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In addition to their project — 65%
Thai Missions, 25% Galileans and 10%
General Fund — the National Brother-
hood is raising money to fund a schol-
arship in honor of the late Arthur Smith.
The scholarship will be awarded to the
National Galilean Senior and can be
used at any BMA-sponsored school.

Donations to either of these worthy
causes should be labeled accordingly
and sent to: Robert Bynum, 43 Bear
Pen Creek Rd., Laurel, MS 39443.

At my request, Mrs. Arthur
(Shirlene) Smith wrote the following
article about his involvement in Broth-
erhood and Galileans.

‘He Served The Lord’‘He Served The Lord’‘He Served The Lord’‘He Served The Lord’‘He Served The Lord’
Arthur Smith was always a big sup-

porter of the Brotherhood program in
each church he was privileged to pas-

tor. He not only supported the Brother-
hood, but also the WMA, Galileans,
GMAs and Sunbeams. It was his prac-
tice to lead the church to have “Family
Night” on Wednesday night and, after
Bible study, each one of these organi-

zations of the BMA
would then meet.
      He recognized
the spiritual foun-
dation of these pro-
grams, the presen-
tation of the Gos-
pel in each pro-
gram and the valu-
able discipleship
training involved.
He wanted these
Biblical principles

for his family and all the families in
each church.

Bro. Smith served the Lord in the
Brotherhood program from the local
church level to the national level. He
held offices in the local church, the

state work and the national work. He
was always ready to help secure the
meeting place with the P.A. system
and a piano for the service.

It was a blessing for him to see his
son, John David Smith, finish the
Galilean Steps, serve as state and na-
tional Galilean president and as state
and national Jr. Mr. Galilean and Sr.
Mr. Galilean. He was also blessed to
have many young men from Hopewell
and other churches represent the
Galilean work as officers and Jr. and
Sr. Mr. Galilean representatives.

And he was just as happy when his
daughters — Cindy, Lisa and Rhonda
— finished their GMA steps and served
as local, state and national officers,
and as Jr. Miss GMA and/or Miss GMA.
Again, many young ladies from the
churches he pastored were involved in
GMA in these capacities, as well. The
Galilean and GMA programs have been
a great blessing to our children and the
children of our church family.

Bro. Arthur served as vice-president
of the National Brotherhood in 1992-
1993. He was elected president of the
Brotherhood in 1996-1997. After serv-
ing as president, he was elected editor/
promoter and served in that position
until his death in 2012. It was a joy for
him to keep the men informed of the
mission projects of the Brotherhood.
He was faithful to prepare certificates
for the churches/associations who gave
$100 or more to the project. These were
presented at the national meeting each
year.

His family feels so honored that the
National Brotherhood has begun this
scholarship fund to help with the edu-
cation of the National Sr. Mr. Galilean.
Bro. Arthur’s heart’s desire would be
that God continue to bless and use all
the men of the BMAA to be a blessing to
the young boys to train them in God’s
Word and also to support the many
mission projects of the National Broth-
erhood.

National Brotherhood To Honor Arthur Smith

The M.S. Arrington - Bolivian Riverboat Ministry

Lifeword Installs First Low Power FM Transmitter On Bolivian River
By Rick Russell

Chief Programming Officer

Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note: The Arringtons were
native Mississippians and did a great
work as missionaries for the BMA of
America. Mrs. Kathryn Arrington re-
cently moved to Texas to be near fam-
ily. I know Bro. M.S. Arrington would
be pleased with the work in Bolivia as
is Mrs. Arrington.

When most of us scan our FM radio
dial, we are presented with dozens of
choices of what to listen to. In Belencito,
Bolivia, when Pastor David scanned
his FM dial, all he heard was static.

That must have been the reality that
Missionary Buddy Johnson had in mind
when he stopped by the Lifeword booth
at the BMAA National Meeting in
Norman, Oklahoma last April. After

seeing Lifeword’s Low Power FM dem-
onstration—and realizing what it could
mean to the ministry of Pastor David’s
church—Buddy asked, “Would you send
one of those with Donny Parrish and
Phillip Rice when they come to Bolivia
next month to make a documentary of
our river ministry?”

Of course we will! Lifeword’s Low
Power FM (LPFM) ministry is nearly
ideal for areas where there is very little
standard band broadcast activity. While
it is true that at night some AM and
short wave signals can be heard, they
are not very relevant to the people of
Pastor David’s community. Their lives
center on the rise and fall of the river
and upon their efforts to provide for the
needs of their families who are just
trying to get by from one day to the
next. In places like Belencito, Lifeword’s
little 15-watt transmitter provides a

way for a local church to become the
communications hub and heartbeat of
the entire community. And it provides
another avenue for sharing the love of
Christ.

So, in mid-May,
with their camera
equipment packed
into a small suitcase
and an FM transmit-
ter tucked under one
arm, they flew off to
Trinidad, northern
Bolivia where they
boarded the BMA’s
ministry boat, the
M.S. Arrington and
began the 900-mile
trek up the Mamore
River to
Guayaramerin. The
Arrington plies

these waters regularly, providing just
about the only medical and dental as-
sistance that these people ever receive.

continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2
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Scott Attebery

New DiscipleKids Samples Headed New DiscipleKids Samples Headed New DiscipleKids Samples Headed New DiscipleKids Samples Headed New DiscipleKids Samples Headed YYYYYour Wour Wour Wour Wour Wayayayayay
We recently mailed out

samples of our new line of
children’s curriculum,
DiscipleKids. We are thrilled
to offer the highest level
of resources for min-
istering to the fu-
ture of our
churches – our
children. Pastors
and children’s
ministers, be on
the lookout for this
preview bundle of
exciting fresh content
for children and teacher re-
sources. It includes brand new
features never offered before
at DiscipleGuide.

The sample packets include
a 16-page teacher’s book, a leaf-
let of student take-home sheets
and a DVD with samples of
videos and music that will be
available. The mailouts also
include a description of

DisciplePoints, an online com-
munity resource for parents to
use in concert with the
DiscipleKids curriculum.

This online resource will
provide parents with

talking points, discus-
sion starters and cre-
ative ideas for
discipling their chil-
dren. Parents will be
able to preview their

child’s lesson and in-
troduce the topic ahead
of time, get ideas for
object lessons, etc.

Cindy Williams of Conway,
Arkansas, a BMA Sunday
school teacher for 47 years, is
coordinating the DisciplePoints
website.

So keep an eye out for your
church’s sample packet of
DiscipleKids. We are excited
about it – and we think you will
be too.

Lifeword Radio Ministry On Bolivian River

(The ministry boat is named
for M.S. and Katherine
Arrington, BMA missionaries
who came to minister to the
region in the mid 1960’s)

About two days into its trek,
the Arrington ties up on the
river beside the village of
Belencito, home of the largest
of the churches along the river
and also home to the BMA’s
Bible Institute for the region.
This is where Lifeword’s first
Bolivian LPFM station is to be
installed.

“When we first started with
the installation, the folks in
the village didn’t know what
we were up to, of course,” ex-

from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1 plained engineer Phillip Rice.
“I had recorded the previous
night’s worship service, and
when we turned the transmit-
ter on and began to play that
recording—and when the
people over in the village heard
the service that many of them
were in last night and began to
hear their own voices coming
out of radios, you could just see
the smiles and amazement on
their faces!” To test the station’s
range, Buddy Johnson and
Donny Parrish hiked about 45
minutes back into the jungle to
a nearby village and school.
“When they turned on the ra-
dio and found that it was still
coming in loud and clear way
back there, we really got ex-

cited!” Rice exclaimed. He also
explained that the fact that the
transmitter can be easily pow-
ered by a solar-charged 12-volt
car battery is vital in these little
river communities. “The only
electricity they have is gener-
ated by the sun or by a gas or
diesel generator that runs on
very expensive petroleum that
has to be shipped in by boat.

”Buddy Johnson added, “You
just can’t imagine what some-
thing like this does for a little
village like Belencito. This will
give this church a voice that
will reach out into the jungle
and provide a communication
tool that will help the village
and at the same time tell them
about the love of Jesus Christ.”

More pro-LGBT curriculum
coming to a school near you

Proposed marriage amendment to
Constitution – ignored by liberal media?
OneNewsNow.com OneNewsNow.com OneNewsNow.com OneNewsNow.com OneNewsNow.com - A pro-
family group is rallying sup-
port for legislation that would
enshrine traditional marriage
in the U.S. Constitution – and
at the same time is chiding the
mainstream media for refus-
ing to report about the bill.

Kansas Republican Tim
Huelskamp hopes the people
of the United States will step
forward and voice support for a
constitutional amendment he
has introduced in the U.S.
House of Representatives that
would make marriage legal
only between a man and a
woman. The Marriage Protec-
tion Amendment (H.J. Res. 51)
states:

“Marriage in the United
States shall consist only of the
union of a man and a woman.
Neither this Constitution, nor
the constitution of any State,
shall be construed to require
that marriage or the legal inci-
dents thereof be conferred upon
any union other than the union
of a man and a woman.”

In a Monday “Action Alert”
to its supporters, the American
Family Association said last
month’s Supreme Court rul-
ings on marriage have
“emboldened gay activists to
push even harder,” thereby
making it necessary to amend
the Constitution to elevate the
federal law above the court.
Bryan Fischer is director of is-
sues analysis at AFA.

“We are rapidly fracturing
as a nation in terms of our
domestic policy as it relates to
marriage,” he says, “and we

need as the American people to
come together with one mind,
one heart, and one soul and
establish a consistent policy, a
consistent definition of mar-
riage that would apply through-
out the entire country.”

The Mississippi-based AFA
suggests most Americans are
not aware of Huelskamp’s pro-
posed measure because those
in the “liberal media” oppose it.
“So if they simply refuse to re-
port it, citizens will know noth-
ing about it and will not act on
it,” says the Action Alert.

The AFA spokesman be-
lieves the issue has definitely
divided the country – and adds
that American Christians can
no longer remain silent.

“Abraham Lincoln said about
the United States in his day
that the [country] cannot exist
half slave and half free – and I
believe the United States can-
not continue to exist half gay
and half straight [on the issue
of marriage],” states Fischer.
“We need to come together –
and this federal marriage
amendment is a way to do that.”

Fischer encourages voters to
contact their member in the
House to encourage them to
sign on to the marriage amend-
ment introduced by Congress-
man Huelskamp. At press time
the measure had 30 co-spon-
sors in the House – all Repub-
licans.

OneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.com - A Chris-
tian teacher is warning par-
ents about some pro-LGBT cur-
riculum that may soon make
its way into their child’s public
school classroom, compliments
of the NEA.

At their just-ended conven-
tion, the National Education
Association adopted a business
item that encourages members
to incorporate into the class-
room lessons promoting the ho-
mosexual lifestyle.

The business item states that
the NEA encourages "all edu-
cators [to] integrate lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) history, people and is-

sues into their instructional
programs." The primary cur-
riculum, Unheard Voices, is
produced by the Gay Lesbian
Straight Education Network
(GLSEN) and offers what it
calls “thematic” lessons on such
topics as gender identity, “anti-
LGBT slurs,” and “winning the
right to marry.”

NEA delegate Sue Halvorson
of Minnesota, a Christian, tells
OneNewsNow that she is very
concerned.

“I’m a teacher in a middle
school, sixth- through eighth-
grade, and I just feel like this is
devastating for our children
because they already do ques-

tion and wonder what’s going
on,” she shares. “And when
these things are presented in
the schools, nothing negative
is presented with it.”

Halvorson urges parents to
investigate these lessons online
“because kids might not bring
home [the material] because
this curriculum that’s dis-
cussed there is something that’s
done in the classroom and [dur-
ing] classroom discussion.”

She adds: “It’s very danger-
ous, and I just really want par-
ents and teachers to be aware
of it.”

One student handout (page
49 of the “Stories of LGBT His-
tory” material) offers guidelines
on how to be an “ally” to

transgender people. One guide-
line suggests referring to some
transgenders using gender-
neutral pronouns – “hir” in-
stead of his/her, “sie” or “zi”
instead of he/she; another en-
courages students to “think
expansively about gender and
be open to new ideas and ways
of thinking about the issue.”

A list of definitions (pages
51-53) defines “heterosexism”
as a "conscious or unconscious
bias based on the assumption
that heterosexuality is the
norm.”

Collaborating with GLSEN
on the curriculum project were
the Anti-Defamation League
and StoryCorps.

July - August 2013
Southeastern Baptist College

SPECIAL EMPHASIS DRIVE

GOAL - $20,000
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From The
Mind of

Chuck Lee

Southeastern
Baptist College

4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

The college campus is being prepared for returning students.
We have some new students coming in for the fall semester. One
new student came in last week that will hopefully be enrolling in
our four year business program.  If you haven't enrolled in a class
either on campus or online, call our office now. Registration is
August 12-14.

The question has been asked, “Why should my church con-
tinue to support Southeastern?”  I have asked the same question
as a pastor. The answer is, many new, young pastors are
counting on us for their training.  If we don't train them in the
truth, then who will?

In the last article I wrote, I promised you articles from former
students whose lives were impacted by SBC. Here is one from
Bro. Jeff Dixon, pastor of Hillcrest Baptist Church in Yazoo City
-

“I thank God for my years at Southeastern.  I’ll never forget the
first day I arrived on campus as a freshman in January of 1985.
I had attended another college the previous fall and was going
through a very difficult time in my life.  The SBC students,
faculty and staff welcomed
me with open arms and I could sense their genuine concern for
me.  Through the years God used SBC to help me find purpose
and meaning in life and friendships were forged that will last a
lifetime.  My two most cherished memories at SBC is the day I
met my beautiful bride of 27 years and the moment I felt God’s
call into full-time ministry.”

-Jeff Dixon

I am thankful for the ministry of SBC and the impact it has had
on the lives of so many people who are now leaders and pastors
in the BMA.  Let's continue this ministry by supporting the
college with your prayers and finances.  We need a good Special
Emphasis from our churches this month and in August.

Matt Hudson, Trustee Chairman

Satisfaction
Driving down the road with

my daughter the other day, I
observed the hundreds of ve-
hicles on the highway.  Nor-
mally, I would have just let the
moment go, but I made the
mistake of reading my Bible
that morning and it had the
uncanny effect of
sticking with me.  I
had read, and I may
should have picked
up on this earlier
(like when my chil-
dren were young
and impression-
able), that my duty
as a father is to teach
my children.  This
little bit of informa-
tion could have
come in handy and
possibly saved my
hair from falling out
if I had come across it earlier in
my being a father days.  It was
stuck in one of those obscure
places in the Bible that hardly
anyone reads these days (think
it is called either the Old or
New Testament).  It’s all Greek
to me anyway, well, at least
some of it.

Anyway, these cars were oc-
cupied with people going some-
place they were not, and it oc-
curred to me that millions of
people in these good ole United

States aren’t satisfied with
where they are.  Otherwise,
why would they be going some-
place else?  With the price of
gas the way it is, it would seem
we should get to where we are
satisfied and just hang out
there for a while.  But we’re

not, so we hop in
the car and go some-
place else to not be
satisfied.  AH
HAAA!  A teachable
moment!

My daughter was
not impressed.  She
had to bring up the
ridiculous notion
that if all these
people were not sat-
isfied with where
they were, then WE
must not be satis-
fied with where we

were because we were going
someplace else.  Silly child.  So
young and unaware of the in-
tricacies of the adult father in-
tellect, she had failed to con-
sider the fact that I am always
right.  If I had come across this
wisdom of scripture about
teaching children when she was
a baby, she would have ex-
claimed how proud she was to
have such a genius father.  But
now she just thinks for herself
and I am to blame.

I mentioned this to my wife,
hoping for some tag-team
parenting, and she just dis-
missed the idea as too ludi-
crous to invest even a moment
of her time to properly con-
sider my nugget of wisdom.
Perhaps I shouldn’t have woke
her at three in the morning to
elicit her support.  Surely there
must be something in the Bible
about wives always agreeing
with their husbands.  We did
get in a bit of exercise, but I
finally lost her by hiding in the
neighbor’s barn.  I was unaware
that she could run so fast in a
nightgown while swinging a
frying pan.  I was not im-
pressed.  Her parents may not
have read that scripture about
teaching children either, so I
probably shouldn’t bring it up.
I don’t need issues with the in-
laws, especially since my
mother-in-law is such a fantas-
tic cook and my father-in-law
hasn’t killed me.  It’s these little
trade-offs that make our rela-
tionship work.

The bright side of this story
is that my truck has plenty of
liquid gold in it to get me to a
pretty decent little fishing hole.
However, I know that will only
satisfy me for a moment, or at
least until the fish stop biting.
I might even check out one of
those books in the Bible.  Maybe
there is something that speaks
about being satisfied.

Master's Builders work in Arkansas
The Master's Builders began

work at Beech Street Baptist,
Crossett, Arkansas, on June
24th.They were there to help
with work on a fellowship hall
with 2 bathrooms, kitchen and
pantry. The first week was very
hot with temps and the heat
index above 100, but the Lord
sent cooler temps for the 2nd
week which made it much bet-
ter for the workers. The crew
was made up of 16 Master's
Builders and 5 or 6 men from

Beech Street who were there
every day. There were 2 first-
time workers on this job, they
were Jim Boggs of Clanton,
Alabama and Bob Samuels of
Hope, Arkansas. Thank you to
all these men.

Thanks also to Bro. Red
Wells who was the building
coordinator for Beech Street.
Tammy Kilcrease and Tasha
Laughlin coordinated the noon
meals for us and the ladies of
Beech Street fed us well! Thank

you ladies for the food and fel-
lowship.

The church also kept the men
in water, gatorade, and sodas.
Pastor Donnie DuBose is
blessed with a wonderful
church!

Beech Street put us and our
RVs up at Crossett Harbor RV
Park, which is about 8 miles
west of Crossett. What a beau-
tiful place!

While we were at Beech
Street, some of our ladies had
the opportunity to sit in on the
67th Jim Jeffress Gospel Mu-
sic School. It was being held at
the church and what a blessing
to see all the young people and
adults learning to sing har-
mony parts, sight read, lead
music, and much more.

What a wonderful time we
Master's Builders enjoyed at
Beech Street. The work was
hot and tiring, but the fellow-
ship we enjoy with each other
and all the new friends we meet
at our churches, make it worth
it all.

If you feel that you would like to come and join us on
a job and see if this is a ministry you would like to
become a part of or if you church has building needs
that the Master's Builders could help with, contact
Office Coordinator, John Mangum, at 318-202-5155 or
cell 318-607-4100 or Field Coordinator, Eddie Sikes, at
903-725-6549 or cell 479-462-1675
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Moral Action in Washington, D.C.

5th District – Texas and U.S. Con-
gressman Greg Harper- 3rd District –
Mississippi,  who has given Mrs. Adams
and I a tour of the Congress Prayer
Chapel. He and U.S. Senator Roger
Wicker of Mississippi have been an
inspiration.

U.S. Senator Ted Cruz – Junior
Senator from Texas – urged Chris-
tians to voice their support of keeping
the words “under God” in the pledge.
His suggestions are “WRITE YOUR
CONGRESSMAN, CONGRESS-
WOMEN, AND ELECTED OFFI-
CIALS”

Dr. Richard Land stated, “we must
contact as many of our political lead-
ers as possible to share our concerns.
Nothing beats face to face conversa-
tion and debate.”  Dr. Land is the past
president of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention Ethics and Religious Liberty
Commission.

Christians cannot and must not give
up in our desire to lead America in
paths of right living and moral solu-
tions.  Thomas Jefferson, in 1781, from
his notes on the State of Virginia re-
flected:

 “and can the liberties of a nation be
thought secure when we have removed
their only firm basis, a conviction in
the minds of the people that these
liberties are the gift of God?  That they
are not to be violated but with his
wrath?  Indeed I tremble for my coun-
try when I reflect that God is just: that
his justice cannot sleep forever.”

So, no matter the nation, no matter
the century, this truth never changes:
Righteousness exalteth a nation, but
sin is a reproach to any
people….Proverbs 14:34.

“Watchmen on the
Wall Conference”
May 20-24, 2013

Thanks for your prayers as we trav-
eled these many miles to and from
Washington, D.C.  We sensed God’s
presence in the beauty of this land of
ours from Mississippi to the nation’s
capitol.  We were afforded the oppor-
tunity to travel in the van that was

room and prayed for our nation.  We
prayed for Christian leaders with
Godly principles and influence, a re-
turn to Christian foundations and heal-
ing of our land.

The days were filled with meetings
at the conference and the Capitol.  We
had the opportunity to meet with sev-
eral Representatives and Senators.   I
basically discussed with each of these
several items.  My concern of the grow-
ing intolerance of Christianity in our
U.S. government and its administra-
tion; the need to have Christian ex-
pressions in the Congress, Courts, and
in the White House;  and the need to
preserve the two words “under God’ in
the United States Pledge of Allegiance.
The agenda of the ACLU is to have
these two words removed.

All of my meetings with these gentle-
men were brief, but received warmly.

Dr. Adams with Sen. Ted Cruz

Dr. Adams with Rep. Robert Aderholt

Dr. & Mrs. Adams with Rep. Greg Harper

I had the opportunity to meet with:
U.S. Representative Robert Aderholt
– 4th District – Alabama; U.S. Repre-
sentative Joe Barton- 6th District –
Texas; U.S. Representative James
Lankford – 5th District – Oklahoma;
U.S. Representative Jeb Hensarling -

purchased through the “freedom of-
ferings” in 2012.

On Wednesday night, May 22, we
were escorted to the U.S. Capitol for a
tour and Christian legacy presenta-
tion given by Wallbuilders founder,
David Barton.  What an excellent way
to start the “Watchmen on the Wall
Conference” hosted by Tony Perkins.
The focus of the entire conference was
“prayer for our nation and its leaders.”

Needless to say, the meeting was a
gathering of conservative, religious
and excited Christian leadership.  Mrs.
Adams and I looked out over our Capi-
tol from the tenth floor of our hotel

Dr. Adams with (l-r) Rep. Mike McCall, Re. Joe Barton Dr. & Mrs. Adams with Rep. James Lanksford
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Living Right InLiving Right InLiving Right InLiving Right InLiving Right In
An Ungodly WAn Ungodly WAn Ungodly WAn Ungodly WAn Ungodly Worldorldorldorldorld

Understanding how to live
in a fallen world is a challenge
for God’s people. In
Deuteronomy 6, as Moses pre-
pared Israel to pass over into
the promised land and go on
the offensive against the
Canaanites, he gave them some
simple instructions which God
had commanded him to share.
He told them to;  1. Secure
their homes, 2. Serve their God;
and 3. Share the gospel.  In this
article, we look at how he told
them to, “Serve Their God.”“Serve Their God.”“Serve Their God.”“Serve Their God.”“Serve Their God.”

2. He told the people to serve
their God.  Serving God re-
quires that we remember that
He is Lord and we are His sub-
jects.  So many of the New
Testament epistles open with
the phrase, “servant of Jesus
Christ.”  (Greek- Dolos , which
means; slave) Our faith wanes
because our confidence, as sub-
jects, wanes in regard to our
Lord.  As subjects in the King-
dom of God, we have nothing to
worry about.  Serving the Lord
in a fallen world means we have
to have disciplines that we ex-
ercise daily which strengthen

Freedom Mission Ready To Pour Foundation

Missions Update
God is blessing our State Missions efforts.  We are presently

involved directly, through our church planters and indirectly,
through our coordinators, in 12 different church planting projects
throughout the State of Mississippi.  One of the highlights of the
collective progress of all of our missions is to see two of our newest
missions recently baptize their first converts.  Praise the Lord!

I am excited to report to you that as I write this article, we are
making preparations to interview two new missionary candi-
dates in July.  If approved, they will begin working as soon as
August or September.   Our efforts are not limited to new church
plants.  We have also been involved in the preservation of some
of our struggling churches and have been instrumental in help-
ing at least 3 of our churches return from the brink of closure.  In
two other cases where the congregation disbanded and property
was trusted to our care, we have been instrumental in ensuring
that the groups who purchased the property were Baptist groups.

The opportunities ahead of us are equal to the challenges.
Over 1.4 million people in Mississippi are lost or un-churched.
At our present rate of growth, the BMA of Mississippi is growing
faster than any Baptist group in our State.  These are exciting
times that demand additional resources. Our request for addi-
tional resources is being matched with a continual effort to
improve efficiency.   At the Mid-Year meeting of the BMA of
Mississippi, I reported major improvements in our efficiency. I
told you we had achieved sharp reductions in overhead costs and
that we would continue to search for ways to do better.  Since that
time we have prepared a budget for the new year (August ’13 –
July ’14) that, if approved by the Missionary Committee, will
further improve our efficiency by reducing overhead costs an
additional 4%.  This means that 81 cents of every dollar given to
State Missions will go directly to our missionaries.  This is a 36%
increase in what goes directly to our missionaries as compared
to previous years.

We have done much to improve our efficiency but efficiency
alone will not enable us to achieve our goal. We need your
financial support and we need more of it.  The fact is that the
church contributions that we received this year are exactly the
same as the average over the past 13 years.  While some churches
have contributed more and some have contributed less, the
number of churches which give has remained fairly constant
over the past 5 years; 82% contribute something and 18%
contribute nothing.  Much more has been given to special
projects, work funds and debt reduction, but the amount contrib-
uted to the Missions operational fund is historically the same as
the previous 13 years.  The Missions operational fund is the fund
which pays for the missionaries’ salary and benefits.  I pray that
churches not contributing to the operation of State Missions will

Missions Report Continues On Page 7Missions Report Continues On Page 7Missions Report Continues On Page 7Missions Report Continues On Page 7Missions Report Continues On Page 7

our faith as we face the wicked-
ness of a fallen world:

a. Respect who He is – “And
it shall be, when the Lord thy
God shall have brought thee
into the land which he sware
unto thy fathers, to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob…” Vs
10a Ask yourself the question:
Who is he?  He is the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Re-
read those old stories and pay
close attention to the respect
those folks had for their God.

b. Receive what He gives –
“…to give thee great and goodly
cities, which thou buildedst not,
And houses full of all good
things, which thou filledst not,
and wells digged, which thou
diggedst not, vineyards and
olive trees, which thou
plantedst not; when thou shalt
have eaten and be full;…” Vs
10b-11 Ask yourself the ques-
tion: What has He given me?
Things which we did not build,
fill, dig, or plant.  Counting our
blessings is a daily discipline
that keeps us focused on His
goodness and not on the evil of
the world.

c. Remember what He’s
done – “Then beware lest thou
forget the Lord, which brought

thee forth out of the land of
Egypt, from the house of bond-
age.” Vs12  Ask yourself the
question: What has He done?
He has brought me up out of
bondage to sin and saved us by
His grace.  Once we were lost
but now we are found.

d. Remember what He de-
serves- “Thou shalt fear the
Lord thy God, and serve him,
and shalt swear by his name.”
Vs 13 Ask yourself the ques-
tion: What does He deserve?
All things were made by Him
and for Him… He is the owner,
ruler, sovereign of the universe
and beyond.  The passage says
He deserves: fear which speaks
to our attitude, service which
speaks to our actions, swear-
ing  which speaks to our adora-
tion.  Deuteronomy 10:12 –
“And now, Israel, what doth
the LORD thy God require of
thee, but to fear the LORD thy
God, to walk in all his ways,
and to love him, and to serve
the LORD thy God with all thy
heart and with all thy soul,”
Matthew 4:10 – “Then saith
Jesus unto him, Get thee hence,
Satan: for it is written, Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God,
and him only shalt thou
serve.”Jeremiah 4:2 – “And
thou shalt swear, The LORD
liveth, in truth, in judgment,
and in righteousness; and the
nations shall bless themselves
in him, and in him shall they
glory. Shaba (swear) the idea
of repeating a declaration over
and over…. “

e. Remove other distrac-
tions – “Ye shall not go after
other gods, of the gods of the
people which are round about
you;” Vs14 Ask yourself the

question:  Are things that dis-
traction me, “other gods”?  1
John 2:15-17 “Love not the
world, neither the things that
are in the world. If any man
love the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world, the lust of
the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not
of the Father, but is of the world.
And the world passeth away,
and the lust thereof: but he
that doeth the will of God
abideth for ever.”

f. Rely on His provision and
protection -  “And thou shalt do
that which is right and good in
the sight of the Lord: that it
may be well with thee, and that
thou mayest go in and possess
the good land which the Lord
sware unto thy fathers. To cast
out all thine enemies from be-
fore thee, as the Lord hath spo-

ken.” Vs 18-19  Ask yourself
the question: How does He pro-
vide for me and protect me?
According to Malachi 3:11 God
says to those who trust him,
“And I will rebuke the devourer
for your sakes, and he shall not
destroy the fruits of your
ground; neither shall your vine
cast her fruit before the time in
the field, saith the Lord of
hosts.”   2 Samuel 22:2-3 David
said, “…The Lord is my rock,
and my fortress, and my deliv-
erer; The God of my rock; in
him will I trust: he is my shield,
and the horn of my salvation,
my high tower, and my refuge,
my saviour; thou savest me
from violence.”  In my next
article we will explore how
Moses told the children of Is-
rael to, “Share The Gospel” as a
part of “Living Right In An
Ungodly World.”
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GMA Promoter
Beth Caldwell

166 Twin Creek Rd,
Lucedale, MS 39452

601-947-6011

Sunbeam Promoter
Linda Dertinger

132 HowardHill Road,
Soso, MS 39480
601-729-2908

GMA Girls

Mississippi RepresentedMississippi RepresentedMississippi RepresentedMississippi RepresentedMississippi Represented
 at GMA Camp at GMA Camp at GMA Camp at GMA Camp at GMA Camp

by Becky Farmerby Becky Farmerby Becky Farmerby Becky Farmerby Becky Farmer
State GMA PromoterState GMA PromoterState GMA PromoterState GMA PromoterState GMA Promoter

Our state was well repre-
sented at the National GMA
camp.  Our representatives were
Junior Miss GMA Neely Chris-
tian from Bethal Baptist in
Fulton and Miss GMA Paige
Williams from Paramount Bap-
tist in Perkinston.  Paige earned
the title of Alternate National
Miss GMA.  Please pray for both
Neely and Paige as they have
much work to do on the state and
national level.

If any church is interested in
starting a GMA program or have
any questions regarding GMA
please contact me at
Becky@southforrest.org or 601-
596-1005.

Miss GMA Paige Williams and
Miss Junior GMA Neely Christian

Alternate Jr Miss GMA Kamryn Lee, AR; Jr Miss GMA Elizabeth Ricks, TX;
Miss GMA Carley Crisp, AR; Alternate Miss GMA Paige Williams, MS

Sit In The Middle! - SOAR 2013Sit In The Middle! - SOAR 2013Sit In The Middle! - SOAR 2013Sit In The Middle! - SOAR 2013Sit In The Middle! - SOAR 2013

A crowd estimated at over
2500 students and sponsors
gathered in the Dallas
Metroplex at the Gaylord
Texan Resort and Convention
Center for SOAR 2013.
DiscipleGuide Conference Di-
rector, Donny Parrish, set the
stage for the message of the
week early in the conference
when he invited students to
“sit in the middle chair.” “The

analogy is simple but very im-
portant,” said Parrish. “In your
life there are three chairs. In
the chair to your right there
should be someone speaking
into your life the truths of God’s

Word. On your left should be a
chair filled by someone that
you are pouring your life into.
You should always be in the
middle chair.”

SOAR, the annual student
conference in its 24th year of
existence, always chooses a
topic to emphasis during the
week. This year that topic was
the importance God places on
discipleship. “It’s the number

one job of the church. Making
disciples is the one thing that
Jesus called us to do,” Parrish
told the crowd.

Each speaker, musician and
artist followed that theme. The

hosts for SOAR 2013 were the
improv comedy team, Panic
Squad.  Jordan Henderson
added a preface to each session
with his own style of rhythm
preaching. SOAR veteran,
Aaron Williams, led each wor-
ship session. Aaron surren-
dered to worship ministry at a
SOAR Conference 10 years ago.
He now serves as Worship Pas-
tor at Fellowship Bible Church
in Little Rock, Arkansas.

Speakers for SOAR 2013 in-
cluded DiscipleGuide Execu-
tive Director, Scott Attebery,
the Student Pastor of First
Baptist, Magnolia, Arkansas,
Dustin Wisely and Student
Pastor of Bethel Baptist in
Fulton, Mississippi, Tracy
McMillen. All three men
pressed the idea of the need for
discipleship to be given a promi-
nent place in the lives of believ-
ers. The students responded to
the message in an incredible
way. Many were saved. Sev-
eral surrendered to preach.
Multitudes of students made
the commitment to become a
disciple or a disciple maker.

Two of the highlights of the
meeting were concerts by
Grammy and Dove award win-
ner, Lecrae and by The Digital
Age, formerly known as the
David Crowder Band.

SOAR 2013 will go down as
one of the best attended in his-
tory. More importantly, said
Parrish, this conference could
become one of those historic
moments in the BMA. “Our
prayer is that we will be an
association of churches with
disciple making in our DNA.
Our team is praying that this
conference begins a movement
that will spread across our en-
tire association.”

The proverbs of Solomon.
A wise son maketh a glad
father: but a foolish son is
the heaviness of his
mother.

Proverbs 10:1

Texas Pastor Dies
Don A. Hogan, 65, of

Henrietta, passed away on Sat-
urday, June 29, 2013 in Wichita
Falls. Funeral services were held
July 2, 2013 at the Davis Fu-
neral Home Chapel in Henrietta,
with Robert Slaton, pastor of the
Bellevue Baptist Church in
Bellevue officiating and Ricky
Kerr, pastor of the Missionary
Baptist Church in St. Jo assist-
ing .

Hogan was born on December
29, 1947 in Dumas to Lawrence
D. and Ruth L. (Holloway)
Hogan. He married Linda Dickey
on July 29, 1966 in Mobeetie and
proudly served in the U. S. Navy.

Hogan retired from the Texas
Department of Highways and
Public Transportation as a Main-
tenance Supervisor and worked
for the Henrietta Independent
School District. He was pastor of
the North Side Missionary Bap-
tist Church in Nocona.

Survivors include his wife,
Linda Hogan of Henrietta; one
daughter, Jana Gill and her hus-
band James of Henrietta; two
sons, Larry Hogan and his wife
Janissa of Henrietta and Steve
Hogan of Wichita Falls; seven
grandchildren; one brother, Ken-
neth Hogan of Henrietta; two
sisters, Charlotte Foran and her
husband Richard of Las Vegas,
Nev. and Mary Rhoades of Bowie.
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begin to do so and those who
have us in their budget will
increase what they give.

High Attendance and TotalHigh Attendance and TotalHigh Attendance and TotalHigh Attendance and TotalHigh Attendance and Total
Offerings For The Month ofOfferings For The Month ofOfferings For The Month ofOfferings For The Month ofOfferings For The Month of
MarchMarchMarchMarchMarch
Church Planters
Bob Burch - 32 - $1,050.00
Bobby Elliott - 33 - $2,014.00
Justin Rhodes - 19 - $715.00
Kelby Johnson - 19 - $701.00
Ray Boone - 44 - $1,696.00
Sidney Farmer -46 - $5,662.00

Hispanic Missions - South
Hattiesburg 16 - $521.00
Biloxi - 12  -  N/A
Laurel - 109 - $6,686.00 (Pas-
tor Estuardo Marroquin, Coor-
dinator)

Hispanic Missions - North
Tupelo - 23 - $284.00
Oxford - 24 - N/A
Ripley - 94 - $4,796.00 (Pas-
tor Elvis Garcia, Coordinator)

African American Missions
Indianola-63 - $1,630.00
Olive Branch- 16 - $1,875.00
Cleveland - 20 - $3,689.00
(Pastor Ed DuVall, Coordina-
tor)

Collectively, our missionar-
ies reported 450 new contacts
made in June, 16 professions of
faith and 3 baptisms and 6
joined by letter.

Delta Association to MeetDelta Association to MeetDelta Association to MeetDelta Association to MeetDelta Association to Meet
I am looking forward to meet-

ing with the churches of the
Delta Association on July 20th
at 10:00 am at Homestretch in
Cleveland, MS.  I enjoy visiting
our local associations.

Freedom Mission ReadyFreedom Mission ReadyFreedom Mission ReadyFreedom Mission ReadyFreedom Mission Ready
To Pour FoundationTo Pour FoundationTo Pour FoundationTo Pour FoundationTo Pour Foundation

Bro. Bobby Elliott reports
that he has completed all of the
ground work necessary to pour

the foundation for their new
building.  Bro. Bobby and I will
be meeting with Bro. Jack
Mitchell, Leader of the Missis-
sippi Classic Builder, next week
to determine how the Classic
Builders can assist in this build-
ing project.

Revolving Loan FundRevolving Loan FundRevolving Loan FundRevolving Loan FundRevolving Loan Fund
(as of June 30th and since Au-
gust 1, 2012)

Gross assets are now at
$17,446,290.00, an increase of
$2,016,889.00. Net assets are
now at $2,949,087.00, an in-
crease of $228,590.00. We have
opened 38 new investment ac-
counts totaling $1,497,996. We
have 12 new loans totaling
$3,055,948.00.  We presently
have 5 additional loans that
have been approved and are
pending disbursement of funds
totaling $1,089,000.00. While
we do have sufficient funds to
service these loans, it is time
for us to let you know that we
could use additional funds for
future loans. I would like to
encourage our churches that
have static accounts, such as
accounts that are on deposit
with a bank but have low to no
activity, for example; cemetery
funds, long term building
funds, foundation funds, etc.,
to consider placing that money
on deposit with the Revolving
Loan Fund.  This will enable us
to continue to service loans and
be a blessing to our churches.
Our fund continues to pay
2.67% (2.7% APY) to investor’s
accounts.  Investment accounts
can be opened by churches or
individuals. If you have ques-
tions you can contact us at
rlf@bmams.org or call 601-428-
8616.

Visit Our WebsiteVisit Our WebsiteVisit Our WebsiteVisit Our WebsiteVisit Our Website
and Facebook Pageand Facebook Pageand Facebook Pageand Facebook Pageand Facebook Page

Our website is
www.bmams.org. Like our
Facebook page at https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
bmamsmissions.

MissionsMissionsMissionsMissionsMissions
from page 5from page 5from page 5from page 5from page 5

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

I Don’t Have Time!
“I’m so stressed out.” “ There

is no way I am going to get
everything done by the time I
need to”.  These two statements
are usually followed by a rant
of how you need help.  You go
on and on about how you are
overwhelmed with all the
things you must do.  You are
busy, busy, busy.  If I didn’t
know any better, I would think
that Americans are too busy.
But how did we get into this
predicament?  It’s never our
fault is it?  It is all these other
people that have put demands
on your time, right?  Or is it a
possibility that we did it to our-
selves.  We allowed, for what-
ever reason, to over-book, over-
commit, overdo and overwork
by choices we allowed into our
life? No, no, no.  We
can’t ever ac-
cept responsi-
bility for our
own lives.  It is
an absolute ne-
cessity to blame
everyone else for
the mess we are
in.  We have to do
it all.  (Sarcasm)

There are many
people who see be-
ing busy as a trait to be ad-
mired.  People actually want
everyone else to know they are
too busy.  “Can’t talk right now.
I am too busy.”  “Can’t help you
right now.  I am too busy.”
Some people may not even re-
alize at a conscious level that
they get too busy for a reason.
They need to boost their self-
esteem. If people think they
are too busy then they will see
that I am important.  This is an
exercise in self-centeredness
that ends with exhaustion and
irritability.   For whatever rea-
son, being busy all the time is
unhealthy and unholy.  In Exo-
dus, Chapter 18,  Jethro has to
inform Moses that he is too
busy. Jethro ask Moses why do
you sit all day working with
every single person and get
overwhelmed like that.  Moses
tells Jethro that he has to do
this because no one else will.
He is the only one to do it. Kind
of like people today when they
say, “If it wasn’t for me doing
all of this around here, I guess
nothing would get done.”
Sound familiar?  But Jethro
tells Moses in verse 17, 18: “And
Moses father in law said unto
him, the thing that thou doest
is not good. Thou will surely
wear away, both thou, and this
people that is with thee: for
this thing is too heavy for thee;

thou are not able to perform it
thyself alone.”  Good Godly
advice that we should all take
heed.

The Bible states in I Peter
5:8 that Satan is like a roaring
lion walking about seeking
whom he may devour.  Well,
the lion has no trouble over-
taking a tired sheep.  If you are
too busy all the time you will

suffer physically
and emotionally
from it.  The devil
will overtake you
and discourage
you.  He will just
pile on.  You will
be over-
whelmed with
stress, which
will lead to ir-
r i t a b i l i t y ,

anxiety and the abil-
ity to snap at others without
hardly any provocation.  Ev-
eryone irritates you.  You get
so exasperated.  Traffic and
lines of people bother you.  You
increasingly become impatient
with others who infringe upon
your precious time.  Satan
wants us to be too busy because
then we will not only have more
arguments and hurt our rela-
tionships with others around
us, but we will also neglect our

daily bread.
You see, when we are too

busy we don’t have time to
study the Word like we should.
We pray, but not as long or as
frequently as the Bible tell us
to and as much as God desires
for us to.  We certainly don’t
have time to serve like we
should.  Some people however,
over serve out of a need to make
themselves feel better and that
is why they become too busy.
We should serve God out of
OVERFLOW and not out of
OVERWORK.   Colossians 3:23
states that we should do all of
our work for the Lord and not
for the approval of people.
Sometimes we Christians may
have good intentions, but our
service is more about making
us feel important than it is
about bringing God glory.  And
this was Moses’ problem.  He
was serving God, but was over-
doing it out of a sense of self
importance.

You control your timeYou control your timeYou control your timeYou control your timeYou control your time.  Man-
age your time wisely.  Learn to
say “no”.  You don’t have to do
everything for everybody.
Maybe God wants someone else
to do it, but they don’t because
you are always stepping in and
doing it.  Set limits.  You are
still a valuable person to God
without having to earn your
way into His favor.  If you or
your family are too busy, then
you are going to have to pray
and seek God and cut some
things out.  It won’t be easy.
Some things will be pleasur-
able.   Some will be important.
But peace and tranquility in
this life are more important

just talking to each other sit-
ting outside under a shade tree
or in chairs on a porch.  These
are the best times of family
building believe or not.

Close families are not those
that chase from one event to
another.  They are families that
take time to eat together at
home, pray together and sit
around and just visit and watch
fireflies and stars come out in
the evening sky.  Do yourself a
favor.  Gather your family or
friends around and tonight go
outside and do nothing.  You
better learn to come apart from
the world or you will fall apart!

than “doing” all the time.
Are you a “human being” or

a “human doing”?  There are
two yokes you can wear.
Satan’s yoke is called “busy”.
B-U-S-Y.  It stands for Bound
Under Satan’s Yoke.  Jesus has
a yoke in Matthew 11:29.  His
yoke is rest for your soul.  It is
unhealthy for you to overdo.  It
will wear you out. It is unholy
for you to overdo.  Your family
will have to not do some sports,
some eating out, some going
over to friends constantly or
doing entertainment venues all
weekend. Try having you and
your kids being content with
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News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Shiloh Revival SetShiloh Revival SetShiloh Revival SetShiloh Revival SetShiloh Revival Set
Shiloh Baptist Church of Mt.

Olive, Mississippi, will hold its
revival beginning Sunday, July
28 through Wednesday, July
31. The evangelist will be Bro.
Grover Laird of Fulton, Missis-
sippi. Sunday services will be
at 10:50 Sunday morning and
6:00 p.m. Sunday evening.
Weekday services will be held
at 7:00 each evening.

Pastor Dewitt Bain and the
membership of Shiloh Baptist
Church invite all to come and
worship.

Midway Church sets revivalMidway Church sets revivalMidway Church sets revivalMidway Church sets revivalMidway Church sets revival
Midway Baptist Church, lo-

cated on Hwy 98, east of
McLain, will be in  revival ser-
vices August 4-9.. Bro Ken
Riley, Pastor of Lebanon Bap-
tist in Laurel, will be the
speaker. Services will begin at
7:00 p.m. Monday - Friday.

Justin Cameron, pastor

Tombigbee MeetsTombigbee MeetsTombigbee MeetsTombigbee MeetsTombigbee Meets
The Tombigbee Association

met July 11,2013 at South
Green Baptist Church. The
meeting opened in prayer by
Bro. Blake McCain. The mes-

sage was brought by Bro. Gary
Smith "What mean these
stones" with text taken from
Joshua 4:19-24.

Reports brought by Bro.
Sidney Davis, Bro.Bob Burch,
and Bro.Bobby Elliott. We had
9 churches represented with
49 messengers and 5 visitors.

Harmony holds July meetingHarmony holds July meetingHarmony holds July meetingHarmony holds July meetingHarmony holds July meeting
The Harmony Association

met at Bethel Baptist Church
in Fulton on July 12.  After a
time of food and fellowship the
services opened with a welcome
from Bro. Kevin Clayton, pas-
tor.  This was followed by con-
gregational singing and spe-
cial music.  The evening mes-
sage was brought by Bro. Don
Thomburg, pastor of Westview
in Oxford.

 After the message the busi-
ness meeting was called to or-
der by Bro. Mike Smith, mod-
erator.  A roll call of the
churches showed 7 churches
present with 53 in attendance,
and 6 visitors.  The minutes
and treasurer's reports were
read and approved.  The next
meeting will be at Big Oak in
Fulton, with Bro Grover Laird,
elected as speaker with Tommy
Schroder as alternate.  Bro.
Ricky Johnson gave a report on
the recently completed church
camp.  Missionaries Bobby
Elliott, Bob Burch and Kelby
Johnson gave reports on their
work.  Bro. Mark Jones gave a
report on State Gallieans and
Sidney Davis gave a report on
the Children’s Home.  Bro.
Kevin Clayton read a report
from Bro. Geraldson on state
missions.

Bro Mike Smith, Moderator
Tony Marolt, Reporter

Harmony Association Has Successful Camp
The Harmony

Baptist Camp met at
Tishomingo State
Park on June 17-19.
Our theme this year
was "God MADE,
OWNS, SAVES &
KEEPS Us” based on
Romans 14:7-8.
There were 88 full-
time campers with a
high attendance of
96. We had two pro-
fessions of faith!
Brother Matt
Hudson, Pastor of
Hopewell Baptist
Church was the camp
speaker. Donica
Phifer from Shady
Grove Baptist
Church and Charles Sanderson
from First Baptist Church,
Mantachie were in charge of
the music. The Lord blessed us
with a great camp again this

year! I want to say thank you
again to Brother Matt, to the
musicians, the teachers, spon-
sors and workers that helped
make our camp a success again

this year.
God Bless,
Eddie Boutwell
Camp Director

The Eliezer, Ana & Liaana
Brito-Semedo missionary fam-
ily recently visited churches in
Mississippi sharing informa-
tion and soliciting support for
their field of Thailand. They
visited First Baptist Church of
Shady Grove, Laurel, recently
and are pictured with Pastor
Danny Pitts.

Missionaries to
Thailand Visit

Alternative to Boy Scouts will be biblically based
OneNewsNow.com -OneNewsNow.com -OneNewsNow.com -OneNewsNow.com -OneNewsNow.com - A new,
biblically based organization is
rapidly falling into place to pro-
vide an alternative to parents
and children who were disen-
franchised when the Boy Scouts
of America opened its gates for
homosexual members.

OnMyHonor.net has an-
nounced that a convention will
be staged in September in
Nashville to provide formal
details about the new organi-
zation and to unveil its name.
Rob Green has been appointed
as the interim executive direc-
tor. He stated during a telecon-
ference yesterday that the new
organization's membership
policy "will focus on sexual pu-
rity rather than sexual orien-
tation."

During that teleconference,
Green said the group's mission
is simple and clear: "To guide
generations of courageous
young men to honor God, lead
with integrity, serve others,
and experience outdoor adven-
ture."

Green's appointment fol-
lowed a secret meeting late last
month in Louisville, Kentucky,
of nearly 50 veteran Scout lead-
ers, representatives from ma-
jor faith denominations, and
national organizations con-
cerned with youth and fami-
lies. Randy Sharp, director of
special projects for the Ameri-

can Family Association, at-
tended that meeting and tells
OneNewsNow that more than
just parents and boys have ex-
pressed interest in the new
group.

Sharp, Randy (AFA)"There's
a lot of interest, especially
among churches who currently
charter a Boy Scout unit but
are going to turn in that char-
ter between now and the end of
the year," he explains. "So
they're looking for an alternate
program for their youth and
their church that includes a lot
of the outdoor and character-
based skills."

According to Sharp, there is
no mistake in that the new or-
ganization will be biblically
based for the young boys in the
organization, as well as for
those in leadership roles.

"All leaders, whether they
be on a unit level, a district
level, or a national level, will be
required to sign a statement of
Christian faith," he points out.
"So it's biblically-based; it's bib-
lically sound."

The convention in Septem-
ber will set the stage for char-
ter applications in November,
and the organization will be
officially launched January 1.

Security expert: Churches should train
to 'shoot the guy,' not throw chairs

OneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.com - The federal government
has issued guidelines for houses of worship
when there is an active shooter inside.

Chuck Chadwick of the National Organiza-
tion of Church Security and Safety Manage-
ment has read the report, which recommends
in part the "Run, Hide, Fight" concept.

"I didn't see anywhere in it where it says
Shoot the guy," Chadwick tells OneNewsNow.

Instead, according to the security expert,
the feds recommend training, write a plan,
and then incapacitate the shooter using items
such as fire extinguishers or by throwing
chairs.

But shooting back at the shooter is the truly
effective way of stopping the shooting, he
says, unless the shooter turns his weapon on
himself.

"Instead of run, hide, fight, to me it's draw,
aim, fire," says Chadwick, whose Texas-based
organization operates a training program
called Gatekeepers.

His advice to churches is to train church
members as armed security through
Gatekeepers, which trains volunteers or paid
staff to follow state requirements to allow an
armed bodyguard on church grounds.

He says training is the key - and not just
people with concealed-carry permits and their
weapons.

"It'd be great to have law enforcement there,"
Chadwick  says, "but most of our churches
either can't afford to have a law enforcement
person or they don't have a law enforcement
person in their congregation."
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