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Church Mission
Opportunity in Arkansas

Is your Sunday school class, church, or youth group looking
for a week-long mission trip where you can learn skills that can
be used in your own local church, all while helping a sister
church reach its commu-
nity with the gospel?
Then the Launchpad
Community Mission
Project in Siloam
Springs, Arkansas, may
be a great opportunity
for you. Your group
would lead backyard
Bible clubs during the
day and minister to those
in need through service
projects during the af-
ternoon. You would en-
courage homeless fami-
lies working to reset
their lives and become self-sustainable as they work toward
ending homelessness for their family.

Siloam Springs is located in the Northwest corner of Arkan-
sas, which is one of the fastest growing areas in the United
States and home to many corporate giants, including: Walmart,
JB Hunt, Tyson, Simmons Foods, and the University of Arkan-
sas. It’s also home of East Kenwood Missionary Baptist Church;
a small church in the middle of a church revitalization, being
used of God in big way.
“When our church began praying for a vision to reach our
community and serve them without expecting anything in
return,” said Pastor Jeremy Wiginton, “we never expected to
end up building homes on our property to aid homeless fami-
lies.”

The Launchpad Community ministry includes four small
homes on the church’s property, ranging in size from 500-600
square feet. The homes are utilized in partnership with Genesis
House, a local homeless day shelter, to provide emergency
housing for 90 days while families work through a program to
become self-sufficient.
The 2-year pilot program has resulted in a successful launch of
24 families, with a success rate greater than 95% to date. Over
the next 10 years, 160 families and over 800 homeless individu-
als will pass through these homes, each being given an oppor-
tunity to establish new friendships with Christian families in
the area and receive Jesus Christ as Savior!

East Kenwood MBC needs help this summer to expand their
reach into the community as part of their revitalization. Accord-
ing to Pastor Jeremy, “This is a great opportunity for church
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see Short Term Mission on page 3

Senior Adult Conference March 19
by Kenneth Flynt, Director, Commission on Senior Adults

The South Mississippi Senior Adult Conference time is as
hand and seniors will be headed for Big Creek Baptist Church,
Soso, for a day of inspiration, worship, laughter
and a happy time together.

The oldest man present & the oldest woman
present will be recognized in a special way for
many years of service to the Lord.  Plaques will
be given to minister’s completing 50 years of
ministry.  The Calm Assurance Quartet and
Larry Lott are ready to provide an afternoon of
joyful singing.  You will not want to miss this
event!

The host church is looking forward to your
presence.  Don’t miss the 2019 senior conference, March 19,
beginning at 9:30 am.  Don’t forget to register when you get
there!

Senior Adults gather at Big Creek Baptist Church in 2018 Upcoming Events

2019 Missions &
Evangelistic Conference

March 29, Midway Church,
Sumrall

National BMA Meeting
May 6-8, Rogers, Arkansas

North Mississippi Senior
Adult Conference

May 14, FBC Mantachie

BMA of Mississippi
Midyear Meeting

May 21, East Amory Church

Living in a (Nominal) Religious Context
by Ed Stetzer

The fastest shrinking cat-
egory in American religion is
still the largest category—
people who self-identify as
Christian, but whose religion
is not a central part of their
lives. We call these people
nominal Christians.

However, this largest cat-
egory is also the fastest shrink-
ing.

To be blunt: nominalism is
dying.

While this may not be good
for a culture increasing in secu-
larization, in some ways, it is a
good thing for the church.

C h u r c h e s
will have
more of an
opportunity
to distin-
guish them-
selves from
the host cul-
ture. Lives
empowered
by Christ should look different
and now they increasingly will.

In spite of the decline of
nominalism, there are pockets
throughout North America
that still have a heavy pres-
ence of nominalism. The Bible
Belt, pardon the bad metaphor,

supports some of these pock-
ets.

Here are some dangers, dif-
ficulties, and directives of liv-
ing in a nominal religious con-
text.

Many American Southern-
ers still possess a religious ter-
minology that expresses they
were saved at the age of 8,
baptized at the age of 10, and
are on the membership roll at
the Crooked Creek Pentecos-
tal Church or the Sugar Creek
Methodist Church. Many of
these individuals based their
salvation on being moral, de-
cent, and upstanding citizens,
who love their families, their
country, and even their God.

Living in such a nominal
religious context presents some
dangers, difficulties, and di-
rectives for believers who are
passionately committed to king
Jesus.

Dangers of Living in
 a Nominal Religious Context

The dangers of living in a
nominal religious context
aren’t the same as living in a
zealous violent religious con-

Ed Stetzer

continued on page 5
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Southeastern Baptist College Serving Christ
With A Biblical World View
In A Christian Atmosphere

Church Donor Dinner - Mark Your
Calendar

We are planning a church donor
dinner currently scheduled to be held
on Monday evening, April 8, 2019. In-
vitations will be sent and the Laurel,
Mississippi, location for the dinner
announced as we get closer to the April
event date. The invitations are in the
mail. Please remember to R.S.V.P to
this event as Instructed on the invita-
tion. We are looking forward to this
time of fellowship and celebration!

BMA of Mississippi Ministers’ Schol-
arship

Thinking about taking courses at
SBC? There are several scholarship
opportunities available for our student
body that supporters of the school have

 “Let brotherly love continue. Be not
forgetful to entertain strangers:” He-
brews 13:1-2

It has been another personally chal-
lenging week for me. One year ago, and
on my birthday, my sweet mother-in-
law passed away. We traveled from
Mississippi to Oklahoma where we
linked up with other family members.
I handled most of the funeral financial
arrangements while the family got re-
acquainted. The church that my sister-
in-law attends took good care of us and
blessed us with prayers and a recep-
tion after the funeral. The pastor did a
wonderful job eulogizing my mother-
in-law and the funeral home was very
professional. The internment was com-
plete and we all traveled back to our
home across the United States.

Now, almost exactly a year later,
here we are in Oklahoma again for my
father-in-law’s funeral. Again, I worked
the finances for the event while family
gathered together. The same believers
wrapped their arms around us and
treated us as their own church family.
The good folks here in Oklahoma pro-
vided a wonderful church dinner, a
short birthday event, and the pastor
provided an impromptu and wonderful
message on the life and ministry of my

father-in-law.
Sadly, in the last few years my fa-

ther-in-law’s mind was not what it had
been decades past and he pretty much
ostracized almost everyone he knew.
We wondered if a viewing was even
appropriate and thought few, if any
would attend. We went ahead with the
viewing and were
amazed by the num-
ber of extended fam-
ily and long ago
friends who at-
tended. It was a bless-
ing to us as we lis-
tened to memories of
Pablo and Ann’s ex-
periences that we
previous had not
known. What a won-
derful time of remem-
brance it turned out to be.

I share all this because, though we
struggled emotionally with the changes
in Linda’s parents’ personalities and
mental decline in their later years, the
memories by friends and relatives of
my in-laws’ better years, far outweighed
these last few. And, the experience of
strangers, yet believers, reaching out
to us as fellow believers in need of
spiritual support, was an overwhelm-

ing and beautiful experience. Their
ministry to us during these difficult
days was a tremendous blessing to us
all.

As we have opportunity, we as be-
lievers are encouraged to lift others up
around us. And though Linda and I
and other family members who trav-
eled to Oklahoma, thought we may not
have needed the love of strangers, in
hindsight, we really did. They freely,
with great insight and compassion as
fellow believers, blessed us with food,

Dr. Carson (left) presented a briefing to the members of the newly organized SBC
Community Advisory Committee reviewing the SBC legacy story, current events, and
strategic plans for the future.

graciously provided. In addition, if you
are a BMA minister, there are scholar-
ships specially set aside and available
for you! Financial Aid Officer Ginny
Singleton has all the information you
need. She can be reached at 601-426-
6346.

Southeastern Baptist College
Needs Update

SBC has many infrastructure and
equipment needs. This list is not ex-
haustive and we will be researching
costs for each project. We will add the
costs in future publications as bids are
received. However, you as a church, an
association or as a church ministry
(Sunday school class, etc.) should look
this list over and pray about which
project the Lord wants you to choose.

Immediate Needs:
- Repaving the parking lot
- New Flooring in main building and

library
- Remodel upstairs women’s dormi-

tory
- Refresh outside of both men’s and

women’s dormitories
- Remodel bathrooms (main building

and gym)
- Upgrade classroom electronic needs

(computers, monitors, etc.)
- Professional weekly cleaning
- On call maintenance personnel
- Repairing or replacing the mar-

quee sign
- Ice Machine for events and sports

use

The VA WANTS YOU!...
...To Get a College Education

Have you served in America’s armed
forces? Then you probably have Veter-
ans Administration tuition benefits that
you can use toward a free education
right here at SBC. I urge you to contact
your local VA representative for an
evaluation of your benefits. You earned
them! And remember, many ‘Post 9-11'
benefits are now fully transferable to
family members. SBC has numerous
students receiving VA assistance for
both online and in-classroom tuition.

Southeastern College Updates
Dr. Carson is available to fill the

pulpit for preaching or to provide an

A very large project was completed this week. A LED lighting company replaced all
conventional lighting on campus with LED lights. The estimated savings on energy
costs will be above 70%!

Upgraded Lighting System

fellowship and much prayers. They
reached out to us and helped support
us as we traversed the emotionally
challenging events of the loss of a loved
one, funeral plans, costs, and events.

I wish to thank again all who ex-
pressed their condolences to us on
Facebook and in other ways. Your love
and concern is truly appreciated. God
bless each one of you!

“We then that are strong ought to
bear the infirmities of the weak, and
not to please ourselves. Let every one
of us please his neighbour for his good
to edification. For even Christ pleased
not himself; but, as it is written, The
reproaches of them that reproached
thee fell on me.” Romans 15:1-3

- Dr. Scott Carson

update about the great things the Lord
is doing at Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege. I will shortly be touring Missis-
sippi churches and presenting oppor-
tunities for churches and groups to
take on the challenge for prioritized
projects for Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege.

While much has been done, the col-
lege still stands in much disrepair and
because of this, it does not honor God as
an institution of higher learning as it
should. These will be short presenta-
tions, but exciting as well, as I share
how you can be used by God to advance
His ministry. You can reach Dr. Carson
at 601-433-4736 or at
scarson@southeasternbaptist.edu.

Revivals
Riverside Baptist Church, Ellisville

March 17 - 20,  Sunday at 11:00 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. We will have a different speaker
each day. Sunday Dr. Scott Carson (both
services), Monday Bro. Greg Medenwald,
Tuesday Bro. Ed Steele, and Wednesday
Bro. Glenn Shoemake.

Walnut Grove Baptist Church in
Fulton, Mississippi (across from The Mead-
ows on Hwy 25) is having a Spring Re-
vival April 8th - 10th at 6:30 p.m. Bro.
Cory Flanagin from Tishomingo Chapel
Baptist will be the speaker. Please come
worship with us and reignite your life!
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groups to have a mission field opportu-
nity in the U.S., experience some on
the field training that they can utilize
at their home church, and help a small
sister church revitalize in their home
area.”
Church groups will live in and operate
out of East Kenwood’s building during
their mission trip. Students must have
completed the 7th grade to attend, but
there’s no age restriction beyond that.

Mission teams will arrive on Satur-
day evening at the church and be
greeted by their church host for the
week. They will worship with the
church on Sunday, survey the area,
and review the work sites for the week.
Teams will conduct two backyard Bible
clubs each morning, from Monday
through Thursday, with work projects
in the afternoon. There will be two
team-building events during the week
so that mission teams can experience
the area and have fun together as well.
The Launchpad Community Project
will begin June 15 and run weekly
through August 2.

BMA Short Term Missions is excited
to partner with Launchpad to create
more areas to serve. For more informa-
tion contact Angela Rice by email at
angela@bmamissions.org, or by phone
at 501-455-4799.

SHORT TERM
MISSIONS

from page 1

Three Philosophies Alive and Well in Our Day
by Dr. Tony Cleaver

From whatever source you get your
news, there is a pattern of old philoso-
phies encrypted in the behaviors of
people making news. This is especially
true with “the stars” held up as role
models for us. Members of Christian
churches must give attention to phi-
losophies that have been around for
some time.  These three philosophies
may not be called by their original
names today, yet their main beliefs
have tremendous influence in the work
of the Church. These three philoso-
phies are: Stoicism, Skepticism, and
Cynicism.

Stoicism‘s main point is fate. Stoics
tell us the world and its events are
controlled by some cosmic roll of dice.
Individuals have no control over their
lives.  There is no good nor evil, only an
impersonal “cosmic something” that is
in charge. Stoics embrace the best thing
for a person to do is have positive
morality to bring one’s world into some-
what of order. Christianity is in stark
contrast to Stoicism. God created this
world and controls His creation. God is
personal and is attuned to His people.
He responds to them through His di-
vine acts.  Jesus was intentionally sent
into the world to redeem all who will
come to Him through the cross. The

Holy Spirit guides
Christians in all their
walk of faith.

S k e p t i c i s m ’ s
thrust is only per-
sonal experience
brings knowledge.
Skeptics tell us there
is no truth that is
binding on all people;
it is all individual de-
termination of what truth or moral
right is to the person. Christianity radi-
cally departs to firmly embrace that
truth does not lie in human experience
alone. Christianity differs in that it
insists truth is foundational in God’s
creation and character, not in human
understanding only. There are moral
absolutes made known in the Scrip-
tures and specifically in the life and
teachings of Jesus the Christ.

Cynicism’s main emphasis is per-
sonal freedom. Cynics ridicule anyone

who conforms to any accepted social or
moral standard. All ethics or moral
standards are the object of Cynic’s ridi-
cule. Christianity contrasts in that it
offers a way of life shown by Scriptures
and the lifestyle demonstrated espe-
cially by Jesus. When one receives a
new heart through Christ, it enables
one to walk in a path which is accept-
able in moral, ethical, and spiritual
behavior framed by the Lord Himself.

We in the Christian church do not
minister in a vacuum.  Look at the
headlines, listen to the news.  Do you
see the results of the old three philoso-
phies at work in our world? Look at
your own life.  It is no accident you are
where you are today.  There is no
cosmic roll of dice that brought you to
where you are.  Look at any country
today - almost all have moral bound-
aries that mirror the Ten Command-
ments.  There is a moral order to this
universe to which all humankind is

subject. We might scorn limits of what
we can do, but we all have responsibil-
ity to respect human life and the dig-
nity of each person. We are account-
able to the One who breathed into us
the breath of life.

Unlike Christianity, all philosophies
have as their starting point the ability
of imperfect human reasoning. On the
other hand, Christianity makes room
for the revelation God has given.  The
Bible tells us “the Word was made
flesh.”  The Bible tells us that “Christ
died for our sins, was buried, and raised
the third day according to the Scrip-
tures.”

Stoicism, Skepticism, and Cynicism
are alive in our world today. Christian-
ity does not come from the limited
mind of man. Christianity comes from
the perfect, holy, and omnipotent Lord
revealed in the Old and New Testa-
ment Scriptures, and Who is at work in
His world today.

Cleaver

Let’s LGBT — Let’s Get Back to the Truth
by John Jones,

Pastor, Highland Park
Oklahoma City

(via Oklahoma Baptist) – Throughout
America, there is an obvious move-
ment led by Satan himself and being
carried out by the powers of darkness
pushing for acceptance and celebra-
tion of homosexuality and gay mar-
riage. In 10 short years, this movement
has gone from being accepted in just
one state (Massachusetts in 2004) to all
states being forced to accept it regard-
less of a state’s will in the matter per
the United States Federal Courts.

The grave mistake of secular think-
ing is that marriage is from the mind of
man, marriage is a result of social
evolution and marriage is man’s to
adjust as desired. Rather, the truth is
quite the contrary drawn from the ul-
timate source, the Word of God. Mar-
riage is not a product of man, but God;
marriage is anchored in God not social
change.

Some argue and think that “we need
to get with the times” when (in actual-
ity) we need to get right with God. I
say, let’s LGBT! Not the lesbian, gay,
bi-sexual and transgender LGBT; but
Let’s Get Back to the Truth! Gay mar-
riage and adultery are two examples of
dangerously sinful
behavior that are destroying the fam-
ily unit and this nation.

One does not need to look at the
Bible to see the error and sickness of
homosexuality, but can simply look to
the barnyard and nature. Homosexu-
ality is not only unnatural it is sinful.

What Some are Doing
Some liberal churches and denomi-

nations have accepted this unbiblical
lifestyle, which is clear indication that
they are not following the Bible. Rather,

they are teaching that love will cover
the sin of being gay, and their apostate
church will love homosexuals into the
fold.

These pastors and their churches
are in error and have mistaken the
commandment to love thy neighbor
into allowing and accepting an obvious
sinful lifestyle into a
church body. With
this flawed applica-
tion of the command-
ment to love one an-
other, we might as
well let into our
church member-
ships practicing
strippers, drug ped-
dlers, serial murder-
ers, and the like by
loving them into fel-
lowship.

Where is the repentance?
It is not there, and with its absence

is an absence of forgiveness which is a
condemning spiritual problem.

Repentance is an important aspect
of our relationship with God. Christ
Himself stated, “The time is fulfilled,
and the kingdom of God is at hand:
repent ye, and believe the gospel” (Mark
1:15). Some pastors are falsely teach-
ing that love covers sin without repen-
tance, and that is simply not in accor-
dance with the Word of God; but it is in
accordance with the plan of Satan.
Remember, Satan wants man con-
demned to Hell like he is, and what
better way to condemn man than to
deceive with what sounds good on the
surface but is in truth a lie; in fact, a
lie from the pits of Hell?

Why So Popular?
First, rapid cultural shifts — secu-

larism is in, and Christ is out. The
entertainment industry with its deep
pockets (i.e. Hollywood) is a strong
supporter of the gay agenda. Aspects of
our public educational systems are
growing into strong supporters of the
gay agenda in various ways.

I am well acquainted with a profes-

sor for the University of Oklahoma’s
Education Department who has indi-
cated that most and nearly all his col-
leagues radically support the LGBTQ
community and their horrible efforts.
Think about it. The teachers who are
teaching our children’s teachers in
public school system are shaping and
promoting their immoral world view.

A second reason for homosexuality
gaining popularity is that gays had any
ally in the nation’s White House
(Obama). The biggest and most lis-
tened to voice in America embraced
this unrighteous lifestyle in many ways;
in fact, some have called him the first
gay president.

The current administration ended
the 17-year “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell” mili-
tary policy which was an appropriate
policy. There is an aggressive push in

continued on page 4



Wild Horse Ministries
Paul Daily Relates Horse Training with God
based on Trust, Faith, Obedience, & Love

Shiloh Baptist Church
Invites you to join us for

Wild Horse Ministries Presentation
On March 31st at 2:00pm

At 7219 HWY 35, Mize, MS 39116
For more information contact

Bryson Haden @ 601-797-4597 or 662-251-0443 or by email @
blhaden@gmail.com

Bring a Lawn Chair - Snacks & Drinks will be available for
purchase from Our GMAs

A love offering will be taken for this Ministry
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 A Gift That Keeps Giving
Gifts to the BMA Foundation are never spent.

They are invested and the earnings benefit
BMA departments annually until the Lord returns.

Some Ways to Give
Cash - Stocks and bonds

Life insurance policies - IRA Rollovers
Bequests

Gulfport Church
Seeks Pastor

Campground Missionary Bap-
tist Church located in Harrison
County, Mississippi, is seeking a
full-time pastor. If you feel led to
pursue this opportunity please
Email resumes to
southernirrigation@att.net or
contact Alan Sullivan at 228-
860-8740.

Church Seeking pastor
Greenwood Missionary Bap-

tist Church located in Itawamba
County, Mississippi, is seeking a
full-time pastor. E-mail resumes
to kelbycomer18@hotmail.com.
or mail to 1400 Greenwood
Church Rd. Fulton, Ms 38843.

Texas Church
Seeking Youth Minister

Greenpond Baptist Church in
Como, Texas, is seeking a bi-
vocational youth minister.  Hous-
ing is included. Resumes may be
emailed to
terrywbolton@yahoo.com or the
mailed to Terry Bolton, 123
Charles St., Sulphur Springs,
Texas 75482. Inquiries by phone
should call 903-348-6479.

Staff Openings

the homosexual community to
“come out” to family and friends
among other immoral trends.
A question this author has is:
why does sexuality need to be
discussed in the workplace?

Moreover, under the previ-
ous administration (Obama)
the Justice Department was
instructed to no longer defend
the Defense of Marriage Act,
and the Attorney General of
the United States encouraged
states to do the same. Again,
you see Satan’s work through
ignorant and spiritually blind
who hold positions of power.

Another reason for popular-
ity is the creation of a negative
image of those who believe and
vocalize support for traditional
biblical marriage. This is the
fulfillment of Isa. 5:20: “Woe
unto them that call evil good,
and good evil; that put dark-
ness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for
sweet, and sweet for bitter!”

The gays have likened their
cause to the civil rights move-
ment of the last century.
Though there is a major differ-
ence between that movement
and the gay movement in that
racial equality was morally
righteous and appropriate;
whereas, the gay movement is
unrighteous morally and in-
appropriate.

Rejection of same-sex mar-
riage is equated to racism by
those who support the cause,
and you are hateful and big-
oted if you are against it. Gay
sympathizers assert that if you

do not agree with them, then
you hate them, which is en-
tirely unrighteous and not the
appropriate Christian perspec-
tive. “For this cause God gave
them up unto vile affections:
for even their women did
change the natural use into
that which is against nature:
And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust
one toward another; men with
men working that which is
unseemly, and receiving in
themselves that recompense of
their error which was meet.
And even as they did not like to
retain God in their knowledge,
God gave them over to a repro-
bate mind, to do those things
which are not convenient”
(Rom. 1:26-28).

What are we to Do?
Are we to sit back and watch

Satan work and destroy lives?
This is a big problem; it’s a hill
to die on for the child of God.
We must defend true marriage,
despite the fact that we live in
a day when we will not be
popular for defending this
truth. A very telling passage of
scripture involving marriage
occurs in Matt. 19:3- 6, where
the Lord is presented a ques-
tion concerning marriage:

“The Pharisees also came
unto him, tempting him, and
saying unto him, Is it lawful
for a man to put away his wife
for every cause? And he an-
swered and said unto them,
Have ye not read, that he which

made them at the beginning
made them male and female,
And said, For this cause shall a
man leave father and mother,
and shall cleave to his wife:
and they twain shall be one
flesh? Wherefore they are no
more twain, but one flesh.
What therefore God hath
joined together, let not man
put asunder.” In these verses,
Jesus confirmed what is stated
in Gen. 2:24: “a man leave fa-
ther and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife: and they
twain shall be one flesh.”

A man cannot marry another
man, neither can a woman
marry another woman, and
become one flesh through re-
production. So Christians,
what are we to do? We must
refuse to recognize a body as a
New Testament church when
it is in such disgusting error of
tolerating gays into the body.
They are defiled, unclean, and
unworthy of such title as a
New Testament church.

What Else Should We Do?
Praise God and be proud of

what God ordained in mar-
riage. Sadly, we live in a na-
tion where traditional mar-
riage between one man and
one woman is falling by the
wayside to sin and the system.
For many, it’s become very con-
venient to live together in adul-
tery and have children out of
wedlock, taking advantage of
social programs.

Moreover, our flawed sys-
tem pays out more money to
single parents versus married
parents, so from an economi-
cal perspective it’s not irratio-
nal, but that doesn’t make it
right. For those needing to
make right what is wrong in
their unmarried yet living to-
gether arrangement, I recom-
mend marriage. A ministry for
such who are seeking to marry

is the Adam & Eve Christian
Marriage Institute’s free Pre-
Marriage Education Program
found at aaecmi.org.

Lastly, Highland Park Bap-
tist Church in Oklahoma City
has an established church
marriage policy that upholds
our beliefs in Biblical marriage.
It is recommended that other
BMA churches consider a reso-
lution fully explaining their
position on marriage, as well.

If passed through a busi-
ness meeting, this position
would be etched into meeting
minutes and considered the
church’s position on this topic
as a local New Testament
Church. This would serve to
bolster the church’s defense to
this offense that the Lord’s
churches are being challenged
with in this evil age.

-via Baptist Trumpet

Back to the Truth
continued from page 3
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text like regions in the Middle East.
Living in those areas can cost one their
life. Living in a nominal religious con-
text may not put one’s life in danger,
but if not careful it can endanger a
believer in other ways that are just as
costly—just on a different scale.

There’s the danger of embracing
 a comfortable Christianity.

One thing about nominal “Chris-
tians” is that their faith doesn’t cost
them anything. Their faith or belief is
like a trinket or badge they wear. It
doesn’t prompt them to give up guilty
pleasures, to give generously of their
time, talents, or treasures to the Lord
or His church, or to vulnerably share
their faith with someone else.

If not careful, passionate believers
can allow such comfort to influence
them so that they too become comfort-
able.

There’s the danger of domesticating
the gospel. Lesslie Newbigin was one
who landed on this idea when he came
home from forty years of faithful mis-
sion work in India. Upon his return, he
saw that the church, and thus the
gospel, had been imprisoned by the
cultural milieu. As a result, the gospel
had been domesticated, stripped of its
transformational glory.

Today, in many nominal contexts,
something similar has transpired. The
Bible has been turned into a self-help
informational book rather than the di-
vinely inspired book written by God for
our transformation and His glory. Jesus
has been relegated to a Captain America
type of savior who came and died to
save us from hell rather than a King
who came to save us in order to reign in
and through us.

Difficulties of Living in a Nominal
Religious Context

Beside dangers to sound Christian
theology and practice in a nominal
religious context, there are difficulties
to living in such a context.

Evangelism
There will be an evangelistic diffi-

culty.
Because nominals are moral, they

think they behave rightly; because they
are theistic and biblical, they think
they believe rightly; because they are
Christian by name, they think they
belong rightly; and because their life is
fairly simply, they feel as though they
are blessed rightly.

In short, they base their salvation on
what they do and experience, not what
Christ did. Sharing the gospel with
people who already think they “have
it” will prove to be difficult.

Nominal
Christians
from page 1

continued on page 6
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Fostering Faith...
...in an attentive Father

As Christians, we believe the One,
True, and Living God is all-knowing
and ever-present. Elihu in Job 37:16
said God is, “…perfect in knowledge.”
John testified the same in his first
epistle, 3:20 says God, “…know[s] all
things.” The Lord while speaking
through the prophet in Jeremiah 23:24
declares with a question, “Do not I fill
heaven and earth?” Paul joins the Old
Testament writers in Act 17:27 to say,
“…He [is] not far from every one of us.”
There should be no place for Christians
to disagree on the knowledge and pres-
ence of God. Where our difficulty lies is

in our practice of Godly characteristics
(all of them, not just these two).

Humanity, that is stained by sin,
and can only be cleansed from sin by
the blood of Jesus Christ, is still com-
manded to strive for godliness. “Be
holy; for I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:16,

Leviticus 11:44). We cannot be all know-
ing or ever-present any more than we
can save our own souls. These are all
unobtainable goals, but as we reach for
godliness the world around us gets to

witness glimpses of a good Father.
Glimpses of a good heavenly Father
are what see us through this life until
we can see Him in His fullness.

One of the most beautiful pictures of
our loving Father is seen in the parable
of the prodigal son in Luke 15. Luke
15:20 “…he arose, and came to his
father. But when he was yet a great
way off, his father saw him, and had
compassion, and ran, and fell on his
neck, and kissed him.” The father in
this parable is teaching us how atten-
tive God is to us even when He seems
to be out of sight. This is where human-
ity gets to see how to mimic the omni-
scient and omnipresent God. None of

us can be everywhere, even when we
try so hard. None of us can know every-
thing, no matter how high our own
opinions of our own intellect. What we
can do “like” God, is watch and wait.

We can be attentive to the lost soul
coming around the bend answering the
call of God’s word. We can run to meet
them in their need with gentleness and
compassion.

I am not perfect in my attentiveness,
but I am thankful God gets my atten-
tion when I need it most. I think these
thoughts are on my heart with the
upcoming revivals in our area. I pray
we would all be attentive to our own
hearts and the hearts of others as the
Big Creek Association Revival ap-
proaches March 24th-27th to be held at
Southeastern Baptist College. I also
covet your prayers as I speak at the
Temple Baptist Youth revival/rally
March 21st-23rd. Continue to be atten-
tive to the opportunities of service in
the local church and here at the
Children’s Home. Remain diligent, your
prayers are being answered. Continue
to pray with us over potential children,
priorities, and projects. Please contact
us if you would like for us to come to
your church in May, June, or beyond.
Contact the office, our Facebook page,
or my cell phone at 662-605-0996.

Humanity, that is stained by sin, and can only
be cleansed from sin by the blood of Jesus Christ

Relational
There can be relational difficulty.
When trying to call nominals to-

wards a deeper understanding of Scrip-
ture and the gospel, they may become
easily offended and agitated. They may
feel as though they are being judged or
attacked. As a result, relational strain
and marginalization occurs. More spe-
cifically, friendships can dissolve.
People leave or becoming angrier at
the church.

Revitalization
In some places there will be revital-

ization difficulty. In churches where

nominals may be present and in posi-
tions of leadership, there will be a
stronghold of spiritual lethargy, gospel
indifference, and missional paralysis.
Leading and navigating change and
transformation will be slow, methodi-
cal, intentional, messy, and possibly
even intense.

Directives for Living in a Nominal
Religious Context

The situation is not hopeless be-
cause there is power in the gospel.
These directives, empowered by the
gospel of Jesus Christ, will serve as
antibodies that will ward off the virus
of nominal, or weak, Christianity.

We must be gospel-centered. The
gospel should be the sun around which
the planets of our lives orbit. Every-
thing we do—personally, emotionally,
relationally, maritally, parentally, so-
cially, culturally, vocationally, etc.—

should revolve around the good news
that Jesus Christ has saved us, re-
deemed us, and made us a part of His
glorious kingdom. Being gospel-cen-
tered means that we constantly ask
ourselves the following question: Is my
life bringing glory to King Jesus?

We must be mission-oriented. We
are not only saved from our sin and
ourselves, but are saved to and for a
mission. Being in Christ means that
we are His means of advancing His
mission in the world. Thus, we enact a
posture towards the world for the glory
of God. As a result, we come to live a life
on mission—intentionally using how
we live, where we go, what we do, and
what we say as a means to share and
show the good news of Jesus with the
world.

We must be church-minded. The
church isn’t a place we attend but a
people we belong to. When Christ saved

us, He made us a part of His family.
Christ cares about His family—their
transformation into His image as well
as their participation in His mission. If
Christ cares for His family, we should
too. If Jesus is committed to His fam-
ily—in that He will never leave nor
forsake them—we should be too.

Nominalism doesn’t save. It’s the
equivalent of those in the New Testa-
ment who not only wouldn’t enter the
kingdom of God themselves, but got in
the way of others who wanted to enter.

Nominalism can kill. But, Jesus, as
Peter reminds us, “has the words of
life,” and He is the better way.

Ed Stetzer, Ph.D., holds the Billy Gra-
ham Chair of Church, Mission, and
Evangelism at WHEATON COLLEGE
and serves as Executive Director of the
BILLY GRAHAM CENTER.

Nominal
Christians
from page 5

Observations of Our Day
by Bro. Rocky Goodwin
(from his Facebook page)

To my FaceBook friends. Please for-
give the long article, but read it. We all
need to read this and realize how close
we are to the coming of Christ.

A full fifty percent of the nation's
Southern Baptists did not attend
church even one time last year. "Uni-
versal neglect of religion is a more
dangerous symptom" of social decay!

Eighty-eight percent of the youth in
evangelical churches leave their
church, never to return, by the age of
eighteen. "Universal neglect of reli-
gion is a more dangerous symptom" of
social decay!

Conservative churches are dropping
their Sunday evening services by the
thousands. "Universal neglect of reli-

gion is a more danger-
ous symptom" of social
decay!

Evangelistic preach-
ing, with strong appli-
cation, is virtually a
thing of the past. Many
preachers give little
Bible expositions in-
stead of strong evan-

gelistic sermons designed to convert
people. "Universal neglect of religion is
a more dangerous symptom" of the
decay of our civilization!

Cold churches, where there is no
warmth and fellowship, are the result
of closing the prayer meetings and
Sunday evening services, and not mak-
ing certain the people are converted.
"Universal neglect of religion is a more

dangerous symptom" of the decay of
our civilization than any of the hair-
brained things that a small percentage
of non-religious people indulge in to-
day!

We must not think that the majority

of people in Noah's day were atheists.
No - they believed in God intellectually
- but their mental beliefs had no effect
on their lives. People were calling on
"the name of the Lord" (Genesis 4:26),
but they failed to pay attention to the
preaching of Noah, "a preacher of righ-
teousness" (II Peter 2:5). "Universal

Rocky Goodwin

neglect of religion is a…dangerous
symptom" of our time as well.

"But as the days of Noe were, so shall
also the coming of the Son of man be"
(Matthew 24:37). These worldly people
are described as "Having a form of

godliness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn away" (II Timo-
thy 3:5).

Goodwin is the founder of Evange-
listic International Ministries -EIM-
that is ministering to people groups
around the world.

"Universal neglect of religion is a more
dangerous symptom" of social decay!
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Ladies on A Mission
by Beth Caldwell, State WMA President

The Ladies on a Mission (WMA) is a vital asset to any church.  If you do not
have an active ladies group please consider starting one and join us as we work
on mission projects.  The State WMA will sponsor a Ladies Retreat in September
at Camp Garaywa.

The State WMA officers for 2018-2019 are: President Beth Caldwell, 1VP
Theresa Reus, 2VP  Elaine Smith, 3VP  Jean Knight, Treasurer  Shirlene Smith,
Assistant Treasurer  Barbara White, Recording Secretary Stacy Smith, Assis-
tant Recording Secretary Bea Hudson, Historian/Media Ginny Singleton, Editor
Rita Clark, Pianist Pat Davis, Song Director Sabrina Clayton, GMA/YLA
Promoter Jessica Haden, Sunbeam Promoter Linda Dertinger, Project Promot-
ers Dianne Rainey and Marilyn Welborn,  Advisory Council  Matt Hudson, Leon
Carmical, Shane Singleton, and Retreat Committee - Chairman Jessica Haden,
Co-Chairman Mary Sprayberry, Registration Beth Caldwell.

The theme for this year is “Lead Us, Guide Us,” taken from Psalms 31:3. The
Project Promotion Committee is working on promotion of the 2019 Project,
“Southeastern Baptist College.”

The Midyear meeting will be held on May 20 at 7:00 PM at East Amory Baptist
Church.  Anita Ackers will be our speaker.  We invite all ladies to attend this
meeting.

I hope each of you are making plans to attend the National Meeting.  The
Ladies Retreat will be held on Tuesday.  The only cost is $15.00 for the noon meal.
Let Jodi Rhea, National WMA President know if you plan to eat lunch (501-472-
9490).  You will pay at the door.
See you in May!

Fellowship Problems in the First Church
by Paul Gauntt

From the very first day the New
Testament Church was imbued with
the power of the Holy Spirit, church
dissension quickly experienced it’s ugly
start.

And that dissension grew amidst a
congregation, which had: (a) person-
ally witnessed the empowering of the
Holy Spirit; (b) grew from a small band
of 120 disciples to well
over 10,000 voting
members by the time
we read in Acts 6; (c)
had nearly 500 of it’s
members who had
personally seen
Christ. (1 Cor. 15:4-
6) and (d) contained
no members who
came from a falling
out at another
church.

There are some surprising factors
that contribute to fellowship problems.
So is it any wonder that the average
attendance of an American congrega-
tion is 75? John Maxwell once stated in
a conference that most churches feel
comfortable with 75 in attendance and
actually would rather not grow larger.
It only takes 75 members to pay the
bills, salaries and property upkeep. A
church of 75 only needs one full-time
staff member. Also, in a church of 75,

everyone knows everyone, and the
membership is more manageable.

Just because a church experiences
phenomenal growth does not make it
immune to fellowship problems. In fact,
the opposite is usually true. The church
in Jerusalem was just one of such
churches which grew quickly into a
mega-church — and so did the fellow-
ship problems.

1. The widows were neglected of
food distribution. This was the fellow-
ship problem in Jerusalem. There are
countless other problems that threaten
the unity of the body. Acts 6:1a. What
really magnified the fellowship prob-
lem was the fact the Hellenistic wid-
ows (Greek-speaking proselytes) were
being neglected in favor of the widows
of the native Jews. Possibly some dis-
gruntled Hellenistic Jews approached
the disciples and said, “You’ve got to do
something! You are the leaders!”

2. Church leaders were displaced.
The definition of the word “displaced”
is “to remove from the usual or proper
specified place.” The apostles were ex-
pected to carry on the benevolent work
at the expense of their primary calling
— to pray and to prepare to preach the
word to the flock. It was taking its toll
on the spiritual welfare of the church.

I want to cite two incidents in

churches which well illustrate the pres-
sure that was brought on the apostles
of the Jerusalem church. if these inci-
dents had been brought to fruition,

there is no question that the fellowship
of the church and the ministry of the
pastor would been destroyed.

In one such church two men ap-
proached the pastor with complaints
about a woman in the church sending
what appeared to be inappropriate let-
ters of friendship to their wives. The
pastor was summoned to go and speak
to the woman’s husband about the prob-
lem. After wise counsel by a more sea-
soned pastor, he elected not to go be-
cause he was made to realize it would
have thrown him into the middle of an
issue in which he would have lost his
ministry, and the results would have
been spiritually catastrophic for the
fellowship.

In another scenario, a long-time
member of the church was suspected of
behaving inappropriately to a young
lady in the church. The pastor, who

had not been with the church but a few
months, was summoned by the dea-
cons and was told that he
needed to handle the situation. The
pastor firmly told them, “This situa-
tion was going on long before I arrived,
and furthermore, since the man is blood

kin to most of you, the responsibility is
yours. If I do what you say, it will mean
a U-haul bill for me, but if you guys do
the job, and it blows up, all that will be
required is a first-class postage stamp
to send your letter to another church.”

The apostles wisely, and by the di-
rection of the Holy Spirit, instructed
the church to seek out men who could
minister to the Hellenistic, as well as
native widows. Simply put, they were
to run interference for the Apostles, to
be the remedy for fellowship problems
so the Apostles could be free to pray
and meditate on the word in order to
feed the flock. I think it’s safe to say a
spiritually “fed” flock will have a mini-
mum of spiritual problems — but a
flock not properly fed from the meat of
the word, is a “sitting duck” for Satan.

continued on page 8

Gauntt

If I do what you say, it will mean a U-haul bill for me, but
if you guys do the job, and it blows up, all that will be
required is a first-class postage stamp to send your
letter to another church.
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Cleaver

Hosea 1.1 “The word of the Lord that
came to Hosea son of Beeri during the
reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and of
Jeroboam son of Jehoash, king of Is-
rael.”

All the world loves a lover and Hosea
is certainly one of those. Hosea was a
prophet in a certain period as indicated
by his contemporary
time line of kings in
both Judah, the
Southern Kingdom,
and Israel, the North-
ern Kingdom. Some-
times we think of
prophets as mystical
babblers almost like
a fortune teller or
some religious fa-
natic. Nothing is fur-
ther from the truth.

The prophets were chosen of God
and they sensed that calling to be His
messengers. They spoke forth the word
of the Lord to their own generation.
They were able to plainly speak of the

Scripture Thoughts by Tony Cleaver
evils of the day and pleaded for the
people to repent, to turn to God, to ask
forgiveness. Their message has time-
less meaning for us today.

A contemporary lesson from Hosea
is: spiritual adultery is common in our
“Christian culture.” We have privilege
as Christians to be joined to Christ, but
with that privilege come responsibili-
ties. We have the responsibility to posi-
tion our lives for faithfulness, holiness,
and righteousness. We are the example
to the world of what God calls all of his
created beings to be.

Good Reader, as you recount your
own life, what do you make of your
living for Jesus Christ the Lord? Are
you committing spiritual adultery? The
word of the Lord calls us to be people
who are particularly and peculiarly
dedicated to Him in the way we be-
have. We behave outwardly because of
His new life in us through Christ Jesus
our Lord. Like Hosea, we have a cer-
tain time to be alive. We have the joy of
living and working for Christ and His
Church!

Baptist Missionary
Association of Mississippi
www.bmaofmississippi.com
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3. Remedy for fellowship problems.
The remedy was simple — seek out
from among you seven men with im-
peccable character, filled with the Holy
Spirit, and possessing divine wisdom,
who can be “over this business.” Not
business administrators, not a corpo-
rate board - but the business of serving
— the business of quelling fellowship
problems. (diakonos - a servant; waiter
- minister - or messenger) One of these
men, Stephen, was described as full of
grace (spiritual strength who worked
great wonders), and full of faith (a
strong belief that Jesus is the Messiah)

4. Results of the remedy for fellow-
ship problems: Verses 5 and 7 of Acts
6 tell us that the fellowship was re-
stored, the message was even more
effectively spread, the number of dis-
ciples increased, and the people were
happy with the arrangement. (“. . . and
the saying pleased the whole multi-
tude. . .”)

What really impressed me about the
Apostles was the fact they delegated
the responsibility to the church to seek
out the seven men. They were secure
enough in the church and the Lord’s
direction, they did not have to pull
strings to get their cronies in the offi ce.
Many times we pastors are so addicted
to micro-management, we can’t relin-

quish control to the church.
Pastor, you must relinquish control,

because Christ didn’t give you the Great
Commission — He gave it to the Church.
And as my dear friend, the late Lynn
Stephens once told me, “The church is
infinitely more important than (we)
are.”

There is not a more powerful organ-
ism on the earth than Christ’s New
Testament Church. She is the recipi-
ent to the blessed promises of God —
She is built upon the Rock of Jesus
Christ —and He promises that the
gates of hell shall not prevail against
her. And one day He is returning to
take her to His Father’s house for the
wedding of the ages. Part of the inter-
lude of the Gaither song, “The Church
Triumphant” gives us such encourage-
ment;

 “Listen, child of God, it’s alive! Dis-
couraged pastor, it’s his church and it’s
still alive! Lonely missionary, sow that
seed with confidence. The church is
still alive. It’s alive my broken-hearted
friend — busy mothers, just keep trust-
ing in Jesus, the church is alive. . .
faithful fathers, there’s rest in the Lord.
God’s church is still alive. So family of
God lift your hands, lift your hands and
praise the Lord. The church, God’s
church triumphant is alive, it’s alive
my friends. Alive and well!”
Paul Gauntt is the pastor of First,
Palmer. He served for a number of
years as the BMA of Texas Department
of Church Ministries director. He has
served several churches as pastor, and
is a correspondent and featured article
writer for Baptist Progress Contact
him at pop.gauntt@gmail.com.

Fellowship
Problems
from page 7

Missionary Needs Van
BMAA missionary-candidate Michael

Strong, who is serving in Minnesota, is in
need of a reliable, working 15-passenger
van and/or enclosed trailer. Please prayer-
fully consider donating or providing one
for the work of the ministry there. You
can contact Bro. Mike at 501-838-9673 or
brothermike@nearnorthcommunitychurch.com.

Jesus Is Precious
by Bro. Grover Laird
from The Revivalist

"Whom have I in heaven but thee? and
there is none upon earth that I desire
beside thee."   (Psalms 73:25)

I want to feel that the Psalmist is
including Jesus in our text. You see,
Jesus was the Savior of Old Testament
saints too. Job said that his Redeemer,
or Savor, was living then and would
come to earth one day. (Job 19:25) David
considered Jesus his Lord, the same as
we do. (Psalm 110:1; Matthew 22:41–
45) We should therefore have the same
feeling about Jesus our Savior as is
expressed by the Psalmist in our text.

 If we could look into Heaven we would
see great saints of old such as Noah,
Job, and Daniel. We could see Abraham,
Moses, and David. But if we felt about
Jesus as the Psalmist expresses in our
text, we would feel that none of these
are as precious as Jesus. Then, consid-
ering all the Greats of this world, he saw
none so wonderful as his Lord.

Surely many of us have used our text
to worship our wonderful Lord and Sav-
ior. But why would we be so full of
admiration and love for Jesus?

Surely the greatest reason is, He
atoned for our sins at Calvary. Having

no sins of His own, He was able to pay
for ours. (I Peter 2:24) And the story of
that suffering has never been fully been
told.

His suffering for us has resulted in
our being a child of God with Heaven as
our home. But more than this, we are
able to know Jesus now and have Him in
our lives as our best friend.

It is normal for us as Christians to
feel that Jesus is our best friend.  When
Jesus began to speak of leaving the
Apostles and going back to Heaven, sor-
row filled their heart. (John 16:6) Since
“never man spake like this man,”(John
7:46) when He would teach out on a
mountain somewhere,  thousands would
gather to hear Him. Not only these, but
all that are truly saved feel that Jesus is
precious to them. (I Peter 2:7) Though
we have never seem Him, we can rejoice
over Him with “joy unspeakable and
full of glory.” (I Peter 1:8) Indeed, Jesus
is precious!

But there is a sad note here. Some
who claim to love Jesus must not be
sincere because Paul said, "Grace be
with all them that love our Lord Jesus
Christ in sincerity. Amen."    (Ephesians
6:24)

There are ways a person can test
himself to see if his love for Christ is

sincere. Consider a few of them. (1) Do
we keep His commandments?  Notice:
"He that hath my commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me...."
(John 14:21) (2) Is it a real burden for us
to keep His commandments? Notice:
"For this is the love of God, that we keep
his commandments: and his command-
ments are not grievous."  (1 John 5:3) (3)
Do we enjoy giving to the Cause of
Christ? Speaking of giving to the Lord’s
work, Paul said, "I speak not by com-
mandment, but by occasion of the for-
wardness of others, and to prove the
sincerity of your love."    (2 Corinthians
8:8) (4) When we think about Jesus
being our Savior, do we experience in-
describable joy? Notice 1 Peter 1:8 again:
"Whom having not seen, ye love; in
whom, though now ye see him not, yet
believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeak-
able and full of glory:" (1 Peter 1:8)

There are many blessings that come
to those who love Jesus in a special way.
Consider some of them. The Father and
Jesus will love us in a special way, and
Jesus will manifest more of Himself to
us. (See John 14:21) Another thing, the
Father and the Son will live in our lives
in a greater way. (See John 14:23)

It should lift the spirit of any Chris-
tian to be able to say in sincerity, "Whom
have I in heaven but thee? and there is
none upon earth that I desire beside
thee." (Psalms 73:25)


