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SOAR 2012 was held July
4th through July 6th in Grape-
vine, Texas at the Gaylord
Texan Resort. Well over 2,000
students at-
tended the
three-day con-
ference along
with many other
workers and
visitors.  Of
those 2,000 stu-
dents, dozens
were saved and
many more
made life com-
mitments.  This
years theme was
“White Fields”
and was in-
spired by John
4:35 which
reads, “Do you
not say, ‘There
are still four
months and
then comes the
harvest’? Be-
hold, I say to
you, lift up your
eyes and look at the fields, for
they are already white for har-
vest!”

SOAR began a day early for
over 400 students as SOAR
SERVES teamed up with Mis-
sion Arlington, a ministry that
helps feed, clothe and share
the message of Christ to the
inner city of Arlington.  Stu-
dents spent their day minis-
tering in the many massive
apartment complexes in the
Arlington area. They helped
clean the grounds and in the
afternoon did a backyard Bible
studies for the children living

in each facility. Mrs. Tilly
Bergren, former missionary to
South Korea and the 75-year-
old Director of Mission Arling-
ton, met with the students be-
fore they began their missions
on July 3rd. She asked the
students to quote with her John

3:16. “Do you know what the
most important word in that
scripture is? The word “whoso-
ever”! Today you get to minis-
ter to the whosoevers,” Mrs.
Bergren told the students.

Hundreds of more students
and youth groups arrived the
next day.  SOAR’S the first
session kicked with a bang as
worship leader Aaron Williams
took the stage with his band.
Williams has lead worship at
SOAR many times and, as al-
ways, did an outstanding job
leading in worship with great
songs, both new and old.

Sand Artist Joe Castillo min-
istered before both of the ses-
sions on the first day.  Castillo
uses black volcanic sand to tell
stories.  Castillo’s art form is
comparable to “The Jesus
Painter”, except he uses sand
and every stroke is choreo-

graphed to mu-
sical scores, ul-
timately pro-
voking huge
emotions from
his audience.
Joe is currently
a finalist on the
national NBC
t e l e v i s i o n
s h o w ,
“America’s Got
Talent.” He has
a long tenure as
a pastor,
church planter
and as a Chris-
tian Artist.
Rap artist Jor-

dan Henderson
took the stage
and presented
a summary of
the message in
the form of a
spoken word

poem before Todd West, Lead
Pastor at Oasis Church in
Maumelle, Arkansas delivered
each sermon.  Not only did
Todd speak powerfully about
missions internationally, na-
tionally, and locally, he also
provided practical examples
that students could identify
with and apply to their lives.
God moved after each message
and as students responded by
filling the alter for prayer and
counseling.

Louis Ortega, Director of
Programming for Lifeword
Media Ministries, took the
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stage one night and gave his
testimony during one of the
sessions.  Ortega encouraged
the youth by telling them about
how a 16-year-old boy shared
the message of salvation with
his family and led Ortega’s
family to the Lord.

One of the highlights of
SOAR 2012 was a concert by
Christian Music Artist, Lin-
coln Brewster. Brewster not
shared his amazing guitar and
music writing skills, (many of
his songs are sung in church
worship services all over the
world each week), but he also
shared his testimony. God has
taken Lincoln from being the
lead guitarist for the rock
group, Journey, to being a wor-

ship leader in a local church in
California. Brewster is a world-
class musician.

God did not hesitate to show
up and show off this year at
SOAR.  “SOAR was great this
year.  God really did work
through the conference to do
some big things in our group.
We had one saved, another
surrender her life to missions
and several others realize the
great need to boldly share the
gospel with all people.”, said
Noah Hill, youth pastor of
Immanuel Baptist Church in
Camden Arkansas.

To receive the latest infor-
mation and updated about
SOAR 2013, follow
@soarconference on Twitter.
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DiscipleGuide Church ResourcesDiscipleGuide Church ResourcesDiscipleGuide Church ResourcesDiscipleGuide Church ResourcesDiscipleGuide Church Resources

We expect to begin distribu-
tion of the 2012-13 edition of
the BMAA Directory and
Handbook in early August. In
recent years we’ve made a
number of improvements in
content and design and this
year will be no exception.

You might have noticed that
Section III (Local, District, and
Sate Associations) in last year’s
edition had different content.
This is the section that tradi-
tionally contains a listing of
BMAA churches by association
and statistical data from the
churches. For years, this por-
tion and others were
outsourced. We have now com-
pleted the changeover to in-
house production, a savings of
$5,000 per year. Section III in
the new 2012-13 Directory and

Handbook will be as you re-
member it.

DiscipleGuide Information
Services is being supported by
less than one-third of the
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From The
Mind of

Chuck Lee

churches. We are striving to
increase income while lower-
ing expenses. Just a small one-
time offering each year will
make a large difference.

This year the Directory and
Handbook will be available for
purchase and must be ordered.
Copies will not be mailed out
automatically as in years past.
Please place your order soon. If
you need one book, order it for
$20.00 plus shipping and han-
dling, two books for $40.00 plus
shipping and handling, etc.

Order by calling customer
service at 800-333-1442, or
online at
www.DiscipleGuide.org. Click
on “Information Services.”

DirectoryDirectoryDirectoryDirectoryDirectory
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1

P.E.T.O.M.
“People for the ethical treat-

ment of mosquitoes” was the
shout from the side of the high-
way where the mosquito truck
was about to make his way!  It
was a small contin-
gency of people that
had organized their
vigilante uprising
against the mos-
quito killers of the
world.  I watched as
the truck drew near,
wondering how
bored or mentally
unstable a person
would have to be to
stand on the side of
the road at dusk
protesting the mur-
der of mosquitoes.  I had an
excuse, namely, that I wanted
to watch all these looney tunes
get “fogged” as the ‘sqeeter’
truck passed by.  Being the
type of person that is easily
amused, it seemed like a pretty
good time with little expense.

“Children, don’t get too close”
I warned!  My family and I had
front row seats to the spec-
tacle.  Lawn chairs were pulled
out, some corn was popped, a

football was being
thrown, and copi-
ous amounts of bug
spray was
slathered and
sprayed on bare
arms and legs.  One
of the angrier of the
protesters threw
me a glare when I
murdered one of
their kindred spir-
its by slapping it
as it landed on my
forehead.  In all

fairness, lil’ Paul , my youngest
child, played Taps  on his trum-
pet as each mosquito fell to the
onslaught of Lee hands.  I think
it was Taps, but with him one
can never be sure.

I don’t want you to get the
impression that these were just

a bunch of hippie protesters
just looking for an opportunity
to protest something.  These
were serious bug lovers
that felt humans had
invaded the insect
world and had
waged warfare on
innocent six-
legged natives.  It
looked like a few of
them even allowed
colonies to live in their
beards.  No!  These were
eight men and women
that had given up their after-
noon to supply my family with
our nightly entertainment.
There was the local mortician,
tax collector, and owner of
Jimbo’s Beauty Salon.  The
other seven were miscreants
and I think Jimbo just some-
how got slickered into coming
to the protest.  But it still makes
you wonder just how much a
person has to inhale to want to
go protest the killing of mos-
quitoes.  I’m pretty sure this
was some of the same crowd we
went to see last year for our
summer vacation that was pro-
testing the Anti-abortion

crowd.
“Well, kiddos, vacation time

is over.  Let’s pack her on up
and head back home.”
I could tell the kids

were visibly upset
that our summer
vacation was
ending.  But like

I told them, they
needed to be thank-
ful that they get a
vacation like this.
Some parents bring
their kids to Disney

World or to the beach or the
mountains.  I thought I noticed
my middle girl, Faith, shudder
at the thought of having to go
to one of these places.  It makes
me feel kind of, well, special to
know I am raising my family to
avoid the cultural and social
human traps that have been
set on an unsuspecting world.
(And saving a few bucks, heh,
heh, heh).

“Next year we might get to
go see them protest Farmer
Bob’s dairy farm cause his cows
are emitting too much…
uh…maybe we’ll go to the
mountains.”

Dallas HolmDallas HolmDallas HolmDallas HolmDallas Holm
In ConcertIn ConcertIn ConcertIn ConcertIn Concert

Dove Winner, Grammy
Nominee & Gospel Hall

of Fame Inductee
FBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay Springs
Friday, August 10th

At 7:00 p.m.
Love will be received

Will Jesus Give One A Better Life Here?
A Sermon by Dr. Grover LairdA Sermon by Dr. Grover LairdA Sermon by Dr. Grover LairdA Sermon by Dr. Grover LairdA Sermon by Dr. Grover Laird

Notice what Jesus said about
our subject: "The thief cometh
not, but for to steal, and to kill,
and to destroy: I am come that
they might have life, and that
they might have it more abun-
dantly." (John 10:10)

There is a belief among many
today that to become a Chris-
tian doesn’t assure one of a
better life here. They witness
all of the trouble that some
professed Christians are expe-
riencing, and they wonder if
salvation makes any difference
after all.

Often sinners are promised
better days if they will believe
in Jesus. They pray some type
of a prayer and make some
type of a profession, but they
continue to have problems and
experience sorrows. What is the
answer? I will try to address
that question in this little
preachment. I want to begin by
strongly affirming that...

I. Jesus Does Give One A Bet-I. Jesus Does Give One A Bet-I. Jesus Does Give One A Bet-I. Jesus Does Give One A Bet-I. Jesus Does Give One A Bet-
ter Life Hereter Life Hereter Life Hereter Life Hereter Life Here

Jesus promised sinners that
they would be given life when
they received Him as their Sav-
ior. (Read our text again.) We
can, therefore, expect salvation
to move sinners from death,
(separation from God) to ever-
lasting life. (a relationship with

God, or in God ) The Bible re-
peatedly speaks of sinners pass-
ing “from death unto life.” (John
5:24; I John 3:14; Ephesians
2:1) Life is surely better than
death, even in this world.

Jesus also promised, in our
text, that this new life in Christ
could be abundant. This means,
while coming to Jesus will give
one life, living for Jesus will
make it an abundant life.   Many
Scriptures speak of the new
life in Christ making this life
better, and multitudes have
found it to be true.

Psalm 37 gives us many ways
that the new life in Christ is
better than the broad way that
“leadeth to destruction.” Read
the chapter and notice the
many advantages of being one
of the righteous. In Psalm 1,
the Psalmist contrast the righ-
teous and the ungodly. Read it
and notice the difference. In
Christ’s Sermon on the Mount,
He gives a list of blessings that
are in  reach of all who become
Christians.  Read it in Mat-
thew 5:1-12.  Read the Book of
Proverbs and notice how the
righteous have a better life in
this world than the unrigh-
teous.

Consider a few of the bless-
ings that are enjoyed only by
Christians. For one thing, when

one is saved he has new help in
overcoming the sins around
him. When one is made a new
creature in Christ and indwelt
by the Holy Spirit, he has a
strong pull to do right, even
greater than the outward pull
to do wrong . (Galatians 5:17)
(This can change, however, if
one favors the flesh and
quenches the Spirit. I
Thessalonians 5:19; I Peter
2:11; Galatians 5:16)

Along with this help, one can
call to Heaven and get extra
grace, or help, at any time. This
will deliver one from the pains
that come from sowing to the
flesh and reaping corruption.
(Galatians 6:7,8)

Another advantage of being
a Christian is, one has access to
“the peace of God which passeth
all understanding...."
(Philippians 4:7) This is a price-
less blessing and is only avail-
able to God’s children. (John
14: 27) The list of blessings that
are available only for God’s chil-
dren goes on and on. But there
is a second truth that needs to
be considered here.

II. Jesus Does Not Promise UsII. Jesus Does Not Promise UsII. Jesus Does Not Promise UsII. Jesus Does Not Promise UsII. Jesus Does Not Promise Us
A Carefree Life On EarthA Carefree Life On EarthA Carefree Life On EarthA Carefree Life On EarthA Carefree Life On Earth

A person can get excited
about his new-found peace in
Christ and begin to feel that

most of his suffering is over.
But the Bible doesn’t say that.
The Bible rather teaches,
“many are the afflictions of the
righteous.”(Psalm 34:19) It
teaches that we must  “through
much tribulation enter into the
kingdom of God." (Acts 14:22)
It teaches that it is given unto
us in the behalf of Christ, “ not
only to believe on him, but also
to suffer for his sake;"
(Philippians 1:29) It seems that
Paul practiced explaining this
to young converts. (I
Thessalonians 3:4; Acts
14:21,22)

When the Lord called Paul
to preach He said, "For I will
show him how great things he
must suffer for my name's
sake." (Acts 9:16) In referring
to some trouble that came to
him in Asia Paul wrote, “...we
were pressed out of measure,
above strength, insomuch that
we despaired even of life:" (2
Corinthians 1:8) Paul wrote
concerning a faithful servant
of the Lord and said, "Because
for the work of Christ he was
nigh unto death, not regarding
his life, to supply your lack of
service toward me."
(Philippians 2:30)  A person
can therefore become a faith-
ful Christian and still experi-
ence many afflictions. But

there is a third truth we need
to also consider.

III. Christians Can Be HappyIII. Christians Can Be HappyIII. Christians Can Be HappyIII. Christians Can Be HappyIII. Christians Can Be Happy
amidst Their Sorrowamidst Their Sorrowamidst Their Sorrowamidst Their Sorrowamidst Their Sorrow

A dedicated Christian often
suffers “in the behalf of Christ,”
(Philippians 1:29) or, for
Christ’s sake. (Matthew 5:11)
And joy is a normal reaction to
this suffering. Joy now, and joy
later– "But rejoice, inasmuch
as ye are partakers of Christ's
sufferings; that, when his glory
shall be revealed, ye may be
glad also with exceeding joy."
(1 Peter 4:13)

If our afflictions come to try
us, we should also rejoice. These
trials will bring us blessings.
The Bible says, “My brethren,
count it all joy when ye fall into

continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3
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News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Southeastern
Baptist College

4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Joseph Harris
Interim

President

Friends of Southeastern
Now on FaceBook

Ever wonder what happened
to that college friend from yes-
teryear and what he or she is
doing now? About a year and a
half ago, God burdened Daryl
Rhoden about a project to re-
connect former students of
SBC. He contacted us for in-
put, then began publishing the
Friends of Southeastern News-
letter from his home in Apple
Valley, California on, Febru-
ary 17, 2011. Over 700 copies of
the last edition were emailed
and snail mailed. The website
is http://mysite.verizon.net/
drt60718/index.html

There is also a FaceBook
page. Just go to FaceBook and
type in Friends of Southeast-
ern and it will take you to it.
Join this page today and get
reconnected with people you

t h o u g h t
dropped off the
planet. They
may be think-
ing the same
about you. You
can even post
current pic-
tures of your-
self, if you dare.
The membership on this
FaceBook page is growing fast.

Thanks so much to Daryl for
all this work. He has put in
many, many hours and has
more enthusiasm now than
from the beginning. The news-
letter and FaceBook page have
both already reconnected many
people who otherwise might not
have gotten together. This work
will bear fruit for many years
to come. FOS also keeps people
informed of current happen-
ings and needs of SBC.

Dorm Project
Just as God raised up Daryl

for this vital work of the Friends
of Southeastern newsletter, I
am praying God will burden
someone for another need we
have on campus. Hilbun Hall,
the men’s dormitory, is in great
need of renovation. About ten
years ago, we totally renovated
the downstairs of Granberry
Hall for the ladies, upgrading
it to one of the finest dormito-
ries in Mississippi. Now Hilbun
Hall, and especially the down-
stairs, is in dire need of renova-
tion. A work crew of men vol-
unteering their time and tal-
ents would be a great blessing.
All carpet needs ripping out,
new floor covering installed,
walls needs painting and there
needs to be some ceiling work.
The downstairs bathroom
needs totally renovating and
updating.

This work could be done in
stages over the next few
months, if this much time was
needed, so as to accommodate
the schedules and availability
of volunteer work crews. We
could house all male students
upstairs to make the down-
stairs available for the work
throughout the coming semes-

ter. All crews would be fed
meals and housing provided if
there was a need to stay over-
night. Someone reading this
may have the time, talent and
organizational skills to head
up this project. I am praying
for such a person to contact me
and come look at the dorm to
assess the need.

Special Emphasis
The plan of 100 churches giv-

ing $200 each for a goal of
$20,000 is underway. Some
have already sent their Special
Emphasis offering early to help
with the June deficit. These all
will be mentioned at a later
date. I asked our churches  to
consider taking a special offer-
ing  on a day designated as
Southeastern Sunday on either
July 15 or August 12. Some
have already begun. I received
in the mail the letter I initially
sent to the Oak Grove Baptist
church and Pastor John Grimes
in Lucedale with a check for
$200 and this note at the bot-
tom: “We are proud of the work
you do and are privileged to
respond. We challenge 99 other
churches to help also.” Thank
you Oak Grove for accepting
this challenge and passing it
on to others.

Former pastor diesFormer pastor diesFormer pastor diesFormer pastor diesFormer pastor dies
Bro. Larry Don Smith, 65, of

Union, Mississippi, passed
away on Tuesday, June 19.
2012 at his residence. He was
born on
December
16, 1946.
He was a
U.S. Navy
v e t e r a n
and an
electrician
by trace.
Bro. Smith
marries Linda Jewell Kelly in
1965. He attended Jacksonville
Bible College in Jacksonville,
TX and Southeastern Baptist
College, Laurel, Ms. He
pastored churches in Texas,
Alabama and Mississippi, in-
cluding White Oak Baptist
Chruch, Mt. Olive Baptist
Church and Rock Creek Bap-
tist Church, Union, Mississippi.

He was preceded in death by
his parents, Vernon and
Maxine Smith and son-in-law
Terrence Alexander.

Bro. Smit is survived by his
wife of 46 years, Linda Kelly
Smith of Unionr, MS; daugh-
ters, Linda Richelle Alexander
of Union, MS and Brenda Ann
Smith of Union; son, Terry Alan
Smith of Union, MS; Brothers,
Keith Lynn Smith of Brooklyn,
MS and Jerry Wayne Smtih of
Vancleave, MS; Seven Grand-
children, and nieces and

Bro. Larry Smith

HarmonyHarmonyHarmonyHarmonyHarmony
 Association report Association report Association report Association report Association report

The July meeting of the Har-
mony Association was held at
Emmanuel Baptist Church in
Tupelo. Pastor George Rogers
welcomed the association. The
evening message was brought
by Bro Kevin Clayton.,

The roll call of churches
showed 9 churches present with
37 in attendance. The minutes
and financial reports were read
and approved.  The August
meeting will be held at
Farmington Baptist Church in
Corinth.  Bro Jarrod Cox,
Farmington's youth minister,
was elected speaker.  Bro. Eddie

Boutwell gave a report on the
Harmony Encampment and
discussed the possibility of
holding the camp at another
location.

Bro. Ricky Johnson gave a
report regarding the mission
work in Burnsville. The host
church provided a delicious
meal and a time of fellowship
prior to the meeting.

Tim Nall, Moderator
Tony Marolt, Secretary

Rocky Branch toRocky Branch toRocky Branch toRocky Branch toRocky Branch to
hold Revivalhold Revivalhold Revivalhold Revivalhold Revival

Rocky Branch Baptist
Church will hold revival ser-
vices July 29 - August 3.  Ser-
vices will be nightly at 7:00 pm
at out temporary location at
the Improve Baptist Church
Activities Center on Hwy 44 in
the Improve Community.

Evangelists are as follows;
Monday- Bro. Darnell Daniels;
Tuesday- Bro. Denny
Patterson; Wednesday -
Bro.Robert Cole; Thursday -
Bro. Glen Shoemake; Friday -
Bro Brad Stephens. Sunday,
July 29, our pastor Bro. Chris
Gonthier will preach with din-
ner served after the morning
service.

Afternoon services will fol-
low the meal. All are invited to
come worship with us.

divers temptations; Knowing
this, that the trying of your
faith worketh patience."
(James 1:2,3)  Remember how
Abraham’s trial brought bless-
ings. (Genesis 22)

Our suffering may be chas-
tisement. If we drift away from
the Lord and live as the un-
saved, we could experience
much misery that comes as
punishment. ( Lamentations
3:39) But all of this means that
God loves us and desires some-
thing better for us. (Hebrews
12:6) After it is over, Chris-
tians often thank the Lord for
chastisement. This suffering is
just part of a process that makes
us useful, happy Christians–
"Now no chastening for the
present seemeth to be joyous,
but grievous: nevertheless af-
terward it yieldeth the peace-
able fruit of righteousness unto
them which are exercised
thereby."  (Hebrews 12:11)

Part of the things we all suf-
fer in this world comes because
this world has been cursed– a
curse that came because of the
sin of Adam and Eve. (Genesis
3:17) Therefore, even Chris-
tians will have to suffer be-

A Better Life Here?A Better Life Here?A Better Life Here?A Better Life Here?A Better Life Here?
from page 2from page 2from page 2from page 2from page 2

cause we live down here. But
this life is just “a vapour, that
appeareth for a little while, and
then vanisheth away.” (James
4:14) Therefore, this suffering
is short-lived for God’s children.
There is a better day coming
for the saved, and we are told
to go on and rejoice in expecta-
tion of that better day. (Ro-
mans 5:2)

Permit  me to say, however,
that the tragic things that move
through this cursed world are
not out of God’s control.  No-
tice: “... the Lord hath his way
in the whirlwind and in the
storm, and the clouds are the
dust of his feet.” (Nahum 1:3)
Also, when Jesus spoke of how
the Father “maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on the just
and on the unjust," He was not
saying that the good and just
suffer right along with the evil
and unjust. He was saying that
the evil and unjust are often
blessed right along with the
good and just.

When Psalm 34:19 spoke of
the righteous going through
many afflictions, it went on to
say, “but the Lord delivereth

him out of them all.” There-
fore, in one way or another, or
at one time or another, God
will lift us out of the sufferings
of this life.

Also, faithful Christians
have a joy in the Lord. And this
joy can often survive the suf-
fering we experience down
here.. This seems to be true
with Paul who said, "As sor-
rowful, yet alway rejoicing...."
(2 Corinthians 6:10) Another
thing, the suffering the world
suffers is not the same as the
suffering of a Christian, if we
are suffering “as a Christian.”

IV. God’s Ways And ThoughtsIV. God’s Ways And ThoughtsIV. God’s Ways And ThoughtsIV. God’s Ways And ThoughtsIV. God’s Ways And Thoughts
Are Higher Than OursAre Higher Than OursAre Higher Than OursAre Higher Than OursAre Higher Than Ours

The Lord once said to Israel,
"For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways
higher than your ways, and my
thoughts than your thoughts."
(Isaiah 55:9) We must there-
fore remember that things may
appear wrong because we are
not seeing it as God sees it. God
does not make mistakes. Re-
ally, God cannot make mis-
takes.

What we don’t understand
now, would all be clear if we
could see it as God sees it. A
Poet once wrote concerning the
sufferings of a Christian and

continued on page 6continued on page 6continued on page 6continued on page 6continued on page 6
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Dallas HolmDallas HolmDallas HolmDallas HolmDallas Holm
In ConcertIn ConcertIn ConcertIn ConcertIn Concert

Dove Winner, Grammy
Nominee & Gospel Hall

of Fame Inductee
FBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay Springs
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At 7:00 p.m.
Love will be received

For Men Only!
(A little hint from SoFilthy)

Husbands, have you been noticing that your
wife has purple thumbs from all the purple-
hull peas she's been shelling?

Have you noticed her fingers are all stained from work-
ing up tomatoes and peaches?

Has she become a sweat hog from watching all them ball
games the kids play during hot weather?

Does she look all bleary-eyed from all the extra work
that summer brings?

"Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved
the church and gave himself for it."  Ephesians 5:25

Don't you want to prove your love for your wife?  You canYou canYou canYou canYou can
do it by sending her off to the Ladies Retreat the last daydo it by sending her off to the Ladies Retreat the last daydo it by sending her off to the Ladies Retreat the last daydo it by sending her off to the Ladies Retreat the last daydo it by sending her off to the Ladies Retreat the last day
of August.of August.of August.of August.of August.  Just send in her registration before August 10,
2012 to:  Beth Caldwell, 166 Twin Creek Rd., Lucedale, MS
39452  Ph: 601-947-6011.

She will return home revived, restored, rejoicing, rested
and rejuvenated!!!

Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

It Worked For Us!
Diane Spriggs of the Arkansas Baptist

Trumpet runs a column from time to time
letting people share ministry items,

projects, etc. that are a little
unique and that were suc-
cessful. The point is to en-
courage other churches,
groups, etc. to do  some-
thing similar or to just en-
courage them in ministry.
The Big Creek Associa-

tion has held two events
recently that were a little
out of the ordinary and that

were both very successful.
The churches of the Big Creek Associa-

tion held an 'associational' revival, rotat-
ing between four different churches. The
cooperation and results were quite encour-
aging. Each night of the revival the crowds
were literally "standing room only". There
was an association wide choir which was
outstanding and Evangelist Kenneth Bobo
brought the messages.

This event has seemingly rallied the

churches of this local area to a new com-
mitment of cooperation and enthusiasm
for the Lord's work.

The success of the revival led to a "Patri-
otic Service" on Sunday Evening, July 1.
Dr. John Adams, director of Moral Action
for the BMA of Mississippi and America,
was the speaker.

Old Antioch Baptist Church near Soso
was the host. They had recently moved
into their new sanctuary. Again there was
standing room only. With over 50 choir
members and numerous people standing
in the foyer and in the back of the church
there was a count of 464 in the seats. It
was reported that many came and could
not enter the building for the crowd and
they chose to leave. WOW!

If a local association can come together
for events like this, surely we can rekindle
the flames of excitement and cooperation
that seem to have waned in recent years.

It worked here - It could work for your
church, your association and your area
too.

Attorney: Jailed pastor 'harassed' by city officials
OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - A Phoenix-
area pastor is behind bars for
operating a Bible study on his
own property.

Michael Salman has been
holding Bible studies in his
home since the early 2000s and
in 2007 received a letter from
the city saying he was violat-
ing zoning codes. He is cur-
rently represented by The Ru-
therford Institute.

"In 2009, they sent in a squad
of policemen -- they went
through his home and cited him
for 67 violations of their zoning
code," Institute founder John
Whitehead explains. "Thereaf-
ter, he built a small building in
his backyard where he started
holding his Bible studies."

The city -- which in a letter
describes Salman's backyard
building as a "barn" -- cited

safety concerns. Salman offered
to comply, installing exit signs
and building a bathroom based
on specifications for handi-
capped people.

According to Whitehead,
there was also an issue regard-
ing the gravel road on his prop-
erty. "They demanded that he
pave the road and put curbs ...
which at that point he refused
to do," he notes.

And then -- "Several years
ago he was holding a barbecue
with 20 people in his backyard
and the fire department came
into his home and then they
called the police," adds White-
head. "So to me, as I look at it
on its face, it certainly looks
like governmental harass-
ment."

Salman was given 60 days in
jail, and began serving that
sentence on Monday. He was
also given three years' proba-
tion and fined $12,000.

Rutherford Institute is cur-
rently exploring ways to get
Salman out of jail and has filed
an appeal with the Ninth U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals on
constitutional grounds.
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Seminary teaching ministry
reaches around the world

June 4th through 8th BMA Semi-
nary continued its global outreach,
this time utilizing Skype, an online
program that offers video calling ser-
vices. Dr. Charley Holmes, president
of BMA Seminary, taught Fundamen-
tals of Preaching to students in Guate-
mala while Dr. Ricky Will-
iams, BMA missionary to
Mexico, translated. Dr.
Holmes and Dr. Williams
traveled to Guatemala to
teach the class, and the lec-
tures were broadcast to four
other locations via Skype.
Bible students received the
teaching live in Bolivia,
Honduras, Costa Rica, and
Mexico. In spite of some
technical problems on Mon-
day and a thunder-storm
on Wednesday, the class
went well. Dr. Williams
said, “It was quite an expe-
rience to see our brothers
in Bolivia bundled up with coats in
mid-50 degree weather while our
brothers in Mexico were sweating in
mid-90 degree weather. Guatemala
was a pleasant 70 degrees almost all
week.” With the expanding reach of
BMA Seminary via video calling and
video conferencing equipment, inter-

national class enrollment has in-
creased. Approximately 35 students
were enrolled in the preaching class.

Later this summer Dr. Ronnie
Johnson will broadcast from the BMA
Seminary campus in Jacksonville,
Texas, to six other classrooms around

the world. Dr. Johnson’s Creative
Teaching class will be taught in En-
glish to students on the Jacksonville
campus, and will be translated to six
Latin American sites. Please be in
prayer for Dr. Johnson and the stu-
dents, and that connectivity and trans-
lation will go smoothly.

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

Hanging On THanging On THanging On THanging On THanging On To o o o o AAAAA Habit? Habit? Habit? Habit? Habit?
We all have them.  You may not

even recognize that it is a habit.  If you
are human, you have habits.  We are
creatures of habit.  Most people get
ready the same way every morning for
the day.  Women have a habit of put-
ting on make-up, fixing
their hair, etc. all in a
routine.  Men will start
shaving the same side
of their face every morn-
ing.  Some have habits
of morning rituals.
They get up and put the
coffee on.  Some have a
habit of eating a big
breakfast, while others
have a habit of grabbing a Dr. Pepper
as they run out the door.  But we all
have them.

You do know that all habits are not
bad.  We generally associate a habit
with a negative connotation.  How-
ever, there are some habits that all
Christians need. We need to be in the
habit of daily prayer times.  We should
develop a habit of Bible study and
personal devotion time.  Christian
families should have a habit of having
family devotions and family meetings
on a routine basis.  We should all be in
the habit of going to church multiple
times each week to restore our walk.

Habits are easy to develop when they
are done out of devotion - love.  If you
love to pray and read your Bible, then
it will become a habit quickly.

Negative habits are the ones we
want to break.  They are bad for us

physically, mentally,
emotionally or spiritu-
ally.  Not all bad habits
are equal to sin.  How-
ever, it can improve our
lifestyle and relation-
ships, or even improve
our health when we stop
a bad habit.  The first
step in breaking a bad
habit is the same way

you stop a sin.  You have to take all sin
and all bad habits to the cross.  That is
the first step.

Admit to Christ in confession that
you have this habit that you need
victory over.  Ask for strength and
courage.  Ask the Lord to use the Holy
Spirit to prompt you in a different
thought or direction when the habit is
about to occur.  Romans 8:37 states, "
Nay, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him that
loved us."  See, we can conquer our bad
habits. We can conquer anything in
life with Christ.  He has all the power
in the world.  Your habit is overwhelm-

ing to you, but it is not to Christ.  You
don't think you can break it, or stop it;
but you can do all things through Christ
which strengtheneth you.  Philippians
4:13.  Giving it to Jesus is the starting
point. Maybe you have failed in the
past because you never went to the
Lord about it.  You have not- because
you ask not.

Here are some skills to develop if
you want to gain victory over bad hab-
its as the Lord leads you.

Diversionary tactics -Diversionary tactics -Diversionary tactics -Diversionary tactics -Diversionary tactics -
Once the bad habit is about to occur,

find something to occupy your hands,
feet, eyes or mind.  A huge step in the
right direction is to have 2 or 3 things
you have already mapped out in your
mind that you can immediately start
doing when the desire comes on to
change or break your mental routine.
Quote scripture is a good one.  Get up
and get a drink of water.  Go out for a
short, brisk walk.  There are thou-
sands of things you could do, but you
must get your mind off of the habitual
behavior.

Change routine -Change routine -Change routine -Change routine -Change routine -
A habit is a habit because it has

become a routine.  If you always talk
too much at socials, put a piece of
bread in your mouth.  Learn to count
to 60 before you make your next state-
ment.  If you do something every night,
place yourself in a different room.  Read
a book, or watch something that puts
your mind on peaceful things. Take a

shower.  All it takes is for your body to
do something out of the ordinary, and
you can break your habit fairly quickly.

Stay busy -Stay busy -Stay busy -Stay busy -Stay busy -
Idle hands and idle minds are the

gasoline for bad habits.  We become
lazy. We become bored.  Being bored is
a huge impetus to develop a bad habit.
You don't even want to do this thing,
but you do it anyway out of boredom,
and it has now become a routine.  Find
something to do. Take up some new
interest.  There are plenty of things
you could do that would get your mind
off of this habit.  You will never have
lasting change in your behavior until
you have a change of your mind.  Prov-
erbs 23:7, " As he thinketh in his heart,
so is he."

Word and prayer -Word and prayer -Word and prayer -Word and prayer -Word and prayer -
The two biggest habit busters are

one, reading your Bible, or quoting
scriptures.  The second is to pray.  And
these are so good because you can do
them at work, in the car, outside or
sitting on the couch.  All you have to do
is start quoting a scripture, whip out
your Bible and read a chapter, and
instantly you are in a different frame
of mind.  Pray to God and He is an ever
present help in times of trouble. Psalm
46:1.

You can break any bad habit you
want to. You can develop any good
habit you want to. If you want to, you
have a mighty Savior who can give you
the victory.

Attacks against pro-lifers on the riseAttacks against pro-lifers on the riseAttacks against pro-lifers on the riseAttacks against pro-lifers on the riseAttacks against pro-lifers on the rise
OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - Two pro-life veterans have been injured in recent attacks by pro-
abortion activists.

Everett Stadig, a 69-year-old man, was shoved to the ground by an abortion
supporter while gathering signatures in Denver to try to get a personhood
amendment on the ballot in Colorado. He was hospitalized with a broken hip.

In a separate incident, the home of pro-life leaders Keith and Jennifer Mason
was vandalized and a huge stone tossed through their glass front door. Also, a
Florida pro-lifer, Steve Kinn -- a disabled veteran -- was knocked to the ground
and hospitalized. (See earlier story)

Operation Rescue president Troy Newman is very familiar with violence
against pro-lifers over the years.

"I've been the recipient of violent activities and death threats," says Newman,
"and really I can only come to the conclusion that the people who have suffered
the violence of abortion themselves -- in other words, the women, the boyfriends,
the husbands, the parents -- [they] have been so severely impacted by it that they
almost have Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome and are acting out their frustra-
tions really on the pro-life movement when we point out that abortion is an act
of violence."

Operation Rescue has recorded hundreds of acts of violence against pro-lifers
in past years. Newman notes that these acts have not been reported in the
mainstream media -- revealing what he considers a double-standard in report-
ing.

Just A Little Humor
Miserly Christians

A man was once asked for a donation for some church purpose, but excused
himself by saying: "I'm fattening a calf, and when it's fat, I'll give the proceeds."
The same excuse was given three times over in response to appeals. One day
he was approaching church a little late, and heard the choir singing, "The half
has never yet been told," and thought, in the distance, the words were, "The calf
has never yet been sold." Conscience stricken, he sold the calf, and gave the
proceeds to the church.
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2012 Christian Women’s Retreat
Sponsored by BMA of Mississippi WMA

Camp Garaywa Conference Center Clinton, Mississippi

August 31 – September 1, 2012
Speaker:   Valarie Fish

My Heart’s Desire
We are excited about the upcoming retreat.
This will be one you will not want to miss.

(Retreat: a perfect time to get away f
or spiritual renewal and relaxation.)
Program:
Registration is from 2:30 - 5:00 p.m. Friday, August 31.

Special time of prayer: – 4:00 p.m.
My Heart’s Prayer,  Leader: Christy Matthews
Dinner at 6:00 p.m.
General session begins at 7:00 p.m.
Retreat will continue through lunch Saturday, September 1.

The conference fee is $45.00 per person and includes three (3)
meals.  Room accommodations vary on type room desired.  Rooms
at Patterson Place have two queen beds and are $120.00 per night
up to four (4) people per room. Accommodations in other parts of
conference center are single beds with shared bathrooms at $25.00
per night.  For the adventurous, there are cabins with bunk beds at
$15.00 per person (must furnish own linens). These cabins have
outside bath houses.  All sleeping areas are air-conditioned.

Rooms are assigned on ‘first come first served’ basis.  Registration
form, conference fee, and room charge must be received together
to get room of choice.  Do Not delay, send registration in NOW!

Name_______________________________________________________

Phone  # ______________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

City _________________________ State _____ Zip ____________

Email address ________________________________________

Church ____________________________________________

ROOMS (Please check)

(1) Patterson  Place: 1 per rm $120 _____ 2 per rm $60.ea.____

3 per rm $40 ea.____ 4 per rm $30 ea.________

(2) Single beds (25 ea) ____ (3) Outside cabins ($15) ea._____

List roommates ___________________________________

Camp Garaway is a SMOKE FREE campus.

REGISTRATION FEE ($45) _____________
ROOM COST _____________
Total Enclosed _____________

Please fill out (completely) registration form below, clip and mail
with registration fee and room rent to: Beth Caldwell, 166 Twin
Creek Rd., Lucedale, MS 39452.  Ph: 601-947-6011.  (Feel free
to make copies of this form. One person registered per form.) Cut
off date for registration is Friday, August 17, 2012.

For more information or questions, contact
Sharon Lindsey, Retreat Coordinator

Ph. 228-588-2494 Email: slindsey157@yahoo.com

Women's Retreat T-Shirts
Order Form

Sponsored by Pine Grove Baptist WMA
Price $15:00

Sizes: Sml Med Lge XL XXL
Quantity: _____  ______  ______  ______  _______
Total number of shirts ___________  (Price per shirt $15) Total Price ____________
Make checks payable to Pine Grove Baptist WMA. Add $3.00 (per shirt) if you would like your

shirt(s) mailed to you prior to retreat.
Mail shirt orders to Blinda Lee, 77 Morrow Lane, Purvis, MS 39475.Mail shirt orders to Blinda Lee, 77 Morrow Lane, Purvis, MS 39475.Mail shirt orders to Blinda Lee, 77 Morrow Lane, Purvis, MS 39475.Mail shirt orders to Blinda Lee, 77 Morrow Lane, Purvis, MS 39475.Mail shirt orders to Blinda Lee, 77 Morrow Lane, Purvis, MS 39475.

Deadline for orders is Aug.10th.Deadline for orders is Aug.10th.Deadline for orders is Aug.10th.Deadline for orders is Aug.10th.Deadline for orders is Aug.10th.
All proceeds will go to the State WMA project. Thank you!!
If you have any questions please call Blinda Lee at 601-596-3417 or Jessica Haden at 662-251-0455.

said, “We’ll understand it all by
and by.” This is because we will
see things like God sees them
when we are made like Him
one day. (I John 3:2)  But con-
sider a few more thoughts that
might help us to understand
more now.

When good people go
through an unusual amount of
suffering, God may have a long
list of good things He plans to
accomplish through it all. When
this is true, expect God to pay
those people well for their
trouble. This was true in Job’s
case. (Read the last chapter)
His last hundred and forty
years might have been almost
carefree.

Sometimes there may be
more involved than we know
about. If the people who knew
all the good things about David
had not known about his sins,
they surely would not have
understood his sufferings.

Some people who claim to be

God’s children may not be saved
at all. (Study these passages:
Matthew 7:22,23; 13:47-50;
Luke 13:24) If all who claim to
be saved were truly born again,
much of what confuses people
would not exist.

Another thing, God may take
a good Christian home early in
order to bring a love one to
Christ. But I am sure they were
glad to go to Heaven early, if
that’s what it took to prepare
their loved one to go later.

Some sinners have been of-
fended at God because that in a
tragedy He took their godly
loved one and left them. They
did not understand why the
Lord let a sinner live and per-
mitted a good Christian to die.
This should be easy to under-
stand. The one that was taken
was prepared to die. The un-
saved that was left behind was
given more time to prepare to
die.

God’s will for Jesus involved

Him being a “man of sorrows,
and acquainted with grief.”It
also involved pouring out “his
soul unto death.”  (Isaiah 53)
The Father’s will for us might
also involve more suffering
than we expect.

The Father’s will for us could
include being persecuted for
Christ, ( Matthew 5:10-12)
“labours more abundant,” ( II
Corinthians 11:23) and divers
trials and testings. (James
1:2,3) Jesus responded to the
will of His Father by saying, “I
delight to do thy will, O my
God.” (Psalm 40:8a) If God asks
us to suffer may our response
be the same.

No, becoming a Christian
does not give us a carefree life
here. It does, however, give us
a far better life here, along with
a blest eternal home later. (Rev-
elation 21:4) Regardless of what
happens to anyone, anywhere,
at anytime, God’s Word will
still be true when it said, “Many
sorrows shall be to the wicked:
but he that trusteth in the
LORD, mercy shall compass
him about." (Psalms 32:10)

A Better Life Here?A Better Life Here?A Better Life Here?A Better Life Here?A Better Life Here?
from page 3from page 3from page 3from page 3from page 3

BE READY EVERY DAY
“While on one of his expeditions to the Anarctic, Sir Ernest Shakleton was once

compelled to leave some of his men on Elephant Island with the intention of returning
for them and carrying them back to England. But he was unavoidably delayed, and by
the time he could go for them he found to his dismay that the sea had frozen over and his
men were cut off. Three times he tried to reach them, but his efforts ended in failure.
Finally, in his last effort he found a narrow channel through the ice. Guiding his small
ship back to the island, he was delighted to find his men not only alive and well, but all
prepared to get aboard. They were soon on their way to safety and home.

After the excitement ended, Sir Ernest inquired how it was that they were ready to get
aboard so promptly. They told him that every morning their leader rolled up his sleeping
bag, saying, “Get your things ready boys, the boss may come today.”

The return of the Lord Jesus to this earth is much more certain than Sir Shackleton’s
return to Elephant Island. Christ’s promise to return to claim His redeemed is estab-
lished upon  His Word and Character. It is still “the blessed hope” of all who love Him-
-a hope that will not fail.

-Selected
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DIRECTOR

Students RecognizedStudents RecognizedStudents RecognizedStudents RecognizedStudents Recognized
for Academic Achievementsfor Academic Achievementsfor Academic Achievementsfor Academic Achievementsfor Academic Achievements

In my last article I mentioned
that our boys and girls were
recognized for their academic
achievements at the close of
the school year.  Here’s a little
more information on these
achievements.

One student that was pro-
moted to the ninth grade re-
ceived all A’s on
his report card
and also re-
ceived an Aca-
demic Award in
Computer Dis-
covery and a
Beta Club
member.

One student
graduated from
North Jones
Elementary School to West
Jones Middle School and re-
ceived an Honor Roll certifi-
cate for his studies.  This stu-
dent also had perfect atten-
dance and a member of the
Beta Club and received a Ser-
vice Award from that organi-
zation.

Another student was pro-
moted to the sixth grade. This
student was on the Honor Roll
and received the Principal’s
Award.  She also received a
Certificate of Excellence in So-
cial Studies and a Beta Club
member.

Another student was pro-
moted to the fifth grade and
was also on the Honor Roll.
This student also received and
Improvement Award for the
school year.

As you can see we are indeed
grateful and thankful for God’s
blessings on the lives of our
boys and girls for this past
school year.

Association MeetingsAssociation MeetingsAssociation MeetingsAssociation MeetingsAssociation Meetings
and Church Visitsand Church Visitsand Church Visitsand Church Visitsand Church Visits

On June 7 we were with the
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church
near Fulton and Pastor Jackie
Gray for the Tombigbee Asso-
ciation.  On June 8 we were
with the Central Baptist
Church near Corinth and Pas-
tor Frank Wilson for the Har-
mony Association.  On June 10
I was with the Antioch Baptist
Church near Soso where Bro.
Robbie White is the pastor.
Then on July 8 we were with
the Midway Baptist Church
near Lucedale with Pastor Jus-
tin Cameron where he pre-
sented the Home a check that
the youth of the church received
during Vacation Bible School.

It was good to be in these
services with each one of these
churches and to have a time of
worship and fellowship to-
gether.

The Lord Is GoodThe Lord Is GoodThe Lord Is GoodThe Lord Is GoodThe Lord Is Good
Well, the summer has given

us some hot temperatures in
south Mississippi lately.  Not
only has it been hot, but it was
also dry.  The past few days we
have received some rain for
which we are grateful.  May we
give thanks to the Lord! “ Oh
give thanks unto the Lord, for
He is good.” Psalm 107:1.

Continue to remember the
Home in your prayers.

Dallas HolmDallas HolmDallas HolmDallas HolmDallas Holm
In ConcertIn ConcertIn ConcertIn ConcertIn Concert

Dove Winner, Grammy
Nominee & Gospel Hall

of Fame Inductee
FBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay SpringsFBC Bay Springs
Friday, August 10th

At 7:00 p.m.
Love will be received

Leave It
To Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

Britches MoneyBritches MoneyBritches MoneyBritches MoneyBritches Money
Previously I had written to

you about how I had always
heard from my dad that "I was
getting too big for my britches."
I had always taken the phrase
to mean I was not behaving in
accordance to his wishes.  I told
you in the article that there
had been some evil power in
my closet that shrank the waist-
bands of my britches, as I was
getting a little older.  Being too
big for my britches was a physi-
cal reality!  I related to you that
I had lost a little weight and
while working in my shop mak-
ing some sawdust, my britches
had slipped from my waist to
down around my ankles-an
awful sight, but in the privacy
of my shop in a country setting.

To update you on this being
too little for my britches, let me
start by saying that guys don’t
like to shop that much for
clothes.  Going to the hardware
store is OK, but to go to shop for
new clothes is not the number
one item on the day’s to do list.
My wife and I bantered back
and forth about what to do
about some of my clothes.  Most
of you men can relate to the
comfortable pair of jeans or
shirt you have that is feeling
right after the washings have
taken all the color out of the
fabric.  There might even be a
few paint marks on the gar-
ments to show the battles you
have fought with a hostile paint
brush.

Perhaps the summit of my
wife’s discussions with me came
when the little girl who was
sitting behind me in church

made the innocent remark af-
ter Sunday services, "Why are
your pants so big? (You under-
stand that children don’t know
what britches are.)  I believe

my puppy could live in there
with you." My wife simply
smiled, and told the nice little
girl that I had lost some weight
and I was going to get some
smaller pants tomorrow.  You
guys know this situation.  You
have lost the argument and
have lost it utterly!  So I kept
quiet.

One of the things I was al-
lowed to do in my quest for
smaller britches was to have
my slacks and suits taken up
by a reputable tailor.  This
sounded good to me so I went
on a quest for this tailor and
finally found one to have my
britches and coats taken up to
fit.  Wow! Was I surprised at
the cost!  To be sure this was
cheaper than buying all new
clothes, but I did not know the
tailor was going to charge me
the cost of manufacturing in
the first place.  I left the clothes
to return at the appointed day

to pick them up.  Where was I
going to get the money to pay
this tailor?

That very day, I got a check
in the mail for the amount,
plus a little more.  I have since
referred to it as the "britches
money" in conversations with
my wife.  We both thought it
unusual to have this check ar-
rive at this critical time.  I have
come to think of this kind of
occurrence in terms of
"Godstance" instead of circum-
stance.  This really helps me to
place perspective on life events-
especially everyday events like
receiving the money to pay for
my britches.

A Godstance fed Elijah at
the brook by using birds to bring
his meals.  A Godstance pro-
vided Peter the Temple tax with
a coin from a fish’s mouth.  On
and on in the Bible many
Godstances recount His provi-
sion for His people.  Bless the
Lord, O my soul. Bless His holy
name!  May I forget not any of
His benefits to me.  May I re-
member all His goodness to me!

Once I understand the Lord
really cares for me by sending
His Son Jesus to die for my
sins; once I have asked Jesus to
forgive me of my sins; once I
have invited Jesus to live in my
life, nothing should surprise
me after that! The goodness He
provides rolls on and on.  Thank
you Heavenly Father for your
favor through the Lord Jesus
Christ!

Reprinted from 2002

Hobolochitto  Hobolochitto  Hobolochitto  Hobolochitto  Hobolochitto  Association CampAssociation CampAssociation CampAssociation CampAssociation Camp
The Hobolochitto Baptist Association held its 2nd Annual

Hobolochitto Youth Camp on June 25-29 at Campground Baptist
Church near
Gulfport, MS.
There were
nearly 70 camp-
ers who attended
the camp, some
of which made
professions of
faith, and others
who rededicated
their lives to the
Lord.

Bro. Jake
Staten, the Camp
Evangelist for
the week, spoke each evening with other preachers invited to
speak during the morning worship time.  Much fun and fellow-
ship was enjoyed by all during the week.

For pictures and more information concerning camp, please
search for and “Like” the Facebook page for Hobolochitto Baptist
Association.

State-owned facility says
'no' to same-sex ceremony
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - A legal expert is urging Mississippi to stand
strong against a lesbian couple's demand to use state facilities for
a commitment ceremony.

The Mississippi Agriculture and Forestry Museum has de-
clined to permit 20-year-old Ceara Sturgis and her partner to use
the facility, just as the state-owned museum refused to allow a
similar ceremony for two men earlier this year. Officials inter-
pret commitment ceremonies to represent a union, and it cites a
2009 opinion from Mississippi Attorney General Jim Hood,
saying that stance is permissible because same-sex "marriage" is
not legal in The Magnolia State.

Mat Staver of Liberty Counsel says the looming threat against
the state is outrageous.

"Now they're being threatened by the Southern Poverty Law
Center [SPLC], which is an organization that supports radical
homosexual agenda items," he reports. "This particular situa-
tion, I think, is one where in Mississippi, same-sex marriage is
not recognized. And so it would be impermissible, I think,
completely wrong to use government facilities to recognize
something that is absolutely banned in the state of Mississippi."

But Staver emphasizes that "the agenda of the sexual anar-
chist movement" is "to put this issue up -- homosexuality,
lesbianism and whatever the nomenclature of the alphabet may
be from day to day -- to simply push this into your face and to
shove it down the throats of the American people. I believe that
this threat of homosexuality and same-sex unions is the biggest
threat to our family, to our morality and to our freedom that we
face here in America," the attorney concludes.
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Just On My MindJust On My MindJust On My MindJust On My MindJust On My Mind
“Be not thou therefore ashamed of

the testimony of our Lord, nor of me
his prisoner: but be thou partaker of
the afflictions of the gospel according
to the power of God;” 2 Timothy 1:8
Everyone seems to agree that Paul
wrote these words while imprisoned
in Rome. The cost of his devotion and
commitment was, at times, his own
imprisonment.  Recently, I was
reading “Mississippi Baptists
Then & Now” by Preston
Cochran (Most of us knew him
as Bro. PM.).  His book reminded
me that Richard Curtis, cred-
ited for starting the first Bap-
tist church in Mississippi was
arrested and later John Hannah,
another Baptist minister was
beaten and arrested.  Just this
week I heard the report of a
family’s home being invaded in Ari-
zona, and the preacher arrested, fined
and jailed because he was holding a
Bible study in his home.  I am re-
minded of the following passages: “Yea,
and all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 2 Timo-
thy 3:12; “Yet if any man suffer as a
Christian, let him not be ashamed; but
let him glorify God on this behalf.” 1
Peter 4:16  We have enjoyed a good
long stretch of relative liberty in this
country but those days may be num-
bered.  As we continue along this jour-
ney of faith, we may be soon called
upon to suffer affliction and persecu-
tion for the gospel's sake.  The inten-
sity may even be greater for mission-
aries who carry the gospel to areas in
our state where it is neither welcomed
nor desired.  May God give us grace to,
“… not be weary in well doing: for in
due season we shall reap, if we faint
not.” Galatians 6:9

Here Is Where We AreHere Is Where We AreHere Is Where We AreHere Is Where We AreHere Is Where We Are
By the time you read this article, we

will have already interviewed our next
missionary candidate. If he is ap-
proved, he will begin as a church plant-
ing missionary on August 1 in New
Albany. Here is a list of the other
ongoing mission projects and the
churches that are sponsoring these
projects:
Hattiesburg (formerly Petal Mission)
– El Camino, Laurel
New Heart – Pine Grove, Purvis
Clinton – Wilderness, Vicksburg
Columbus (Caledonia) – East Fulton
South Forrest – Paramount, Wiggins
Holly Springs – Homestretch, Cleve-
land

Indianola – Homestretch, Cleveland
Oxford – First Hispanic, Ripley
Tupelo – First Hispanic, Ripley
Burnsville – Forked Oak, Booneville

Here Where We Are GoingHere Where We Are GoingHere Where We Are GoingHere Where We Are GoingHere Where We Are Going
We have identified 35 locations for

church planting in the next 5 years.
We have challenged churches to sign
up for one of these locations and begin

the reproduction process. Step
1 is simply this: Choose a loca-
tion. Then, choose two people
who can travel to the location,
once a quarter, for a year, to
gather information about the
location. Return the informa-
tion to the church and collec-
tively/corporately pray for that
location. So far, a number of
churches have signed up. If your
church has not signed up, we

encourage you to do so. The list below
includes the locations that are still
available:
Lewisburg, Hernando, Senatobia,
Batesville, Oxford, New Albany –
Bethel, Fulton, Tupelo– Hopewell,
Fulton, Booneville, Pontotoc,
Starkville, Columbus, Columbus,
Philadelphia, Carthage, Canton,
Ridgeland, Madison, Gluckstadt,
Brandon – Mt. Moriah, Ellisville,
Richland, Pelahatchie, Meridian –
Lebanon, Soso, Meridian, Brookhaven
– Wilderness, Vicksburg & Mt. Cal-
vary, Picayune, Diamondhead – Heri-
tage, Woolmarket, Bay St Louis,
Byram – First Shady Grove, Latimer,
Ocean Springs – First Orange Grove,
Waynesboro, McComb – Temple, Co-
lumbia, Holly Springs - Homestretch,
Greenville, Greenwood, Aberdeen,.

Missionary Reports for JuneMissionary Reports for JuneMissionary Reports for JuneMissionary Reports for JuneMissionary Reports for June
New Heart Mission
www.newheartbaptist.org

Bro. Ray Boone, who serves as a
church planting mis-
sionary, reports 87
homes visited, 27 soul
talks, 1 profession of
faith and 1 baptism.
Their average atten-
dance was 24 in Sun-
day school, 38 in AM
Worship and 25 in the
PM Service. New
Heart’s offerings averaged $411.00
weekly.

Caledonia Mission (Caledonia Baptist)
www.caledoniabaptist.org

Bro. Bob Burch, who serves as a
church planting missionary, reports

21 homes visited and
15 soul talks. Their av-
erage weekly atten-
dance was 6 with aver-
age weekly offerings of
$150.50.

Clinton Mission
( C r o s s w a y )
www.crosswayclinton.org

Bro. Justin Rhodes,
who serves as a church planting mis-
sionary, reports 28 homes visited, and
41 soul talks. Their av-
erage weekly atten-
dance was 10. With
average weekly offer-
ings of $187.00. The
mission has relocated
to the Hampton Inn at
Exit 36 off I-20 and
meets at 10:30 AM on
Sundays.

South Forrest
www.southforrest.org

Bro. Sidney Farmer,
who serves as a church
planting missionary,
reports 24 soul talks,
and an average weekly
attendance of 19. Their
average weekly offer-
ings were $604.00.

Burnsville Mission (
Freedom Baptist)

Bro. Bobby Elliott, who serves as a
church planting missionary, reports
25 homes visited, 16
soul talks, and 1 pro-
fession of faith. Their
average weekly atten-
dance in Sunday school
was 22 with 28 in AM
Worship and 24 in PM
Service. Their average
weekly offerings were
$425.00, and they
raised $5000.00 for
their land loan.

 El Camino
(The Way)
 www.caminoverdadvida.net

Bro. Estuardo Marroquin, who
serves as our Hispanic coordinator for
South Mississippi, reported 2 profes-
sions of faith at El
Camino. Their average
attendance was 118
with average offerings
of $850.00 weekly.  El
Camino’s mission
project, which has now
moved to Hattiesburg,
and is meeting at
Westover Baptist
Church, reports 2 pro-
fessions of faith. Their
average attendance was 12, with aver-
age offerings of $107.00 weekly.

First Hispanic
www.caminoverdadvida.net

Bro. Elvis Garcia, who serves as our
Hispanic coordinator for North Mis-

sissippi, reports 25 professions of faith
at First Hispanic in Ripley. Their av-
erage attendance is 97 with average
offerings of $1130.00
weekly.  First
Hispanic’s mission
project in Tupelo,
which meets in the fel-
lowship hall of South
Green Baptist Church,
averaged 19 in atten-
dance with average of-
ferings of $184.00.  First Hispanic’s
mission project in Oxford reported 6
professions of faith and 3 homes opened
to conduct Bible studies.

Homestretch
Bro. Ed DuVall, Pastor of Home-

stretch in Cleveland, MS, was recently
approved to serve as our Coordinator
for African American missions in the
BMA of Mississippi.
Bro. DuVall is not pres-
ently receiving any
compensation from the
Missions Office but he
is authorized to receive
workfunds.  Home-
stretch is sponsoring
two mission projects:
one in Indianola and
one in Holly Springs.
The mission in Indianola reported 2
professions of faith this past month
and an average attendance of 55.  The
Holly Springs mission reported an av-
erage of 15 in attendance.

Revolving Loan Fund (as of July 13,Revolving Loan Fund (as of July 13,Revolving Loan Fund (as of July 13,Revolving Loan Fund (as of July 13,Revolving Loan Fund (as of July 13,
2012 and since August 1, 2011)2012 and since August 1, 2011)2012 and since August 1, 2011)2012 and since August 1, 2011)2012 and since August 1, 2011)

Gross assets are now at
$15,394,439.90, an increase of
$1,112,344.81. Net assets are now at
$2,729,783.09, an increase of
$217,382.40. We have opened 30 new
investment accounts totaling
$801,393.41. We have 15 new loans
totaling $1,449,078.37. Our interest
paid to investors remains at 2.67%.

Evangelism ExplosionEvangelism ExplosionEvangelism ExplosionEvangelism ExplosionEvangelism Explosion
TrainingTrainingTrainingTrainingTraining

July 23 – 27, all of our missionaries
and I will be undergoing EE training
offered by the BMAA Seminary at First
Baptist Church of Mantachie.

Updated List ofUpdated List ofUpdated List ofUpdated List ofUpdated List of
Churches and PastorsChurches and PastorsChurches and PastorsChurches and PastorsChurches and Pastors

We have updated the information
about BMA of Mississippi churches
and pastors on our website at
www.bmams.org . You can find the
information under the resource tab on
the home page.

 Visit Our Websites Visit Our Websites Visit Our Websites Visit Our Websites Visit Our Websites
The Missions and RLF website is

www.bmams.org .  You can find links
to most all of our departments and to
our missionaries at this site. You can
also find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/bmamsmissions .
Please take a moment to visit our site
and put it in your Favorites. Also, visit
our Facebook page and click on “Like.”

Ed Duvall
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