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Ministry Outreach in Philippines

New Feature For

Our Readers

"Senior Source"

On Page 4

Student at computer station

Computer stations ready for ministry work with high school students

Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note: Having recently
visited the Philippines and hav-
ing the opportunity to see the
great need in this Island nation,
it is a joy to hear of new opportu-
nities for ministry. Here is a
report from Bro. Pete Etabag,
Pastor of Tangub Baptist
Church in Bacolad and director
of LifeWord Ministries in the
Philippines.

by Pete Etabag,Director
BMA Philippines LifeWord

Another additional ministry
the Lord has given us in Manara
is a Computer Training Center
for High School students, It came
to me when I was talking to
High School students who are in
our Studio everyday to charge

their cell phones. They said that
they don't have access to com-
puter training like most high
school students in the low land.

Since there is no power in the
mountains, there is no way these
students have access to comput-
ers. It means that they don't
have a chance to become com-

puter literate when they gradu-
ate in this mountain high school.

Since we have electric power
here with our hydroelectric and
solar power, I thought that to
help this students with com-
puter training is a noble minis-
try. I was with their teachers
this week and discussed this
project with them. You can see
the joy in their faces. I asked
them if we can have access in
the school to open a Bible Study
with the children and of course
the response is more than a big
YES! We do this in order to have
access in the lives of these chil-
dren.

The Lord has provided us with
this technology in order to bring
people to His Kingdom. Of

course, I am not the one who will
handle the class. Their com-
puter teachers will bring them
here in the studio to avail of our
facilities. Thank you to all who
have shared in this blessed
project. They don't want to be
mentioned, but just to give the
glory only to God.

We have fixed the outer part
of the studio for the temporary
place of training but somebody,
who don't want to be mentioned,
made it possible to have a build-
ing for the computer and a mu-
sic room which is constructed at
the present. Yes, all glory to
God!

Why growth is harder in a small church—and change is essential
Big churches find it much

easier to incorporate new people
because the bigger the crowd,
the smaller the impact each per-
son has.

The smaller the church, the
harder it is to incorporate new
people.

The same dynamic applies to
older and more established
churches. Here’s why.

Everyone who comes into your
life changes your life.

The fewer people you know,
the greater impact each person

has. And the longer you’ve
known your current friends, the
harder it is for new friends to
find where they fit.

In the same way, everyone
who comes into a church changes
that church.

The smaller the church, the
greater impact each person has.
The longer the church has been
around, the harder it is for new
people to know where they fit.

Welcome People,Welcome People,Welcome People,Welcome People,Welcome People,
Welcome ChangeWelcome ChangeWelcome ChangeWelcome ChangeWelcome Change

This is why small churches
have a reputation for being re-
sistant to change. A reputation
we must change.

It’s in the nature of smaller
groups to find it harder to incor-
porate new people. Unfortu-
nately, some churches make it
harder than it needs to be by
resisting even the smallest

changes that naturally arise
from welcoming new people.

Everyone who comes into our
church will change it a little.

No, we should never change
on foundational theology. But
we need to realize that everyone
who comes into our church will
change it a little.

Every mature believer.
Every nonbeliever.
Every long-time church-goer.
Every wide-eyed seeker.

Mature believ-
ers will change
us in some
ways—maybe
with greater wis-
dom. Seekers
will change us in
other ways—
perhaps to be
more patient
and loving.
But everyone

will change us.

Even Good Change Isn’t EasyEven Good Change Isn’t EasyEven Good Change Isn’t EasyEven Good Change Isn’t EasyEven Good Change Isn’t Easy
Our church learned this a

few years ago when a group of
college students started attend-
ing. They brought new energy,
which everyone welcomed, but
they also brought new ideas,
new songs and new messes,
which not everyone was thrilled
about. And they weren’t con-
tributing enough financially to

pay for the changes (they were
in college, after all).

Plus we knew that, after com-
ing in and upending everything,
they’d be gone in four years with
no guarantee that another group
would take their place.

We were excited by their ar-
rival, but I started noticing some
resistance, so I talked with our
church leadership about it.

Our leaders acknowledged
that the changes weren’t easy,
but we felt they were necessary.
So we talked it through with the
congregation as well. God bless
them, they saw that the value of
having the college students far
outweighed the necessary
changes.

We took the leap and wel-
comed them with open arms.
And we were right. The bless-

continued on page 2
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Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Danny Pitts - President
4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Southeastern
Baptist College

Danny Pitts

Special Emphasis: 

July/August 
Our Church Goal: $_________ 

GOAL REACHED! 

August 28th $_________ 

August 21st $_________ 

August 14th $_________ 

August 7th $_________ 

July 31st  $_________ 

July 24th  $_________ 

July 17th  $_________ 

July 10th  $_________ 

July 3rd  $_________ 

Statewide Goal: $ 15,000 

  

¶¶  # 1 Online Bible College in the # 1 Online Bible College in the 

U.S.U.S.  

¶¶  # 6 Most Affordable Bachelor # 6 Most Affordable Bachelor 

Degree in Religious StudiesDegree in Religious Studies  

Share the SecretShare the SecretShare the SecretShare the SecretShare the Secret
“Southeastern Baptist College is the

best kept secret in Laurel, Mississippi.”
A board member and graduate of SBC
expands the saying to “the best kept
secret in the South.”  Regularly staff
members tell about being questioned
concerning where the college is located
where they work. On some occasions
folks say, “Oh, that preacher’s school.”

We are making some special efforts
to spread the word. Southeastern is the
only institution in Jones County which
offers Bachelor’s Degrees. Our online
degrees are available to students any-
where in the world. Several people have
mentioned that they heard our adver-
tisements on K-LOVE and in other
locations. This summer we have visited
Community and Corporate Leaders to
share who we are and some of the
differences which Southeastern has
made in lives since 1948. Offical Regis-
tration for the new semester will be
from August 8-10.  Help us spread the
word to everyone who does not know the

secret about Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege.

Credit Card ContributionsCredit Card ContributionsCredit Card ContributionsCredit Card ContributionsCredit Card Contributions
Contributions to Southeastern Bap-

tist College may be made by credit card
from our webpage at
www.southeasternbaptist.edu. This ser-
vice is available through our connection
with Populi and our accrediting agency.
Individuals who desire to use this
method to make general donotions or
Special Emphasis Contributions will
find a link on our main page. If you do
not have access to online or need help
with the credit card process, call 601-
426-6346.

Although we have had the ability to
receive credit cards for some time, our
online classes have required the tweak-
ing of our abilities. Also, some people
today never write checks or use cash
but do all their business through digital
means. We do try to keep students from
graduating with the financial bondage
of debt.

Although our school qualifies to offer
student loans through the government,
we do not particapate as an institution.
Your offerings as churches and indi-
viduals help keep our tuition costs very
low. Remember that SBC recently re-
ceived recognition for the #6 most af-
fordable religious degree in the nation.
That makes us #1 in this area in our
state. Check out the good deal available
at Southeastern.

ings have far outweighed the challenges.
(And that first group has been replaced
by new blood year after year, by the
way.)

Those college students changed our
church. In ways both expected and un-
expected. And they continue to change
us. For the better.

It’s not easy, but it is good.

The Smaller The Church, TheThe Smaller The Church, TheThe Smaller The Church, TheThe Smaller The Church, TheThe Smaller The Church, The
Harder The ChangeHarder The ChangeHarder The ChangeHarder The ChangeHarder The Change

Every church says they want to reach
out to new people. But if your church
isn’t willing to be changed by the unbe-
lievers who come to your church, they
won’t come.

Big churches find it much easier to
incorporate new people because the big-
ger the crowd, the smaller the impact
each person has. But in small churches,

Small Church Growth
from page 1

it’s much harder because the smaller
the church, the larger the impact each
person has.

So how do small churches become
more welcoming of newcomers?

We have to be intentional about it.
We have to focus on friendliness. Not
just with each other, but with new
people.

Part of that is being willing to allow
them to change us.

Church leaders need to educate the
congregation about the importance of
being a welcoming church – and we
need to lead by example.

The church needs to stick with and
reinforce the eternal, unchangeable
truths of God’s Word. That’s what makes
us a church, after all. Changing meth-
ods is not the same as changing core
theology.

But we need to be open to the new
ideas, sounds and customs that new
people will bring with them.

We can’t expect Christ to use our
church to change them without letting
Christ use them
to change us.

Copyright © 2016 by the author or
Christianity Today/Leadership Journal.
Reprinted by permission

One
Dropped Out

Once, a certain preacher of
Atlanta, Georgia, was invited to
preach in a prison camp. The
men in their garb were seated on
the ground or standing in the
shade of the trees, when one of
them mounted the back of a
truck to introduce the preacher.
Said he:

“Several years ago two boys
lived in the same community in
North Georgia, attended the
same school, played with the
same bunch of fellows and went
to the same Sunday school. One
of them felt he had outgrown it
and that it was sissy stuff! The
other boy kept on going because
he felt that it really meant some-
thing in his life.

“The boy who dropped out is
the one making the introduc-
tion today. The boy who kept on
going to Sunday school is the
famous preacher who will preach
for us this morning.”

-Copied
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COMMISSION ON
Senior Adults
4226 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440 Kenneth Flynt

Director

Look where we're going in 2017... Sr Adult Conferences
The North Mississippi Senior Conference will be held on Tuesday, May 9,

2017, and will assemble at Greenwood Baptist Church, Fulton, with Pastor
Kelby Johnson.

The South Mississippi Senior Conference is Tuesday, March 21, 2017 and will
meet at Big Creek Baptist Church, Soso, with Pastor Justin Rhodes.

Mark your calendars now and plan to be in attendance for a special gathering
of seniors from your church. You will be blessed abundantly.

The support for the Commission on Senior Adults continues to be strong and
it is deeply appreciated. Our deepest appreciation to the host churches for their
willingness to host these conferences. It is a lot of work getting ready and putting
things back in place after the day’s activities.

Thank you kindly for your giving and financial support.

CHURCH NEWS IN BRIEF

Columbia Church Seeks Pastor
Good Hope Baptist Church of Colum-

bia is now without a pastor. If anyone is
interested please contact Good Hope
Baptist Church and send us your re-
sume to 33 Watts Rd., Columbia, MS
39429. One may also call 601-441-4050.

Church Homecoming Set
by Richey Hester, Pastor

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, 1169
State Park Rd., Tupelo will hold Home-
coming services on July 24, 2016. Church
Service at 10:00 with Youth Program
and Musical at 11:00 and Lunch at
12:00. All past and present members
are invited to come and worship with
us.

FBC Calhoun Revival
by Leon Carmical, pastor

First Baptist of Calhoun near Lau-
rel, will be in revival July 24 - 27.   Dr.

John David Smith, Director of Mission
for the BMAA, will be our speaker.
Services on Sunday will begin at 10:45
AM and 6:00 PM.  Services Monday
through Wednesday will be at 7:00 PM.
Our doors are open to all.

Rocky Branch Revival
Rocky Branch Baptist Church,

Sumrall, will hold revival services July
17-22.  Services will begin nightly at
7.00 p.m. Speakers include Bro. Greg
Bennett on Sunday afternoon July 17,
Bro. Greg Medenwald on Monday night,
Bro. Glen Shoemake on Tuesday night,
Bro. Chuck Lee on Wednesday night.
The Wednesday service will be Youth
Night with special music.  Please con-
sider bringing your youth and join us.
Thursday night speakerwill be Bro.
Valton Douglas and Friday night will be
Bro. Johnny Williams.

From The Mind
of  Chuck Lee

Lee pastor's  Pine Grove
Baptist Church, Purvis.
He may be reached by email
at  leecharles47@yahoo.com

Almost Famous
It seems a great many people desire

to be famous, or at least associated with
famous people.  Most everyone has a
cousin's, sister's, ex-brother-in-law's,
uncle's, former neighbor who had at one
time heard that he was in the same time
zone as someone famous.  Close enough.
Having said that, I must humbly sub-
mit that I once had a brush with being
almost famous.

A year or so ago, my family and I were
singing at a bluegrass festival just out
of Nashville, Tennessee.  Okay, it was a
bit farther than just outside of Nash-
ville.  In fact, it was a bit farther than
Tennessee.  To be honest, it was just up
the road outside of Columbia, Missis-
sippi.  Close enough.

Anyway, after our set, a woman came
up to us smiling broadly and asked if
she could take a picture of her little
daughter with our group.  Naturally, I
felt that it was because we were such big
music stars and that the world was
finally waking up and taking notice.

She took several pictures with us hold-
ing our instruments, and with her
daughter prominently placed right up
front.  As she left, she thanked us
profusely as we modestly nodded our
heads like we done these sorts of things
all the time.  Her parting words telling
us that it was for a school project de-
flated our bubble though and taught us
how fleeting fame can be.  Close enough.

My closest brush with the exhilarat-
ing rush of fame came in a Baton Rouge
hospital parking lot.  I had just parked
the truck and was walking toward the
entrance, when a rather large woman

across the lot began hyperventilating
while waving her hands in a fanning
motion.  I realized that she was looking
in my direction, which made me a bit
uneasy and with a sudden urge to
quicken my pace while looking behind
me.  Then, she rushed me.

"Oh, Lawwwd!  Lawwwd!  Is that
you?  Is that really you?"  As far as I
knew it was me, but I was trying to
search my memory of who she might be
and why I excited her so much.  She
said, "You, you, you be that man that
stars in that show on TV!  CSI, Miami!
Lawwwd, have mercy!"  I started to
reply, "Yes, yes I am", but as she neared
and her eyesight began to focus, her
excitement waned exponentially.  "I
thought you was that man on CSI!  I'm
sorry".  And then she walked out of my
life without even a look backward.

Such was my brush with notoriety.
Oh well.  Close enough.

How Should Christians Respond To the 'Pokémon Go' Craze?
The 'Pokémon Go' fantasy role-play-

ing game is here and its release has
been an astounding success, reminis-
cent of the Harry Potter heydays. The
craze has swept the United States and
its reach, according to the Los Angeles
Times, is poised to surpass even Twit-
ter.

As Erica Evans and Rick Anderson
further explained, just a few days after
its launch 'Pokémon Go' already had an
iron grip on America: mobs of people
wandering neighborhoods, parks and
urban thoroughfares searching for
imaginary creatures on their smart

phones.
Many come together in parks and at

well-known landmarks in their quest

electronically to gather 'Pokeballs',
which are then hurled at the game's
pocket monsters to capture them. Play-

ers often visit sites such as churches,
which digitally become "gyms," where
battles are fought.

The craze sent Nintendo's stock soar-
ing, adding $7.5 billion to the video
game maker's market value - a signifi-
cant leap in its success. Nintendo has
struggled in recent years to produce a
hit that comes close to matching the
success of its 2006 console, the Nintendo
Wii.

By early July, 'Pokémon Go' already
had more downloads than the popular
dating site Tinder and was already
poised to surpass Twitter in daily active
users on Android devices. It ranked
above Facebook, Snapchat, and
Instagram in the Google Play store.

Little wonder that the frenzy accom-
panying the game's rollout amazed in-
vestors and boosted the fortunes of
Pokémon Company, game developer
Niantic Inc. and investor Nintendo.
Separate reports estimate that Pokémon
has about 10 -20 million daily active
users.

Its catchphrase "Gotta catch them
all" seems to capture well the essence
both of the Pokémon marketing strat-
egy and the themes of the game itself.

Pokémon ExplainedPokémon ExplainedPokémon ExplainedPokémon ExplainedPokémon Explained
So what exactly is Pokémon and why

does it generate so much interest and
excitement? As Matt Slick for carm.org
explains, Pokémon which is short for
"pocket monster," has become a phe-
nomenal success in America among
children.  The cards have pictures of
different Pokémon on them, more than
150 so far.

The Pokémon have special powers

continued on page 5
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SENIOR SOURCES

New "Senior" Feature Added
We are always looking at ways to

better serve our readers and part of that
is to present information and articles
that are interesting and beneficial. To
do that we seek out individuals with a
heart for service. They must have a
strong spiritual relationship with their
God and Savior. They also must have
something to add that is both interest-
ing and beneficial.

I have had a burden for our Senior

Adults for quite some time. Seniors are
some  of our most loyal readers and our
most loyal and productive church mem-
bers. I have sought the input of others
about this project and God has an-
swered our prayers.

We are pleased to announce the addi-
tion of Mrs. Becky Ulmer to our staff of
writers. Mrs. Ulmer is a member of
First Baptist Church of Bay Springs.
She is a registered nurse and Adminis-

trator of the Jasper County Nursing
Home, a part of the Jasper County
General Hospital in Bay Springs.

She has over 35 years of experience
and has a heart for the senior citizen.
She will be sharing advise and direction
concerning some the challenges that
senior citizens encounter.

We welcome Mrs. Ulmer and encour-
age our readers to take advantage of her
knowledge and advice.

Mrs. Becky Ulmer
Becky is Nursing Home Administrator of
Jasper County Nursing Home, Bay Springs,
Mississippi. She is a member of First Bap-
tist, Bay Springs and may be contacted at
becky.ulmer@jghms.com

"If you don’t use it, you will lose it"

By Becky Ulmer, RN,C - Nursing Home Administrator
Jasper County Nursing Home, Bay Springs, Mississippi

How many times have you heard this
declaration or possibly been the voice
behind it? That reference can be made
to basically every part of our body.

Okay, let’s start at the “top” ...the
brain. Brain Health - not a term we
spend time thinking about until a prob-
lem with it arises. Like other organs,
the brain requires a proper amount of
oxygen and nutrition to survive. Sleep
and rest are known to affect the overall
functioning on a day-to-day basis. What
about exercise?

Memorization (recall) and learning
are two effective forms of brain exercise.

Technology has simplified many daily
tasks and eliminates the need to “waste
time” on things like figuring, calculat-
ing, researching, and memorizing.
When was the last time you used a
dictionary to get the proper spelling or
definition of a word? How many homes
today own a set of encyclopedias?  How

about trying to add, subtract, multiply
numbers? Do you attempt it in your
head first or does the “calculator” com-
plete the task for you?

In your early years, did you memo-
rize the books of the Bible or the Twenty
Third Psalm? When was the last time

you recited them from memory?
Most of my nursing career has been

in “Geriatrics” (care of elderly people).
Dementia and Alzheimer's are being
diagnosed at an alarming rate. I have
read the theories formed from extensive
research on these conditions and ob-
served the effects, and lack of effect, of
medications intended to “treat them”.
The area this writer feels has lacked the
proper amount of effort is in prevention,
or at least slowing down the develop-
ment, of these diseases. Based on per-
sonal observation and experience, the
benefits of brain exercise and new edu-
cation learning  activities merit the
effort required. These may include:
trivia, quiz taking, memorization (Bible
verses or lists) or enrolling in an adult-
learning course.  The "deep seated"
(earned) knowledge is often retained
longer.

I challenge you to exercise your brain
by engaging it in a new learning experi-
ence, memorization with sharing and
utilizing the knowledge God has blessed
us with.

Let’s accelerate the function, slow
the decline, and pray for a cure.

National BMA

Information Services Manager Retires
Linda Cary will be joining the ranks

of retirement as she leaves the BMA on
July 31st.  Linda has managed informa-
tion services since 2006 and has been a
tremendous asset to the BMA during
that time. In her role as editor of the
annual BMA Church Directory and
Handbook she has supported and inter-
acted with perhaps more churches, de-

partments, agencies, and ministries
than anyone on our staff. We want to
personally thank Linda for her years of
selfless service to the BMA and (on a
personal note) her patience and support
during this transition period. Linda, we
pray God’s richest blessings on you and
that retirement will be filled with much
joy and happiness!

Lauren Noland joined the develop-
ment team on Monday July 11th as our
new Information Services Specialist.
Lauren will be taking over Linda’s re-
sponsibilities and will be working with
us as we complete the move of informa-
tion services to Conway, Arkansas.
Lauren is also on staff at Oasis Church
where her husband, P.J., is Associate
Pastor. We are excited to have someone
of Lauren’s caliber in a position to take
the hand-off from Linda.



 5July 15, 2016  •  Mississippi Baptist

Marvin Loyd
Birthday Celebration

The family of Marvin Loyd invites
you to celebrate his 80th birthday Sat-
urday, August 27, at First Baptist
Church of Cave Springs located at 322
South Main Street, Cave Springs, Ar-
kansas 72718.

A come and go reception will be held
from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m., and a basket will
be provided for cards, notes and favorite
memories, but no gifts, please.

If you're unable to attend but would
like to send a card, please send to Marvin
Loyd c/o Stella Pimentel, 1880-B South
Pleasant Street, Springdale, Arkansas
72764. Please feel free to call with any
questions at 479-305-0521.

The Moral Action trip to D.C. was
filled with joy and spiritual anticipa-
tion.  Ms. Adams and I made our 8th
attendance to the Watchmen on the
Wall Conference at the Hyatt Regency
Capitol Hill.  The approximate atten-
dance was 800 as we celebrated our
American freedom and were challenged
to be Christian over-comers.

The theme from God’s Word was
Isaiah 62:6 “I have set watchmen upon
thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall
never hold their peace day nor night: ye
that make mention of the Lord, keep not
silence.”  May 25th through the 27th
gave Family Research Council and Ex-
ecutive Director Tony Perkins the op-
portunity to champion Christian work-
ers and pastors to transform America.

Darla and I were able to visit with
several Congressmen while on our U.S.
Capitol Heritage tour.  We made con-

MORAL ACTION
Baptist Missionary Association of America

Dr. John M. Adams,Director
P.O. Box 305, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863

On The Web at www.macbma.net/
Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com John Adams

tact with U.S. Congressman Lee Zelden
of New York, 1st District on the Veter-
ans Affairs Committee asking him to
stand firm on keeping Chaplains in the
U.S. Military.  The ACLU and atheist
groups want to remove all chaplains
from our military.  Please pray about
this!

In representing our BMA Baptist
churches, Darla and I shared with U.S.
Congressman Austin Scott of Georgia
8th District concerning the rising influ-
ence of the Muslim/Islamic religion in

our American government.  Congress-
man Scott is a born-again Baptist that
listened intently and agreed.

Darla and I also visited with our
Mississippi delegation during the trip.
Our last Congressman contact was with
U.S. Congressman Ken Buck of the
Colorado 4th District (Castle Rock area).
He serves on the House Judiciary Com-
mittee.  Our discussion talked of the
overturning Roe vs. Wade Abortion law
and the transgender agenda.  We were
well received in this discussion.

Throughout the conference program
we heard great speeches and sermons
from Carter Conlon of Times Square
Church, Governor Phil Bryant of Mis-
sissippi, Congressman Trent Franks of
Arizona, Ann Graham Lotz, James
Robison, Joel Rosenberg, and others.

The voice of the BMA of America is
being heard in the halls and offices of
the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House.
Please continue to pray for Moral Action
ministries as we share the Good News of
Jesus Christ and His Salvation.  Pray
for our web page efforts, our writing
articles, our e-mails, our texts on a daily
basis, our visits to BMA churches, and
our God and Country rallies.

The honor is ours to humbly serve as
Executive Director of Moral Action, an
agency of our Baptist churches.  Please
help us!

Master’s Builders Continue Work
by Nelda Malone, Reporter

The Master’s Builders worked at Summers Baptist, Summers, Arkansas, in
March 2014, and returned to help in enlarging and remodeling the sanctuary and
several storage areas on June 13. Sum-
mers is a loving, giving, and working
church. They saw to our every need and
we had such wonderful fellowship with
them. Thank you to Bro. Paul Young and
wife Becky, to all the men, women and
young people (future Master’s Builders),
who worked along side us every day.
Thanks to all the ladies who provided our
evening meal!

The Master’s Builders plan to be at
Jacksonville College, Jacksonville, Texas,
starting July 18th. Please pray for our
men as they work in this heat. If you have
questions about The Masters’ Builders
ministry or if your church has building
needs, please contact: Office Coordinator,
Bro. John Mangum at 318-205-5155 or his
cell 318-607-4100 or our Field Coordina-
tor, Eddie Sikes at 903-725-6549 or his cell
479-462-1675.

and share the world with humans.  The
idea of the game is to have the children
learn how to collect as many Pokémon
as possible, train them, and use them
against other people's Pokémon by in-
voking the various abilities of each
Pokémon creature.

Pokémon can evolve and pass through
various levels, 100 being the highest.
Colored energy cards are sometimes
used to aid the Pokémon.

There are cartoons and even a movie
based on the Pokémon characters.  Al-
most every child in America is familiar
with this fad and owns some form of
Pokémon paraphernalia.

Within the game, evolution is taught
repeatedly.  There are special stones
(Fire, Leaf, Moon, Thunder, and Water)
that can be used to force some Pokémon
to evolve or grow into more powerful
creatures.  Of course, after normal de-
velopment in skill learning, various
Pokémon often evolve on their own.

If the game seems to have strong
spiritual and religious themes interwo-
ven into it, the religious type of fervor

and passionate commitment it inspires
is similarly pronounced.  According to
Hannah Gould for the Guardian.com:

"These fanatics speak in a special

language, undertake hours of devotional
activity, and together experience mo-
ments of great joy and great sorrow. It
is an obsession, many say, that has
taken over their lives, and for which
they will sacrifice their bodies. They
understand the world in a way the
uninitiated cannot".

Gould noted some close religious par-
allels such as with Shintoism, Japan's
oldest religion that teaches the world is
inhabited by thousands of kami, or
gods. When offerings are made to them
of food and incense, kami bestow good
luck in business, studies, and health,
but when disrespected, they can turn
vindictive.

Further, the water/ground Pokémon
Whiscash bears a strong resemblance
to namazu, a catfish who causes earth-
quakes in Japanese mythology; mean-
while, grass/dark Pokémon Shiftry is

clearly a tengu or goblin.
In her 2006 book Millennial Mon-

sters, Anne Allison, scholar of Contem-
porary Japan, argues that popular cul-
ture phenomenon such as Pokémon
demonstrate a kind of "techno-animism",
which imbues digital technologies with
a spirit or soul.

This type of animism is embedded in
commodity consumerism, where emo-
tive ties between people and things are
used to push products. In Gould's view,
it is equally a means of fighting the
dislocation of modern life by allowing
consumers to create meaning, connec-
tion, and intimacy in their daily rou-
tine.

Gould conveyed the popular view that
what's compelling about Pokémon Go is
its immersive play, which blurs reality
and fantasy. Using the phone's GPS
and camera functions, it projects a layer
of augmented reality onto a mapped
streetscape.

This, she says, allows players to si-
multaneously to inhabit two worlds -
one geographic and one imaginary -
leading to both humor and danger when
they collide.

The LA Times article similarly noted
that already the game has posed risks
and warnings that users may be drawn
into danger. Armed robbers in Missouri
used the app to lure victims to isolated
locations, police said. Others have been
injured chasing the imaginary charac-
ters without paying attention to their
real-life surroundings, such as when
crossing streets.

Churches have already been sucked
into the craze - sometimes willingly, in
other cases unwittingly but with grow-
ing "it's just a game" acceptance.

As Leonardo Blair for the Christian
post recently explained: "Pokémon
Go...that some Christian churches once
condemned as evil, is surprisingly now

'Pokémon Go' Craze
from page 3

continued on page 6
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National Brotherhood Projects
by Richey Hester - National Brotherhood Editor & Promoter

Hello to all the Brotherhood men. I
hope all is well with your Brotherhood
ministry. I pray that our Brotherhoods
will grow and spread the Gospel to
many men in our communities. The
National Brotherhood took on two BMA
projects for 2016. They are The Moral
Action Agency and The Galileans. I
have talked with Dr. Adams of Moral
Action. He said they took in many great
offerings from the Freedom Sunday of-
ferings. He said offerings are still com-
ing in.

The Lord has blessed Dr. Adams and
The Moral Action Agency and I ask that
we continue to pray for this Agency of
the BMA. On May 25-27, 2016, Dr. &

Mrs. Adams went to the Watchmen on
the Wall National Briefing in Washing-
ton, DC. This is presented by the Fam-
ily Research Council and Tony Perkins.

While in DC, Dr. Adams talked with
many Senators and Representatives
about the importance of putting God
back in America. He is planning an-
other trip to Washington, DC to attend
the National Prayer Breakfast in Feb-
ruary. He has spoken at many local
association meetings and will be doing
some revivals. He asked that we con-
tinue to fund Moral Action.

On June 7-10, 2016, the Galileans
attended National Galilean Camp in
Gary, Texas, at Daniel Springs Camp.

Campers from Arkansas, Mississippi,
& Texas enjoyed their time there. 102
Galileans attended camp this year.
Braedon Martin of Bethel Baptist
Church in Fulton, Mississippi, was se-
lected as Mr. Senior Galilean.

Mattox Hendricks of Bethel Baptist
Church in Fulton, Mississippi, was se-
lected as Mr. Junior Galilean. At the
camp they elected new officers. They
are President Cole Crystal/Arkansas;
1st Vice President Braedon Martin/Mis-

sending many players of the game to
local churches, and in some cases, they
are being welcomed with open arms".

As part of the game, Church proper-
ties are also being used as gym loca-
tions. In Pokémon Go, a gym is where
players, known as trainers in the game,
gather to battle against each other.

Trainers join one of three teams at an
early stage of the game, and those teams
fight for control of the gyms. If a team
controls a gym, that team gets perks
and bragging rights at the location.
Gyms are also usually located in public
places.

Spiritual Daner?Spiritual Daner?Spiritual Daner?Spiritual Daner?Spiritual Daner?
But is Pokémon spiritually danger-

ous?  Matt Slick for carm.org says that
potentially, yes it is.  It conditions the
child who plays the game into accepting
occult and evolutionary principles.

Haunter can hypnotize, eat a person's
dreams, and drain their energy.  Abra
reads minds.  Kadabra emits
negative energy that harms
others.  Gastly induces
sleep. Gengar laughs at
peoples' fright.  Nidoran
uses poison.

The psychic type
of Pokémon is among
the strongest in the
game.  Charmander,
Haunter, Ivysaur,
Kadabra, and many more
evolve.  The children are
taught to use these creatures to do their
will by invoking colored energy cards,
fights, and commands. Much of it is
very similar to the occult and eastern
mysticism.

The Bible says to "Train up a child in
the way he should go, even when he is

'Pokémon Go' Craze
from page 5

old he will not depart from it" (Proverbs
22:6).  2 Chronicles 33:6 speaks of the
evil of King Manasseh, "And he made
his sons pass through the fire in the
valley of Ben-hinnom; and he practiced
witchcraft, used divination, practiced
sorcery, and dealt with mediums and

spiritists. He did much
evil in the sight of the
Lord, provoking Him to

anger."
Slick added: "I do not

see how allowing chil-
dren to play with
games that encour-
age fighting, reading

of minds, use of poison,
mimicry, taunting,
teleportation, hypnosis,
and evolution can be a good

thing.  This is not training a child to
righteousness; it is accepting the occult
and secular evolution.

Is this what we, as Christians, want
our children to meditate on?  Of course
not. If children are conditioned to accept
these things in youth, then they will be

more likely to accept these ideas in
adulthood.  This leads people away from
God's word and truth, not toward it.
This is dangerous to a person's eternal
destiny.

Slick summarized by stating that
there is nothing wrong with children
having fun and using their imagina-
tions, but when that fun involves the
occult it is dangerous.

As Christians, we should be very
concerned about what our children are
involved in since they can be so easily
influenced.  They don't need the influ-
ence of the occult or evolutionary theory
to help them towards Christ.  They need
the truth", he concluded.

In view of the publicly acknowledged
spiritual but anti-Christian elements of
Pokémon, that advice would also apply
to churches that embrace these games
or allow 'Pokestop' or 'gym' access on
church grounds.  Or in the inspired
words of the Apostle Paul:

"Prove all things; hold fast that which
is good. Abstain from all appearance of
evil". (I Thessalonians 5:21-22).

SOAR 2016 GOES GLOBAL

sissippi; 2nd Vice President Jonathon
Moore/Arkansas; Secretary Matthew
Burrows/Arkansas; Music Maverick
Hendricks/Mississippi;, Historian Seth
McGee/Arkansas; & Pastor Scott
Calvin/Arkansas. These officers will
meet at end of July in Ponca, Arkansas.
I ask that we all pray for these young
men.

I ask that all the Local Brotherhoods
support the National Brotherhood. God
Bless!

On July 6-8, 2016, thousands of stu-
dents rallied together at SOAR 2016 in
Dallas, Texas, to learn about God’s
heart for the nations. Speaker Clif
Johnson described God’s purpose in

blessing His children. Johnson told the
students, “You have been blessed to be a
blessing to the nations.”

Each session was filled with worship-
ful singing, challenging videos, and bib-
lical teaching. In addition, students
received hands-on mission experience
in the Global Village exhibit area where
they experienced the gospel transform-
ing lives in China, packed Christmas
shoeboxes for third-world children,
learned about human trafficking, and

more. As one student explained, “This
week I learned that my life has a pur-
pose greater than myself. I’ve got to find
a way to get involved in God’s purpose!”

Over twenty-five students surren-
dered to missions and five surrendered
to ministry during the conference.  Many
more made professions of faith in their
group time.

SOAR 2017 will be July 5-7 at the
Gaylord Texan Resort with the theme of
“Selfless: Love God, Love Others.” More
information will be released soon at
gosoar.com. Also follow
@SOARConference on Social Media and
download the SOAR Conference app to
get all the latest news.

Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP
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It’s Been A Busy Summer
Since school was out in the later part of May the girls and boys of the Home

have enjoyed time off from the regular routine of going to school.  It is hard to
believe that in just a few short weeks it
will be time for school to begin for an-
other year.  Summer activities (travel,
VBS, swimming, gardening, etc.) con-
tinue to keep everyone busy and focused
on enjoying the time that they have
remaining until that first day of the new
school year arrives.

Remember in Prayer and Focus Verse
Continue to remember the Home in

your prayers as the summer comes to a
close.  We are grateful for the Lord’s
blessing on this ministry.  Pray for our
country that we will experience a turn-
ing back to the Lord.  “Call unto me, and
I will answer thee, and show  thee great
and mighty things, which thou knowest
not.” Jeremiah 33:3.

Summertime Blessings!

Postnatal Care
by Larry Barker

Larry Barker is the pastor of Cornerstone, Jacksonville. He also serves as the
operations director for North American Missions. For more information or to contact

him, visit www.bmamissions.org.

Once a baby is born, the first 20-30
minutes are crucial. This time is to
make sure the baby is healthy and what
steps might need to be taken to ensure
their proper development. At one minute
and  at five minutes an Apgar assess-
ment is performed
that checks the
h e a r t
rate ,breathing ,
muscle tone, reflex
response, and color.
The newborn’s
weight and mea-
surements are taken
and recorded. The
baby is never more
dependent upon oth-
ers than when post-
natal care is taking
place.

When a person receives Christ as
their Lord and Savior we need to con-
sider how important the fi rst 20-30
minutes are for them. All too often we
celebrate, and we should, but we do not
immediately begin to care for the infant
in Christ. It is almost as if they are left
to fend for themselves and we believe
that they will just naturally grow and
develop on their own. They are not
ready to care for themselves and they
need someone who will guide and help
them at this crucial time.

There are two keys to spiritual growth.
First, you must begin taking steps im-
mediately. Second, you must continue
to take steps constantly. The first key is
vitally important but what if you do not
know what steps you should take? Yes,
the individual believer is personally
responsible for his or her own spiritual
growth but we also are responsible to
these new babes in Christ. We must be
available to lead them on a path that
will help them grow as quickly and
smoothly as possible.

Paul makes this clear in Galatians
4:19, “My children, I am again suffering
labor pains for you until Christ is formed
in you.” Once someone takes the step to
become a child of God we must then help
him or her to grow and mature knowing
that it does not occur just automati-
cally.
Consider the importance of postnatal
care to the young believer. Someone
must be ready to care for them in the
areas they are unable to care for them-
selves by mapping out the next steps
they need to take so they mature in the
Lord.

What does postnatal care look like for
the new believer?

First, have a designated careFirst, have a designated careFirst, have a designated careFirst, have a designated careFirst, have a designated care
givergivergivergivergiver. The first steps for a new believer

can usually be accomplished more effec-
tively in a one on one relationship with
a more mature believer. Wouldn’t it be
wonderful if every time someone made a
public profession of faith that they were
immediately introduced to a caregiver?

The journey begins
with someone who
can help guide them
in the next steps of
following Christ.
The caregiver begins
to assess the new
believer’s needs.

Second, rela-Second, rela-Second, rela-Second, rela-Second, rela-
tionships are im-tionships are im-tionships are im-tionships are im-tionships are im-
mediately builtmediately builtmediately builtmediately builtmediately built
and deepenedand deepenedand deepenedand deepenedand deepened.
Titus 2 clearly
shows us the impor-

tance of older men and women teaching
and guiding the younger ones. This is
not necessarily older in age but could
also be older in their walk and maturity
with Christ. Win Arn has said that a
new attender needs six new relation-
ships in the first six months for them to
stay around; “Six to stick!” It probably
must happen much faster in today’s
world. The caregiver begins the steps
toward strong relationships.

Third, the discipleship processThird, the discipleship processThird, the discipleship processThird, the discipleship processThird, the discipleship process
begins immediatelybegins immediatelybegins immediatelybegins immediatelybegins immediately by teaching them
about the next steps they need to take in
their spiritual journey. What does it
mean to be born again? What is baptism
and why is it important? Why should
they be faithful to attend worship ser-
vices weekly? What does it look like to
read their bible daily and develop a
prayer life? Consider all of the things
you want the new believer to experience
within the first month as a Christian
and be prepared to show them the next
steps after that.

Fourth, you demonstrate to themFourth, you demonstrate to themFourth, you demonstrate to themFourth, you demonstrate to themFourth, you demonstrate to them
that they are not on this journeythat they are not on this journeythat they are not on this journeythat they are not on this journeythat they are not on this journey
alonealonealonealonealone. Sometimes they do not realize
that help is available. If a mentor was
assigned from day one of new birth then
it would develop a culture where it is
natural that every new believer has a
caregiver until they can care for them-
selves and then help care for someone
else. The goal is always to be moving
them forward. Remember, the second
key to spiritual growth is for them to
continue to take steps forward.

Fifth, keep them moving for-Fifth, keep them moving for-Fifth, keep them moving for-Fifth, keep them moving for-Fifth, keep them moving for-
ward.ward.ward.ward.ward. Hal Seed, pastor of New Song
Church in Oceanside, California, says
this about caring for new believers,
“Newborns are pretty much helpless.
They can’t feed themselves, change
themselves, or help themselves in any
way except to cry out for momma. Young
children, on the other hand, can do

many things for themselves. If children
are coddled and never learn to take
responsibility for feeding and clothing
themselves, their personal growth will
be stilted.”

“Likewise, if teens don’t start help-
ing others, their character development
is stunted and they wind up as self-
absorbed and self-centered adults. Help
your people take responsibility for them-
selves and then for others as early as
possible.” Constantly moving the new
believer toward being a self-feeder and

showing them how to progress from the
milk of the word to the meat is essential.
Then the new believer becomes a ma-
turing believer and the maturing be-
liever can then become a reproducing
believer.

Healthy churches care for their new-
borns. Colossians 1:28-29 says, “We
proclaim Him, warning and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that they
may present everyone mature in Christ.
I labor for this, striving with His
strength that works powerfully in me.”

July & August
Special Emphasis

Southeastern
Baptist College

Special Emphasis: 

July/August 
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Jesse & Rebecca Hales
BMA Missionaries to the Dominican Republic

This month has been full of different activities.  There are always the different
meetings with youth leaders and children’s workers as well as the other normal
ministry opportunities.  We had the privilege to add to that a visit from part of the
choir at Oklahoma Baptist University. They blessed us with a special children’s

service at one of our churches and a special concert at another one.  There was also
a multi-church youth meeting that did my heart good when I saw the great turn
out with standing room only and the great attitude and participation from the
youth.

We had another visit to the Juvenile Detention Center with that ministry.  Pray
we can help establish more of a discipleship ministry there.  Last but not least,
Rebecca has started helping to coordinate a first ever joint VBS program for the
churches here.  This is a big step toward better cooperation between the different
children’s ministries in the churches as well as making the VBS ministry more
reproducible.  Thank you for your continued prayers for this and the rest of the
ministry here.

News From Missionaries Around The Globe

Greetings from Ghana West Africa!
Missionaries Dale & Celia Broom

We are now back in Ghana from our
furlough.  We arrived on May 4th and
we’ve been busy ever since then.  We
really enjoyed our time in the states and
are so glad that we were able to visit
with so many churches, asso-
ciations, WMA and GMA
meetings!  The time passed by
so fast!  We would like to
thank all of the churches for
inviting us to come and share
what God is doing in Ghana.
The hospitality everywhere we
went was awesome!  Thank
you all for your support,
prayers, and encouraging
words, we appreciate it so very
much!

Since we’ve been back in
Ghana we have been so proud
of how the work here has progressed
while we were away.  We have been
teaching and training for four years and
they have shown us how much they
have learned and we are so very proud
of the leadership for moving the work
forward.

The Bible Institute has made lots of
progress within the last couple of years.

In the beginning, Mrs. Celia started the
degree program and last September the
first group of students graduated with a
degree in Religion.  As of now,  new
students enrolled in January while we

were in the states and had completed 4
classes by the time we arrived back in
Ghana.  Mrs. Celia trained Enoch Yaw
Adusei to be the director of the school
and he has done a fantastic job of man-
aging the finances as well as the sched-
uling, enrollment, and even some build-
ing projects along the way.  He has
hired teachers for the degree classes as

well as for the certificate level classes.
The auditorium that was started just
before we came to the states is well on its
way to completion.  Today they are
working on completing the cement floors
and beginning to build restrooms for the
facility.  As a matter of fact, the first
meeting was held in the auditorium last
week!

We have also visited several churches
and church plants since we have been
back.  A couple of weeks ago we visited
a church plant that had just gotten
started when we left for the states.  This
is the one that we mentioned at several
churches that we visited where they
had baptized 25 people.  There were 90
in attendance the day we visited and
they are really excited about sharing
the Gospel in the area of Komfookrom.
The pastor that is working in that area
is Pastor Amoako Robbet and he is
doing a great job working with the
people there.

From now until the end of September
is going to be very busy for us.  We will
be hosting a VSM team, a BMMI team,
and the Water for Christ team. Then in
September Celia will be teaching in
Tanzania along with Delores Lovell,
Diane Spriggs, and Valarie Fish.  We
are looking forward to the teams com-
ing as well as the trip to Tanzania!

The Precious Blood Of Christ
by Rev. Grover laird

"Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not
redeemed with corruptible things, as silver
and gold, from your vain conversation re-
ceived by tradition from your fathers; But
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb without blemish and without spot:"
(1 Peter 1:18,19)

Though the Bible has much to say about
the blood of Christ that was shed upon the
cross, many seem unimpressed by any ref-
erence to it. That bothers me. The reason
being, it is the unsaved who are not im-
pressed with the cross, and we cannot sepa-
rate the blood of Christ from the cross of
Christ--"For the preaching of the cross is to
them that perish foolishness; but unto us
which are saved it is the power of God." (1
Corinthians 1:18)

Nevertheless,  Peter seemed impressed
with the blood of Christ, as is seen in the
words of our text. There surely must be a
reason why he called it “the precious blood
of Christ.” When we check the many refer-
ences to it we can see why.

Our salvation depends upon the blood of
Christ. We are redeemed by it--"In whom
we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches
of his grace;" (Ephesians 1:7)

Being redeemed we are therefore
cleansed, which is therefore by the precious
blood of Christ--"Who gave himself for us,
that he might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works." (Titus 2:14)

Being redeemed and purged from our
sins, we are at peace with God; which is
therefore by the precious blood of Christ--
"And, having made peace through the blood
of his cross...." (Colossians 1:20) This means
that our sin problem has been cleared up
and we are right with God.

Being redeemed, purged from sin, and at
peace with God, we are delivered from the
day of God’s wrath; which is therefore by the
precious blood of Christ--"Much more then,
being now justified by his blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through him." (Romans
5:9)

Being saved by the precious blood of
Christ, we now have access to God’s Throne
of grace; which is therefore by His blood--
"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,"
(Hebrews 10:19)

If one still is not impressed with the
precious blood of Christ, it surely must be
because he does not see his sinfulness and
lostness without hope. When one can see
this, the blood that atoned for our sins and
provided a way to make peace with God will
surely become precious.

Can one become a Christian: redeemed,
justified, purged, and at peace with God
and not have faith in the power of the blood?
The answer is no! Notice the words of Holy
Scripture when it speaks of Christ as our
propitiation: "Whom God hath set forth to
be a propitiation through faith in his
blood....” (Romans 3:25)

Please pray for everyone as they travel.
We would like to thank everyone for

their support, prayers, and encourage-
ment as we minister in Ghana.  We
would not be able to do what we do,
without the support of the churches and
the associational work.  May God richly
bless all of you is our prayer.

The work continues in Ghana with the
new auditorium, VSM workers and dedi-
cated workers of Ghana.


