
JOURNAL OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF MISSISSIPPI

JUNE 15, 2006 VOL. 60   NO. 12

On The Web at msbaptist.org

Email  editor@msbaptist.org

Celebrating

200 Years

1806 - 2006

BMA of Mississippi

July 4-6

SOAR 2006SOAR 2006SOAR 2006SOAR 2006SOAR 2006
Vintage – “Of Old,
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Interest, Importance or
Quality”

SOAR 2006 promises to be an
event to remember! SOAR has be-
come a Vintage marker in the BMA
of America. SOAR is a conference
that has evolved and changed with
the times but has never lost sight of
its mission and purpose to proclaim
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The Gospel is Vintage! The Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ is a message that
is timeless. It is always relevant.
Even though it is a message that is
thousands of years old it never goes
out of style and it has the power to
redeem lives from death to life!

SOAR speakers are David
Dickson, Donny Parrish, Josh and
Luke McCown, Scott Attebery, and
Steven Carroll. Sessions on the Pur-
pose, Power, Passion, Plan, and
Purity of the Gospel of Jesus Christ
will be presented. In addition, the
group Shane and Shane, who have
an amazing heart to see the Gospel
proclaimed, will lead a session. They
will weave music and message that
promises to be an incredible time for
SOAR attendees. The SOAR band
will lead in worship with David

Attebery and Aaron Williams.
The SOAR villages will feature

themes from the five purposes of the
SOAR conference including, Wor-
ship, Discipleship, Missions, and
Fellowship. Student Pastors and
their youth groups are designing
the villages. These villages will in-
clude fun events, great teaching,
and give students a chance to get
some great resources to take home
with them.

Late Nights will feature the Livin
It Skate Team and pianist Alisa
Turner. Livin It is Christian profes-
sional skateboarders who will per-
form a 45-minute demonstration and
share their faith with students. Alisa
is an incredible pianist and up and
coming Christian artist. She will share
songs she has written bringing glory
to the Father.

The deadline for early registra-
tion is June 9th. Go to
www.dcmstudents.org to print off
SOAR information and register on-
line or print your registration form to
mail in. Hotel information and other
details will be available there as well
in the weeks to come such as park-
ing, ideas for places to eat, student
drop off, registration, etc… Check
for information in the weeks preced-
ing SOAR 2006. For more informa-
tion call the DCM office at 501-513-
3726.

SOAR
July 4 - 6, 2006

Adam's Mark Hotel, Dallas, TX
Room Rate $79 @ 800-444-2326

Registration $50 ~ June 9 Deadline
www.dcmstudents.org or DCM @ 501-513-3726

Are You Making Disciples?
By Jerry Burnaman

BMA of Texas Missions Director
Our great challenge in ministry

and starting new churches is to re-
produce ourselves so that we ag-
gressively reach our society with
the Gospel. Thus, I am sharing a few
thoughts from the Great Commis-
sion, (Matthew 28:16-20).

What is the basic way of learning
a new task or process? How does a
child learn to walk? The child watches
adults walking around and the idea
of walking is implanted in the young
mind. Then one day, after crawling
for several weeks or months, the
child pulls up using a table or chair
and begins to walk. The child learns
from someone else,

Our Command
The same process is necessary

for making disciples. The command
in the Great Commission is not "go"
but "make disciples." Here is the
idea: "While you are going make
disciples." The term "disciples" was
the most popular name for the early
believers. Being a disciple meant
more than being a convert or church
member. Apprentice is a good
equivalent term. A disciple attached

himself to a teacher, identified with
him, learned from him, and lived with
him.

A disciple, then, is one who has
believed on Jesus Christ and ex-
pressed faith by being baptized. He
remains in the fellowship that he
might be taught the truths of the
faith (Acts 2:41-47). He is then able
to go out and win others and teach
them to become mature reproducing
believers, This is the pattern of the
New Testament church (2 Timothy
2:1-2).

There is one thing Jesus tells us
that is crystal clear: He commands
us to "make disciples." As one of his
disciples, you know very well what
he means.

Our Model
When Jesus called the disciples

from a secular vocation to follow
him, it was a bold change. His words
to Simon and Andrew in Mark I were
"Follow me;" a simple phrase, yet
one loaded with meaning.

Living with Him.
Jesus expected them to leave what

they were doing in order to physi-
cally walk after him. For three years

after this call the 12 disciples lived
with him, walking the dusty trails of
Palestine to many different places
and sought food and shelter in vari-
ous ways.

They saw Jesus in the morning
when he got up and at night when he
laid down. They watched him pray,
heal, preach and teach. They ob-
served Jesus in his dealings with
difficult people. Through all of their
experiences with him, they learned
that Jesus' lifestyle was radically
different from the one they had
learned from birth. They were chal-
lenged to a new life.

Learning how to be his disciple.
This new life did not come easily

to them. Naturally, they were brash,
selfish and uncaring. Jesus had to
teach them to be gentle, giving and
compassionate. On many occasions
he took the disciples aside (for ex-
ample, Matthew 5-7) in order to in-
struct them. When he told parables,
he would explain the meaning to
them after the crowds had departed.
The disciples were as "deaf' as the
crowds when it came to understand-

continued on page 4

Finishing Strong
By Steve Crawley

Director of Church Ministries
Springhill Baptist Church

Greenbrier, Arkansas
National Brotherhood Sermon

(Courtesy of the Baptist Trumpet)
I have been taught to preach from

the overflow, and I have to share a
blessing with you. We’re staying at
the Ramada Inn here in Mobile, and
last night after the meeting I was
talking to the clerk at the hotel and
asked her if anybody had ever told
her what Jesus had done for her.

Someone had. I don’t know if any
of you were the one, but someone
with the BMA had given her a tract.

As we began to talk about the tract,
I opened my Bible and shared the
gospel with her again. I said, “I know
you’re on duty and we don’t have
much time, but I’m going to go to my

room and get
you another
tract.” And I did.

I waited until
there was a lull
at the desk, then
I went through
that tract with
her and shared
the gospel once
again. As I left, I
gave her my

number and asked her to call me if
she had any questions.

About 10:30, the phone rang and
she said, “Thank you so much for
sharing the gospel. I’ve just prayed
to receive Christ.” Praise the Lord;
that’s what it’s all about!

“Wherefore seeing we also are
compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside
every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set
before us.

Looking unto Jesus the author
and finisher of our faith; who for the

Steve Crawley continued on page 2
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Ages 10-12: The Weird years
I call these the weird years be-

cause your child is in a major transi-
tion period. They are not little bitty
kids anymore. They are not teenag-
ers. Sometimes they can act so ma-
ture and be so loving. In the very
next moment, they can seem like a
two year old and be pitching a hissy
fit. (For those of you not from the
south, pitching a hissy fit is not the
same as throwing a wall-eyed fit.)
Both are unacceptable behaviors.

As with all age groups, you must
employ the Ephesians 6:1-3 prin-
ciples. Verse one is an action. Verse
2 is an attitude. Verse 3 is an assur-
ance. You must have your children
honor and obey you at all times so it
will go well with them in life. Failure
to teach your children to honor and
obey you is tantamount to social
and spiritual child abuse. It is social
child abuse because your child will
grow up never respecting authority
and get in trouble with teachers,
police and in the future, a boss in the
workplace. It is spiritual child abuse
because if they don't honor and
obey you, how can they ever be
expected to honor and obey God.
You are to apply God's government
here on earth in the life of your
children.

This is a very critical age. All of a
human being's morals and convic-
tions are largely in place by age 10 or
11. It doesn't mean that people can't
learn new things. It doesn't mean
that people can't continue to grow.
We all do our entire life, but the
guiding principles we carry through
our life, right or wrong, are set in
these years. You don't have to tell a
teen that it is wrong to cheat, lie or
steal. They know these things. You
have to help them make good deci-
sions. But in these years before 13,
you are setting the foundations of
their life. So much of what they come
to believe in their heart is set in

concrete at this age. All the rest of
their life, whether for good or bad,
these ethics, morals and convictions
will shape who they become.

Parenting is hard work. It is the
single most important job you will
ever have. Be sure that you are de-

voting adequate time and resources
to this job. You must make deposits
in your child's memory bank every
day. You must make sure that their
emotional tank stays full of love,
affection, mercy, grace and a love for
the laws of the Lord. These are criti-
cal years to teach why Christians
don't do certain things. It isn't be-
cause we don't want to get a whippin.
It is because we don't want to dis-
honor or disobey God. It is out of our
love for God that we obey His Word.
If your kids simply obey out of fear
of punishment, then when they get
older and away from you more, they
will be prime targets to be led astray.
Obedience is born out of love.

Your child at this age may start to
not want public displays of affec-
tion from you. However, they still
need tons of it. You need to hug your
12 year old just like a newborn. They
need lots of affection. You still need
to spank them if they are just asking
for it. However, this is also the age
that you can start adding things like
grounding or removal of privileges.
You may keep them from doing fun
things if they haven't done their
homework or chores. Again, if you
don't believe in spanking your chil-
dren, then you have a problem with
God. He clearly mandates this in
Proverbs 13:24 and Proverbs

23:13,14. Spankings are just one of
several options available to this age
group.

You want your children to learn
and be taught why something is
wrong. Don't forget also to teach
them things to do at this age. They
are old enough now to learn what
Christians do with their life. They
can serve others. Help others. Share
and think of others. They should be
taught to not be so selfish and self-
centered. Get them started in a min-
istry. They can help out at the church
or be involved in helping out in the
community. They need to be taught
to serve others. Help them learn to
not blurt out everything that comes
into their head. But also remember,
they are learning. They don't know
how to interact perfectly with others
in a group. You can help teach them.
This is best done by talking to them
in private after something is said
that wasn't quite right. That avoids
public humiliation. Love them un-
conditionally regardless of their
behavior.

Girls will mature more quickly at
this age and actually start caring
about hygiene. With boys, forget it.
They do not want to take showers at
this age, and will not dry off after
being forced to take a weekly bath.
They have no qualms about running
around in their underwear and will
be fascinated with restroom func-
tions. Don't worry. They will out-
grow it until they become husbands!
Kids this age still need 8 to 10 hours
of sleep per night, and many behav-
ioral problems such as whining, oc-
cur from sleep deprivation.

When you don't know what to
do, look up. Pray up. God is on your
side. The Holy Spirit will lead you as
to what to do. Always seek God
before you seek an expert. God alone
is wise. Discipline must be accompa-
nied by love. 10 hugs a day will keep
the therapist away! Be sure they
take an active role in church during
these formative years.

Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

Bewilderment of the Eyes
"Anyone who has common sense will remember that the

bewilderments of the eyes are of two kinds, and arise from two
causes, either from coming out of the light or from going into
the light..." Plato, The Republic.

I realize that "Sofilthy's Attic" is the last place you would
expect to find a quote from Plato,but I read that the other day and it set me
to thinking.

Have you ever been blinded by coming into a dark room from the
sunshine?  Or have you had the same experience with a bright light coming
at you from the darkness? (curses on Hallogen headlights!)  I heard about
a fellow who was blinded by an extra bright light in the middle of the day.
Remember Saul/Paul?  He later wrote to us via the Corinthians, "In whom
the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them."

Just think about it!

joy that was set before him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and
is set down at the right hand of the
throne of God.” (Heb. 12:1-2)

The writer of Hebrews (whom I
believe to be the apostle Paul) was
addressing a group of people who
were very weary and worn, who had
started out strong in their faith but
over the years, had begun to wane.
They had come to the monumental
moment in human history that all the
Old Testament looked forward to
and all of the New Testament looked
back to — the coming of the Mes-
siah. They were finding themselves
falling back into the trap of Judaism,
and Paul was addressing the situa-
tion with this group of believers.

Sally Robbins was a member of
the 2004 Summer Olympics Austra-
lian rowing team. They made it about
three-quarters of the way through
the race when, with only 400 meters
left, she suddenly stopped, let her
oars drop into the water and slumped
in her seat. As she was interviewed
after the race, she said, “I gave all
that had until I had no more and, in
total exasperation, I just quit.”

I’m afraid that depicts many
church members today. They have
come out of the starting blocks and
have started strong, but all of a
sudden, for some reason, they’ve
just quit and have slumped in their
pew.

The apostle Paul often used
sports analogies in his writings. He
often referred to the Christian life as
a war. He tells us to “Put on the
whole armor of God,” in Eph. 6:11
and that we’re involved in warfare.
In I Cor. 9:26, he says, “…so fight I,
not as one that beateth the air.” He
was referring to the sport of boxing
which was very popular in his day.

One of the figures of speech Paul
was most fond of was that of run-
ning a race, and in our text he is
talking about running a face and
finishing that race strong. There are
three things we must do to prepare
ourselves to run that way. May we
understand that holiness is a race in
which we must give all for the cause
of Jesus Christ.

I. We Need Motivation
In order to finish the race and

finish it strong, we need motivation.
One way to find that motivation is to
look back at the saints who have
gone on before us.

From Old Testament Saints
“Wherefore seeing we also are

compassed about with so great a
cloud of witnesses.” (v. 1) Who are
these witnesses Paul is talking
about? They are listed in the previ-
ous chapter (Hebrews 11).

• (v. 4) Abel — “By faith Abel

offered unto God a more excellent
sacrifice…”

• (v. 5) Enoch (who “walked with
God,” Gen. 5:22) — “By faith Enoch
was translated that he should not
see death…”

In verse 6, Paul reminds us of a
very important principle, “…with-
out faith it is impossible to please
God.” We must understand that if
we’re going to finish the race, and
finish it strong, faith is the key. Faith
is paramount.

• (v. 7) Noah — “By faith Noah,
being warned of God of things not
seen as yet, moved with fear, pre-
pared an ark to the saving of his
house; by the which he condemned
the world, and became heir of the
righteousness which is by faith.”

• (vs. 8-9) Abraham — “By faith
Abraham, when he was called to go
out into a place which he should
after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed; and he went out, not know-
ing whither he went. By faith he
sojourned in the land of promise…”

• (vs. 11) Sara — “Through faith
also Sara herself received strength
to conceive seed, and was delivered
of a child when she was past age…”

• (v. 20) Isaac — “By faith Isaac
blessed Jacob and Esau concerning
things to come.”

• (v. 21) Jacob — “By faith Jacob,
when he was a dying, blessed both
the sons of Joseph; and worshipped,
leaning upon the top of his staff.”

• (v. 22) Joseph — “By faith Jo-
seph, when he died, made mention
of the departing of the children of
Israel; and gave commandment con-
cerning his bones.”

• (v. 23-29) Moses — “By faith
Moses… endured, as seeing him
who is invisible…”

• (v. 30) Joshua — “By faith, the
walls of Jericho fell down, after they
were compassed about seven days.”

• (v. 31) Rahab — “By faith the
harlot Rahab perished not with them
that believed not, when she had
received the spies with peace.”

“These all died in faith, not hav-
ing received the promises, but hav-
ing seen them afar off, and were
persuaded of them, and embraced
them, and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.”
(Heb. 11:13)

In Heb. 11:32-38, Paul talks about
the conditions of the race in which
these Old Testament saints had to
run.

There are times when we think we
face difficult situations. We may
have to endure some criticism or
persecution, but think about the race
that we run today in comparison to
the race they had to run in the Old
Testament.

“And what shall I more say? for
the time would fail me to tell of
Gedeon, and of Barak, and of
Samson, and of Jephthae; of David
also, and Samuel, and of the proph-
ets: Who through faith subdued
kingdoms, wrought righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, Quenched the vio-
lence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made

strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned
to flight the armies of the aliens.
Women received their dead raised
to life again: and others were tor-
tured, not accepting deliverance;
that they might obtain a better resur-
rection: And others had trial of cruel
mockings and scourgings, yea, more-
over of bonds and imprisonment:
They were stoned, they were sawn
asunder, were tempted, were slain
with the sword: they wandered about
in sheepskins and goatskins; being
destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of
whom the world was not worthy:)
they wandered in deserts, and in
mountains, and in dens and caves of
the earth.” (Heb. 11:32-38) How much
more value do you think God puts on
our comfort than He did theirs?

When I see the type of race these
Old Testament saints had to run,
and the way they were faithful in
their race, it motivates me to a higher

Finishing
Strong
from page 1

continued on page 3
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BPH Makes Advances in Curriculum
and Resource Development

By Bobby L. Hudgens
As I have visited with pastors

and church staff in different areas of
our work, I have often discovered
they are unaware of several Baptist
Publishing House (BPH) products.
Also, improvements and develop-
ments often go unnoticed. I think
the primary reason is that we could
have been more effective in getting
the word out. We have formulated
plans for addressing that need that
will result in your being more regu-
larly updated on advances in cur-
riculum offerings and in the intro-
duction of new resources. But for
now I want to take this opportunity
to make you aware of some of those
changes that either have recently
occurred or will occur in the near
future.

Something Brand New
for Adult Curriculum

An entirely new resource, the
Adult Teacher’s E-Kit, will be of-
fered starting this fall. Each church
will receive a free introductory E-Kit
in its fall literature shipment. The E-
Kit is a CD containing electronic
files of the visuals available in print
form in the Adult Teacher’s Resource
Kit. The reproducible handouts in
The Advancer are also repeated in
the E-Kit along with a chart on “The
Quarter at a Glance” and links to
some helpful Web pages for Sunday
School teachers.

If you have access to a computer,
the necessary software, and a TV or
video projector, you can incorpo-
rate the visuals into a presentation
for your class.

You can order the E-Kit regularly
on your literature order form begin-
ning in winter 2006-07 for just $5.99
each.

Exciting New Changes f
or Youth Sunday School

1-to-1: Life Prep, the Bible study
curriculum for teens and college stu-

dents, is experiencing a major trans-
formation. A new student and
teacher Web site, 1-to-1: Online, will
debut on September 1, 2006. For the
teacher, the Web site will offer ar-
ticles and tips for personal enrich-
ment and improving classroom tech-
niques.

The student section of the site
will feature the 5 X 5 Blog for teens.
This online daily devotion will list a

scripture reading and provide a dis-
cussion question five days per week
for students to discuss online with
other teens.

In spring 2007 the interactive Bible
studies will be packaged in full-color
weekly leaflets. After research
through a focus group and field-
testing by churches in six states, we
are confident they will provide a
quality Bible study that is easy to
use in the classroom.

In September 2008 a new curricu-
lum cycle will be introduced. Though
still published in thirteen-week pack-
ages, the Bible studies will provide
shorter study series that will better
relate to the attention span of stu-
dents. These changes will also maxi-
mize the teaching opportunities for
students to cover essential biblical
material and emphasize critical life

issues needed to prepare them for
life. It’s sure to be a hit with your
teachers and students!

Victory Series for
Children Now Complete

About eight years ago work be-
gan on developing a totally new
Sunday School curriculum for chil-
dren called the Victory Series. This
series has now been complete for
one and a half years and the re-
sponse to it has been very favor-

able. It consists of a student book, a
teacher’s guide, and a set of Victory
Visuals. Age groups are provided
for by Champion (Grades 5 and 6),
Conqueror (Grades 3 and 4), Adven-
turer (Grades 1 and 2), Voyager (Ages
4 and 5), and Explorer (Ages 2 and 3).
Minor revisions continue to be made
on a regular basis.

Drive-Time:
Another New Media Resource

Grow as you go with Drive-Time
devotionals on CD. Not yet a year
old, Drive-Time is a series of three-
minute Scripture readings with com-
mentary on CDs from Rick Lemons,
pastor of Fellowship Baptist Church.
Fellowship is a growing BMAA
church in Forney, Texas, near Dal-
las. The CDs are designed for use in
your car as you commute to or from
work and go through the Bible start-
ing with Genesis.

Drive-Time is available from BPH
on single CDs (one month’s worth)
or at a discounted cost in packs of
three on the Sunday School plan
(three month’s worth). You’ll find
audio samples and all the instruc-
tions and forms needed on the BPH
Web site (www.bph.org). Readings
are from the NIV.

MLM Training Module
Makes Huge Impact

In recent years with Americans
conducting training conferences for
Sunday School workers in Russia
and Ukraine, it became clear that
such an approach would be never-
ending.

This caused Dr. Larry Silvey to
initiate a new strategy through which
BPH would focus only on training
future trainers in these countries.
The benefit of this approach is that
we would identify and prepare Rus-
sian and Ukrainian trainers who
would accept full responsibility for
training in their countries.  These
national trainers would begin to train
Sunday School workers regionally
but also continue preparing addi-
tional trainers to do the same.

This strategy was built around a
new tool developed by BPH through
Missions Literature Ministry – the
International Teacher Training Mod-
ule. It consists of three levels. At the
third level the trainees become na-
tional trainers themselves and con-
duct a conference under the super-
vision of Americans. From that point
on these countries will be respon-
sible for their own training.

The module will be used in other
countries as well, including the
United States.

There are more developments we
could talk about if space permitted,
but I think you can see that Baptist
Publishing House is on the move,
striving to provide cutting-edge re-
sources through which we can meet
needs. Keep us in your prayers.

Baptist Medical
Missions International

Schedule

June 23 – July 2 Haiti
July 5-13 Romania
July 19-27 Bolivia
July 22-29 Guatemala *
August 4-12 Dominican

Republic
August 28-September 7 Jordan
September 14-23 Ghana
October 6-19 China
October 20-30 Bolivia
November 8-18 Ghana
November 30 - December 13

Cambodia

2007
January 22-31 Cape Verde
April 2-11 Armenia
*Team is fully staffed.

level of commitment in the 21st cen-
tury race I have to run.

From New Testament Saints
I am also motivated when I see the

faithfulness in the way Paul and his
contemporaries in the New Testa-
ment lived and died:

• The apostle Peter was crucified
upside down.

• James was beheaded by King
Herod.

• John was banished to the Isle of
Patmos.

• Andrew died on a St. Andrew’s
cross.

• Phillip died a martyr in
Heropolis.

• Bartholomew was filleted to
death.

• Matthew died a martyr in Ethio-
pia.

• Thomas died a martyr near
Madros.

• James the less was crucified in
Egypt.

• Jude died a martyr in Persia.
• Matthias died a martyr in Ethio-

pia.
• Paul was beheaded by King

Nero.
When I think of the lives and the

races in which these men ran, it
motivates me today in the race in
which we are to run.

From Modern Day Saints
As I look to our last century, I can

think of no better example than the
five missionaries who put their lives
on the line to go down to Ecuador.

Busy Summer
Two summer classes are being

taught in June. Work is being done
in the ladies’ dorm to open up some
rooms on the second floor as they
are needed. Assessment of the last
year is being made for reports and to
make preparation for the new year.

Correspondence is being made
with prospective students for the
fall semester.

A new catalog is being printed.

Special Emphasis
Preparation is being made for the

Special Emphasis in July and Au-
gust. We must have a good Empha-
sis offering to get us through the
summer. Special Emphasis material
will be mailed soon.

I look forward to meeting with all
the associations that I can in the next
two months.

We are planning to expand our
music program by beginning an en-

semble group this fall. To do this, we
will need to begin a music fund for
these expenses.

Please pray with us that all these
efforts will be successful.

Memorial Gifts
Memorial gifts have been sent to

the college library recently in memory
of Mr. Billy Harrison, Mrs. Barbara
Marie Rarick, and Dr. Jentry Warren
Bond. Memorial books have been
placed in the library in their honor.
May the Lord bless these families.

Other memorial gifts have been
sent recently to the Southeastern
Baptist College Foundation in
memory of Dr. Jentry Bond.

Serving Christ
With a

Biblical World View
In A

Christian Atmosphere

Finishing Strong from page 2

On Jan. 8, 1956, at approximately 3
p.m., these missionaries, including
Nate Saint and Jim Elliot, were speared
to death because they were willing
to run their race with endurance and
give all for the sake of Christ.

Four of these men had been in
Ecuador for several years and had
ministered to tribes there. Yet there
was one tribe that was feared by all,
including the headhunting tribe —
the Auca Indians, those who had
isolated themselves on the west side
of the country, on the Pacific rim. No
one wanted to mess with the Aucas,
but these men had a burden for their
souls so they put an expedition to-
gether and went in to share the gos-
pel. They were eventually able to
win these people to the Lord, but it
cost them their lives.

But the story doesn’t end there.
The rest of the story tells us that
Elizabeth Elliot (Jim’s wife) and
Rachel Saint (Nate’s sister) went
into the area after the men were killed
and set up a homestead among those
people. And they were eventually
able to share the gospel and win that
tribe to Christ, but here’s why.

Members of that tribe who were
actually part of that massacre in 1956
later said, “The reason we killed
these missionaries is that we didn’t
know why the white man wanted to
come in unto us. We didn’t under-
stand it. But after we attacked them,
we realized they had weapons and
could have killed us, but they chose

continued on page 5
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Editorial

Don Brown
Editor

60th Anniversary60th Anniversary60th Anniversary60th Anniversary60th Anniversary
CelebrationCelebrationCelebrationCelebrationCelebration

Bro. Vernon and Mrs. Lela Phillips
will celebrate their 60th wedding
anniversary and 54 years of ministry
on June 24, 2006. Everyone in in-

Vernon & Lela Phillips

vited to join them, their family and
the membership of Zion Baptist
Church near Anquilla, Mississippi,
on Saturday, June 24, for this time of
celebration. A reception will be held
from 4:00 p.m. till 6:00 p.m.

The Phillips’ have been faithful
servants of the Lord and active in
the work of the BMA of Mississippi
and America. We honor them on this
special day.Letters From Our Readers

Northside Baptist Church, Conroe,
Texas seeks information
Dear Editor,

We know there may still be many
storm related needs for churches
and families that continue to recover.
We offer our prayers and support to
those in need. Our family has given
to the national and local funds. We
ask that you keep us informed of
other other specific needs for fami-

lies and churches. Perhaps there is
an opportunity for us to assist. We
are currently without a Senior Pastor
and would ask prayers as we seek
the man God has prepared for our
church. We greet you in the name of
Jesus, our Savior.

Bro. Steve Sinclair, deacons
and members
Northside Baptist Church,
Conroe, Texas

God-fearing people in the towns as
Jesus had done, and they learned
what ministry was all about. In being
sent out from Jesus, they learned
ever more about how to imitate their
teacher.

Copy the Model
The disciples learned how to think

and act based on their relationship
with the master disciplemaker. They
in turn began to duplicate this kind
of ministry after Jesus ascended to
heaven.

In spite of tremendous persecu-
tion, the church had an exciting time
and experienced rapid growth.
Peter's sermon in Acts 2 brought
three thousand new believers into
the church in one day! As a result,
new believers combined with other
disciples worshipped in some place
every day. Just imagine the uproar
their meetings caused.

From the beginning the church
met in small groups because it was
difficult to find a gather place for
large numbers, and small groups
facilitated discipleship. The dis-
ciples went from house to house,
visiting small groups in homes and

taught them the fundamentals of the
new life (Acts 5:42).

The early church needed the
"house church" for its survival.
There were periods of intense perse-
cution for the first few centuries
after Christ, and they relied on the
more protective environment of the
home to nurture and protect the
Gospel in the lives of believers. Some-
how (to our surprise) the church
multiplied without large buildings,
mass meetings, and a plethora of
"how to" books!

Believers in the 21st century are
in the direct line of the original dis-
ciples in the first century. In 2 Timo-
thy 2:2, Paul illustrates the process
of disciplemaking in the following
way: "And the things that you have
heard from me among many wit-
nesses, commit these to faithful men
who will be able to teach others
also." Thus, all disciples of Christ
have been entrusted with the Gos-
pel message which they are to con-
tinually invest in the lives of others.
Instead of ending with us, the pro-

Making Disciples
from page 1

continued on page 5

Special Thanks
At our midyear meeting last month in Mantachie,

this editor reported that our computer equipment was quite old and that it
needed updating. While this was a need, we were hesitant to make any major
puchases at this time. Operating costs have increased, and even though our
finances are relatively good, we did not want to spend funds that will no
doubt be needed later for operating expenses.

A few days after our meeting, a pastor called and said he had something
for me. He came to the office the next day and presented this ministry with
a check for $1,000.00. He explained that a member of his church  had given
funds to be used for special needs as they arose.

While the individual wishes to remain anonymous, we do want to
publicly thank him and his pastor for considering this ministry worthy.

We have updated our computer equipment and are grateful that the Lord
has used this person to support His work.

May God continue to bless this individual for his generosity and his
pastor and church for their thoughtfulness.

ing parables! He asked questions of
them, taught them, admonished
them, prodded them to take steps of
faith, nurtured them, and loved them,

Theirs was a special relationship
that went much deeper than the one
Jesus had with the crowds that fol-
lowed him for two reasons. First,
Jesus committed himself to the dis-
ciples in every way. He made himself
accessible to them and confided in
them. Jesus had great expectations
of them.

The second reason for this unique
relationship is that the disciples were
committed to Jesus in return. Since
Jesus supplied the brains and pur-
pose for the fledgling Christian move-
ment, the disciples were not able to
add much to the process. What they
did bring was a growing love for
Christ and an awakening desire to be
obedient and loyal in everything.
They struggled with their faith, sin
and weaknesses, but they wanted to
be faithful. They loved Jesus and
became willing to give up every-
thing (eventually most of them even
gave their lives) for this man from
Galilee.

Preparing others to hear the Good
News.

A good disciple is able to do what
the teacher instructed, even when
the teacher is not present. Knowing
this, Christ trained his disciples by
encouraging them to take steps of
faith on their on.

As the disciples traveled with
Jesus, they were helpful with some
things, but they spent most of their
time observing the master at work.
Then, Jesus sent them out two-by-
two to prepare towns for his coming.
They preached as they had seen
Jesus preach. They sought faithful

Coordinating Council Meets
May 15-17, 2006

A meeting of the Baptist Missionary Association of America Coordi-
nating Council was held May 15-17, 2006 at Lakeview Camp in Waxahachie,
Texas.  Chairman Richard Smith called the meeting.

Those in attendance included BMAA officers Richard Smith, David
Watkins, and Dr. Philip Attebery.  Counsel members attending were
Vernon Lee, Ronald Morgan and Dr. Larry Silvey.  Executive directors of
the BMAA departments also attended. These were Ronnie Chesser,
Ronnie Green, Grady Higgs, Dr. Charley Holmes, George Reddin and
James Speer.

Ronald Morgan led devotional and prayer sessions based upon the
theme: "What does the Lord Require of Thee?"  Biblical texts used
included Micah 6:8, Proverbs 4:5 and Daniel 2:21.

Most of the council's work dealt with its purpose to cast a unified vision
and to promote cooperation between the departments and agencies of the
BMAA.  According to the BMAA Statement of Principles of Cooperation,
the purpose of the BMAA "is to provide cooperating departments and
agencies that will inspire a mission vision and assist each local church in
carrying out the great commission (Matthew 28:19-20)."

It was agreed that the making of disciples is the essential commandment
of the Great Commission and that BMAA departments and agencies
should have a unified vision to work with churches, the council and each
other to train and encourage the making of disciples (i.e., obedience to the
Great Commission).   Prayerfully, council members are working to develop
strategies for maturing pastors, maturing churches and maturing the
association(s) to accomplish the purpose of the BMAA.

Future meetings have been set for August 22 and November 2, 2006.
Individuals are encouraged to pray for members of the council, pastors,
churches and ministries of the BMAA.
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Schedule

Tuesday, July 4

11:00 am - 2:00 pm Registration
2:00 - 4:00 Session #1 - Purpose of the Gospel

SOAR Band and Donny Parrish
7:00 - 9:00 Session #2 - Power of the Gospel

SOAR Band and David Dickson
9:00 - 12:00 SOAR Villages Open
10:00 - 11:00 The Livin It Skate Demo
12:00 Midnight In Rooms

Wednesday, July 5

9:30 am - 11:30 Session #3 - Plan for the Gospel
SOAR Band and Josh & Luke McCown

2:00 pm - 4:00 Session #4 - Passion for the Gospel
SOAR Band and David Dickson

7:00 - 9:00 Session #5 - Shane and Shane
9:00 - 12:00 SOAR Villages Open
10:00 - 11:00 Concert by Alisa Turner
12:00 Midnight In Rooms

Thursday, July 6

9:30 am - 11:30 Session #6 - Purity of the Gospel
SOAR Band and
Steven Carroll, Scott Attebery

Sold Out And Radical

SOAR is for all youth groups in the Baptist Missionary Association of America. It is a time of worship, Bible study and
fellowship with other youth groups across the United States. The theme for SOAR is “Vintage”. The Gospel is “Vin-
tage”! It is an old message that has enduring interest and importance from generation to generation. It has never been
out-of-date and has always been relevant and true. It is a “Vintage” Message that has just as much importance today as it
did the day it began. Make SOAR a priority this year and invite others to join us.

Adam’s Mark Hotel

400 North Olive Street, Dallas, TX 75201
Hotel ph: (214) 922-8000 / fax: (214) 922-0308

Individual Reservations: (800) 444-2326 • www.adamsmark.com/dallas

Group rate for SOAR is $79 with up to four to a room. Group rates will be honored three days before
and after event based on availability. Make your reservation by the June 9 cut off date to secure your
rooms. Check-in is by 3:00 and checkout is 12:00 noon. Half price parking for SOAR is $6 per day.
You can visit the Adam’s Mark web site for more hotel details.

Session Speakers Worship

Vintage  “Of Old, Recognized, Enduring Interest, Importance or Quality” SOAR
July 4 - 6, 2006

Registration

Your $50 paid registration will cover all Conferences Sessions, Concert, Villages, Late Nights and SOAR t-shirts. All in
attendance are expected to pay registration. Fill out a registration form and mail to DCM along with your payment by the
June 9 deadline. After the deadline registration will be $60 and for groups who choose to stay at an off site hotel the fee
is $70. You may also register on line at our new student web site at www.dcmstudents.org or print a registration form.
Paid registration is non-refundable after the deadline and you are not considered registered until payment has been
received. If you have any questions call the DCM office at 501-513-3726.

David Dickson - Passion and Power of the Gospel • Donny Parrish - Purpose of the Gospel
Josh and Luke McCown - Plan for the Gospel • Steven Carroll  & Scott Attebery - Purity of the Gospel

Shane and Shane • David Attebery and Aaron Williams - Worship

David

Dickson

Donny Parrish Josh and Luke

McCown

Steven Carroll Scott Attebery Shane and

Shane

David

Attebery

SOAR Villages

• Worship

• Discipleship

• Fellowship

• Missions

Late Nights

• The Livin It

Skate Demo

• Alisa Turner

Making Disciples from page 4

cess must begin again with us, as
with each new generation.

Catch the Vision!
How, then, can we continue the

process of making disciples in this
century? The following are a few key
principles for today's disciplemakers
to follow.

Disciples are made intentionally.
Just as chlldren do not grow up

without personal care, nor do they
learn mathematics on their own, so
discipleship will not occur without
faithful Christians being intentional
about it. It is essential for us to teach

new converts personally and in small
groups. They will never learn the
basic principles of the Bible in a large
assembly.

Disciples are to be like Christ.
Have you ever watched a group

of people, perhaps children, who are
devoted to a particular celebrity and
dress, talk and walk like the indi-
vidual they idolize? It is only natural
to emulate someone you respect
and look up to. And since "disciple"
means imitator," disciplemakers be-
come models to those who are learn-
ing to follow Christ. But who de-
cides what it means to be like Christ?

not to do so. When you shared the
gospel with us and told us that Jesus
Christ had died in our place — we
had seen that lived in the lives of
these missionaries and we believed
it with all of our heart.”

Praise God for these men who ran
a faithful race. When I think about
these men it motivates me to a higher
level of living today.

From Our Contemporaries
But I don’t even have to go to the

last century because there are many
of you in this congregation right
now that have motivated me to a
higher level of commitment. When I
think of so many of you who have
given your lives for the cause of
Christ, started mission churches and
worked time and time again in faith-
fulness and are finishing your race
strong, I am motivated to a higher
level of commitment.

I love old Bro. Rufus Crawford.
“Bro. C” comes by the office often

Finishing Strong from page 3
and he always gives me a theologi-
cal lesson before he leaves. He’s 80
years old and he’s still running
strong. When I look to Bro. Rufus
and other men like him, it motivates
me to run the race God has set before
me.

When I was down in Ft. Lauder-
dale, Fla., two years ago for an
Evangelism Explosion training, one
of the two ladies who gave me on-
the-job training was 77 years old.
We went out on the beaches of Ft.
Lauderdale. (And for those of you
that don’t know that area very well,
it’s one of the most hideous places

on the East Coast. It’s a homosexual
haven and you can see just about
anything you can imagine!)

As I watched this little 77-year-
old lady go up to anybody and ev-
erybody, no matter what they looked
like or how intimidating they seemed,
and witness with boldness, she revo-
lutionized my life. Today when I
witness I think about that little lady
and it motivates me!

There’s a man in here right now
who is probably the best friend God
has ever given me — Ken Riley. He
was saved just three years ago. We
led Ken to the Lord at Vardaman
Street Baptist Church there in
Wiggins, Miss. He wasn’t raised in
church and he didn’t care anything
about the ways of God. As a matter
of fact, he would often persecute his
wife for taking their children to
church. But one day, Ken met the
Master and it changed his life.

Ken is the former Mississippi
State bench press champion. We
used to work out together and I’d
get my workout just putting his
weights on the bar. He bench presses
over 500 pounds. But today Ken is
strong in the strength of Jesus Christ.
And when I see what God has done
in the life of Ken Riley, how this man
stands and teaches a class of some
40 or 50 people every Sunday, it
inspires me to keep running the race
and to finish strong.

Then there’s Bobby Gilmore, Mike

Gray and Todd Swann — three guys
back at our home church. In August,
Bobby (who built our house in Green-
brier) told me he had a burden to
share the gospel with the painter
who was painting my house, but he
didn’t know how; so he asked me to
go with him to talk to him, and I did!

We started Evangelism Explosion
in January at my church, Springhill
(Greenbrier) because we had a bur-
den for lost souls in our community,
and the three men I mentioned took
the class. Since Jan. 8, when we
started this at Springhill, we’ve seen
16 souls come to Christ. Bobby and
Mike Gray (who is about 6’5” and
wears a handlebar mustache — he’s
an intimidating figure) go out every
week. Not just one night; any time
they have an opportunity they go
out and witness.

About three weeks ago, I got a
phone call one night and caller ID
didn’t identify them. All I could hear
was yelling on the other end of the
line. When I said, “What in the world
is going on?,” they told me — they
had just won two souls to the Lord
and they were so excited they
couldn’t contain themselves! When
I see the passion these men have for
lost souls, it motivates me in the race
in which I am to run today.

II. We Have An Obligation
The “baton” has been passed

continued on page 6

Is there anywhere to go for answers?
Yes! We can go to the textbook for
discipleship, the Bible.

Disciples are made in relationships.
From the beginning of our lives

we learn by watching others and
then imitating them. This is the rea-
son for church, small groups, and
various ministries so we may build
relationships and influence others
to follow Christ, and eventually be-
come mature disciples. This is the
only way we can reach our commu-
nities and the millions of unchurched
Americans.

God has opened a door of oppor-
tunity for us and by faith we must
walk through it. Are you making
disciples?
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WMA holds midyear meeting
by Donna Lawrence

Our State W.M.A. had a great
Midyear meeting at First Baptist
Church of Mantachie, Mississippi
on May 22 and 23. Although few in
number we still had a great meeting
in the Lord. Second Vice-president
Mrs. Chris Smith chose the scripture
from Ephesians 4:29. The title of the
program was “Silver Boxes” that are
to be used for the encouragement of
others. It takes so little to take a few
minutes to speak an encouraging
word to others. It will also give you
that warm and fuzzy feeling inside,
try it and see if it doesn't work.

A motion was made and carried to
move our Annual State WMA Meet-
ing to a night meeting only, which
will begin at 6:00 P.M. We hope this
will encourage more to attend, espe-
cially those that have to work. A
word of encouragement to our

younger women, we would love to
see you there - a nursery will be
provided for this meeting.

Our project for 2006 will be the
building fund for Homestretch Mis-
sion at Cleveland, Mississippi, with
Brother Ed Duval as our missionary.
75% of the proceeds will go for the
project and 25% to the WMA gen-
eral fund. All you need to help with
this project is a heart for missions
and a desire to see souls saved. Let's
all give liberally! Please send project
monies to Mrs. Shirlene Smith, 730
Jasper Highway 533, Laurel, MS
39443.

The program committee for our
200 anniversary would like for each
department to purchase a banner to
be displayed at the annual meeting
October 16-18, 2006. A motion was
made and carried for the WMA to

purchase one banner and put the
WMA, GMA and Sunbeams all on
one. We would be able to use it many
times over as we do not plan to date
it for 2006, but instead date each
program as to the date it was started.
We will also have a display table at
the meeting. We are planning to
have a booklet that can be taken
home of the history of the WMA. If
your district failed to receive a letter
from me requesting a brief (one page)
history of your district, please take
this opportunity to respond to that
request. Please send your informa-
tion to Mrs. Jean Knight, 27 Para-
mount Church Road, Perkinston, MS
39573 or Mrs.Louise Crawley, 32
Bobby Hunt Road, Wiggins, MS
39577. Please get this information to
one of these ladies as soon as pos-
sible. We need it no later than Au-
gust 15, 2006. Thanks in advance
your cooperation.

The Annual Mississippi State
Ladies Retreat will be September
22nd and 23rd at the Jackson Hilton.
Registration will be $60.00 with room
rate at $109.00 per room that sleeps
4. The speakers are Sister Kim Smith
(wife of Brother John David Smith)
they are our missionaries to Cape
Verde, Africa and Sister Darlene
Carey our missionary to the Philip-
pines. Hope to see each of you there.
Expect a great blessing from the
Lord and ye shall receive. Ye have
not because you ask not.

Mississippi Christian
Ladies Retreat
September 22 & 23, 2006September 22 & 23, 2006September 22 & 23, 2006September 22 & 23, 2006September 22 & 23, 2006

Jackson HiltonJackson HiltonJackson HiltonJackson HiltonJackson Hilton
Registration Fee $60.00

Speakers...Kim Smith & Darlene Carey
Kim  & John David Smith are missionaries to Cape Verde

Darlene is missionary to Philippines.
Please send pre-registration to:Please send pre-registration to:Please send pre-registration to:Please send pre-registration to:Please send pre-registration to:

Peggy Thomaston
20600 Busby Rd

Vancleave, MS 39566

down by the Old Testament saints,
to the New Testament saints and,
down through the ages, it has been
passed to us. Now we have an obli-
gation to run the race and “…lay
aside every weight, and the sin which
doth so easily beset us…” (Heb.
12:1)

Lay Aside Your Weights
Paul said we have to lay aside the

encumberments (anything that is a
weight; a mass that holds you
down.) If you watch ABC or NBC
sports on Saturday or Sunday after-
noon, you may see runners in what
is called sprints (a short race run at
top speed.) But you’ll never see a
300 pound sprinter because that
weight inhibits him from running the
race. Typically when you see a
sprinter it’s an individual who has
absolutely no body fat on him what-
soever because that speed comes
from being lean. Paul tells us we
must cast all the things (the weights)
of this world aside in order to run the
spiritual race that is before us be-
cause the things of this world, the
things that weigh us down, sap our
energy and drain us.

What weights is he talking about?
Your weights are going to be differ-
ent than my weights, but one of the
things I see in society today is that
we live in a “recreation crazed” world.
I think a lot of the weights we have
today revolve around recreation.

The NBA, NFL and PGA aren’t bad
in themselves, but to many Chris-
tians today they have become
weights. Think about the time we
invest in watching sports compared
to the time we invest in sharing the
gospel of Jesus Christ. If it’s more,
it’s a weight.

What about hunting and fish-
ing? There’s nothing wrong with
that, but if we spend more time in
these activities than we do in the
ways of God — reading and study-
ing His Word, sharing the gospel —
 that has become a weight and Paul
says we must cast it aside.

The weight that probably affects
more of us than any other weight is
the weight of materialism. So many
of us give our lives for things of the
world and Paul says we must cast
those things aside. Materialism is an
illusion and Satan is the master de-
ceiver. He puts those things before
our eyes and makes us think if we
could only obtain “things,” we would
be happy. But it’s an illusion.

I read the story of a Harvard MBA
who went down to Mexico on vaca-
tion and was standing on the pier as
a small boat came in and in it were
three yellow-fished tuna and a Mexi-
can. “So, how long have you been
out?” he asked the fisherman.
“That’s a nice catch.”

He said, “Oh, about an hour or
so.” When the man asked him why
he didn’t stay out longer so he could

catch more fish, the fisherman re-
plied, “I have all I need to take care
of my family.”

“Yeah, but what do you do with
your time?” the Harvard man asked.

“Well, I have a very busy life,”
the fisherman replied. “I sleep late,
play with my kids, go fishing, come
home and take a siesta with my wife,
Maria. Then I walk into town, sip tea
and play guitar with my amigos.
Very busy life.”

“Yeah, but if you’d stay out longer
you could catch more fish and with
the proceeds from more fish you
could buy a bigger boat. Then with
the proceeds from that you could
buy a fleet of boats and, before long,
you could sell directly to the proces-
sors and skip the middle man. Then
you could buy the cannery. You
would have to move to Mexico City;
then, probably, Los Angeles; and
ultimately, take your enterprise to
New York ”

When the Mexican asked how
long that would take, the Harvard
man said, “Oh, probably 10-15
years.”

“Ten to fifteen years,” the fisher-
man pondered. “Then what?”

“Oh, well, that’s the best part
Then you could take your company
public. And,” he said, “you could
make millions and millions of dollars
”

“Millions of dollars. Hmmm. Then
what?”

“Oh, then you could retire and
you could sleep late, play with your
kids, take a nap with your wife, walk

into the village in the evening and
play guitar with your amigos.”

The point I’m making is simply
this: what we desire, we already have
and it’s in Jesus Christ. Happiness is
physical and fleeting, but joy is spiri-
tual and will only come from a life
that is dedicated to Jesus Christ —
 a life in which we run the race well
and finish strong. To do that, we
must lay aside some things that en-
snare us — the weights.

Lay Aside Your Sins
Paul said we must “…lay aside

your sins.” Another word for “sin”
is “entanglements” — something
that gets around our feet and trips us
up, stymies us, from doing what God
would have us to do. Paul says we
must lay those things aside.

Now what sins is he talking
about? All sins ultimately fall into
one of three buckets — the lust of
the eye, the lust of the flesh and the
pride of life.

The lust of the eye is something
we have to deal with often today.
With the advent of the internet and
the video-crazed society in which
we live, we are constantly bom-
barded with the lust of the eye. Those
are things Satan throws in our way
and we need to lay them aside.

The lust of the flesh — there’s an
area where men, especially, need to
be very careful because Satan often
attacks the sensual desires of man to
pull him down, ensnare him and trip
him up on the race God has called us
to run. Jesus warned Peter, in Luke
22:31: “…Satan hath desired to have
you, that he may sift you as wheat.”
Later in his life Peter warned: “Be
sober, be vigilant; for your adver-
sary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour.” (I Peter 5:8)

Understand, Satan is doing ev-
erything he can to trip us up and
knock us off course on our race for
Christ. We must be “sober and vigi-
lant and cast aside the sin that so
easily besets us.”

Run With Patience
After these two warnings, Paul

gave us an exhortation to “run with
patience the race that is before you.”
That word is actually better de-

scribed as “run with endurance.”
This is not an easy race. As a

matter of fact, the Greek work in
which we get our word “race” is
“agon” which is where we get the
word “agony.”

Those of you who have run know
it is agonizing. Aaron Daily is one of
our engineers at Lifeword, and I love
him to death. This guy has the best
attitude of anybody I’ve ever seen.
He is such a hard worker, dedicated
and will use everything he has with
his job. Typically, I’ll go run on my
lunch break — it keeps me from eat-
ing.

Aaron asked if he could run with
me, and of course, I said, “ Sure, man;
come on ” So he showed up with a
sack with his running clothes in it,
and we went out to the running track
on our lunch break. Keep in mind
that while Aaron is a great worker he
wasn’t used to running. So, when he
took off, he just took off in a sprint.
I called out, “Hey, Aaron, you may
want to pace yourself, brother. You
know we’re going to run three miles
here. Just stay with me.”

So he slowed down, but he was
talking “90 to nothing.” For the first
quarter of a mile, he wouldn’t hush
but I wasn’t saying a word because
I needed all the breath I could pos-
sibly keep. I reminded him again to
be quiet, but he just kept talking.

He made it fine until we got to that
three-quarters of a mile mark and, all
of a sudden, Aaron started looking
a little bit green and he said, “I don’t
feel so good.” What had happened?
The endurance wasn’t there

The reason Paul said we need to
run our race with patience is that we
must run that race every day of our
lives. If we just choose to run the
race of godly living occasionally,
when we want to, we’re going to
suffer. We’re going to feel sick and
we’ll quit. Paul said we are to run our
race with endurance — for the long
haul — and to do that we must have
three things.

• Discipline — In Gal. 2:20, Paul
said, “I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but
Christ liveth in me: and the life which
I now live in the flesh I live by the

Finishing Strong from page 5

continued on page 7
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Central Baptist College invites
resumes and applications
for the following position

Instructor in Missions

Qualification:  Doctor's degree preferred with missions experience a
plus.

Responsibilities:  Beginning with the fall semester 2006 development
and instruction of missions curriculum including evangelism and
church planting, coordinate student training with BMAA missions
office and missionaries, lead student missions trips, work with others
in development of on-line missionary training, and  contribute posi-
tively to the overall missionary spirit of the campus.

Candidates must be a member of a BMA church and support the
Christian mission of the college and demonstrate mature faith,
Christian lifestyle, and agree with the doctrinal statement of the BMA
of America.  Interested candidates should send a resume to Central
Baptist College, ATTN:  Dr. Joel Slayton, 1501 College Avenue,
Conway, AR  72034.  Application Deadline is July 1st.

2006 DCM Schedule

June
13-27-Volunteer Student Missions
Ghana H & Ghana L
23-24-Church Renewal Conference
(Phase 3)
Temple, Rogers, AR

July
4-6-SOAR
Adam's Mark Hotel, Dallas, TX
11-25-Volunteer Student Missions
Philippines M & Ukraine F
31-August 12-Volunteer Student
Missions
Ukraine K

September
12-East Texas Senior Adult Day
First, Livingston, TX
29-30-Josh Hunt
You Can Double Your Class In Two
Years Or Less
Central Baptist College, Conway,
AR

October
3-5-Pastors Oasis
Chateau on the Lake, Branson, MO
30-Nov.1-National Senior Adult
Conference
Chateau on the Lake, Branson, MO

Executive Director-Donny Parrish
BMAA Department of Church Min-
istries, Inc.
P.O. Box 10356, Conway, AR  72034
501-513-3726    E-mail:
triciak@conwaycorp.net
DCM Web Site: www.bma-dcm.org
Student:
www.strangersandaliens.com
An Agency of the Baptist Mission-
ary Association of America

faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me.” What
Paul is saying is that there must be
a funeral every day of our life — a
funeral of the flesh. We must crucify
the flesh and put it aside so we can
run our race with endurance.

• Determination — If we’re going
to run a race and finish strong, we
must be determined. Paul said, “Know
ye not that they which run in a race
run all, but one receiveth the prize?
So run, that ye may obtain. I there-
fore so run, not as uncertainly; so
fight I, not as one that beateth the air:
But I keep under my body, and bring
it into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a cast-
away.” (I Cor. 9:24, 26-27)

Paul was saying that we must be
disciplined in the race in which we
run, and we must also be deter-
mined. We should be in the race to
win, but so many Christians today
are just lackadaisically going through
the race. Paul said, “Don’t run that
way… run to win ” God has not
called us to be the victim, but to be
the victor through the power of the
Holy Spirit of God that lives in our
lives.

There was a coach who had a
young recruit, a young graduate
assistant, he was going to teach
how to coach and he was putting
him in charge of recruiting. He said,
“Son, you know those guys that get
knocked down, get up, then get
knocked down again and they don’t
get up? We don’t want them.

“You know those guys that get
knocked down, get up, get knocked
down again, get up, then they get
knocked down again and they won’t
get up? We don’t want those either.

“But then there are guys who get
knocked down, get up, get knocked
down again, get up... They get
knocked down seven times, but they
get up eight times.” The young re-

cruit said, “That’s who we want,
isn’t it, Coach?”

The coach said, “No  I want the
guy who is knocking them down ”

When it comes to our spiritual
lives, we don’t have to be the victim.
By the power of the Holy Spirit of
God that lives in us we can be deter-
mined to run the race with patience
because of the power of God.

• Devotion — A well-run race also
requires devotion. That simply
means we must “sell out for the
cause of Christ.” Anything in our
way has to get out of the way

When I played high school foot-
ball, there were times when the de-
fensive coach would say, “All right,
guys, you know who we’re playing
tonight. You’re going to have to
sellout.” He meant that we were
going to have to give our all and
sacrifice our bodies if need be for the
sake of the team. As Christians, if
we’re going to run our race and
finish strong, we have to sell out to
the cause of Christ.

III. We Will Have A Celebration
We must look to the past and find

our motivation. As we look to the
present, we find an obligation. But
the last thing I want to share with
you is that as we look to the future
we will see the celebration: “Look-
ing unto Jesus the author and fin-
isher of our faith…” (Heb. 12:2)

They tell runners: “As you run,
don’t look to the left, don’t look to
the right and don’t look at your feet.
You look straight ahead.” If you
notice the sprinter, his head never
bobbles; he keeps his eye on the
finish line. And Paul said we are to
look “unto Jesus the author and the
finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him, endured the
cross…”

“In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. And the Word was

made flesh, and dwelt among us,
(and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only begotten of the Fa-
ther)…” (I John 1:1, 14) He’s not just
the author of our faith, He’s the
finisher of our faith. On the cross of
Calvary, He finished the task, He
finished His race and He endured to
the very end.

As He hung suspended on that
cross, He used what I believe to be
the Aramaic term, “tetelestai” which
is interpreted, “It is finished.” Some
people would tend to believe that
the connotation Jesus used was
saying, “My life is over.” But the
word He used was an accounting
term that actually meant that the
debt had been paid in full. Jesus
endured to the end for the joy that
was set before Him. What was the
joy?

Certainly it couldn’t have been
the cross because He prayed, “Fa-
ther, pass this cup from me if it be thy
will.” The joy was the fact that He
was accomplishing the will of the
Father and there was a celebration
coming and it brought joy to Him.
“Looking unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy
that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is

set down at the right hand of the
throne of God.” (Heb. 12:2)

Paul said, “I have fought a good
fight, I have finished my course…
Henceforth there is laid up for me a
crown of righteousness, which the
Lord… shall give me at that day…”
(II Tim. 4:7-8) Yes, my friend, it will be
a day of celebration.

Conclusion
We all have a race to run. We

have a unique race called the will of
God for your life. Your race is differ-
ent than my race. If we’re going to
run our race and finish well, may we
understand we can look to the past
for our motivation. We can look to
the present and see that we have an
obligation — that baton has been
given to us to run the race and to
finish strong. And, in the end, there
will be a celebration when we hope
to hear those words, “…Well done,
thou good and faithful servant…”
(Matt. 25:21)

The world is a better place today
because Michelangelo didn’t say,
“I don’t do ceilings.”

Finishing Strong from page 6
The world is a better place today

because Martin Luther didn’t say, “I
don’t do doors.”

The world is a better place today
because Noah didn’t say, “I don’t
do arks.”

The world is a better place today
because David didn’t say, “I don’t
do giants.”

The world is a better place today
because Jeremiah didn’t say, “I don’t
do weeping.”

The world is a better place today
because Peter didn’t say, “I don’t do
Gentiles.”

The world is a better place today
because Paul didn’t say, “I don’t
write letters.”

The world is a better place today
because Mary didn’t say, “I don’t
do virgin births.”

And, praise God, the world is a
better place today because our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ didn’t say,
“I don’t do crosses.”

Will the world be a better place
because each one of us ran the race
that God gave us and we finished
strong?

families have committed to doing so, and
I am praying that the other five will join
in as well.  How exciting would it be to
bring a motion to the floor to increase our
budget by $500.00 and then to say, but
it is already paid for by our Leadership
Team?  WOW!  God is an amazing God!

Thanks again for the opportunity to
serve as you missionary to DeSoto
County.  There is truly on other place I
would rather be simply because this is
exactly where god wants me and my
family to be.  “To God be the glory, great
things He had done!”

Kevin Marr

Missionary Edward Duvall
Dear Brethren:

Greetings from your brothers and
sisters in the Mississippi Delta.  We are
beginning to reach our community in
ways other than through church mem-
bership.  We had a team from Child
Evangelism Fellowship come down and
they did a workshop on child evange-
lism.  We had a good participation from
other churches.  The workshop was
quite informative and we had a great time
of fellowship.

We are conducting an outdoor cru-
sade on the 29th of June til the 1st of
July.  We are praying that many souls
would be saved during this time.  We are
asking God to send us just one good
family.

I will be taking seven children to
church camp in July.   Church camp is a
ministry that is foreign to most of the
children here.  I pray that I might be able
to take a bus full of kids to camp next
year.

Another way I want to reach this
community is by starting a BMA insti-
tute one day or offering courses that is
accredited through one of our BMA
schools.  I am open to any suggestions
or help in this area.

Missions
Report
from page 8

Continue to keep us in your prayers
for I know God is doing a great work here
and one day we will be able to clearly see
it.

Thanks for all your prayers and fi-
nancial support.

Missionary Wallace Williams
Greeting Church Family,

God is so faithful to us and has
blessed us richly.  When I say “us” I
include you also.  Thank you so much for
you prayers and support.  The mission
is slowly coming back up since the
storm.  Attendance is slow and the work
on the building is slow, but that is the
story of everyone on the coast.  I thank
God He is always on time and is very
much aware of what is happening.  We
have to keep reminding ourselves that
Jesus is the builder of the Church.  Now
that does not excuse us of doing our part
in serving Him.  We must make ourselves
available and in due time we will reap if
we faint not.

Our average Sunday morning atten-
dance for May was 33 and we had our
first member from our Deaf Ministry to
join and we praise God for him.  We are
hoping that will be the first of many to
come.  We are still meeting outside as we
work on our new building.  So fat it has
been comfortable but I know summer
heat is coming.  Wednesday nights are a
little bit uncomfortable due to the mos-
quitoes and gnats.  It could be worse!

We need  another work day to finish
the frame work around the pulpit area,
rough-in the electrical, place the insula-
tion in the walls and then get an inspec-
tion so we can begin the sheet rock, and
etc.

I want to thank you all for help us
plant a church in the Long Beach ears.
We could not do it without your sup-
port.  So many of you have given so
much and you continue to give.  May the
Lord bless you with abundance.  Thank
you Washington Association for your
special gift this month.  Our hearts are
overwhelmed by the kindness shown to
us from the BMA of Mississippi.  You
are truly mission minded and God is
please with that.
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Riverside, Ellisville Holds Revival
Riverside Baptist Church,

Ellisville, will begin revival services
June 25-28, 2006. Sunday morning
services begin at 11:00 a.m. with
lunch at noon. Afternoon services
will begin at 1:30. Evening services
Monday through Wednesday will
begin at 7:00 p.m. Bro. Frank Panzrino
will be the evangelist.

Dr. Medrick Savell, Pastor

Springhill to hold revival
Springhill Baptist Church will be

in revival June 25-28. The services
will begin 9:45 a.m., Sunday June 25.
WE will enjoy a time of lunch and
fellowship after the morning ser-
vice. We will have an afternoon ser-
vice immediately following lunch.
Our Monday through Wednesday
services will begin at 10:30 a.m. and
7:00 p.m.

Our evangelist this year is Brother
Keith Ulmer, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Louin. We are excited about
our upcoming revival services. As
pastor I would like to invite you to
come and worship the Lord with us
at Springhill. Please be in prayer that
lost souls would be saved and Chris-
tians would be revived.

Love in Christ,
Steven Clark, pastor

First Baptist, Calhoun
to hold revival

First Baptist Church of Calhoun
(near Laurel) invites you to join us
for revival services beginning Sun-
day, June 25, 2006. We will continue
through Wednesday, June 28. Bro.
Greg Bennett will be our evangelist.
We will have our regular Sunday
morning services, lunch at the church
and then an afternoon service be-
ginning at 1:30 p.m. Weekday ser-

vices will begin at 7:00 p.m. each
evening.

Cherie Dearman, clerk

Pineview, Lucedale
Dr. Jerry Rice has resigned our

church at Pineview, Lucedale and
we would like for you to pray for him
and Sister Rice as they go on an-
other field. We covet your prayers
for our church while we are without
a pastor and that God would lead his
man to us the He would have as our
pastor.

We will have our VBS June 19-23
with Dorinda and David Wall as our
directors. We will also have a church
wide fish fry on June 17.

Thanks for praying for us and if
anyone feels led apply for the posi-
tion as pastor, please contact us at
601-947-8790.

Oak Grove Associational Meets
The associational meeting was

hosted by Rocky Branch  Mission-
ary  Baptist, and Rev. Mike Williams
at the May meeting. The welcome
was given by  Bro. Dale Broome and
Bro. Greg Bennett responded. There
were 12 churches represented. The
vision for the association is better
youth  attendance, reaching more
people for the Lord, and that indi-
vidual churches grow  and continue
in the Lord's work. Brother Wallace
Williams was guest speaker. He  had
a wonderful message about God's
work being done on the Mississippi
Gulf Coast since Katrina. We were
all invited to the fellowship for a
great meal,  served by the ladies of
Rocky Branch.

Central Baptist Church, Corinth
Greetings to all from Central. The

Harmony Association  Monthly
meeting was held at Central Baptist
Church on Friday night June 9th.
Following the reports,  Bro. James
Wilson brought a good message on
Holiness.

Everyone is invited to come to
our revival beginning Sunday June
25 through Thursday June 29. Ser-
vices will begin at 7:00 p.m. each
night wtih Bro. James Wilson as our
evangelist. We ask that you all pray
for our services.

Remember: Jesus is right for what-
ever is wrong in your life.

Thelbert Hill, Pastor
Brenda Lankford, Reporter

Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE

FOR SERVICE

Neal Helton
Bro. Neal Helton is available for

pastoral service were ever the Lord
may lead. He 25 years of age and has
been marred to his wife Aliesha for
5 years. He and his wife love to work
with the youth. And he is a member
of Midway Baptist Church,
Leakesville, Mississippi. He may be
reached at 601-508-4319.  For infor-
mation about Bro. Neal you may
contact Leo Sketo at 601-947-7751.

Kenneth Lofton
Kenneth Lofton is availabe for

pulpit supply. He may be reached at
601-729-5592.

Larry Pierce
Bro. Larry Pierce is available for

pulpit supply as the Lord leads. He
has been in the ministry since 1996
and is a 1997 graduate of Southeast-
ern Bible College, Birmingham, Ala-
bama. He may be reached by calling
601-947-3531.

Geraldsons back in states
and available for service

After serving a number of years
as a  self support missionary in the
Middle East countries of Bahrain
and United  Arab Emirates, spon-
sored by Central Baptist Church in
Conway, Arkansas, I have returned

Larry & Cherita Geraldson

to the  States. Cherita and I would
very much like to let folks know  that
we are available to serve, wherever
the Lord leads.  Anyone interested
in contacting us, can  do so at our
home in Conway,  Arkansas at 501-
733-3591 or at Plant720@aol.com.

SOAR
July 4 - 6, 2006

Adam's Mark Hotel, Dallas, TX
Room Rate $79 @ 800-444-2326

Registration $50 ~ June 9 Deadline
www.dcmstudents.org or DCM @ 501-513-3726

Special Mission Emphasis
The Bi-centennial Special Mis-

sions Emphasis offerings for April
and May have begun coming in and
it looks good.  We have six mission-
aries on the field who are doing a
wonderful work toward building
strong churches. With the Lord’s
leading and a good special empha-
sis we are looking forward in the near
future to having other missionaries
on the field.

We will be giving an update on
our special emphasis in the next
issue of this publication.

In Christ,
Rayburn Freeman, Dir.

A Report from Lamb Boulevard Bap-
tist Church.  This church is in a
building program furnished by the
BMA of Mississippi Revolving Loan
Fund.

Dear Brethren:
We are currently awaiting the

results of our “civil” surveys re-
garding electrical and water sup-
plies to the property.  We pray that
our current utility supply is ad-
equate.

The lord has blessed us with 15
additions by baptism.  We continue
to give Him the glory.  On Easter
Sunday, we had to park cars in the
dirt field and we had approximately
115 in service.

Continue to pray for us as we
seek His will in all things.

In Christ,
Harold Hamilton, Pastor
Lamb Missionary Baptist Church
Las Vegas, Nevada

Missionary Kevin Marr
Dear Brethren:

As I talked with one of our mem-
bers recently, I was reminded pf
God’s desire to use our past to min-
ister to people who are a part of our
present.  Johnny is 14 years old and
lives in a home with his brother, his
brother’s girlfriend and a baby, and
his mom who seems to have a new
boyfriend every other month.  He is
in desperate need of love and atten-
tion from a man and for instruction

on how to truly live a life for God.
God has placed this young man at
LifePointe, so that we collectively
could meet that need, and our men
see it and understand the role that
God has given them!

Johnny is just one of the reasons
that LifePointe is a success-story
that God continues to write.  This
teenager received Jesus while riding
in my car to a Men’s Retreat in
Herber Springs, Arkansas.  Though
no one else in his home attends
church regularly, Johnny is faithful
on Sundays and never misses our
TEENLife Group that meets on Mon-
day nights.  He is one of the many
reasons that God moved my family
to Hernando, and one of the reasons
that God chose to build His church
at LifePointe!

As God teaches us how to be “a
church whose heart is people,” I
stand amazed at who He brings our
way and the opportunities He pro-
vides us in their lives.  Last Sunday,
Morgan Patrick attended our church
for the first time.  Why did he come?
God had been working on him for at
least four months, and then Morgan
just showed.  I met his sister at Sand
Hill Baptist Church in Lucedale at
least four months ago, and she prom-
ised to tell her brother about our
mission.  He promised to be back
next week!  It is fun to watch God
build His church!

TEENLife Group
This is our newest Life Group,

and one that we really did not plan
on starting this quickly.  With
Johnny and another family with two
teenage girls attending regularly,
we could not ignore the fact that God
was giving us a small youth group,
so we followed His lead and began
a TEENLife Group which meets on
Monday night at 6 P.M.  We started
with six teenagers and have seen as
many as eight attend so far.  Each
week is completely different as we
meet from house-to-house and learn
more and more of the teenage cul-
ture.  It is exciting to watch these
teens grow in their walk with God
and in their relationships with each
other.

We have put together an exciting
week of Youth Camp which will meet
in Herber Springs, Arkansas, on the
last week of July.  We are looking
forward to taking about twenty teen-
agers with us for a week of fun, food,
and deep Bible study.  We are pray-
ing for God to radically change the

lives of each teenager and each adult
who is present.  Kent Cox, a BMA of
Texas church planter, will be out
featured speaker and will be leading
the music for our camp.

Our First Town Hall Meeting
This Sunday evening at 5 P.M.,

LifePointe will hold her first ever
Town Hall meeting to discuss the
purchase of the property that we are
now renting at 50 Getwell Road South.
This property is currently owned by
the BMA of Mississippi and has
been offered to us at a price between
$130,000 -$150,000 with an additional

$100,000 available for remodeling or
adding an additional building.  This,
of course, is a huge step for us, but
one that our Leadership Team sees
as a necessity for future growth.

As our Leadership Team dis-
cussed and approved taking this
plan to the body for a vote, one of the
wives spoke up and suggested that
the ten families present add $50 to
their monthly giving to make up the
difference between our rent and the
amount of the mortgage on the build-
ing would be.  So far, five of the ten

continued on page 7


