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Southeastern Baptist College’s Special Emphasis Months are July
and  August for focused donations from churches and
individuals. All BMA of Mississippi churches are en-
couraged to designate the first Sunday in August,
August 1, 2021, for a “Day of Giving” for SBC (or any
Sunday in July or August that may be more conve-
nient for your church family). As a reminder, Southeast-
ern Baptist College is a 501(c)(3) certified tax deductible charity.

SPECIAL EMPHASIS TIME

Reader Shares
Concerns over
Calvinism

by Bro. Ed Steele

Bro. Jason Howard has done an excel-
lent job as Director of History and Ar-
chives in printing excerpts in the Missis-
sippi Baptist from many ancient docu-
ments revealing what was believed by
many of our forefathers. Their writings
concerning church policy, doctrines, or-
dinances, practices, etc., have been very
interesting and helpful. In the last 3
issues, however, excerpts from the writ-
ings of J. R. Graves
were presented that
espoused the doc-
trine of Calvinism.
Modern Calvinists
do not like that
term, so they call
themselves Re-
formed Theology
believers. Regard-
less of the name
used, I believe it is a
very dangerous doc-
trine that needs to be confronted no
matter how many hold to it. This letter
was shared with Bro. Jason and we have
discussed the content. Providing these
excerpts from Graves' writing does not
mean that he agrees with Graves.

Graves presented his thoughts on
what he called the Covenant of Redemp-
tion. I prefer to call it the Covenant of
Grace and have written a book on the
subject I titled "God's Covenant Of
Grace". I believe the Covenant of Grace
was revealed in Genesis 15 when God,
as a Smoking Furnace, and the Son, as
a Burning Lamp, met between the sacri-
fices Abram had severed to confirm the
covenant.

The Covenant of Redemption, as be-
lieved by Graves, was made before the
creation of Adam and Eve when the
Father chose out of all the humans who
would ever be born the ones He chose to
be saved and then He gave them to the

Editor’s Note: Bro. Steele shared with
this editor that he had many other com-
ments he would like to make, but due to
the length he did not submit them. I
offered to take his additional comments
and along with this column make them
available on our website. To view all of
Bro. Steele’s comments go to
www.msbaptist.org. His comments are
also available on his personal website at
www.edsteeleministry.com.

Ed Steele

continued on page 2

BMA Reports &
Recommendations
Book Available Online

from Jerome Cooper
BMA Recording Clerk

The BMAA Meeting and Production
team has released the annual issue of
the BMA Reports and Recommendations
from the departments and committees
of the BMAA. The Reports and Recom-
mendations book contains the annual
reports from BMA departments and com-
mittees as well as recommendations from
the trustees and directors of each de-
partment.

In a change from previous years the
Report and Recommendations book is
available as a download from the BMA
website. A printed book will not be mailed
out to the churches. As a result of this
change the meeting fund will save about
ten thousand dollars in printing and
distribution costs for the report book.

The Reports and Recommendations
Booklet is now online. Go to
bmaamerica.org/nationalmeeting and
click the button.

Annual Report from BMAA Coordinating Council
by Paul White, Chairman

It has been my privilege to serve on
this committee for the past 14 years.
During which I have witnessed several
changes I believe for the good concern-
ing the unity of our overall work. With
the pandemic it has been difficult main-
taining a systematic order of meetings
as our minutes reveal, forcing us to meet
on a virtual format which is less than
desirable. But by doing so we were able
to address concerns and make ourselves
available to the departments and agen-
cies throughout this ordeal. Our next
meeting is scheduled for June 22 in

Conway where the committee will be
attempting to meet with the depart-
ment and agency directors face to face.
The results of that meeting will be avail-
able at the national meeting in August.
Our departments and agency leaders
are to be commended, having maintained
and even in some instances increased
during these difficult times.

Concerning old business, we talked
about changing the principles of coop-
eration to include a section concerning
procedures should we ever have to can-
cel a meeting again. But due to the fact
this has not been acted upon it will be
something to consider at another time.

Seventy-Second Annual Meeting of the BMA of America

Updated BMA of America Meeting Information

Farley Street Baptist Church, Waxahacie, Texas

This is to remind
our churches that
the 72nd annual ses-
sion of the Baptist
Missionary Associa-
tion of America will
be held Monday Au-
gust 2 through
Wednesday August
4, 2021, at the Farley
Street Baptist
Church in
Waxahachie, Texas.
By now, all our older
pastors and church
members who were most susceptible to
the adverse effects of Covid, have had
the opportunity to be vaccinated, and so

we believe that we can host a national
meeting that will be safe for those who
attend.

The theme of this year’s meeting will
be, “Missions: Think Globally But Act
Locally.” It seems both scriptural and
logical to “think globally”—support mis-
sionaries around the globe and yet at the
same time to “act locally”—share the
Gospel with our neighbors next door or
across the street. During the time we are
together, we hope to share some ideas
that will increase the effectiveness of
missions in our local churches that will
impact our mission’s footprint around
the world.

The hotel information is the same as
it was for the 2020 meeting and is avail-
able on the Mississippi Baptist website
at www.msbaptist.org.

Please pray for your officers and the
national meeting production team as we
plan a meeting that will glorify the Son
and edify the messengers and guests of
our churches. We look forward to seeing
you in Waxahachie as we set a course for
the coming year.
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About Our Senior Citizens
by the editor

Many years ago when my parents were still alive, I
would get a regular phone call from my dad. It would go
something like this.

Me:  Hello...
Dad:  Your mom hasn't heard from you in a while so

I thought I would just call to see if ya'll are OK.
Well, that has gone full circle. I laugh about it as a

joke with my kids and will call them and say the exact
same line that my dad always said to me.

There is truth in that state-
ment. When I would visit one
of my grandmothers, who lived
about 300 miles away at the
time, she would always say,
"It's about time. We thought
you had forgotten about us".

That has gone full circle
also. Kids and grandkids have
lives to live and that is the
way life is. BUT, older folks
just like to hear from them
regularly.

I don't follow Dear Abby, but the letter listed below
from one of her readers holds a lot of truth and should
be heeded by those with older parents and grandpar-
ents. Especially if there are physical needs. There are
always personal and emotional needs....

Dear Abby:
This is a message about our senior population. Our

children grow up, marry, and have children. Each
grandchild is special. We love them and adore being
with them. The grandkids grow up and have little ones
of their own. By this time we’re old and sometimes need
help with house work, yard work, or just would like to
get out of the house to go eat or shop. We still have
feelings and we’re not dead. But while it may not be
intentional, it seems there is no time for the elderly.

We may say we’re fine and don’t mind being alone,
but it IS lonely at times. No one calls to say hello or ask
if we need anything. How long does it take to make a
call? It would be nice if each family member called once
a week or came by once a month. The love we’ve always
had for family is still there and strong.

Children and grandchildren, please think about this
and remember: The most important thing you can give
your elderly relatives is your TIME. Time is the most
precious gift of all and doesn’t cost a thing. Someday you
will be old, too!

-Wise Woman in North Carolina

Whew! She shucked the corn didn’t she? I personally
am as guilty as anyone about not calling or visiting
enough. The problem now is that my and my wife’s
parents and grandparents are all gone. We cannot make
the visit or call now. We are now on the ‘other end’ of that
scenario.

If you are reading this and your parents and grand-
parents are still available, make sure you don’t get the
regular phone call with the voice on the other end
saying, “I haven’t heard from you in a while so I thought
I would call and see if you are alright.”

Son. The Son wrote all those names in His Lamb's Book
Of Life at that time. When Jesus came to die on the
cross, He only died for the ones the Father had given
Him and whose names He had written in the book.
Graves affirms that everyone whose name was written
in the book will ultimately be saved and not one of them
will remain lost. Wherefore, in his view it is impossible
for one whose name God gave to Jesus to ever die before
he is saved. He also wrote that those who were not given
to the Son by the Father and, therefore, whose names
were not written in the Book by the Son, cannot be
saved. I know these are the beliefs held by many, but I
still believe it is a very dangerous doctrine and will
share some of the dangers later.

I believe the plans for the Covenant of Grace were
made by the three equal Persons of the Godhead and
would be implemented should Adam and Eve sin against
God, as Lucifer had previously done. No plan of redemp-
tion had been made for the angels (as Graves attests),
but a fallen human race would not be left without the
possibility of being redeemed. After they sinned, the
promise that a Seed of a woman would come to be that
Redeemer was made in Genesis 3:15. He would not only
redeem the lost humans back to God, but He would also
destroy Satan who led in their temptation. In their plan,
each Person of the Godhead would have a vital role in
providing the promise of redemption to every soul
through the Covenant of Grace.

The Son would come as the Lamb of God to die for all

the world and pay the price for every sinner (Hebrews
2:9; 1 John 2:2). The Father would be the One to whom
Jesus would present His precious blood after He had
shed it on the cross (Hebrews 9:11-14). Atonement for
sin was made when the Father accepted the payment of
Jesus' blood. After the resurrection, the Holy Spirit
would come to earth to convict men of their sins (John
16:7-11), being sent by the Father (John 14:26) and the
Son (John 15:26). Jesus would sit on the Father's right
hand to be the High Priest interceding on behalf of every
sinner, as Peter proclaimed on the Day of Pentecost
(Acts 2:32, 33). Thus, each Person of the Godhead is
involved in the Covenant of Grace which they planned,
initiated, and are still carrying out. Rather than the
Father giving the person to Jesus, no one can come to
the Father but through Jesus Christ (John 14:16; 1
Peter 3:18)!

Although, the act of redemption was fulfilled when
Jesus came to earth, souls were saved in the Old
Testament by grace through faith as they looked for-
ward to the coming of the Messiah Who would be their
Redeemer. Now, the completed Gospel of Jesus Christ
is the power of God unto salvation (Romans 1:16). The
preaching of that Gospel is used by the Holy Spirit to
convict sinners of their sins and draw them to the
Father for forgiveness through the name of Jesus Christ
(John 6:44). Our message to every sinner is still the
same as Paul preached: "Testifying both to the Jews,
and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ" (Acts 20:21). Each
sinner is saved when the Holy Spirit uses the truth of
the Gospel to bring conviction and lead him to place
faith in Jesus Christ as he repents to God, the Father,
for forgiveness.

Graves believed the Father chose the ones He wanted
to save and gave them to the Son Who then wrote all the
names in the Lamb's Book of Life. Think about that - the
names in the Book of Life who had not yet been born or
redeemed. I believe that everyone who being led by the
Spirit places faith in Jesus Christ will be forgiven by the

Concerns over Calvinism
continued from front page

Former Missionaries Appreciate Help
Dear Editor,

We want all our friends to know that Linda and I are
home now. All the holes in the roof have been repaired and
there are no more leaks. The inside has been repaired and
we are high and dry.

There are still some sheets of metal roofing that are
damaged and will be replaced as soon as weather permits.

We will send thank you cards to all who made donations
to the fund to help repair our storm damaged home. We
appreciate their concern and support for us during this
hard time. Our banker has been a real blessing in keeping
us informed about the donations. We have received above
and beyond what was needed and this will allow us to
make some badly needed improvements to our home as
well as get some home insurance.

We want to use the pages of the Mississippi Baptist
Paper to thank everyone who was gracious enough to help
us through this very trying ordeal.

We are overwhelmed by the generosity of the BMA
churches and our friends.  May God’s abundant blessings
be on those who have helped to us.

Doyle & Linda Moore
Note: The Moore’s served as missionaries for the BMA of
America for over 40 years in the Philippines and other far
eastern nations. They have retired to the Picayune,
Mississippi area.

Letters From Our Readers

AVAILABLE FOR SERVICE

Willing to be used...
Bro. Dewitt Bain has been in the

ministry for over 46 years. He has
pastored several churches in Missis-
sippi and preached countless revivals.
He is no longer pastoring, but is avail-
able to fill pulpits and to preach reviv-
als.

Bro. Dewitt and his wife Brenda
have 3 grown children. He may be
reached by phone at 601-797-9161. Bro. Dewitt Bain

Big Creek Meetings Postponed
The Big Creek District Brotherhood and WMA will meet

August 9th, 2021, at Calhoun Baptist Church in Laurel at
7:00 P.M. We invite all the Big Creek Association WMA and
Brotherhood to attend.

Sean Piper

continued on page 8
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4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Southeastern Baptist College
Serving Christ With A Biblical World View  In A Christian Atmosphere

Dr. Scott Carson
President

President’s Perspective
Years ago, while I was taking

classes at the Baptist Mission-
ary Association Theological
Seminary, I also pastored a small
country church. The church knew
that I was only going to be their
pastor for a
couple of years
while I was
preparing to
enter the
Army chap-
laincy. When
the Lord
blessed us
with signifi-
cant growth
the first year,
the church
concluded during a business
meeting, that the time was right
to build a Sunday school build-
ing with a fellowship hall. When
the vote was taken, it was unani-
mous. Well, all except a single
abstainer… me. I didn’t want to
go through a building program
my final year with the church. I
had heard many horror stories
from pastor friends of all the
hurt feelings and internal fights
that can occur during building
projects. Neither did we have
the funds, and a fund raising
campaign would have to be initi-
ated and would be a difficult and
lengthy process! As it turned out,
the Lord’s hand was in it, and
although there were some fric-
tion points, the building was com-
pleted in less than a year and all
costs were secured before it was
finished. And, because of godly
people working together in faith
and pursuing God’s will for the
church, no members left during
the process. What a blessing that
building has been to the church
since then.

When the Lord led me to
Southeastern Baptist College
five years ago, one of the first
things I did was to analyze how
the college was financed. I re-
viewed the funding streams of
other independent colleges in
Mississippi and soon discovered
that we were not operating as we
should be nor were we operating
like other Christian or secular
colleges in the area of finances.
All other colleges and universi-
ties have an advancement office
with people specifically hired to
raise money. We are blessed that
we have a good foundation of
support from our BMA of Missis-
sippi churches. However, there
are additional resources of sup-

port that SBC has not pursued.
After attending several training
sessions on financially success-
ful colleges that are members of
our Christian accrediting agency,
I became very aware that SBC
has been weak in seeking addi-
tional support from sources out-
side of the BMA. Many of these
sources want to help fund and
promote a conservative college
that faithfully promotes a bibli-
cal worldview.

After a presentation by Pat
McLaughlin, president of the
Timothy Group, I became con-
victed that SBC needed help to
develop an intentional fund rais-
ing program in this unfamiliar
and uncharted venue. Pat and I
had several discussions over
numerous months on our finan-
cial history and future needs.
After receiving an endorsement
from the SBC Board of Direc-
tors, I signed a contract with the
Timothy Group, as consultants,
who will assist us to grow in this
new direction.

It has also become clear that
in order to do this, we need to
hire an Advancement Officer
that will be tasked solely with
creating opportunities for mak-
ing new contacts, telling our story
and vision, and opening new

doors to donations from people
and businesses that believe in
our mission. I have begun the
interview process with interested
candidates for the position. To
get this college where it needs to
be both in infrastructure and in
finances, we will need to raise
millions of dollars. When I shared
the amount of money I thought
we needed with Pat McLaughlin,
he did not bat an eye, instead he
said it was very doable, but we
needed a good plan and the right
people on the project. The time
to begin is now. We cannot hold
back any longer. We have more
students wanting to come to SBC
than we can house. I believe it is
a sure sign from the Lord that
He wants us to look past our
insecurities and step out in faith,
especially after experiencing the
clear direction He has taken us
over the last few years. As one of
our staff members keeps remind-
ing me, “God has all the re-
sources, He just needs to send
some our way”.

“But this I say, He which
soweth sparingly shall reap also
sparingly; and he which soweth
bountifully shall reap also boun-
tifully.” 2 Corinthians 9:6
Equipping the Saints
Dr. Carson

Holloway’s Dairy Bar
Holloway’s Dairy Bar is open and the public is welcome! The

Dairy Bar is located in the same location where the Lighthouse Café
was formerly. There is an expanded menu and it is open Monday
thru Saturday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. An official “grand opening” event
will be announced soon.

Available Scholarship
The Arnold Knight Memorial RLF Scholarship is available every

semester to Baptist Missionary Association ministers who take
classes at Southeastern Baptist College. These funds are adminis-
tered by the BMA of Mississippi Revolving Loan Fund. Contact our
Financial Aid Officer, Ginny Singleton for more information.

Registering for Fall Semester
We have opened early registration for the Fall Semester. Classes

begin the August 16. There are many possibilities for financial help.
Contact Admissions through our website, or calling 601-426-6346,
or by visiting our campus in person 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., Monday through
Thursday.

Need a Preacher?
Dr. Carson is available to fill the pulpit or to make a presentation

about the work and vision of Southeastern Baptist College. In
addition, Chaplain (Colonel) Carson can provide an update on the
BMAA Chaplaincy and deliver a related message. You can reach
him at 601-433-4736 or at scarson@southeasternbaptist.edu.

As it turned out, the Lord’s hand was in it . . . . the
building was completed in less than a year and all

costs were secured before it was finished.

Coffee with the President
An SBC alumnus suggested we begin a “coffee with

the president” program where we invite folks, and
especially alumni, to meet with Dr. Carson to
discuss any topic that might be on their mind. If you
are interested in meeting with Dr. Carson, contact
him at 601-426-6346 to make an appointment.

SBC Positions Available
- Adjunct Choir Director: The applicant must possess a Master’s
Degree in music or be studying toward a Master’s Degree in music.
- Adjunct Accounting Professor: The applicant must possess a
Master’s Degree in a related field or be studying toward a Master’s
Degree in a related field.
- Part Time Librarian: The applicant must possess a Master’s
Degree in a related field or be studying toward a Master’s Degree
in a related field.

Résumés may be sent to Southeastern Baptist College, 4229
Highway 15 North, Laurel MS 39440 or emailed to
jwalker@southeasternbaptist.edu. Feel free to call us at 601-426-
6346.

 Anderle Foster and Caroline Adams
present Juliza Cabrera of Jacksonville,
Texas, with a scholarship to SBC at
the BMAA’s SOAR Conference in Dal-
las

Southeastern staff
members, Anderle
Foster & Caroline

Adams, along with
two SBC students,

recruited for SBC at
the BMAA SOAR

Conference

A good turnout for
Chargers Baseball tryouts

A blessing to have the son of former SBC President A. R. Reddin, also an
alumnus and former professor Charles and wife June Reddin of Conway,
Arkansas, stop by campus, along with daughter Karol and husband Army
Chaplain (Colonel) Kevin Guthrie of Huntsville, Alabama.

- More Southeastern News on page 4 -
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Southeastern Baptist College’s Special
Emphasis Months are July and  August
for focused donations from churches
and individuals. All BMA of Mississippi
churches are encouraged to designate
the first Sunday in August, August 1,
2021, for a “Day of Giving” for SBC (or any
Sunday in July or August that may be more convenient
for your church family).

Southeastern Baptist College is
a 501(c)(3) certified tax deductible charity.

SPECIAL EMPHASIS TIME
SOUTHEASTERN BAPTIST COLLEGE

COMMISSION ON

Senior Adults
4226 Highway 15 North

Laurel, Mississippi 39440

Moving Forward
from Ron Montague, Chairman
Commission on Senior Adults

On June 15, 2021 the trustees of the Commission on Senior
Adults met to consider the future this ministry. After interviewing
Bro. Don Brown and hearing his desire to lead the Commission
forward, we elected him as Interim Director until the Association
can approve him as director at our annual meeting in October. We
have given Bro. Don the authority to go forward with plans for the
conferences next Spring and other areas of operation.

We ask that you pray for the Commission, continue your financial
support, and be planning on attending our conferences in 2022.

Haylee Clausell of Foley, Alabama,
signs with SBC Softball Team

Rachelle Revette of Morton, Missis-
sippi, signs with the SBC Softball Team

Dr. Carson and volunteer David Bond receiving a donated trailer from the
generous members of Cypress Creek Baptist Church, Brooklyn, Mississippi

More Southeastern News

Lee is pastor of Central
Church, Southaven, Mississippi

and may be contacted at
anders.lee571@gmail.com

MINISTERING TO YOUNG PEOPLE
by Anders Lee

Anders Lee

Is Voddie Baucham Right? Part One

He goes further in question-
ing youth Sunday school mate-
rial, youth buildings/rooms,
youth camps, DNOW’s, etc... He
also speaks candidly about how
Christian colleges and seminar-
ies have degrees for youth min-
istry. His position is that young
men surrendering to this minis-
try see it as a lucrative opportu-
nity. Basically, his whole posi-

tion is that we have institution-
alized this ministry, made it a
money grabbing tool, and it’s a
sacred cow that we do not have
the intestinal fortitude to elimi-
nate.

In his defense, I have only
quoted him from his sermons or
interviews. I certainly don’t want
you to accept these one liners to
establish your view of what this
topic is. Again, I encourage you
to go listen to his position online.
There are plenty of sources to do
this including his web site.

His position, as I’ve stated,
has become very popular. In fact,
there are many who have fol-
lowed his advice and eliminated
their youth ministry. I’ve heard
from BMA, SBC, and other con-
servative churches that they are
taking these steps advocated by
him and some others. I’ve per-
sonally been asked at camp this
year, and by another pastor in
2021, what I thought about elimi-
nating youth groups in churches.

As the article heading indi-
cates, this is part one of two
articles. In this we have already
established his basic thoughts.
Before we leave part one I want
to be clear about two things. I
will then leave you to begin your
own research and praying on this
subject before “Part Two” of this
article is published.

First, I think this is a local
church matter. There is an air in

I am sure most of you know
who Voddie Baucham is. In case
you do not, here are the basics.
Voddie is a popu-
lar conservative
pastor, speaker,
and writer. He is
now serving as
the Dean of The-
ology at African
Christian Uni-
versity in Zam-
bia. Since 1993,
Voddie has been
the head of VBM (Voddie
Baucham Ministries). He is a
brilliant man.

I want to be quick to say that
I enjoy listening to him. I really
like and respect him! He is a bold
and passionate follower of Christ.
He stands wholeheartedly on the
Word of God. He is criticized by
the national media because he
advocates for biblical principles
in the home. He has been labeled
and called everything under the
sun by liberals. That should tell
you something.

He preached a ser-
mon that he titled
“Child Training” on
November 4, 2007 to
Hardin Baptist
Church in Hardin,
Kentucky. That mes-
sage has become quite
popular. In it he advo-
cates for biblical child
rearing among other things. You
can read the entire transcript
online. He stated during that
message that the sentiment of
parents is this: “We love it when
it’s youth group time ‘cuz we get
to pass them off on somebody
else.” That sermon went viral.

Since that sermon, and since
his time completing his doctoral

degree, he has well established
his view and position on youth
ministry. When listening to him
or reading after him you will

find that he has spent years de-
veloping this position and has a
clear response for any who ques-
tion it. Which, by the way is fine,
if you hold a position such as
this, you should be able to defini-
tively state why. Many churches,
pastors, and yes youth pastors,
have listened to his positions and
have adapted it into the life of
their church.

What is his position on youth
ministry? Oh, I did forget to
mention that. He says; “we don’t
need to reform youth ministry,
we need to abolish it.” He states;
“Where do we go in the scrip-
tures to justify this ministry?”
Baucham has made the bold
move in saying; “It (youth minis-
try) has had a detrimental im-

pact on these young people, fami-
lies, and the church.” His posi-
tion is that youth ministry is
“largely unsuccessful.” He as-
serts that if a teen is in a minis-
try like this, parents will stop
teaching their kids. So basically
he is an advocate to completely
doing away with it.

these discussions that seems to
float the thought that churches
and pastors need to follow the
evidence that the brilliant
minded have put out there. I
believe the scriptures teach lo-
cal church authority. That being
said, every local church should
pray and follow the Lord’s lead-
ership in this matter.

In researching this, you will
find that for every Voddie
Baucham out there, there is
someone just as brilliant and
convicted about what is good and
right about youth ministry.
Baucham makes some great
points, but it doesn’t mean he is
infallible in his position and that
your church should therefore bow
to his dissertations. Mark
Yaconelli, a well-known long
time youth ministry specialist,
also makes many great points
for the continuance of youth min-
istry. If you discover some of his
responses to Baucham, you will
also see his thoughts aren’t per-
fect either. This proves that just
because someone has a “Dr.” in
front of their name doesn’t give

let’s be clear on this, parents in scripture are given the
primary role in teaching their children biblical truth

them the right to be the trend
setter among churches! Let the
Holy Spirit do what He does best
and lead you in how you win
people to Christ, disciple them
and employ them in ministry.

Second, let’s be clear on this,
parents in scripture are given
the primary role in teaching their
children biblical truth and
discipling them to follow Christ.
Any sound bible pastor or youth
pastor has to stand on that truth
from scripture. The youth group
in the local church is NOT the
primary source for their spiri-
tual training. Does that fact tell
us we need to eliminate youth
ministries? Hmmmm…

Well that’s where we will pick
up in Part Two of this article.
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Missions Department  &
Revolving Loan Fund

State Missionaries, Coaches & Coordinators and Wives

www.bmams.org - 601.428.8616
Larry Geraldson

Director

Kenneth & Carole
Pollock

Sidney & Becky
Farmer

Johnny & Neta
    Williams

Scott and Susan
Brocious

Chris & DeeDee
Yager

Estuardo &
Yasmine Marroquin

Josh and Mary Helen
Daniels
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“I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy
children walking in truth,…” 2 John 4

It was such a blessing to participate in the
organization of a new church, recently.  Bro.
Jeff Dixon and I attended the organization
service of El Camino in Hattiesburg, MS.
The service was wonderfully organized un-
der the leadership of Bro. Estuardo
Marroquin and Bro. Leo Adan, Pastor of the
new church.  The is the eleventh new church
that I have had the privilege of helping
organized since becoming the Director of
Missions and Revolving Loan Fund.  We
have another mission that is scheduled to
organize sometime in the fall.

We continue to explore new opportunities
and are currently talking with several men.
Some are praying over the matter and my
hope is that we will see new missions begun
soon.  Please join us in prayer over this.
I want to express my appreciation to Midway
at McClain for their Special Emphasis offer-
ing.  It was received after we printed the list
of contributing churches.  We are very grate-
ful.

We are moving toward the close out of this
fiscal year, which ends at the end of July.  We
are working on preparing new budgets for
Missions and Revolving Loan Fund and get-
ting ready for our team of auditors to arrive
the first part of August.

In this article, you can read the reports
and updates from our missionaries and
coaches.  God is richly blessing our missions’
efforts.  I want to thank you for your contin-
ued support.  If your church would like me to
come and share about our State Missions
program, and/or preach, please just give me

a call at 601-428-8616.

Hispanic Missions Report
by Bro. Estuardo Marroquin

“We continue to advance Hispanic mis-
sionary work in our state of Mississippi. God
has blessed us in recent weeks in the differ-
ent fields in which Hispanic missionary work
is taking place. Below we share these bless-
ings with you:
Canton Mission

Worship services continue each week.
Efforts to evangelize others continue to yield
results. Bro. Luke reports sharing the gospel
with more than 20 people and four have
accepted Christ as a personal Savior. A 17-

year-old girl was baptized last
June at the Hispanic camp or-
ganized by the El Camino Bap-
tist  Church of Laurel. This has
been such a joy!  One more
person was added to the mem-
bership of the Hispanic Baptist
mission in Canton. In the fol-
lowing weeks, the brothers in
the mission will receive train-
ing for multiplication. They are
excited to be part of the great
commission to magnify the

kingdom of our Lord Jesus.
Hattiesburg Mission

The brothers in the Hattiesburg mission
are moving forward with their work plan for
this year 2021.

They have been going out to visit neigh-
borhoods and share the gospel of Jesus with
others. Bro. Leo Adan reports having shared
the gospel with 15 people and in recent
weeks they have had  good attendance in
worship meetings, with several new families
who have been
c o n t a c t e d
through the
visitation. In
July, the mis-
sion will be or-
ganized into a
New Testament
Church, all the
people of this
mission are
happy to take
this great step
and continue to be part of the great commis-
sion of our Lord Jesus Christ. We ask your
prayers for this work, so that they may move

forward and, in the future, may begin to
develop missionary work by planting more
Hispanic churches in our state of Missis-
sippi.
El Camino Church, Laurel

God has been good and the brethren at
The Way church in Laurel continue to move
forward in their work for the Lord Jesus. In
the month of June, several brothers,’ stu-
dents of the Bible institute received their
diplomas for having completed their three-
year courses of study. It was a special time
when the whole church thanked God for
these results. They also report sharing the
gospel with 15 people and four accepted
Jesus as their personal Savior. On June 12th
and 13th, El Camino Church hosted their
annual camp, achieving a good attendance
together with the Missions from Hattiesburg
and Canton. Six people were baptized, and it
was a great joy to the whole group. They
shared that it was a very big blessing to
attend this camp and it motivated their lives
to continue serving in the great commission
of our Lord Jesus.
New Hope Hispanic Association

On June 5, the meeting of the Hispanic
association was held at the Baptist mission
in Oxford. It was a good time to share the
blessings in Hispanic work in Mississippi
and encourage each other to continue to
support state missionary work. The broth-
ers of the Hispanic churches in the north of
the state continue to carry out the work of
our Lord Jesus Christ in the cities of Ripley,
Tupelo and Oxford. The next meeting will be
in September at the Hispanic Mission in the
city of Canton.

I thank God for the privilege he gives me
to serve in our association coordinating His-
panic work and to be a part of this great work
that is being carried out with the dedication
of every Hispanic pastor and missionary in
their field of work. I ask for your prayers to
continue to expand Hispanic work and see
new mission fields to preach the gospel of
Christ in the Hispanic communities of east
Mississippi, in Christ.”

Scott Brocious, Missionary at Canaan
Land Baptist Mission in Buckatunna, MS

“As always, we would like to thank each
person, Church, and association for the amaz-
ing out pour of suppor, prayerfully, as well
as, financially. You all have been such a
blessing to my family and our church family
here in Buckatunna. We are more grateful
than you could ever imagine. We have been
very busy over the last month here at Canaan
Land.  We have launched our new Wednes-
day night youth class, and  it is starting off
good. Our newest members are helping tre-
mendously with these efforts. It is encourag-
ing to see people join and hit the ground

running in an effort to serve. Please pray for
these efforts as we invest in our young people.
I am reminded of first Timothy 4:12. Paul
states, “Let no man despise thy youth; but be
thou an example of the believers, in word, in
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in
purity.” They are the future of the church
and are never too young for us to start
investing in.

Our Wednesday night Bible studies have
been profitable. I have started seeing growth
in our people, as well as nailing down some
doctrinal things. These much needed, but
often forgot about, teachings are necessary
for the perfecting of the saints. Sunday ser-
vices have been sweet  and Spirit filled. We
have had first-time visitors and the gospel of
Christ was magnified and preached. Out-
reach efforts are continuing and increasing,
as it is our hearts desire to reach the area
with the gospel message. At the end of June,
our people were invited and attended the
East Central Association Church camp. What
an amazing experience! We had 10 that went
and enjoyed this camp. While at this camp
my 12-year-old, Zane made a profession of
faith and will soon be baptized into the body
of Christ! As a father, this must be one of the
proudest things I have ever been able to
report. Please pray for him as he begins his
lifetime walk with Christ. Pray that our
Father in heaven  will use him in a mighty
way that will bring Him honor and glory for
many years. We are currently in the stages
of planning a revival that should be taking
place towards the end of August.  Be in
prayer for these efforts. My intentions are to
report back with the exact dates and times.
We would be honored to have you as our
guest, if you could make it. As always, if you
have questions, comments, or concerns, feel
free to reach out to me. As well, if you would
like us to come by your church and let your
people know more about what God is doing
at Canaan Land, I have Sunday evenings
available. Thank you once more for all that
you all do.”

Bro. Wesley Martin, Missionary Coach
Wesley and Pastor of Redemption in
Diamondhead

“Greetings from Diamondhead. I hope
you are all doing well. Things at the church
have continued to progress well since our
organization. We are so glad to be ranked
among the churches of the BMA of Missis-
sippi.   A few weeks ago, we did have some
flooding. Since then, everything has been
cleaned up and restored.  We just have a few
doors to replace to completely finish. I am
thankful that it wasn’t worse. Even in hard
times, God blesses. On the Mission Coaching

 Organization service of El Camino in Hattiesburg

Hispanic Campers

ElCamino Baptisms

continued on page 6
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side of things, everything is going well. I
finished up Polity training with Bro. Johnny
and he has moved on to his next training. I
am now working with Bro. Josh. He is doing
great with the training. I believe it is going
to be very beneficial for him as they organize
membership and write bylaws. Thank you so
much for all your prayers.”

Bro. Daniel Allen, Associate Missionary
“Greetings from Redemption Baptist

Church. It has been a busy summer so far.
We had our first Missions Church Camp last
month. We had just under 20 people from
Redemption that participated in it. It was a
great time and God was proclaimed to lots of
students and adults. As I continue to go
through training, we have started to make
steps towards getting ready for Church plant-
ing. My wife and I recently sold our home
and have moved into a camper. God opened
a door for us to sell, and we did, and we are
going to trust Him as we begin this next
chapter. We are planning to buy in the com-
munity where we will be planting the church,
when the time comes for us to do the Church
plant. Also, I am continuing with training
from the missions’ coaches. I have been work-
ing with Brother Sidney Farmer is the area
of evangelism and I am also about to start
Church Doctrine training with Brother Ja-
son Howard. I have also been filling the
pulpit as much as the Lord allows. My prayer
and goal this summer was to preach as much
as I could. God continues to open the doors of
opportunity for this. I have been filling in at
Helton Road Baptist Church a couple of
times a month since April. I have been sched-
uled to be there for four weeks in August.
Brother Wesley has let me fill in on Wednes-
day nights at Redemption. I have been
preaching through Genesis 1 & 2, the cre-
ation account. This has been a 7-week series.
God continues to give me opportunity and I
am truly thankful for it. To Him be all the
Glory! I also want to personally thank you
for your continued support and prayers.”

Bro. Chris Yager, Missionary at
Living Hope Baptist Mission in Merdian

“Often in the New Testament, the minis-
try is compared to a soldier in the army or the
farmer plowing and planting his field. Both
analogies give the idea of faithful laboring
until the fruit comes. For the soldier, the war
is not won immediately, but after many
battles, marches, and struggles. For the
farmer, the crop is harvested after long spring
and hot summer days of plowing, planting,
watering, and weeding. Paul, under inspira-
tion reminds the Galatian believers to “not
be weary in well doing: for in due season we
shall reap, if we faint not” Galatians 6:9.

In ministry and especially church plant-
ing, I am reminded that a church is not built
overnight. It takes the faithfulness like a

soldier and a farmer to accomplish the work
that God has called us to do. We must be
willing to plow, plant, cultivate, and stay in
the fight if the church is going to be built. I
am so thankful for these analogies because it
reminds me to continue to be faithful to fight
and plant when there are not always the
results that I expect. God will bring the
increase if I con-
tinue to strive.

These last few
months have
been busy, but
our numbers
have remained
the same (at
about 30 people
faithfully coming
with Sunday av-
erages around
24). Many flyers
have been
handed out and
many contacts
have been made
with good results,
but immediate
numerical fruit
has not resulted,
lately. We are
continuing, unde-
terred, to pray,
preach and pro-
mote the work.
We are assured
that God is preparing a harvest; our job is to
be faithful.

Though we have not seen numerical
growth lately, we have seen one saved and
will have our first baptism on July 11th.
Praise the Lord!! We enjoyed our first church
camp together with the other BMA missions,
and later took two teens to teen camp in
Pensacola, Florida. God has been so good to
us as we enter our 10th month of ministry.
Below are some pictures of our worship ser-
vice, BMA Missions camp,  travels to teen
camp, and our upcoming Sunday Evenings
VBS.

Please be in prayer for us as we are
looking for a more long-term solution for
housing our church. We have a building and
property in mind; please be in prayer for
wisdom and guidance. Please pray for us as
we prepare for our official launch service on
October 3rd of this fall. We are praying for 5
more families to come on board with us. We
are hoping to be at 40 by the end of this
year… Please pray with us!

Thank you again for your faithfulness to
give to missions and to pray for us specifi-
cally. God is doing a work here in Meridian,
and I am so honored to serve Christ with
you.”

Dr. Kenneth Pollock, Missionary at Mid-
way Baptist Mission, Batesville/Oxford

“Midway Baptist Mission continues to
proclaim the Truth in Northwest Missis-
sippi. We are still numerically small, but our
people are increasing in knowledge of the
Lord and His Word. Worship services on
Sunday and Wednesday are Spirit filled and
a joy to attend. Those meeting on Wednes-
day evenings are studying Peter’s first let-
ter. The format for the inductive Bible study
allows for much discussion so that questions
may be answered immediately.

Our membership and weekly attendance
are certainly not as we desire but we press
onward. We meet the same resistance as the
other churches in the area. Our members
have visited in homes, made contacts in
workplaces, talked to people in businesses

and on the street, and invited friends, fam-
ily, and neighbors to come, so there is little
more that we can do to entice people to join
us for worship. We will not stop reaching out,
but we will not compromise our Christian
values and doctrines for the sake of numeri-
cal growth.

To end this report on a positive note, a
family of eight visited recently. This family
has moved into the area and is looking for
the right church for them. They were very
well received by our members, and they have
assured us that they will come again. Please
pray for them and for Midway as we seek the
Lord’s will for these dear people.

Thanks to all who continue to pray for and
support us. May rich blessings from the Lord
be poured out unto you all.”

Dr. Paul Spurlin, Restoration Ministry
We had an exciting night working with

teens in the Jones County Youth Detention
Center in June. God was working from the
moment I entered the facility as I had to
choose which of two groups of young men to
meet. Once I was in the classroom to meet
with the chosen group, I began teaching my
planned Bible study. However, about five
minutes after starting the study, the door
opened, and the jailer said that she had
forgotten a young man. Before he reached a
seat, he told me that he needed to “get
saved.” Then, another young man said, “me
too.” Not knowing what they yet knew of the
Gospel and the need to be saved, I aban-
doned my planned Bible study and spoke to
the group about what it means to “get saved”
using several passages from the book of
Romans. Six different young men took turns
reading scriptures aloud for the group, and I
would explain between readings the mean-
ing of the passages. After I explained per-
sonal sin, the need for salvation from God’s
wrath due that sin, Jesus’s death and resur-
rection, and God’s gift of salvation to those
who come to Him by faith in Christ alone, I
asked the first young man if he still wanted
to be saved. He said that he did, so I coun-
seled with him away from the others and he
called out to God, confessing his personal sin
and asking God to save him through Jesus
Christ. His heartfelt prayer was very mov-
ing to me. Returning to the other young man,
I asked if he wanted to be saved. He re-
sponded that he did not because he knew
that he would continue to sin. Wow! He
recognized the need for repentance. I ex-
plained to him that after being saved there
would be a part of him that would want to sin
but that God promises to live inside him
through the Holy Spirit to help him avoid it.
Then, he wanted to be saved. After counsel-
ing with him, he also prayed for God to save
him. They were each given a Bible, and
before I left, they were planning to read the
Gospel of John as they remained in custody.
I also counseled each of them to go to his
respective church upon being released to
speak with the pastor about what had hap-
pened and about being baptized, and they
each said they would. Please pray for these
two young men.

Praise God for His allowing our ministry
to reap souls after we have been sowing and
for proving Himself faithful to his promise in
Psalm 126:6, “He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt-
less come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.” This is contrasted with
Satan’s influence also at work during our
meeting, as the other group of young men
who were not meeting with us were banging
on the classroom door that leads to their
living area and yelling nonsense words as I

was explaining salvation and counseling. It
was an evident but futile attempt by Satan
to fight against what God was doing. Be-
cause of the time it took to counsel with the
young men for salvation, we were late for our
meeting time with the adult prisoners and
were turned away for the night. However,
God was still at work, providing this as an
opportunity to speak with a jailer who was
taking a break in front of the jail. We were
able to give her a full presentation of the
Gospel and discuss with her the need for her
personal salvation. She said that she would
consider the things we discussed. The night’s
work was a reminder that we must be flex-
ible to follow God’s plans, even if we must
abandon our own.

My plan was to teach a prepared Bible
study to a group of youth and an adult group.
God had different plans and allowed us the
pleasure of following them. The first young
man that asked God to save him in the youth
facility has an aunt who is currently in
prison, who had been saved in a prison
ministry meeting. She had spoken with him
by phone and told him he needed to be saved
and that he should talk to the “preachers”
when they showed up. Apparently, I just
happened to be the first preacher to show up
after this conversation. Therefore, you never
know what God may do with your conversa-
tions to others of their spiritual needs.

Thank you for your continued consider-
ation of our ministry, whether you are sup-
porting us prayerfully and/or financially or
whether you are simply interested in what is
happening with Restoration as you read
these updates in the paper. As always, your
church is welcome to join us in our work. If
you are interested in working with Restora-
tion in a jail ministry, please contact us
through the BMA of Mississippi Missions
Department.

Josh Daniels, Missionary at
Refuge Baptist Mission in Kiln, MS

“To the churches of the BMA of Missis-
sippi:  It is a great honor to give an update to
you on the work happening at Refuge Bap-
tist Mission in Kiln. Summertime finds us
busy, as most churches are this time of year.
Since spring, we have been working on church
camp, VBS, visiting supporting churches,
outdoor services on the Refuge property, and
preparing for Sunday night youth and
children's ministries starting back in Au-
gust. It has definitely been a busy few
months. 

As we prepared for church camp with

continued on page 8
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 7July 15, 2021 •  Mississippi Baptist

WOMEN'S MISSIONARY AUXILIARY
WMAofMS20@gmail.com

President Theresa Reus
264 Dean Nursery Rd., Lucedale, MS 39452  -  601-508-9697

Treasuer Mrs. Shirlene Smith
730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443 - 601-729-5638

Ladies Retreat Information
September 17-18, 2021

Below is information concerning the Ladies Retreat Scheduled for
September 12 in Pearl, Mississippi. Note that the telephone number for
the Holiday Inn was incorrect in the original article. The correct number
is listed below.

by Kathy Walley
It is time to make plans to attend the “Ladies Retreat” in

September. Things will look a little different this year because we
will be meeting at the Holiday Inn in Pearl.

Charlotte Johnson, a vibrant speaker from Texas, will be our
speaker. She will be bringing new ideas to our Retreat. Please pray
for her daily. The theme is “Joy” from 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.

There will be a Hospitality Room for you to enjoy when we are not
in session. Also, you will want to stop by the Photo Booth to have
your group get their picture taken. We will have the “Silent Auction”
so do not forget to bring items for this. There will be great door prizes
and you might even find a “happy” on your table.

It has been suggested that we have “Book Exchange” so bring that
book you have read and get a book in exchange. There will be a table
in the meeting room set for this exchange.

Your Registration Form should be mailed to Beth Caldwell, 166
Twin Creek Rd, Lucedale, MS 39452. Her phone number is 601-947-
6011 or 601- 766-5702. The fee is $50.00. This is due by September
12, 2021.

You will need to call the Holiday Inn at 601-939-5238 to make
your reservations. The rooms will accommodate four (4) people and
the cost is $109.00 per room. The Hospitality Room and our rooms
will be on the second floor. We will all be together. The physical
address of the hotel is 110 Bass Pro Drive, Pearl.

If you know ladies that are not in your church, but would like to
attend please invite them. We need 150 ladies to attend to help cover
hotel expense. We would love to have more.

Registration will begin at 2:00. Looking forward to seeing you in
September. If you have any questions please call me at 601-508-
1082.

Carolyn Hagler is a retired educator and a
member of Westover Baptist Church in

Hattiesburg. You may conact her via email at
cmhagler@bellsouth.net

In His Grip by Carolyn Hagler

Carolyn Hagler

The Beginning
 of the Story

Isn’t God great? He has pro-
vided so many places here on
earth to give us a glimpse of
what Heaven might be like.
When we visited the Hawaiian
Island of Kauai, I visualized for
the first time what it might have
felt like to be in
the Garden of
Eden.

When my
friend, Bobbye,
and I were ac-
cepted for a pre-
sentation in Ho-
nolulu, JB, Sister
No. 1, and I de-
cided to take the opportunity to
see more than Oahu. Our dream
vacation began after the longest
flight I had ever taken from New
Orleans to Chicago to Honolulu
to Kauai.

Arriving at the airport some
14 hours later with time zones
messing with my mind, we were
greeted by the famous hula danc-
ers who, in the ancient tradi-
tions of Hawaii, placed a lei
around our necks. That day was
the beginning of the story.

Maybe I was a little jet lagged,
but the first thing I noticed was
a poster about a local painter
named Gecko. I’m not prone to
keeping my observations to my-
self, so I told the others, “Look at
all the posters about Gecko; he
must be a famous Hawaiian art-
ist.” When JB and Sister No. 1
quit laughing, they explained
that a gecko was a type of lizard.
How did I not know that? I would
never have believed then that
now I have my own geckos in
Hattiesburg. Surely, I didn’t
bring them back with me! But
they do bring back memories.

I’m glad we started our begin-
ning of the Hawaiian story by
going to Kauai. Known as the
Garden Isle, Kauai is the oldest
and northernmost island in the
Hawaiian chain. It’s the green-
est of all the islands, covered
mainly by forests and mountain
ranges. It’s a land of sugarcane
fields, tropical rain forests, white
sandy beaches, hidden valleys,
sharp mountain spires, and
jagged cliffs aged by time and
the elements. The Island has a
small-town feel with a laid-back
atmosphere and rich cultures, at
least back then.

Our travel coordinator, JB,
made sure we saw all parts. We

cruised along the Wailua River
and toured the Fern Grotto, in
its beautiful tropical jungle set-
ting. We viewed the 3,000 ft.
deep Waimea Canyon, known as
the Grand Canyon of the Pacific.
The 4,000 ft. Na Pali cliffs were
certainly the most dramatic.

For almost every aspect of
Hawaiian life, there is a legend
to explain it but not always an
explanation. I loved the legends;
JB not so much except maybe
the hula dancers.

One legend that we differed
on was the famous Barking
Sands, a beautiful beach on the
west side. Today it’s on the site
of the Pacific Missile Range Fa-
cility, so most people don’t get to

hear the sand. But we drove on
gravel and dirt and then through
a sugarcane field to have the
experience and to hear the sound.
I confess I really didn’t hear the
barking dogs, but Sister and I
had to walk to the beach. JB did
his usual: When he didn’t want
to hike or he didn’t want to see
something, he found somewhere
to sit. Sure enough, when we got
back, there he sat. I’m sure I
never told him that I didn’t hear
the dogs; I probably made up a
legend of my own.

We saw wet caves and dry
caves and just breathtaking scen-
ery. The most beautiful spot was
probably the Wailua Falls,
which, for those of you who still
remember the Fantasy Island
television show, was seen at the
opening. Remember the little
man Tattoo smiling and wav-
ing?

Many parts of the island can
only be seen from the water, from
the air, or during a hike. You
know JB wasn’t going to hike
anywhere for the view. So, the
thrill of a lifetime was a rafting
expedition with Captain Zodiac.
We should have known when
the brochure was highlighted
with a skull-and-crossbones. But
how dangerous can a raft be?

The raft turned out to be a
rubberized raft on the Na Pali
coast. We traveled with the wind
going and against the wind com-
ing back. It was wild, exciting,
bouncy, and wet. JB was so
scrawny that he had to stand
and hold on for dear life on the
trip back. Not me! No pictures do
justice to the beauty, but the
scenery was unbelievable.

Historic Hanapepe was remi-
niscent of the Old West. Flowers
covered the hillsides of that his-
toric area. We visited the
Hanapepe Bookstore and
Expresso Bar, and that’s where
JB’s dream of opening a book-
store and coffee shop in
Hattiesburg began. Have I men-
tioned that JB was a get-it-done
guy? He opened his own used
bookstore, Books Etc., within a
few months after returning
home.

One legend that really touched
my imagination was the
Menehune, a mythological dwarf
people who hid in the forest and
hidden valleys. They built fish
ponds, roads, ditches, and lots of
other things sometimes over-
night. I directed us to the famous

ditch they built, but JB sped by
that so fast, I didn’t get a chance
to look very closely. He didn’t
like the Menehune, legend or
not.

Another legend concerned the
many feral roosters, well actu-
ally roosters, hens, and chicks..
As local lore goes, the wild jungle
fowl were brought to the islands
by the Polynesians and mated
with domesticated birds after a
hurricane. All I know is that the
wild chickens were everywhere.

One other beautiful spot you
may recognize is the Lumahai
Beach. I felt like Mitzi Gaynor in
South Pacific and could have
“washed that man right out of
my hair.” My favorite picture

reminds me that I’m glad I kept
him.

After spending a week on
Kauai, we moved on to Oahu.
After our presentation, Bobbye
joined us in seeing the entire
island. I don’t remember much
about our presentation, but I do
remember JB’s tour. Even
though Honolulu is very com-
mercialized, the island itself is
still beautiful.

Hawaiian names are so con-
fusing. They all seemed to start
with “K” and followed by about
20 letters that don’t spell any-
thing to me. So, I got us lost a lot.
I really wanted to see the Dole
Plantation, and we did. After
sampling a lot of pineapple deli-
cacies, we were back on the road
again.

After our third trip around
the Dole Plantation, JB got a
little cranky. He whipped the

JB on Barking Sands

Kalalau Beach on the Na Pali Coast

car into a military base and
stopped at the guard station. He
explained, “My wife is driving
me crazy and in circles.” He asked
permission to enter the base to
turn around. To the laughter of
the guards, we turned around,
and he didn’t listen to my direc-
tions anymore.

Hurricanes likely have
changed the landscape of Kauai
and Oahu, but my mental map of
Kauai continues to be that of an
untouched, beautiful paradise,
much like I visualize the Garden
of Eden. Our Master Gardener
created the perfect garden for
man that we can only imagine.
One day we’ll be in a perfect
place with the Master Himself
where we can walk and talk with
Him and be free of sin and death.
Soon and very soon.

Is that the trumpet I hear?

On Lumahai Beach
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some of our other church plants, it was great
to see the people of Refuge give and support
this camp. We had two fund-raisers within
the mission and the people supported it
enough to pay for all children and teens to
attend camp. It was a blessing to see this
type of support beginning to grow among the
people of the mission. 

We have also spent some of the summer
Sunday nights visiting supporting churches.
So far I have been able to visit with Belle
Fontaine Baptist Church in Theodore, Ala-
bama, for their associational revival and
with Evergreen Baptist Church in Semi-
nary, Mississippi. I really enjoyed being able
to share God's Word and give updates of the
mission work they are supporting. There are
a couple other churches we are planning to
be with and look forward to giving updates
there, as well. 

Summertime can also mean family func-
tions, weddings, and on the coast, it means
hurricane season. For Refuge, this will mean
some Sundays the shelter we meet in will be
booked or needed. We are extremely thank-
ful that we have a second option to have
services on our property. We held two ser-
vices this summer, so far, on the property.

On July 4th, we held an outdoor service in
which we had worship, baptism of eight
additions to the mission, and a fellowship
meal. The people of Refuge and many visi-
tors were in attendance and brought more
than enough food.  I was thankful for our
people! The second outdoor service found us
with many out of town and not able to attend,
but it was a special Sunday. We gathered in
a circle and discussed the importance of the
body of Christ and the individual members
that make up the body. We broke out into
smaller groups at the end, to get to know
each other a little better and to share pos-

sible areas of service and being a part of the
body moving forward. It was special to just
have a simple day focused on the Word of
God and fellowship among His people.

God has blessed us this summer also with
our sending church's mission team building
a pavilion on the property. They have worked
hard and given to this project. We cannot
wait to see it fully finished and being used for

Above - under construction and

multiple future ministry moments. We are
thankful for the huge support we receive
from Midway First Baptist Church.

Moving ahead, we are working on a one-
day VBS on Saturday, July 24th  and getting
the Sunday night youth and children's min-
istry started again. Please continue to pray
for us and possibly consider supporting the
ministry of Refuge. 

There has been great support that we
have received in many ways. Multiple
churches have given their VBS offering to-
ward our building fund, some have given
offerings to our building fund, and others
have continued their support of the work
funds. Also, many have called, texted, or
offered up words of encouragement, love,
and support. We are thankful for each act of
kindness, love, and support whether through
finances, physical work, letters, cards, phone
calls, texts, or just a hug or handshake. 

I, as well as the people of Refuge, am
thankful for being a part of the BMA of
Mississippi. This journey of millions of steps
is possible because of our Lord, as well as,
the people He uses through associational
work. Souls are saved, people join in the local
church, ministry is taking place, disciples
are being made, and lives are eternally chang-
ing. IT IS WORTH IT!”

Jason Howard,
Missionary and Missionary Coach

“To the churches of the BMA of Missis-
sippi, Thank you all for your continued sup-
port. It is with sadness I must report that the
Bible study which was ongoing in Bayou La
Batre has come to an end. The Lord did bless
in that work. The Gospel was consistently
shared for several months, as well as, basic
Bible doctrines. During this Bible study there
was one young lady who desired to be saved.
I shared with her the gospel. Sadly, the Bible
study ceased before I could follow up with
her. I trust that the seed planted will, in
time, produce fruit. For some time, I was left
to wonder why the study ended abruptly.  A
few weeks ago, I was able to contact the man

in whose restaurant we were allowed to
meet. His family was one of the major fami-
lies in the study. He told me that he had
decided to sell alcohol in his restaurant and
therefore, could not, out of good conscience,
continue hosting the Bible study. Truly the
love of money is the root of all evil. Who
knows what good may have come to him, his
family and the community, had he made a
better decision? Who knows what destruc-
tion lies ahead as the result of a poor deci-
sion?

However, I have begun a study with two
families in George County. These two fami-
lies do not live far apart, within a few miles.
One family is a Presbyterian family and the
other has an SBC background, but has be-
come very unsatisfied with the Convention.
They have been very faithful to come to
midweek Bible study, and we in short order
may begin to meet on Sunday. Pray for God’s
will to be done in this!

As Mission Coach, I am beginning the
Church Doctrine lessons with Bro. Chris
Yager and Bro. Daniel Allen on Monday,
July 12. I am excited about spending time
with these two servants. Pray that we may
grow closer together in fellowship with each
other and the Lord, and that we may have a
greater appreciation for the Lord’s churches.”

Sidney Farmer, Sr. Missionary Coach
The missionary coaches are continuing to

work with our state missionaries with train-
ing and coaching to better equip them to
serve in the mission field in which God has
placed them. We recently completed some
evangelism training with Bro. Daniel Allen
and Bro. Wesley Martin along with some of
the folks at Redemption. I am continuing to
work with Bro. Scott Brocious and Bro.
Johnny Williams in discipleship. It is a tre-
mendous blessing to work with all the mis-
sion team and to see the progress being
made in State missions and the growth in
the individual missionaries. Please continue
to pray for each one of our missionaries and
their families.
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Father and received as one of His dear
children (John 1:12; Galatians 4:4-7). I
believe everyone who becomes a child of
God is at that time given to the Son to be
one of His servants. Graves used many
verses (especially from the Gospel of John)
about God giving souls to Jesus and im-
plied those verses were all fulfilled before
the foundation of the world. I believe the
soul that is forgiven by the Father is
given to the Son at that point in time. The
Father is only giving the Son the ones the
Son has really already purchased to Him-
self through His own precious blood!

The verse that Graves (and most other
Calvinists) uses to teach that the Lamb's
Book of Life was all filled out in the very
beginning is Revelation 17:8, "The beast
that thou sawest was, and is not; and
shall ascend out of the bottomless pit, and
go into perdition: and they that dwell on
the earth shall wonder, whose names
were not written in the book of life from
the foundation of the world, when they
behold the beast that was, and is not, and
yet is." The key phrase from that verse is

"whose names were not written in the
book of life from the foundation of the
world." Many believe 'from the founda-
tion of the world' means all the names
were in the book from the beginning.
While Calvinists believe God gave Jesus
the names He used to fill up the book,
others believe the omniscience of God
was used to fill up the book since He knew
everyone who would ever be saved through
His foreknowledge. But, I see the possi-
bility that 'from the foundation of the
world' means names have been added to
the book from the beginning, with Adam
and Eve being the first. So, which one is
right? Does 'from the foundation of the
world' mean every name was in the book
before the beginning, or does it mean
names have been added to the book since
the foundation? As always, the Bible is
the best interpreter of the Bible. Jesus
told us what 'from the foundation of the
world' means when He spoke the exact
Greek words John wrote in Revelation
17:8 in the following verses: "That the
blood of all the prophets, which was shed
from the foundation of the world, may be
required of this generation; From the
blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias,
which perished between the altar and the
temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be
required of this generation" (Luke 11:50,

51). The blood of many prophets of God
has been shed from the foundation of the
world, with the blood of Abel being the
first. Thus, according to Jesus the phrase
'from the foundation of the world' means
from the beginning continuing even until
now. Thus, each time a sinner repents of
his sins and places his faith in Jesus
Christ, he is gloriously saved and his
name is written in the Lamb's Book of
Life. That explains why there is rejoicing
in the presence of the angels in Heaven
each time a soul is saved (Luke 15:7, 10).

In the beginning, I stated that I be-
lieved there was a real danger in one
believing what Graves wrote about the
Covenant of Redemption. You may won-
der what I see as dangerous. How does a
preacher stand before a congregation and
preach the Gospel and not believe that
Jesus died for all his listeners? How does
a Sunday School teacher stand before her
class of 10 precious little ones and wonder
how many of them God chose to be saved?
How does a soul winner witness to a lost
sinner when he cannot tell him with con-
fidence that Jesus died for his sins and
stands ready to save him? How do new
parents hold their precious baby and not
know if the name they chose for that little
one was chosen by God for Jesus to write
in the Lamb's Book of Life? After all,

those who agree with what Graves wrote
believe God made the choice uncondition-
ally of electing those who would be saved.
Therefore, it doesn't matter how diligently
the parents raise their children in church
and bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord, if God did not
give their children to Jesus before the
foundation of the world there is nothing
they can do to keep their children from
going to Hell. What a terrible thought!

I have a question for preachers who
disagree with what I have written and
still believe that God sovereignly chose
the ones who will be saved and the ones
who cannot be saved. When you have the
terrible task of preaching a funeral ser-
vice for a baby or small child, will you tell
the parents that according to what you
believe there is a possibility their pre-
cious little one could be in Hell if God did
not choose to give the name to Jesus?
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