-
ship and ministry re-
sources, Christian
education, and much
more through this spe-
cial emphasis! Your
efforts to make this
offering a financial
success will redound
to the glory of God
throughout the world-
wide ministry of the
BMAA. Thank you for
your prayers for us and
consideration of my

heartfelt appeal to you on behalf of
these departments and agencies of
our associated work.

If we can help by supplying you
with the DVD and bulletin inserts,
please call us at 870-772-4550.

The late
Dr. E. Harold Henderson

Short Message Series by Rev. Grover Laird

Grover Laird

It is difficult for a preacher to be
completely free to speak the Word of
God. Many who think that they are
free are really not. Often times parts
of the Lord’s message is left off be-
cause the preacher is afraid of how
the people would react, or because he
feels that he is preaching too many
messages of rebuke, or he is afraid
that the people do not believe what he
is preaching. He may even preach in
a way to get the Amens and the smiles
of the congregation, rather than the
approval of God. But in either case,
the preachers need to be free.

People’s reaction to a preacher’s
message and ministry is normally to
an extreme. If they like him and his
preaching, they will hold him too
high. If he fails in getting their ap-
proval, they put him down too low.
Realizing that he and his ministry are
continually being evaluated--an
evaluation that may bring favors or
hurt--a preacher will have to pray for
grace to stay free.

The Apostle Paul was a man who
seemed to be free to minister as the

Lord directed. Instead of building
himself up in the eyes of men, he tried
to get the eyes of people off of him.
To the church at Corinth he wrote,

"Who then is Paul,
and who is
Apollos, but min-
isters by whom ye
believed, even as
the Lord gave to
every man?" (1
Corinthians 3:5)
He sought to get
people to look at
all true ministers

alike, though he realized that the more
faithful ones would stand higher on
Judgment day than those who were
less faithful. For this reason he
wrote,"Now he that planteth and he
that watereth are one: and every man
shall receive his own reward accord-
ing to his own labour." (1 Corinthians
3:8)

Paul made sure that if people
thought highly of him it would be
according to what they saw, or heard

continued on page 8

Preachers Need To Be Free
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

"Dear Brother Eli, I have been out of town
on vacation, and I would have sent you my

tithe, but I already sealed the envelope."

All I have seen teaches me to trust the Creator for all I have not seen.

Pastor’s wife passes away
Mrs. Catherine Boutwell
MANTACHIE - Catherine Boutwell,
81, died Friday, April 27, 2007, at the
North Mississippi. Medical Center
after an extended illness. She was
born Oct. 22, 1925, in the "Free State"
of Jones County to the late Louis
Napoleon and Ada Walters Miller.
She grew up in the Myrick commu-
nity and graduated from Myrick High
School. While training to be a nurse,
she met Elbert Boutwell. They mar-
ried August 17, 1947. After Elbert
surrendered to the ministry in 1949,
she spent her life by his side doing the
Lord's work. He pastored many
churches in the state and served on
the mission field with her as his con-
stant supporter. They touched many
lives throughout 58 years in the min-
istry, especially children. She was an
active member of Oak Grove Mis-
sionary Baptist church in the Ratliff
community of Itawamba County. She
excelled at cooking for her family and
friends and giving "guidance" to all
who needed it.

Services were held Sunday, April
29, at the McNeece-Morris Funeral
Home Chapel in Mantachie. Bro.

Grover Laird and Bro. Gary Smith
officiated.

Survivors include her husband,
Bro. Elbert Boutwell; one daughter,
Connie Sheffield of Dorsey; three
sons, Ron Boutwell and Eddie
Boutwell (Jan Cooper) all of
Mantachie, and Dan Boutwell of
Booneville; six grandchildren, Amy
Johnson (Chris) of Saltillo, Scott
Boutwell (Stephanie Upton) of Ozark,
Misty Austin and Christy Boutwell,
both of Tupelo, Brent Sheffield (Dana
Carver) of Dorsey and Sean Boutwell
(Candy Robinson) of Unity; seven
great-grandchildren, Meggan
Johnson, Cory Scribner, James Elbert
Boutwell, Randa Dees, Alexandria
Sheffield, Abby and Tanner Boutwell;
one brother, Theron Miller of Tuck-
ers' Crossing , Laurel. She was guard-
ian of Gary Winland of West Vir-
ginia, who still calls her "mom".

She was preceded in death by her
parents; one daughter, Susan
LaDonna; one sister, Virgie Hurst;
one brother, Thurmon Miller; and her
sister, Hazel Cleckler, who died within
minutes of Catherine on Friday.

The sympathies of all of us who
knew Mrs. Boutwell go out to her
dear family.

Guest Editorial

Unity or Uniformity?
by Jerry Fulton, editor

Baptist Progress
BMA of Texas

We often hear our fellow believ-
ers say things like, “In order to keep
unity, we should do thus and so.”
The problem is, most of the time,
when such a statement is made, the
person making it has confused
“unity” with “uniformity.”

Unity has been defined as “agree-
ment of parts; harmonious adjust-
ment of constituent elements.” Uni-
formity, on the other hand, means
“Always the same, as in character or
degree; unvarying.” By simple defi-
nition of the two words, we find that
unity leaves room for diversity, uni-
formity does not.

When we are in unity, we have
come together from varied back-
grounds and convictions having de-
termined to agree for the sake of the
cause. Uniformity, on the other hand,
insists things be done one way and
one way only. Unity respects. Uni-
formity demands.

Because we are a part of the
priesthood of believers, God has
given each of us direct access to
God without another person’s inter-
vention. We have access in our
prayers and in our faith. We require
no pope, no confessor, no saint of
the church and no president of an
association or convention to guide
us into God’s presence.

Second, as individual priests, we
are responsible to Christ for our
ethic and our lifestyle. The church
as a whole has the duty to support,
teach sound doctrine and pray for
each believer. But ultimately, no
one can coerce anyone into any par-
ticular stripe of morality or theol-
ogy.

Third, priesthood means we have

the privilege, but also bear the pres-
sure, of opening the Bible, reading
it and reaching our decisions about
what it means as the power of the
Holy Spirit gives us direction.

As an association of churches
and as individual members of local
churches, we are not always going
to agree. Still, as Associational Bap-
tists, with our varied backgrounds,
educations and convictions, we
agree on enough that we are unified
to “associate” with one another in
fulfilling the Great Commission.

However, there is a danger when
any individual or group in our
churches or association issue de-
mands and ultimatums that we do
things their way or else. When we
reach such a point, we are no longer
unified, but uniform.

We all have our preferences, but
we must seek first the Kingdom of
God and His righteousness. My point
is, the things we argue over, even
demand of each other, do not matter
as far as eternity is concerned, or
then, maybe they do, if we allow
them to occupy our time instead of
doing what matters most—going and
making disciples of every nation!

From the Editor
On Opinions
and Opinions

We have chosen to run the article
to the left from Jerry Fulton, editor of

the BMA of
Texas publica-
tion the Baptist
Progress. Al-
though Jerry
does not directly
address the dis-
cussion at our
annual meeting
in Fort Smith,
Arkansas, this
past April, it is
apparent that
d i s c u s s i o n

prompted his editorial.
The freedom to express our opin-

ion on subjects of interest to our work
and the constraint to respond  in a
loving, brotherly manner are essen-
tial to our fellowship. We have re-
ceived numerous letters to the editor
that address the issues at hand and
have printed some of them.

The opinion of our readers and
members of our churches is valued
and respected and we urge those with
differing opinions to be respectful in
their hearing and responding. Our
mission - to reach the world with the
Gospel - is the core of our work. May
we approach differences of opinion
in a humble, Christ-like manner, and
with respect to our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ.

Materials needed for Vietnam
Dear Editor,

I have recently had the privilege of
working with some Filipino Baptists

who are ministering in home churches
in Vietnam.  They are very conserva-
tive and are leery of modern liberalis-
tic leanings that they are observing
among some Baptists that have min-
istries in Vietnam and do not wish to
associate with them. They need good
Baptist doctrinal study materials and
sound Baptist sermon manuscripts
on CDs.  God willing, I will return to
Vietnam, June 18, and if you have
materials that would be suitable for
them on CDs, please forward them to
Bobby Bowman, 103 Mill Creek
Drive, Greenbrier AR 72058.  My
phone number is 501-205-4926, and
my email address is
bbowman@eimworldwide.org.

On behalf of workers who are lay-
ing it all on the line for the Lord and
hundreds of young Vietnamese Chris-
tians, I thank you.

Bobby Bowman

Former Mississippi pastor’s
wife to hold ‘book signing’
Dear Friends

I am writing you about an up-
coming event which is of a personal

nature to my family. My mother,
Sandra Jones, wife of the late C. Bert
Jones, BMA pastor of over 40 years
until his death in 2000, has written a
series of books entitled The Button
Box. The first in the series has been
published by Publish America and is
presently on the market. It is entitled
“The Brass Button: No Surrender, No
Retreat.” It is a Christian, western,
historical romance. Many women and
quiet a number of men have also sung
its praises, including her pastor at
First Baptist Jacksonville Texas,
Brother Vernon Lee. It is fictional,
romance but she makes a brilliant
effort to bring in the message of the
gospel and the principles of God’s continued on page 6

Word. If you enjoy reading this one is
a must for you.

The event, I mentioned is coming
up on May 26th, at the Baptist Book-
store in Laurel. Mrs. Jones will be
there to do a book signing. She also
would be glad to come and speak to
your WMA ladies or any of your adult
groups in your church

In addition to being a pastor’s wife,
Sandy Jones was involved in the
WMA work for many years on all
levels and was the GMA promoter for
many years for the National WMA.
She did much of her writing, while
spending time with my brother in
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Commission on Senior Adults
Vern D.Holifield, Director

4226 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440

2007 Conferences successful
and enjoyed by all

This article is being written on
May 11, 2007.  The North Senior
Adult Conference was held the past
Tuesday.  We had a great day in the
Lord. The Hopewell Church and pas-
tor Danny Pitts did a wonderful job
entertaining the Conference.  Those
on the program were at their best. The
food was good too.  A spirit of wor-
ship and praise was manifest all day
long.  I do appreciate the several
pastors who took time to attend the
Conference with their people. Most
of the time the pastor is the key.  If he
is cool toward such a meeting, then
his people will be cool.  If he is
positive and pushes such a meeting,
then his people will be positive.

Many Senior Adults in our
churches give financial support to
every phase or department of the work.

These give financial support to the
ministry of their church. They attend,
and they pray for the Lord's Work.
Therefore we should do all we can to
support them in their activities. We
have two conferences each year. I
urge every pastor and all leaders in
our BMA of Mississippi to join the
Commission  as we try to provide two
great, Spiritual days for our older
members.

Church and association visits
The wife and I enjoyed our visits to

Calvary, Taylorsville: Bethel, Semi-
nary;: Berean Soso; Bethel, Louise;
and Hopewell Fulton. We visited the
Big Creek, Tombigbee, Delta and
Harmony Associations since  my last
report.

New Senior Adult organizations
The Bethel Church, Bassfield and

Scenes from 2007 Senior Adult Conferences - Picayune and Fulton

the Berean Church, Soso have orga-
nized a work for their Seniors.  More
and more the churches are seeing the
need for a positive ministry for their
older ones. If I can assist you in orga-
nizing please let me know.

Financial support
The Lord continues to lead our

people to support the Commission
financially.  This is His Work and He
takes care of His Work.  The Spencer
Memorial Church, Pascagoula and
pastor Virgil Ainsworth have us in
their budget.  Their first check came
today.

he is.  He is the man of God who
watches for the souls of his people
(Hebrews 13:17)  and he has every
right to condemn nakedness, and tight
clothing that reveals the body and
fires the sexual imagination and blurs
the line of demarcation between the
sexes.  Make no provision for the

flesh and don't flaunt the flesh either.
Baptist preachers won't preach

against tattoos, body piercings on men
and women and earrings on men,
because they want to "reach" them.
Reach them with what?  You do not
have to look like the world to reach
the world.  When Paul said he bore in
his "body the marks of the Lord Jesus"
(Gal. 6:17), he wasn't speaking of a
tattoo of Jesus.  I understand that it is
through the preaching of the Gospel
that men are saved, but there is never
a teaching of sepa-
ration that follows
the preaching of
the Gospel to those
who have been
saved.  Jesus said
to preach the gos-
pel to every crea-
ture (evangelism)
and Paul said to
preach the word (to
those who have
been evangelized),
reprove, rebuke
and exhort with all
long suffering.  It is not an either/or
situation.  We are to preach the gospel
and preach the whole counsel of God,
which includes reproving, rebuking
and exhorting.

I was once told, as a young
preacher, to not preach against
"things" but just preach the gospel
and love people.  The preacher who
gave me this advice didn't preach
against sin and railed against those
who did.  It was later found that
during his ministry he had done just
that: preached the gospel and loved
people.  Actually, he loved many
people, many women that is, to whom
he was not married.  By the way,
warning people of danger is loving
them.

Baptist preachers seldom preach
about hell and eternal punishment of
the lost in an eternal lake of fire.  Hell
should never be preached without the
cross of Calvary as the emphasis, but
the cross is often preached with no
mention of hell. Why is there a need
for the cross if there is no hell?

Baptist preachers do not often
preach on the authority structure of
the home, with the husband as the
head and the wife as the completer.
Parents are to be in charge of chil-
dren, administering correction and
discipline through love, training them
to be submissive to parental authority
in preparation for their submission to
God in salvation.

Baptist preachers often fail to
preach against ungodly entertainment
via television and videos.  Christians
should not watch others commit acts
that are ungodly and which they them-
selves do not commit. Christians
should not listen to others profane,
mock, and blaspheme the name of
God, especially when they themselves
refrain from such wickedness.  Expo-
sure to such filth desensitizes the be-
liever to sin and it's consequences,
breaking down barriers and inhibi-

tions, weakening believers and pre-
paring them for a fall.

Baptist preachers are hesitant to
preach against corruption among poli-
ticians, afraid of offending those who
vote for liberals based on party alone.
Right is right and wrong is wrong.
Just call it for what it is.

Preaching against sin heightens
awareness of right and wrong and
reestablishes the standard of abso-
lutes.  There is a God and a devil, a
right and a wrong, a heaven and a hell,

and everyone is go-
ing to one or the
other.  Preaching
standards of right or
wrong help to re-
mind there is a stan-
dard for which
God's children are
to live up to.  Spe-
cific, pointed
preaching is effec-
tive.  Telling people
they need to live a
Christian life and
please God only

tells them what to do, without telling
them how to do it.  If the Ten Com-
mandments were written by man with
today's understanding, they would be
condensed to one statement,  "Thou
shalt not do wrong."  Though the
preceding statement is true, it doesn't
say anything specific about sin.  I
once heard a vague sermon against
worldliness.  Worldliness was never
defined, no examples were given, and
no consequences were listed.  The
preacher just said it was bad and we
ought not to be worldly.  I left the
sermon agreeing that worldliness is
bad, but without a clue as to whether
or not I was worldly.

In most cases where there is an
emphasis on evangelism, there is no
emphasis on instruction in righteous-
ness for the newly saved.  The empha-
sis is to "reach" them by appealing to
them or relating to them or under-
standing them. After reaching them
with salvation, we need to reach them
with right living.  They are not to be
conformed to this world  (Romans
12:2) but be conformed to the image
of Christ (Romans 8:29).  To be con-
formed  means to be pressed into the
mold of something, which means sub-
mission.  Modern Christianity places
an emphasis on hanging on to your
"rights" and fitting God into your life,
instead of totally surrendering to God
in submission to His will and stan-
dards.  When we don't preach separa-
tion from sin and the world for God's
children, it undercuts the preaching
of the Gospel and therefore affects
the harvest long term,  for future
generations.

We have a full generation in power
today who have not heard the truth
about sin,  and brother, it's evident in
churches, politics, schools, families
and the workplace.   May God be
merciful to those preachers who are
not living up to their calling to preach
the word.

Blind Watchmen and Dumb Dogs
continued from page 1

Baptist preachers
won't preach against

tattoos, body piercings
on men and women

and earrings on men,
because they want
to "reach" them.
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Mississippi State W.M.A.
Mrs. Jean Knight, President

27 Paramount Church Rd.
Perkinston, MS 39573
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Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533
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Remembering Those
 Who Have Gone Before Us

On May 28 we will honor the many
who have given their lives to preserve
the liberties and freedoms that we
enjoy as Americans on this Memorial
Day holiday.  May we never forget
the price they paid and give God
thanks for the ultimate sacrifice they
gave.

As we honor the patriots of
America it is also fitting to show our
heart felt appreciation for the many
soldiers of faith.  One such true pa-
triot of the faith was Apostle Paul.  He
gave his farewell words to us in 2
Timothy 4:6-8. “For I am now ready
to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand.  I have fought a
good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith: Henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give me at that day: and
not to me only, but unto all them also
that love his appearing.”

MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST

CHILDREN'S HOME
118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-3928 SIDNEY DAVIS

DIRECTOR

Paul was able to look back on his
life and say, “I have fought a good
fight.” We need to take time to look
back.  Have we fought a good fight?
Are we doing the will of God in our
lives from our heart?

One day life is going to end for you
and me.  I trust we will be able to look
to the Lord Jesus Christ just as Paul
did.  Praise God for the memories of
the many patriots of faith who have
gone before us.

BMA of Mississippi Meeting
In just a few days the BMA of

Mississippi will be meeting with the
First Baptist Church of Midway near
Sumrall.  I’m looking forward to re-
porting to the association of the bless-
ings of the Lord on the ministry of the
Children’s Home.

Expression of Sympathy
We would like to express our sym-

pathy to the family of Mrs. Catherine
Boutwell.  Bro. Elbert and Catherine

were special friends to me when I first
surrendered to the ministry and con-
tinued to be so.  The Boutwell family
has been a blessing to many.  Our
prayers and thoughts are with the
Boutwell family during their time of
loss and sorrow

Special Offerings
Special offerings received are as

follow:  Cypress Creek, Brooklyn,
$571; F. B. Shady Grove, Laurel,
$950; Spring Hill, Laurel, $250; New
Bethany, Ellisville, $400; New
Bethany Brotherhood, Ellisville, $60;
Buffalo Children, McLain, $116.47;
Parkview, Laurel, $41; Good Hope,
Stringer, $200; Big Creek District
WMA, $213; Lee’s Chapel #2, Pica-
yune, $25; Mt. Calvary Auditorium
S. S. Class, Picayune, $100; Canaan,
Lucedale, $100; Buffalo, McLain,
$477; Mr. & Mrs. Claiborne Bounds,
Picayune, $100.00.  We appreciate
each of these gifts as well as regular
monthly contributions.

WMA Midyear Meeting
First  Baptist Midway, Sumrall

May 21, 2007  -  7:00 p.m.
We are looking forward to seeing each of you again  for our midyear

meeting.  The officers meeting will be at 5:30 p.m. with  light refreshments
served by the ladies at Midway Church.

Our WMA meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m.  We  welcome our guest
speaker Mrs. Sandy Jones, author of a series of books  entitled "Button Box".
The first book, "The Brass Button" is in  print and will be available for purchase
at the meeting.

Ladies you do not have to be a member of the WMA to  attend this meeting.
Come and see what we are doing; and hear how God is  blessing us.  It would
be a joy to see you there.  Let's pray that the  Lord will bless in this meeting.

Jean Knight, President

WMA News Flash!
The National WMA has good news to share.  Together, they raised over

$40,000 for the project for 2006-2007 which was Creative Access Nations
Ministry.  Praise the Lord!

More good news - The project for next year is a double.  The BMAA
Theological Seminary Missions Video Classroom and an ambulance for use
in China.  The total will be divided with 40% going to each of these projects
and 15% going to the Youth Fund and 5% going to the General Fund of the
National WMA.

This is a stupendous opportunity for the WMA to exercise their middle
name - MISSIONARY.  Each WMA is being asked to check to see what their
WMA did for the project last year and then set their sights toward doubling that
amount this next year.

Send all offerings with checks made out to: National WMA of BMAA, c/
o Glenda Tipton, P.O.Box 95274, North Little Rock, AR 72190.

Your National WMA Project Promotion Committee

By Bobby L. Hudgens
Who has not been fascinated by

the life of a man who was a giant-
killer, musician, king, adulterer, mur-
derer, warrior, grieving parent, and
once called a man “after God’s own
heart”? The “sweet psalmist of Is-

rael” was a tender musician who led
others in worship, who knew the heart
of God, who provided relief through
his music, who felt passionately, who
loved his God deeply. David’s epic
story is ours. He felt the things we
feel, expressed our emotions, suc-
ceeded amazingly, and failed miser-
ably. Most of all this shepherd-boy-
turned-king showed us the heart of
God at work in a life devoted to Him.

After God’s Heart is designed to
be a Bible study guide. It has “Medi-
tations” between the chapters that
serve as bridges from one event in
David’s life to another. Sometimes
they continue the story, but other times
they give background information.
The book is intended to be a fourteen-
to fifteen-week personal or group
Bible study.

Author Lynn Silvey is married to
Paul and is the mother of two sons,
Zack and Matt. She has participated
in Sunbeams, Girl’s Missionary Aux-

DiscipleGuide Introduces the 2007 WMA Study Book
iliary, and Women’s Missionary Aux-
iliary, serving well in many positions
in her local WMA, as well as in dis-
trict, state, and national WMA of-
fices. Lynn touches the lives of others
as she serves as church musician and
teacher. She teaches high school En-
glish and teaches in LeTourneau
University’s adult program and part-
time at Panola College.

After God’s Heart is the 2007
WMA study book and you can order
your copy today for just $12.95 by
calling 1-800-333-1442.
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Baptist Missionary Association Theological Seminary 
1530 E. Pine St.     Jacksonville, TX 75766 

800-259-LORD (5673) 
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Motion Classes Summer 2007 
 

June 4-8, 2007 
Biblical Evangelism 

EV 311/411/521 
Dr. Elton McCann, 
Dr. Philip Attebery,  
Dr. Charley Holmes 

(Conway, AR) 
 

 
June 18-22, 2007 

Preparation & Delivery of 
Sermons/Homiletics 

PR 311/611 
Dr. Joe Pendleton 

 
June 25-29, 2007 

Administrative Christian 
Leadership 

RE 512 
Dr. Mike Smith 

Guest: Bill Stewart 

 
July 9-13, 2007 

Old Testament Introduction 
& Survey I 

OT 511 
Dr. Matthew McKellar 

 

 
July 23-27, 2007 

Christian 
Psychology/Advanced 
Christian Psychology 

RE  325/535 
Dr. Ronnie Johnson 

(Conway, AR) 

 

 
July 30-August 3, 2007 

Intermediate Greek 
GRK 415 

Dr. James Shine 

August 1, 2, and 3, 2007 
Church History: Survey of Baptist Heritage 

CH 621 
Charleston, South Carolina 

 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE HAS BEEN EXTENDED… 
    CALL TODAY! 

 
           “Earnestly contending for the faith” 

Letters
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Honduras, missionary Collin Jones.
She is now the dorm director at Jack-
sonville College. If you have any ques-
tions please feel free to call me at 601-
428-0921 or (cell) 601-580-1281.

Corbey Jones, pastor
Good Hope Baptist Church
Stringer, Mississippi

Can you defend the NIV Bible?
Dear Editor,

For many years the argument over
which Bible has been debated among
believers. A recent defender, Bro.
Josh Spears, in his letter in the Missis-
sippi Baptist has caused some to ques-
tion what is right. This is why I am
writing this letter - to make it clear no
one can defend the NIV Bible . If you
believe you can, then here are the
places I would like for you to defend.
There are many verses, but let us look
at just a few. These are of most impor-
tance to our beliefs.

1. The Purpose For Which Jesus Came
Matt 18:11 For the Son of man is

come to save that which was lost.
(KJV) This verse is not found in NIV
Bible. In every NIV I have ever looked
at it simply is not there. In some of the

NIV Study Bibles this verse is a foot-
note or center reference, but not in the
main scripture as you read the Bible.

So my first question how can you
defend the leaving out, even once, the
purpose of Jesus to save the lost. You
simply cannot defend this wrong.

2. The Precious Blood Of Jesus
Col. 1:14 In whom we have re-

demption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins: (KJV)

Col. 1:14 In whom we have re-
demption, the forgiveness of sins.
(NIV)
As you compare the two verses notice
through his blood is missing in the
NIV Bible. Again how can you once
defend taking out the blood of Christ.
To place His blood as a footnote is
without excuse. If His blood was not
necessary then he came for nothing .
The blood of Christ should never be a
footnote in any Bible .

3. The Qualification For Baptism
Acts 8:37 And Philip said, If thou

believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest. And he answered and said, I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God. (KJV) Again this verse is not
found in the NIV Bible. The verse
may be a footnote in some study
Bibles, but to my knowledge never in

continued on page 7
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John Adams

What God Stands For

Dr. Richard  Land, Editor of Faith
and Family Values, stated during a
panel discussion at a Values voter
Seminar that “God is”  (1) Pro-life,
(2) pro-heterosexual, and (3) anti-
pornography.

Among many other moral values,
these three truly stand out in our de-
caying culture.  As associational Bap-
tist churches, pastors and leaders our
stand is also: (1) pro-life.  The Chris-
tian Action Commission and this di-
rector are for God’s Biblical view of
marriage and the sanctity of life com-
ing from that holy union of a married
couple.  We applaud the United States
Supreme Court ruling released on
April 18, 2007.  In a 5-4 decision, the
court reversed two federal appeals
courts and affirmed the Partial Birth
Abortion Ban Act.   This is the first
judicially vindicated restriction on a
specific procedure since the Supreme
Court legalized abortion in the 1973
Roe vs Wade opinion.

The Partial Birth Abortion Ban
Act bars a second and third trimester

good question is, “when was the last
time you saw or read about a happily
married couple who loved God and
His Word?  God’s Word still stands
true

The (3) Anti-pornography stance
of faithful Christians is still needed
today.  There has been such a massive
intrusion of media, magazine, and
computers moving into the living
quarters of our homes.  This multi-
billion dollar porn industry has de-
stroyed marriages, home life and chil-
dren. The family disintegration has
left behind a sad trail of emptiness.

I close this CAC article with a
quote made by Actress Eva Mendes,
co-star of the movie “Ghost Rider.”
This quote is dated February 6, 2007,

“I love the idea of selling your soul to
the devil, because I kind of feel like I
do it a little everyday in this busi-
ness.”

Pray, pray, pray

Trustee of the Month
Our trustee for the month is Rev.

Kevin Marr who is 37 years old.  His
hometown is Memphis, Tennessee.
He is married to Jill Marr, who was
born in Costa Rica and has lived in
many states. They have two children:
Kati (8 years old) and Connor (2 years
old).

Bro. Marr began his ministry at the
age of 14.  He has pastored for 14
years and has been serving as a mis-
sionary church planner for 3 ½ years.
We are honored to have Bro. Marr as
a trustee for the C.A.C.

Supporting Churches
of the C.A.C.
Farmington, Corinth
East Central Association, Richton
First of Shady Grove, Laurel
First of Oak Grove, Hattiesburg
First of Midway, Sumrall

procedure in which an intact baby is
delivered.  In an actual abortion sce-
nario, the baby is delivered and the
doctor pierces the base of the infant’s
skull with surgical scissors, inserts a
catheter into the skull opening and
suctions out the brain, killing the baby.
The Partial Birth Abortion Ban Law
does allow an exception if the
mother’s life is threatened or in dan-
ger.

We Baptists, also take a strong
stand on (2) Pro-heterosexual.  These
so-called homosexual and lesbian al-
liances are an abomination in God’s
eyes and pronounced so in His Holy
Word.  We must face this issue in our
day and help turn the tide back to a
one man, one woman, holy marriage.

It is time preach it, teach it, and live it.
Your Christian Action Commission
urges you to get involved.  This is a
hotly debated subject and our chil-
dren, teens, and churches need clear
Biblical direction.

“For many of us,” states Cal Tho-
mas in an October, 2006 article, “when
growing up a social stigma was a
good thing. Society’s approval or dis-
approval of certain behaviors deter-
mines whether it increases or de-
creases”

Do many people care about this
issue today?  Not when Hollywood
celebrities, politicians, musicians,
actors, lobbyists, and overpaid sports
figures are clamoring for the homo-
sexual and lesbianism lifestyle.  A

Letters
from page 6

main text.
If believing with all your heart that

Jesus is the Son of God is not neces-
sary, why would Philip have thought
it necessary to ask. It is a question we
must ask every candidate for baptism
even today . Leaving out this verse
opens the door for infant baptism and
baptism for salvation instead of a
belief in the heart that Jesus saves.

4. The Never Ending Power and Glory
of God

Matt 6:13 And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.
(KJV)
Matt 6:13 And lead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from the evil
one. (NIV)

Again notice the last part of the
verse in the King James Bible For
thine is The Kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever. Amen. (KJV)

This is not found in the NIV Bible.
How can you defend this? Will God's

(KJV)
Mark 9:46 Where their worm dieth
not, and the fire is not quenched.
(KJV)
Mark 9:48 Where their worm dieth
not, and the fire is not quenched.
(KJV)
Mark 9:48 Where their worm does
not die, and the fire is not quenched.
(NIV)

There is simply no defence for a
NIV Bible when it leaves out the
Power of God, the Purpose of Christ,
the Precious Blood of Christ, the
Qualification for Baptism, the Aw-
fulness of Hell.

We are waiting for your defense of
the NIV Bible. If you can defend THE

NIV BIBLE in these verses I have
mentioned I want to know how?

Therefore we tell our young preach-
ers to stand up for what is sound
doctrine. Bro Josh Spears did stand
up for what was right. My concern is
will you stand with him and the proven
King James Bible. If we are to preach
the word as the infallible Word of
God, we should stand and vote for
those who do.

Thank you Bro. Josh Spears for
your stand . You are not alone: there
are many others in God's work and we
should all stand together.

Pastor Randy Clark
Tiger Creek Baptist Church

Ovett, Mississippi

kingdom power and glory one day
end? Then why leave this out? There
is no defense!

5. The Awfulness Of Hell
The NIV Bible leaves out verses

44 and 46, but includes verse 48. Is it
too much to repeat how bad hell will
be for a lost person. When the NIV
leaves out a verse the number for the
verse is simply skipped so the reader
will not notice. The Devil is a de-
ceiver, be careful! From corrupted
manuscripts you get a corrupted NIV
Bible. All these verses are in the
trusted manuscripts.
Mark 9:44 Where their worm dieth
not, and the tire is not quenched.

Leave It
To Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

Emergency Code for the Christian
The telephone number 9-1-1 is an

emergency number for use in case of
emergency. I can use it when I need
help. “Lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil” is the emergency
code for the Christian. Jesus knew
His children would fail at trials in life.
He himself was tempted.  He pro-
vided us with an emergency code.

Simon Peter failed at the point of

temptation.  Jesus (Luke 22:31) told
Simon he would pray for him and
when he was turned about to
strengthen his fellow Apostles.  Simon
realized this many years after the in-
cident.  In his writings (1 Peter 5:8) he
talks about Satan who eats people up
like a lion.  How does Simon know
this?  He was the main course at the
meal! Jesus instructs us to talk to Him
in this portion of the Model Prayer.

James speaks to us about tempta-
tions (James 1:13) and tells us our
own involvement in sinful behaviors
lead us to fall into the traps of sin.  A
serious passage from Paul (1
Corinthians 10:13) tells us that God
will provide us an escape from temp-
tations.  Both of these passages in
their context instruct us to leave our
sinful patterns of life to be joined
with Christ.

Jesus cried out in prayer with loud
crying and tears (Hebrews 5:7-9) to
the one able to save him from tempta-
tions. This portion of the Model Prayer
is from the very heart of Jesus. We do
not have the ability to face the vicis-

situdes of life in our own power.
Jesus invites us to come to Him in
prayer to ask for that ability to change
our behavior.

Jesus gives us the emergency code:
“Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.” How I need to
bend my knees and bow my heart in
prayer with loud cryings and tears to
the one who is able to save me.
“Thanks be to God who gives me the
victory through Christ Jesus my Lord.”
(Romans 7:25)
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Rayburn Freeman, Director

It is good to be able to bring you another
encouraging report of our missionary and mis-
sion activities. All continues to progress to-
ward the establishment of strong churches
with missions at the heart of their operations.
Our missionaries met with our state mission-
ary committee on Monday, May 7 for the
midyear review.

We are now in the middle of the Missions
Special Emphasis and we are thankful for the
churches that have responded. It is our prayer
that every church in the BMA of Mississippi
uses this opportunity to meet the needs of our
missionaries and our Missions office. A dollar
amount was not set by the Missions office this
year. We are asking instead, that each church
pray and let the Lord guide your heart in this
matter. There can never be too much emphasis
put on MISSIONS.

The Missions office will be closed May
22nd. We will be attending the Mississippi
midyear meeting at Midway First Baptist
Church, Sumrall. We are looking forward to a
great time in the Lord.

The office is working diligently on up-
dating our website. We hope to have the website
updated by June 1 st. Our plans are to make the
website user friendly and have daily updates as
needed. If you have any suggestions or com-
ments, please let us know. The website will be

a great tool of communication as well as a
great help to the BMA of Mississippi.

This month we have added to our staff at the
Missions office. We welcome Mrs. Corbey
(Cindy) Jones, now working with Nikki
Prickett, training to take over the office duties
when Nikki leaves us to enter Mississippi
Southern in July. Please pray for Cindy as she
joins our work family.

Elvis Garcia, Ripley
Bro. Elvis Garcia and wife Wendy are en-

joying the moving of the Lord in their lives and
the ministry of the First Hispanic Baptist Mis-
sion of Ripley, Mississippi. Bro. Elvis visited
31 homes and made 48 soul talks. The regular
Sunday worship of the First Hispanic Baptist
for the month of March took a nose dive
downward. However, the weekly bible studies
are yet strong in attendance. Bro. Elvis is
expecting a couple of these bible studies to
develop into mission points. Their offerings
for the month of March was $887.00. We ask
that you continue to pray for the First Hispanic
Baptist Mission of Ripley.

Estuardo Marroquin, Laurel
Bro. Estuardo Marroquin and El Camino

(The Way) Hispanic Baptist Mission of Laurel
have broken the eighty barrier in attendance.

They have been using the basement of Parkview
Baptist Church, but have now outgrown the
place. The lot that has been considered for
their building will only accommodate a small
structure of which they can already fill. Bro.
Estuardo met with and shared his problem
with the Missionary Committee. After the
meeting Bro. Estuardo and the Missionary
Committee visited three pieces of property,
but no decision was made.

Bro. Estuardo visited 21 homes and made
100 soul talks, and had 28 professions of faith.
El Camino averaged 77 in Sunday School, 70
for morning worship, and 90 for evening ser-
vice. They received $3,118.11 in total offer-
ings for the month. Remember them in your
prayers

Jospeh Oyeleye, Columbus
Bro. Joseph Oyeleye and Maple Street Bap-

tist Mission is also making progress toward
self support status. Even though at present,
figures are running rather low, Bro. Joseph is
targeted to go off mission support within the
next 18 months. Bro. Joseph visited 43 homes,
had 1 soul talk, and 1 profession of faith.
Maple Street also experienced a low average
attendance of 27 for the month of March with
a total monthly offering of $1,275.00. Re-
member them in your prayers.

Ed Duvall, Cleveland
Bro. Ed Duvall (Homestretch Baptist Mis-

sion) shared his excitement of progress with
the Missionary Committee. He feels that it is
now time to begin thinking of buying property
and constructing a sanctuary. Homestretch has

approximately $20,000 in the building and
property fund. He is hoping they will be able to
purchase property from that fund without bor-
rowing additional money. Bro. Ed mentioned
that he is not thinking of a mega church build-
ing but one that will provide adequate space at
an affordable price. Bro. Ed visited 10 homes
and made 14 soul talks, and had an average
worship attendance of 19. Homestretch re-
ceived a total monthly offering of$1,410.34 .

Wallace Williams, Long Beach
Bro. Williams expressed to the Missionary

Committee how good it is to know that he is
where the Lord wants him. Like any would be
after weathering the aftermath of Katrina to-
gether with the construction delays of the
various contractors he is tired physically, but
in good spirit. They are now in their new
building, but it is not yet complete. They are
working on installation of floors and painting
getting ready for the installation of the ceiling
in the auditorium. Bro. Wallace visited 154
homes, made 60 soul talks, had 1 profession of
faith, and 2 by letter. Their total offering for
the month of March reached $4,235.00.

Kevin Marr, Horn Lake
Bro. Kevin shared with the Missionary

Committee how rearranging the inside of their
building has added to the over all appearance
and usage. Bro. Marr visited 200 homes, had 5
soul talks, had an average morning worship
attendance of 52, and an evening worship
attendance of 54. LifePointe received
$6,609.61 for the month of March.

Remember to pray for our missionaries.

Learning How to Share Your Faith
Adult Sunday School Topic for Summer 2007

By Bobby L. Hudgens
Have you ever been presented with a per-

fect opportunity to witness to a friend, ac-
quaintance, or stranger? You knew you should
and you wanted to, but you just couldn’t bring
yourself to do it? You felt
like you were just not famil-
iar enough with the plan of
salvation or Scripture. Maybe
you felt like they might ask
questions you couldn’t an-
swer. It could have been any
one of a number of reasons,
but fear is probably the num-
ber one reason we fail to share
the gospel. Why not equip
yourself to witness to the
people the Lord brings across
your path? You can make
yourself available to the Lord
to use you to lead lost friends
and family into the kingdom
of God? Being equipped
takes away that debilitating
fear and frees you to join
God as He performs a work
of His grace in lives around you.

The adult Sunday School studies this sum-
mer will encourage every Christian to partici-
pate in spreading the gospel and train even the
most inexperienced to begin sharing their faith.

The title of the quarter is Devoted to the
Gospel. It’s a topical study with texts from
Acts and Romans. These texts cover the time
period beginning with Paul’s writing of Ro-
mans and ending with his first imprisonment
in Rome.

This Bible study series will clarify for stu-
dents the theological content of the gospel

message and thoroughly acquaint them with
the fundamentals of the plan of salvation.

The studies will present ways that every
Christian can become personally involved in
sharing the gospel. They include being bur-

dened for the lost, inviting
the lost to church to hear gos-
pel preaching, winning souls
with a verbal witness, shar-
ing a personal testimony of
salvation, guiding the lost to
a decision to receive Christ,
targeting people groups who
need the gospel, and being
involved in worldwide mis-
sions. Each of these lessons
contains encouragement to
interact with specific train-
ing in what to do and how to
do it.

The Adult Sunday School
for the summer was written
by Dr. Elton McCann, who
teaches evangelism at the
Baptist Missionary Associa-
tion Theological Seminary

and leads teams of students in soul-winning
efforts every week.
Helpful Resources
Guide to God New Testaments -- $2.50 each or
$2.00 per hundred
Your Guide to God (tracts) -- $12.00 per
hundred
The Roman Road (tracts) -- $4.50 per hundred
The Master Plan of Evangelism by Robert E.
Coleman – $12.99.

These resources can be obtained from Path-
way (DiscipleGuide) Christian Store. Call 1-
800-333-1442.

someone else say, not because of anything he had
said of himself--"For though I would desire to
glory, I shall not be a fool; for I will say the truth:
but now I forbear, lest any man should think of
me above that which he seeth me to be, or that he
heareth of me." (2 Corinthians 12:6)P a u l
placed little value on what others said or thought
about his ministry. If some thought he was the
greatest, he felt no better. If others thought he was
a complete failure, he felt no worse. Being hu-
man, he surely had diverse feelings about his
ministry. He therefore knew that if he was so
changeable in his feelings about himself, surely
no one else would be able to judge him.“...with
me it is a very small thing that I should be judged
of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not
mine own self. For I know nothing by myself; yet
am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me
is the Lord." (1 Corinthians 4:3,4)

He did not prepare his messages by himself;
his messages came from heaven. He therefore
was not concerned about how his preaching
sounded out in front of him; he was rather con-
cerned about how it sounded up above him– “For
we are not as many, which corrupt the word of
God: but as of sincerity, but as of God, in the sight
of God speak we in Christ." (2 Corinthians 2:17)
Paul said that he would have been disqualified as
a servant of Christ, if he sought to please men.
“...For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I
seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I
should not be the servant of Christ."(Galatians
1:10)

Paul believed that the gospel had been com-
mitted to his trust. He realized that not only what
he said in his messages would be accounted for,
but also the attitude and feelings of his heart
would also be judged. He realized that what
people thought, or said, about his preaching

should not concern him--“But as we were al-
lowed of God to be` put in trust with the gospel,
even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God,
which trieth our hearts." (1 Thessalonians 2:4)

The Bible gives a beautiful testimony of an
Old Testament prophet who seemed to share
Paul’s feelings. This man was Micaiah, a man
who on one occasion was invited to speak before
Ahab, king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat, king of
Judah. The messenger who came for Micaiah
encouraged him to speak according to what Ahab
wanted to hear, as Ahab’s prophets had done. But
notice the Prophet’s answer:“And Micaiah said,
As the LORD liveth, even what my God saith,
that will I speak."(2 Chronicles 18:13) This man
was free. Surely God will bless the preacher
today who will speak nothing more or nothing
less than what his God saith.

To be free to preach what God gives one to
preach does not mean that he is free to speak with
harsh, cutting words. He should only feel free to
preach the word, (II Timothy 4:2) and this is to
always be done in love– “But speaking the truth
in love, may grow up into him in all things, which
is the head, even Christ:" (Ephesians 4:15) Re-
ally, everything we do is to be done in love. (I
Corinthian 16:14) There is a possibility, how-
ever, that the preacher is speaking in love when
people thinks he is not. Paul had this experience
once (Acts 26:24.25)

Some of the statements from Christ’s Sermon
on the Mount should encourage a preacher to stay
free. Jesus taught that if one suffered from being
true to Him and His cause, he would earn for
himself great rewards. (Matthew 5:12) However,
Jesus also taught that if one gets concerned about
the praise of men and renders his service to God
in view of those compliments, he will not receive
any reward at all. (Matthew 6:1-18)

Preachers, as well as all others who serve the
Lord, should therefore pray for grace to stay free
- free to serve faithfully just for the glory of God–
"Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatso-
ever ye do, do all to the glory of God." (1
Corinthians 10:31)

Preachers Need
To Be Free
from page 3


