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To the Churches and Pastors
of the Baptist Missionary As-
sociation of America-

It has come to my attention
that there may be some mis-
understanding or misinforma-
tion being circulated about
DiscipleGuide in respect to the
recent resignation of our Ex-
ecutive Director. Due to the
timing of Dr. Clayton’s an-
nouncement and subsequent
resignation around the Christ-
mas holidays our trustee board
was prevented from assem-
bling a quorum to discuss the
matter until the middle of
January. But as soon as we
could, we did meet and began
discussing the vacancy and

how best to fill it.
Our initial discussions were

greatly shaped by our press-
ing financial position and the
anticipated announcement
from Lifeword and Missions at
the Symposium concerning
their plan to forge a more inte-
grated and strategic relation-
ship. I asked Brother Steve
Crawley to address our board
and explain the nature of their
plan and possibly offer sugges-
tions on how our selection of
an executive director could fur-
ther facilitate greater coopera-
tion and partnership between
all our departments in equip-
ping our churches to fulfill the
Great Commission.

Knowing we would meet
again in a month (February
17) at our normal scheduled
trustee meeting, I encouraged
our board to take the time be-

tween the two meetings to give
serious consideration and
prayer to a few crucial factors
facing us. (1) Our continued
negative cash flow in the pub-
lishing and information ser-
vices operations. (2) Whether
there is room and a role for
DiscipleGuide to work more
closely with Lifeword and Mis-
sions in ministry with our
churches. (3) If so, then in what
time frame and what changes
would be necessary to affect
such a change? (4) If we move
more slowly rather than faster
in replacing our executive di-
rector, could we both improve

our financial position (if only
temporarily) and in the mean-
time gain a clearer picture of
who or what kind of man our
executive director needs to be
in light of the rapidly chang-
ing publishing environment
and the shift in focus within
our own association?

It is probably this last con-
sideration that was misunder-
stood thus generating some
confusion among a few pas-
tors. Let me state very clearly,
for the record, the
DiscipleGuide trustee board
affirms the need for an execu-
tive director to both oversee
our various operations and to
promote the level of coopera-
tion among them that the As-
sociation directed in the deci-
sion to merge. We also know

Kellar Award Winner Announced
BMA Seminary Friends Dinner & Dr. Charley Holmes Golf

Invitational on tap for national meeting in Jackson, Mississippi

Gaylan Henry

The 2012 Seminary Friends
Dinner will be held Tuesday,
April 17, 2012 during the sixty-
third BMA of America Annual
Meeting. At this year’s dinner
the 2012 Kellar Award will be
presented to Brother Gaylan
Henry. Brother Henry is the
long-time pastor of South Park
Baptist Church in Fort Worth,
Texas. After pastoring for a
year and a half at First Baptist
Church at Freestone, Texas,
Brother Henry accepted the
call to become the pastor of
South Park Baptist Church in
Ft. Worth, Texas in 1957, and
is in his 54th year as their
pastor. Brother Henry gradu-
ated from BMA Seminary with

an M.Div degree in
1972.

For over 54 years
Bro. Henry has been
married to the former
Linda Sue Webb. The
Henry’s have three
children:  David, Den-
nis and Karen, seven
grandchildren, and one
great grandchild, with three
more “greats” on the way.

This 9th annual award,
named in honor of the late Dr.
Gerald Kellar, the founding
president of BMA Seminary,
recognizes a BMA Seminary
alumnus for outstanding con-
tributions in ministry typify-
ing the legacy of Dr. Kellar.

The 2012 dinner will
be on the Theater Level
(3rd floor) of the Jack-
son Convention Com-
plex, rooms 1 and 2. It
can be accessed by esca-
lator, elevator, or stairs.
This will allow you to
keep your parking space
and be back at the meet-

ing on time. The cost will be
$25 per person.

Once again, there will be a
drawing at the Seminary
Friends Dinner for a free suit
from Suits4Servants. To reg-
ister for the drawing, stop by
the seminary table in the dis-
play area. You must be present
at the dinner to win. Mr. Jim

Tatum and Suits4 Servants
will have a display located ad-
jacent to the BMA Seminary
table. Available suit sizes are
38-62 Long; 36-46 Short.

Golf Tournament ScheduledGolf Tournament ScheduledGolf Tournament ScheduledGolf Tournament ScheduledGolf Tournament Scheduled
In addition to the Seminary

Friends Dinner, the Sixth An-
nual Dr. Charley Holmes Golf
Invitational will be held on
Monday, April 16 at Whisper
Lake Country Club, in Madi-
son, about 28 minutes from
the Jackson Convention Cen-
ter. Tee time is 8:30 a.m., with
a hamburger buffet provided
after play. The cost of entry is
complimentary thanks to spon-
sors of the event. There is a 36-
player limit, so register early!

 To make reservations for
the Seminary Dinner or the
Golf Invitational contact Carol
Shine at 903-586-2501 or
cshine@bmats.edu
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A Well
Deserved
Honor

by Editor Don Brownby Editor Don Brownby Editor Don Brownby Editor Don Brownby Editor Don Brown
I had the privilege to re-

cently attend the retirement
ceremony of Chaplain Col.
Forrest "Bo" Bankston. Col.
Bankston has retired after 42
years of military service to our
nation.

Bro. Bankston has repre-

sented the BMA of America
with grace and dignity as an
endorsed chaplain by our de-
nomination.

The ceremony was well at-
tended by family, church mem-
bers and friends, but this writer
was impressed by the number
of military personnel who
chose to be at this event. It was
evident that their respect for
Col Bankston and the service
he rendered as their chaplain
was heartfelt.

Col. Bankston is to be com-
mended for his service, the
manner in which he conducted
himself and the lasting impact
he has had on the great num-
ber of individuals to whom he

Bo & Debbie Bankston at recent
retirement ceremony
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From The
Mind of

Chuck Lee

February?
For a month that is so short,

February has got to be the most
drawn out month of the year.  I
once observed a slug
cross an icy sidewalk
faster than the days
of February oozed its
way into March.  I
felt bad for salting
the sidewalk, but
how was I to know a
slug would pick this
time of year to go
cross country?

Now, I realize Feb-
ruary has its place to
fill in the calendar,
but for an impatient
person, such as myself, this is
the period of time where deer
season ends and the waiting
begins for turkey season to com-
mence.  True, I generally am
fed up with deer hunting by the
time February comes around,
but I am not completely tired of
hanging out in the woods.  So

now I am left with no college
football, no deer hunting, and
no patience for a whole month.

My wife suggested
getting a job dur-
ing my “down
time”, but I dis-
missed this absurd
notion as coming
from someone who
has also been af-
fected by winter
blight, as I so af-
fectionately call
this time of year.

Being of an in-
dustrious nature, I
like to take this

occasion to start procrastinat-
ing on getting all my garden-
ing and yard equipment ready
for Spring.  I have found that
getting an early start on put-
ting off what needs to be done
keeps me in prime condition
for all my endeavors through-
out the year.  It’s kind of like a

preseason warm-up.  There is a
poster on my wall that says,
“Why put off tomorrow what
you can put off today?”  Sure,
it’s not memorable and sage-
like, but it works for me.  It also
gives me the opportunity to
visit my neighbor when I bor-
row his lawn and garden equip-
ment after turkey season.

Speaking of my neighbor, he
is a generous old fellow that is
always ready to loan out
his tools and equipment
anytime I need them.
All I have to do is
figure out the com-
bination on the
lock, evade the
two rabies in-
fected Rottweilers, swim the
moat and disengage his alarm
system.  If he is home, then it
gets difficult.  Being the neigh-
borly sort of person that I am,
rarely do I chastise him for not
having an ample supply of fuel
to run his equipment.  It is this
sort of tolerance that keeps
down the friction between us. I
like to do my part.

I thought about using this
“down” time to improve my
culinary skills.  Modesty pre-
vents me from listing all the
accolades I have received down
through the years for my abil-
ity to mix and match different
quantities of ingredients into
an edible delicacy.  My chil-
dren often clap their hands

and yell
“ Y a a a a a y !

Daddy’s cooking
again!”  I’m sure

this has nothing to
do with the anticipa-
tion of seeing the fire
trucks park in the
driveway.  It certainly
has nothing to do with

the fact that we generally eat
at a fast food restaurant after-
wards.  I mean, what kid wants
fast food when they can eat a
meal fixed by me?

Anyway, February always
gets me down.  Perhaps now is
the time to start looking for all
my turkey calls.  Maybe this
year I will be able to find them
before the season ends.

2012
South Mississippi

Senior Adult Conference

Big Creek Baptist Church
Soso, Mississippi

March 27, 2012
9:30 AM

News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Evergreen Church toEvergreen Church toEvergreen Church toEvergreen Church toEvergreen Church to
host Todd Allen Familyhost Todd Allen Familyhost Todd Allen Familyhost Todd Allen Familyhost Todd Allen Family

Evergreen Baptist Church
will host The Todd Allen Fam-
ily on Sunday, March 11th
at 5:30 p.m. They live and travel
on a bus 365 days a year. Pas-
tor, Chad Cummins and the
Church invites everyone to
come hear them. Evergreen
Baptist Church is located at 65
Evergreen Church Road, Semi-
nary, MS 39479.

Springhill Youth Revival SetSpringhill Youth Revival SetSpringhill Youth Revival SetSpringhill Youth Revival SetSpringhill Youth Revival Set
Springhill Baptist Church,

Laurel, will be hosting a youth
revival with guest speaker Dr.
Travis Plumlee.  Services will
begin Sunday, March 18, with
Sunday school at 9:45 and wor-
ship at 10:45 a.m. Dinner on
the grounds will follow with
another service at 1:45pm. Ser-
vices will continue Monday
March 19 - Wednesday March
21 at 7:00 p.m.  All are invited
to attend.  We are located at
558 Springhill Rd in Laurel.
For more info contact Bro. Rick
Clark at 601-335-1886.

Lucedale Church toLucedale Church toLucedale Church toLucedale Church toLucedale Church to
celebrate Anniversarycelebrate Anniversarycelebrate Anniversarycelebrate Anniversarycelebrate Anniversary

Pineview Missionary Baptist
Church, Hwy 613, Lucedale,
Mississippi, will hold its 55th
Anniversary/ Homecoming on
Sunday, March 18. Morning
worship is at 11 a.m. with lunch
& afternoon singing. A special
invitation goes to all past and
present members with requests
to bring another past or present
member with them. For more
info call 601-508-9909, 601-508-
7005, or 601-408-0537.

Relationship seminarRelationship seminarRelationship seminarRelationship seminarRelationship seminar
set for Baton Rouge churchset for Baton Rouge churchset for Baton Rouge churchset for Baton Rouge churchset for Baton Rouge church

Dr. Travis Plumlee will be
conducting a relationship semi-
nary at River Oaks Baptist in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, dur-
ing the first weekend of March.
Anyone wishing to attend
should contact Pastor Buck
Hughes, so we can be prepared
with ample food on Saturday.
The workshop is free and ev-
eryone is invited to attend. You

may call 225-454-8138 or email
buck_hughes@yahoo.com.

Harmony MeetingHarmony MeetingHarmony MeetingHarmony MeetingHarmony Meeting
The February meeting of the

Harmony Association was held
Friday February 10, at Unity
Baptist Church in Guntown.
The church provided a delicious
meal for those attending. The
evening message was brought
by Bro. Gary Smith. After the
message business was cared
for. The minutes and financial
reports were read and ap-
proved. Eight churches were
represented with 63 present
and 7 visitors.  The association

voted to support Moral Action
of Mississippi with 7% and
Freedom Hills Mission at 20%
of monthly receipts. Our next
will be at Westview in Oxford.
State Missions Director Larry
Geraldson gave a report on
missions and introduced the
missionaries who were present.
There appears to be great en-
thusiasm in the Missions De-
partment, and this was evident
by reports that were given by
Bro. Ray Boone, Bro. Elvis
Garcia, Bro. Bob Burch, and
Bro. Bobby Elliott.

Bro Tim Nall, Moderator
Tony Marolt, Reporter

Serving God withServing God withServing God withServing God withServing God with
All of Our HeartAll of Our HeartAll of Our HeartAll of Our HeartAll of Our Heart

by Bro. Grover Lairdby Bro. Grover Lairdby Bro. Grover Lairdby Bro. Grover Lairdby Bro. Grover Laird
"And in every work that he began in the service of the house of
God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his God,
he did it with all his heart and prospered." (II Chronicles 31:21)

Our text is speaking of a King in Judah by the name of
Hezekiah who had his priorities straight. The  Bible says that
whatever pertained to the service of the house of God and the
Bible, he gave it his best. He did it with all his heart. This is a good
example for us.

Half-hearted service is one of our greatest problems in the
work of the Lord. This may seem like a strong statement, but
halfhearted service can kill a church. I realize this is a strong
statement, but half-hearted service, or being lukewarm caused
God to speak of terminating the Church at Laodicea. They were
told that unless they repented, or made a complete turnaround,
they would cease to operate as a true church of the Lord. Here is
what the Lord said, "So then because thou art lukewarm, and
neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth...be zealous
therefore, and repent." (Revelation 3:16, 19b)

Hypocrisy, pretense, dishonesty, insincerity, and half-
heartedness have been enemies to the Lord's work in every age.
This is why so many Scriptures admonish us to do the things
pertaining to the Lord with all of our heart. In this little message
I will call attention to a few of the things that we should never do
halfheartedly.

I.  Sinners Must Believe In Jesus with All of Their HeartI.  Sinners Must Believe In Jesus with All of Their HeartI.  Sinners Must Believe In Jesus with All of Their HeartI.  Sinners Must Believe In Jesus with All of Their HeartI.  Sinners Must Believe In Jesus with All of Their Heart
God loved this sinful, helpless world so much that He provided

us salvation from our sins. Though it came at a tremendous cost
to Him and His Son, (John 3:16) it comes to us as a gift. (Romans
6:23) We receive it by turning to God from the old sinner life and
coming to Christ by faith. (Acts 16:31)

Though our part in getting saved is so small, we are required
to receive the gift of forgiveness and eternal life with true
repentance and whole-hearted faith.  The Bible speaks of sinners
repenting in "sackcloth and ashes," (Matthew 11:21) and believ-

continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3
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Pastor, what if the Seminary came to you?
 Many BMA of America pastors cannot attend the BMA Seminary campus for 

instruction and most lay leaders have commitments that prohibit further higher 

Christian education training.

What can BMA Seminary online do for you?

truths in the context of Christian ministry.

hours), you can participate in the BMA Seminary graduation ceremony.

Churches, encourage your pastor to enroll in this program; and underwrite his 

Contact the BMA Seminary today for more details!

Are you a pastor and wish 

you could attend Seminary?

ing in Jesus with all the heart.
(Acts 8:37) While all may not
express themselves alike, men
are only saved when they be-
lieve in Jesus from the heart--
"For with the heart man
believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation." (Ro-
mans 10:9, 10)

II. We Must Worship With AllII. We Must Worship With AllII. We Must Worship With AllII. We Must Worship With AllII. We Must Worship With All
of Our Heartof Our Heartof Our Heartof Our Heartof Our Heart

One of our greatest duties as
a child of God is to worship and
praise the Lord. This is ex-
pressed so forcibly in Psalm
107.  Four times in this Psalm
we see people in distress and
crying out to the Lord in the
midst of their trouble.  Each
time the Lord would hear their
prayer and save them “out of
their distresses." Then each
time the Psalmist would say,
"Oh that men would praise the
Lord for his goodness, and for
his wonderful works to the chil-
dren of men!"  (Psalm 107:8, 15,
21, 31) He seems to be saying
that praising the Lord is one of
our greatest duties, but also

Regret means to be disap-
pointed about something.  To
feel sorry or grief over some-
thing.  It also means a sense of
loss and longing for a desire
unfulfilled or an action per-
formed or not performed.  The
longer we live, the more re-
grets we can have.  Regrets
start young.  A young child
may regret what they said to
their mom or dad.  A young
teen may regret an action they
took the previous night with
their boyfriend or girlfriend.  A
young adult may regret they
didn't study a different major
in college, or even perhaps for
some people, the fact that they
didn't go to college or take a
different job.

If no limits are put on this
type of thinking, regrets really
take off after age 30, and con-
tinue throughout the life of a
person.  Some people regret
that they married too soon.
Others regret that they may
have in fact, married the wrong
person.  They start fantasizing
what their life could have been
like if they had only waited and
perhaps married someone else.
This other potential marriage
partner may be someone from
their past or it just may be a
figment of their imagination.

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

I So Regret This
Either way, this mental preoc-
cupation with how much bet-
ter life could have been with a
different marriage only feeds
the isolation and perennial
state of sadness they feel over
their present situation.  It does
absolutely noth-
ing to repair and
restore their
marriage. It only
continues to
suck the life out
of it.

The single big-
gest regret I hear
in churches is
from older people over the way
they parented their children.
After I do a parenting confer-
ence, older people always come
up and say, "I wished I could
have heard this information 20
years ago.  These young people
sure are blessed to hear it now.
I messed up." Parents take a
mental baseball bat and clob-
ber themselves into depression.
They wished they had not been
so strict, or so critical, or so
demanding.  Others wish they
had not been so permissive and
uncaring.

Many older parents wished
they would have been better at
teaching their children the
Word of God and how to pray.

They regret they could have
done devotions and spent more
time together as a family doing
the things of Godliness in the
home.  Sometimes, when I see
all of these young parents run-
ning from one sporting event to
another, I think I should make
a CD
recording of all of these older
parents talking of their regrets

and just play
that back for
the young par-
ents at a
parenting con-
ference.  It
might help
them get their
p r i o r i t i e s
straight. Re-
gretting what

you did as a parent is one of the
single largest, on-going regrets
that people have.  And it can
eat you up.  It can consume a
lot of mental energy.  Parents
should think about ways to
change the present day for the
better, rather than just look-
ing back on the past and being
immobilized with regrets.

These examples then lead to
the whole point of this article.
You must stop your regrets.
Regrets for the most part are
drains on your emotional, men-
tal, physical and spiritual well-
being.  The only time a regret
might be useful, is when it
serves for you to learn from it.

Then you must leave it and
grow on. But that is not really
a regret.  That is simply being
wise and learning from past
mistakes so that you can move
on to a brighter future.  That is
something we should all do.
Regrets are loathing yourself
and beating yourself up.  And
in so doing, you will not change
one thing.  It is done! It is over.
It is finished!

You need to spend this time
and mental energy on learning
to do something right now in
the present. What can you do
with those around you to make
a better life?  This is not to
compensate for your past mis-
takes, this is simply to learn
from those mistakes and help
others have a better life for the
glory of the Lord.  Serving oth-
ers is a great way to overcome
regrets.  You can sit at home
feeling sorry for yourself on all
the ways you made mistakes in
parenting, or you can get up off
of your blessed assurance and
go change the future for some-
one by making it brighter.  You
might be able to be a great
parent today to a child that is
now an adult.  You might be a
wonderful grandparent, teach-
ing your grandchildren the
ways of the Lord.  You might
not have these opportunities.
But you probably have an op-
portunity to reach out to some
lonely hurting kid in your

church that just needs a help-
ing hand, a hug or someone
who cares. There are tons of
kids who come to church as
throw away kids.  God always
gives us opportunities to live
today and crush our ugly yes-
terdays.

Satan has a trap for your
soul. It is one of his favorites.  It
is a Christian sitting around in
pity over their past.  Regrets
are a tool of the devil.  You can
control your thinking. When
these negative thoughts start,
change your thinking.  II
Corinthians 10:5.  Take them
captive to the Lord. Think on
good things in your life right
now.  Philippians 4:8.  Read the
Bible and count your blessings.
You can stop regrets.  Claim
Philippians 3: 13,14.

"Brethren, I count not my-
self to have apprehended: but
this one thing I do, FORGET-
TING those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before,
I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus."

Jesus can help us all to make
a brand new ending to our life
story.   Jesus makes it possible
to love and live again. Get up in
Jesus power and grow on! Look
up, not back.

Serving GodServing GodServing GodServing GodServing God
from page 2from page 2from page 2from page 2from page 2
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Don Brown
Editor

full well that a greater level of
cooperation and integration
with other departments such
as Missions and Lifeword might
not be realized without the di-
rection of a capable leader. To
this end an Executive Director
Search Committee was formed
and a short list of candidates
was determined for interview
and consideration. But given
the financial strain under
which we are currently operat-
ing, we couldn’t help but con-
sider an option where your
trustees offer to shoulder the
load and responsibilities of an
executive director’s daily du-
ties in order to strengthen our
financial position and get a
better understanding of where
our department needs to go.
Personally, I admire the men
on our board for their willing-
ness to serve the churches of
our association above and be-
yond what is normally expected
and in addition to their
workload at their local church
ministries so we could show
ourselves better stewards of
DiscipleGuide’s declining re-
sources.

Regrettably I do not antici-
pate there will be a nominee
from the trustees to present to
our Association at our annual
meeting in Jackson, MS, given
the time it takes to arrange for
face-to-face interviews of po-
tential candidates. But please
know that we are doing our
best to fulfill our directives from
the Statement of Principles and
Cooperation to “fill any vacancy
between sessions that may oc-
cur in the Executive Director’s
office.”

DiscipleGuide
Information
continued from page 1continued from page 1continued from page 1continued from page 1continued from page 1

Jerry RiceJerry RiceJerry RiceJerry RiceJerry Rice
Bro. Jerry Rice is available

for pulpit supply, interim work
or as the Lord leads. He is cur-
rently living in Lucedale, Mis-
sissippi and has been in the
ministry for 44 years. He may
be reached at 601-508-0703.

Gifts and Support Appreciated
Below is a list of those Special Emphasis offerings that we have

received through the end of February. God has
again blessed and provided funds to help keep
this ministry on sound financial footing. We are
deeply appreciative to all who gave to this minis-
try in January. If you find an error, please let us
know.

May God bless you all for your support and
thoughtfulness.

Senior Adult Conferences
Bro. Vern Holifield would say, "You ought to be

there and you ought to pay your senior adult's fee
for them to attend the South Mississippi Senior
Adult Conference on March 27 and to attend the North Mississippi
Senior Adult Conference on May 1.

He is not here to say that, but that is exactly what our churches
need to do. The Conferences are a great time of fellowship, worship
and praise for our Senior Adults. They have done so much (and are
still doing) for our churches. Pastor, urge your Seniors to attend
(bring them with you) and urge your church to pay the $15.00 fee.

National Meeting Near
The National Association will be held at the Jackson Convention

Complex next month in Jackson, Mississippi. What a great opportu-
nity for the average church member to attend. The schedule for the
meeting in on Page 8 of this issue. You will see there are so many
good events that you would enjoy. Make every effort to be there!

2012 Special Emphasis List

Anonymous $40.00
Anonymous  $50.00
Antioch Baptist Church, Taylorsville $150.00
Berean Baptist Church, Soso $103.00
Bible Baptist Church, Ovett $200.00
First Baptist Church Of Calhoun, Laurel $500.00
First Baptist Church Of Shady Grove, Laurel $25.00
Hillcrest Baptist Church, Yazoo City  $242.15
Hopewell Baptist Church, Laurel  $100.00
Hopewell Baptist Church, Fulton $50.00
Lebanon Baptist Church, Ellisville $35.00
Linda Collins, Carthage, Texas $50.00
Little Creek Baptist  Church, Perkinston $124.92
Mineral Springs Baptist Church, Taylorsville $50.00
Mt Gilead Baptist Church, Columbia  $268.00
New Bethany Baptist Church, Seminary $44.00
Oak Grove Baptist Church, Lucedale  $41.53
Paramount Baptist Church, Wiggins  $300.00
Parkview Baptist Church, Laurel  $120.00
Pilgim Rest Baptist Church, Richton $50.00
Riverside Baptist Church, Ellisville $75.00
Shiloh Baptist Church, Kosciusko $332.26
Springhill Baptist Church, Laurel $42.24
Union Baptist Church, Bay Springs  $823.90
Washington Baptist Church, Neely $147.00
Westover Baptist Church, Hattiesburg $50.00
Zion Baptist Church, Anguilla $533.60
Total $4,547.60

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Letters From
Our Readers

Letters reflect the opinion of the
writer and not necessarily this

publication or the BMA of Mississippi

Church seeks
song books
Dear Editor,

Cypress Creek Missionary
Baptist Church is seeking a
few copies (even used) of “Songs
of Faith and Hope” (our copies
are black with limp binding).
It was published in 1966 by
Temple Music Co., Inc. in Nash-
ville or Dallas.  The songs were
compiled by James Blackwood.

If anyone can help with this
please contact me at the ad-
dress listed below.

Jolene O'Neal, church clerk
1487 Benndale Rd.
McLain MS 39456.

one of our most neglected du-
ties.

Then in Psalm 103, we see
that when we do praise the
Lord it is to be done with all the
heart. In this Psalm the Psalm-
ist is praising the Lord for sal-
vation, for health, for preser-
vation of life, for God's tender
care, for the good things of life,
for help in trouble, and more.
And he started it all off with
whole-hearted praise. Notice:
"Bless the Lord, O my soul: and
all that is within me, bless his
holy name." (Psalm 103:1)

Whether in the Lord's house,
or in our prayer closet, all wor-
ship is to be done with all of our
heart.

III. We Must Trust the LordIII. We Must Trust the LordIII. We Must Trust the LordIII. We Must Trust the LordIII. We Must Trust the Lord
with All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heart

Consider first that God did
not make man able to function
in his own strength. We cannot
even get another breath with-
out Him. Notice the words of
the Prophet Daniel: "....and the
God in whose hand thy breath
is, and whose are all thy ways,
hast thou not glorified:" (Daniel
5:23b) It is in Him that we live,
and move and have our be-
ing..." (Acts17:28) Really, "...ev-
ery man at his best state is
altogether vanity. Selah."
(Psalm 39:5) Whether we ask
for it or not, we must have help
from above if we make it in this
world.

As Christians, we are un-
able to serve the Lord in our
own strength. Our sufficiency
is of God. Paul said, "Not that
we are sufficient of ourselves
to think any thing as of our-
selves; but our sufficiency is of
God." (1I Corinthians 3:5) We
can only be strong "in the Lord,"
(Ephesians 6:10) and only do
great things "through Christ."
(Philippians 4:12)

However, we need not be dis-
tressed over our insufficiency.
There is not a question that

God cannot answer. There is
not a burden that He cannot
lift. There is not a problem that
He cannot solve. There is not a
fear that He cannot quench.
There is no weak Christian that
He cannot make strong. Our
God "...is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we
ask or think, according to the
power that worketh in us,"
(Ephesians 3:20) He is able to
meet any need in our life.

But it is our weaknesses and
God's sufficiency that causes
the Bible to keep telling us to
trust in the Lord. Notice some
of these verses: "....Blessed are
all they that put their trust in
him." (Psalm 2:12) "Offer the
sacrifices of righteousness, and
put your trust in the Lord."
(Psalm 3:5) "But let all those
that put their trust in thee re-
joice...." (Psalm 5:11) "O Lord
my God, in thee do I put my
trust: save me from all them
that persecute me, and deliver
me:" (Psalm 7:1)    Verses like
these show up all through the
Book of Psalms, as well as many

Serving GodServing GodServing GodServing GodServing God
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Above: A shadowbox of awards and medals earned by Col. Bankston
was given him along with a number of other items. Those presenting
were honoring Bro. Bankston for his service and thanking him for a
job well done.

Below: A large crowd of family, church members, coworkers and
friends attended the ceremony.

Formal Retirement Ceremony of
Chaplain (Col.) Forrest "Bo" Bankston

Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

ministered. We pray for God's
blessing on him and his wife
Debbie as they continue to serve
the Lord.

The Bankstons will retire to
the Meridian, Mississippi area.

More Information concerningMore Information concerningMore Information concerningMore Information concerningMore Information concerning
Bro. Bankston's service.Bro. Bankston's service.Bro. Bankston's service.Bro. Bankston's service.Bro. Bankston's service.
Biography/Summary of Service

Chaplain (COL) Forrest “Bo”
Bankston, Jr. was selected to
serve as the Mississippi Joint
Forces Chaplain by MG Will-
iam L. Freeman in April of
2009.  As the MS Joint Forces
Chaplain, Chaplain Bankston
has been the senior Chaplain
of the MS ARNG and Senior
Staff Chaplain to the Adjutant
General of the MS ARNG.
Chaplain Bankston’s primary
responsibility has been to ad-
vise the Adjutant General for
all matters in which religion
impacts command programs,
personnel, policies and proce-
dures and personally manage
the twenty assigned chaplains
in the MSARNG.

Chaplain Bankston is a 1969
graduate of Magee High School.
He continued his education at
Jones County Junior College,
graduating in 1985 with an
Associate of Arts Degree.  He
followed by attending William
Carey University in
Hattiesburg, graduating in
1997 with a Bachelor’s Degree
in English. Furthering his edu-
cation, CH Bankston attended
New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary and later gradu-
ated from the Baptist Mission-
ary Theological Seminary in

Jacksonville, TX, where he
earned a Masters of Divinity
Degree in May of 1990. He has
pastored churches in Texas and
Mississippi for over 25 years,
before coming to Camp Shelby
Joint Forces Training Center
on Title 10 orders 1 September
2005.

CH Bankston’s actual mili-
tary career began on 11 De-
cember 1969 as a Private in the
623rd Ordinance Company,
Collins, MS.  He attended Ba-
sic Training at Fort Campbell,
KY and Advanced Individual
Training at Redstone Arsenal,
AL. After two years in the
MSARNG, CH Bankston en-
listed in the Regular Army Sep-
tember 1972 as a Private serv-
ing in Germany for two years.
After re-enlisting into the Air
Defense field, he again at-
tended AIT at Redstone Arse-
nal as a Short Range Air De-
fense Repairman 27F. Chap-
lain Bankston was assigned to
the 100th Ordinance Attach-
ment, 9th Infantry Division,
Fort Lewis, WA. He later served
as an Enlisted Training In-
structor in the 27F MOS Short
Range Air Defense Technician
School, Redstone Arsenal, AL.
In September 1979 CH
Bankston was appointed WO1
as a Short Range Air Defense
Technician and was assigned
to A Battery 3rd of the 4th Air
Defense Artillery Battalion,
Fort Bragg, NC. Chaplain
Bankston served as Platoon
Leader for the Air Defense Pla-
toon, E Company, 782nd Main-
tenance Battalion, DISCOM,

82 Airborne Division. CH
Bankston separated from Ac-
tive Duty as a Chief Warrant
Officer 2, August 1993 and was
assigned to the IRR. CH
Bankston re-enlisted as a SGT
in the MSARNG June 1996 in
the 114th ASG, Hattiesburg,
MS. CH Bankston was later
Commissioned as a Chaplain
1LT, April 1991 in the
MSARNG and assigned to the
298th Maintenance Battalion,
Philadelphia, MS. Chaplain
Bankston served at the Bri-
gade Chaplain, 631st Field Ar-
tillery Brigade, Grenada, MS.
The 66th Troop Command
Chaplain, Jackson, MS. Vol-
unteered to deploy to Iraq with
the 298th Corps Support Bat-
talion, for OIF II 2004-2005
and served as the MS Joint
Forces Chaplain from July 2009
– February 2012. His military
schools include Air Defense
Basic NCOES, Short Range Air
Defense Repairman, Air De-
fense Warrant Officer School,
Basic Airborne School, Chap-
lains Officer Basic Course,
Chaplains Officer Career
Course, Chaplains LTC Course,
and Command and General
Staff College.

Chaplain Bankston is retir-
ing with over 42 years total
service in the Military and with
23 years 7 months Active Duty.
Chaplain Bankston is the son
of the late Forrest Bankston of
Mount Olive, MS. He is mar-
ried to the former Deborah Jo
Magee of Mount Olive, MS.
They have two sons, MSG Jo-
seph H. Bankston and John W.
Bankston, two grandchildren,
Lily 4, and Zachary 2. Chap-
lain Bankston will retire to
Meridian, Mississippi.

Bankston Retirement
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1

other places in the Bible.
But if we get the help from

trusting the Lord that we need,
we must remember our sub-
ject. We must trust in the Lord
with all of our heart. Proverbs
3:5 makes this very clear when

it said, "Trust in the Lord with
all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understand-
ing."

IV. We Must Love the LordIV. We Must Love the LordIV. We Must Love the LordIV. We Must Love the LordIV. We Must Love the Lord
with All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heart

God's greatest command-
ment to us is to love Him. And
this is to be done with all of our
heart. Notice: "And thou shalt

love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with
all thy strength: this is the first
commandment." (Mark 12:30)

Divided affection, or half-
hearted love, will not work in
the service of God. Notice these
words of Jesus: "No man can
serve two masters: for either
he will hate the one, and love

the other; or else he will hold to
the one, and despise the other.
Ye cannot serve God and mam-
mon." (Matthew 6:24) Though
many give their love and devo-
tion to a corrupt world, and try
to be true to a Holy God at the
same time, the Bible continues
to say that it cannot be done.
At the point
one is overcome with a love for
this sinful world, their love for
God waxes cold-- "And because
iniquity shall abound, the love
of many shall wax cold." (Mat-
thew 24:12)  I John 2:15 says
that a love for the world and a
love for God cannot reside in
the same heart. Notice: "Love
not the world, neither the
things that are inthe world. If

any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in
him."

Surely worldliness is drag-
ging down, and even killing,
Churches today. This is surely
why the Bible speaks of "love
unfeigned," (1I Corinthians 6:6)
and pronounces a blessing on
those who "love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity." (Ephesians
6:24) Our love for the Lord
should therefore be with all of
our heart.

V. We Must Work For the LordV. We Must Work For the LordV. We Must Work For the LordV. We Must Work For the LordV. We Must Work For the Lord
with All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heartwith All of Our Heart

Look again at our text and
notice King Hezekiah's whole-

Serving GodServing GodServing GodServing GodServing God
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GMA Promoter
Beth Caldwell

166 Twin Creek Rd,
Lucedale, MS 39452

601-947-6011

GMA Girls
Sunbeam Promoter

Linda Dertinger
132 HowardHill Road,

Soso, MS 39480
601-729-2908

State GMA Camp 2012State GMA Camp 2012State GMA Camp 2012State GMA Camp 2012State GMA Camp 2012
Hello girls,

I'm so excited about State
GMA Camp this year! It will be
here before we know it - in fact
the dates are March 16-17,

2012. Our theme is “Stop,
Danger Ahead” taken

from Joel 1:15.
Bro. Cedric
Lumpkin will be our
camp pastor this
year. We have lots
planned for you girls
and I'm so ready to

share the fun with
you. In the last paper I

had a design of the T-shirts.
They will be safety orange, and
if you have not already ordered
one it not too late. The T-shirts
are $12. Send your money to
164 Pine Tree Drive Lucedale,
Mississippi.(It's okay if you
don't have an order form just
be sure to send your name and
size in with the money.)

Remember to bring your
scrapbook and design a poster
that goes along with the theme.
Also girls if you want to make
things to sell at camp please
do. It has truly been a blessing
to grow in Christ through
GMA's. I hope each one of you
girls continue to experience the
blessings of GMA's. It is very
important that you girls pray
for camp and I hope that you
do. Thank you and I can't wait
to meet everyone of you at
camp.

Love,
Olivia Erkhart
First Vice President

National Sunbeam Report

Little Ones
Can Learn

I have several Sunbeams
under four years old, and I thrill
as I watch them learn.  We
have been working on John 3:16
and last night at church one
mother came up to me and said,
“Joseph (a three year old Sun-
beam) wants to say something
to you.” He quoted John 3:16
perfectly.  His mother said he
had been going around in
stores, or where ever he was,
saying it. One two year old can
almost say it by herself, and a
couple of four year olds are
very close.  What a joy to teach
these precious little ones.

We have our Sunbeam class
on Sunday night during regu-
lar church time. We always do
some type of craft to get the
children excited. I order a lot of
things from Oriental Trading,
and buying crafts after the holi-
days is a lot cheaper and they
can be used the next year.  I
have clear boxes that I put lace,
ribbons, the crafts or anything
we might be able to use for
crafts in the classroom.  I get
ideas from the internet, books,
and other people to use for my
Sunbeams.

Because all my Sunbeams at
this time are so young I keep
the lessons short, and repeat
the points I want to get across
in different ways through out
the hour we have Sunbeams.
Songs of course are always
popular with children of all
ages.  When they are very young
they will learn the motions and
by the time they are two they
will be singing the words (some-
times). I never stop being
amazed and thrilled when they
first start making the motions
to songs. Sometimes it is hard
to keep back the tears when
they make the motions the first
time.  I have been working with
Sunbeams since 1965 and I still
get goose bumps watching little
ones learn.

Please, if you work with Sun-
beams or have been thinking
about working with them, come
to the Workshops on Wednes-
day and Thursday mornings at
the National GMA Retreat,
June 13th and 14th at Daniel
Springs Camp, Gary, Texas.  If
you can not come and you would
like to have some of the infor-
mation we present please con-
tact me at msclaudie@juno.com
or write me at 2685 FM 2710,
Lindale, TX  75771.

God bless all of you,
Claudie Marie Thompson

GMA Retreat, March 16 and
17, 2012, Camp Garaywa,
Clinton, MS

by Beth Caldwellby Beth Caldwellby Beth Caldwellby Beth Caldwellby Beth Caldwell
GMA PromoterGMA PromoterGMA PromoterGMA PromoterGMA Promoter

Hello Counselors and GMAs,
Retreat time is less than four

weeks away, so I want to re-
mind all of you to be sure and
get your registration mailed in.
Also, it is not too late to order
T-shirts.  We will have a few
extra T-shirts at camp, but we
may not have your size.  The T-
shirt design was in the last
paper and I hope that you saw
it.

The theme for retreat is
“Danger Ahead,” Joel 1:15.
Remember girls, make a poster
about the theme and bring your
scrapbooks.  The officers
have been busy plan-
ning the retreat
and will have
warning signs all
around camp.

Bro. Cedric
Lumpkin, a long
time supporter of
GMAs, will be
our retreat pastor.
Margaret Bean will
present the mission lesson on
Friday afternoon.

Counselors, please bring
questions with you for our coun-
selors’ time on Saturday morn-
ing.  Mark Jones, Mississippi
Galilean Director, will be with
us and we will discuss ways to
increase our auxiliary pro-
grams/ministries.

If you do not have an orga-
nized GMA please join us at
Retreat and learn what it is all
about.  Our young people are
precious to our churches and
they must learn about our work
and missions.  There is not a
better place for them to learn,
than in our BMA Auxiliaries.
You may contact me at 601-
947-6011 or 601-766-5702 or e-
mail me at roybethc4@att.net.

See you on March 16,

GMA Retreat NewsGMA Retreat NewsGMA Retreat NewsGMA Retreat NewsGMA Retreat News
GMA Camp is March 16 and

17 at Camp Garaywa in
Clinton. The theme is “Danger
Ahead”, with the theme verse

2012 State GMA Camp News
Joel 1:15. The project is One-
third to the General Fund, One-
third to Nikki Prickett, and
One-third to Alicia Ramshur.
We are so excited! We want as
many girls as possible to at-
tend. We hope to see you there!
Please contact Mrs. Beth
Caldwell for registration infor-
mation.

With Love,
Lakelan Flynt,
National and State Jr. Miss

GMA

Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

Praise The Lord
Anyhow!

Note:Note:Note:Note:Note: I found this the other day in a pile of "stuff" I was going
through and I noticed it is from one of Harold Holifield's pro-
grams.

Poor Uncle Ned went to sit down,
He grunted and grunted and, my, what a frown!

"What's the matter?" asked Auntie.  "Are you ailin'?"
"Oh,"  groaned Uncle Ned, "this old body's failin'."

"Hurts my hands to open a door;
Got no teeth, and my gums are sore.
My legs cramp, and my eyes are red;

Can't half hear, and no hair on my head.

"Can't see very well without my specs;
When I turn my head, it hurts my neck.

On my arm is a great big bruise;
Can hardly bend over to put on my shoes!

"Arthritis in my back, sinus in my nose,
Knots on my fingers and corns on my toes.

I'm skin and bones, with my cheeks sunk in;
When I close my mouth, my nose hits my chin.

"My legs ache, and my feet go to sleep-.
When I move around, my joints creak.

I take cold in the slightest breeze;
Those lumps are not doorknobs; they're my knees.

"Had about all the diseases you can name,
Everything connected with an ache or pain.

I drag my feet across the floor;
Besides all else, people say I snore.

"If there's anything more I'm supposed to take,
It had better hit me quick - or 'twill be too late!

But I'm not givin' up - No-o-o-o-o, Ma'am!
I just thank the good Lord I'm as well as I am!"

WOMEN’S  MISSIONARWOMEN’S  MISSIONARWOMEN’S  MISSIONARWOMEN’S  MISSIONARWOMEN’S  MISSIONARY  Y  Y  Y  Y  AUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARYYYYY

BMA OF AMERICA

2012012012012011 - 2012 PROJECT1 - 2012 PROJECT1 - 2012 PROJECT1 - 2012 PROJECT1 - 2012 PROJECT
40% INTERACTIVE SELF-HELP ENGLISH LANGUAGE

PROGRAM   (ISHELP)

40% HAITI RELIEF FUND
15% YOUTH FUND

5% GENERAL FUND

SEND OFFERINGS FOR “PROJECT” TO

NATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMA
% PAT DUNCAN

PO BOX 30
HARDY, AR 72120
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Mississippi W.M.A.
Blinda Lee, President

77 Morrow Rd., Purvis,MS 39475
601-596-3417

blinda.lee@lamarcountyschools.org

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443
601-729-5638

LifePrep Resource Kit CD 
New and Improved

Teaching Boosters will make 
preparation for teaching 
easier than ever before for 
the youth teacher! Teaching 
Boosters are things you would 
normally have to make extra 
copies of, or signs and activi-
ties you would have to make 
yourself. Now you can simply 
print them using the Life Prep 
Resource Kit CD. Coming the 
spring of 2012!

Rebecca Watts, youth editor

Missions Report From
Bro. John Regueiras, Portugal

by Shirlene Smith,by Shirlene Smith,by Shirlene Smith,by Shirlene Smith,by Shirlene Smith,
National WMA EditorNational WMA EditorNational WMA EditorNational WMA EditorNational WMA Editor

Bro. John Regueiras was
born into a Christian home.
Through the teachings and ex-
ample of his parents, the Lord
began to manifest Himself in
the life of their son.  After a
period of searching during his
youth, Bro. John was saved
when he was sixteen years
old; he was baptized on
October 1, 1960, at First
Baptist Church in Lisbon,
Portugal.

Bro. John gave the fol-
lowing testimony of his in-
volvement and association
with the BMAA work, “I have
been involved in the BMAA
missionary work in Portugal
since the days when Bro.
Harold Morris and Bro. Jack
Courtney came as American
BMA Missionaries to Portugal
in the last century.  In fact, I
was in the car with Bro.
Courtney and his family when
he had the car accident that led
to his return to the United
States.  At the moment of the
car accident, James Dean—
then a tiny little baby—was
sleeping on my lap in the back
seat of the car, and Bro.
Courtney has expressed many
times his conviction that this
detail may have been funda-
mental to saving the life of the
baby.  That Sunday afternoon
we were traveling to Setubal
Baptist Church, where, many
years later, I served in the pas-
toral ministry.”

During his youth, Bro. John
directed the Youth Department
of the BMA of Portugal for sev-
eral years.  He promoted Youth
Weeks, camps, and rallies with
the theme, “The Christian
Youth Complete” (O Jovem
Crente Total), which involved
three specific spiritual stages:
How to Know Christ; How to
Grow in Christ; and How to
Communicate Christ to Other
Kids.  Those were very, very
blessed years in his life.

Bro. John was consecrated
for the pastoral ministry (or-
dained) on January 10, 1981,
at Morelena Baptist Church.
He has pastored Morelena Bap-

tist Church and Setubal Bap-
tist Church.  He was serving in
Setubal when Bro. John David
and Kim Smith were in Portu-
gal learning the Portuguese
language in preparation for
their involvement in the mis-
sionary field of Cape Verde.

Serving as President of the

BMA of Portugal—Portuguese
Association of Baptist
Churches—for fourteen years
gave Bro. John the opportu-
nity of interacting among all
the churches in Portugal.  In
that leadership position, he
could provide different kinds
of help to the BMA churches
there.

Pastoring Morelena Baptist
Church at the present is only a
part of his many responsibili-
ties.  He is also responsible for
the publication of BMAA Sun-
day School materials in the Por-
tuguese.  These materials are
used in Portugal, Angola, Cape
Verde, and Guinea.  One copy
is sent to Brazil for them to
adapt and publish for the
churches there.

Their “curriculum” for these
studies is the same as those
used in the BMAA churches in
America.  Bro. John receives
the original in English from
DiscipleGuide in Texarkana,
Arkansas - he then translates
and adapts the lessons to the
Portuguese speaking churches.
In order to plan and publish
these materials on time, their
studies are of necessity one year
behind what is being studied in
the United States.

Portugal is the westernmost
country of Europe, with a popu-
lation of 11,858,764.  The BMA
of Portugal is actually inte-
grated by twelve (12) small
churches located from the
North of Portugal to Lisbon,
the capital area, and one mis-
sion located in Maceira, Sintra,

under the responsibility of
Morelena Baptist Church.

Portugal is a very old coun-
try (founded in 1143 A.D.) and
the Roman Catholic Church
has been considered for centu-
ries the “official religion of the
state.”  This has resulted in
persecution of Baptist mission-
aries in the past.  Today there
is freedom to preach the gospel
and do missionary work in Por-
tugal.

Bro. John wrote these chal-
lenging words, “In spite of many
different types of ‘crisis’ and
oppositions, as you can imag-
ine we believe that this is a
time to continue pulling and
pressing forward, standing on
the wonderful promises of our
Great God and earnestly con-
tend for the faith which was
once delivered unto the saints.”

He continued, “Knowing
that our BMA Churches
in America are praying for
us, not only encourages
and warms our hearts, but
gives us also the assur-
ance that our Great God
will continue guiding and
blessing our churches in

the difficult but wonderful task
of reaching the Portuguese
people for Christ.”

Bro. John and the other pas-
tors in Portugal, you are the
one who encourages us in
America because of your stead-
fast loyalty and faithfulness to
God and His work!  God bless
all of you in Portugal!

 

hearted service to the Lord.
While we cannot be sure how
faithfully he cared for the ma-
terial things around him, we
do know that whatever per-
tained to serving the Lord,
"he did it with all his heart."

Paul also had a whole-
hearted dedication to the
Lord's work. In Romans 1:15
we find him saying, "So, as
much as in me is, I am ready
to preach the gospel to you
that are at Rome also." (Ro-
mans 1:15)  David also took
care of the Lord's work with
all of his heart. Notice: "Now I
have prepared with all my
might for the house of my God
the gold for things to be made
of gold...." (1 Chronicles 29:1)
If a church had this kind of
dedication to the Lord's work
throughout her membership,
they would surely enjoy the
mighty power of God upon
their ministry.

We do have a work to be
done for the Lord.  Jesus has
commissioned His Churches
to go into all of the world with
the gospel message, and to
preach it to "every creature."
(Mark 16:15) All that we win
and baptize are to be taught to
observe whatsoever Jesus has
commanded His people to do.
(Matthew 28:19, 20) The Holy

Spirit can enable us to carry on
this commission. (Acts 1:8) And
we need to carry on the work of
the Lord with all of our heart.

The fact that this work of the
Lord can determine the des-
tiny of the lost, the happiness
and peace of the saved, and the
glory of our God should cause
all of us who serve the Lord to
do His work as Hezekiah did--
with all of our heart.

VI. We Need To Pray With AllVI. We Need To Pray With AllVI. We Need To Pray With AllVI. We Need To Pray With AllVI. We Need To Pray With All
of Our Heartof Our Heartof Our Heartof Our Heartof Our Heart

There are a number of things
that can help in making our
prayers effective.  A righteous
life will help one's prayers to
avail more. (James 5:16; Prov-
erbs 15:29) A heart free of mal-
ice and ill-will can help in get-
ting our prayers through.
(Psalm 66:18; Mark 11:25) A
good relationship between hus-
bands and wives will help in
getting an answer to prayers.
(1 Peter 3:7) Faith is such a
vital part in getting through to
God. (Mark 11:24; James 1:5-
7) But one of the most impor-
tant things in making our
prayers acceptable to God
isearnestness, or whole-
heartedness.

Many Scriptures promise an
answer to those who cry unto
God in Prayer. (Psalm 34:6, 15,
17; 38:3; Luke 18:7, 8)  When no
real need is felt and an half-
hearted prayer is prayed, we

Serving GodServing GodServing GodServing GodServing God
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Dr. Charley Holmes Invitational Golf Tournament

The Sixth Annual Dr. Charley Holmes
Golf Invitational will be held on Mon-
day, April 16 at Whisper Lake Country
Club, in Madison, about 28 minutes
from the Jackson Convention Center.
Tee time is 8:30 a.m., with a ham-
burger buffet provided after play. The
cost of entry is complimentary thanks
to sponsors of the event. There is a 36-
player limit, so register early!

 To make reservations for the Semi-
nary Dinner or the Golf Invitational
contact Carol Shine at 903-586-2501 or
cshine@bmats.edu Whisper Lake Country Club Golf Ccourse

63rd Annual
BMA of America National Meeting

April 16-18, 2012
Jackson Convention Complex

Jackson, Mississippi
Monday Morning, April 16
8:30 Display/Exhibit Set-up
2:30 Registration Set-up (Enrollment and Finance Committee)

Monday Evening, April 16
7:00 First General Session
Music and Opening Prayer
Welcome and Introductions
Special Music
President’s Message and
Introduction of Theme “Until The End”

Tuesday Morning, April 17
8:00 Registration
8:30 WMA
Brotherhood
10:00 Pastors’ and Laymen’s Conference

Tuesday Afternoon, April 17
(Called Meetings)
1:30 Committee Meetings
Missions Department
Baptist Music Fellowship
Lifeword Media Ministries
DiscipleGuide Church Resources
BMA Seminary
Nominating Committee
Ministers Resource Services
Moral Action

Tuesday Afternoon, April 17
3:00 Second General Session
Music and Prayer
3:10 Enrollment Committee (Initial Report)
Welcome Petitioning Churches & Seat Their Messengers
3:20 Proposed Changes to the Constitution
3:45 Nominees for Nominating Committee
3:50 Clerk’s Report
4:00 BMA Seminary
4:30 Miscellaneous Business
5:00 Prayer/Adjourn
5:30 Seminary Dinner

Tuesday Evening, April 17
7:00 Third General Session
Music and Prayer
Annual Message George Reddin
Prayer/Adjourn

Wednesday Morning, April 18
8:30 Fourth General Session
Music and Prayer
8:45 Nominating Committee Report
9:05 DiscipleGuide Church Resources
9:35 Brotherhood Report
9:45 WMA Report
9:55 Moral Action
10:25 Master’s Builders Report
10:35 Coordinating Council Report
10:55 Baptist Music Fellowship
11:05 Vote on Constitutional Changes
Miscellaneous Business
Prayer/Adjourn

Wednesday Afternoon, April 18
2:00 Fifth General Session
Music and Prayer
2:15 Final Nominating Committee Report
2:25 Minute and Clerk Hire
2:35 Election of Officers
Election of Annual Speaker
3:00 Lifeword Media Ministries
3:30 Committee On Arrangements
3:45 Ministers Resource Services
4:15 Revolving Loan Fund Report
4:20 Election of Missions Advisory Committee Members
4:30 Final Enrollment Committee Report
4:40 Prayer/Adjourn

Wednesday Evening, April 18
7:00 Sixth General Session
Music and Prayer
7:15 Missions Department
Missionary Commissioning Service
9:00 Closing Prayer

Enrollment Committee Schedule
Monday 2:00-4:00 p.m.
6:00-7:00 p.m. and 30 minutes after session
Tuesday 8:30-9:00 a.m.
2:00-3:00 p.m.
6:30-7:00 p.m. and 30 minutes after session
Wednesday 8:00-8:30 a.m.

Jackson, Mississippi Convention Center

National Brotherhood Project Reminder
Attention men!  Time is running out to support the National

Brotherhood project for 2011-2012.
The project for this year is 25% Galileans; 10% General

Fund, and 65% ISHELP (International Self-Help English
Learning Program).

Send your offerings to Treasurer Robert Bynum, 43 Bear
Pen Rd.,Laurel, MS 39443.

All our men are encouraged to attend the National Broth-
erhood meeting on Tuesday morning, April 17, 2012, at 8:30,
duirng the BMA of America National Meeting at the Jackson
Convention Complex, Jackson, Mississippi.

Bro. Arthur Smith, Editor/Promoter
National Brotherhood of the BMAA

normally do not get very far in
our praying. But when we get
desperate and cry out of great
need, help will often times
come. I do fearthat much of
what we call prayer is too
empty of earnestness to
rightly be called prayer, and
therefore comes short of the
help we ask for. Help will very
likely be on the way when we
seek God with all of our heart.
This is about the way the Lord
said it. Notice: "And ye shall
seek me, and find me, when ye
shall search for me with all
your heart." (Jeremiah 29:13)

If there is one verse of Scrip-
ture that would put this whole
message in one sentence, it
could be Colossians 3:23. Read
it over a few times and notice
carefully each word: "And
whatsoever ye do, do it heart-
ily, as to the Lord, and not
unto men;"

I trust this little message
has brought you to the place
where you will sincerely pray
with the Psalmist, "Give me
understanding, and I shall
keep thy law; yea, I shall ob-
serve it with my whole heart."
(Psalms 119:34)

Serving GodServing GodServing GodServing GodServing God
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