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International Crisis Response by BMA Missions
 “Oh God, may you bring relief in a situation that could be catastrophic.

May we extend unbridled compassion with divine wisdom. Amen.”
In BMA Missions leadership

among eight key leaders and
field coordinators, there is an
average cross-cultural experi-
ence of 33.75 years. That calcu-
lates to 270 total years of expe-
rience living in other countries
and/or working in cross-cultural
situations.

All of these leaders lived full
time for multiple years in their
respective fields of service. This
amount of time on the mission
field and working with mission-
aries in dozens of countries has
fostered a deep love for God’s
mission, God’s people, and their
plight as they seem to move
from one calamity to the next.

One issue in missionary ser-
vice that most all have to con-
front and none seem to come to
grips with is abject poverty. In
most places of the world you do
not have to go looking for pov-
erty, it will find you . . . Under
“normal” circumstances many
of these great people live a sub-
sistence lifestyle where they do
not dream about vacations,
401Ks, or retirement leisure;
they think about what will be

eaten for the next meal.
Since living on the edge of

Those in need around the world need our help

survival is a daily reality, any
kind of added pressure from

things like government oppres-
sion, natural disasters, war,
drought, etc., can be the culprit
that pushes them over the edge.
Some of the most conservative
estimations are that in the com-
ing months, upwards of 130
million people in the world will
be in danger of death by starva-
tion as food chains are broken
and unemployment rises as a
result of the Covid-19 pandemic.

What are we doing? What
can we do?

BMA Global Missions first of
all cries out to God each day on
behalf of people around the world
who are most vulnerable. A
quick glance at this potential
situation can bring a sense of
overwhelming helplessness.
There is no way we can help all
those who need help.

Therefore, we do not cry out
to God as a last resort but as the
first and best option. In the
realm of the supernatural, we
believe and trust in God and
pray to him on behalf of the
threatened masses.

And in the realm we are en-

trusted with leading, we act out
of some very clear parameters
and guidelines. In this area of
discussion, we would like to rec-
ommend a useful resource, a
book entitled When Helping
Hurts by Steve Corbett and
Brian Fikkert.

There are also two areas that
we must be clear on before we
proceed with simply throwing
money at a situation:

First, the definition of pov-
erty is not the lack of material
things. In the U.S. we tend to
measure everything in a mon-
etary fashion. That simply can-
not be the measure in every situ-
ation. Truly poverty is a broken
relationship with God, self, oth-
ers, and creation. Only God
through the gospel of Jesus
Christ and the effect of the gos-
pel in our lives can truly bring a
person out of poverty.

Second, we have to be able to
evaluate the current situation
for what it is. Corbett and
Fickkert state in the book that
most every situation fits into
one of three categories: relief,
rehabilitation, or development.
The problem we have as Ameri-
cans many times is the applica-
tion of our affluent standard to

The Financial Impact of COVID-19 on the Church
by Dr. Steve Crawley

BMA of America
The COVID-19 pandemic has

changed our lives in no small
way. These
changes are
pervas ively
reaching into
most every
area of life, but
the most
quantifiable of
the changes
obviously re-
late to our fi-

nances. As church members face
financial challenges, churches
will certainly be impacted.

How might leaders address
these inherent financial chal-
lenges their congregations are
and will be facing due to COVID-
19?

Bill Wilson, director of Cen-
ter for Healthy Churches, esti-
mates that as many as one third
of churches across the United
States may close within the next
five years and that there will be
a 33% decline in giving this year.

Part of the reason for this drop
is obviously related to a gen-
eral prediction that post-pan-
demic church attendance is
expected to drop, particu-
larly among those who are
occasional attendees.

While Wilson’s
estimate is hope-
fully high, a de-
crease in giving is
most likely, as we
are experiencing
first hand at BMA
America’s national

level.
While the current worldwide

pandemic presents a formidable
financial challenge, it also pre-
sents an opportunity for
churches to rethink their
overall strategy for reach-

ing and teaching people—
financially and other-

wise. To thrive and
not merely survive in
this environment
will likely require we
are intentional in our
leadership approach.
Here are four sugges-
tions to consider in

response to the looming finan-
cial challenges we may face:

Preach and Teach
Financial Stewardship

Empirical data provides a
clear correlation between teach-
ing about biblical finance and
higher giving levels. David King,
director of Lake Institute on
Faith & Giving (part of the pres-
tigious Indiana University Lilly
Family School of Philanthropy),
shares that churches that regu-
larly discuss the theological
importance of giving through

Crawley

continued on page 2
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 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God,
and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.
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all peoples, but this, more often
than not, leads to the determi-
nation that every situation is a
relief situation.

Under “normal” circum-
stances around the world there
is a great need for rehabilita-
tion and development that de-
mand great investments of time
and energy, not just money (re-
lief).

Our present worldwide pan-
demic is quickly moving to a
full-blown relief situation. This
simply means that if there is no
intervention, people are going
to die; that is a relief situation.

We understand that most
people in the world are in some-
what of a survival mode. We are
unsure of our futures and we
turn inward to protect me and
mine. That is normal. Let’s not

be normal.
Here are some of our prac-

tices and guidelines we would
like for you to be aware of:

1) BMA Missions is present
in over 80 countries of the world.

2) During this pandemic we
are speaking to our leaders in
those countries at least once a
week to get updates.

3) So far each leader who has
expressed the knowledge of
people or families on the brink
of starvation has been helped by
our churches with aid from our
disaster relief fund.

4) We have been able to help
thousands in multiple countries
through the work of our
churches and missionaries.

5) There is a very well identi-
fied system of implementing
funds through missionaries,
pastors, and churches who are
all connected to our global net-
work and accountable to some-
one beyond themselves.

6) No one should be soliciting

funds from BMA churches in
the U.S. on behalf of BMA enti-
ties or churches around the
world without hearing from our
recognized leadership in those
places.

7) We certainly do not have
unlimited funds, but we will help
all we can.

8) If you desire to help out in
some of these countries around
the world, we would be glad to
speak with you, put you in con-
tact with the leaders in those
places, and help in any way. We
must apply the measure of a
true relief situation in order to
make sure that we are helping
those who are the most vulner-
able right now.

Please join us in praying for
those who are on the edge both
here at home and abroad: “Oh
God, may you bring relief in a
situation that could be cata-
strophic. May we extend un-
bridled compassion with divine
wisdom. Amen.”

Crisis Response
from page 1

sermons, money management
classes, and stewardship train-
ing have significantly higher
levels of giving.

As an example, a recent re-
search project revealed that just
12% of the
1,200 churches
surveyed re-
ported that
they addressed
financial matters on a regular
basis; yet of those that did, 73%
reported increases in giving.

Implement Alternative
Methods of Giving

When conducting my disser-
tation research in 2013-14, I
found that just 6% of churches
affiliated with Baptist Mission-
ary Association of America of-
fered electronic giving options.
Yet much has changed over the
past six years, particularly with
the recent COVID-19 pandemic.
Churches with electronic giv-
ing options in place when the
pandemic hit were better poised
to maintain cash flow. It might

be wise to consider an on-going
option for such giving.

As a practical measure,
Phillip Martin of The Church
Network suggests that churches
send out regular emails on Sat-

urday evenings or Sunday morn-
ings to prompt and remind mem-
bers to give. Further, to over-
come the stigma of on-line giv-
ing and to aid in the act of wor-
ship when members do return,
churches may consider provid-
ing giving cards to place in the
offering plate for those with elec-
tronic drafts containing a simple
statement: “I gave online.”

Be Less Focused on Physical
Assets

We know that the church is
not a building, but our practices
in the U.S. might suggest other-
wise. Billions of dollars are tied
up in physical assets that carry
significant overhead costs.
These costly assets are often
used only a small portion of the
week.

With tighter financial mar-
gins likely, churches will be
forced to become better stew-
ards of their brick and mortar.
This may mean cooperating with
another congregation in the use
of the facilities, or possibly leas-
ing a portion of the property to
generate income.

Set Aside
Sufficient Cash Reserves

Bill Wilson, director for Cen-
ter for Healthy Churches, claims
that based on his years of expe-
riencing in working with
churches, approximately 30% of
congregations operate with little
to no cash reserves. The past
two months provide a good ex-
ample of why it is important to
set aside an emergency fund for
lean times.

Evangelical Council for Fi-
nancial Accountability suggests
churches adopt policies requir-
ing, at a minimum, reserves
adequate to cover accrued des-
ignated gifts and debt service
reserves.

Moreover, it is advisable to be
intentional in building a cash
reserve by incorporating a line
item into the church’s annual
budget; otherwise, it is not likely
to happen. A general rule of
thumb is to aim for 90 days of
cash on hand to cover your oper-
ating costs.

In conclusion, in the midst of
the financial challenges facing
churches across the world, we
recognize God as our Sovereign
Lord and know that he is in
control. The earth and every-
thing in it belongs to the Lord,
and his Word instructs us to be
good stewards of his assets. May
God use the challenges of the
current pandemic to lead us to
become more effective in the use
of his resources, in the fulfill-
ment of the Great Command-
ment, and in carrying out his
Great Commission.

Financial Impact of COVID-19
from page 1

May God use the challenges of the
current pandemic to lead us to become
more effective

Has Covid Got You Down?
So many of us have not had to alter our daily activities very much

due to the 'stay at home' suggestions from the health community.
Some of our 'seniors' are confined due to health limitations and since
many seniors are retired, not very many adjustments were required.
That does not mean that senior citizens were not inconvenienced as
much as anyone else.

So many have been out of work, out of school, and just out of sorts.
I do miss the perceived freedom to just go and do and not worry...
Churches are starting to meet in person again and that is encouraging.
What to do? Well, we adjust and then we just rely upon the Lord.

Ecc 12:13  Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear
God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of
man.
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Assured by the Harvest
I am not counting chickens

before they hatch or peas before
they are picked, but I am thank-
ful of the reminders of God’s
faithfulness that He sends our
way. Reminders are only useful
when they are recognized. How
many of us have a recurring
alarm or event on the calendar?
The more often they ding or ring
the more chances we have to
ignore or overlook them. It may
be easy to think that during this
current time of turmoil all be-
lievers would be fixed and at-
tentive to the work of God in and
around their life, but we also

know how imperfect we are.
The psalmist says in Psalm

147:7–9, “Sing unto the Lord
with thanksgiving; Sing praise
upon the harp unto our God:
Who covereth the heaven with
clouds, Who prepareth rain for
the earth, Who maketh grass to
grow upon the mountains. He
giveth to the beast his food, And
to the young ravens which cry.”
If our inclinations leaned toward
praising God, naturally then He
would have had no need to send
us the words of this Psalm. God
knows we need to be told and
told and told, over and over and
over again: LOOK AT MY

GREAT WORKS. So as I look
out at our garden I don’t beam
with pride for my handiwork. I
see a rows of corn, peas, and
tomatoes and I think, “Man, God
is good.” No our budget isn’t
what it was a few months ago
and no, we haven’t picked the
first fruits of our harvest yet,
but we are still thankful to see
God at work.

The first spiritual fruits we
have witnessed came just be-
fore all the shutdowns that have
affected our churches. We had
our first profession of faith while

serving here at the Home. Just
this past Sunday, with our
church once again corporately
meeting, Isaac came forward to
make his profession known and
to become a candidate for bap-
tism. Pray for him and us dur-
ing these first steps of his dis-
cipleship. Desi continues to do
well while preparing to begin
radiology school this summer.
We are praying that things get
back to normal soon for the
teachers that will be helping
Alexandra with her English as
a Second Language course in

Home's garden planted and awaiting its fruit

preparation for finishing her
GED.

There is a lot of sprouting
growth around here. Please pray
for our potential cases that pre-
date our Stay/Safer at Home
orders, and pray for our first
new potential case since this
pandemic began. It was an ex-
citing day last week to get a call
again for how we could poten-
tially help another young man.
I pray this finds you all in good
health and may God bless His
Gospel wherever it is preached.

Aging: Rounding third and heading home
by Joe McKeever

She hath done what she could.
–Mark 14:8

The little girl was staring up
at Bertha and saying nothing.
Bertha and Gary were newly-
weds, just beginning in minis-
try, and Gary accepted any invi-
tations coming his way – sing,
preach, teach, counsel, what-
ever.  Today, he had sung in the
worship service, and now stood
near the piano talking to the
accompanist.  A few feet away,
her little girl was staring up at
Bertha.

Finally she spoke.
She said, “Do you sing?”
Bertha: “No.  I don’t sing.”
Silence.  The child is process-

ing that. Finally, she speaks
again.

“Do you play the piano?”
“No.  I don’t play the piano.”
More silence.  The child is

thinking.  Then, she speaks and
gives this family a memorable
line we’ve used ever since.

“Don’t you do anything?!”
Those words, that question.
Don’t. You. Do. Anything?
Ministers’ wives are not the

only ones who find themselves
burdened with that expectation.
Seniors in life’s red zone (ask
any football fan) will have an
ever-decreasing list of things
they can do.  The hearing goes,
along with the eyesight, the
taste, the energy.  It’s called life,

and it’s no fun.  But it’s simply a
phase, a transition.

Seniors often ask themselves,
“What can I do?  Can’t I do any-
thing?”

We know God is getting us
ready to shed this earthly shell
in order to don our heavenly
body as we move into our per-
manent quarters.  Scripture
teaches that; we believe it.

Meanwhile, we who are in
this earthly tent do groan.
That’s 2 Corinthians 5:2.

Do we ever!
Growing old is not for sissies,

they keep saying.  And they’re
right.

I heard an old fellow say he is
“rounding third and heading
home.”  Baseball fans under-
stand the terminology. Seniors
get the metaphor.

So, we are left with this ques-
tion.

“What can I do?”
The disciples watched the

woman worshiping Jesus in a
most unusual way.

Being in Bethany at the house
of Simon the leper, as He sat at

the table, a woman came having
an alabaster flask of very costly
oil of spikenard.  Then she broke
the flask and poured it on His
head.  But there were some who

were indignant among them-
selves, and said, ‘Why was this
fragrant oil wasted?  For it might
have been sold for more than
three hundred denarii and given
to the poor.”  And they criticized
her sharply.

But Jesus said, “Let her alone.
Why do you trouble her?  She
has done a good work for Me.
For you have the poor with you
always, and whenever you wish
you may do them good, but Me
you do not have always.  She has
done what she could.  She has
come beforehand to anoint My

body for burial. Assuredly, I say
to you, wherever this gospel is
preached in the whole world,
what this woman has done will
also be told as a memorial to
her.”

Do what you can.  That’s all
He asks.

The woman did not do what
others could have done; she did
what she could.

She did not do as much as you
could have done; she did what
she could.

She did not do what others
expected; she did what she could.

What can you do?  That’s all
He expects.

Seniors vacillate between
Caleb and Barzillai…

Two eighty-year-old men in
the Old Testament pretty much
sum up the two extremes.

Israel was taking Canaan and
dividing up the land as they
went. Old man Caleb had spot-
ted a place he liked.  He said to
Joshua, “I was forty years old
when Moses sent you and me
with the others to spy out this
land.  I brought back word to
him as it was in my heart. And
now, behold, all these years
later, the Lord has kept me alive,
as He said. Here I am this day,
eighty-five years old.  And I am
as strong this day as on the day
that Moses sent me.  As my
strength was then, so now is my
strength for war, both for going
out and for coming in.  Now,

“what can I do?”  You can do whatever
the Lord wants of you, nothing more

and nothing less.  And He will give you
the strength to do it.

Joe McKeever

therefore, give me this land….”
(Joshua 24:6-12).

That’s how the octogenarian
Caleb received Hebron for an
inheritance and became a cham-
pion of old people ever since.

We all want to be like Caleb.
The problem is sometimes

we’re more like Barzillai.
Barzillai was the Ben

Cartwright of his day – fans of
the old Bonanza western will
remember – wealthy and influ-
ential.  When Absalom  led an
insurrection to dethrone his fa-
ther David, the king fled Jerusa-
lem with his wives and house-
hold and lived for several weeks
across the Jordan as guests of
Barzillai. Finally, Absalom was
dead and the rebellion was put
down and David’s people were
returning home.

As they approached the Jor-
dan, David turned to Barzillai,
and in the time-honored way of
good people everywhere, said to
him, “Now, come go home with
me.  I’d like to return your hos-
pitality.”

Barzillai’s answer was clas-
sic.

How long have I to live, that
I should go up with the king to
Jerusalem?  I am today eighty
years old.  Can I discern be-
tween the good and bad?  Can
your servant taste what I eat or
what I drink?  Can I hear any
longer the voice of singing men
and women?  Why then should
your servant be a further bur-
den to my lord the king? Let me

Continued on page 7
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Stimulus Checks
Many in the BMA of Missis-

sippi have already received or
will soon receive their COVID
19 economic stimulus checks. If
you have received your money
and it isn’t necessary for sur-
vival in this economic turndown,
I encourage you to prayerfully
consider donating it to South-
eastern Baptist College. The
school has been hit hard finan-
cially and I know the Lord will
bless you for giving to this vital
ministry of the BMA of Missis-
sippi!

The Best Online
2-Year College

Southeastern Baptist College
is designated by Intelligent.com
as the "Best Two Year Univer-
sity" for Online Bible Colleges
out of 201 institutions across
the U.S. for 2020. That’s twice
in the last 4 years we have been
ranked number one out of hun-

President’s Perspective
“And let us not be weary in

well doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not.”
Galatians 6:9

Southeastern Baptist College
has successfully closed out the
Spring 2020 Semester. We have
eleven students who have com-
pleted their course work and
are eligible for graduation. Be-
cause of COVID 19, graduation
exercises have been moved to
Saturday, August 1, at 11:00
a.m.

As we move into the summer
months, we will be very busy
with numerous projects. We
have numerous students tak-
ing advantage of our Fast Track
Summer Session. It is a full se-
mester of courses that run from
May 26 to June 30, 2020 and

tuition is half
price for credit
hours.

SBC is also
relocating the
library inven-
tory of books.
As you may be
well aware of,
students to-
day rarely uti-
lize hard copy books in their
studies. Most do their research
online and might never consider
entering a library and this is
typical in every college and uni-
versity. Because we must make
the best use of our available
space at the college, the Board
of Trustees approved a plan to
change the nature of our library
from a traditional “browsing”
library, to one that is “on de-

mand” nevertheless. The books
will be relocated to the current
office side of the A.R. Reddin
library building where users
may request their desired
book(s), and the librarian will
then retrieve the items for the
patron. We will continue to ac-
quire new and used books for
our shelves. The space that is
opened up by this move will be
utilized for chapel, a high tech
recording studio, and office
space. The recording studio will
be utilized to develop a new mi-
nor in Christian Recording and
Production. We are hopeful that
we can grow the minor into a
full bachelor’s degree in the fu-
ture.

SBC will soon begin the reno-
vation of the gymnasium floor.
Because of intercollegiate bas-

ketball rule changes, the three-
point line must be moved out-
ward from its current location.
This requires us to expand the
court width an extra two and a
half feet on each side. We antici-
pate this work completed before
the end of summer.

Another major summer
project is the renovation of the
upstairs women’s dormitory and
this is a tremendous opportu-
nity for your church, yourself,
or an organization to adopt as
their contribution to the growth
of SBC. There are eight rooms
and four bathrooms that must
be completely refreshed before
the beginning of the Fall 2020
Semester that begins the sec-
ond week of August. For each
full sponsor, the sponsor’s name
will be placed on a plaque on the
door of the suite. Each suite will
cost $7,200 to renovate. Please
refer to the adjacent flyer for
more details.
The renovations include:

A. New wallboard, flooring,
doors, ceiling, windows, light-
ing, and furniture for two stu-

dents per suite.
B. The removal of old air-con-

dition window units.
C. The replacement of wall-

board, flooring, doors, ceiling,
vanity, shower unit, commode,
and lighting in each bathroom.

D. New flooring throughout
the main hallway.

E. Two new fire exit, “crash”
doors.
For the coming Fall Semester,
we fully anticipate filling to ca-
pacity all our dormitory rooms
in both in the men’s and women’s
dorms! Please pray that the Lord
continues to bless our recruit-
ing efforts.

The Lord is blessing us in so
many ways even during these
economically challenging times.
We are moving forward with
the plan to be fully functional
again at the beginning the Fall
Semester with students living
and studying on campus.

The Lord continues to be on
the move on the SBC campus
and we must keep up with Him!

Equipping the Saints!
Dr. Carson

dreds of colleges and universi-
ties. And, we have consistently
been in the top 25. SBC is also
one of the top 10, least expen-
sive schools among thousands
of colleges in the country. Con-
tact the SBC Admissions Of-
ficer today at 601-426-6346.

Available Scholarships
The Arnold Knight Memorial

RLF Scholarship is available
every semester to Baptist Mis-
sionary Association ministers
who take classes at Southeast-
ern Baptist College. These funds
are administered by the BMA of
Mississippi Revolving Loan
Fund.  Contact our Financial
Aid Officer, Ginny Singleton for
more information.

SBC Choir
Do you want to sing for the

Lord in our choir and receive
college credit for it! Find out
how by contacting Krista
McKenzie at 601-426-6346.

Veterans Benefits
SBC possesses the Gold

Award level as a military
friendly college! Have you
served in America’s armed
forces? Then you probably have
Veterans Administration tu-
ition benefits that you can use
toward a free education right
here at SBC. I urge you to con-
tact your local VA representa-
tive for an evaluation of your
benefits. You earned them! SBC
has numerous students receiv-
ing VA assistance for both online
and in-classroom tuition.

Amazon Smile
Anybody shopping on Ama-

zon can select Southeastern
Baptist College as your charity.
When you do this, a portion of
your purchase price will go di-
rectly to SBC as a donation from
Amazon!

SBC Sports Gear
SBC Charger sports clothing

and gear are available online
and get 20% off when ordering
more than $80. Go to this
website: http://
athletics.southeasternbaptist.edu/
shop-southeastern-baptist-
chargers

Lighthouse Café
The SBC Lighthouse Café is

closed until further notice.
Nearly all of our students have
chosen to study from home and
the café was unable to find a
reliable source of supplies. We
plan to reopen the café at the
Fall Semester.

Contractors inspect gym floor in order to expand the width of the basketball
court on both sides to accommodate the new college rules of moving the
three-point line out 8 inches.

- Go here to see announcements for other sports tryouts -
http://athletics.southeasternbaptist.edu/
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Commencement Postponement
The 2020 Southeastern Baptist College graduation ceremony is

postponed to Saturday, August 1, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. and will be held
in the College gym.  Dr. John Adams is our guest speaker. Dr. Adams
is an alumnus, Pastor of First Baptist Church of Mantachie, Mississippi,
and the Director of the Moral Action of Mississippi. Congratulations to
our graduates!

Associate of Arts in Bible:
Jeffrey C. Jasper
Alvin Walker

Associate of Arts in Business:
Mae L. Evans

Associate of Arts in General Education:
Garin Arabie
Tyra J. Conerly
Temeshia R. Gray
MiKayla K. Laster
Deseree N. Moore

Bachelor of Science in Church Ministries:
Nathaniel J. Brown
David N. Ledlow

Bachelor of Science in Business Administration:
Hannah E. Mayerhoff

Spring 2020 Semester Honor Roll
Congratulations to our outstanding students who excelled in their

studies and making the Honor Roll:
President’s List

RANK NAME HOURS GPA
1 Tyra Conerly, Columbia, MS   20 4.00
2 Maloree Lee, Purvis, MS 16 4.00
3 Thomas Jackson, Hattiesburg, MS 15 4.00

Christopher Spence, Lake, MS 15 4.00
4 Patti Armour, Laurel, MS 13 4.00
5 Mae Evans, Louin, MS 12 4.00

Dean’s List
1 Temeshia Gray, Sterlington, LA 17 3.82
2 Averii Cotton, Heidelberg, MS 16 3.81

Daylyn Croom, Hattiesburg, MS 16 3.81
Jacobi York, Philadelphia, MS 16 3.81

3 Nathaniel Brown, Lucedale, MS 12 3.75
4 Deseree Moore, Gulfport, MS 17 3.65

Dean Walker meets with Summer 2020 Bible professors.

Right
Assistant Men’s
Basketball Coach,
Geno White, signs
Devonta Pittman
from Wayne
County Schools.

Left
Michael Fitzpatrick
from St. Patrick
Catholic High
School in Biloxi,
signs with the
Chargers!

Basketball Recruits Sign with SBC

Work on the SBC library has started BMA Missions’ Appeal For Disaster Relief Funds
by Eric Johnson

International Missions

Over the past several weeks,
we have seen an unprecedented
amount of instability related to
food availability around the
world. BMA churches, mission-
aries, and ministries have re-
sponded with great love while
trying to meet the challenges
that are being faced. BMMI,
Water for Christ, EIM and oth-
ers are doing what they can to
help alleviate the need in many
areas.

Through BMA Missions, we
have been assisting missionar-
ies, churches, and associations
to help give food relief to people
in need. The purpose and efforts
of Missions is not one of hu-
manitarian relief.  We exist to
fulfill the mission of God through
the preaching of the gospel,
making disciples, and planting
churches; yet through the gen-
erosity of our churches we are
able to help people in physical
ways when unforeseen disas-

ters strike.
In the past, natural calami-

ties such as tornadoes, typhoons,
or earthquakes have necessi-
tated the use of BMAA disaster
relief funds. More recently, it
has been hunger due to unem-
ployment and food shortages
related to COVID-19.

To date, since the pandemic
began, countries in Asia, Africa,
Europe, Latin America, and the
Middle East have received as-
sistance through BMAA Mis-
sions. Everything possible has
been done to make good use of
these funds.

However, because of the glo-
bal nature of this pandemic, we
are quickly depleting the funds
available for disaster relief. Mis-
sions giving is essential, and we
trust the Lord that our churches

can continue to give for the gos-
pel to be preached to the na-
tions. We thank you for that.

Our request today is that if
you are able to add an offering
for disaster relief to your mis-
sions giving, it will be timely
and used to help people in need.

Since the pandemic began,
thousands of people in BMA
churches around the globe
would otherwise have gone hun-
gry if not for God’s grace shown
in the generosity of BMA
America
churches.

Because of your gifts of love,
people have had food to eat. This
has also resulted in opportuni-
ties to share the love of God in
the gospel of Jesus Christ. May
God continue to use BMA
churches to share the gospel
with the world.

(Go to bmamissions.org/do-
nate, then choose “Disaster Re-
lief Fund” or click on this link:
https://app.securegive.com/
BMAMissions/main/donate/cat-
egory)

Be Not As
Horses Or Mules

by Bro. Grover Laird
"Be ye not as the horse, or as the
mule, which have no understand-
ing: whose mouth must be held in
with bit and bridle, lest they come
near unto thee." (Psalms 32:9)

Man is not just another ani-
mal. Unlike the beast of the field,
man is “a living soul,” (Genesis
2:7) “made after the similitude of
God.” (James 3:9) Yet to his dis-
grace, he often acts as a beast.
(Psalms 32:9) Sometimes he
doesn’t show as much intelligence
as one. (Isaiah 1:3; Jeremiah 8:7)

In the verse before us, man is
asked not to act as an horse or as

a mule. Here the Psalmist is re-
buking man for refusing to do
what is right until he is pres-
sured to do so. God wants us to
live a holy, separated life. He
wants us to faithfully serve Him
through His church. He wants us
to delight in Him, rejoice in Him,
and walk with Him. Yet He wants
us to do these things because we
love Him and desire to please
Him. He does not want us to serve
Him just because we are under
pressure, or because things work
better for us when we do.

Because our Heavenly Father
wants the wayward to get right
without rebuke or pressure, He
often gives man a grace period
when he neglects to straighten

up his life. (11 Chronicles
11:17;12:1,2} Some misunder-
stand this grace period and feel
that they are getting by with their
sinful, selfish living. (Ecclesiastes
8:11) Not so! Wrong will be suf-
fered for. (Hebrews 12:6;
Galatians 6:7,8) God just wants
us to return on our own.

This does not mean, however,
that it is wrong to pray for the
Lord to keep us in His will less we
forget or grow weak. The Psalm-
ist prayed for this-- “Make me to
go in the path of thy command-
ments; for therein do I delight.”
{Psalms 119:35) The person that
our text is rebuking is one who
knows the will of God but makes
no effort to do it until the Lord
troubles his life.

What the Lord really wants is
for us to stop and do some sober
thinking on our own. He wants
us to think about His goodness,
mercy, and grace. Think about
Calvary, a perishing world, ma-
terial things, and eternal things.
Then, by His grace, be faithful
because we have a feeling for oth-
ers and a love for Him.

It was Christ’s love for Paul
that seemed to keep him faithful,
and it should be the same with
us-- “For the love of Christ
constraineth us; because we thus
judge, that if one died for all, then
were all dead: And that he died
for all, that they which live should
not henceforth live unto them-
selves, but unto him which died
for them, and rose again." (2
Corinthians 5:14,15: Read also
Romans 12:1; Acts 20:24; 21:13)
Taken from Sermons Devotion-
als Thoughts
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ADAPTING ON THE FIELD

The Poirier’s Ministry Update

We occupied ourselves while  in confinement

Darlene Carey Academy Construction Progress
Below is a short report from

Doug Lee, president of BMA
Bible College in the Philippines.
The work in the Philippines is
affected by the Covid-19 virus
just as is our work here at home.
They are making progress and
we appreciate their dedication.

by Doug Lee
Quarantine Lockdown has

had minimal effect on the con-
struction of the Darlene Carey
Christian Academy.  We have
been in quarantine for eight
weeks, but the workers are liv-
ing on the work site.  We are

praying the first
phase will be
completed by
August when
school begins.

Phase One will
ac commodat e
Grades 1-6.  We
are still in need
of funds.  If you
would like to be a
part of this
project, funds
may be sent to
BMA Missions office, Doug Lee
or Jimmy Walker, P.O. Box 878,
Conway, AR 72033.  Please des-

ignate on your check: Darlene
Carey Christian Academy.

by Mike Poirier
BMA Missionary in Canada
pasteurpoirier@gmail.com
During this time of

confinement it is I would say it
as been profitable to us. Study,
prayer, goal planning has been
on the go since we are back
home. I am not use to doing live
video for church. It has been
different standing in front a
telephone and pretending that
I am talking to a crowd. When
you are use to hear AMEN,
PRAISE THE LORD, GLORY,
HALLELUJAHS, and now
SILENCE, it is kind of different.

I like to be at church one
hour early to welcome church
people, new visitors, having a
coffee and having fellowship and
prayer before the service. Well,

it’s not happening and we don’t
know when it will be. Every
church establishment is closed
and we cannot gather. I would
say that this virus has changed
the course of our ministry. I am
working on a new type of
evangelization to reach the
people of Levis without having
physical contact with them.
That will be different.

Quebec
It is the 23rd of May and all

non-essential stores or
entreprises are still close and
will be till the end of the month.
As of the 18th of May the road
block from municipality has
been lifted. Our people are
anxious to be in church and so
am I. We pray that everything

we come to normal
after this epidemic and
people will seek Christ
in their life.

Haiti
The country of Haiti

has not been affected
like ours with the
virus, but the country
is careful and not
letting anyone in the country
because of probable infection
with the Covid-19. The life of
the people has been under
financial stress, everything has
doubled in price except the
wages. People are struggling to
get food each day plus the
insecurity with the attacks of
gangs in the street growing to
the point of causing fear to all
the people of Haiti.  There are
no planes flying in our out of
Haiti at this time. Our churches
are doing good despite the
situation. They ask your

prayers for supply of water and
food. May God answer their plea
as the need of his people is very
real.

Africa
Cameroon Africa - the virus

affected the attendance at
church from regular attendance
of 60 dropping to 25. People are
carefully keeping distance. We
have people that travel one hour
to get to church and these are
the one who fear to get sick and
it is understandable.

The church received 15 water

filters from Water for Christ
and are very thankful for that.
They have 4 people who request
baptism, Praise the Lord ! Other
countries in Africa have show
interest to have a church in
their area and we ask the Lord
for leading in that area.

Thank you for your prayers
and support to our ministry, we
pray that our work has not been
in vain even with this virus
that affected the world. We pray
that people will resume where
they left and keep serving our
Lord no matter where they are.

Pray for safety from Covid-
19, supply of French bibles for
our ministry and other French
countries, for our
evangelization program, and
determination for our churches
to seek to preach to the lost.

May God bless you and
protect you in your ministry.

For the cause of Christ- Jer
33:3

Secrets to a long pastorate
by Dr. Allen Tilley

I just celebrated my twenty-
first anniversary as pastor at
my church. Although we’ve had
lots of ups and downs over the
years, I’m more in love with the
church than when I first started.
Pastors often ask me for the
“secret” to a long-term pastor-
ate. While no single formula
exists, the following eight “se-
crets” have guided me along the
way.

Secret #1
 There is no secret. While

there are lots of things that can
shorten a ministry, no one an-
swer fits every pastor or church
because God created us uniquely
different. The best advice I’ve
received was from a Rick War-
ren conference years ago. He
said, “Don’t take my program
back home and try to imple-

ment it without considering
your personality and your
church’s identity. If you do, it’s
sure to fail.” Being a pastor, I

love acronyms (if you don’t be-
lieve me, ask my people). For
me, the following seven remain-
ing “secrets” can be best sum-
marized with the word:
G.L.O.W.I.N.G.

Secret #2
Grow spiritually. Being a pas-

tor means we are involved in
the fiercest of spiritual battles.
Satan is never happy with
churches or pastors. As a result,
an intimate walk with the Lord
is not only preferred; it is man-
datory. Although we never “ar-
rive” spiritually, we must pas-

sionately cling to Him, growing,
developing, and maturing in our
relationship with Him.

Secret #3
Love people. Let’s face it men.

We are in the people business.
Yes, people can be messy crea-
tures who seem broken continu-

ously. Our job isn’t to fix people
but to love them in Jesus’ name.
Being under-shepherds to the
Great Shepherd, we must genu-
inely love all the sheep not just
those who are loveable. Your
people will be willing to over-
look your faults if they know
that you love them uncondition-
ally.

Secret #4
Outwardly focused. Pastors

and churches that emphasize
fulfilling the Great Commission
tend to have fewer problems
whereas pastors and churches
that treat the church like a coun-
try club for the saints become
self-centered and critical. As
pastors, we must teach our
people that winning and
discipling the lost must come
before personal conveniences.

Secret #5
Weather Storms. No ideal jobs

exist, even for pastors. By run-
ning at the first sign of trouble,
we rob ourselves and our people
of the insights that can only be
learned by sticking together
through tough times. My men-
tor, E.D. Sarratt, once said, “If
the grass looks greener on the
other side, it’s probably because
there is a septic tank over there.”
Instead of letting the naysayers
get the best of you, give them
over to the Lord, love on them,
and keep pressing forward.

Secret #6
Inspire by example. I pastor

with these three thoughts al-
ways in mind. First, my people
would rather see a sermon in-
stead of hearing a sermon. Sec-
ond, a picture paints a thou-

When you pray, ask God to
let you grow old together

with your people

Allen Tilley

sand words. Third, faith is more
caught than it is taught. There-
fore, I must live how I expect my
people to live. To do differently
is hypocritical.

Secret #7
Never abuse trust. Both our

position and our tenure gener-
ate trust. It takes years to build
but only seconds to destroy. Al-
though we cannot live up to
man’s expectations, we must be
men of integrity and faith at all
times. We must also guard our
people’s confidentiality, even
when we feel threatened by
those same people. Once people
know they can trust us, they
will follow us.

Secret #8
God’s grace. A long-tenured

pastorate is the result of God’s
grace working on our behalf. In
my ministry, God has blessed
more in spite of me than be-
cause of me. When you pray, ask
God to let you grow old together
with your people. I believe that’s
the kind of prayer that God loves
to answer.

Dr. Allen Tilley is pastor of
First Baptist Church of

Carthage, Texas.
Contact him at

allen@firstbaptistcarthage.com.

Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of

God. That which is born of the
flesh is flesh; and that which
is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not that I said unto

thee, Ye must be born again. 
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Dr. Adams

Moral Action Emphasis
by Dr. John M. Adams

1. I wish to share our joy in the efforts to visit
the State Capitol in Jackson and for the work of
19th District State Representative Randy Boyd.
Randy is a Deacon at First Baptist Church,
Mantachie. He has graciously over the years
introduced me to State Representatives and Mis-
sissippi State Senators and Chairmen of the Com-
mittees that Moral Action ministries are inter-
ested in. Since 2008 we have made friends of our
leading State Officers and have led in Senate and
House prayers 14 times.

2.We continue to have our Capitol Prayer walks
twice a year and I truly appreciate the pastor's

and laymen who have joined with us.
3. Our 2020 Moral Action Freedom offering will

celebrate our July 4th Sundays of
June 28th and July 5th. Please
ask your pastor and classes to
lead out in taking this once a year
offering. Our Agency is smal,l but
oh, what a witness the BMA of
Mississippi has for Moral Living
and the desire to honor Jesus
Christ.

Darla and I count it the highest
honor to work for you and our great churches.

return home again, that I may
die in my own city, near the
grave of my father and mother.
(2 Samuel 19:31-39).

We know the feeling, don’t
we?

Food has lost its taste, he
can’t hear a thing, the pleasures
he can enjoy are fewer and fewer
all the time. One of his greatest
pleasures is just staying home.
Know that feeling too, do you?

Now, before we leave this old
gentleman, notice what he did.
He suddenly had a bright idea.
Seeing the young man
Chimham standing there – was
he a son or grandson or servant?
We have no way of knowing – he
said to David, “But here is your
servant Chimham.  Let him
cross over with my lord the king
and do for him what seems good
to you.”  David said, “Chimham
shall cross over with me, and I
will do for him what seems good
to you.”  (19:38-39)

For generations to come, de-
scendants of Chimham lived in
the Bethlehem region, doubt-
less on the estate David granted
their ancestor.  See Jeremiah
41:17.

Barzillai did what he could.
Sometimes we seniors feel

energized, sometimes we feel
like we’re almost gone.  But we
do what we can.

We can do all things through
Christ who strengthens us.

My grandmother was eighty-
seven and fading fast.  My
mother called from the family
farm to tell me Grandma had
been taken to the hospital in
Birmingham and the family was
gathering.

Bessie Lowery McKeever may
have been the godliest person I
ever knew.  Widowed at age 40
while carrying her twelfth child,
she lived another forty-seven
years.  Her life was hard but she
was faithful to her Lord Jesus
Christ.  I have her Bible. It’s
marked up and precious to me.

I entered the hospital room
where some of her children had
gathered. Two or three of her
daughters were tending to her
at the bed. When I entered, she
recognized me and held up her
hands.  I walked to the bed, bent
over to kiss her, and she kissed
me.  I said, “How are you,
Grandma?”  In a tiny voice, she
said, “I’m almost gone.”

I said, “Grandma, I know you
have a scripture on your heart
today.  What is it?”

From that frail body, with a
weak voice, she said, “I can
do…all things…through Christ
who strengthens me…”

I almost laughed.  Here she is
almost wasted away, confined
to this bed, unable to do any-
thing.  But she can do all things
through Christ!  I wanted to
shout, “Hallelujah!  What a vic-
tory we have in Christ.”

That promise from
Philippians 4:13 does not mean
we can do “anything.”  I cannot
play in the NFL or NBA.  I
cannot be a rocket scientist and
cannot be President of the
United States.  But what I can
do is whatever my Lord asks of
me today.

And what He was asking of
my wonderful Grandmother
Bessie was that she lie back in
His arms and let Him take her
to Heaven.

She did that so beautifully.
My brother Ron and I

preached her funeral a few days
later.  She is with the Lord Jesus
at this moment.  I will see her
again.  I can’t wait.

That’s the answer to the ques-
tion “what can I do?”  You can do
whatever the Lord wants of you,
nothing more and nothing less.
And He will give you the
strength to do it.

What’s keeping you from
obeying?

Aging
from page 3

Former BMA Pastor
Freddy Mills Dies

Funeral services for Freddy
Mills, Sr. were held May 16,
2020 at the
F a i t h w a y
B a p t i s t
Church. Bro.
Mills, age 70,
passed away
on Saturday,
May 9, 2020
at Marion General Hospital.
Elder Dewitt Bain, Elder Brent
Robbins and Elder David Moree
officiated.

Freddy Mills, Sr. was born on
December 19, 1949 in Laurel,
Mississippi, to Lawrence Ray
Mills and Edith Mae Holifield
Mills. He attended Pearl River
Community College and owned
Mills Body Shop. He was a faith-
ful preacher since 1985. His
church affiliations include,
Faithway Baptist Church,
Shiloh Baptist in Kosciusko,
French Road Baptist in
Indianola, Southgate Baptist in
Monticello, Grace Baptist in Co-
lumbia and Cooley Springs Bap-
tist in Mt. Olive.

Freddy Mills
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Jason Howard
Director
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If Walls Could Speak
Recently I was reading

through a series of books titled
“A Noble Company – Essays on
Notable Particular/Regular Mis-
sionary Baptists in America,” I
came across a discourse deliv-
ered in the early 1700’s by a
Baptist minister named Samuel
Caldwell, which I have provided.
Reading this made me think of
one of the many overzealous dis-
cussions between myself and
some other ministers while at-
tending Southeastern Baptist
College. A statement was made
by a preacher brother concern-
ing the sanctuary in the church
building where he pastored. It
went something like this, “If I
want to take all the pews out
and have a football game in the
sanctuary I will.” That did not
sit right with me then, and it
still doesn’t to this day. That
sanctuary is a place dedicated

to the glory of God. Sadly, many
things going on in sanctuaries
today are far more injurious
than they are glorious.

“A meeting-house comes to
have a life, a bi-
ography, of its
own. It enters so
much into the
life of successive
generations of
worshippers, it
is so invested
with their feel-
ing, it so invests
itself in their desire and rever-
ence, Sabbaths have dropped
into it such precious deposits,
that its dead wood becomes vi-
tal and redolent with spiritual
qualities. Its beginnings, its im-
provements, its decay, take all
the interest of human history
from the uses it serves, and the
spiritual facts it represents, -
from the purposes it embodies,

and the persons whose religious
life it nourishes. Like a person,
it gathers character, influence,
associations, history, even love,
as it does spiritual offspring,
with years. It stands a vener-
able witness of the changes and
fortunes of society, to whose sta-
bility and better life it has been
a minister. It is born of the reli-
gious spirit of people, and lives
out of their deepest life; it draws
their frequent feet to its doors;
it is the great minister to their
moral wants and education; it
becomes involved in their his-
tory, and is part even of the
material civilization. It is the
house of the soul, the meeting-
place of the finite and infinite,
“the gate of heaven.” It is sanc-
tified by the word of God and
prayer. It is dedicated to Christ,
and his holy, ever coming, ever-
lasting kingdom. And so by all
that goes into it, and all that
comes out of it; by what we give
it and what we take; because so
much of our best affections are
invested in it; because it is built

not in the earth, but really in
the imperishable needs of our
spiritual nature, in the eternal
laws of our moral and immortal
life; because it stands in the
world for God, for his truth, for
righteousness, for a world to
come; because it has a voice and
speaks from God to men, and
back from men to God; by all the
privilege and ministry it is; by
the light and comfort and ben-
efit there is in it; by all the part
it has in our Christian faith,
and through that in our better
hours and our nobler life; by all
it has cost from beginning to
end, as well as by all it has
accomplished; by all the influ-
ence it has had on the life going
on around it, as well as by the
life, the religion, the church
which has grown up within it, -
does the history of a meeting
house take into itself an inter-
est corresponding.”
Amen
Jason Howard
jasonowenshoward@gmail.com
601-394-8723

2020 National GMA Camp Cancelled
National GMA Covid-19 Update

by Laurie Hicks, National Director of Youth Auxiliaries

We know God has a plan
that is bigger than all of this

It was a hard decision for the
National GMA Advisory Coun-
cil, but we voted to cancel the
2020 National GMA Camp.
There are so many uncertain-
ties during this time, and we
felt it was a decision that had to
be made. We know God has a
plan that is bigger than all of
this, and we are praying for His
direction in how to proceed with
future plans for the National
GMA.

Since National Camp has
been canceled, the GMA Advi-
sory Council has voted to allow
all 2019-20 officers that are will-
ing to serve to continue as offic-
ers for 2020-2021. We under-
stand that some girls may not
be able to continue to serve and
some may have to be appointed
to fill vacant positions. There-
fore, we are asking girls that
qualify and feel led to be a na-
tional officer for the 2020-2021

year to fill out the officer survey
form. The National GMA Advi-
sory Council will deter-
mine if the applicant is
qualified to fill a needed
position. Girls may also
be chosen to work with
some current officers in
mentoring situations,
and some may be se-
lected to work as sup-
port officers for the next year.

The Advisory Council voted
to keep the same theme and

project for 2020-2021 — 95%
Freeman BMA Philippines

building remodeling and 5%
General Fund. Groups that have
raised money for the project this

year are asked to go ahead and
send it to Kristin Herring by
Aug. 1, 2020. Bro. Freeman
needs the funds to get started
on the project. Next year’s
project money will be due Aug.
1, 2021. Awards will not be given
for project money sent this year

but will be given for
the total of funds sent
this year and next
year.
Some T-shirts were
already printed for
camp, and they are
available in a limited

supply. If anyone is interested,
contact Mandy Townsend.

The Advisory Council is rec-

ommending that the National
GMA give Daniel Springs a love
offering of $5,000 to help allevi-
ate some of the financial bur-
dens due to camps being can-
celled because of Covid-19. The
Council is asking for each church
to cast a vote of approval for the
love offering on the Google Docs
Vote being disseminated by
state and district promoters.

GMA Counselors should be
watching their email because
they will get all of this informa-
tion with links to all forms, sur-
veys and contact information in
an email from their district pro-
moters.

Scripture Thoughts by Cleaver

I John 1.5 - This then is the
message which we have heard
of him, and declare unto you,
that God is light, and in him is
no darkness at all. 

What a contrast in darkness
and light! It is so simple to see
the difference in darkness and
light. John is saying it is so
simple not only to see the differ-
ence, but also to feel, know, and
actually be in the light rather
than the darkness. Jesus was
revealed in the flesh by His Fa-
ther. John saw Him, walked
with Him, ate with Him, lis-
tened to Him, learned from Him,
and now declares that revela-
tory experience to his readers.
The Egyptians experienced a
“darkness that can be felt (Exo-
dus 10.21).”

Jude (13)
writes of a “black-
ness of darkness.”
Darkness disori-
ents anyone who
tries to navigate
in it. Walking in
darkness leads to
an uncertain and
questionable journey's end.
Walking in the light of Christ
leads one to the place God in-
tended.  Each human being is a
unique and lovely creation of
the Father. He wants His chil-
dren to walk in light.  He sent
His Son, Jesus, to light that
way.

Dear Reader, will you allow
the light of the Lord to illumi-
nate your path in life right now?

1 John 2.1 - My little children,
these things write I unto you,
that ye sin not. And if any man
sin, we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous: 

Because I live in a skin suit, I
will sin. Even though I may be a
committed Christian of many
years’ journey and dedication to
His cause and to His Church, I
will stumble and fall and sin -
and sin significantly. What does
one do when this happens? John
is instructing us that Jesus is
our advocate with the Father
when this happens.  We must
call on our advocate to confess
our sins. The Last Apostle says
something similar regarding his

own life as he faced a daily battle
with good and evil in his own
actions (Romans 7.24-25). “O
wretched man that I am! who
shall deliver me from the body
of this death? I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord”.

Yes, Good Reader, when we
sin, we have an advocate. An
advocate is a supporter, a
backer, a campaigner for our
best interests and good. Jesus
Christ is our advocate on high.
Let us call on Him right now.
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He wants His children to walk in light.
He sent His Son, Jesus, to light that way.


