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Important Dates

Senior Adult Conferences
North - May 8, 2007
Fulton, Mississippi

BMA of Mississippi
Mid-Year Meeting

WMA & Brotherhood
May 21 - 7:00 pm
Business Session
May 22 - 9:30 am

Midway First Baptist
Sumrall, Mississippi

2007 BMA of America annual session held

Bro. Paul Robinson leads the commissioning prayer for new and current
missionaries of the Baptist Missionary Association of America. The prayer
was held during the Missions Department report during the final session.

Our First Concern…
Making Disciples

(Matt. 28:18-20)
By David Watkins

President’s Message • BMA Of America

Robert Louis
Stevenson told about a
night in his childhood
when he was seated by
the window, staring into
the darkness, watching
the lamplighter coming up
the street, lighting the
street lights one by one.
His mom asked him what
he was doing, and
Stevenson told her he was
“watching a man punch holes in the
darkness.” That is what Christ has
called us to do — punch holes in the
darkness. Individual believers punch
holes in the darkness by their lives
and their testimony.

Our theme for this week’s BMA
of America meeting is “Our First
Concern… Making Disciples,” Matt.
28:18-20: “And Jesus came and

Newly Elected Officers

(Left to right) President David Watkins, Arkansas; 1st VP Philip Attebery,
Texas; 2nd VP Roy Mclaughlin, Michigan; Recording Clerks, Greg
Medenwald, Mississippi; Don Brown, Mississippi; and James Ray Raines,
Arkansas.

spake unto them, saying,
All power is given unto
me in heaven and in earth.
Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I
have commanded you:
and, lo, I am with you

alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen.”

Let’s establish a fact right here,
right now before we go any further
— Jesus Christ has all power. He
can do anything and never forget
that He can use us to do anything.
Don’t go home and moan and groan.

continued on page 2

BMA of Mississippi Midyear Meeting

The midyear meeting of the BMA of Mississippi will be hosted by

Midway First Baptist Church, Sumrall, Mississippi. The church is

located just off Highway 98, west of Hattiesburg.

The State Brotherhood will meet on Monday evening, May 21 at

7:00 pm. The WMA will also meet at the church on Monday evening

at the same time.

The business session will begin on Tuesday morning at 9:30 a.m.

Reports will be heard from each department and commission of the

state work. Bro. Shane Singleton, pastor of Parkview Baptist Church,

Laurel, will bring the midyear message with Bro. Joey Harris, Vice-

president of Southeastern Baptist College, serving as the alternate.

Each church is encouraged to be represented by messenger for

this time of business, worship and fellowship.

We worshiped,
worked and

fellowshiped!
The 2007 meeting of the BMA of

America, held in Fort Smith, Arkan-
sas, April 16-18, is now history and
provided impetus for another year
of successful ministry for our vari-
ous areas of work.

Four new churches petitioned into
the national work. They are River of
Grace Baptist Church, Pueblo West,
Colorado; Bible Baptist Church,
Terrell, Texas; Harvest Baptist
Church Puyallup, Washington; and
Newcomb Baptist Church,
Newcomb, New Mexico.

Registered messengers and visi-
tors at this year’s meeting numbered
898 with 339 churches represented
by letter only and 321 by messenger.

The 2007 roster of officers re-
mains the same as last year. They are
pictured below. Our 2008 meeting
will be held in Waco, Texas with the
messengers approving Branson,
Missouri as the meeting site for 2009.

Each department gave positive,
progressive reports. The report from
the newly formed Department of
Church Resources indicated the dif-
ficulties involved in merging the
various entities into one. Director
Kevin Clayton shared a number of
issues they are having to deal with.
The Association approved a change

in the name of the department to
DiscipleGuide Church Resources.
Clayton gave his vision of this min-
istry for the future and the need for
a distinctive name to be viable on
the Internet and also to reach out to
non-BMA churches and other indi-
viduals.

Concerts enjoyed
The messengers were treated to

special music from a variety of
sources. Allison Durham Speer pre-
sented a concert on Monday evening
during the open

session and just prior to the
President’s message. Gospel artist
Dallas Holm presented a short con-
cert during the BMA Seminary ban-
quet and Singer Clay Crosse was
featured during the Pastor’s Confer-
ence.
The choir from Central Baptist Col-
lege was featured Tuesday evening.

Worshipful and encouraging
messages were given by President
David Watkins, Steve Crawley (an-
nual message), and Rick Lemons
(pastor’s conference).

Dr. Charley Holmes was selected
to bring the annual message when
we meet in Waco, Texas in 2008.

Kellar Award
Mississippi native Eugene

Murphy was this year’s recipient of
the Kellar Award. This award is
given each year to an individual that
represents the character and quali-
ties exhibited by the late Dr. Gerald
Kellar. Kellar was the first president
of BMA Theological Seminary and
leader in the Baptist Missionary
Association of America. He is the
only individual to serve as president
of each of the four educational insti-
tutions supported by various works
of the BMA of America. His wife,

continued on page 3

David Watkins

from the Baptist Trumpet
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News articles should
contain information that will
be of interest to the general
public who are not members

of the church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Go home and say, “He can do every-
thing. He can do exceedingly, abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think.”
And He’s doing great things through
the Baptist Missionary Association
of America. We’ll talk about some of
those good things later.

The last verse in our text, the Great
Commission given to us by the Lord
Jesus Christ, says He is with us
“…unto the end of the world. Amen.”
I read a few years ago where someone
said that too often these verses have
been called “The Great Omission.”
Isn’t that sad?

John Sackett talked about the first
time he ever played in a real baseball
game. He got up to bat and got a hit.
He ran to first base and everything
was fine until the next guy got a hit
and it headed straight toward the sec-
ond baseman. John knew he couldn’t
run to second base or he was going to
be tagged out, so he just skipped
second base and ran straight to third

Sermon

Making
Disciples
from page 1

base and then on into home
plate. He was so proud of
himself — that is until they
called him out because he
hadn’t gone to second
base!

We do the same thing
when we leave out part of
the Great Commission. Dr.
Phillip Bryan, president
emeritus of the BMA
Seminary, said: “The
Great Commission is com-
prehensive. It includes the
acts of going, baptizing
and teaching. Going pre-
cedes discipling. We must
go and make disciples, and
that takes energy. Making
disciples takes effort. It is intentional.
It is an active concept, not a passive
concept.”

We must fulfill all the Great Com-
mission and I believe the concept of
discipleship influences everything in
life. It influences everything you do.
It influences everything in our
churches. It influences everything in
our departments and the agencies of
the BMA of America. It is important
that we fulfill all of the Great Com-
mission — not just one part of it, not
one division of it, but all of it! We’re
to do it all because that’s the commis- continued on page 5

sion He has given to the churches and
that’s the commission He has given
to you and me.

Let’s study this passage of Scrip-
ture and look at the four areas of work
related to “The Great Commission.”

I. Winning Converts (verse 19)
First, we need to win converts,

“…baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the
Holy Ghost.” (v. 19) Dr. Bryan said
that verse could be translated: “Hav-
ing gone, disciple all nations, baptiz-
ing them, teaching them to observe.”

My question is this: Are you going?
Are you sharing the gospel? Preach-
ers, are you sharing the gospel other
than on Sunday morning, Sunday
night and Wednesday night?

Dr. Roy McLaughlin told me he
remembers hearing Dr. B.R. Lakin
say, “If you take the ‘go’ out of the
gospel, you don’t have anything left
but a ‘spel!’ “ There are a lot of people
having a “spel” about all kinds of
things because they’ve taken the “go”
out of the gospel. We’ve forgotten
our focus. We’ve forgotten what we’re
about and what we’re supposed to do.
We’re to share the gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Omitting evangelism
makes for a dying church.

Aren’t you glad the Seminary is
focused on evangelism and has a pro-
gram like Evangelism Explosion?

Aren’t you glad there are churches
that have outreach programs? Some
of them call it GROW — God Re-
wards Our Work.

Aren’t you glad the new Disciple/
Guide Church Resources (formerly
the Department of Church Resources)
has a Missions Literature Ministry?

Aren’t you glad the great Mission
Department of the BMA of America
talks to us about the “Great Co-Mis-
sion?”

Aren’t you glad Lifeword Broad-

cast Ministries is putting their focus
on winning people to Jesus Christ —
not just here, but all around the world?

Aren’t you glad Baptist Medical
Missions International goes around
the world and has seen hundreds of
people trust Christ as their Savior?

We must keep the “go” in the gos-
pel and we must win converts. It
brings joy to your life when you lead
somebody to Jesus, but you’re not the
only one who will be happy. That
convert gets happy and so does
Heaven! “…Joy shall be in heaven
over one sinner that repenteth…”
(Luke 15:7) Allow me a footnote on
that truth — there is also great joy in
the heart of God when the person you
lead to Christ grows and develops
into a fruitful, mature dedicated Chris-
tian who leads other people to Jesus
Christ and helps them to mature and
grow and lead somebody else to Jesus
Christ. Part of the commission is to
win converts.

II. Making Disciples
The second part of the Great Com-

mission is that we’re to make dis-
ciples: “…teach all nations…” To the
early believers, being discipled meant
more than just being a convert. It

Gospel Recording Artist Allison Durham Speer
presented a worshipful concert on Monday
evening prior to the President's Message.

by James Speer, director
Camp Ministries

About 600 Filipino youth flooded
the campus of the BMA of the Philip-
pines Bible College for the 18th an-
nual Philippine National Youth Camp,
April 9-13, 2007.  They came by boat,
jeepney and huge cane trucks or any
way they could travel to the campus
on the island of Negros Occidental to
attend this yearly meeting of youth
from all over the Philippines.  The
days were taken up with modular
classes to equip the youth with vari-
ous methods used to take the Gospel
to the lost.  Classes included sign
language, guitar, clowning, choir,
drama, children’s evangelism and
many others.  What a sight to see all
the tents and open camp fires for the
shelter and feeding for all these young
people.  Every church group was re-
sponsible for building their shelters
and cooking the meals for their youth.

The afternoons were filled with
games and activities that pitted teams
against each other in competition amid
laughter and cheers.  Each evening
we gathered under the covered bas-
ketball court for singing, drama, skits,
awards and exuberant worship.  What
a worship experience to see hundreds
of kids joyfully praising our Savior
and responding to His Word as they
answered the call to salvation and
commitment.  Over 150 made profes-
sions of faith and many more made
commitments to ministry and service.

A team from DiscipleGuide Camp
Ministries helped with the teaching,
singing and preaching for the week.
The team included DiscipleGuide

Church Resources Executive Direc-
tor, Kevin Clayton, his son; Taylor
Clayton, John Page, Candy Huggins,
Warren Jackson, Barbara and James
Speer.  The worship services were
tremendous with youth responding in
numbers that overwhelmed the num-
ber of counselors available.  This
seemed to be the best youth camp the
US team has ever experienced in the
Philippines.  It also gave Director
Clayton a chance to tour the publish-
ing facilities for the Philippines and
see the work they are doing with
equipment that is over 50 years old.
They also print tracts and materials
used in the new areas in Asia Pacific
that have recently opened to the BMA
of the Philippines and the BMA of
America.

The Philippine National Youth
Camp and their Sunbeam Children’s
Camp are funded by DiscipleGuide
Camp Ministries and their Interna-
tional Camp Students Fund.  The Fund
is supplied by offerings taken during
the 4 Teen and Pre-teen camps at
Daniel Springs Camp each summer.
This past summer, the youth raised
almost $7,000.00 for the Filipino
camps and others in foreign coun-
tries.  Every other year, we take a team
of 6-8 people to help with their an-
nual youth camp and have been doing
this since 1999.   It is a great joy to
work with our American missionar-
ies there as well as the Filipino pas-
tors who are doing a great job of
spreading the Gospel and equipping
the people.

Over 150 saved at Philippine Camp

DiscipleGuide Camp Ministries helped with the teaching, singing and
preaching for the week of camp in the Philippines

Bethel, Fulton
The Spirit and fellowship here at

Bethel is so great and it's all because of
the Lord.  The GMA's held a spaghetti
supper fund-raiser on the 1st and they
raised enough money to support their
national project.  Thanks to all who
took part in this.

On the 6th the Harmony Association
met at Providence in Amory.  The Pri-
mary and Junior Youth had an Easter
Egg Hunt in the COC, on the 7th.  All
the children had a great time.  Easter
Sunday was chilly, but the fellowship
with everyone was very warm and
friendly.  The Ladies Retreat in Colum-
bus was held on the 14th.  The church
observed the "Lord's Supper" on the
15th. Six ladies from our church at-
tended the Women of Faith Conference
in Little Rock, AR.  This was the pro-
gram for our WMA meeting on the
18th.  The district GMA meeting was
held on the 21st and lunch was served to
those in attendance.  The church hosted
a "World Changers" banquet for our
ministry volunteers on the 22nd.  The
Special Events Committee was in
charge.  On the 29th we watched the
film "Facing the Giants." There have
been 4  additions since last report.  Re-

member you are always welcome to
visit us when you are in our area.

Movella, Lucedale
Hello to all our sister churches. Our

church has been busy working for our
Lord this year.

We had a group to go to a mission
church in Cleveland, Mississippi, to
deliver Christmas gifts to the children.
What a blessing to see them enjoy the
program and song service. There is an-
other group going to help with VBS in
July. Pray for this group to be a blessing
to them.

We are blessed to have Mrs. Charlene
Patrick back from having a heart and
kidney transplant this last year. This is
a miracle. God is still working in our
lives. She is looking forward to being
our VBS director this year. We are
thankful to have her and her family as
part of our church family. While our
Sunbeams, GMAs, and Galileans are
meeting, the adults are studying the
book of Joshua. Discussion has been
interesting.

The GMAs attended the retreat this
year. Bro. Donald and Sister Lynn went
with them. We had three queens to
attend.

Our hearts were blessed by Bro.
Nathan Brown as the evangelist for our
youth revival.

Our WMA is still very active. At
Christmas we made and delivered about
35 bags of fruit and goodies to the
elderly and shut-ins in the community.
The week before Easter we baked cakes
and pies. The members made donations
for the sweets they requested. We en-
joyed this project.

We have some new members that are
willing workers. Bro. And Sister Carlton
Parker joined and Bro. Parker has be-
come one of our deacons. Bro. And

continued on page 3
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Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Fort Smith Meeting
continued from page 1

Mississippian and BMA Theological Seminary gradu-
ate Eugene Murphy (center) receiving the 2007
Kellar Award. Presenting the award is Seminary
President Dr. Charley Holmes (left) while Seminary
Dean Dr. Philip Attebery (right) looks on.

Mrs. Mary Lou Kellar lives in Killeen,
Texas with her daughter and son-in-
law, Jerry Sue and Dr. Tony Cleaver.

New missionaries
Three new missionaries were

elected at this year’s meeting. Ryan
Fillinger will serve as associate mis-
sionary with Jacob Norman in Colo-
rado; Justin Owens will be minister-
ing in the Ukraine; and Richard
Robinson will be serving as a non-
salaried missionary to help coordi-
nate work in Columbia. The missions
committee requested a status change
for North American Missionary to
Hawaii Filomeno Kakilala to Interna-
tional status. This was done for finan-
cial reasons and the fact that Kakilala’s
ministry is targeting Filipino immi-
grants in Hawaii.

The status of missionary Dr. John
David Smith was changed to a staff
position in the Missions Department.
He will be coordinating Portuguese
language ministry and working in pre-
field orientation, continuing educa-
tion and missionary assessment and
training. He will also cooperate with
BMA educational institutions in de-
veloping missiology programs.

New North America Director
With the resignation of Dr. Kevin

Clayton to become director of
DiscipleGuide Church Resources and
the need to fill his former position,
Executive Director Grady Higgs pre-
sented Bro. Larry Barker to be the
new director of operations for North

America. Barker has been serving as
director of ‘Barnabas Touch’ minis-
tries for the past couple of years.

Constitutional changes
The changes presented to the

churches in the recommendation
booklet earlier this year were all ap-
proved. The Directors Evaluation &
Compensation Com-
mittee was dissolved
and this responsibility
will revert back to the
various department
trustee boards.

Resolutions tabled
The Mount Carmel

Baptist Church,
Carriere, Mississippi,
sent two resolutions by
its messengers to be
presented to the Asso-
ciation. The core of the
resolutions was to bar
the use of non Baptist
speakers at BMA con-
ferences and gather-
ings and to request that
only the King James
Version of the Bible be used at Asso-
ciational meeting, conferences, etc.
The stated purpose was for the sake of
unity

After lengthy discussion these reso-
lutions were tabled. Bro. James Ray
Raines, pastor of Lynch View Baptist
Church, North Little Rock, Arkansas,
spoke to the motion and stated that
“this issue should not be of such a

proportion that we cannot reach be-
yond these little limits in order to
grow to be all that God wants us to
be.” At this point Bro. Raines moved
that the resolutions be tabled. The
messengers voted overwhelmingly to
approve his motion.

Our readers can see a letter to the
editor by Bro. Josh Spiers, youth pas-
tor of Mt. Carmel Baptist Church,
Carriere, on page 4 of this issue. This
letter was written in response to the
actions of the Association meeting in
Fort Smith.

Blessings
I was thinking recently about how

good it is to have so many personal
friends and friends of Southeastern
Baptist College. Almost everywhere
I go, people are asking about and
talking about the college. The re-
sponse to the needs of the college
continues to be good. God has prom-
ised that if we are serving Him, trust-
ing Him, and asking Him, He will
provide all our needs to do what He
wants to do through us. I have found
Him to be faithful to His word, to me
personally and to the college,
churches, and mission work through-
out the world. When times are hard,
He is probably testing us and inviting
us to look to Him to supply all needs.
It is amazing to me to see how He
provides every need and works out all
problems. Truly, He is in control and
has the power to do all things that are
in His will. What a Savior we have
who would love to bless all people!

Graduation
The commencement service for our

graduates will be May 10, at 7:30
p.m. The list of graduates and their
degrees are as follows:

Bachelor of Science -
 Church Ministries

Wilfred Earl Bridges
Charles T. Davis (High Honors)
Kelby R. Johnson
Linncoyaa Rice
Joshua Phil Spiers

Associate of Arts in Bible
Kimble L. Allen (Honors)
Jerry Bolton
Kelby R.  Johnson
Timothy Buchanan
Christopher Marcus Freeman
Gustavo Salazar
Dennis Shaw (High Honors)
Richard Lee Clark

Associate of Arts in
General Education

Kimble L. Allen (Honors)
Nancy Knight
Maria de los Angeles Estes

Associate of Arts in
Business Administration

Gustavo Salazar
Sondra Louise Walters

Diploma in Bible
(42 Semester Hours)

Gladys Thompkins

Diploma in Christian Leadership
(24 Semester Hours in Bible)

Sidney Tucker

Certificate in Christian Leadership
(12 Semester Hours in Bible)

Helen Crosby
Byron Arrington
Troy Leggett

Dr. Eugene Murphy, former presi-
dent of Southeastern Baptist College,
will bring the commencement address
to the graduates. Pray for this service,
the students, and all who will partici-
pate.

National Brotherhood officers elected at the 2007 national meeting in
Fort Smith, Arkansas are as follows: (Back row - left to right) President Matt
Hudson, Arkansas; 1st VP Corbey Jones, Mississippi; 2nd VP Clifford
Jones, Oklahoma; 3rd VP Brent Riddle, Texas; Sec./Treas. Robert Bynum,
Mississippi; Asst. Sec./Treas. Roy Caldwell, Mississippi. (Front row - left to
right) Song Leader Paul Gothard, Texas; Asst. Song Leader Arthur Smith,
Mississippi; Pianist Tom Lewis, Arkansas; Editor-Promoter Van Widger,
Missouri; Galilean Director Kenneth Colvert, Arkansas; Asst. Gal. Dir. Dan
Williams, Arkansas.

The Brotherhood project for this year is $15,000 for Creative Access
Nations project of the National Missions Department.

2007 National Brotherhood Officers

Sister Cliff Anderson and son, Mat-
thew, Sister Edna Davis also joined
lately.

We are continuing to see growth
throughout and continue sweet fellow-
ship. We have a fellowship supper ev-
ery first Wednesday night of the month.
After Sunday evening service we have
refreshments then our faithful youth
leaders play various games with the
youth. The adults also have a time to
fellowship with each other.

Pray for our youth, they have so
many things the world is offering them.
It takes a strong Christian to stand up to
what’s right. We covet your prayers.

Let’s continue to be much in prayer
for our country, our troops, and their
families.

Do you invite people to church and
have them give you every excuse imag-
inable why they can’t come? The fol-
lowing are the FOUR “R’s” for mis-
sions church: recreation, relaxation, re-
unions, and rain. Do any of these sound
familiar?

Donald Brown, Pastor
Amanda Jones, Reporter

Mid-Central Association report
On March 17, 2007, the Mid-Cen-

tral Association held it’s regular busi-
ness meeting at Mt. Olive Baptist Church
in Collinsville.  Bro. Bill Raines wel-
comed everyone and brought an uplift-
ing message entitled “I need it
ASAP(Always Say A Prayer)”.  There
were 40 in attendance.  We voted to
give $1,000.00 to the State Missions if
approved by all churches in the Asso-
ciation. A motion was made and second
to allow the messengers from each

Church News
from page 2

Church to approve motions at the regu-
lar business meetings beginning in July.

Bro. Medrick Savell brought an up-
date from Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege. He discussed the project of mov-
ing expense related to moving a house
donated to the college.  It would cost
$8,500.00 to move this house and the
college had already raised $4,500.00.
Bro. Breland brought an update on the
Classic’ Builders. He informed the con-
gregation of their need of $500.00 to
purchase other tools and the Associa-
tion voted to give them the $500.00
from the general fund.

Bro. Raines asked everyone to be in
prayer for his decision of going on a
Mission Trip in November to Guate-
mala.  The meeting was closed in prayer
by Bro. Burnell Page.  Those in atten-
dance enjoyed a great meal prepared by
the ladies of Mt. Olive Baptist Church.
Our next meeting will be May 19, 20070
at New Hope Baptist Church at 7:00
P.M.

Bro. Bill Raines, Moderator
Joyce Williamson, Reporter

Tombigbee meeting
The Tombigbee Associational meet-

ing was opened with a devotional by
Bro. Lavon Haden.

There were 61 present. Dr. Medrick
Savell expressed appreciation for loy-
alty to Southeastern College. They are
encouraged by a large number of pro-
spective students . Bro. Vern Holifield
encouraged every church to have an
active organization for its senior adults.
He announced the Seniors meeting at
Hopewell Church, Fulton, on May 8.

Bro. Joseph Oyeleye reported 1 pro-
fession of faith, growing youth and van
ministries, the return of some who had
moved away, and sound financial
growth at Maple Street Mission. Bro.
Kevin Marr said Lifepointe Mission is
flourishing in every way.

Bro. Kevin Marr brought the mes-
sage from Malachi 2:17, "Do we weary
God because our focus in worship is
awry?"

Our next meeting at East Amory on
May 10 at 6:00 pm.
President Roger Akers
Asst. Reporter Beth Haden
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Letters From
Our Readers

Letters reflect the opinion of the
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publication or the BMA of Mississippi

Reader disappointed
Dear Pastors and Churches of the
BMA of Mississippi,

Please help me. I do not under-
stand. If you were able to attend the
National Meeting in Fort Smith, then
you know that my church presented
two resolutions to the body that were
ultimately tabled. These resolutions
were presented out of love and con-
cern for our fellowship and unity.
This letter comes from me. I want to
express my heart.

How can we consciously use
people outside of the Baptist Faith at
our meetings, conferences, and
events? One brother made the argu-
ment to me that if we cannot use other
faiths, then we would have to get rid
of many of the books in our libraries.
I disagree. I have read after and quoted
lost people in my sermons before.
However, I would never have those
people speak or preach behind my
pulpit. There is a big difference be-
tween reading after someone and in-
viting them to preach to our people.
There are plans to use people outside
of our Baptist faith in the future. A
guy, who was not Baptist, was even
used at the Pastor’s Conference, Tues-
day morning, at our National meet-
ing. Again, I honestly do not under-
stand.

How can anyone refuse to use the
KJV when we come together at all our
conferences, meetings, and events for
the sake of unity? The resolution pre-
sented from my church concerning
the Bible did not try to force anybody
to do anything. Our goal was not to
make any church use the KJV. Our continued on page 5

Don Brown
Editor

Guest Opinion

(CNSNews.com) - The House Judi-
ciary Committee passed a "hate
crimes" bill Wednesday night, all 23
Democrats in favor, all 17 Republi-
cans opposed. Every Republican at-
tempt to amend the bill was defeated.
Critics call it a "thought crimes" bill.

The Local Law Enforcement Hate
Crimes Prevention Act of 2007 (H.R.
1592) would expand the federal defi-
nition of hate crimes to include vio-
lence against a person because of his
or her "actual or perceived" sexual
orientation or "gender identity."

Under the bill, people who attack
others out of "hatred" for their race,
color, religion, national origin, gen-
der, sexual orientation, gender iden-
tity or disability would be commit-
ting a federal offense.

The bill is now headed to the full
House for a vote, probably next week.

Supporters of the bill, including
homosexual activists, have described
"hate crimes" as a pervasive problem.
"The intentional selection and beat-
ing or murder of an individual be-
cause of who they are terrorizes an
entire community and sometimes the
nation," the Human Rights Campaign
says on its website.

But conservatives say the bill
would punish "thought," since most
crimes are motivated by hatred. They
say it offers special protection for
certain groups.

"Despite what its advocates say,
this is not about crime -- it's about
special treatment," said the Family
Research Council. "HR 1592 would
further carve out 'tiers' of victims,
putting more importance on crimes
committed against a Rosie O'Donnell
than against her next-door neighbor."

Others object to the idea of putting

'Hate Crimes' Bill Moving to Full House
(Editor’s Note - God’s people must wake up and make their views known and not allow government to dictate
the thoughts and beliefs of the citizens of this country. This type of discrimination against Christians is already
taking place in other countries. We must let our voice be heard before it is too late!)

homosexuality in the same category
as race, an immutable characteristic.

What about unborn babies?
The Traditional Values Coalition

is among the conservative groups
dedicated to the bill's defeat. The
group's chairman, the Rev. Lou
Sheldon, and CEO Andrea Lafferty
watched the Judiciary Committee
mark up the bill from morning to
night on Wednesday, and they of-
fered the following summary of Re-
publican attempts to amend it.

According to TVC, Rep. Jim
Jordon (R-Ohio) tried to add unborn
babies to the list of protected classes
included in the bill. (Committee Chair-
man John Conyers, D-Mich., ruled
the amendment was non-germane.)

Rep. Dan Lungren (R-Calif.) asked
for a definition of the terms "sexual
orientation" and "gender identity" but
Democrats rejected the idea.

"They obviously did not want to
define gender identity to include she-
male, cross-dresser, drag queen,
transgender, transsexual, etc.," said
TVC Chairman Sheldon.

Rep. Randy Forbes (R-Va.) of-
fered an amendment to include mili-
tary personnel as a protected class.
He noted that troops in uniform often
find themselves targets of hate and
physical attack.

Republicans also proposed mak-
ing senior citizens a protected class,
pointing to crimes against elderly
people. Likewise, why not extend hate
crimes protection to pregnant women,
who may be battered by boyfriends or
husbands when they become preg-
nant, Republican proposed.

Rep. Tom Feeney of Florida of-
fered an amendment to give homeless

people hate crimes protection.

Silencing Christians?
Rep. Mike Pence (R-Ind.) proposed

an amendment protecting freedom of
religion: "Nothing in this section lim-
its the religious
freedom of any
person or group
under the consti-
tution," the
a m e n d m e n t
read, but that,
too, was de-
feated.

C o n s e r v a -
tives, including
Rep. Louis
Gohmert (R-
Tex.), worry that
religious leaders who denounce ho-
mosexuality as a sin may be charged
with incitement under the legislation.

"By refusing to accept this amend-
ment the Democrats on this commit-
tee have proven their purpose, to re-
move freedom of religion from the
U.S. Constitution," said Sheldon.

"It is evident what HR 1592 is
about," Sheldon added.

"It is not about homosexuals and
cross dressers suffering with no food,
shelter or jobs, it is about preventing
Bible-believing people and pastors
from speaking the truth. It is about
punishing them so they will not dare
to speak the truth. It is about threaten-
ing them with prison so they won't
dare speak the truth."

The Traditional Values Coalition
and the Family Research Council -
among others - says all Americans
should be protected equally under the
law.

goal was not to make the KJV debate
a test of fellowship between indi-
viduals. Our goal was to make a state-
ment of unity among our whole body.
Our question was, since everyone
agrees that the King James Version is
the Word of God, why can’t we use it
when we come together? What is
wrong with this? Is fellowship wanted
with us? Again, I honestly do not
understand.

Some are wondering whether or
not these things are worth fighting
for, and if a difference can really be
made. Some have considered leaving
the BMA. I want to express the fact
that the issues were not voted down,
they were tabled. The issues can be
brought up again. We need three
messengers from every church to
come and express their concerns, even
our small churches. Even if you are
the smallest church in the BMA, you
still have a voice. The more that leave
our work, the less of a vote we have.
The more that do not attend the meet-
ings, the less of a vote we have. The
more that “stay to their own and preach
to their own,” the less of a vote we
have. I want to encourage all of you to
attend our state midyear meeting. It
will be held May 22, 2007 at Midway
First Baptist Church in Sumrall, MS.
It will begin at 9:30 that morning. If
you care about our work and these
issues, we are begging you to attend.
I admit that I was very discouraged at
the vote that was taken after I pre-
sented the resolutions. It blessed my
heart for a number of older preachers
to come up to me personally, put their
arm around me, tell me not to give up,
tell me that they need us younger
preachers now more than we will ever
know, and tell me they love me and
are with me. That was the greatest
encouragement. I want to say, as a
younger preacher, that I could not
have made it this far in the ministry
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Johnny Watts

Commission on
History & ArCHives

Johnny Watts, Director
288 Lonesome Pines Rd, Laurel, MS 39443

601-729-8098

Sermon

Making
Disciples
from page 2

Greetings from your director. This
has been a good year so far and I
wanted to write and report on our
Special Emphasis.

We are still receiving funds desig-
nated Special Emphasis. If you still
have some funds for this Emphasis,
please send them on in and we will try
our best to acknowledge everyone.
Sometimes the offerings are not
marked and we try to distinguish
where to put them. If you are not on
the following list, please let us know
and we will make that correction.

We received funds for the Special
Celebration into November and we
appreciate so much your help in the
two hundred year celebration.

Let me say again how much we
appreciate all your help from those

who support monthly, annually or
Special Emphasis. It takes all of us to
do a good job on keeping up on the
history of Associational Baptists in
Mississippi. Thanks Again.

February Special Emphasis
O’Neal Road, Gulfport $38.00
Grace, Pass Christian 20.50
Movella, Lucedale 65.00
Washington, Neely 23.34
First, Mantachie 20.00
Forked Oak, Booneville 84.00
West Hills, Meridian 50.00
Zion, Anguilla 200.00
Spring Hill, Laurel 71.00
New Bethany, Seminary 84.00
Community, Poplarville 197.00
Lee’s Chapel #2, Picayune 85.20
Total $938.04

Letter
from page 4

without plenty of older preachers who
have caught me when I have fallen,
and, through thick and thin, have stood
by my side. Some of you who are
reading this are older preachers whom
I have the highest respect for, preach-
ers who I have come to with my
biggest questions and greatest con-
cerns, and preachers who I trust and
look up to. I’m asking all of you for
guidance once again. I am disturbed
at which direction our work is going.
I do not understand. Please give me
an answer. I have no desire to leave
our work. I believe we have some of
the greatest missionaries and mission
programs out of any other work. If I
did not stay here, where else would I
go? As I told some of our brethren at
the meeting, I mean to keep standing
for the Word of God right where I am
at. I will not give up until I have
exhausted every effort to do what is
right. “I will not give up, until my last
dying breath.” I beg all who read this
to have the same goals. Please don’t
give up. If I wasn’t sure there was a
good chance for the truth to prevail, I
would not be writing this letter. I have
done my best to share what is at the
forefront of my heart concerning these
issues. I plan to share more of my
heart at a later date. With tears in my
eyes, I want to make this next state-
ment. If our people, and especially
our preachers, do and say nothing
about these issues, you are reading
from one younger preacher whose
heart will be broken.
In His Love and Service,

Brother Joshua Spiers.
bro.josh@yahoo.com
326 Mount Carmel Road
Carriere, MS. 39426

meant you were to attach yourself to
a teacher. Then you were to identify
with that teacher, listen to them, learn
from them and do as you were in-
structed. The early disciples patterned
their life after the Lord Jesus Christ
and that’s what we’re to do.

Disciples need to know that God
speaks through His Word. Do you
want to hear from God and have a
closer walk with Him? Then:

• Get in His Word, read it and
study it — Do you have a private
devotional time every day? Do you
get alone somewhere, read the Bible
and pray? Make it your practice, be-
cause that’s what you in order to have
a closer walk with God.

• Have a pure thought life — “Let
the words of my mouth, and the

meditation of my heart, be acceptable
in thy sight, O Lord, my strength, and
my redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14) “Keep
thy heart with all diligence; for out of
it are the issues of life.” (Prov. 4:23)

• Pray daily — Do you pray daily
for your family, your church and your
pastor? Do you pray daily for yourself
and for your witness?

Paul believed true discipleship has
an impact on everyday life and on
everything we do. Discipleship is an
important part of fulfilling the Great
Commission.

III. Being a Disciple
We talk about winning converts,

and we need to do that. We talk about
making disciples, and we must. But
may I talk to you, especially you pas-
tors, for just a minute about being a
disciple? Acts 20:28 says, “Take heed
therefore unto yourselves…” Paul was
giving his farewell address to the
church at Ephesus when he spoke
those words.

In an e-mail from Life Action Min-
istries, I read the following informa-
tion that was taken from Richard
Baxter’s book, The Reformed Pastor.
It gives these five good and surpris-
ing exhortations to preachers:

• Be sure you’re genuinely saved
— Baxter said, “See that the work of

saving grace be thoroughly wrought
in your own soul. This is the first duty
of the pastor for it’s the common
danger and calamity of the church to
have unregenerate and inexperienced
pastors and to have men become
preachers before they are Christians.”
He sees this lack of conversion as the
primary explanation for the lack of

fervor in men’s
preaching: “He is
like to be but a heart-
less preacher that
hath not the Christ,
and grace that he
preacheth, in his
heart.” Men, be sure
you’re saved. Be
sure you know Jesus.

• Maintain a heart
aflame with love for
God — “Content not
yourself with being
in a state of grace,
but be also careful
that your graces are
kept in vigorous and
lively exercise, and

that you preach to yourselves the ser-
mons which you study, before you
preach them to others,” said Baxter.

I was reading a sermon a week or
two ago and the preacher was really
joking when he said, “I got up to
preach one time and it was some-
thing! I was preaching so good, I even
stopped and listened to myself!”
Preachers, we need to stop, listen to
ourselves and preach to ourselves
before we preach to others.

“Be much at home, and be much
with God,” said Baxter, “for if a
pastor’s heart is cold, how is he likely
to warm the hearts of his hearers?…
Read some rousing, awakening book,
or meditate on the weight of the sub-
ject of which you are to speak, and on
the great necessity of your people’s
souls, that you may go in the zeal of
the Lord into His house.”

• Walk your talk — “Take heed to
yourselves,” said Baxter “lest you
live in those sins that you talk about;
lest your example contradict your
doctrine; lest you lay such stumbling-
blocks before the blind, as may be the
occasion of their ruin; lest you unsay
with your lives what you say with
your tongues and be the greatest hin-
drance of the success of your own
labors.”

We can unsay with our lives what

we say with our tongues
and we can be the great-
est “hinderers” to our
own success. I have more
problems with David
Watkins than I have with
anybody else. Pastors, we
must be careful to “walk
our talk.”
• Kill Sin — “Take heed
to yourselves, lest you
live in those sins which
you preach against in oth-
ers and lest you be guilty
of that which you daily
condemn,” said Baxter.
“Holiness is therefore the
chief priority of the pas-
tor in his personal life.”

John Owen said, “Be killing sin or
it will be killing you.” And it’s true.

• Sharpen your saw — “Take heed
to yourselves that you want not the
qualifications necessary for your
work.” Baxter was talking about the
skills that are necessary to accurately
handle the text of the truths of the
Word of God. He’s talking about
cutting it straight like a seamstress
would cut a piece of cloth. “Study to
shew yourselves approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.” (II Tim. 2:15)

Let’s study our lives and our hearts
in the light of Scripture and ask our-
selves, “Do I bear the marks of true
conversion?” How is your devotional
life? Is it more like a burning fire or a
deep freeze? What part of your teach-
ing have you not practiced? Where do
your walk and talk not match? Are
you putting sin to death? Are you
sharpening your skills to rightly
handle the Word of God?

I believe most believers and most
pastors want to be accountable, live
for the Lord, do His work, and keep
from sin and compromise. But I also
know that, unless we’re in the Word
of God and trusting the power of
Christ in our life with a deep devo-
tional life, each of us could face a
deep, moral catastrophe.

You want to padlock your life
against sin, but lust will pick the lock
if you don’t have that devotional life,
if you’re not only winning converts
but trying to make disciples and be a
disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.

IV. Fellowship Of A Disciple
 “…lo, I am with you alway, even

unto the end of the world.” (v. 20)
“I will never leave thee, nor for-

sake thee.” (Heb. 13:5)
“Behold, the ark of the covenant

of the Lord of all the earth passeth
over before you into Jordan.” (Josh.
3:11) Where’s the ark? It’s before
them.

“And the priests that bare the ark
of the covenant of the Lord stood firm
on dry ground in the midst of Jordan,
and all the Israelites passed over on
dry ground, until all the people were
passed clean over Jordan.” (Josh.
3:17) Where are they? The ark is in
front of them, in the water, and they
are walking by it.

“And it came to pass, when all the

Military & civilian chaplains present at the 2007
BMA of America meeting in Ft. Smith, Arkansas,
were recognized by Missions Director Grady Higgs
(left). Looking on (2nd from left) is Bro. Bobby
Thornton, Chaplaincy Director for BMAA.

people were clean passed over, that
the ark of the Lord passed over, and
the priests, in the presence of the
people.” (Josh. 4:11)

The ark of the covenant of the
Lord represented the presence of God
and the presence of God went before
them, stayed with them and backed
them up. He was always with them.

Dr. G. Campbell Morgan said he
often visited several elderly ladies
and read Scripture to them in the
nursing home. One day he was read-
ing the Great Commission and he got
to the last verse: “…lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world.
Amen.” “Isn’t that a wonderful prom-
ise?” he asked the ladies. But one of
the ladies quickly countered, “Young
man, that’s not a promise — it’s a
fact!” And it is a fact that He is with
us.

There are no conditions for us to
meet. Jesus is simply with His people
to the end of the world. He has a plan
for you, a plan for me and a plan for
our churches. We must follow all of
His instruction and fulfill all of His
Great Commission. His last command
is our first concern and we’re to fulfill
all of it — winning converts, making
disciples, being a disciple and enjoy-
ing His fellowship.

Bro. & Mrs. Larry Barker and son. Barker was se-
lected as operations director for North American
Missions at recent BMAA annual meeting.

Bro. Rick Lemons brought message
on purity at the annual Pastor's Con-
ference.
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GMA Girls
GMA Promoter Beth Caldwell

166 Twin Creek Rd,
Lucedale, MS 39452

601-947-6011

Sunbeam Prom. Linda Dertinger
132 HowardHill Road

Soso, MS 39480
601-729-2908

P.O. Box 4247, Laurel, Mississippi 39441 • (601) 649-0502
Email - bmayouth@comcast.net

Time for
Camp is Close
Some Important Reminders!

Pre-Registration is very important
for the two South Mississippi Camps
this year!
Pre-Registration:  Each church should
have received registration forms for
all summer camps.  For the South
Central Junior Camp (ages 12-down,
or 6th grade and down) we ask that
you pre-register by Friday June 8,
2007.  Pre-registration forms for the
State Junior-
High Senior
Camp (7th
grade-col-
lege) are due
by Friday
June 22,
2007.  Try to
be prompt
with your
registration
forms by
these dates.
You can add
or delete names by phone at a later
date.  (*Important:  If you have a
camper/sponsor who needs handicap
accommodations, let us know with
your pre-registration.)

Note - We are limited this year to
399 campers, if we should go over a
few, we will stop registration. To
insure your registration, please send
check or money order with pre-regis-
tration.

Sponsors
Each church is required to have

sufficient sponsors.  One sponsor is
required for every 5 campers.  Female
sponsor(s) are required for female
campers.  Male sponsor(s) are re-
quired for male campers.  Sponsors
must be at least 18 years or older -
older is preferred!  This is one area
that you as a church need to be careful
in choosing who comes with your
kids.

T-Shirt Order Forms
T-Shirts are (Youth (S-L) $10.00,

Adult (S-XL) $10.00, Adult (XXL-
4XL) $12.00.  If your church wishes
to order T-Shirts for your group, please
fill out the order form and return by
Friday May 11, 2007.  This date ap-
plies to All summer camps!  Please
pre-pay for T-Shirts.  We will be
limited in sizes, so please place your
orders by the deadline.

Tombigbee, Judson
June 4,5,6, 2007

Tombigbee State Park
Speaker -Travis Plumlee

Summer Camp  Schedule 2007

Harmony
Tishomingo State Park
June 18, 19, 20, 2007

State Junior High, Senior
Gulf Coast Community College

July 11,12,13, 2007
Cost" $75.00

Brandon Wilson
Music

South Central Junior Camp
Gulf Coast Community College

June 27, 28, 29, 2007
Cost" $75.00

Program - Thomas Family

Thomas Family

Travis Plumlee

Greg Medenwald
Speaker

Greg Medenwald
Speaker

LATRELLE WINDHAM
DIRECTORState GMA Camp report

State GMA Camp 2007 was a terrific success!  It was held March 9, 10 at
Camp Garaywa in Clinton, MS.  Our theme this year was “Walk and Work”
taken from
Ephesians 2:10.  We
had one saved while
at camp!  It was a
wonderful time in
the Lord as we got
to fellowship with
GMA groups from
across the state.  To
our churches that
were unable to at-
tend, we missed you
and we can’t wait to
see you next year!

Friday night we
had a beautiful
coronation service for our queens.  We had 13 girls participate in the service.
It is a great accomplishment for a girl to reach the Queen step.  We are very

proud of all of our
Queens.  Please pray
for them and all of
our GMA girls as
they continue to
grow in the Lord.
Bro. Josh Spiers
served as our camp
pastor this year and
did a wonderful job.
Bro. Josh is the
youth and associate
pastor at Mount
Carmel Baptist
Church in Carriere.
He brought a mes-
sage following the
coronation that
touched the hearts
of all those present.
We had some very
special guests with
us at camp this year.
Tiffany Head, Na-
tional 2nd Vice
President, and
Chelsea Wallace,
National Junior

Miss GMA, along with Ms. Rosa Head, Tiffany’s mom, joined us at Camp
Garaywa this year.  They drove all the way from Texas to be with us.  They
blessed our hearts as they brought devotionals and specials.

Congratulations to our new representatives for Junior Miss GMA and Miss
GMA!  Judy Beth McMillan of Bethel Baptist Church in Fulton was selected
as Junior Miss GMA, and Kaylynn Stockstill of First Baptist Church of
Henleyfield was se-
lected as Alternate.
Savannah Smith of
Mt. Carmel Baptist
Church in Carriere
was selected as Miss
GMA, and Lindsey
Begley of Bethel
Baptist Church in
Fulton was selected
as Alternate.  Savan-
nah and Judy Beth
will represent Mis-
sissippi at the Na-
tional GMA Retreat

2007 Mississippi Queens Court

2007 – 2008 Officer Team
(Left to right) 1st row – Lindsey Begley, 2nd Vice
President
2nd row – Keely Naden, Secretary; Megan Brewer, I
Vice President; Shelby Roche, Historian; Savannah
Smith, President and Miss GMA; Savannah Lott, Cor-
responding Secretary; Judy Beth McMillan, Jr. Miss
GMA; Carli Reeder, Song Leader
3rd row – Mrs. Mona Martin, Adult Historian; Mrs.
Jennifer Thaggard, Adult Song Leader; Mrs. Christi
Spencer, Adult Pianist; Mrs. Ginny Kellum, Adult Sec-
retary; Mrs. Cindy Clark, Advisory Council; Mrs. Shirlene
Smith, Treasurer; Mrs. Jean Knight, Adult Correspond-
ing Secretary.

(Left to Right) Kaylynn Stockstill, Alternate Jr. Miss
GMA; Judy Beth McMillan, Jr. Miss GMA; Lindsey
Begley, Alternate Miss GMA; Savannah Smith, Miss
GMAsee  page 7
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Mississippi State W.M.A.
Mrs. Jean Knight, President

27 Paramount Church Rd.
Perkinston, MS 39573

601-928-3764

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533
Laurel, MS 39443

National WMA Meeting report

By Renna Hight
WMA Reporter

Dear Ladies,
If you missed the 2007 Nat. WMA

meeting April 17, at Fort Smith, Ar-
kansas, you missed a great blessing.

The day started with approximately
100 ladies attending the appreciation
for the wives and widows of our min-
isters.  A delicious buffet was served
and Mrs. Kathy Dulaney brought an
inspiring devotional.

We were blessed with 155 mes-
sengers and 73 visitors from 48
churches, 12 states and 1 foreign coun-
try.

The meeting opened with wonder-
ful spirit filled music led by Lisa
Hudson, Anita Akers, and Ladonna
Baker.

Our devotional was brought by the
Nat. Miss GMA, Danielle Clark.  She
used Joshua, Moses, Aaron and Hur
to relate how we can help each other.

The program chairman, Anita
Akers presented a challenging pro-
gram using the theme "Stepping
Through Doors of Opportunity" with
I Cor. 16:9 as the scripture.  We were
encouraged to take advantage of our
opportunities, be faithful in our obli-
gations, be ready for opposition, and
to be obedient to God's leadership in
our lives.

In our business meeting, a new
name was given to our promotion
committee.  It is now the Growth and
Development Committee. It is the
purpose of this committee to help our
WMA expand to reach more ladies,
churches, and help with their needs.

Our project for 2006-2007 was
Church Planting-Creative Access
Nations in Asia, 15% youth fund, and
5% general fund.  Through the com-
bined efforts of our churches, we
raised $41,005.59. Amen!

We are looking forward to a great
year in 2007-2008.  Our theme for
this year will be "She Hath Done
What She Could" using the scripture
Mark 14:8-9.

WMA officers for 2007-2008 are

as follows: President Janet Widger;
1st V. President Mrs. Lisa Hudson;
2nd V. President Mrs. Anita Akers;
3rd V. President Mrs.Valerie Fish;
Corresponding Secretary Glenda
Tipton; Assistant Mrs. Brenda
Hornaday; Editor Mrs. Sharon Cole;
Reporter Mrs. Renna Hight; Histo-
rian Mrs. Terri Adams; Director of
Youth Auxiliaries Mrs. Ruby Poteet;
Asst. Youth Director Mrs. Robin
Clark; GMA/YLA Promoter Mrs.
Mandi Townsend; Sunbeam Promoter
Mrs. Linda Dertinger; Asst. Sunbeam
Promoter Mrs. Claudia Thompson;
Pianist Mrs. Ladonna Baker; Song
Leader Mrs. Cindy Jones; Media Edi-
tor Mrs. Norma Womble.

Salary and Expense Committee to
expire 2010: Mrs. Bettye Wilson.

Project Promotion Committee to
expire 2010: Mrs. Patsy Campbell.

Advisory Council: Bro. Dennis
Baker, Bro. Dale E. Fish, and Bro.
Matt Hudson.

Our 2007 study book was pre-
sented.  It is entitled "After God's
Heart" written by Mrs. Lynn Silvey.
We are also translating "How Shall
They Hear" by Mrs. Maeva Thomp-
son into the Spanish language. We
also will continues to work through
Bro. Oaul Lee in distributing books
to the prisons.

There were two excellent projects
presented for our consideration.  They
are Missions Video Conference/
Classroom at the BMA Seminary and
supplying an Ambulance for the medi-
cal needs in China.  The Committee
has set a goal of $80,000. Yes, this
means we may have to stretch our
faith and our budget.  But we believe
that if each auxiliary will double or
even triple their contribution this year,
we can reach that goal.

Please send your offerings to: Mrs.
Glenda Tipton, P.O. Box 95274, N.
Little Rock, 72190.

We are looking forward to another
year of service through our Women's
Missionary Auxiliary and invite all
our ladies and churches to join with
us.

this summer.  Keep all of these girls in
your prayers.

The house party is always a fun
part of camp.  This year, we were
entertained by our officers, “Sofilthy
McNasty”, and many more.  This was
followed by games that Bro. Josh had
arranged.  We played such games as
M&M relay, Snort, and Spew!

Our State GMA officers work very
hard each year to make our state camp
the best it can be.  This year’s officer
team did a wonderful job.  Thank you
to each of the girls and ladies who
worked so hard to make this camp
possible.  On Saturday, we elected
our 2007-2008 officer team.  They
are:  Savannah Smith, president;
Megan Brewer, I Vice President;
Lindsey Begley, II Vice President;
Keely Naden, Secretary; Savannah
Lott, Corresponding Secretary; Carli
Reeder, Song Leader; Shelby Roche,
Historian.  Congratulations girls!  We
will be praying for you as you seek
God’s will and lead our state GMA
work.

We are all looking forward to an-
other great year in GMA.  This year’s
theme is “Love the Unlovable” taken
from Mark 12:30, 31.  For our project
this year, we will be supporting Gabe,
a student missionary to China.  Gabe
will need both our financial support
and our prayers!  We’ve set our goal
at $5,000.  With a little work, we can
do it!  This is a very worthy project
that deserves our support.  State camp
2008 will be February 8, 9 at Camp
Garaywa in Clinton.  See you there!

GMA Camp
from page 6

Due to an omission we are reprinting a corrected copy of this report.
The Editor

Mississippi State GMA Treasurer’s Report
March 30, 2007

Contributions for the Mississippi State GMA Project:
1.  Bethel Baptist Church, Fulton, MS $  500.00
2.  Big Creek Baptist Church, Soso, MS 100.00
3.  Grace Baptist Church, Saucier, MS 105.00
4.  Hopewell Baptist Church, Laurel, MS 108.13
5.  Mildred Sumrall, Temple Baptist Church, Laurel, MS

100.00
6.  Skyway Hills Baptist Church, Pearl, MS 200.00
7.  Temple Baptist Church, Lucedale, MS 209.00
8.  Paramount Baptist Church, Perkinston, MS 173.00
9.  First Baptist, Henleyfield, Carriere, MS 150.00
10. Mt. Carmel Baptist Church, Picayune, MS 250.00
11. Shiloh Baptist Church, Steens, MS 40.00

Funds Received at Camp:
12.  Wolf Creek Baptist Church, Kiln, MS 83.00
13.  Craft Sales at Camp  214.00
14.  Snack Shop at Camp 463.55
15. Offering for General Fund 86.94
16.  Officers' Competition and Candy Grams         80.33
Total received for the project $2,862.95

PROJECT TOTALS:
25% General Fund $   781.93
75% Philippine Publications   2,081.02
Total $2,862.95

Christian Action
Commission

Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi
Dr. John M. Adams,Director

P.O. Box 88, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863
Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com

John Adams

Recommended Reading
The monthly magazine “Focus on

the Family” with Dr. James Dobson is
excellent spiritual and moral reading.
Many good and wholesome ideas are
presented by the Focus faculty
monthly.  You can subscribe by writ-
ing to: Focus on the Family, P.O. Box
35500, Colorado Springs, CO 80935,

Telephone: 1-800-232-6459  (800-
A-FAMILY), $1.25 per issue

Trashy Culture
Recently in the Friday, March 23,

2007 issue of the  USA TODAY
Newspaper
“Letter to the Editor” section, a reader
reacted to what she termed our “trashy
culture.”
Bernice Dubbin of Tennessee,  pre-
sented the following thoughts:

1) “How many parents own stock
in companies that publish magazines
featuring girls wearing provocative
clothing?”  Her suggestion, “quit buy-
ing that stock.”

2) “How many parents and grand-
parents watch or allow their children
to watch television or movies that
contain suggestive thoughts, nudity,
and vulgarity?”  Her suggestion, “stop
watching it.”

3) “How many parents are really
looking at and purchasing the cloth-
ing, books, magazines, videos, mov-
ies, music, etc.  that their children are
wearing, reading, watching and hear-
ing?” Her suggestion, “start paying
attention.”

4) “How many parents and guard-
ians know who their children and
teens associate with?.  Do you know
who their friends are, the names of

their parents, where they live, their
moral beliefs, their guidelines for their
own child?  Her suggestion, “start
asking.”

National Day of Prayer
Thanks to all our BMA  churches

and pastors who participated in the
May 3 National Day of Prayer (NDP).
Let’s make it an annual event in our
congregations.

Contact our President
Below I have listed the address to

contact President Bush and Mrs. Bush.
Included are the email address and
telephone contact line.  This is an
excellent means for you to offer good
words of prayer encouragement.
Make the President and Ms. Bush
aware that Christians are supporting
them with the Word and prayers.   Paul
admonishes we Christians in Romans
13:1-5 to pray for those in authority.
Be respectful as you address our
leader.
The President of the United States
The White House
Washington, DC 20500
Salutation: Dear Mr President
comment line: 202-456-111
email: president@whitehouse.gov

continued on page 8
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Special Missions Emphasis has gotten of to
a good start.  Churches have responded by
inviting me to visit and speak on missions and
bring the message. Sunday April 22 Faye and
I visited with Wolf Creek and Pastor Jewel
Prince of Kiln, Mississippi.  After the morning
service we all enjoyed a wonderful meal pre-
pared by the ladies before leaving for home.
For the evening service we visited with Good
Hope and Pastor Corbey Jones of Stringer.
Mississippi.  The Lord blessed each service
with a warm spirit of welcome and an encour-
aging show of an enthusiastic mission zeal. On
Sunday morning  April 29 I will be with
Canaan Baptist Church of Franklinton, Loui-
siana, and Pastor Rico Lee.  That evening the
scheduled will be with El Camino of Laurel,
Mississippi, and Missionary Estuardo
Marroquin.  Missionary Marroquin’s father is
in from Guatemala and will be conducting a
two day revival with the El Camino Mission on
Saturday and Sunday.  Missionary Garcia and

of his people from Ripley will be down on
Saturday, but returning home for Sunday ser-
vices.

We are asking churches and individuals to
prayerfully consider our 2007 Special Mis-
sions Emphasis. We appreciate the pastors and
churches and associations that have shown
interest in the Special Missions Emphasis by
asking the Missions Department to come and
present missions and preach.  The BMA church
planting effort will grow when we put more
emphasis on missions. Amen? If we can assist
your church in promoting missions please do
not hesitate to give us the opportunity.

A dollar amount goal was not set by the
Mission’s office this year, we are just asking
each church to pray asking the Lord to lay on
your heart the amount.  Our 2007 posters that
have been mailed out are bulletin board size.
Each church received six copies, however we
will be more than happy to provide additional
copies if needed.

On May 24 Faye and I plan on visiting the
Philippines.  We ask that you pray for us as we
travel and visit some of our foreign family.

Just a note to share with you that we have
received a number of white oven cabinets
factory finished and ready for installation. If
you would like one of these cabinets please let
us know.  They are going on a first come first
served basis.

Again, I remind each of the churches that
our Mid-year State Associational meeting will
convene on May 22 hosted by First Baptist
Church Midway, Sumrall.  For further infor-
mation you may contact Pastor Leon Carmical
at 601-264-6647.

Special Emphasis giving through 4/24/07
Antioch 400.00
Cypress Creek 100.00
Cassandra Dailey   10.00
Fairhope   75.00
Fairview 451.88
First of Calhoun 500.00
Good Hope, Yazoo 150.00
Good Hope, Stringer 246.00
Harmony, Hurley 125.00
Misc. 280.00
Oak Grove, Lucedale   73.11
Wolf Creek     321.00
Total           2,731.99

Contact other Elected officials
You may wish to write other leaders.  Listed

is a website to direct you to the desired official.
http://capwiz.com/afanet/home

CAC Trustee of the Month
Rev. Granville Hollis Gordon (G.H.) , was

born on October 12, 1922.  His hometown is
Picayune, MS.  He is married to the former
Miriam Culpepper, also from Picayune.  They
observed their 64th wedding anniversary on
September 6, 2006.  Their children are: Tessa
Darst, (deceased), Gerald Keith, Cathy
Johnson, Connie Jean Lowe, and Donna
Strickland.  He has been in the ministry for 56
years and is presently pastoring Pear Orchard
Baptist Church, where he has ministered for
the past eight years.  We are honored to have
Bro. Gordon on our board.

Highlighted CAC Church Supporters:
Forked Oak, Booneville
Good Hope, Columbia
Good Hope, Ovett
Grace, Pass Christian
Hopewell, Fulton

CAC Trustee Meeting
Our Trustees will meet in the BMA Mis-

sions Office in Laurel on Tuesday, May 8 at
10:00 AM  with the Director.  Trustees are:
Rev. G. H. Gordon, Rev. Greg Medenwald,
Rev. Joshua Spiers, Rev Wexford Parmer,
Rev. Johnny Williams, Rev. Kevin Marr, Rev.
T. Aaron Maxwell, and Rev. Shane Singleton.

CAC Report
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Created to Serve
We were driving down the Interstate

not long ago when we passed a big truck
that had the logo "Created to Serve" painted
on the back.

Well, that set me to thinking.  Aren't we
Christians created to serve?  We hear so
much “me, me, me” philosophy these days
that even WE forget that serving others is
our main reason for being.

I happened to overhear a conversation
among some young "whipper-snapper"
preachers not long ago and they were
discussing some things they had been
asked to do as pastors.  They seemed to
think some of the requests were beneath
their dignity and maybe the requests were
just that.  But if the preachers (and lay
people) could remember that we are cre-
ated to serve, life would be more joyful.

Maybe we all need to pray, "Give me,
Lord, a servant's heart."

Mrs. Nancy Courtney
passes away

Nancy Courtney, age 70 of Conway, passed
from this life April 11, 2007, on her 70th
birthday, in Conway, Arkansas.  She was pre-
ceded in death by her
husband of 40 years,
Jack Courtney (former
pastor and national di-
rector of Interstate
Missions for the BMA
of America); her par-
ents, W.R. and Lola
Dean; four brothers,
Gene, Wayne, Rolph,
and Carl Dean.

Two children sur-
vive her:  J.D. Courtney and wife Sherri of
Wiggins, Mississippi, and Stacy Jordan and
husband David of Conway, Arkansas. She had
four grandchildren:  Blair Courtney & Bethany
Courtney of Wiggins, Mississippi and Courtney
Jordan & Macy Jordan of Conway, Arkansas.
She is also survived by two sisters: Louise
Horton, and husband Earl of Lubbock, Texas,
and  LaJuana Renshaw of Lubbock, Texas.

Funeral services were held Saturday, April
14th at Antioch Baptist Church, Conway, Ar-
kansas.

2nd Annual
Nathan Pierce Memorial
Concert to be held

Corinth Baptist Church of Lucedale, will
host the 2nd Annual Nathan Pierce Memorial
Concert on Friday, May 11, 2007 at 7:30 p.m.
This concert will feature The Inspirations
Quartet from Bryson City, N.C. All profits
from the concert will be used to purchase
Bibles for Foreign Missionaries through
BEAMS. Last year’s concert raised funds for
700 Bibles with more funds coming in after the
concert.

BMA Missionaries in the Phillipines, Hon-
duras, Ghana, and Canada have benefitted
from having Bibles furnished to them through
BEAMS. If your church would like to help
provide Bibles to BMA foriegn missionaries
please send your offering to Corinth Baptist
Church marked "Bibles for Missionaries".

Nathan Pierce was killed July 21, 2005
while at work with Singing River EPA. Nathan
was married to Niccole Holcomb, daughter of
Mike Holcomb of the Inspirations Quartet.
They had one daughter, Aubrey, who was 27
days old at the time of Nathan's death.

Perry Pierce
Corinth Baptist Church

Senior group
fellowships and ministers

Recently a group of the Senior Adults from
First Baptist Church, Bay Springs, Missis-
sippi, enjoyed a visit with Mrs. Irene Lofton,

one of their own, who is a resident at Comfort
Care Nursing Care in Laurel.  Afterwards they
had lunch at Hotel Alice in Ellisville, before
attending a Harp Concert at Jones County
Junior College.

Those present were Dean Boyd, Mary Nell
Ingram, Joyce Poole, Bobbie Rayner, Jo Nell
Stringer, Barbara White, Bernice Windham
and Pastor James Sprayberry.
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YOUR GIFT WILL HELP OUR MISSIONS

REDUCE THEIR DEBT AND COMPLETE THEIR WORK!


