
www.msbaptist.orgJuly 15, 2019 VOL. 73   NO.  14

JOURNAL OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF MISSISSIPPI

17 INCHES - A Life Lesson from Baseball

John Scolinos

NOTE: from a post on Facebook
Twenty years ago, in Nash-

ville, Tennessee, during the first
week of January, 1996, more
than 4,000 baseball coaches de-
scended upon the Opryland
Hotel for the 52nd annual
ABCA's convention.

While I waited in line to reg-
ister with the hotel staff, I heard
other more veteran coaches rum-
bling about the lineup of speak-
ers scheduled to present during
the weekend. One name kept
resurfacing, always with the
same sentiment — “John
Scolinos is here? Oh, man, worth
every penny of my airfare.”

Who is John Scolinos, I won-
dered. No matter; I was just
happy to be there.

In 1996, Coach Scolinos was
78 years old and five years re-
tired from a college coaching
career that began in 1948. He
shuffled to the stage to an im-
pressive standing ovation, wear-

ing dark polyester pants, a light
blue shirt, and a string around
his neck from which home plate
hung — a full-sized, stark-white
home plate.

Seriously, I wondered, who is
this guy?

After speaking for twenty-five
minutes, not once mentioning
the prop hanging around his
neck, Coach Scolinos appeared
to notice the snickering among
some of the coaches. Even those
who knew Coach Scolinos had
to wonder exactly where he was
going with this, or if he had
simply forgotten about home
plate since he’d gotten on stage.

Then, finally …
“You’re probably all wonder-

ing why I’m wearing home plate
around my neck,” he said, his
voice growing irascible. I
laughed along with the others,
acknowledging the possibility.
“I may be old, but I’m not crazy.
The reason I stand before you
today is to share with you base-
ball people what I’ve learned in
my life, what I’ve learned about
home plate in my 78 years.”

Several hands went up when
Scolinos asked how many Little
League coaches were in the
room. “Do you know how wide
home plate is in Little League?”

After a pause, someone of-
fered, “Seventeen inches?”, more
of a question than answer.

“That’s right,” he said. “How
about in Babe Ruth’s day? Any
Babe Ruth coaches in the
house?” Another long pause.

“Seventeen inches?” a guess
from another reluctant coach.

“That’s right,” said Scolinos.
“Now, how many high school
coaches do we have in the room?”
Hundreds of hands shot up, as
the pattern began to appear.
“How wide is home plate in high
school baseball?”

“Seventeen inches,” they said,
sounding more confident.

“You’re right!” Scolinos
barked. “And you college
coaches, how wide is home plate
in college?”

“Seventeen inches!” we said,
in unison.

“Any Minor League coaches
here? How wide is home plate in
pro ball?”............“Seventeen
inches!”

“RIGHT! And in the Major
Leagues, how wide home plate
is in the Major Leagues?

“Seventeen inches!”
“SEV-EN-TEEN INCHES!”

he confirmed, his voice bellow-
ing off the walls. “And what do
they do with a Big League
pitcher who can’t throw the ball
over seventeen inches?” Pause.
“They send him to Pocatello !”
he hollered, drawing raucous
laughter. “What they don’t do is
this: they don’t say, ‘Ah, that’s
okay, Jimmy. If you can’t hit a
seventeen-inch target? We’ll
make it eighteen inches or nine-
teen inches. We’ll make it twenty
inches so you have a better
chance of hitting it. If you can’t
hit that, let us know so we can
make it wider still, say twenty-
five inches.'”

Pause. “Coaches… what do
we do when your best player
shows up late to practice? or
when our team rules forbid fa-

“We don’t teach accountability to our kids, and
there is no consequence for failing to meet

standards. We just widen the plate!”

continued on page 4

A View From The Other Side

Don Brown
Editor

by the Editor
Both of my parents have

passed away and I do miss them
dearly. My wife
and I married
young at the age
of 19. We began
our family while
still in college
and by the time
I turned 23 we
had two little
girls and our im-
mediate family
was complete
and my parents were then
grandparents. Our little family
was living life, trying to earn a
living, and dealing with the nor-
mal activities that life brings.

If I did not check on my par-
ents at least once per week I
would get the phone call! The
call was always from my dad
and it went something like this...

“Son, your mom has not heard
from you in a while and she just
wants to know if everything is
OK.”

My mother never called and
repeated that conversation say-
ing that “your father has not
heard from you in a while....”

Dad obviously missed hear-
ing from us and I now realize
that he desperately wanted to
hear from his son. You see, I
now have become my dad. One
of our kids lives close and we
talk to her almost daily and see
her regularly.

The other child lives 250 miles
away. If I do not hear from her
regularly, I BECOME MY FA-
THER. Yes, I call her and say,
“Your mother has not heard from
you in a while and she just
wanted to know if everything is
OK.”

That call has become a pre-

cious memory moment of my
parents and we both laugh about
it. It is one of those ‘family
things’.

My grandmother lived sev-
eral hours from us and when we
did visit or call her comment
was always the same..."When
are we going yo see you again?"
or “It is about time you came
by...”

I am now a great-grandfather
(what a blessing) and I under-
stand that the older you get, the
more generations there are in a
family. The more people there
are that one needs to stay in

touch with, and that want to
hear from their children and
grandchildren, continues to
grow. The danger is that the
‘older’ members will perceive
that they are being ignored -
and some certainly are - when

in reality families are busy and
involved and have lives of their
own to live. A real possibility is
that in living our hectic lives we
fail at times to consider what
our parents and grandparents
are feeling and thinking.

It is important that the fami-
lies of senior adults stay in touch
and make sure that those par-
ents and grandparents, who
may be living alone, do not feel
neglected and have regular fam-
ily contact.

Some older Americans, about one in seven, say
they are alone all their daily measured time..

continued on page 7
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We are preparing for the close
out of our fiscal year which hap-
pens at the end of July.  Every-
thing seems to indicate that we
will close the year in the black.
This will be the 8th year in a row
that we have close our books in
the black.  We praise the Lord
for suppling our needs and we
praise the Lord for our churches
which provided that need to ac-
complish our mission. We con-
tinue to receive Special Empha-
sis offerings and we are equally
grateful for those who partici-
pated in this special campaign
(Thank You!).  The following are
additional contributors, since
the printing of our first list:

Berean, Soso
Lee’s Chapel #2, Picayune
Little Creek, Perkinston
Parkview, Laurel
Riverbend, Madison
Union, Bay Springs

Upcoming Revolving
Loan Trustee Meeting

On July 22, 2019, the Trust-
ees of the Revolving Loan Fund
will meet at the Missions Com-
plex, to discuss the proposed
annual budget for the next fis-
cal year and to give consider-
ation for a number of loan re-
quests and inquiries.  Currently,
we have $4,805,000.00 obligated
to go out in approved loans.  We
have and additional
$1,750,000.00 in loan inquires
that are yet to be approved. God
is blessing our Revolving Loan
Fund and we are in need of addi-
tional money/deposits to help
meet the demand of these loans.
Our current rate of return to
our share holder accounts is
2.25%.  If your church has a
cemetery fund or a building fund
or savings account, not yet on
deposit with us, please consider
setting up an account with us.
If you need more information,
please contact our office at 601-
428-8616.

Upcoming Missionary
Committee Meeting

On July 23, 2019, the Mis-

sionary Committeemen will
gather at the Missions Complex
to review on going missions ac-
tivity and to interview a new
missionary candidate.  I con-
tinue to have discussion with
others who have shown an in-
terest in church planting.  Please
keep us in your prayers as we
meet.

Note from the Director
During the months of May

and June, I attended the BMA
of America National meeting,
had the opportunity to visit and/
or preach at South Forrest Bap-
tist Church, Zions Rest Baptist
Church, Mt. Gilead, Salt Light,
Redemption. I attended and
shared a report at the Midyear
Meeting of the BMA of Missis-
sippi and had the privilege to
attend some of our local associa-
tion meetings. It was also my
honor of attending the funeral
of Bro. Grover Laird at East
Fulton Baptist Church. Back at
the office we closed out the quar-
ter, completed our annual bud-
get planning, scrubbed our in-
surance policy premium in meet-
ings with our Church Mutual
agent… just to hit a few high
points. At my church, Big Creek,
I continue to teach a class each
Sunday evening and feel tre-
mendously blessed to be able to
serve. I continue to be grateful
to all of you for the opportunity
to serve.

Canaan Baptist Mission,
Waynesboro – (Canaan Mis-
sionary Baptist Church,
Mother Church)

In May, Bro. Howard reported
a high attendance of 50, a mem-
bership of 12, and offerings of
$294.00.  In June, Bro. Howard
reported a high attendance of
55, a membership of 9, and offer-
ings of $787.00.

“The Lord continues to bless
His work in Waynesboro. The
two families we have are very
faithful to the Mission Church.
Concerning one family, consist-
ing of 4, that were awaiting bap-

tism, this particular family had
to move back to Lucedale. Un-
less something changes, we will
not be able to add this family to
our congregation. In addition to
our members, we have a few
others who are very faithful to
visit from Waynesboro. We have
on average an attendance of 15-
20 people at the time. The mem-
bers of the mission church de-
cided that since we are not able
at the present to have mid-week
services, and since it is not too
terribly far to drive, that they
would come and meet with
Canaan Missionary Baptist
Church on Wednesday. This was
a great blessing as it will pro-
vide a meet and greet between
the two congregations. There is
one young boy (brother of the
boy we recently baptized) who
the Lord is dealing with. Pray
for him that he will come to a
saving knowledge of Christ. We
are beginning to try and func-
tion, as much as scripturally
and practically possible, as a
New Testament Church. Previ-
ously we had a Bible Study/
Revival meeting planned for the
last week of June. We had to
reschedule that meeting for the
last Week in August. I am cur-
rently having flyers printed that
we will be using going door to
door witnessing, inviting people
to church and upcoming Revival.
Very soon I will be bringing the
Youth group from Canaan Bap-
tist Church (Mother Church)
over to help with visitation. I
continue to make weekly visits
into the community. Please as-
sist us in your prayers! We could
also use works funds. “Ye also
helping together by prayer for
us, that for the gift bestowed
upon us by the means of many
persons thanks may be given by
the many on our behalf” 2nd
Cor. 1:11. May God bless each
church and individual who has
supported us prayerfully and
financially. The members of
Canaan Baptist Mission are
truly grateful! If you have any

questions, please feel free to call
me. -  Bro. Jason Howard (601)
394-8723 /
jasonowenshoward@gmail.com”

Salt Light Baptist Mission,
Waveland – (Campground
Baptist Church, Mother
Church)

In May, Bro. Williams re-
ported a high attendance of 16,
a membership of 8, and offer-
ings of $1,207.00.  In June, Bro.
Williams reported a high atten-
dance of 24, a membership of 9,
and offerings of $1,874.00.

“Salt Light Baptist Mission
has moved into our sanctuary
for worship on Sunday now.

We've been having visitors ev-
ery week. Some are coming regu-
larly and praying about joining
us to plant a Church. Also, I've
had the opportunity to go to a
couple of vacation Bible schools
in the past couple of weeks to
plant some Mission Seeds! Sev-
eral are taking up offerings all
week to give towards the Mis-
sion.  We're so thankful for the
support and help we receive from
the BMAM. We couldn't do it
without your help. God bless!” –
Bro. Johnny Williams, Mission-
ary Pastor

Midway Baptist Mission,
Batesville – (First Baptist
Mantachie, Mother Church)

In May, Bro. Pollock reported
a high attendance of 11, a mem-
bership of 9, and offerings of
$1,021.00.  In June, Bro. Pollock
reported a high attendance of
12, a membership of 10, and
offerings of $1,548.00.

“The congregation at Midway
Baptist Mission is very pleased
to report the acceptance of a
new member. In our last report,
it was noted that four first-time
visitors had been present for
services, and one of those had
attended multiple times. That
one, Melvin Tramel, asked for
membership and was accepted
on statement by our Mission
and by our Mother Church, FBC
Mantachie. Melvin said: “I be-
lieve I have finally found a

Missionary Pastor Johnny Williams,
preaching his first sermon in the newly
remodeled sanctuary of Salt Light
Baptist Mission in Waveland

Salt Light Baptist Mission in Waveland, meeting in their newly remodeled
sanctuary

continued on page 3
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Announcing the 2019
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August 19, 20, 21, 2019
7:00 PM each night

Southeastern Baptist College Campus
4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi

601-426-6346

Dr. Charley Holmes

Lecture Topics
August 19 - History of Associations
August 20 - The Doctrine of Scriptural Sufficiency and Associations
August 21 - Biblical Foundations for Associational Functions

church home.” The church
where he previously had mem-
bership disband several years
ago and he had not found a place
where he desired to place mem-
bership. Melvin is faithful in
attendance and usually brings
others with him to the services.
One of those who attended re-
cently with him said of Midway:
“I just love this little church; it
just feels like home.” With new
members and visitors display-
ing such enthusiasm and confi-
dence in the work, we are con-
vinced that God is going to bless
us with continued growth; spiri-
tually and numerically. God is
good! To Him be all glory and
honor!” – Dr. Kenneth Pollock,
Missionary Pastor

Bro. Ed DuVall, Pastor of Homestrech
Baptist in Cleveland, baptizing a new
believer.
New Member class of four dur-
ing Sunday School hours. On
Wednesday night we have be-
gun a young adult behavior

management addiction for 8
adults. We are collaborating
with Bro. Beau Como, Pastor of
Mt. Calvary in Picayune, MS,
and his family to do a VBS on
the 26-27 of July. Delta State
has a young Baptist Student
Union Director and I will be
collaborating with him to reach
the African American students
this year. This year is looking
very promising as I shift my
emphasis to reaching the
younger generation.”

Homestretch reported a high
attendance, in May of 28, a mem-
bership of 33, and offerings of
$2,639.00. In June, Homestretch
reported a high attendance of
22, a membership of 33, and
offerings of $2,784.00.

have a few different families that
we met at VBS who are now part
of the mission. It’s our prayer
that we could not only meet new
people but also see souls saved.
What a privilege we have to
share the gospel and minister to
these children. I ask that you
would continue to pray for us.
We are so thankful of your sup-
port. We could not do the minis-
try that we do without you.” -
Bro. Wesley Martin, Mission-
ary Pastor

African American Missions –
Bro. Ed DuVall, Coordinator

“Homestretch Baptist
Church in Cleveland has had
two baptism during the month
of May and June. We started a

Redemption Baptist Mission,
Diamondhead - (Campground
Baptist Church, Mother
Church)

In May, Bro. Martin reported
a high attendance of 42, a mem-
bership of 27, and offerings of
$2,491.00.  In June, Bro. Martin
reported a high attendance of
41, a membership of 27, and
offerings of $5,563.00.

“We are so thankful for the
blessings of God. Our building
project is coming along nicely.
The major construction is now
finished, and the interior is com-
ing together. Hopefully we will
be able to move into the build-
ing soon. We are looking for-
ward to it. Our VBS will be start-
ing on the 22nd. We look for-
ward to VBS each year. It is a
great outreach event for us. We

Missions Report
from page 2

Canadian and Haitian Mission Report
by Mike Poirier

We are excited to see new visitors coming to the church with a
goal in mind to know more about Christ and the way they should
live. It's exciting to see that there are still people who are seeking
the Savior and trying to make a difference in the lives of the people
around them. These days we have new visitors from Africa, with
the interest to learn more through home Bible study. An 86 years
old man is on stand-by for baptism due to health difficulties.

Like some of you, our home was flooded because of the river that
overflowed, we got 5 feet of water in our house, but our God is there
to help us through this valley.

Haitian Work
Life in Haiti is not easy at this time. Our people are suffering

because the food is expensive, gas
price is up and makes it difficult
for those who make a living as a
taxi driver. In the work of the
Lord, opposition and encounter
with voodooism is a constant
battle. One of our pastors (Kedy)
has conflict on regular bases with
demon activity outside the
church. We require your prayer
for the church in Onaville. For the work of Segur people who are
afraid to go to church because of the bandits that are looking to
make a quick buck by stealing from the people.

One of our pastors (Romiche) was stopped by two thieves armed
with guns demanding his phone, wallet, and all that he had. One
man was going to shoot because Romiche recognized one of the
men, but by the grace of God they changed their mind and went
their way. It is getting harder for the people to get food and I know
they depend on outsiders to provide food for them. I can still hear
the cry of the people at the door at midnight crying for food and
water.

Thank you for all you have done to help the situation in Haiti
and allowing us to be a part of this ministry. Without your help
these people don’t have a chance. We cannot help everyone, but at
lease we can make a difference in someone’s life.

May God bless you as you give to the need of Haiti and keep
praying for peace in the country and for our new work in Saint
Nicolas Quebec Canada.

For the cause of Christ, Jer 33:3
Michel and Ruth Poirier
tel.  418 209-3710
ostervald@axion.ca

Whoso stoppeth his ears at the cry of the poor, he also
shall cry himself, but shall not be heard.  Prov 21:13

Michel and Ruth Poirier
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1. Use a bulletin board in an obvious location
2. Arrange items in the SBC packet as indicated above or similar
3. Explain to congregatoin how to utilize the envelopes
4. Collect envelopes throughout the month of July and August
5. Tally collection and send to SBC the beginning of September

How to set up
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Special Emphasis Packets Readied for MailChurch seeking Full-time Association & Youth Pastor
First Baptist Church of Bay Springs, Mississippi, is looking and

praying for an individual to be a dynamic youth and children’s pastor
while also serving as associate pastor. Duties will include teaching
youth on Wednesday nights, organizing youth and children’s events
throughout the year, as well as taking the kids to camps for each age
group in the summer & VBS oversight and involvement.

The position also will include  involvement in the kid’s lives by
attending extracurricular school activities and functions & extra-
church activities in which the youth are involved.  Associate Pastoral
duties will include virtually any duty performed by the pastor as needed
(i.e. hospital visits, giving sermon in pulpit, etc.).

Please contact Gabe McNeil at 601–670–6374 via phone call or text
message, or email at Gabe@mcneilcabinets.com.

West Point Church seeks pastor
Lone Oak Baptist Church in West Point, Mississippi, is seeking a full-

time pastor. Anyone feeling led should send their resume' to Joe Arick,
P.O. Box 1097, West Point ,MS 39773, or email
joe@ahelectricalhvac.com. He may also be contacted at 662-574-
5391.

Kansas Church Seeks Pastor
First Baptist Church in Galena, Kansas, is seeking a Senior Pastor.

Resumes should be sent to the email address listed here: Attn: Cliff
McQuillen at fbcgalena@gmail.com.

Fulton Church Seeks pastor
Hopewell Baptist Church of Fulton, Mississippi, is looking for pastor.

Send resumes to Johnny Mann, 750 Chester Shumpert Road,  Fulton,
MS 38843 or email jrmann1951@yahoo.com.

Church Positions

Listing of names does not indicate
endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

David Clark
Bro. David Clark, of Laurel, is

available for service. He is a mem-
ber of Parkview Baptist Church in
Laurel and may be reached at
601-426-6896.

Sharon Baptist Church
Celebrates 130 Years

Sharon Baptist Church, Lau-
rel, Mississippi, will be celebrat-
ing 130 years of ministry on
July 28, 2019. Dr. Aaron Parker
will bring the morning message
at 10:30 a.m. We will have lunch
at the church and Bro. Dan
Louman will bring an afternoon
message at 1:00 p.m.

We invite all to come and
share in this time with us.

cial hair and a guy shows up
unshaven? What if he gets
caught drinking? Do we hold
him accountable? Or do we
change the rules to fit him? Do
we widen home plate? "

The chuckles gradually faded
as four thousand coaches grew
quiet, the fog lifting as the old
coach’s message began to un-
fold. He turned the plate toward
himself and, using a Sharpie,
began to draw something. When
he turned it toward the crowd,
point up, a house was revealed,
complete with a freshly drawn
door and two windows. “This is
the problem in our homes today.
With our marriages, with the
way we parent our kids. With
our discipline.

We don’t teach accountabil-
ity to our kids, and there is no
consequence for failing to meet
standards. We just widen the
plate!”

Pause. Then, to the point at
the top of the house he added a
small American flag. “This is
the problem in our schools to-
day. The quality of our educa-
tion is going downhill fast and
teachers have been stripped of
the tools they need to be suc-
cessful, and to educate and dis-
cipline our young people. We
are allowing others to widen
home plate! Where is that get-

ting us?”
Silence. He replaced the flag

with a Cross. “And this is the
problem in the Church, where
powerful people in positions of
authority have taken advantage
of young children, only to have
such an atrocity swept under
the rug for years. Our church
leaders are widening home plate
for themselves! And we allow
it.”

“And the same is true with
our government. Our so-called
representatives make rules for
us that don’t apply to them-
selves. They take bribes from
lobbyists and foreign countries.
They no longer serve us. And we
allow them to widen home plate!
We see our country falling into
a dark abyss while we just
watch.”

I was amazed. At a baseball
convention where I expected to
learn something about curve
balls and bunting and how to
run better practices, I had
learned something far more
valuable.

From an old man with home
plate strung around his neck, I
had learned something about
life, about myself, about my own
weaknesses and about my re-
sponsibilities as a leader. I had
to hold myself and others ac-
countable to that which I knew

to be right, lest our families, our
faith, and our society continue
down an undesirable path.

“If I am lucky,” Coach Scolinos
concluded, “you will remember
one thing from this old coach
today. It is this: "If we fail to
hold ourselves to a higher stan-
dard, a standard of what we
know to be right; if we fail to

hold our spouses and our chil-
dren to the same standards, if
we are unwilling or unable to
provide a consequence when
they do not meet the standard;
and if our schools & churches &
our government fail to hold
themselves accountable to those
they serve, there is but one thing
to look forward to …”

With that, he held home plate
in front of his chest, turned it
around, and revealed its dark

black backside, “…We have dark
days ahead!.”

Note: Coach Scolinos died in
2009 at the age of 91, but not
before touching the lives of hun-
dreds of players and coaches,
including mine. Meeting him at
my first ABCA convention kept
me returning year after year,
looking for similar wisdom and
inspiration from other coaches.
He is the best clinic speaker the
ABCA has ever known because
he was so much more than a
baseball coach. His message was
clear: “Coaches, keep your play-
ers—no matter how good they
are—your own children, your
churches, your government, and
most of all, keep yourself at sev-

enteen inches."
And this my friends is what

our country has become and
what is wrong with it today, and
now go out there and fix it!

"Don't widen the plate."

17 Inches life lesson
from front page
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Southeastern Baptist College

Serving Christ With A Biblical World View  In A Christian Atmosphere

Dr. Scott Carson
President

SBC Professor and Staff Highlight
From Student to

Alumni Association Chairman
by Corbey Jones

Alumni Association Chairman
Next month, 40 years ago, I arrived on the campus of Southeastern

Baptist College with my Mercury Monarch loaded down with all the
necessities my mom thought I would need and a
few things I bought for myself. I spent the next six
years trying to pursuing a degree, with a two-year
hiatus pastoring in Lufkin, Texas. In my first
semester, I made the Dean’s List and the President’s
List in the second semester. Then in the fall of
1980, I met Cindy Ann Smith, daughter of Brother
Arthur and Shirlene Smith, and my grades took a
nose-dive for a while. My attention was diverted,
but it was worth it. We have been married 38 years
this month. After pastoring in Texas, I got myself

back on track and graduated with a degree from Southeastern Baptist
College in 1986.

The professors at SBC were knowledgeable and helpful, but mostly
I found them to be Godly men and women and full of wisdom. I sat
under the teachings of such names as Savell, Murphy, Wilson, Bond,
Lott, Walker and Mills and later Keller, Hoshaw, and Adams. I thank the
Lord for the privilege to have learned from them in word and by their
example. I spent the first couple of years traveling
with “Cornerstone”, the college ensemble. I was
there to sing bass, but actually I think Ms. Lanell
just needed me along to do the preaching when
we visited churches. I truly cherish my time at SBC
where I made lifetime friendships, met my soul-
mate, and began my ministry in earnest.

Over the past three years, I have had the joy of
standing on the other side of the lectern in those
same classrooms teaching a new generation of
students. The biggest difference is that many of
the classes I teach are through a computer, which
in 1979 was like something out of “Star Trek”.

Also, in their wisdom (or lack thereof), my colleagues and peers
have selected me to try to generate excitement among the Alumni of
this great institution. If you can number yourself among us, we’d like
to hear from you. Get in touch, write or email us. Decide now that you
will pray for the college and support SBC the way most Alumni do for
their beloved institutions across this land, who, in my opinion, have a
far less important mission than does this school. Ask God about what
you should give and then make a monthly commitment. You can give
the old fashioned way by “snail mail”, or you can be set up a monthly
automatic draft from your bank account. However the Lord leads you,
I ask you to consider making that commitment today.

Decide now
that you will
pray for the
college and

support SBC
the way most
Alumni do for
their beloved

institutions

Corbey Jones

President’s Perspective
“And he said, Come. And

when Peter was come down out
of the ship, he walked on the
water, to go to Jesus. But when
he saw the wind boisterous, he
was afraid; and beginning to
sink, he cried, saying, Lord, save
me. And immediately Jesus
stretched forth his hand, and
caught him, and said unto him,
O thou of little faith, wherefore
didst thou doubt?” Matthew
14:29-31

I didn’t serve in the Navy,
and I never had the opportunity
to be at sea on one of their
ships…. Or any other ship, in-
cluding those the Army has (Yes,
they do have them!). The Navy
does, however, have a saluta-
tion they give to fellow sailors.
It is, “Fair sailing and following
seas”.  This saying communi-
cates a blessing upon the future
activities of another sailor.

I was recently reading my
morning devotional in Acts 27
where Paul appeals to Caesar
for the accusations the Jewish
religious leaders were making
against him. Paul was then sent
by boat on a journey to Rome.
However, along the way they
sailed into bad weather, the ship
hit a sandbar and was destroyed
by the surf. But all aboard the
ship made it to shore safely.

Though I would gladly accept
the sailor’s blessing, in reality it
is not all smooth sailing here at
Southeastern Baptist College.
We clearly sense the hand of
God upon this school. His will
for the success and positive
growth for this institution is
evident every single day! But
that doesn’t mean there are no
challenges. There are many! For
every blessing
the Lord be-
stows upon
SBC, there are
c h a l l e n g e s
that go with
the blessings.
There are ad-
justments to
be made,
there are legal
matters to meet, there are in-
frastructure issues to address,
and, of course, there are mon-
etary developments that were
not anticipated. But God con-
tinues to lead us forward! He
never promised His leading
would be with “fair sailing and
following seas”, but rather He
has promised that He would al-
ways lead us through the rough
waters of this life.

Like Peter who stepped out
on faith onto the angry Sea of
Galilee at the invitation of His
Savior, we must keep our eyes

on Jesus. Our faith must not
waiver. We must not be dis-
tracted by the waves about us or
we shall surely begin to sink.

The staff and I strongly sense
that the Lord has something
really big in the future of SBC.
He has set a course for us into a
promised but unknown future.
All indications are that His
blessings are upon us even as
we must make course correc-
tions and avoid the sandbars
that come out of nowhere. With
each obstacle we come upon, we
pray for wisdom to navigate
through or around the chal-
lenge. And, each time, the Lord
answers our prayers. With God’s
help, we are making significant
progress for the future ministry
of SBC.

Please keep the staff of SBC
in your prayers and as the Lord
moves you, you can help SBC
meet our financial goals. Our
Special Emphasis months run
between July 1 and August 31.
We have a new campaign titled,
“Clear the Wall”. Each BMA of
Mississippi church and other
supporting churches, will soon
receive a packet (they are in the
mail!) containing a Bullseye
Poster, a “Clear the Wall” Ban-
ner, and 100 numbered enve-
lopes. The Bullseye Poster
shows several major projects

Fall Pre-registration
Register NOW for the Fall

Semester! Classes begin August
12. We offer in-classroom and
online courses in Bible, Minis-
try, Business and General Edu-
cation. You can work toward a
two-year Associates of Arts de-
gree or a four-year Bachelor of
Arts degree. Transfer of com-
patible credits are welcomed. We
remain one of the most inexpen-
sive accredited colleges in the
nation! Contact Admissions Of-
fice at 601-426-6346.

Danny Pitts Lecture Series
Southeastern Baptist College

will host the Danny Pitts Lec-
ture Series with Dr. Charley
Holmes, President of the Bap-
tist Missionary Association
Theological Seminary, as guest
speaker to be held on the cam-
pus of the college. Mark your
calendars for August 19-21. The
program will begin at 7 p.m.
each evening. See the adjacent
flyer.

and the cost for each one.
These projects will help you

understand where your dona-
tion is going. Each envelope has
a single number on it ranging
from 1 to 100. Your church mem-
bers are encouraged to take one
or more envelopes from the bul-
letin board where the poster and
banner are located in your
church and place into the enve-
lope, the dollar amount as indi-
cated on the outside. For in-
stance, a person may take the
number “86” envelope and place
$86 inside (cash or check). An-
other person may select the
number “18” and that person
would put into the envelope, $18

and return it to the church as
their donation to SBC for our
Special Emphasis campaign.

The goal is to “Clear the Wall”
of all envelopes, fill all the enve-
lopes with the amount indicated
on each and at the end of the
Special Emphasis months, the
church would send the much
needed donation to SBC. Please
note the picture that illustrates
how to set up the “Clear the
Wall” fund raising campaign on
the churches bulletin board.

May God bless you for your
support!

Equipping the Saints!
Dr. Carson

SBC Choir
We are blessed to have Krista

McKenzie as the Director of our
newly formed SBC Choir. Krista
has recruited fifteen local stu-
dents who will register for the
Fall Semester. Does your church
or ministry want to host the
SBC Choir? Now is the time to
reserve dates for their perfor-
mance. Hurry, we anticipate
their schedule to fill up quickly.
Contact Krista at 601-426-6346.
Please note the professor high-
light that features Krista and
her vision for the Choir.

A Golden Opportunity!
SBC possesses the Gold

Award level as a military
friendly college! Have you
served in America’s armed
forces? Then you probably have
Veterans Administration tu-
ition benefits that you can use
toward a free education right
here at SBC. I urge you to con-
tact your local VA representa-
tive for an evaluation of your
benefits. You earned them! SBC
has numerous students receiv-
ing VA assistance for both online
and in-classroom tuition.

Above - Jimmy Price and Sean Piper working on
the renovation of the cafeteria. Thank you WMA
for taking this effort on as your state-wide project!
Left - Dr. Carson has acquired a new skill of laying
tile as work progresses on improvements to the
women’s dormitory.
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Master’s Builders Help Texas Church
by Nelda Malone

On June 17th, The Master's Builders arrived at First Baptist
Church, New Caney, Texas, to help with replacing damaged shee
trock throughout their church plant. Flooding had occurred in the
area and this resulted in damage to the lower 2 feet of sheet rock
in all the rooms. The sanctuary, fellowship hall, and all the rooms
in the educational building had flood damage. Most of the damaged
sheet rock had already been removed and The Master's Builders
were asked to come and put up the new.

This was our last job of the Spring and now we have time to rest
and look forward to the Fall. On Labor Day we plan to be in
Smithville, Arkansas, at Stoneridge Camp to begin work. Please
continue to pray for The Master's Builders as they travel and work
for the Lord.

If you have questions about The Master's Builders or if your
church has building needs, contact our Office Coordinator, Bro.
John Mangum at 318-202-5155 or cell 318-607-4100; or Field
Coordinator, Eddie Sikes at 903-725-6549 or 479-462-1675 cell.

Like us on Facebook at "The Master's Builders".

Annual Galilean Camp Report
by Larry Tramel

The Mississippi Galileans were well represented at the 2019
camp at Stoneridge Baptist Camp. These young men are the future
leaders of our work and they are getting a solid foundation with
Galileans.

Mississippi  had 3 young men finish the Galilean program. They
are now ambassadors for Christ. Ambassadors are sent forth to
proclaim the Gospel. These young men are Issac Hinton of Laurel,
Mississippi. He attends Big Creek Baptist Church. His Galilean
leader is Bro. Roger Jefcoat.  Breadon Martin and Maverick
Hendricks of Fulton, Mississippi. They attend Bethel Baptist
Church in Fulton and their Galilean leader is Larry Tramel. If you
see these young men please congratulate them for all their hard
work .

Mississippi also had some national officers this year. Madddox
Hendricks was elected First Vice-president. Charlie Martin won
the National Mr. Junior Galilean.

The Galilean Program is the best discipleship program for
young men that we have. If any men want to invest time in the
young men In your church please consider Galileans. My email is
stonwall@yahoo.com.

2 Peter 2.1 But there were false
prophets also among the people,
even as there shall be false
teachers among you, who priv-
ily shall bring in damnable her-
esies, even denying the Lord
that bought them, and bring
upon themselves swift destruc-
tion. 

Certainly in some Christian
congregations today there are
false prophets who are secretly
bringing in destructive heresies.
Let’s be clear about heresy.  It is
anything that is contradictory
to the Spirit of Jesus. The last
book of the New Testament
(written by the Apostle John)
tells us to hold firmly to the
testimony of Jesus. “..worship
God, for the testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy. (Rev-
elation 19.10) Those who deny
any part of His birth, life, teach-
ings, miracles, death, burial, and
resurrection are the false teach-
ers Simon Peter is speaking
about in this passage.

The Apostle Paul joins (2
Corinthians 12.11-15) his fel-

peace. Spots and blemishes in
the Old Testament usually re-
fer to a sacrifice that was not
perfect.  Something was wrong
with it.

In the preceding chapter
(2.13) Simon refers to the false
teachers who were spots and
blemishes in the congregations.
Jesus is just the opposite of the
false teachers. He was the per-
fect Lamb of God without spot
or blemish that was an accept-
able sacrifice to God for our sins
(1Peter 1.19). The Lord wants
His Church to be without spot
and blemish (Ephesians 5.27)
like a pure bride anticipating
her husband.

It might seem the day of His
appearance is not forthcoming.
It is easy to be lulled to putting
less effort into our Christian
living. Not so! This admonition
is to “make every effort” to live
the kind of life Christ desires for
us. This might be stated: “Make
haste to give every effort to be
found without spot or blem-
ish…”

Dear Reader, here are our
marching orders.

Dr. Tony Cleaver is a retired
U.S. Army Chaplain and Direc-
tor of Distance Learning for
BMA Seminary.

You may contact him at
jstmcleaver@embarqmail.com.

Scripture Thoughts by Tony Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

low Apostles to say Satan dis-
guises himself as an angel of
light.  It is no surprise that his
servants disguise themselves as
servants of righteousness. So
here are three
Apostles who are
writing about the
same thing that
Jesus warned re-
garding false
teachers (Mat-
thew 7.15) com-
ing to you as rav-
aging wolves disguised in
sheep’s clothing.

Ask this of the false prophet:
“Who is Jesus? What do the
Scriptures say of Jesus?” The
response of the false prophet
will be other than what is found
in the Scriptures. Run away
from the false teacher.  Remove
those who are false teachers
from your congregation!

2 Peter 3.14 Wherefore, beloved,
seeing that ye look for such
things, be diligent that ye may
be found of him in peace, with-
out spot, and blameless. 

As believers wait for the ap-
pearance of Christ, we are to
order our lives to be without
spot or blemish. That kind of life
direction will place us in His

A Sobering
Thought

Max Jukes lived in New York.
He didn't believe in Christian-
ity and especially in Christian
training, refused to take his chil-
dren to church even when they
asked to go. He has had 1,026
descendants. 300 were sent to
prison for an average term of 13
years. 190 were public prosti-
tutes. 680 were admitted alco-
holics. His family thus far has
cost the state $4,200,000. They
made no contribution to society.

Jonathan Edwards lived in
the same state at the same time.
He loved the Lord and saw his
children were in church each
Sunday as he served the Lord to
the best of his ability. He has
929 descendants. Of these 430
were ministers, 86 became uni-
versity professors and 13 be-
came university presidents. 75
authored good books. 5 were
elected to the United States
Congress and 2 to the Senate.
One was Vice-president of this
nation. His family never cost
the state one dollar, but has
contributed immeasurably to
the life of plenty you and I lead
today.

What will you pass on to this
succeeding generation? Will it
be an asset or a liability to the
nation? Will you rally to the
cause of Christ and set an ex-
ample for your home?

-Selected
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Teresa Windham retires after 30 years
of state service

On a personal note, this editor noticed this news item concern-
ing a dedicated member of Shiloh Church, Mt. Olive.

Teresa Windham of Magee recently announced her retirement
after 30 years of
service to the State
of Mississippi. For
the past nine
years, Windham, a
graduate of The
University of
Southern Missis-
sippi, has served as
director of nursing
for Boswell Re-
gional Center.

Teresa is a mem-
ber of Shiloh Bap-
tist Church where
she serves as song
leader. This editor met her and her family when I served as interim
pastor in 1984. Congratulations on a successful career and may the
Lord bless your “retirement”.

“We don’t teach accountability to our kids, and there
is no consequence for failing to meet standards. We
just widen the plate!”

Loneliness can be cruel. Lone-
liness hurts. Loneliness needs
to be dealt with...

Don’t wait to view this from
the ‘other side’.

The following article is di-
rected to both our older and
younger readers. The older ones

cially isolated may have less
cognitive stimulation and more
difficulty staying active or tak-
ing their medications. In some
cases, social isolation may mean
there is no one on hand to help

in case of a medical emergency.”
The report noted that people

over 60 now are 22 percent of
the U.S. population, about 73
million, a share that is expected
to rise to 26 percent by 2030.

It said that time alone is
linked closely to living arrange-
ments: Those who live alone
spend more time alone. In fact,
older adults who live alone spent
about 10.5 hours alone each day,
twice that of those who live with
a spouse.

And the older a person is, the
more time spent alone.

“People in their 60s report six

hours and 32 minutes of alone
time, compared with seven
hours and 28 minutes for people
in their 70s and seven hours
and 47 minutes for people ages
80 and older. These age differ-

ences are due in part to the fact
that that older people are far
less likely to live with a spouse
or cohabiting partner – 64 per-
cent of those in their 60s do,
compared with 59 percent of
those in their 70s and 36 per-
cent of those 80 and older.”

Older women spend more
time alone than older men,
which may be explained by the
fact that older women “are more
likely than men to be involved
in activities outside the home
such as going to church or vol-
unteering.”

“Differences in time spent

alone also emerge across educa-
tional levels,” the Pew report
said. “People ages 60 and older
who have a high school diploma
or less education spend, on av-
erage, seven hours and 18 min-

utes a day alone – about 45 more
minutes than their counterparts
with a bachelor’s degree. These
patterns reflect in part the fact
that less educated people are
less likely to be married and
living with a spouse than their
more educated counterparts.”

The report said, “About half
(51 percent) of adults ages 60
and older with a high school
diploma are living with a spouse,
compared with 59 percent of
those with some college educa-
tion or an associate degree and
67 percent of those with a
bachelor’s degree.”

A View From The Other Side
from front page

should do all they can to remain
active....the younger readers
should consider the older and
make sure they are ministered
to.

Church groups would do well
to minister to those who are
isolated....

Pew: Older adults
alone half their waking hours

Older adults
across America on
average spend
more than half of
their waking
hours alone, ac-
cording to a new
report from Pew
Research, and
that could be
linked to “nega-
tive health out-
comes.”

The organization analyzed
data from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics.

“Americans ages 60 and older
are alone for more than half of
their daily measured time –
which includes all waking hours
except those spent engaged in
personal activities such as
grooming. All told, this amounts
to about seven hours a day; and
among those who live by them-
selves, alone time rises to over
10 hours a day,” Pew said.

People in their 40s and 50s
“spend about 4 hours and 45
minutes alone, and those
younger than 40 spend about

three and a half hours a day
alone, on average.”

Some older Americans, about
one in seven, say they are alone
all their daily measured time,
Pew reported.

“While time spent alone is
not necessarily associated with
adverse effects, it can be used as
a measure of social isolation,
which in turn is linked with
negative health outcomes
among older adults,” the report
said.

“Medical experts suspect that
lifestyle factors may explain
some of this association – for
instance, someone who is so-

Honour thy father and thy mother, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee;
that thy days may be prolonged, and that it may go well with thee, in the land

which the LORD thy God giveth thee. Deut. 5:16 

Jeremiah, Abigail, Ezra & Ethan Shetti

Investing In India
from BMA of America Missions

by Jeremiah Shetti,
BMA Missionary in India

I come from a Christian fam-
ily; both of my parents are Chris-
tians. My father is the first
Christian in his family. He is
still the only Christian in his
family, and he comes from a
strong Hindu Brahmin family.
My mother’s family was Chris-
tian. My mother’s father was an
elder in his church, but some of
the people from my mother’s
family are still Hindu. My fa-
ther worked for World Vision,
and my mother was a teacher in
public school, but they are both
retired now.

My wife, Abigail, is a new
convert; she comes from a Hindu
family. She and her elder sister
are the only Christians in her
family. She got saved at the age
of 17 after her elder sister led
her to Christ. Presently, she is
helping me with the mission
work, but has less time nowa-
days since both of my boys are
young. I have two sons: the el-
der is Ezra, and he is 9 years old.
The younger is Ethan, who is 8
years old.

When I was born, I was a
premature baby and was only
three pounds. The doctors were
not sure if I would live, but my
parents believed that I lived only
because of the prayers of my
parents and friends. That is one
reason they are so happy to see
me in ministry. I was saved at
the age of 14 at a youth camp

organized by Youth for Christ.
Later I slid back, and at the age
of 20 I rededicated my life to
Christ. I completed my
bachelor’s degree in Commerce
and started working
in a finance company.
After that, I worked
for a credit card com-
pany, but I was never
happy with my life.

I was active in
youth ministry at
church and worked as
a volunteer with
Youth for Christ. Still,
I always thought
there was something
missing in my life, but I never
wanted to get into full time min-
istry. While I was working for
the credit card company, I met
(BMA pastor) Bro. Pradeep
Borde.

We started meeting with each
other, and that’s when I real-
ized that God was calling me to
full time ministry.

I resisted at first, but Bro.
Pradeep and my dad convinced
me to go to (BMA) seminary in
Jacksonville, Texas. I was al-
ways was good at teaching and
mentoring. I knew that I had
this special gift because I truly
love people, but I really
struggled with the fact that I
will have to be a pastor or be in
full time ministry all my life. I
prayed numerous times a day

and often would cry, just to con-
vince God that I did not want to
be in full time ministry. But
God never left me alone. The
Holy Spirit helped me realize
that I would find peace and sat-
isfaction only when I surren-
dered to ministry. The day I
surrendered to ministry in my
prayers, I was at peace and felt
an amazing satisfaction in my

heart.
A few months later, I had to

go for an interview for my VISA.
The day before going to the in-
terview, I prayed to God once
again. I prayed to him that, “if it
is not your will for me to go to
the U.S.A. and study, please God
let my VISA application be re-
jected.” The next day, so many
VISAs were rejected. I even saw
a few people coming out of the
Embassy crying with disap-
pointment. To my surprise,
though, my VISA application
was approved immediately. This
experience convinced me even
more that God was with me, and
that I need to follow his will all
my life. When I went to the
seminary studies, I was certain

continued on page 8
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Baptist Missionary
Association of Mississippi
www.bmaofmississippi.com

DEPARTMENTS & COMMISSIONS

Mississippi Ba ptist Paper
P.O. Box 8181, Laurel, MS 39441

601-426-3293

Southeastern Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
601-426-6346

State Youth Department
4226 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
662-397-6832

Baptist Children's Home
118 Lowe Rd., Laurel, MS 39443

601-426-3928

Missions & Revolving Loan
Fund

4226 Highway 15 North
 Laurel, MS 39440

601-428-8616

Commission on Senior Adults
4226 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
601-729-2613

History & Archives Commis-
sion

4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, MS 39440

601-729-8098

Moral Action
P.O. Box 88, Mantachie, MS

38855
662-282-7425

that God wanted me to do mis-
sions and work with people.

After completing my Master
of Arts in Religion, I returned to
India.

The first few months I was
praying and de-
ciding on where I
wanted to start.
Then I started
working in an
area called
Kasarwadi in my
home town of
Pune. We started
with four mem-
bers meeting ev-
ery Thursday. I
worked, and still
am working, in this area. Within
one year we had more than 20
members coming regularly. The
first time we had baptisms, we
baptized eight people. It is amaz-
ing how God helped me reach so
many people. I am not a very
outgoing person, but God really
helped in giving me the courage
to reach out to people. We started
growing in numbers since then,
and today we have had more

than 40 baptisms in that area.
We also have a fully functional
church. At present I am not
pastoring it, but we have ap-
pointed a pastor named Steven
Pagi. He is taking good care of

the church.
After a couple of years, I vis-

ited the District of Osmanabad
and saw that there was no mis-
sion work over there. There was
no Christian organization or any
church doing evangelism or
church planting. I truly believed
that God wanted me to reach
out to these people who have
never heard the gospel. The Dis-
trict of Osmanabad is very ru-

ral. It has less opportunities,
and is basically a farming re-
gion, which makes it very poor.
Most of the people belong to the
Dalit caste. During this time is
when I started working in a vil-
lage called Terrgaon. Today, we
have more than 50 adult mem-
bers and about 70 kids regu-
larly attending Sunday school
and church services in this vil-
lage. We have started work in
eight villages of Osmanabad. At
present, we have work in and
around Pune, and we are work-
ing more in Pune.

Presently, we are concentrat-
ing on working in the Pune dis-
trict.

There is a great migration
going on in India. Almost all the
people are moving to cities from
villages. This is one reason most
churches in the rural areas are
dying or are on the verge of
dying. This is the reason why
we have shifted our focus of work
in the city of Pune. If we must
reach more people, we will have
to work in the cities.

I feel that working in the cit-
ies has lot more challenges.
Some of the challenges are that
people have less time, they are
always on the run, they are more
materialistic and less concerned
about their soul, they have more
financial resources, churches
need bigger and better church
buildings to grow, etc. The cur-
rent population of Pune is close
3.5 million. I am convinced that

there is a great need, and it is
God’s will that we reach the
millions of lost people that live
in Pune.

We are working hard on get-
ting a new project started in
Pune.

We are working on building a
facility which will have two
churches: one will be a Marathi
speaking church (the local lan-
guage over here), and the other
will be an English speaking
church. This facility will also
have a day care center for kids of
the community and an English
Bible college of Associated Level.
The Bible college will be a part
time college so that the students
can also study and work bi-vo-
cationally. The day care center
gives us an opportunity to reach
people directly, and the Bible
college gives us an opportunity
to train more people who will
reach more people.

This facility will also have a
parsonage and eight rooms for
Christian students who come
from villages for their educa-
tion or work in Pune. I believe

we will reach a lot more people
and plant many churches with
the help of the Bible college and
this facility. We will need a big

loan and finan-
cial support to
get this project
started, but I am
sure that God
will provide.
This is probably
the most impor-
tant prayer re-
quest of the min-
istry that God

has laid upon my heart.

Verses that changed my Life:
Romans 6:23 For the wages of

sin is death, but the free gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord.

Matthew 22:36-40 “Teacher,
which is the great command-
ment in the Law?” And he said
to him, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with
all your mind. This is the great
and first commandment. And a
second is like it: You shall love
your neighbour as yourself. On
these two commandments de-
pend all the Law and the Proph-
ets.”

Investing In India
from page 7

Dire warning about socialism creeping into Christianity
OneNewsNow.com - A well-known Baptist minister is holding back
no punches while preaching about the dangers of socialism, as leftist
leaders such as Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.) and Rep. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez – not to mention schools – continue to push the failed
political system on Americans.

Former Southern Baptist Conference President Jack Graham – who
currently pastors the 42,000-member Prestonwood Baptist Church in
Plano, Texas – pulled no punches in one of his latest sermons titled,
“Socialism and Capitalism.”

“No one serious about their Christian faith can be serious about
supporting socialism,” Graham argued. “Socialism is totally secular,
and it predicated on atheism. That is a fact.”

He contends that the struggle between Christian and socialist ideals
is a conflict that goes beyond Republican and Democrat partisan
politics, and portrays it as rather a battle between contradicting world
views.

“Socialism is a political and philosophical economic system in which
there is government ownership of the means of production, and the
primary focus [is] on providing equality,” Graham pointed out.

The Baptist leader preached that any socialist system would be a
threat to Christians and their freedoms.

“I'm telling you, at the very core of this philosophy – and yes, this
political economic system – is atheism,” Graham asserted. “You say,
‘Well, that was then. That's old style,’ … It would be a catastrophic
miscalculation to think that socialist hostility towards religion – and
Christianity specifically – has changed in any way since Karl Marx.”

A similar warning is given from Helen Raleigh, who wrote about her
family's persecution under Chinese communism.

“Democratic socialism is a bait-and-switch scam,” Raleigh argued.
“It offers nothing new. It's no different than the socialism that my
great-grandfather experienced. It all begins with great promise – and
it will end with misery.”


