
Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends. 
John 15:13

by Anders Lee
previously written for the 
Desoto Tribune newspaper
Desoto County, Mississippi

Jesus said in John 15:13 
“Greater love hath no man than 
this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends.” America 
has always known that free-
dom isn’t free. Throughout our 
history men and women have 
done what Jesus spoke of here 
in John 15. They have laid 
down their lives for others, 
placing everything on the line.      
 Think with me how heroes 
from the past have done that. 
They have left families with 
hugs, tears, goodbyes, and 
promises of return, but never 
to return again. In the two 
world wars they drowned in 
fiery seas in the Pacific. They 
plunged to their death in dis-
abled planes sprayed by bul-
lets. They died in France be-
fore their feet hit the ground as 
paratroopers. Their bodies laid 
on the beaches of Normandy in 
blood soaked sand. They were 
subject to demented torture. 
They were disemboweled, 
emasculated or beheaded. They 
were ploughed down with ma-
chine guns. The snipers bullet 
picked them off. They were 
bombed from above by planes. 
They were burnt alive, trapped 
in burning tanks. Grenades 
landed in their trenches dis-
membering their bodies.
 In Korea they died on make 
shift operating tables. They 
died from cultural diseases. In 
Vietnam their bodies were left 
in jungles to swell and rot, only 
to be later devoured by wild an-
imals. Boo-be traps sprang up 
and blew their heads off or 
swung round and pierced their 
bodies asunder. In Somalia 
their bodies were mutilated 
and then paraded around in 
public streets as the enemy’s 
prize.

 Since April 19, 1775 when 
minute men and red coats 
clashed at Concord and Lexing-
ton, Americans have known 
that Freedom Isn’t Free. Many 
lives have been lost in free-
dom’s cause. There were over 
25,000 in the Revolutionary 
War, nearly Half a Million in the 
Civil War, over 116,000 in WW I, 
over 400,000 in WW II, nearly 
55,000 in Korea, and over 
59,000 in Vietnam. Hundreds of 
lives have been lost in the Mid-
dle East through time.
 My Grandfather’s and Fa-
ther’s generation has always 
remembered D-Day and Pearl 
Harbor. Until September 11, 
2001 my generation had not 
seen the high cost of freedom. 
That day will be forever etched 
in our minds and it changed 
what we thought as fact, that 
America was a nation that was 
safe at home. Never in our his-
tory on one single day has 
America lost so many. We re-
member them in this season as 
well, those 3,000 lives that per-
ished so quickly and tragically. 
On that day we know of people 
on board planes, regular citi-
zens from different walks of 
life, along with fireman, police-
man and officials who demon-
strated the same patriotism, 
bravery, duty and ultimate sac-
rifice as the men and women 
who have given their lives on 
foreign field. People who laid 
their life down for others! In 
this July 4th season we not 

only remember those who lost 
their lives, but we honor those 
who gave their lives.
 May we as Americans never 
forget freedom’s cost and may 
we be willing to do the same if 
necessary for future genera-
tions. The world has never 
been a safe place. There have 
always been and there will al-
ways be those who oppose this 
nation and the freedom we en-
joy. America has been a nation 
blessed by God who has main-
tained our liberty. We enjoy 
freedom as Americans because 
God’s hand has protected us 
through the devoted people 
who laid their lives down for 
us. 
 But we are not promised 
continuing freedom. Our liberty 
could be snatched away if fu-
ture generations are not willing 
to do what those in our past 
have done. What did they do? 
They honored God and His 
Word and they gave their lives. 
They followed the example of 
Jesus who has also given us 
freedom from sin by laying his 
life down for us. That is ulti-
mately what liberty is based 
on, the liberty from sin that Je-
sus has offered mankind when 
he laid down his life for us. In 
him and only in him can man 
enjoy ultimate freedom! I am 
thankful today to be both an 
American who enjoys freedom 
in this land and a Christian 
who is free in Christ and no one 
can ever take it away.
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Update from Missionary Commi ee
by the editor

 In this issue we are prin ng an extensive le er from the 
Missionary Commi ee concerning items brought up and dis‐
cussed at the recent May 2022 midyear mee ng of the BMA of 
Mississippi. This le er has also been mailed to each BMA of 
Mississippi Church. The Missions Commi ee asked for space to 
clarify some of their procedures and discuss the handling of 
offerings received by the Missions office. They specifically are 
addressing comments by Campground Church concerning the 
handling of the church’s offerings sent to the missions depart‐
ment. Their report begins on page 2.
 The pastor and deacons of Campground Church have sub‐
mi ed a response to the missionary commi ee. That response 
is printed next to the end of the Missionary Commi ee le er.
 There are obvious disagreements over interpreta ons 
and intents from both the commi ee and the church. The pub‐
lishing of these two documents will conclude the covering of 
this topic in this publica on. 

Freedom Isn’t Free Your World Missions Day 2022 Giving
By Sidney Vines 

BMA Missions Relationship Manager

 THANK YOU! Those words do not seem adequate for the sac-
rificial way BMA America churches gave during World Missions 
Day 2022. More than $500,000 was given to the Jerry Kidd Mis-
sions Offering.
 Without your generous giving, we could not do what we do. 
That includes supporting the work of 60 American missionaries 
and church planters and 500 ChangeMaker missionaries in 61 
countries. Because of you, we can continue to add new Change-
Makers like those in Ecuador, Lebanon and Columbia.  
 On behalf of the entire Missions team, I want to express my 
appreciation for being churches that respond to God’s global mis-
sion and support those around the world who are sharing the 
gospel, making disciples, and planting churches. It has been a 
great joy to serve you during my first year on the Missions team, 
and to those of you with whom I’ve connected by phone or in per-
son, thank you for your responsiveness and kindness. 
 Also, it is encouraging to hear how your church supports our 
missionaries. You are an association that loves to see the gospel 
spread to all nations. It is a true blessing to be a part of God’s 
work in and through the BMA. 
 As always, if there is any way that I can serve, please let me 
know. 
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A Nʇʙ Bʇʉʋʐʐʋʐʉ 
 With this issue of the Mississippi Bap st we begin a new 
chapter in so ware and layout procedure. We have been using the 
same publishing so ware for about 35 years. The company was 
sold and the program was only supported for a short me. The cost 
of professional publishing so ware is very expensive and has 
changed a great deal over the years.  In the past we purchased the 
program and it was ours with no further costs. In recent years some 
so ware companies have changed their policies to subscrip on ser‐
vices. This means that your cost for their so ware “never ends”. 
Our old so ware was adequate for our use un l recently.  We have 
hesitate d in upgrading due to the con nued fee we would have to 
pay. 
  We recently discovered a company that produces professional 
so ware at a very reasonable ‘one me’ fee. We have upgraded at 
a very reasonable cost and this issue is the first one published with 
the new program. We have spent a number of hours recently learn‐
ing and discovering new ways of working. This issue may have some 
quirks - we certainly hope not - but we feel this will allow us to do 
be er work with more professional results. Our readers will not be 
able to tell the difference, but our work will be easier and the rela‐

onship with our printer will go a lot smoother. 

AN OPEN LETTER TO THE CHURCHES 
OF THE BMA OF MISSISSIPPI

From The BMA of Mississippi Missionary Committee

This letter is in response to grievances presented in writing 
and verbally read by Pastor Sam Freeman and the Campground 
Baptist Church of Gulfport, MS., to the messengers of the State As-
sociation during the recent Mid-Year meeting in May 2022. Their 
letter stated the reasons why they opposed the election of mission-
ary candidate Jason Goodwin to full missionary status based on 
doctrinal concerns.  Additionally, the document expressed their 
displeasure regarding a paragraph included in a “Letter of Re-
sponse” previously mailed to the churches of our state association 
by the Missionary Committee.  A prior letter had been mailed to all 
the churches of Mississippi by said pastor and church in opposition 
to Bro. Goodwin’s election, as well as to the process taken by our 
Committee in recommending him for full missionary status.  This 
“Letter of Response” addressed the Committee’s actions regard-
ing the recommendation of Bro. Goodwin as a state missionary.  
Additionally, our belief was articulated that the Committee had 
acted in accord with the By-Laws of our association, (as well as 
consistent with historical precedent in similar cases), in our rec-
ommendation to the churches. 

 At the conclusion of this six-page “Letter of Response” made 
by this Committee, the following paragraph was included:

“Concluding Thoughts: It is important to remember that 
Association work is not compulsory work. When a missionary 
is approved, it does not mean that it is compulsory that every 
church support that missionary, specifically.  The beauty of 
Associational Missions is that churches can cooperate without 
necessarily supporting every missionary sent out by other 
churches.  Case in point, Campground Baptist Church, since 
Jan 2015 has only supported, financially, those missionaries 
which she herself sent out. She, as it is her prerogative to do so, 
has not supported general missions throughout this time and 

Continued on page 9 

 Baptist Medical Missions In-
ternational is the humanitarian
/benevolent arm of BMA Mis-
sions. The primary purpose of 
this ministry is to provide hu-
manitarian aid or assistance 
for many nations of the world 
where care is needed because 
of economical, geographic, or 
disaster reasons.

 BMMI is opening doors for 
BMA missionaries to plant new 
churches and make new disci-
ples for Christ all around the 
world. Many churches and indi-
viduals partner with us to serve 
with missionaries. The main 
goal of BMMI is to assist pas-
tors and missionaries in meet-
ing people in their communities. 
Many people come out to a med-
ical clinic to receive healthcare, 
but our prayer is that they leave 
with more than just a few pills. 
We want them to leave with 
hope, the kind that comes from 
knowing Christ. 

 During our clinics, local pas-
tors and missionaries set up an 
evangelism station that each 
patient goes to as a part of our 
rotation. Here they are intro-
duced to Christ, to the local pas-
tor, and to the church. 

 Hear from BMA Missionaries 
Stan and Donna Scroggins 
about how BMMI has impacted 
their lives both as volunteers 
serving with medical missions 
and also as missionaries on the 
field:

 “We always knew how impor-
tant Baptist Medical Missions 
International (BMMI) was to 
the local people who received 
medical care through this min-
istry. Stan and I started travel-
ing with BMMI back in the 
1990s. As a nurse, I relished us-
ing my skills alongside doctors 
and other medical profession-
als to provide care otherwise 
unreachable to the desperately 
poor around the world.

 “Not until we began serving 
as full-time missionaries in the 
Philippines did I understand 
how important BMMI would be 
to us as BMAA international 
missionaries.

 “Living in the Philippines 
has afforded us opportunities to 
be part of teams in Vietnam and 
Cambodia, which opened doors 
for ministry, but it has been 
joining the teams in the Philip-
pines that has meant the most.  

 “First it was in Northern Lu-
zon where Missionary Fil Kaki-
lala works with a ChangeMaker 
missionary planting a church. 
While part of that team we met 
an American Filipino who was 
born and raised on the island of 
Leyte. She asked us to check on 
her village of Tigbagwan in the 
mountains around the city of 
Maasin. That was four years 
ago, and now there is a vital 
mission church in that village.

 “Then in 2019 a team came 
to work directly with us here in 
Talisay City, Philippines. Well, 
let me just say that is when the 
real impact of BMMI’s work be-
came real to us. First, since we 
live in Talisay City we dreamed 
of starting a church in our little 
Jerusalem. BMMI set up a clinic 
right in our little village and 
guess what? That village cap-
tain is now such a good friend 
that he allows us to have com-

plete freedom bringing the 
gospel to his people. This al-
lowed us to take a group of stu-
dents from BMA Bible College 
to do outreach there. It was dur-
ing this time that the village 
captain accepted Christ and 
wanted his entire family to be 
saved also. 

 “Second, the BMMI team 
traveled to our mountain min-
istry in Ahgu to work with Mis-
sionary Church Planter Kevin 
Berayo. Because of this, Kevin 
has now started his third mis-
sion in that region.

 “Not only does BMMI bless 
those desperately in need of 
medical care but also the hearts 
of missionaries. God uniquely 
places a love in the hearts of 
missionaries for the people He 
sends them to reach. That love 
for our dear Filipinos has been 
the biggest effect of the ministry 
of BMMI to us personally. Noth-
ing has brought us greater joy 
than hosting BMMI teams to 
love on our dear Filipinos. 

 “In a time when travel is so 
difficult, when countries are in 
lockdown, when funding is lim-
ited, BMMI still moves on, 
breaking down the hindering 
walls and bringing the love of 
Christ to all peoples of the 
world and to BMA missionaries 
as well.”

Open Doors and Church Plants 
by BMMI Director Dr. Ralph Izard 

Dr. Ralph Izard ministering on a BMMI trip 

Laurel Church  
Seeks Pastor 

The First Bap st Church of 
Shady Grove in Laurel, Missis‐
sippi, is seeking a full- me pastor. 
For those interested or seeking 
informa on please contact pulpit 
commi eemen Denny Johnson at 
601-498-8845 or Darryl Geddie at 
601-498-8808.

Alabama Church  
Seeking Pastor 

 Siloam Missionary Bap st 
Church of Winfield, Alabama ,is 
searching for a pastor. The church 
is located in Faye e County in 
northwest Alabama about 30 
miles from the Mississippi state 
line. The posi on is bi-voca onal. 
Those interested are asked to call 
Jim Carlo at 205-412-9881 or con-
tact him by email at 1857jc@gmail
.com.

Gospel Concert with Gold 
City in Meridian 

 Broadmoor Bap st Church, 
5426 Highway 39 North, Meridian 
(just north of Hardee’s) will host 
Gold City on Thursday,  July 21, 
2022, at 7:00 p.m.  Gold City is an 
American southern gospel quar‐
tet based in Gadsden, Alabama.   
Admission is free and everyone is 
invited to a end.  A love offering 
will be taken.  For more informa‐

on call 601-323-4400 or 
601-482-2229.  



     W hat  doe s su cces s 
look like i n youth min -
is t ry? That' s  b ee n our fo -
cus  in  the last  tw o art i -
c les .  We kno w th at  a s uc -
ce ss fu l youth minis tr y 
is n ' t  abo ut 
n u m b e r s 
or  pe rfec t 
k ids!  W hat 
e l se  does 
s u c c e s s 
me an in 
you th min-
i s t r y ? 
S o m e o n e 
h as  w el l 
s a id ;  "Th ey 
don 't  care 
h ow mu ch 
you  know  un ti l  they  kn ow 
h ow mu ch  you  car e!"  
 I t  w as Novemb er  o f 
1994 w hen  I  took my  f irs t 
you th pos i t ion.  On e of  my 
pr iori t ies  w as  to  mee t 
w ith  th e paren ts to  le t 
the m kno w s ome imme di -
a te p lan s an d get  to  kn ow 
the m be t te r.  The me et ing 
w en t  great .  I  ta lke d  abou t 
an  u pcomi ng  Ch ristmas 

party,  sprin g  re tr eat ,  and 
goin g to  SOAR  i n Kans as 
C i ty that s umme r.  I  w as 
pum ped an d th e paren ts 
w ere  too .  Except  for 
on e… 
 A  lady  came  up to  me 
a fterw ards .  She  s a id ,  " I 
have a qu es t ion. "  Sh e 
asked,  "W hen  are  yo u 
graduat ing  fr om s emi-
nar y? " I  thou ght ,  " Wh at 
in  th e w orld? " I t  was we ll 
kn own  I  had  come to 
Memph is to  go  to  Mid-
Amer ica.  W hy  wou ld  thi s 
eve n mat ter?  I  wou ldn 't 
b e done  for  thre e years  or 
more .  So  I  to ld  he r I 
d idn' t  have a  c lu e.   
 She  had a  son  in  th e 
youth gr oup that was i n 
the e ighth  grade .  He  re-
a l ly  love d  an d had con-
ne c te d  w el l  wi th  th e for-
me r you th pastor.  H e 
though t h e w ould  get  to 
s pend his e nt ire  youth 
years  w ith  hi m.  He  w as 
s tr ugg l ing!  The  Lord  had 
lead  John  (my  prede ce s-
s or) away  r ight  a fter  h e 

comple te d  se minary.  This 
you ng  man  d idn 't  w an t  to 
come  to  you th b ecaus e he 
sa id  that I  wou ld  jus t 
le ave  w he n I 
got don e w ith 
se minary.  He 
d idn' t  want  to 
grow c lose r to 
an other  guy 
th at  w ould 
"b e le avi ng 
be fo re he 
g r a d u a t e d 
High School . 
His ide a w as 
to  go  to  Fir st 
Baptis t  Horn 
Lake wh ere 
th e youth pas tor  had 
be en  fo r  15 ye ars.  " He 
won 't  l eave hi s kids . "    
 My  poin t in  s harin g 
th is is n ' t  to  say,  "Wow! !! 
John  vamped ou t on  the m 
an d d idn 't  car e. "  I  came 
to  kn ow a ll  ab out  John 
an d kne w that w as n' t 
tr ue  a t  al l .  My  poin t is 
simply  th at  pare nts an d 
kids w ant  to  kn ow that 
you r t ime  at  the ir  chu rch 

as a  stude nt  pas tor isn 't 
jus t a ste pping  s tone  and 
a  pay  check durin g  co l -
l ege  or  s emin ary.  The y 
w an t to  k now  that  you ar e 
ther e b e caus e God led 
you ther e and you RE -
ALLY  CARE  ab ou t the m! 
 Let  me  re peat  that 
q uote in  a d i f f er en t w ay. 
Stude nts r ea l ly  "don 't 
car e ho w mu ch  you  kn ow 
un t i l  th ey  kn ow how  much 
you care !"  That  s i tuat ion 
prove d  that to  me.  I t  mo -
t ivated  me to  b e mor e 
dee ply involve d  in  the 

l ives o f  thos e kids!  Eve n 
though I  lacke d  man y 
sk i ll  se ts as a  youth gu y, 
w e a l l  saw  God w ork  as 
w e s urr en dere d  to  Him 
and by  His  grace car ed 
for  pare nts an d stude nts.   
 I ' ve be en  r eading  and 
stu dyin g  throu gh the 
Gos pel  o f  J ohn re ce nt ly 
and came to  the fami l iar 
t ruths  o f  J ohn 10.  In that 
pass age  Je sus  addr es se s 

th e fact  that  He was th e 
Good She pher d! He con-
tr asts Hims el f  wi th  a 
"h irel in g . "  The  "hir el ing" 
is  simply  a  pa id  wor k 
hand that  te nds  to  th e 
she ep.  He  does n' t  r ea l ly 
car e ab ou t them.  A 
"h irel in g" l eaves  w he n 
th e get t ing  is  good! A 
tr ue  s he pher d  cares 
dee ply  for  the  s hee p and 
wi l l  love ,  l ead ,  and  pro-
te c t the m. 
 Do  you re a lly  care for 
yo ur kid ' s  paren ts?  Ar e 
yo u ge nui nely  in  th e 
yo uth mi nis tr y for  th e 
sp ir i tu a l w e ll -be ing  o f 
stude nts ? Ar e you us ing 
th e p lace  w he re you  ar e 
as a  ste pping  s ton e to  go 
to  anothe r locat ion?  Ar e 
yo u ju st  the re  for  a  pay 
ch eck s o  that  your  co l-
le ge days  go  we ll ?  Ar e 
yo u a  tr ue  s hephe rd  or 
simply  anothe r 
"h irel in g?"  
 Le t  me  e nd this  o n 
th es e two thou ghts:  
 1.  I  th ink you  k now  ( at 
hear t)  the an sw er s to 
th ose  qu es tion s.  The re  is 
to o  much a t  s take for  yo u 
to  b e in i t  f or  th e wr ong 
re as ons !  
 2.  You  wi l l  have  gre at 
su cce ss in youth min ist ry 
i f  you gen uin ely  care ! 
Paren ts an d stu dents  w i ll 
overlook a lo t  o f  i nsu f fi -
cie nc ie s i n you  and th e 
minis t ry  w hen  the y know 
YOU r ea l ly  care! !!    
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Do Yo u Real ly  Care?

B y Ange la Rice 

Mi ss ion ari es  con si der 
“hom e”  to  be  whe re ver 
the ir  m iss ion  f i eld  is  lo -
cated ,  but  tho se  of  w ho 
ser ve a t  BM A M iss ion s love 
to  we lcome  them  “back 
hom e ” dur in g  the ir  fur -
lou ghs and other  s ta tes ide 
r etu rn s.  We  are  ble sse d to 
have two re cen t ly  r em od-
e led  prope r t ie s nex t  to  our 
of f i ces  th at  we  of fer  for a 
te mpor ary  hom e  base an d 
a  com for tab le ,  re laxin g 
s tay.
 After  a re ce nt  tour  of 
ou r G loba l  Mi ss ion s  Cen ter 
campu s,  I  to ld  M rs .  Bar -
bar a  Spe er,  a  Fi rs t  Bapt is t 
Chur ch Carthage , Texas, 
chur ch m em ber,  t hat  our 
two mi ss i onary  h ouses 
n ee ded u pdat ing ,  e spe -
c ia l ly  the  beds  and be d-

di ng .  I  also  shar e d m y  de -
s ir e to  r ai se  the  n ece ssary 
fu nds  because I wante d  the 
hou se s  to  fe el  mor e  l i ke 
hom e . Not  long  a fte r Mr s. 
Barbara ’ s re tur n to  Texas, 
FB C Carth age  be cam e the 
f i rs t  chur ch to  take  on this 
pr ojec t  an d r a ise fun ds to 
u pdate  fur ni tur e and dé cor 
i n one  of  the cottages .
 Whe n M rs .  Bar bar a, 
a long  wi th Mrs .  Carol  Ca in, 
came  back  to  Con way, th ey 
we re  on a  m iss ion  to  shop 
and decor at e.  The y tota l ly 
r em odele d  on e of  the  be d-
r ooms  and added a  kin g-
s ize d  be d,  che st  o f  dr aw-
e rs ,  beddi ng ,  lamps  an d 
p i ctu re s for  each bedr oom. 
After  m y on l in e pos t  abou t 
the  r en ovat i ons ,  other s  be -
gan aski ng  to  help  an d 
gave e nou gh fu nds  to  f in -
i sh on e of  the  hou se s, 
wh ich l ooks  beaut i ful ! 

 As  w e be gan  pr epar a-
t io ns  to  re mo del  the othe r 
hou se ,  w hich is  o lde r and 
ne eds  n ew  pa in t  and f l oor-
in g ,  m aj or water  dam age 
was  d iscover ed.  The  wi n-
dows  and fram in g m ust  be 
re placed and w il l  add to 
the  expe nse ,  but  we ar e so 
thank ful  for  people  who 
love  our  mi ssi onari es  and 
want  the ho uses  to  fe el 
l i ke  hom e to  e ver yo ne  who 
s tays  i n them . 
 If  you are  i nte re ste d  i n 
he lp in g  out ,  let  m e kn ow. 
Any  am oun t  g i ve n wi l l  be 
use d for our  m issi onar y 
hom es  an d n ee ds that  m ay 
come  up.   To gi ve,  se nd 
your  che ck  to  BM A Mi s-
s ion s/M iss ion ar y  Care , 
m em o:  M iss ion ar y  Hou se , 
P.O.  Box 878  Conway,  AR 
72033 .  I f  you  have  que s-
t io ns ,  ca l l  me  at 
214-498-3041 .

Welcome Home to  Our Miss ionaries 
 The editor saw this post on Facebook  

and thought our readers would enjoy it...

My grandmother always drank her coffee like this!  
I thought it was because it was too hot. Do you remember  
older generations drinking from their saucer? Then today  

I came across this poem that made me feel there was  
symbolism to the coffee ritual.

DRINKING FROM MY SAUCER
BY JOHN PAUL MOORE

I’VE NEVER MADE A FORTUNE AND IT’S PROBABLY TOO LATE NOW.
BUT I DON’T WORRY ABOUT THAT MUCH, I’M HAPPY ANYHOW.

AND AS I GO ALONG LIFE’S WAY, I’M REAPING BETTER THAN I SOWED.
I’M DRINKING FROM MY SAUCER, ‘CAUSE MY CUP HAS OVERFLOWED.

I DON’T HAVE A LOT OF RICHES, AND SOMETIMES THE GOING’S TOUGH.
BUT I’VE GOT LOVED ONES AROUND ME, AND THAT MAKES ME RICH ENOUGH.

I THANK GOD FOR HIS BLESSINGS, AND THE MERCIES HE’S BESTOWED.
I’M DRINKING FROM MY SAUCER, ’CAUSE MY CUP HAS OVERFLOWED.

I REMEMBER TIMES WHEN THINGS WENT WRONG,  
MY FAITH WORE SOMEWHAT THIN.

BUT ALL AT ONCE THE DARK CLOUDS BROKE,  
AND THE SUN PEEPED THROUGH AGAIN.

SO GOD, HELP ME NOT TO GRIPE ABOUT THE TOUGH ROWS THAT I’VE HOED.
I’M DRINKING FROM MY SAUCER, ‘CAUSE MY CUP HAS OVERFLOWED.

IF GOD GIVES ME STRENGTH AND COURAGE,  
WHEN THE WAY GROWS STEEP AND ROUGH.

I’LL NOT ASK FOR OTHER BLESSINGS, I’M ALREADY BLESSED ENOUGH.
AND MAY I NEVER BE TOO BUSY, TO HELP OTHERS BEAR THEIR LOADS.

THEN I’LL KEEP DRINKING FROM MY SAUCER, 
 ‘CAUSE MY CUP HAS OVERFLOWED.



 Early Monday (June 27, 2022), 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
6-3 in favor of a high school foot-
ball coach who was fired after 
kneeling at midfield to offer a 
quiet prayer of thanks following 
games. 
 Coach Joe Kennedy's case 
against the Bremerton (Wash-
ington) School District began in 
September 2015 when he was in-
formed via a letter from the dis-
trict that his post-game prayers 
were being investigated for com-
pliance with the school board's 
policy on "religious-related activ-
ities and practices." 
 The district ultimately fired 
Kennedy for his brief, 30-second 
prayers – and thus began his le-
gal battle to get his job back. He 
was represented by First Liberty 
Institute. 
 "This is a tremendous victory 

for Coach Kennedy and religious 
liberty for all Americans," says 
Kelly Shackelford, president, 
CEO, and Chief Counsel for First 
Liberty. "Our Constitution pro-
tects the right of every American 
to engage in private religious ex-
pression, including praying in 
public, without fear of getting 
fired. 
 "We are grateful that the 
Supreme Court recognized what 
the Constitution and law have al-
ways said – Americans are free 
to live out their faith in public." 

Remarks from  
Coach Kennedy …
 "I just can't stop smiling and 
thanking God and everybody 
who supported me. I found out 
that I'm not insane. It's abso-
lutely true of all the facts of the 
case, and it just feels good to 

know that the First Amendment 
is alive and well." 
 "It doesn't matter what your 
faith is – or if you have no faith – 
[the ruling] just proves that this 
is America and the First Amend-
ment applies [to everyone]. And 
nobody should have to worry … 
now especially, about just be-
cause you want to thank God, 
you can do it now. That's just an 
awesome thing for everybody." 

 "It is so bizarre to me [that] 
something as simple as taking a 
knee for 15 seconds in thanks af-
ter a football game has made 
this much noise and [went] all 
the way to the Supreme Court. It 
seems just weird to me." 
 Voting in the majority were 
Justices Neil Gorsuch, Clarence 
Thomas, Samuel Alito, Amy 
Coney Barrett, and Brett Ka-
vanagh, and Chief Justice John 
Roberts. The three dissenting 
votes were cast by Justices So-
nia Sotomayor, Elena Kagan, 
and Stephen Breyer. 
 The case is Kennedy v. Bre-
merton School District. Lower 
courts, including the Ninth U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals, had 
sided with the district. As it has 
done many times before, the 
Supreme Court today reversed 
the Ninth Circuit's ruling.

 "A game-changer: Victory for Coach Kennedy 



Moral Action ministries to 
Missouri and Washington, D.C. 
was a delight and spiritually 
uplifting.  Moral Action is a mis-
sionary, evangelistic, and teach-
ing work all in one agency of the 
Baptist Missionary Association.  
Since the 1980’s Dr. Roy 
McLaughlin of Michigan and 
myself have carried a banner 
for our God and the B.M.A.

Our people are beginning to 
see that this endeavor is worthy 
of prayer and financial support 
from all our churches, pastors, 
deacons, and other depart-
ments of the B.M.A. cause.  The 
eyes of our Savior are on this ef-
fort.  We go in His name and for 
His cause, and that makes us 
glad in Christ.

Mrs. Adams (Darla) and I left 
for middle Missouri on Satur-
day, June 4th to speak at Ohlman 
Missionary Baptist Church, 
Bunker, Mo.  As a fellow South-
erner I would declare – “right in 

the middle of 
the Mark 
Twain Na-
tional Forrest”.

It is a spirit-
filled church 
under the ca-
pable leader-
ship of Pastor 
Terry Sharpe.  
The Pastor and 
W.M.A. leader 
Mrs. Janet 
Widger extended this invitation 
for God and Country.  A gra-
cious gift offering was shared 
with Moral Action.  They see 
the value of this agency for the 
B.M.A. churches and its out-
reach to America.

With a total of 2,500 plus 
miles, we traveled on to D.C. 
through the states (there and 
back to Mississippi), staying 
less than 3 to 5 blocks away 
from the U.S. Capitol and the 
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U.S. Supreme Court.  We saw 
America at work closely.

God allowed us to share two 
Facebook-John Adams films at 
the Washington National Cathe-
dral to pray that our nation will 
return to the God of Eternity.  
The second film was at the U.S. 
Pentagon with 800 hits on our 
Facebook pages.  People are 
truly concerned.

Tuesday gave us encourage-
ment as we interviewed U.S. 
Representative Brian Steil of 
Wisconsin.  This Congressman 
has been and is a conservative 
Christian who made his stand 
crystal clear about America 
needing a return to God.

We attended the U.S. Con-
gressional Briefing in the 
lower Auditorium of the Hyatt 
Regency at Capitol Hill.  Moral 
Action has and will stand for 

Godly living, with Biblical 
precedent.  In the Congres-
sional Briefing there was posi-
tive and negative words about 
Roe vs. Wade, the securing of 
the southern U.S. borders, etc., 
etc.

Having known of the work 
done by the A.C.L.U. (American 
Civil Liberties Union), we dis-
cussed with Congressman Steil 
about how the 3 judge 9th circuit 
court wants to remove “Under 
God” in the pledge.   We also dis-

cussed this with U.S. Congress-
man from Georgia 8th District 
Austin Scott; Alabama 4th Dis-

trict Robert Aderholt; U.S. Sen-
ator James Langford of Okla-
homa who is very familiar with 
B.M.A. folks, and U.S. House 
member Lee Zelden of Long Is-
land-New York (who is running 
for New York governor).  Con-
gressman Zelden is a Jew with 

strong Israeli ties.  We talked of 
our faithfulness to the nation Is-
rael and Jerusalem.

We discussed: 1) maintaining 
the words “Under God” in the 

pledge to our American flag; 2) 
having all our U.S. borders se-
cured; 3) the undying support of 
God’s people, Israel; 4) the 
words “In God We Trust” on our 
coins/currency; 5) the overturn 
of Roe vs. Wade with the 
volatile subject of abortion, and 
6) the sins of homosexuality in 
men and women, etc., etc. of 
moral issues.

We were not able to see U.S. 
Senator Ted Cruz for our visit 
with him.  His Chief of Staff re-
minded us of his frequent trips 
to Uvalde, Texas and the over-
whelming sadness and horror 
of that small town and its fami-
lies.

May I suggest all who read 
this to not take our freedoms 
for granted.  There are those 
who hate God, hate our nation 
and truly hate Christians.  Our 
strength is in Him, the God of 
Heaven and Earth.

All these efforts to e-mail, 
text, write letters, Facebook, 
and travel to D.C. and actually 
meet and talk face to face was 
and is our work for Christ.  We 
saw the entire Briefing Legisla-
ture picture taken.  Our prayers 
are with them.  I invite you to 
keep praying for these leaders.

They had on their minds the 
end to violence on the streets of 
America, the border calamity, 

Re:Charge  
Leaders  Oasis  
Set  for September
 Mark 3 desc r ibes Jesus 
wi thdrawi ng f rom the 
crowds  that had begun fol ‐
lowing h im everywhere.  I t 
was the  most i mportant 
t ime in history:
 The Mess iah had come 
to  save the  world.
 He woul d s oon  appoint 
the  Twel ve.
 He woul d teach  mankind 
the  most  rad ical  ideas ever 
heard .  .  .  and  Jesus  took 
t ime to  get away and  pray, 
to  reset ,  and to  refocus .  I f 
the  Son  of  God took t ime 
to  do so,  how much more 
should we look for  oppor‐
tuni ti es  to  change our 
pac e and ref rame our 
minds.
 Re:Charge  Leaders Oas is 
is  September 27-29,  2022, 
at the  beauti fu l  Hote l  Hot 
Springs  in Hot  Spr ings,  A r‐
kansas .  Th is year,  pastor, 
author and speaker Bi l l  El ‐
l i ff  wi l l  be  s peaking,  Trav is 
Sel l ers f rom Ant ioc h Bap‐
t ist  Church  wi l l  lead wor‐
sh ip,  and funny  man Brad 
St ine wi l l  be our d inner 
entertainment one 
eveni ng.
 For  more  informat ion, 
regist rati on ,  and hote l 
reservati ons,  go  to 
w w w . b m a a m e r i c a . o r g /
recharge

 T h e  Ga r i f u n a  s t o r y  i s 
o n e  o f  t r a g e d y  a n d  t r i -
u m ph  th a t  b e g a n  w i th 
s la v e r y  i n  t h e  1 7 00 s . 
S h ip w r e c k e d  an d  l e f t  to 
f e n d  f or  t h e m s e l ve s ,  t h e 
p e o pl e  gr o u p  e v e n t u a l l y 
s e t t l e d  i n  H o n d u r as /B e -
l i z e  c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  T h e y 
h a v e  f ac e d  -  a n d  co n -
t i n u e  t o  f a ce  -  h ar d s h i p s 
i n c l u d i n g  go v e r n m e n t 
t a ke o ve r  o f  t h e i r  h i g h l y 
p r o f i t ab le  b e ac h e s .  
 B u t  t h o s e  ar e  n o t  t h e 
o n ly  a r e a s  w h e r e  th e y 
h a v e  s e t t l e d .  T h e r e  i s 
n o w  a n  e s t i m a t e d  p o pu -
l a t i o n  o f  2 00 , 0 00  G a r i -
f u n a  i n  N e w  Yo r k  C i t y, 
w h e r e  B M A  Mi s s i o n s  i s 

e x c i t e d  t o  h e l p  p la n t  t h e 
f i r s t  G a r i f u n a - s p e a k i n g 
co n gr e g a t i o n  i n  A m e r -
i ca .  
 B M A  Mi s s i o n s  r e p r e -
s e n ta t i ve s  r e c e n t l y 
t r av e l e d  t o  t h e  B r o n x  to 
ce le b r a t e  a n d  p ar t i c i -
p at e  i n  th e  o r d i n a t i o n  o f 
Pas to r  C h e r r y  Ga m b o a , 
fo r me r  c o -p a s t o r  o f  a 
B MA  G a r i fu n a - l a n g u a g e 
co n gr e g a t i o n  i n  S a n 
J u a n ,  H o n d u r as .  W i th  a 
s e c u l a r  j o b  fo r  f i n a n c i a l 
s u p p o r t ,  t w o  y e a r s  ag o 
h e  a n d h i s  fa m i ly  r e l o -
ca te d  t o  t h e  B r o n x  to 
p la n t  a  c h u r c h  a n d i m -
m e d i a te ly  b e ga n  b u i l d -
i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  i n v i t -

i n g  p e o p l e  t o  c h u r c h 
s e r v i c e s ,  a n d  l o o k i n g 
f o r  a  p l a ce  to  a cc o m m o -
d a t e  a t t e n d e e s .  
 A f t e r  o u t g r o w i n g  t h e 
f i r s t  l o ca t i o n ,  th e y  n o w 
r e n t  p a r t  o f  a  b u i l d i n g 
a n d  r e g u la r l y  b a p t i z e 
n e w  b e l i e ve r s .  I n  fa c t , 
d u r i n g  t h e  o r d i n a t i o n 
s e r v i c e ,  f i v e  n e w  b e l i e v -
e r s  ca m e  f o r w a r d  f o r 
b a p t i s m,  w h i ch  i s  n ot 
s u r p r i s i n g  s i n ce  e t h n i c 
g r ou p s  a r e  mu ch  mo r e 
r e s p o n s i v e  to  t h e  g o s p e l 
t h a n  A m e r i ca n s .  A f te r 
b a p t i s m th e  co n gr e g a -
t i o n  i s  ve r y  i n t e n t i o n a l 
a n d  p r o a c t i v e  i n  d i s c i -
p l i n g  n e w  c o n v e r t s .   

 B M A  M i s s i o n s  Pr e s i -
d e n t  J o h n  D av i d  S m i t h 
s ay s ,  “Fo r  m e  as  a  m i s -
s i o n a r y,  t h e  m o s t  e x c i t -
i n g  th i n g  ab o u t  t h i s 
c h u r ch  p l an t  i s  t h e  a s -
p e c t  o f  g e n e r a t i o n a l 
m u l t i p l i c a t i o n .  D u r i n g 
t h e  s e r v i ce ,  t h e  q u e s -
t i o n  w a s  a s k e d ,  ‘ H o w 
m a n y  o f  y o u  w e r e  ta u g h t 
i n  S u n da y  s c h o o l  c l as s 
i n  H o n d u r a s  w i t h 
B r o th e r  D av i d  D i ck s o n 
a l l  th o s e  y e a r s  a g o ? ’ 
A b o u t  h a l f  t h e  c o n g r e -
g a t i o n  r a i s e d  th e i r 
h a n d s .  
 “ B u t  Pa s t o r  Ch e r r y  i s 
n o t  a  d i r e c t  d i s c ip l e  o f 
B r o th e r  D av i d .  H e  i s  t h e 
d i s c i p l e  o f  a  d i s c i p l e . 
S o m e t i m e s  i t  ta k e s  a 
g e n e r at i o n  o r  s o  t o 
m a k e  r e a l  p r o gr e s s  a n d 
f o r  t h at  w o r k  t o  m at u r e . 
I t ’ s  j u s t  a  g r e a t  e x pr e s -
s i o n  o f  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e 
g o s pe l ,  th e  fa i t h fu ln e s s 
o f  Go d ,  a n d  h o w  h e  u s e s 
p e o p le  to  fu l f i l l  h i s  m i s -
s i o n . ” 
 W i th  a b o u t  12 0  p e o p l e 
i n  a t t e n d an ce ,  t h e  s e r -
v i c e  a ls o  i n c lu de d  a  s e r -
m o n ,  a  w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e 
w i th  b o n g o  d r u m s ,  b a p-
t i s m ,  a  b ab y  d e d i ca t i o n , 
a n d  Fat h e r ’ s  d ay  g i f t -
g i v i n g .  T h e n  c h u r c h 
m e m b e r s  b r o u g h t  fo o d 
a n d  co n t i n u e d  c e l e b r a t -
i n g  G o d ’ s  pr o v i s i o n  o f 
t h i s  ch u r c h  i n  t h e 
B r o n x . 

Ge ne rationa l  Mul t ip l ica t ion  G ar if ina Sty le 



SBC Professor and Staff Highlight
Robbie Walters, Athletic Director

 In 1969, I enrolled at Southeastern Baptist College as a full 
time student. Although I was hesitant, my father insisted that I 
keep a previous commitment to play basketball for Coach A. G. 
Robinson at Southeastern. My desire was to go elsewhere after 
graduation from West Jones High School as a four-sport letter-
man and Missis-
sippi Basketball All-
star, but thanks to 
my father, that was 
not to be. 
 It took a while be-
fore I realized that 
SBC was really a 
good choice for me 
after all. Dr. A. R. 
Reddin, Bro. Marion 
Wilson, Coach 
Robinson, and the 
faculty and family at 
our school made a 
lasting impression 
on many of us who 
were in attendance. 
Our administrators 
and faculty were 
good men who rep-
resented the school 
in a Godly manner. Coach Robinson was an outstanding re-
cruiter for our school. Athletic scholarships were given during 
this time, so he was able to bring in quality players from 
throughout the South. Our teams were very competitive while 
playing strong schedules which included several of the commu-
nity colleges throughout our state and in Louisiana. 
 Our basketball games bring back lasting memories, but by 
far, the greatest dividend received are the lifelong friendships 
that were formed during my tenure at SBC. Almost all of these 
young men from our team have become successful individuals 
who have raised strong Christian families. Our conversations of-
ten are reflective of our experiences at SBC and God’s grace on 
each of us. The most common theme is how grateful we are that 
God spared us until we came to the full knowledge of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 God’s blessings on my life are too many to acknowledge; a 
wonderful wife, four children, and three grandchildren are at 
the top of my list. I am also blessed to serve locally as a deacon 
at Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church. Twila, my wife of 32 years, 
and I are also involved in several other ministries. One of the 
most exciting and rewarding is our jail and prison ministry. 
 After coaching for close to 20 years in public and private 
schools and retiring from Chevron after 33 years, I am honored 
and excited to serve as Athletic Director at my alma mater. My 
door is always open to all who are interested in the future of 
SBC. I will strive to make SBC athletics a good and Godly repre-
sentation for our college. Jeremiah 33:3 states, “Call unto me, 
and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not.” It is my prayer that God will use us to 
accomplish great things at SBC which will bring honor and glory 
to His name.
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President’s Perspective 

“Blessed be the Lord, who
daily loadeth us with bene-
fits, even the God of our salva-
tion. Selah.” Psalm 68:19

 We have entered the Summer 
of 2022 with continued grateful-
ness and appreciation for our 
Board of 
Trustees and 
dedicated fac-
ulty and staff 
as they con-
tinue to ac-
co m mo da te , 
educate and 
evangelize an 
ever growing 
student body. 
 Southeast-
ern faces the nationwide situa-
tion of inflation that may soon 
lead to lower enrollments as a 
result of the ever increasing 
costs across the board. How-
ever, we continue to trust the 
Lord to provide for the needs of 
our ministry, remembering that 
God has led us through many 
difficult situations in the past. 
We are blessed as we look back 

and see that the needs of the 
college have always been met 
as God used His people through 
individual giving and through 
the churches of the BMA of Mis-
sissippi and their faithful offer-
ings. 
 The goal of our annual July-
August 2022 Special Emphasis 
Campaign, is to monetarily help 
us safely move SBC through 
those lean months of July 
through September. The Fed-
eral Pell Grant funds from our 
new students are not received 
until the end of September, 
making these months a fiscal 
challenge and the Special Em-
phasis offerings will enable the 
college to function in a fiscally 
safe arena. 
 The financial goal for South-
eastern Baptist College during 
these Special Emphasis months 
is $100,000. We are asking each 
church in the BMA of Missis-
sippi to give between $1,000-
$2,000 or above, as God leads 
and provides. Any monies be-
yond that amount will go di-
rectly into a fund for replacing 
our deteriorating parking lot 

and a new and more appropri-
ate college sign. 
  As you consider the mone-
tary gifts you will make during 
the Special Emphasis months, I 
invite you to partner in the min-
istry of Southeastern Baptist 
College where your gifts will 
make an eternal difference in 
the lives of each student, as well 
as the faculty and staff. Please 
mail your gifts to Southeastern 
Baptist College, 4229 Hwy 15 N, 
Laurel, MS 39440 with a note 
specifying SBC 2022 Special 
Emphasis Program.  
 Because of your prayers and 
generosity, together we have 
the privilege of educating the 
next generation for the glory of 
God. Thank you for supporting 
Southeastern Baptist College! 

“Give, and it shall be given 
unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken to-
gether, and running over, shall 
men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that ye 
mete withal it shall be mea-
sured to you again.” Luke 6:38
 Equipping the saints,
 Dr. Carson 

Fall Semester Registration
 We are currently registering for the Fall Se-
mester. Classes begin August 15, 2022. Go to our 
website at https://southeasternbaptist.edu/fu-
ture-students/application to begin your college 
education journey today! Or call SBC at 
601-426-6346. We have one of the lowest private 
college tuition in the nation! 

Online Bible Degrees
 Did you know you can earn your accredited 
Bible college degree in the comfort of your own 
home? You can take one class (3 hours) or up to 
18 hours completely online. And you need not be 
living in Mississippi to take classes at Southeast-
ern! You may want to have a discussion with your 
children or grandchildren today about taking 
classes with SBC. We are conservative and Bible 
centered. Our credits are transferable to many 
other accredited colleges. Go to our website at 
https://southeasternbaptist.edu/future-students/
application to begin your college education jour-
ney today! Or call SBC at 601-426-6346. 

Now Recruiting Women Athletes!
 Want to play college level sports? Here’s your 
opportunity! SBC is recruiting for Women’s Bas-
ketball and Women’s Volleyball. Contact our Ath-
letic Department immediately at 601-426-6346. 

Estate Planning
 Does your personal estate planning include a 
donation to Southeastern Baptist College? Con-
tact Rosemary Davis at 601-426-6346 discuss 
with her how you can bless SBC with your special 
gift.

Charger Cafe
 Good news! We have a person who will oper-
ate the Charger Café for the Fall semester. One 
major change is that the café will no longer be 
open to the public. The café will operate only in 
support of our students.

Memorial Gifts
 God bless for the following persons for their 
generous donations to Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege:
 - Don & Bonnie Brown in memory of Charles 
Wesley “Bud” Harper
 - Joe and Bobbie Ishee in memory of Brian 
Kirby
 - John Wilson in memory of Peggy Wilson
 - Joy Steele in memory of William (Sonny) 
Steele
 - Bonnie Akers in memory of Travis Akers
 Your gracious gifts enable SBC to continue 
preparing young Christian men and women to 
live their faith in an ever increasingly godless so-
ciety.

Need a Preacher?
Dr. Carson is available to fill the pulpit or to 

make a presentation about the work and vision of 
Southeastern Baptist College. Chaplain (Colonel) 
Carson can also provide an update on the BMAA 
Chaplaincy and deliver a related message. 
Thank you to Big Creek Baptist Church of Soso, 
MS, for recently inviting Dr. Carson to preach 
their Sunday morning messages. You can reach 
Dr. Carson at 601-433-4736 or at scarson@south-
easternbaptist.edu

Dr. Sco  Carson 
President 

Dr. Carson presents Caroline Adams a going away gi  for 
her faithful service as the SBC Registrar 

Tree 
Removal 
Mississippi 

Power 
removed 

some trees 
for free as 
they were 
interfering 
with their 

power lines 

Alumnus Robbie Walters signs  
as SBC’s newest Athle c Director 
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SBC staff members working policy changes during the summer months Summer renova ons con nue in Granbury Hall 

The college sign is in need of an upgrade. The cost is great but 
so in the need. Your help with this project will pay dividends for 
years to come. 

Out With The Old - In With The New 

Caring for our Missionaries 
Jonathan Montgomery recently transitioned from part-time to 

full-time status with BMA Missions as Director of Missionary 
Care. Jonathan previously served as youth and children’s pastor 
at First Baptist Church of Taylor, Arkansas, for eleven years and 
this month marks fifteen years of service in full-time student 
ministry.  
 Originally from Springhill, Louisiana, Jonathan’s passion for 
missions started years ago as a VSM student. He then served as 
a VSM team leader, assisted in training other VSM leaders, and 
has led several other short-term trips.  
 When the pandemic began in 2020, BMA Missions assembled 
a team to regularly check on every missionary during the earliest 
months of the pandemic. Jonathan served on this team, and for 
the last year worked as Bro. Jerry Kidd’s assistant for missionary 
care.  
 When asked why missionary care is important, Jonathan 
replied, “The life of a missionary presents many unique 
challenges both in preparing to go, serving on the field, and 
transitioning back to the States after years of service.  
 “Missionary Care is designed to help our missionary servants 
during these stages of their service and to help them through each 
transition and whenever a crisis comes up. We hope to minister to 
the whole missionary (spiritual, physical, mental, and emotional 
health of each individual) as well as the whole family.  
 “Missionary Care primarily offers encouragement and prayer 
support, but we also can connect our missionaries with 
counselors and coaches for additional support during tough 
times. We are here to serve our missionaries as they serve 
others.” 
 Jonathan and his wife, Mandy, have two sons: Max, 12, and 
Ben, 9. They are a “baseball family,” so most of their spare time is 
spent at the boys’ ball games and practices. They also love to 
travel and have a goal of visiting all 50 states. In the last two years 
they have traveled 10,000 miles and visited 42 states. They hope 
to attend a game at all of the Major League Baseball parks. 
Jonathan also enjoys reading, especially historical books and 
biographies. 
 His start date at BMA Missions was May 1, but he has been 
“serving our missionaries as they serve others” for years. Join us 
in welcoming Jonathan to the Missions team.  

 W he n I  w as in high 
school  and  the  su mmer  a f-
te r,  I  was in vi te d  to  s erve 
in middle school  minis t ry. 
An d that 's  w her e m y love 
for  middle s chool and  high 
school  g ir l s  be gan .  Re al ly, 
that ’s  w her e my  love  for 
minis tr y b egan .” 

 S idne y V ine s has a 
heart  for  min ist ry,  par tic -
ular ly  to  youn g g ir l s , 
which is  the  per fe c t ca ll -
ing  for  a  youth pas tor’s 
wi fe wh o s erve s alon gside 
him.  S ince Se pte mbe r o f 
2021 ,  s he has  s erve d  as 
rela t ions hip  manage r for 
BMA Mis sion s.  A  l i f et ime 
BMA ch urch m emb er,  s he 
gr ew  up at  Mou nt  Ol ive  in 
Guy,  Ark an sas ,  a t te nde d 
co l l ege a t  UALR (U nive r-
si ty o f  Ar kansas  a t  L i t tl e 
Rock ),  th en  met  Chris 
Vin es  at  a  Pass ion confe r-
ence  in  he r soph omore 
ye ar.  

 A  ye ar  la ter  th ey  mar-
ried  an d moved to  Fo rt 
Wor th w hi le Ch ris a t -
te nde d Southw es te rn 
Bapt is t Theolog ical  Se mi-
nary  an d she  se rved  in 
stude nt  min ist ry  a t a 
chu rch the y a tte nde d. 
Du rin g  the ir  t ime  a t 
Southw es te rn ,  s he was 
even t co ordinator for  the 
De partmen t o f  In st i tu -
tion a l Advan ce men t,  a  j ob 
she  love d . 
 I n 2014  Cl i f  J ohn son 
as ke d Chris  to  j o in the 
staf f  a t  Gar ret t  Me moria l 
in Hope ,  Arkans as,  as 
stude nt  p as to r,  s o  the y 
move d to  sou th  Ark an sas 
with  their  s on,  ten -month-
o ld  Carson .  T wo ye ars 
la ter  Ell io t  w as  b orn . 
Hope h as  be en  their  home 
for  eight  ye ars,  an d  the y 
fe el  b le ss ed  to  s erve 
alon gs ide an d be  d isc i -
p le d  by  C l i f  an d  his  wi fe 
Kris ti .   
 As  he r b oys got  o lde r, 
Sidne y b egan  doing  we d-
d ing  p lann in g.  In  co l l ege 
she  had complete d  a year-
lon g  inter ns hip  p lus  ce rt i -
f ica tio n in the b us ine ss , 

the n wor ke d for  a  w ed-
d ing  f l oris t  in  Fo rt  Worth, 
gr eat  t ra in ing  for  la te r 
whe n chu rch memb er s 
an d fr ien ds b egan ask ing 
her fo r  he lp  with  w ed-
d ings.  Four years  ago  sh e 
we nt  fu ll  t ime in the  w ed-
d ing  p lann ing  and f lor al 
desi gn  b us ines s.  
 Ch ris and  Sidne y have 
also  be en  on mis si on 
tr ips,  se rved  o n VSM 
te am s,  and  led  the ir 
chu rch o n tr ips in th e 
Sta tes  and ab road.  Sid -
ney  s ays,  “ I ' ve a lways 
se en we dding  p lan ning  as 
a minis t ry  and th ought  o f 
i t  as  an  avenu e to  do 

b ackdoor  d i sc ip le sh ip .  I 
f ee l bles se d  that  God h as 
g iven  me thos e expe ri -
e nces  in p lan nin g  an d 
mis sion  t r ips an d now 
me rge d  th e two  as  I  s er ve 
BMA Miss ions .  “ 
 S idn ey  s ays ,  “My  job 
is  ou r people ,  ou r pas-
tors ,  ou r chu rch mem-
b er s.  I  want  to  b e th e lia i -
s on b etwe en  the m an d 
‘ the o f f ice’  and  talk  ab out 
w hat' s  go ing  on,  answ er 
thei r  q ue st ion s,  an d  h elp 
conn ec t  the m with  our 
mis sion ar ies .”  

 In  he r f i rs t mon ths a t 
BMA Miss ions ,  s he h as 
cal l ed  pastor s to  int ro-
du ce  he rs el f ,  l et  the m 
kn ow w hat sh e’s  doin g , 
w hy s he’s  ca l lin g ,  an d 
how  the y can  con nec t 
w ith  the  Mis sion s team 
and with  mis sion ar ies . 
She  says,  “ I  w an t to  l et 
ou r peop le  know  how  th ey 
can  se rve or  g ive ,  be come 
mor e inte grate d  an d in-
vo lve d ,  an d  jus t get  the 
Miss ion s me ss age out 
ther e.” 
 I f  you have  q ues t ions , 
concer ns ,  o r  more ab out 
Miss ion s,  p le as e ca l l  S id -
n ey  a t 870 -826 -7757 . 

BMA Missions  Relat ionship  Manager  S idney  V ines  

 Roc k C re ek  Bap tist  C hur ch wil l  ho ld  rev iva l ser -
v ice s Sunday  Jul y 1 0,  2 02 2 t hrough Thurs da y Ev ening 
J uly  1 4,  2 0 22  wi t h  Bro.  Chris  Ya ge r, Sta te  Mis sionar y 
a t Liv ing  Hope Ba pt ist  M ission in  M erid ian,  as our 
s pe aker.  Sunday  Serv ice s a re a t 1 1 :00  am a nd  6:0 0 pm. 
Lu nch wi l l  be  se rve d a fter  t he morn in g wors hip  ser -
v ice . Monday -Thurs day  serv ice s a re a t 7 :00  pm ea ch 
e ven ing.   Ev ery on e is  wel come.

Roc ky  Bran ch Bap tist  C hu rch  w il l  ha ve  reviv a l 
s erv ices  Jul y 1 0- 15 .  Bran don W i ls on , pa st or  o f  P ine 
Ridge Ba ptis t  Chu rch ,  La urel ,  w i l l  b e  the  e va ngelis t . 
P hi l l ip  Butl er,  music  min iste r  o f  Su mr al l  Fir st Ba ptis t 
C hurc h ,  wi l l  conduc t the music . Serv ices  a re night l y 
a t 7 .  Pl ea se j oin  u s!

Revi va l  Meet in gs  S et 

I was glad when they said unto me, 
Let us go into the house of the LORD. 

Our feet shall stand 
within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Psalms 122:1-2 
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 “The  s i lk  w e love  for  i t s  so ft-
ne ss  and b eau ty  is  a ls o  on e o f 
the st ron ges t  and  toughe st 
f ibe rs  in the  w orld .  I t  has  a 
st re ngth o f  arou nd f ive gr ams 
per  de nie r com par ed  with  thre e 
grams pe r de nie r for  a  draw n 
wir e o f  s oft  s tee l.”  (F rom “Th e 
His tor y o f  Si lk ,”  by  Harold 
Ve rn er,  q u ote d  b y L iz  Tr en ow in 
he r nove l “The  Las t Telegr am.” )
 Soft  an d  be aut i ful ;  st ron g  and 
tough.  W hat  a comb inat ion.
 Some in our day  ca l l  th is “a 
velvet -b rick”  or  “a  ste el  magno-
l ia.”  Soft  an d  b eaut i ful  on th e 
outs ide,  st ron g  an d tou gh o n th e 
ins ide.
 A pret ty  apt des cr iption  o f  ou r 
Lord  J es us  Chr ist ,  isn ’ t i t ?  We 
se e H is s oftne ss  an d b eauty  in a 
hun dre d  things  He  d id :  the  t ime 
He took to  re ceive the  li t t le  chi l-
dre n and b les s them,  res pond to 
the c rie s o f  the  le per  who had 
touched h im,  re store  a  dead s on 
to  his gr iev in g m othe r,  f orgi ve  an 
adul te rou s woman who had b ee n 
pub l icly  humil ia ted  b y r el ig iou s 
bu l lie s,  and  s ave  a  five -t ime s 
marrie d  woman of  Samaria .   H e 
inv i ted  the  dyi ng  thief  on  th e 
cr oss  to  spe nd e te rn i ty  w ith  Him 
in Paradise ,  an d  prayed  fo r  Hi s 
execut ion ers .
 Our Lord  s a id ,  Take  m y yoke 
upon  you and le ar n f r om me ,  for 
I  am ge nt le  an d low ly  i n heart , 
and  you w i l l  f ind  r es t for  you r 
sou ls.  For my  yo ke  is  e asy  and 
my  b ur den  is  l ight ( Mat the w 
11:28 -30) .
 No  w onde r people  have  be en  s o 
en amored by  this  Lord  Je su s 
Chris t fr om day  on e.
 He w as  a  be aut i ful  man.
 But  the  Lord ’s  s tr en gth and 
toughn es s ar e a lso  v isib le – on 
ful l  d is p lay,  eve n– th rough out  th e 
Gospe ls. 
 –Fo r for ty  days Je su s fas ted  in 
the des er t and  d id  bat t le  with 
Satan .  He  s tood  u p  agai nst  th e 
re lig iou s big - sh ots  w ho w ould 
us e a  b lin d  man  for  their  s el f-
ce nte red  purpo ses .  H e gr ab b ed a 
wh ip  o f  rope s an d drove th e 
mone y -change rs an d an imal-
se l le rs f rom  the  Court  o f  th e 
Gen ti le s in  the Te mple.
 –He  we nt  to  the  cr oss  and 
staye d  th ere  un ti l  His  w ork w as 
done .  I t ’s  an un be atab le  combi -
nat ion,  s t ren gth  an d softn es s, 
toughn es s and b eau ty.
 –J esu s we pt  ove r J er us alem ’s 
fate  ( Luke  19 :41)  an d  de l ive re d  a 
r in g ing  indic tmen t again st  i t s 
l eader s w ho had b rough t th e 
Lord ’s people to  th is s ad  sta te 
(Mat th ew  23) .
 –J esu s we pt o ve r Lazaru s’ 
death (J ohn  11 :35),  the n ra is ed 
Him f rom the de ad and r es tor ed 

h im to  h is fami ly.
 St ron g  an d sof t.  Like si lk ,  may 
w e say.  (O r,  per haps w e shou ld 
s ay,  s i lk  is  l ike H im.)
 I t  is  th e p lan o f  the L iv ing  God 
for  you  an d me,  His  chi ldr en an d 
the  d is cip le s o f th e Lor d  J es us, 
to  b e ex ac t ly  this  way  als o.
 Si lken  Ch ris tian s,  maybe ?
 God wants us  s oft  and  be aut i -
fu l;  H e w an ts u s s tr ong  an d 
tou gh .
 And,  He wants  i t  a ll  a t  the 
s ame t ime .  He  doe s n ot  w an t His 
chi ldre n to  be 
on e or  the 
othe r b ut  b oth.  
To  b e s oft ,  b ut 
n ot  st ron g  is  to 
b e a  mars hmal-
low  Chris t ian , 
on e wi th  a  b ro-
ken  h eart  ove r 
the  mise ry  and 
s u f f e r i n g 
aro und us ,  b ut 
n o  clue  w hat  to 
do  ab out  i t .   To 
b e s tr ong  and 
tou gh  b ut  with-
ou t  se ns i t iv i ty 
an d  compas-
s ion tu rns  us 
in to  harsh  bu l-
l ie s,  judgme n-
ta l  tyr an ts g iv-
in g  order s,  b ut 
n ot  help ,  w ho 
h ave  al l  th e an-
s we rs  an d none 
of  the  S piri t  o f 
Chr ist .
 Bu t th e fr ui t  o f  the  Spir i t  is 
l ove,  j oy,  peace,  lo ngsu f fe rin g, 
ge nt len ess ,  goodn es s,  fa i thful -
n es s,  humil i ty,  and  se lf - con tr o l 
( Ga la t ians  5 :22 -23  f ro m the 
K JV).
 That  fami l iar  l is t i s  a  lo t  o f 
th in gs.  I t ’s  a p ic tu re  o f  the  char-
ac te r o f  the  Lord  Je su s Chris t. 
I t ’s  a ls o  His re c ipe for  His  chi l -
dr en  to  a tta in th at  amazin g 
b len d  of  s tr en gth/ tough nes s an d 
s oft  be auty.
 W hat is  more  b eaut i ful  than 
love,  joy,  an d  peace?  And what  is 
tou gh er than gen t le ne ss ,  fa i th-
fu ln es s,  and  s el f -con tr o l?
 May the Lord  make  u s gen tle 
an d  graciou s,  soft  and  be au t i fu l 
( in the  b est  s en se  o f the  wor d).
 – Not  l ike the  so-ca l led  We st -
b oro  Bapt ist  Chu rch whos e l ead-
e rs hip  stays  awake a t n ight 
s ee kin g whom the y  may con demn 
an d humil ia te.
 – Not  l ike th e h ar sh,  un lov in g 
r el ig ious  fanati cs  wh o del ight  in 
con fr ont ing  gays and le sb ians, 
ab ort ionis ts an d  pol i tica l  l i be r-
a ls,  in or de r to  de nou nce them in 
the  name  of J es us .  Su ch tac tics 
are  as  far  f rom the w ay  of the 

Man  of  Ga li l e e as  i t  is  pos sib le to 
st ray.
 –Not  l ike  the ca l lou s chu rch 
memb er s wh o w ould  vote again st 
a  b en evolen ce a llocat ion  in  th e 
ch urch bu dge t  b ecau se  “Je su s 
sa id  th e poor yo u wi l l  a lways 
have with  you ” and “w e just  ne ed 
to  get  ’em s ave d!”
 –Not  l ike the  u ncaring  mem-
be rs  who are  q u ick to  cr i t iciz e 
the un saved  in  the ir  commun ity 
for  act ing  l ike u nsaved  pe ople, 
bu t  have no  ac t  o f  l ove,  g i ft  o f 

compass ion,  or 
w ord  o f  witn es s 
to  o f fer  the m.
 To make us  soft 
and  s we et , 
c o m p a s s i o n a t e 
and car ing ,  th e 
Lord  may  have 
to  do  some  or 
a l l  o f the  fo l-
l ow ing :
 – br eak us  and 
hu mble  us .
 – bu rde n us  and 
ove rload  us (to 
dr ive  us  to  Him 
in  de spa ir,  f or-
e ve r b re ak ing 
the  inde pen-
de nt  “I  can do 
i t  b y mys el f ” 
s p ir i t ) .
 – let  u s b e hu-
mi l ia ted  by 
hav ing  ou r ow n 
s infuln es s d is-
p laye d  b efor e 
the  wor ld .

 –take  away  a ll  that  we  had 
t rus ted  in pre v ious ly,  in orde r 
that  w e might  t ru st  only  in Him.
 Non e of  th is  is  pa inles s.  A l l  o f 
i t  can  b e fr ui t ful ,  s o  long  as  w e 
sn uggle up  c lose  to  Him  and 
re fu se  to  l et  an y o f  i t  drive  u s 
f rom Him.
 To make  us  s tr ong  an d tou gh, 
the Lord  may have to  do  s ome of 
the fo l low ing :
 –Put  pr es su re on us ,  add  a 
he av ie r  load ,  apply s t res s.   W he n 
you w an t  to  b ui ld  a  mus c le ,  you 
do  not  se nd i t  to  the  b e ach for 
two w ee ks.  You  se nd i t  to  th e 
gym for a ful l  w ork-out .  You  add 
we ights an d dem an ds an d b ur-
den s w hich s tr ain  the mu sc le to 
the ve ry  l imit .  An d the n,  a fte r  a 
bi t,  you  incre as e e ven  that .
 –Leave u s a lone  for  a  w hi le.  
We  may  fe el  ab andon ed by  th e 
Lord  an d cry  out  “W hy  hast  Th ou 
forsaken  me ?”  He’s  the re ,  o f 
co urs e.  He  ne ver l e ave s.  Bu t H e 
wi l l  w i thdraw the ev ide nces  o f 
His  n earn es s f rom t ime to  t ime 
in orde r to  dee pen  o ur fai th  and 
les sen  our  de pen den ce  on fee l-
ings  and e motion s.
 –Se nd ce rta in people  in to  ou r 

l ives  w ho dr ive u s nu ts .   We 
s hou ld  thin k o f  thes e pe ople as 
g i f ts  f rom th e Fath er,  s en t  to  tes t 
u s,  to  h one  the  e dge s o f f  u s,  to 
dr ive  u s clos er to  Him,  to  te ach 
u s to  ob e y H im eve n w hen  w e fee l 
t e rrib le.  Th e n ext -door n eigh bor 
w ho s tood  i n his  yar d  cu rs ing  me 
b ecaus e my  t re e w as s he ddin g  on 
h is law n d id  me  a g ian t favo r,  f or 
w hich I  wi l l  a lways be  gr ate fu l 
( eve n th ough a t the t ime,  I  was 
mis er ab le) .
 He ’s t ry ing  to  pe rfec t  us ,  to 
make us  Chris t like,  in orde r that 
H e may  do  s omethin g  s igni f ican t 
w ith  our  l i ve s.
 W hat is  He  up  to  in you r l i f e?
 I  have n o  idea .  That’s  th e fun 
part  for  you,  d iscoveri ng  the  n ew 
thin gs th e Lor d  can now  do  w ith 
you  af te r  s we eten ing  you r sp ir i t 
an d  tou ghen ing  you r sou l .

 I  w i ll  te l l  you this,  how eve r, 
an d  you might not  l ike i t :  The  
pr oce ss  ne ver e nds  in this  l i fe .
 We  go  “f rom fa i th  to  fa i th ,” 
Pau l sa id  in Romans  1:17 .  What -
e ver el s e th at  means – an d He  d id 
n ot  prov ide a comme ntary  w ith 
i t ,  s o  we  are l e ft  to  w ork i t  ou t 
w ith  th e able as sis tan ce  o f the 
H oly  Spir i t– i t  su re ly  mean s that 
a fter  we  re spon d b y fa i th  to 
s ome ass ignme nt  or  cha llen ge or 
command,  and  i t  tu rn s o ut  w el l 
an d  we  receive  His “w el l  done, 
good  an d fai thful  s er van t,”  the 
imme diate  r ew ar d  for  th is wi l l 
b e an e ve n toughe r tas k the nex t 
day.
 I t ’s  a  gre at  l i fe .  I f  you  r emain 
fa i thfu l .
 Oh,  b y  th e w ay….
 As w ith  hol ine ss  and godl i -
n es s,  whe n you  b eg in  to  a t ta in 
the  s we etne ss  &  b e au ty  o f Chris t 
a long  with  His st re ngth an d 
tou gh ne ss ,  you wi l l  pr obab ly  b e 
the  last  to  know.  Other s wi l l  s ee 
the  improveme nt  in  you  lo ng  be -
fore  yo u do.  W hat  you  wi l l  b e 
fe el ing  is  th e joy  o f c los e fe l low -
s hip  with  Him an d the b urde n of 
a l l  He is  ask ing  o f  you.  The n,  one 
day,  you wi l l  be  s hocke d wh en 
s omeon e re marks  abo ut  the 
b eau ty  o f  yo ur s p iri t  and  the 
s t ren gth  the y se e in you.   I t 
me ans  tw o things ….
 – God is doin g  what  He 
pr omise d  to  do.
 – And,  yo u shou ld  ign ore  w hat 
the y say.  Take you r eyes  o f f  Je -
s us  and put  the m on  your accom-
pl is hmen ts  and you  ar e in  b ig 
t rou b le  fast .  My  b rothe r Ron,  a 
pr eacher  with  six decades  o f 
fa i thfu l  se rv ice  b ehin d  him,  s ays 
“F la t te ry  is  l ike  pe rfume :  i t ’s 
n ice to  s mel l  bu t i f  you  sw allow 
i t ,  i t ’ l l  m ake you  sick.”
 Eyes  on J es us ,  my  fr ien d .

God wants  us  soft and beautifu l ;  He wants  us  strong and tough 
L o r d ,  M a k e  M e  a  S i l k e n  C h r i s t i a n

f r o m  a  po s t  by  J o e  M c Kee ve r 



 Mississippi BapƟst  -  July 2022  9 

does not to this day, therefore, technically, she is not support-
ing the other missionaries which have gone out of other 
churches.  Every church in an Association of Churches has this 
prerogative.” 

In the letter presented to the messengers attending the Mid-
Year meeting were numerous allegations against Director Gerald-
son and the entire Missionary Committee.  They declared the pre-
viously referenced paragraph to be “BASELESS, SPURIOUS AND 
UNPROVEN”, as well as deeply offensive.  They further stated: “We 
are here today with EVIDENCE that our church has SUPPORTED 
FINANCIALLY missionaries (not sent out by CBC) and general 
missions in the amount of over $48,000 since January 2015. In the 
letter, they also stated that they would permit the body to appoint 
two or three messengers to examine their church’s financial 
records to refute “these unfounded statements by the Committee.”

 Furthermore, Pastor Freeman asked me (Kevin Clayton) pub-
licly at the associational meeting, acting as the Chairman of the 
Missionary Committee, if I, or any committee member, had person-
ally examined Campground’s record of missions giving before 
mailing this “Letter of Response” to our churches.  My answer was 
that no committee member had engaged in a personal investigation 
of the church’s record of giving and that this information had been 
supplied by Director Geraldson.  I further explained that, in con-
text, the paragraph was intended to illustrate the prerogatives that 
every church possesses in their missions giving.  

 Their letter also stated that, “Once these charges are repudi-
ated by our evidence, we ask the Missionary Committee to inform 
us as to the identity of the person(s) who made this baseless accu-
sation against our church. We believe that this person(s) actions 
speaks volumes to his Christian character and integrity. Further-
more, Campground Baptist Church believes it would be appropri-
ate that the Director of Missions and the entire Missionary Com-
mittee, publicly, and in the same manner in which they tarnished 
the good name of our church, (by letter to all the churches of the 
BMA of MS) restore its good name.  In closing…. we state publicly 
that we have NO CONFIDENCE in the Director of Missions, Bro. 
Larry Geraldson, and the entire BMA of MS Missionary Commit-
tee.”

 Upon reading Campground Church’s letter and hearing the ac-
count of Pastor Freeman’s allegations verbally declared at the 
meeting, Director Geraldson deeply regretted the fact that his per-
sonal integrity (and that of the Missionary Committee members) 
had been assailed.  Subsequently, the Missionary Committee met 
on June 6th to address the allegations presented in the letter and to 
consider information gathered as a result of an internal investiga-
tion and audit conducted by Director Geraldson, to certify the ac-
curacy of the statements made in the “Letter of Response”.

 The following is a list of actions taken and information gath-
ered that support our conclusions:

 1.  Immediately after the Mid-Year meeting, at the request of 
Bro. Geraldson, a vote of confidence was taken by both the Mission-
ary Committee and the Revolving Loan Fund Trustees with the fol-
lowing results:  “In consideration of Article IX- “Election of Heads 
of Departments”, Section 3, in the Constitution of the BMA of MS, 
it is determined that Bro. Larry Geraldson, serving as Director of 
Missions and Revolving Loan Fund, has NOT  “…violated the trust 
of his office” and is therefore reaffirmed to continue to serve as the 
Director of Missions and Revolving Loan Fund.”  The vote was 
unanimous with all members, on both boards, in agreement and re-
questing that Bro. Geraldson continue his service.  

 2.  Reproductions of the Missions Department records used to 
make the initial statement in the “Letter of Response” were pro-
vided to the Missionary Committee for examination.  In addition, 
Director Geraldson provided individual audit reports for the past 
eleven years.  He also provided a copy of internal office tracking 
reports used to monitor individual church giving. 

Missionary Committee Letter 
From page 2 

Continued on page 10 

 Now is the me to begin making your plans to 
a end the “Ladies Retreat” in September.   We will 
be mee ng at the Holiday Inn in Pearl.  I hope each of 
you are as excited as I am to be able to meet to‐
gether. 
 Dawn Freeman is our speaker.  Please pray for 
her daily.  The theme is “Thankful, Grateful, Blessed” 
from 1 Thessalonians 5:18.
 We will have Snacks for you to enjoy when we 
are not in session.  Also, you will want to stop by the 
Photo Booth to have your group get their picture 
taken.
 We will have the “Silent Auc on,” but it will look 
a li le different.  Due to less space this year, I am ask‐
ing you to bring handmade items (wreaths, baked 
goods, jellies, wall plaques, etc.), boxed jewelry (new 
or something you no longer wear).  We want this to 
be successful for Missions and for you to be able to 
take something nice home.
 There will be great door prizes.  Also, we will be 
auc oning a handmade quilt, so bring your extra 
money.

 The “Book Exchange” went well last year so let’s 
do it again!  There will be a table in the hallway for 
this exchange.
 The RegistraƟon Form is listed in this issue.  You 
need to mail it to Beth Caldwell, 166 Twin Creek Rd, 
Lucedale, MS 39452.  Her phone number is 
601-947-6011 or 601-766-5702.  The fee is $50.00 
and is due by September 12, 2022.  This includes din‐
ner and breakfast.
 You will need to call the Holiday Inn at 
601-939-5238 to make your reserva ons.  The rooms 
will accommodate four (4) people.  The cost is 
$119.00 per room.  The physical address of the hotel 
is 110 Bass Pro Drive, Pearl.
 If you know ladies that are not in your church, 
but would like to a end please invite them.  We need 
120 ladies to a end to help cover hotel expense.  We 
would love to have more.
 Registra on will begin at 2:00.  Looking forward 
to seeing you in September.  If you have any ques‐

ons please call me at (601) 508-1082.

State Ladies Retreat set for September 16-17, 2022 
by Kathy Walley, Chairman 

La di es  Retreat  Reg ist rat io n
Holi day Inn  -  110 Bass  Pro  Dri ve,  Pear l ,  MS

601- 939- 5238

Church:  ___________________________________________________ 

Name P hone No.

1.  _________________________  ____________________ 

2.    _________________________  ____________________ 

3.  _________________________  ____________________ 

4.  _________________________  ____________________ 

5.  _________________________  ____________________ 

6.  _________________________  ____________________ 

7.  _________________________  ____________________ 

8.  _________________________  ____________________ 

9.  _________________________  ____________________ 

10.  _________________________  ____________________ 

Amount E ncl osed:   $  ______________________ 

Regi strat ion Fee:  $50.00 per person. 
Mail  to:   Beth  Caldwell ,  166 Twin  Creek Rd,  Lucedale ,  MS 39452 

Ladies Retreat T-Shirt Order Form 
Thankful, Grateful, Blessed - 1 Thess 5:18 

The shirts will be $20.00 for Small – X-Large and $22.00 for any XX-Large. 

Please mail in order forms to Jessica Haden at 558 Springhill Rd, Laurel, MS 39443.  Make checks 
payable to MS State WMA.  If you have any questions please call or text me a 662-251-0455. 

Small Medium Large X-Large XX-Large Total 
Shirts

Total 
Money



118 Lowe Road, Laurel, Mississippi 39443 - (601) 426-3928 
Dwight Lindsey - Director 

Dwight Lindsey 



Rocky Goodwin’s 
60 years of ministry

 On June 19, 2022, Calvary 
Baptist Church, Warren, Ar-
kansas, celebrated Brother 
Rocky Goodwin’s 60th year in 
the ministry. The church pre-
sented him with a plaque rec-
ognizing him for his many 
years of faithful service. 
Brother Rocky was saved and 
baptized at First Missionary 
Baptist Church in Portage, 
Michigan and later pastored 
the church. He has pastored 
multiple BMA churches includ-
ing three in Michigan, two in 
Arkansas, and one in Alabama.  
 His heart and passion has 
been for mission work during 
his years of ministry. He 
planted two churches in Michi-
gan, served as the State Mis-
sionary for the Great Lakes 
Baptist Association there, and 
served as BMAA Missionary in 
Honduras, Central America. In 
1998 he became the founder 
and director of Evangelistic In-
ternational Ministries where 
he currently serves as CEO. 
Brother Rocky’s greatest de-
sire is to stay faithful to God’s 
call on his life until He calls 
him home. 
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Texas Church Seeks Youth Pastor
 Keltys First Baptist Church, Lufkin, Texas, is seeking a youth 
pastor.  Here is information concerning the position.
 Job Description - Pastor of Youth and Missions,  Salary Range: 
No less than $50,000, not to exceed $60,000. Objective: The Pastor 
of Youth and Missions will oversee the church’s youth and outreach 
ministries. Anyone interested should send a resume with Refer-
ences and a sample of your Preaching to dave@keltys.org. For 
complete Job Description Details please go to keltys.org/Youth Pas-
tor.

Ten Mile Distr ict  WMA  repor t 
By  Mar ia  Ochoa ,  R eporte r 
 On J un e 13 the  Ten  Mi le  WMA me t a t  Temple  B ap-
t ist  Chu rch,  Bi loxi .  Our  ne w off icer s ar e Pre side nt 
Je an Kn ight,  1 st V ice  Pr es iden t Den a  E llze y,  2 nd V ice 
Pres iden t  Cathy Rh odes,  3 rd  Vi ce  Pre side nt  Lor na 
Shoe make r,  Se cr etary /Tr eas ure r Lor na  Sho emake r, 
Ass istant  Se cr etary /Tr easu re r,  Sher ri  A l le n,  R eporte r 
Mar ia  Ochoa ,  Son g  Le ade r Alana  Woods ,  P ianis t Je an 
Kn ight ,  H istorian Maria  Ocho a,  D is tr ict /Sta te  Pro je ct 
Promoter  Cathy  Rhode s.  
 The 2021 -2022  Dis tr ict  Pr o je c t is  Bro .  J osh  Danie ls 
and  Refu ge Baptis t  Chu rch at  Ki ln,  Sta te  Pr o je ct  L iv-
ing  H ope Mis sion ,  Miss ionary  Br o.  Chr is Yeager  and 
fami ly,  Me rid ian,  and  Nat iona l  Pro jec t  Darlen e Carey 
Chris t ian  Acade my in  the  Phi l ippin es .  S ister  S her ri 
A l le n,  fr om Te mple  Bapt ist  Chu rch,  gave the  De vo-
t iona l .  Our  nex t mee tin g  is  Octob er  10,  2022 ,  a t Par a-
moun t  Baptis t  Ch urch. 

GMA Camp Report
b y Ch ar lot te J ohns on

 I  pray  th at  your  su mmer i s  go in g  we ll  a t you r 
hou se s!   Ju st  f inis hed  GMA camp today.   Thos e g ir l s 
amaze me  how  th ey  se rve the  Lord  and are  so  ta l -
e nted  and m atur e.   I  was  priv i l eged  to   in sta ll  the  o f-
f ice rs  and pre se nted  the  GMA Coronat ion .    Changes 
w ere  made for  GMA n ext  ye ar.   They  are  fo l lowi ng 
ou r example ab out  ope nin g the  Cam p to  a l l  g ir l s  o f 
the B MA chu rches .   The re w er e 186  g ir l s  and  cou n-
s elors .    One  profes si on o f  fai th  that  was an nou nced.  
The  pro jec t  ra ise d  over $10 ,000 .00  fo r  Gavi n 
Rob er ts ,  mis sion ar y to  U tah .   He an d his fami ly w er e 
pre se nt  a t  the  CAMP.    Th e ne w  projec t is  go in g to  a 
c re at ive n ation  mis sion ar y.   Th e goa l  is  $12, 000 .00.
 The se  are  thi ngs that  we re  vo te d  on an d pas se d .
 The  name  of  the  CAMP n ext  year w i ll  b e G ir ls 
D isc ip le sh ip  Re t re a t spon sore d  by  the  GMA .   Date s 
for  CAMP ar e J une  14 -17 ,  2023 .  Lowe r the  grade for 
o f f ice rs  to  r un  fr om 10 th t o  9 th grade b ecaus e can’ t 
f ind  e nou gh g ir l s  w i l l i ng  to  be  an o f f ice r.   ( Th e o lder 
they  ge t the n the y dr op  out  o f  GMA .) The me- - -H e llo , 
I  a m?
Co lo ssia ns 2 :10 ,  Da y  o ne -Sin ner — 1 Tim o th y  1 :1 5 , 
D ay  2— Am bas sad o r— 2  Co r.  5 :20 ,  D ay  3   Co nqu er —
Ro m ans  8 :37 ,  D ay  4 - - -Wh o  is  G od ? A nd  Wh o you 
a re ?   Psa lm  9 6

Chu rche s are  en cou raged to  b rin g al l  g ir l s  f rom 
thei r  chur che s that  ar e 3 r d gr ade  and u p .  Mu st  have a 
coun se lor  or  s pons or for  e very  f ive g ir ls .  Ther e w i ll 
b e d is cip le  class es  and b reakout  s es sion s on  d i f fe r-
e nt  to pics .  Ther e w i l l  a l so  con tin ue  br eakout  se s-
s ions  for  GMA g ir l s  and  c lass es to  in t roduce  gi r l s  to 
the G MA pr ogram.  Sun b eams are  a ls o  p lan nin g  a  re-
t re at  a t  th at  t ime on  the othe r s ide o f  the CAMP. 
Su nb eams  wi l l  have  their  own  program and b e  se pa-
ra ted  f rom  the  GMA grou p.  Ple as e b eg in  to  share  in-
format ion w i l l  you r chur che s an d le ade rs .   This  is  a 
cam p that  your chi ldre n can b en ef i t  f rom,  s o  te l l 
your  you th wor ke rs  in your  churche s.  H ave  qu es -
t ions ,  se nd me  an e mai l.

Commiss ion on  Senior Adults
50Years of  Ministry Recognized 
  P ictured are Bro. 
Franky Smith,  Roland 
Mills ,  Burnsv ille  and Bro. 
David Earl Rock, East 
Amory, Armory. These two 
were honored at the North 
Mississippi  Senior Adult 
Conference in May for 
their 50 p lus years in the 
ministry.  Each year the 
commission on Senior 
Adults recognizes those 
ministers who have been 
laboring  in the Lord ’s 
fields for 50 years or more. 
  This tradition contin-
ues and we will  be seeking 
the names of those who 
complete 50 years in 2023 . 
If  you or some one you know quali fies, please contact 
director Don Brown at 601-426-3293 , djb1948@gmail
.com, or 8  Re agan Lake Road,  Lau rel,  MS 39443.

 Amid push back from par-
ents and Republican leaders, 
Disney has launched a “Pride 
Collection” initiative, which in-
cludes an LGBTQ pride-
themed line of plush toys mar-
keted to young children. 
 Among the plush toys from 
Disney, which were made in 
conjunction with the squish 
mallow company, are various 
Disney characters such as 
Mickey Mouse, Minnie Mouse, 
and Stitch, all of which feature 
a rainbow design. 
 The back of the tag reads, 

“in celebration of Pride and the 
company’s Pride collection, The 
Walt Disney Company is giving 
funds as part of our ongoing 
commitment to organizations 
around the world that support 
LGBTQ+ communities.” The 
front of the tag notes that the 
plush toy is intended for chil-
dren “0+.” 
 The release of the pride-
themed plush toys is only one 
facet of the company’s cam-
paign to push left wing gender 
theory on children. As Breitbart 
News reported, the multina-

tional corporation has 
launched their “Pride Collec-
tion,” complete with a clothing 
line with the rainbow overlaid 
on the logos of Marvel, Star 
Wars, and Pixar. 
 Disney is donating the 
profits from their pride collec-
tion to a number of different 
LGBTQ organizations from 
across the world, including 
LGBTQ centers in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, and Orange 
County, GLSEN, PFLAG Inter-
national, and other organiza-
tions in Australia, France, Ger-
many, Italy, the U.K, Latin 
America, and Japan. Several of 
the organization’s have a spe-
cific focus on youth who iden-
tify as LGBTQ. 
 This development occurs 
as the corporation has pledged 
to continue fighting Florida’s 

HB 1557, which the company 
and various Democrat politi-
cians have erroneously re-
ferred to as the “don’t say gay” 
bill and which outlaws the 
teaching of left wing gender 
ideology to school children 
from kindergarten to third 
grade. 
 The company has faced se-
vere push back to their woke 
agenda, with parents marching 
on Disney and Florida Gover-
nor Ron Desantis rescinding 
the multinational’s self-govern-
ing status in Orlando. 

Disney Releases LGBTQ Pride-Themed Toys Marketed to Children For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one 
that believeth; to the Jew 
first, and also to the 
Greek.  For therein 
is the righteousness of 
God revealed from faith 
to faith: as it is written, 
The just shall live by 
faith. Romans 1:16-17 
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 Each year, an annual review of the missionaries is conducted.  
Copies of a report entitled, “Brief” are provided to the members of 
the Missionary Committee.  This report contains all movement of 
money for that particular missionary for the previous year.  It clas-
sifies the money in various categories such as general receipts, 
work fund receipts, receipts for special projects, salary support, 
etc.  This information is provided to the missionary for his confir-
mation, prior to or at the same time as, his review by the Commit-
tee. 

 6.  Concern was also expressed in Campground’s letter to the 
association regarding the Goodwin family being permitted to stay 
in one of the Missions Department’s properties: There is no cost 
associated with that stay.  Utilities have been paid.  It is to be noted 
that the Missions Department also allows Ms. Helen Pitts to reside 
at one of these properties at only the cost of utilities.  It is the pol-
icy of the Missions Office to allow any church in the BMA of Missis-
sippi to request the use of any of the houses that we own.  There is 
no cost associated with that use.  If the cleaning is done by the Mis-
sions Office, a request for a donation is made to cover the cost.

 7.  Director Geraldson made an offer to the Chairman of the 
Missionary Committee to reimburse personally the Missions Office 
for all the money associated with the salary paid to Bro. Jason 
Goodwin if the Committee believed the Director acted outside the 
bounds of the Committee’s instructions or guidelines.  The Com-
mittee, having previously reviewed this matter, refused to accept 
any such reimbursement, because it was determined that the Mis-
sions Department By-Laws were correctly interpreted and fol-
lowed.

 Conclusion/Findings:  While we fully respect the right of 
any church to question the actions of this Committee and the 
Director of Missions, this internal investigation/audit re-
vealed that the information provided, and the statements 
made in the “Letter of Response” were accurate.  The accusa-
tions made against Director Geraldson, in his actions as the 
Director of Missions and Revolving Loan Fund, are without 
merit.  His integrity and ethics have been proven to be above 
reproach.  Unfortunately, in a Zoom meeting conducted on May 23, 
2022, with the Chairmen of the Missionary Committee and Revolv-
ing Loan Fund Trustees, Bro. Geraldson announced that he would 
retire from associational work on October 15, 2022.  He stated, 
“God has blessed the work of Missions and Revolving Loan Fund 
over the past 10 ½ years, and I am grateful to have had the oppor-
tunity to serve the churches of the BMA of Mississippi.”

 Regarding the work of the Missionary Committee, due dili-
gence was given to render a proper interpretation of the entirety 
of Articles III and V of the Department of Missions By-Laws  in per-
mitting Bro. Jason Goodwin to begin deputation work among our 
churches.  Precedent established by former Committees and their 
chairmen, Bros. Dennis Knight and James Sprayberry,  regarding 
cases of “extenuating circumstances” in applicants not having 
“tenure and growth at previous pastorates ” (Article V, Section 12, 
b.) was also a factor given careful consideration. Your Missionary 
Committee has reviewed every action taken and every recommen-
dation made to the Association; we are convinced that we have 
acted honorably and in full compliance with procedures estab-
lished by the BMA of Mississippi. 

 Obviously, the BMA of Mississippi is at a critical crossroad.  It 
is vital that your church be represented at the annual meeting in 
October by the three (3) messengers that each church is constitu-
tionally entitled.  The rich history of the BMA of Mississippi de-
serves no less.  Collectively, let’s chart a future course of which we 
can all be proud.  Your Missionary Committee and Revolving Loan 
Fund Trustees humbly request your prayers during this time of 
transition in the Department of Missions.

 Respectfully submitted,

 Kevin W. Clayton, D.Min.                                                                                            
 Chairman of the Missionary Committee

Campground Baptist Church Response to Missionary Committee 
Missionary Committee Letter 

From page 10 

Greetings to the BMA of Mississippi churches, 
 This response is to address the letter, enti-
tled, “Open Letter To The Churches Of The 
BMA of Mississippi”, that is being received by 
our churches at this time.  
 After discussion with the current leadership 
of Campground Baptist Church, (CBC) and after 
reaching out to a former pastor of CBC for his 
thoughts and opinion about the manner and 
method in which CBC has provided mission funds 
and partnered with the BMA of MS Missions 
Dept. since 2015, our church stands by the state-
ments we made at the Mid-Year meeting in Lau-
rel, MS on May 17, 2022. 
 1. Our church holds to the belief that all the 
funds (a little over $40,000) we sent to the Mis-
sions Dept. since January 2015, DESIGNATED 
for OUR missionaries or sponsored mission 
projects were to be given to those particular de-
signees. We have not questioned that this was 
done properly by the Missions Dept.  
 2. We also hold to the belief that all the funds 
($6,500) we sent to the Missions Dept. from Janu-
ary 2015 to 2017, DESIGNATED for BMA of MS 
State Missionary Bob Burch, (not our mission-
ary) were to be given to him for the purpose of 
planting a church in Caledonia, MS. We have not 
questioned that this was done properly by the 
Missions Dept.   
 3. We furthermore hold to the belief that 
any/all funds that we sent to the Missions Dept. 
since January 2015, and left UNDESIGNATED 
($14,550) were to be applied to the General Mis-
sions Fund, and used at the discretion of the Mis-
sions Director and Trustees for the purpose of 
expanding the scope and vision of the BMA of MS 
Missions Dept. and church plants throughout the 
State. 
 In the letter we reference at the beginning of 
this response, on page 3, and under point #4 it 
states, “At the inception of a donation, BMA re-
ceives instructions from the donor on how to 
spend the funds. These instructions can be 
given in the form of a letter, email, text, mes-
sage or verbal communication. It is BMA’s pol-
icy to follow the initial instructions of the 

donor on how to spend the donated funds until 
the BMA receives communication from the 
donor requesting to change the designation of 
the donation. BMA follows the instructions on 
the memo line of the checks received from 
donors. When the memo line is left blank, the 
BMA allocates the funds based on the initial 
instructions from the donor.”
 Since reading this, we have searched for this 
written policy in all of the BMA of MS Minute 
Books, other sources, and even asked other pas-
tor’s if they were aware of this BMA policy? We 
have yet to hear that anyone was aware that this 
was the practiced policy by the BMA of MS Mis-
sions Dept. In fact pastors we have spoken with 
stated their belief that any checks sent to the Mis-
sions Office, WITHOUT ANY DESIGNATION, 
would in their opinion be applied to General Mis-
sions. We believe this begs the question, has the 
Missions Dept. informed the churches of this as-
sociation of this written policy, so they may be 
fully aware of how their giving is handled by the 
Missions Department?   
 In closing we want to specify that just as was 
stated at the Midyear Meeting, CBC has all the 
cancelled checks that we have sent in support of 
missions from January 2015 until the middle of 
May 2022. These checks were sent in support of 
BMA of MS Missions, Ten Mile Baptist Assoc. 
Missions, and BMAA Missions. These are offered 
as proof of our financial support of missions and 
the furtherance of the gospel for the years re-
ferred to in the “Letter of Response” from the 
Missions Dept.  
 We stated at the Midyear meeting that the 
body could appoint messengers to examine our 
evidence, and we extend that offer today, that if 
ANY BMA of MS church or department would like 
to examine this evidence, they are welcome to 
contact me at 601-795-3990 or by email at 
sfree71@gmail.com  to setup a time that we can 
accommodate such a request. 
 In Christ Alone, 
 Bro. Sam Freeman & 
 Deacons of Campground Baptist Church 

Builders Work At Jacksonville College
 The Master's Builders had the privilege of returning to JBC to 
work their 177th job from June 6th-15th. While there, they built a 
GaGa pit, enlarged the entrance to the restrooms in the cafeteria, 
remodeled the home and visitors athletic rooms in the gym, built 
eight decorative fences for AC unit coverage outside, and built a 
wall in the Rags-
dale dorm.  Also, a 
couple of our men 
went to Daniel 
Springs Camp for 
a day to help with 
some electrical 
projects before 
camp starts there.   
 Thank you to all 
who helped make 
this job such a 
blessing for us all! 
Special thanks to 
the JBC chef, Joe 
Yzaquirre, who 
prepared, transported, and cleaned up after each lunch and sup-
per meal. He was a trooper! Thanks to one of our TMB couples, 
Myrtle and Leo Sketo, from Leaksville, MS, who brought fruit and 
vegetables for us all to enjoy while we were there. Thanks to First 
Baptist Jacksonville for the fellowship, the great meal, and the 
M&M's ladies group that always includes our ladies in their special 
meeting every June and to Brenda Bateman, daughter-in-law of 
missionary, Jack Bateman, who spoke to our ladies group one day.
 There is so much that we could share on these jobs but there's 
not space to put it all down! We continue to ask for prayer for our 
men! Many of them have had health problems recently, however, 
they keep showing up to work for the "Master".  Pray for more 
workers to join us! Our faithful workers are wearing out!! We trust 
God to supply all our needs!
 If you have questions about The Master's Builders ministry, or 
your church has building needs, contact Mike Green at 
972-935-3877 or David Axe at 903-918-0720.

THE MIND HAS NO 
GARBAGE DISPOSAL

from Grover Laird’s  
Revivalist

  In describing one of the new 
movies of the day, a critic wrote, 
"The plot moves rapidly down 
the sewer." It would not be so 
damaging to those who watch 
such trash if the mind could be 
equipped, like your kitchen 
sink, with a garbage disposal. 
Then you could flush away all 
the filth and be done with it, but 
the mind does not work that 
way. It stores up impressions 
for a lifetime. The only way to 
protect the mind is to expose it 
to only the best!

Even a child is known by 

his doings, whether his 

work be pure, and whether 

it be right.  

Proverbs 20:11 


