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DiscipleGuide Changes Explained
By Paul White, Chairman

BMA of America
Coordinating Council

I am sharing the following
information to try and explain
what will be proposed for con-
sideration at this year’s national
meeting concerning the breakup
of the various DiscipleGuide
ministries. Although several
recommendations will be pre-
sented this year, we have been
blessed to experience excep-
tional cooperation from every-
one who is involved.

While change is often diffi-
cult to understand, it is some-
times necessary for the good of
the whole. One of our greatest
challenges is to keep you, the
people, informed about what is
actually taking place.

At the national meeting in
April, we will be voting on rec-
ommendations concerning five
areas of ministry. The areas that

we will deal with are Publica-
tions, Daniel Springs Camp,
Conferences, News Services and
the BMA Service Team. Please
keep in mind that this explana-
tion is a synopsis and is by no
means exhaustive or an exact
wording of the actual recom-
mendations.

Publications
& Daniel Springs

When we as an association
step out on a new and untried
venture it is normal to have
reservations in doing so, but
what will be recommended con-
cerning Publications and Daniel
Springs Camp is something we
lived with for many years before
the formation of DiscipleGuide.
In fact, if you go back to the
2004-2005 Statement of Prin-
ciples of Cooperation, you will
find that this year’s recommen-
dations concerning our State-
ment of Principles of Coopera-

tion for Baptist Publishing
House and Daniel Springs Camp
are nearly
the same as
they were
back then. If
the recom-
mendations
presented
concerning
the first two
are adopted
by the body,
it will not be
something
new. It will be going back to a
tried and proven way that will
serve us well into the future.
These were stand-alone depart-
ments then and certainly can be
again. For these departments
to stand on their own will not
weaken nor diminish their min-
istries’ structures, nor change
their core values.

Paul White

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Lighthouse Cafe Open

A ribbon cutting ceremony was held recently for Southeastern
Baptist College's Lighthouse Cafe. A large group of visitors and
friends, along with officials from the Jones County Chamber of
Commerce were present. The cafe is a new venture to provide
quality food to staff and students, but a unique feature is that it is
open to the general public for lunch on Tuesdays through Fridays
from 11:00 am to 2:00 pm.

The Cafe features a plate lunch each day plus a wide variety of
hamburgers, sandwiches, and wings. The public is invited to come
to SBC for lunch and make it a regular place for your week day
lunch.

New BMA Monthly Broadcast Missions Ministry

Introducing Yalanda Merrell of Lifeword

Yalanda Merrell

Although she had walked the
aisle at the age of seven, she
wasn’t saved until her fresh-
man year of college. But an-
other eight years passed until
she fully surrendered her life to
Jesus, then three more until
she began intentional disciple-
ship. It’s a familiar story for
many and one that Yalanda
Merrell doesn’t mind telling, es-
pecially if it will point someone
to Jesus.

Telling stories is what
Yalanda is all about and profes-
sionally she has done that, first
as a reporter and anchor for
KAIT in Jonesboro, Arkansas.
Then after eight years she left
the world of broadcasting and

television to
work as a re-
cruiter for
University of
Arkansas for
Medical Sci-
e n c e s
(UAMS).

Y a l a n da
came to the
attention of the Lifeword team
in 2018 after Director of Opera-
tions Luis Ortega and Execu-
tive Director Donny Parrish vis-
ited the church she and her hus-
band Shawn attend in north-
east Arkansas - Herman Bap-
tist Church in Bono. Turns out
that Yalanda is not only a tal-
ented broadcast journalist, but

a writer as well.
The Lifeword Cloud had just

been implemented and print
content was needed, so Yalanda
was asked to join a team of writ-
ers. Her daily devotionals and
blogs have been published on
lifeword.org ever since. After en-
thusiastically offering to do
more, anything that was needed,
BMA Missions took her up on
the offer.

On World Missions Day 2020
(Feb. 23) at 8 a.m., a new BMA
Missions broadcast did debut.
Hosted by Yalanda Merrell, the
monthly show is called
mission:world.tv and will fea-
ture BMA missionaries and
what they are doing around the

world. An extension of
mission:world magazine, it can
be viewed on BMA Missions’
Facebook page and will be
downloadable to share updates
with your church.

The four-minute-long epi-
sodes will highlight a mission-

ary and country each month,
giving viewers an inside look at
BMA Missions. Sign up to re-
ceive the videos by email (and
become a mission:world maga-
zine subscriber if you’re not al-
ready) by going to
missionworld.tv.

South Conference
Tuesday, March 10th at 9:30

Big Creek Baptist Church,

Soso, Mississippi

"Revival
Fires"

continued on page 5



2 March 1, 2020 •  Mississippi Baptist

Dr. Scott Carson
President

4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Southeastern Baptist College

Serving Christ With A Biblical World View  In A Christian Atmosphere

President’s Perspective
“If ye then be risen with

Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ sitteth
on the right hand of God. Set
your affection on things above,
not on things on the earth.”
Colossians 3:1-2

Over the years, I have had
close Christian friends who
tended to practice their walk
with the Lord differently than
Linda and I. We both were saved
in our teen years and learned
early in our study of the Bible
that, as children of God, we are
expected to seek His will first
before making life’s decisions.

These friends practiced what
I call, American Culture Deci-
sion Making, rather than Bibli-
cal Decision Making. You may
ask, “What’s the difference?”
Well, let’s review the American
Culture Decision Making Model:

The American Culture Deci-
sion Making Model involves
some good old fashioned Ameri-
can reasoning. This way of
thinking has partly helped make

America, what I believe to be
the greatest nation in history!
This thinking has to do with the
free market and pursuing one’s
dreams. The goal is often finan-
cial independence with the all
comforts that wealth can afford.
As a high
schooler, you
were probably
encouraged to
apply to the
most presti-
gious college
or university
possible, no
matter the
cost, and then
go after the degree that will pro-
duce the greatest income. When
the degree is achieved, you were
encouraged to try for the great-
est opportunity for future pro-
motions until you have achieved
your end goal of wealth and
earthly happiness. This sounds
very American and very typical
to me and how most Christians
in the United States raise their
children. This type of thinking

helped make our country what
it is today. However, do you see
any missing spiritual element
with this way of this decision
making model?

This type of decision making
puts one’s personal interests
first. Yes, as parents, we all want
the best for our children. We
want a happy and prosperous
future for them. The American
Culture Decision Making Model
helps them achieve at least one
of the goals, that of prosperity,
but does not necessarily guar-
antee happiness nor spiritual
maturity.

James 4:13 says, “Go to now,
ye that say, To day or to morrow
we will go into such a city, and
continue there a year, and buy
and sell, and get gain:”

This verse sounds like solid
old fashioned American reason-
ing. There’s a possibility to make
money at another place, so let’s
go seize this opportunity! As it
relates to pursuing higher edu-
cation, the thought process may
go something like this, “There’s

a small Christian college that
we support through our
churches, that we could send
our children to, but the pros-
pects of them having a prosper-
ous career afterwards seems
unlikely if we send them there.
I’d feel safer if they went to a
prestigious state college or my
alma mater. That will definitely
set them up for success!”

If you find yourself asking
this question, it might be that
you are making a decision based
on your own fears and you are
not willing to trust God’s lead-
ing. God may certainly want
your child at one of those other
colleges, but we as parents need
to be an example to our children
and show them how to seek God’s
will in their own lives. This is
one of the greatest gifts you, as
a parent, can send them off with,
no matter where they spend
those college years!

James quickly corrects the
Christian regarding this way of
making life plans. The next two
verses say, “Whereas ye know
not what shall be on the mor-
row. For what is your life? It is
even a vapour, that appeareth
for a little time, and then
vanisheth away. For that ye
ought to say, If the Lord will, we
shall live, and do this, or that.”

James encourages the be-

liever to take their life mission
into account, as followers of
Jesus. The end goal of the Chris-
tian is to be obedient every day
to God’s leading and God does
have a will and a purpose for
every child of His. That state
college or your alma mater might
very well be God’s will! But as
the president of our
Association’s Southeastern Bap-
tist College, I constantly see the
spiritual benefits and blessings
of a Christian environment,
while seeking a sound educa-
tion. Your child would receive a
deeper education in God’s Word,
while earning the necessary
general educational credits they
will use toward their career
path. You don’t want to be found
suppressing the work of the Holy
Spirit concerning your child’s
future. Rather, this could possi-
bly be the most important situ-
ation and opportunity to evi-
dence your trust in God by show-
ing your child the importance of
spiritual guidance.

I ask the readers of this ar-
ticle to “Trust in the LORD with
all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding.
In all thy ways acknowledge
him, and he shall direct thy
paths.” Proverbs 3:5-6
   Equipping the Saints!
   Dr. Carson

Cpl. Zachary Austin
Holloway Scholarship Memo-
rial:

Corporal Zachary Holloway
recently passed away in a tragic
accident. Zachary is the son of
Chris and Twyla Floyd. Chris is
a Trustee of SBC. Chris and
Twyla have designated SBC to
receive memorial monetary gifts
to establish a Scholarship in his
honor. Memorials gifts can be
sent to Southeastern Baptist
College, 4229 Highway 15
North, Laurel MS 39440. Please
annotate the gift in memory of
Corporal Holloway. Thank you
Ben and Erma Sue Hensarling,
and Jan and Eddie Walker for
your donations toward this
scholarship fund.

 The Jones County Economic Development Authority recently held a Speed
Networking event in the SBC Lighthouse Café with representatives from
numerous businesses across the county attending.

Members of the SBC Trustees attend Board Governance Training conducted
in Orlando, Florida, free of charge by our accrediting agency, Association for
Biblical Higher Education (L-R) Scott Kirkland, Dr. Carson, Leon Carmical,
Dwight Sibley, and Patsy Green

Salem Heights Baptist Church, Soso,
Mississippi, provided a recent Tues-
day Night Talk (TNT) meal with their
Student Pastor, Derrick Fretwell,
bringing a dynamic devotion to the
SBC students.

Southeastern College Activities TNT
Each Tuesday evening the

SBC student body gathers to-
gether for a meal and a spiritual

lesson. We invite churches and
ministries to sponsor a Tuesday
Night Talk (TNT) by providing
a nutritious home cooked meal
(church pot luck style) OR, you
can contract with the SBC Light-
house Café to provide the meal
at minimal cost, while you pro-
vide a 15-minute devotional.
This program is a huge success
with an average of 50 attending
each week. Contact our Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes Am-
bassador, Coach Lyon, at 601-
506-2880 to schedule your night
of ministry.

Bobby Thornton Memorials
Brother Bobby Thornton,

former BMAA Chaplaincy Dept.
Director and retired Air Force
Chaplain (Colonel), passed away
recently. His lovely wife, Dovie,
has designated SBC to receive
memorial gifts in his honor.
Memorials gifts can be sent to
Southeastern Baptist College,
4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel
MS 39440. Please annotate the
gift in memory of Brother
Thornton.

Why Are You Even Thinking
of Attending Another School?

Southeastern Baptist College
is designated by Intelligent.com
as the "Best Two Year Univer-
sity" for Online Bible Colleges
out of 201 institutions across
the U.S. for 2020. That’s twice
in the last 4 years we have been
ranked number one out of hun-
dreds of colleges and universi-
ties. And, we have consistently
been in the top 25. SBC is also
one of the top 10 least expensive
schools among thousands of col-
leges in the country. You really
need to contact the SBC Admis-
sions Officer today at 601-426-
6346.

continued on next page
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‘Discovering Your Heart for Missions’ Conference
SBC hosted this conference recently and it was well attended despite the dark overcast and rainy

day. Dr. John David Smith (BMAA Missions Director, Angela Rice (Volunteer Student Missions), and
Alicia Samson, Missionary to Philippines delivered fantastic messages. Thank you for all who
attended and supported this great program. See adjacent photos of the event.

Dr, Scott Carson welcomes those attending
the  'Discover Your Heart Missions Conference'

Above Left to right - Guest speakers Alicia Samson, Angela Rice,
Dr. John David Smith, and SBC President Scott Carson

Several groups were represented with their various ministries at
'Discovering Your Heart for Missions Conference'

Lighthouse Café Officially Open to Public
Praise the Lord! The SBC Lighthouse Café is open to everyone!

Hours of operation are Tuesday to Friday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Come
and make lunch at the café a regular part of your week’s activities.
Of note, the Lighthouse Café can be contracted to provide catered
meals or can be reserved for special activities. Contact Roderick
Hollis for more information at  601-652-1613. Thank you to all who
contributed in money, materials, and labor toward this two-year
project. See the adjacent pictures of the Grand Opening event.

Amazon Smile
Our Amazon Smile account

is fixed! Anybody shopping on
Amazon can select Southeast-
ern Baptist College as your char-
ity. When you do this, a portion
of your purchase price will go
directly to SBC as a donation
from Amazon!

Mark Your Calendar!
The annual SBC Donor Din-

ner is scheduled for Thursday
evening, March 26, 2020 on the
SBC campus and catered by the
Lighthouse Café. This year, we
are combining the individual
and the church donor dinners
into one combined event. Invi-
tations have been sent. Please
RSVP as requested.

SBC Choir
Now is the time to reserve

dates for a performance at your

College President Dr. Scott Carson welcoming guests to official grand opening
and ribbon cutting ceremony of Lighthouse Cafe on campus of Southeastern

church or other venue during
the Spring Semester. Hurry,
their schedule is filling up
quickly. Contact Krista
McKenzie at 601-426-6346.

Veterans Benefits
SBC possesses the Gold

Award level as a military
friendly college! Have you
served in America’s Armed
Forces? Then you probably have
Veterans Administration tu-
ition benefits that you can use
toward a free education right
here at SBC. I urge you to con-
tact your local VA representa-
tive for an evaluation of your
benefits. You earned them! SBC
has numerous students receiv-
ing VA assistance for both online
and in-classroom tuition.

SBC Foundation
The Southeastern Baptist

College Foundation is a fantas-
tic way to support your college

well into the future. Interest
from the Foundation helps sus-
tain the financial needs of the
college. We currently have
$750,000 in the Foundation. Our
goal is to grow this amount to
one million dollars. If you are
interested in transferring as-
sets or including the SBC Foun-
dation in your will planning,
contact Dr. Carson for more in-
formation on how to invest in
the present and future
sustainability of SBC.

Love to Preach the Word!
Thank you for the many

churches providing Dr. Carson
an opportunity to preach the
Word of God to your congrega-
tions! Dr. Carson is available to
fill the pulpit for preaching or to
make a presentation about the
great work and vision of South-
eastern Baptist College. You can
reach him at 601-433-4736 or at
scarson@southeasternbaptist.edu

SBC continued

Below - Special Music at ribbon cutting by members of SBC Choir

Sofilthy's Attic by Barbara White

LIGHTNIN'
In a meeting a while ago, plans were being made to

have a "quilting".  One of the ladies said,  "I've never
quilted, but I've watched my mother and grand-
mother quilt."
Well, that brought Lightnin' to mind.  Lightnin' was

one of the hardest working men I have ever known.
He worked at the hospital and one of the ambulances at the
hospital had to have some work done on it.  When the garage
called to tell the administrator that the ambulance was ready to
be picked up, he immediately thought he'd take Lightnin with
him down to the town (about 20 miles) to drive it back.

When they arrived at the garage, the administrator on a
hunch, said, "Lightnin', can you drive?"  To which Lightnin'
replied, "Nah, suh, I been around a heap of it, but I ain't never
done none of it."

All of this reminds me of church members who come and
listen to the preacher every week exhorting us to get up and do
something for heaven's sake, and we get up and go home as
though we had not heard a word.  "We been around a heap of it,
we just ain't never done none of it."

Try reading the 12th chapter of Hebrews.
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Don Brown
Editor

Supporting BMA Ministries
Below are our 2020 Special Emphasis receipts to date. Be

assured that each gift is greatly appreciated. No ministry can
operate without adequate financial support. While all funds we
receive certainly  sustain this ministry, the real effect is the
support of all the departments and ministries of the BMA of
Mississippi. Let us understand that the Mississippi Baptist paper
is not a ministry unto itself, but a support ministry for every area
of the BMA of Mississippi.

Thank you for your giving and know that it is helping to
undergird all of the ministries of the churches of our state.

2020 Special Emphasis Receipts
Antioch Baptist Church, Taylorsville $250.00
Bethel Baptist Church, Wiggins $200.00
Bethel Baptist Church, Louise $500.00
Bible Baptist Church, Ovett $50.00
Big Creek Baptist Church, Soso $350.00
Big Creek District WMA $87.50
Buffalo Baptist Church, Mclain  $123.80
Calvary Baptist Church, Taylorsville $200.00
Canaan Baptist Church, Richton $500.00
Centerville Baptist Church, Guntown $147.00
Cypress Creek Baptist Church, Brookland $100.00
Divine Grace Baptist Mission, Long Beach $200.00
East Amory Baptist Church, Amory  $250.00
First Baptist Church, Bay Springs $445.00
First Baptist Church Of Calhoun, Laurel $500.00
First Baptist Church Of Shady Grove, Laurel $350.00
Frank Panzrino, Tupelo $100.00
Hopewell Baptist Church, Fulton $91.00
Little Creek Baptist Church, Perkinston $67.00
Lone Oak Baptist Church, West Point $250.00
New Bethany Baptist Church, Seminary $60.00
Oak Grove Baptist Church, Mantachie $15.00
Palestine Baptist Church, Bay Springs $50.00
Parkview Baptist Church, Laurel $70.00
Parkview Faith Ss Class, Laurel $100.00
Riverside Baptist Church, Ellisville $30.00
Rock Creek Baptist Church, Union $200.00
Rocky Branch Baptist Church, Sumrall $130.00
Skyway Hills Baptist Church, Brandon $250.00
Spencer Memorial Baptist Church, Lucedale $100.00
Spring Hill Baptist Church, Ocean Springs $65.26
Temple Baptist Church, Biloxi $63.00
Union Baptist Church, Bay Springs $114.16
Walnut Grove Baptist Church, Fulton $50.00
Washington Baptist Church, Neely $200.50
Wilderness Baptist Church, Vicksburg $200.00
Total $6459.22

NOTE:  If there are any errors in the list above or if your church or group is
not listed, please let us know.

Submission Policies
We are pleased to publish reports from all related entities of the

BMA, including the world-wide ministries of the BMA of America. We
do not publish news or notices of secular or outside groups.

Article submissions should be sent by email to editor@msbaptist.org
or in typed format by mail to P.O. Box 8181, Laurel, MS 39441.

Photos should be emailed in jpg format. Photos lose resolution
when printed on newsprint, therefore the original quality is vital.
Photos should be well lighted, in focus, clear and sharp. Photos should
contain people if at all possible. There is no guarantee that all articles
and/or photos will be published. Unsolicited items will be given
consideration, but publication is not guaranteed. Date sensitive
articles will take priority.

We publish on the 1st and 15th of each month with the exception of
December. Articles announcing events should be in the issue that is
published at least 2 weeks prior.

Anders Lee

MINISTERING TO YOUNG PEOPLE
by Anders Lee

“How Do You Know When It’s Your Time to Go?”
Tough subject isn’t it! Leav-

ing a church is never easy! This
isn’t one of those topics that I
looked forward to covering, yet
it is one that merits discussion.
I have always had one or two in
my circles who were discussing
this very thing trying to discern
the will of God for their life. I’ve
touched on this before in previ-
ous articles and hesitated to
revisit the matter, but since I’ve
been specifically asked to write
an article on this, HERE WE
GO!

I took my first church in Janu-
ary of 1990 when I was 18
years old. In 1993, I came
to a point where I knew I
could not move that church
forward where I was serv-
ing because of my lack of
experience. Bless their
hearts, they sure were pa-
tient with that super young
guy. So I started praying
about moving on and where
God would have me land. I
spoke to Dr. Gerald Kellar for
some sage ole advice. He sure
gave it to me, and of course my
Dad too. In the next four months,
I had 9 churches contact me. I
was floored and confused! I had
no clue how in the world that
was happening. I went back to
Dr. Kellar and shared my confu-
sion. He let the cat out of the
bag… he had started putting
my name in with pulpit com-
mittees!!! LOL! I knew I had no
reputation to merit that kind of
exposure. After much time of
praying God told me to stay put
until He opened the door. Six-
teen months later I found my-
self interviewing with Calvary
in Horn Lake, and this was God’s
open door for me. One that I had
not pried open or pursued - He
brought it to me!

Through that I learned that
it is a given that you have to be
led by the Holy Spirit - 100% -
bottom line! Jesus Himself, as
we know from the pattern laid
out in Luke 4, was led by the
Spirit throughout His ministry
and so should you! I know that

when you have heard His voice,
nothing else really matters, the
questions and dis-
cussions should
cease. But let’s be
honest, so many
say they have
heard from God,
and they have
hardly spent time
in the Word over
it, much less been
on their knees bathing it in
prayer. Don’t be that guy that
goes around telling every-
one that

God spoke to your
heart and you “gotta obey” when
you know good and well it’s an
off the cuff decision to get out of
a place where you are not happy.
Sincerely, pray, seek His face,
walk with Him, be patient not
impulsive; let Him prove this to
you through His Word, the
prompting of the Spirit, provi-
dential circumstances, and
godly advice from surrendered
men of God!

Speaking of surrendered men
of God. I’ve asked some young &
older guys I know and trust to
contribute to this article. In a
multitude of counselors, the
proverb says, “there is safety.”
Glean from their advice and I
pray it will be helpful to you!
Here they are in alphabetical
order...

Justin Burdick, Central in
Southaven, Mississippi

“If you find that you cannot
make any progress in ministry
due to the structure of church
leadership stifling and restrict-
ing true Gospel ministry, then
it is definitely time to access

whether you should stay or not,
or be the one to change that
situation.”

Larry Barker, BMA North
American Missions Director.

“Here are a few questions that
should be asked: Am I making a
major decision in the midst of a
valley or very difficult time (I
Kgs 19)? Have I lived up to the
commitment I made as best I
could (Rom 12:18)? Am I willing
to stay if God makes it clear that
I should (Matt 6:10)? Then I run
it through this filter? What is
my motivation for leaving?
How does my wife (spouse) feel
about my decision? What do
the people that I am spiritu-
ally accountable to say about
this decision? Have I sought
a multitude of counsel? Af-
ter all of that: Do I have the
peace of God ruling in my
heart over the decision I

have made?”

Zac Lee, Oak Park Baptist,
Little Rock, Arkansas

“I think the biggest thing for
me when it comes to leaving a
church or “moving on” is if you
have peace about it and God
brings on that peace through
his will because it isn’t God‘s
will if you’re not going to have
peace. Another thing for me
would probably be timing if it’s
good timing or not. There’s cer-
tain instances where I think it’s
too early to leave a youth posi-
tion you have to stay the course.”

Tracy McMillen, Bethel Bap-
tist Church, Fulton

I’ve been in one ministry for
the last 17 years. I can say a
couple of things about NOT leav-
ing. 1. I have always felt like
God wasn’t done with me here
mainly because He keeps bring-
ing people into my life that I can
pour myself into. 2. I left a secu-
lar job to do ministry, and I can’t
see me leaving ministry at all.
As far as when to leave a minis-

continued on page 5
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Scripture Thoughts by Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

Conferences & News Services
Last year, the association

voted to move the responsibili-
ties of these two entities to the
BMA Service Team (formerly
referred to as the LLC) for one
year. After visiting with the
department leaders involved,
their overwhelming conclusions
were that the BMA Service
Team was the perfect location
for these two important minis-
tries. Therefore, there will be a
recommendation for these two
ministries to be placed under
the BMA Service Team.

BMA Service Team
Neither the BMA Service

Team nor LLC is directly tied to
DiscipleGuide. Sometime back,
the association voted to create
what was then known only as
the LLC (Limited Liability Co-
operation) to assist in stream-
lining operations in the Conway
office through sharing employ-
ees and assets, thereby mini-
mizing costs and maximizing
return on investment for sup-
port services and functions.

While the term LLC tells of a
way of organizing your business,
it woefully fails to reveal what it
does. So we will be voting on
making the BMA of America
Service Team, its purpose, gov-
ernance, and special duties part
of our Statement of Principles of
Cooperation to help inform our

people of what it is and what it
does. You will be hearing the
title BMA Service Team a lot in
the future if this proposal passes.

The position of BMA Service
Team director is a hired posi-
tion in cooperation of those ex-
ecutive directors who work out
of the Global Ministry Head-
quarters in Conway. These de-
partments share the cost of the
BMA Services Team and the
directors have hired John
Meriweather to serve as direc-
tor of the BMA Service Team
and be the go-to man concern-
ing these responsibilities.

The Coordinating Council has
studied the proposed recommen-
dations, and we are in agree-
ment.

May God continue to bless
the ministries of the BMA of
America. Thank you.

National Department Changes
from Front Page

South Conference
Tuesday, March 10th at 9:30

Big Creek Baptist Church,

Soso, Mississippi

"Revival
Fires"

try position, it is simply when I
know God is calling me to an-
other place.

Nathan Moore, The Church
in Walls Mississippi

“My philosophy in a nutshell
is simply, God doesn’t call us
from ministry, but to it. So if you
are going to leave, is He calling
you to something that He has
made clear? The only other time
I would leave is when the situa-
tion has become toxic and one
might need to leave for their
family’s spiritual health.”

Mark Livingston, Keltys First
Baptist Church Lufkin, Texas

 There are so many variables
to this matter. George Mueller
said when he had to make a
decision: 1. Pray your heart into
a frame of mind that has no
motive on its own. In other
words, you’re willing to stay or
go; whatever God says. 2. Pra,y
but pray in scripture. So as not

to trust your emotions. Go to
scripture and wait until the Lord
gives you clear biblical answers.
3. Look at the hand of Provi-
dence. What has God allowed to
happen to your circumstances
and your situations? Those are
good guidelines.

Clay Nance, Oasis Church,
Conway, Arkansas

“When your vision does not
match the churches vision. The
minister and the church must
share common passions and
their hearts must bend in the
same direction. Otherwise one
will not support the other in
ministry or service opportuni-
ties.”

Donny Parrish, BMA Direc-
tor of Lifeword, Conway, Ar-
kansas

“I've been a staff person most
of my life and the challenge of
understanding God’s will about
staying or leaving is different in

that position. Can you support
and carry out the vision that
your Pastor has for the church?
If not, it's time to go. Are you
frustrated to the point that you
are tempted to share that frus-
tration with church members?
If so, you should move on. Are
you feeling the pull to be the
lead visionary in the church? If
you are, it's time to go. There
can only be one vision in your
church. You should follow your
pastor as he follows Christ. You
are there to do ministry that
will flow into your pastor’s vi-
sion. Know your role. Play your
role.”

I really appreciate these guys
and their contribution to the
question addressed in the ar-
ticle! I didn’t want to address
this mater alone… as we have
said… there is wisdom in a
multitude of counselors!
Lee is a church planter in
Southhaven, Mississippi. He is a
pastor and former youth minister
and may be contacted at
anders.lee571@gmail.com

“How Do You Know” from page 4

Acts 2.42 “And they continued
stedfastly in the apostles' doc-
trine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in
prayers.”

Do you wish you could have
the same experience in your
house of worship as they had in
the early church?  What that
must have been like! This verse
tells us what it was like to be a
part of the early church. Good
Reader, if we pay attention to
the four things that were com-
mon in that early church expe-
rience, we can replicate it today.

One, they devoted themselves

to the Apostles’
teaching. Those
men who had
been with Jesus
spoke the things
they had seen
and heard and
e x p e r i e n c e d
while with Him.
For our church today these are
the things written in our New
Testament. You can’t have the
early church experience if you
neglect the New Testament
teachings.

Second, they devoted them-
selves to the fellowship. There

were no Christians outside this
fellowship. They were one body.
There was no dissension. This
unity must be held up as not
only a model for us in our church
today but also the standard by
which our church operates.

Third, they devoted them-
selves to the breaking of bread.
It seems they had a communal
process of eating with the group
and sharing the celebration of
the Last Supper to commemo-
rate His death. Certainly break-
ing bread together is a key ele-
ment in fellowship and it can be
done around the Lord’s Table
for us today.

Fourth, they devoted them-

selves to prayer. The place was
shaken in an earlier meeting
just before Pentecost as they
prayed.  When was the last time
you felt even a hinted ripple of
the Holy Ghost in a service of
prayer in your church? So to say
again: “I wish I could have expe-
rienced the early church!”

Good Reader, you can experi-
ence the same in your congrega-
tion as the early Church. Sim-
ply follow in the steps of doing
what the early Church did:
“They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching, to the fellow-
ship, to the breaking of bread,
and to prayer.”

Acts 5.29 “Then Peter and the
other apostles answered and
said, We ought to obey God
rather than men.”

Human authority, is it always
right to obey it? Most of the time
it is. Public laws set up by au-
thorities are for the common
good of the populace. Here in
this verse the Apostles are re-
ferring to a higher authority:
the authority and unction of
God. Good Reader, don’t be a
zealot telling people you are
doing God’s will when you are
only carrying out some hair-
brained scheme of your own
machinations! Decisions of con-
science are not to be made
lightly.

The Apostles understood
what the Sanhedrin (the high-
est authority of the Jewish na-
tion at that time) was telling
them to do and not do. They
made a decision of conscience to
obey what they knew in their
heart of heart and bone of bones
they had to do.

Before you set out to defy and
subvert the civil, religious, even
common sense authorities in the
name of Christianity, ask your-
self: “Is this most certainly and
assuredly the Spirit of God mov-
ing in me…or is it the leftover
pizza from last night disturbing
my thoughts?” This context in
Acts with the Apostles defying
the religious authorities was
valid, and thankfully for the

history of the Church, they were
brave enough to do what God
moved in them to do!

Acts 13.2 “As they ministered
to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy
Ghost said, Separate me
Barnabas and Saul for the work
whereunto I have called them.”

The story of some of the ter-
rible endings of cults is that the
leader tells the followers: “God
wants you to follow me without
question.” That is not the story
here. All of the Church at
Antioch received the same mes-
sage. It was not simply one
“leader” telling the others what
to do.

As a result of this, the Church
sent these two off on a world-
changing missionary journey.
It did not end in a catastrophic
cult-like scene of death, trag-
edy, or heartbreak for the mem-
bers of the Church. Rather it
was a starting point for what we
would call “modern missions.”

Good Reader, I would hope
for more churches like Antioch
to worship the Lord in focused
fashion in order to hear the
Spirit telling them to do stun-
ning things in the area of spread-
ing the Gospel in our world right
now.

Dr. Tony Cleaver is a retired
U.S. Army Chaplain and Direc-
tor of Distance Learning for
BMA Seminary.

You may contact him at
jstmcleaver@embarqmail.com

Wiggins Church Sets Revival
Vardaman Street Baptist

Church, Wiggins, will hold their
Spring Revival from March 29
through April 1.  Bro. Jeffrey Lee
of Ford’s Creek Baptist Church in
Poplarville will be bringing our
messages.  Bro. Benjy Rigney of
Picayune will be leading our mu-
sic.  We will have Morning Service
on Sunday at 10:30 am with ‘Din-
ner on the Ground’ to follow and
Afternoon Services at 1:15 pm.
Nightly service during the week
will begin at 6:30pm.
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Ladies Retreat Planned
The Hobolochitto WMA will be hosting the 5th Annual LIFE

(Ladies Interceding For Eternity) Retreat
April 24-25, 2020.  Registration starts at
5:00 p.m. The retreat is held at Camp-
ground Baptist Church,  20577 HWY 53,
Gulfport, Mississippi.  The cost is $35.00 a
lady or teen girl before April 10th and
$45.00 after or at the door.

This year's speaker is Dori Drabek.  Dori
is a Baptist speaker who travels all over the
United States with her unique style of
spreading God's Word.  Her speaking and drama ministry is
designed specifically for women.

For more information please contact Melissa Comeaux at
228-861-8308.

Dori Drabek

Baptist Missionary
Association of Mississippi

www.bmaofmississippi.com

DEPARTMENTS & COMMISSIONS

Mississippi Baptist Paper
P.O. Box 8181

Laurel, MS 39441
601-426-3293

Southeastern Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
601-426-6346

State Youth Department
4226 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
662-397-6832

Baptist Children's Home
118 Lowe Rd.

Laurel, MS 39443
601-426-3928

Missions & Revolving
 Loan Fund

4226 Highway 15 North
 Laurel, MS 39440

601-428-8616

Commission on Senior Adults
4226 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
601-729-2613

History & Archives
Commission

4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, MS 39440

Moral Action
P.O. Box 88

Mantachie, MS 38855
662-282-7425

Ladies, Mark Your Calendar!
Ladies Retreat, September 25th and 26th, 2020.

The Retreat will be held at Holiday Inn,
Pearl.  Charlotte Johnson will be our

speaker.
 The theme is “JOY.”

 New and exciting things will be
 happening at our Retreat!

Watch for future updates about
registration and T-shirt orders.

GET EXCITED!!
Kathy Walley, Chairman - 601-508-1082 Charlotte Johnson

It “Just Happens”
A Missions Story by BMA Missionary Stan Scroggins

While in Manila this month getting documents for their new
son, John Page experienced severe indigestion.  Rushed to the
nearest hospital his heart attack was abated and he had stints to
open clogged ar-
teries.  Here are
some incredible
"coincidences":
Just happened
to be in Manila;
just happened to
be at the airport
when it hap-
pened; just hap-
pened to be a
nurse near by
who suggested
"indigestion is
often a sign of a heart attack; the airport just happened to have an
ambulance available; just happened the nearest hospital was only
minutes away, that hospital just happened to be one of the best in
Asia; just happened to have a world class heart specialist on staff.
If just one of these "just happened" events was missing John's
outcome would have been a tragedy.  John just happens to be the
"the luckiest man alive."  Well nothing JUST HAPPENS.  God is
in control.  Pray for John and Louella and their two children as
John recuperates and returns to his missionary duties.

John, Louela, Gracia Fae, and Khayden Samuel

Just The Crumbs Disaster Relief Ministry Update
by Lavon Haden

During the Christmas season, Just the Crumbs was blessed to
deliver17 boxes of canned goods and several frozen hams, pork
loins, and pulled pork to families who needed a helping hand.

During the week of February 22-29, Just the Crumbs fed and
provided shower facilities to Team Acts as they did some rebuild-
ing in the area hit
by Hurricane
Michael near
Panama City,
Florida.

We are visiting
the Jackson and
Columbia areas
affected by the
Pearl River flood-
ing and will as-
sist with meals in
the area we feel
called to serve, as
soon as our equip-
ment and workers
return from
Florida.

Your prayers play a major role in our ability to serve the hurting.
Please continue to hold us up with those prayers.

Here is contact information for individuals with Just The
Crumbs and a list of ongoing needs. Contact. Beth Burkes at 662-
582-6667;  Mike Angus at 228- 669-1108; Tim Tyler at 501- 328-
7800 or  Lavon Haden at 601- 522-6055

Our ongoing needs are canned vegetables (gallons preferred) ,
paper products ( plates napkins paper towels) and almost any kind
of meat.

JTC feeding volunteers from several different states at
Carlisle Baptist Church in Galloway Florida, just outside
Panama City. This is a continued effort in response to
Hurricane Michael near Panama City, Florida.

A sign of our times...

What? 47% of mainline pastors support same-sex marriage
OneNewsNow.com - Results
from a nationwide survey re-
veal that nearly half (a whop-
ping 47%) of mainline pastors
approve of and “see nothing
wrong” with same-sex marriage.

Lifeway Research conducted
a phone survey on 1,000 Protes-
tant pastors to get their take on
same-sex marriage and civil
unions between August 30 and
September 24 last year and com-
pared it with results from previ-
ous surveys taken in 2018 and
2010, and a nearly double-digit
(9%) increase in approval of the
former was registered over the
decade.

Many mainline pastors em-

brace culture, not Bible
The increase in Protestant

pastors’ support of same-sex
marriage since 2010 is mostly
credited to those from mainline
denominations, while evangeli-
cal pastors’ approval remained
at the same low level.

“In 2010, 8% of self-identified
evangelical Protestant pastors
said they saw nothing wrong
with two people of the same gen-
der getting married, while 32%
of self-identified mainline Prot-
estant pastors said the same,”
Lifeway revealed. “Today, as a
decade ago, 8% of evangelical
pastors say they have no issues
with same-sex marriage. Among

mainline pastors, however, sup-
port has jumped from a third to
almost half (47%).”

Nearly half of the more lib-
eral denominations’ pastors are

on board with the
LGBT agenda.

“Presbyterian or Reformed
(49%), Methodist (47%),

Lutheran (35%) and Christian/
Church of Christ pastors (20%)
are more likely to see nothing
wrong with same-sex marriage
than Baptist (3%) or Pentecos-
tal pastors (1%),” the statistics
show.

Lifeway Research Executive
Director Scott McConnell gave
two possible reasons for

evangelicals not buying in to
the homosexual agenda.

“The stability in the views
of evangelical
pastors means
either there has
been no growth

in acceptance of same-sex mar-
riage among them, or the pas-

tors that no longer have moral
reservations about it no longer
identify as evangelical,”
McConnell reasoned.

Overall, about one in four
Protestant pastors give a
thumbs-up to same-sex mar-
riage.

“In the most recent survey,
24% of pastors say they see noth-
ing wrong with two people of the
same gender getting married,
[while] almost three-quarters
say they disagree (72%), with
67% strongly disagreeing,” the
researchers divulged. “The near
quarter of pastors in support of
same-sex marriage are up from
previous LifeWay Research
studies—20% in 2018 and 15%
in 2010.”

Pastors embracing same-sex
civil unions have also been on
rise over the past decade.

“[Today], around a third (32%)
say they see nothing wrong with
civil unions between two people
of the same gender, [while] al-
most two-thirds (63%) say they
disagree, with a majority (54%)

continued on page 7
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2020 Senior
Conference Schedule

South Conference -
Tuesday, March 10th at 9:30
Big Creek Baptist Church
Soso, Mississippi

North Conference
Tuesday, May 12th at 9:30
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
Fulton., Mississippi

- Revival Fires  -

Girls Retreat
March 20-21, 2020
Camp Garaywa

Clinton, Mississippi
“Lei Your Burdens Down”

State Galilean Camp Information
March 20-21, 2020

 BONDS THAT LAST
Proverbs 13:20, Proverbs 17:17.

Lebanon Church
to host Sing

The Magnolia Boys Quartet will
be at Lebanon Baptist Church on
March 21, 2020 starting at 7:00
pm.  Fox Fire will be there also.
The church is located on 460
Lebanon Road, Laurel, MS 39443.

Parkview Chuch, Laurel
licenses Patrick Brown

On February 16, Parkview
Baptist Church, Laurel, had the
privilege of licensing Bro.
Patrick Brown as a minister of
the Gospel. Bro. Patrick has a
great passion for evangelism.
He is a faithful member of the
church and currently teaches
the Men’s Sunday School class.

We ask that you pray for him,
and if there is occasion to use
him, he is available for any op-
portunity to preach. Please call
601-428-7354 or 601-319-0344
for more information.

Parkview Pasotr Shane Singleton
presents Bro. Patrick Brown with
his license from the church

Leave It To Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

My Nose Job
I had a nose job last week.

Lots of people for one reason or
another have their noses surgi-
cally altered.  The surgeries
make the person more attrac-
tive and appeal-
ing to the eye. The
nose job smooths
out the face sym-
metry.

My nose job
was not done with
surgical preci-
sion nor in a
doctor’s office. It was done with
a blunt instrument in my drive-
way. You might be wondering
how this could be. Glad you
asked. Let me recite the details
of my nose job.

Each Tuesday evening I roll
my large, heavy trash can out to
the curb - that is south, which is
normally the direction of the

wind. The trash truck comes by
on Wednesday morning to
empty my trash can. After the
process of emptying, I go out to
get the garbage can to roll it
back to its place beside the ga-
rage - that is north of the street.
This is a routine chore I have
done for many years now.  I am
quite proficient with this manly
responsibility.

Now that you have the de-
tails of the trash can practice,
let me go on with the finer points
of the procedure. This last
Wednesday the wind was not
from the south; it was from the
north about 35 to 40 miles per
hour. I was “in the zone” of roll-
ing the trash can (Did I tell you
it was a very large trash can
that had great weight and mass
due to the industrial grade plas-
tic?)  back to its place as I have

routinely done for many years.
The top of the trash can has a

lid that weighs seven to ten
pounds and is hinged to the back.
So I go mindlessly pushing the
can against the strong wind.
Suddenly, wham! The lid
pops up on its hinges in
the wind. It only
stops when it
hits my nose.
Hits my nose
might be too
weak in de-
scription. I did
not go down to
my knees, but I lost
a few seconds of
time in pain. I prob-
ably just broke my
nose; at least that w a s
my thought after gathering my
mind. The crimson drops of vivid
red that dripped on to my shirt
got my attention even more.

For those of you who know
me, you understand I have a
prominent proboscis already. I
don’t think any damage has been
done other than a swollen nose

right now. In fact I can breathe
a little better through one side
than I have been able to in years.
There are several things I pain-
fully learned from this experi-
ence. You don’t need a doctor’s

appointment to get a nose
job. If you are consid-

ering a nose job for
yourself, join me
some Wednesday
morning when there
is a strong north
wind. I will let you
push my trash can
back to its place. By
the way, the most
important lesson I
have learned is
this: I From now on,

I will now pull - not push - my
garbage can back to the side of
the garage when there is a strong
north wind.

Dr. Tony Cleaver is a retired
U.S. Army Chaplain and Direc-
tor of Distance Learning for
BMA Seminary.

You may contact him at
jstmcleaver@embarqmail.com

strongly disagreeing,” Lifeway
informed. “In the 2010 LifeWay
Research survey, 27% of Protes-
tant pastors were supportive of
same-sex civil unions, while 70%
of pastors disagreed.”

Most pastors believe that just
because radical judges legalize
immoral behavior, it doesn’t
make it right – or usurp God’s
Word.

“More than four years after
the Supreme Court legalized
same-sex marriage in all 50
states, most Protestant pastors
still see a moral problem with
it,” McConnell observed. “More
pastors are protective of mar-
riage itself, but legal civil unions
also are seen as wrong by most
pastors.”

Different demographic

groups were found to be more
likely to embrace sexually im-
moral behavior.

“In addition to mainline pas-
tors being more likely than
evangelicals, white pastors
(27%) are more likely to see noth-
ing wrong with same-sex mar-
riage than African American
pastors (15%) or pastors of other
ethnicities (6%),” Lifeway added.
“Those with a doctorate (27%)
or a master’s degree (32%) are
more likely to support same-sex
marriage than pastors with a
bachelor’s degree (9%) or no col-
lege degree (6%).”

The smaller the church, the
more welcoming it is of same-
sex marriage.

“Pastors of churches with
fewer than 50 in attendance are

more likely to see nothing wrong
with two people of the same gen-
der getting married (33%) than
those at churches with 100 or
more in attendance (19%),” re-
searchers noted.

When all is said and done,
what it all comes down to is that
evangelicals put God above man.

“The movement we see among
pastors’ views of same-sex mar-
riage has less to do with their

“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good
evil; that put darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet
for bitter! Woe unto them that are wise in
their own eyes, and prudent in their own
sight!” 

Isa 5:20-21 

same-sex marriage from page 6

denominational tradition than
their view of the Bible,”
McConnell stressed. “An evan-
gelical distinctive is the ulti-
mate authority the Bible has
over one’s beliefs despite chang-
ing cultural perspectives, [so] it
is not surprising … that evan-
gelical pastors across different
denominations continue to view
same-sex marriage as wrong
through this lens.”
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Jason Howard
Director

History & Archives Comm ission
4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440

Refreshing Ourselves from
the Springs of our Doctrinal
and Historical Heritage

“How many Baptists of today
know why they are Baptists?
How many could even state the
cardinal beliefs of Baptists?
There was never a time when so
much heresy was preached. Of
those called Baptists today, very
few can rightly claim the name.
Some who claim it actually deny
the Inspiration of Scriptures;
they do not believe in the virgin-
birth of Christ, in the blood
atonement which He made; they
do not believe in the bodily res-
urrection of Christ from the
grave and they deny His Deity.
Their ‘gospel’ has become a mere
social gospel, nothing more.
Millions of dollars are given in
the name of Christianity, and
those dollars do not support
Bible truths.

As to the church and its ordi-
nances, they know but little.
We need to hearken anew to the
Bible and its simple truths. The
churches have, in large mea-
sure, become too formal; the
worship is entertaining to the
carnal nature, of which, unfor-
tunately, we still have too much
about us.

Baptists have a noble heri-
tage. But to read the dusty pages
of their history is painful. Were
it not that we deeply feel the
necessity of doing otherwise, we
would let the record of suffering
rest in the history books. Those
who suffered for their faith, in
unspeakable tortures, are now
with Jesus. He has already
healed their wounds, cooled the
fires and eased the pains with
the balm of His blessed pres-
ence.

One would hardly believe,

were  it not for the written
records, that humans, God’s
once most glorious creation,
could be so cruel, so mean, so
devil-possessed, as to persecute,
by every means imaginable,
God’s meekest children as thou-
sands of their persecutors have
done in all ages since Christ.
But it is true. And the half is not
on record. Along with Baptists,
their records also were burned.

As I have said I would be glad
to let these few
glimpses of the
past be forgotten
were it not that I
believe we are
facing the possi-
bility of this all
over again. Two
things convince
me. First, the Bible warns us.
Second, we can see the spirit
that sent our fathers to the stake
rising up again today. We have
selected a few of the records and
reprint them here to awaken us
to reality, and to stir us to ac-
tion, to move us toward God and
toward the mission fields, which
are today so white unto harvest.

This is not a history, but we
have included some history in
it. It is not a theological trea-
tise, but we have tried to set
forth some truths that I believe
we need to re-emphasize. We
especially appeal to our people
to love one another. Let us not
wait until we have to appreciate
each other’s fellowship because
of common suffering. It is my
opinion that, if the Lord does
not come very soon, many of us
who let little petty things as
envy and jealousy, selfishness
and the love for the preeminence
absorb us, will learn to crucify
these on the altar of common

and that we do it now!
Some materials contained in

the Archives are no longer in
print.  It is for this reason that
your Director will be using what
resources are available to bring
back into our view certain books,
pamphlets, etc., that may serve
to renew our sense of identity,
remind us of our doctrinal
undergirding, and encourage us
along as we labor together to
fulfill the Great Commission.

As you may be aware, Bro.
Preston Cochran’s book MISSIS-
SIPPI BAPTISTS THEN AND
NOW has been republished and
is now available for purchase.
Our second project will be to
reprint BAPTIST FAITH AND
MARTYRS’ FIRES by W. J.
Burgess. This book is a compila-
tion of 6 books excluding the
appendices. They are as follows,
Book 1) The Church, Her Doc-
trines and Practices; Book 2)
Baptist and Their Influence
Upon Early American History;
Book 3) Origin of Other Groups

Who Held Baptist Principles;
Book 4) Associations of
Churches; Book 5) Persecutions
in All Centuries, and Book 6)
Persecutions in All Countries.
All total this book comprises over
600 pages. Rather than print
the entire volume as one work,
we will make this book avail-
able as 6 books (100 pgs. each
more or less) corresponding to
the divisions listed above. This
will allow access to the book
more available to those who may
be interested in certain divisions
of the book rather than the book
in its entirety.

Books will be available at
Association meetings your Di-
rector is able to attend. You may
also request information con-
cerning these books and their
progress toward completion, as
well as order them by contact-
ing me using the information
listed.

Jason Howard
601-394-8723

jasonowenshoward@gmail.com

interest. The world is our en-
emy, let us make no mistake
about it.”

The words, spoken by W. J.
Burgess, in the Introduction to
his book BAPTIST FAITH AND
MARTYRS’ FIRES copyrighted
1964, are doubly warranted in
our present hour. If there was a
need for Baptist (Bible) truths
to be restated then, certainly
there is now is this liberal age of
ecclesiological lunacy.

Most people are not able to
come to the BMA of Mississippi
History and Archives depart-
ment and refresh themselves
concerning our History and
Heritage. Lives are busy, sched-
ules are full, and our time is
valuable. This being acknowl-
edged, there remains a great
need for Baptist people to re-
fresh themselves from time to
time from the springs of our
Doctrinal and Historical Heri-
tage.  If Missionary Baptists are
to remain Missionary Baptists,
it is imperative that we do so,

Contact BMA Foundation Executive Director
Charles Attebery

for more information.
charles@bmaamerica.org or cell 501-472-2183

 A Gift That Keeps Giving
Gifts to the BMA Foundation are never spent.

They are invested and the earnings benefit
BMA departments annually until the Lord returns.

Some Ways to Give
Cash - Stocks and bonds

Life insurance policies - IRA Rollovers
Bequests


