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BMA of Mississippi

National Galilean Camp
The Lord was truly at work at this summer's National Galilean Camp. Eight

young men received Jesus Christ as personal Savior. Two young men
surrendered to the ministry and another young man surrendered to the call
to be a missionary. We thank the Lord for His blessings !

Bro. John David Smith, Missionary to the Cape Verde Islands, was our
speaker and camp pastor. $2,646.00 was raised for this year's project which
was 50%  Galilean General Fund; 25% Remberto Bruno, Native Missionary
to Bolivia; and 25% Jamie Haguewood, Missionary to Peru.

We hope your church will begin making plans for your boys to attend
National Galilean Camp  next summer at Daniel Springs Baptist Camp, Gary,
Texas. The dates are June 5-8, 2007.

Officers for the coming  year are: President, Stephen Hoffman; Vice-
President,  Glynn Lindsey; Secretary, Aaron Reynolds; Song Leader, Pat

Anderson; Pianist, Scott Arnold; and Historian, David McEuen. Our 2007
project is 60% General Galilean Fund, 30% for John David Smith's work in
the Cape Verde Islands, and 10%  for Daniel Springs Baptist Camp. Bro. Paul
Gothard will serve as our camp speaker and pastor. We plan to have a camp
missionary as well.

Please begin praying for next year's camp now. For more information
contact Kenneth Colvert  at krcolvert@ cox.net  or call  him at 479-649-6122
or 479-629-3258.

National Galilean Officers

Volunteer Student Missions Bootcamp 2006
by Donny Parrish
Executive Director

Department of Church Ministries
A Pastor friend of mine asked me

how VSM BootCamp went last week.
His response to my description of
BootCamp was pretty typical.

“So, let me get this straight. These
teenagers and their sponsors actu-
ally had worship services all week
under a tent? And in 100 degree
weather? Voluntarily? ”

"Yep."
“They actually hiked for over two

miles and picked up trash along the
side of the road? Why?”

"So that people would see their
good works and glorify their Fa-
ther."

“And after they hiked they
cleaned up a nasty Service Station?
Is that right”

"Right."
“Did I hear you say that they

actually ate only beans and rice one
day to simulate living in a third-
world country?”

"They did! In fact, they did with-
out indoor plumbing for the day,

too."
“Really? And they spent an en-

tire week learning how to share their
faith and about the missions minis-
try of the BMA? What do you call
kids like this?”

"Warriors. Winners. Missionar-
ies."

That’s what BootCamp is all
about... Developing a love for mis-
sions in the hearts of students. Stu-
dents prepare themselves to reach
people in other parts of the world
with the gospel of Christ. Its a time

of preparation mentally, physically,
emotionally, but most of all, spiritu-
ally. We teach them to work, pray,
seek, tell and go! All because the
Father gave us the mandate to go!
June 6-9 over 50 students and spon-
sors learned what it might be like to
be a Missionary. And all summer
long DCM will be sending these
students across the globe to impact
lives with the love of Christ. They
will come back to us changed for-
ever. And our association will be
stronger because they went!

'Real Men' Urged to Stand Between Children and Sex Industry
By Bill Fancher
and Jody Brown

(AgapePress) - American men are
being challenged through a new
campaign to help fight child pornog-
raphy and its harmful impact, and to
come to the defense of the nation's
youth against an industry that seeks
to exploit them.

Pornography is a multi-billion-
dollar industry that exploits both

women and children, from infants to
teens, and preys on people's pruri-
ent interests, typically those of men.
Statistics indicate that every month,
32 million individuals visit an Internet
porn site -- and among all porn sites,
one out of every five pornographic
images is of a child.  Add to that the
fact that, according to the Center for
Crimes Research, 20 percent of youth
who use the Internet regularly have

been sexually solicited or ap-
proached.  Simply put, the business
of commercial sexual exploitation is
an aspect of a modern, technology-
driven society that leaves no one
untouched.

That is why an organization call-
ing itself "The Defenders" is target-
ing men, urging them to lead the way
and commit to defending women
and children from the lucrative porn
and sex trafficking industries.  Chap-
lain Henry Rogers, who is involved
in the effort, explains that the group
is taking a two-pronged approach,
attacking both the "sex-slave trade"
and the pornography industry, an
aspect with which he says "a lot of
guys and teenage boys wrestle."

Rogers says The Defenders re-
cently kicked off an advertising cam-
paign -- consisting of both radio and

TV spots -- aimed at its target audi-
ence: men.

"The Defenders campaign was
kicked off on Father's Day .... It was
introduced to bring this program to
men in this country and to help them
recognize that pornography is an
issue in this country that we've got
to make a decision about and to
make a commitment to refuse to be
involved in this industry," the group
spokesman says.

According to The Defenders'
website, the technology base avail-
able to children today -- such Internet
chat rooms and social networking
websites -- permit creation of "trea-
sure mines" of youth profiles for
sexual predators.  Other factors aid-
ing the explosion of commercial
sexual exploitation of children in-
clude toleration of sex-oriented busi-

nesses in advertising and the
breakup of the nuclear family.

The campaign asks men, through
a series of announcements, to com-
mit to refuse to use porn, to speak
out against it, and to educate and
protect women and children from
the harmful effects of the commer-
cial sexual exploitation industry.  The
NBC television network refused to
run the spots, claiming pornogra-
phy is legal in the U.S.  The Defend-
ers offered to alter the announce-
ments to focus specifically on child
pornography, but NBC did not re-
spond.

The Defenders offers an online
pledge for what it calls "real men"
who vow not to tolerate the sexual
exploitation of children, not to pur-
chase pornography in any form, and
not to buy sexual services.
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Marriage vs Wedding
About this time of year it seems like a lot of young folks

decide to get married.  Some have considered it for a long time
and some just jump up and get it done.

My observation over the years is that young couples seem
to put more emphasis and hard work into the "wedding" rather than the
"marriage".  They seem to lose their common sense and just go crazy over
the details of the wedding and spend enough on the wedding that would
go a long way toward groceries and rent the next week.

Now as ‘old-timey’ as I am, I still think a wedding should be a memorable
occasion and done as nicely as the family can afford - but stop there.

In planning a wedding more thought and prayer should be given to the
time following the ceremony.  The scripture says "marriage is honorable in
all".  And the reference to the ultimate marriage in Revelation 19:7 "Let us
be glad and rejoice, and give honor to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is
come, and his wife hath made herself ready."

We all need to concentrate on making "the bride" ready - without spot
or wrinkle.

Mini Version
We run a column from time to time by Bro. Joseph

Harris called "Mini-Edition". This issue of your
Mississippi Baptist is being prepared on Saturday,
July 1st. It is only 4 pages instead of our usual format of 8 pages. We will
call this our 'mini-version'.

I have been with my parents over the past 9 days and will return to their
home near Oxford, Mississippi, in just a couple of hours. My father is near
death and I must spend what time he has left with him and my mother. I know
that our readers will understand.

I ask that you pray for my dad, my mother and sister and me as we go
through this most difficult time. Dad is saved and ready to go, but the
departure process is difficult.

May God bless you for your understanding.

State Missionary
Needs VBS Help

Bro. Ed Duvall is seeking a
church, youth group, auxlilliary or
other dedicated and interested
individuals to come to Home-
stretch Baptist Mission in Cleve-
land, Mississippi to help with their
Vacation Bible School.

Dates are flexible and can be
worked out to suit those who feel
led to come help.

For further information please
contact Bro. Ray Freeman, Di-
rector of Missions at 601-428-
8616 in Laurel.

Pro-Family Activist Blasts Penn.
Senate's Civil Union Compromise
(AgapePress) - The president of the
American Family Association (AFA)
of Pennsylvania says lawmakers in
her state have voted to destroy tra-
ditional marriage. The pro-family
group is decrying a move by Penn-
sylvania senators that weakened a
proposed state marriage protection
amendment by stripping from it a
ban on civil unions.

Last week, the state Senate voted
38-12 in favor of a proposed consti-
tutional amendment protecting mar-
riage but removed language prohib-
iting civil unions. That June 21 vote
follows one earlier this month, in
which Pennsylvania House mem-
bers approved a proposed constitu-
tional amendment that not only de-
fines marriage as being between a
man and a woman but also outlaws
other domestic partnerships.

Because the amendments passed
by the two houses are different, a
voter referendum on the measure
could be delayed by two years. But
Diane Gramley, president of the AFA
of Pennsylvania, says marriage is an
essential issue and immediate steps
need to be taken to protect it from
redefinition.

"A marriage is the foundation of
society," Gramley asserts. "If we
can't see the need to protect that,
then we are all in trouble, not only
here in Pennsylvania but around the

nation," she says.
And contrary to the arguments of

homosexual "marriage rights" ad-
vocates, Gramley insists that a con-
stitutional marriage protection
amendment is not about discrimina-
tion against people in same-sex rela-
tionships. "Homosexuals are free to
live as they wish, but they are not
free to demand that we redefine
marriage and family," she says.

The AFA of Pennsylvania
spokeswoman believes homosexual
activists view civil unions as a step-
ping stone to legalized same-sex
marriage. She feels the state Senate,
by passing a constitutional amend-
ment that bans homosexual marriage
but allows civil unions, has opened
a door that homosexual activists will
undoubtedly exploit to undermine
traditional marriage.

Gramley says Pennsylvania sena-
tors have abandoned their Christian
and pro-family constituents by sup-
porting a constitutional amendment
that would allow civil unions to be
legalized. The amendment the Sen-
ate passed protects the word "mar-
riage" but not the institution, the
activist contends. For one-man, one-
woman marriage truly to be pro-
tected, she says, any state marriage
protection amendment must deal with
both same-sex marriage and civil
unions.

Parents' Persistent
Protest Pays Off;
Flags Removed
(AgapePress) - A pro-family group
is hailing the removal of a "homo-
sexual pride" flag from the wall of a
Michigan high school.

For almost two years, conserva-
tives have been protesting the pres-
ence of a rainbow flag displayed by
the Diversity Club at Howell High
School.  Students even formed a
Traditional Values Club in response
to the school's allowance of homo-
sexual activism on campus.  Last
Thursday (June 22) officials at the
school took down the rainbow flag,
the Christian flag displayed by the
Traditional Values Club, and those
of all other campus clubs.

Gary Glenn, president of the
American Family Association of
Michigan, says public outcry forced
school officials to reverse what he
describes as "one of the most outra-
geous examples of political correct-
ness ever seen in Michigan."

"This rainbow flag, which is [a]
universally recognized [gay pride
symbol] ... had been flying at Howell
High since the day after the 2004
election, specifically to protest voter
approval of a marriage protection
amendment to our state constitu-
tion," Glenn explains.  "And when
parents and students protested to
the school board, the school board
reacted by having a formal flag dedi-
cation ceremony for the so-called
'gay pride' flag."

Now, says the AFA-Michigan
spokesman, mounting public out-
cry has forced the school's hand in
what he describes as "a sad state of
affairs."

"I honestly think it got to the
point where their sacred gay pride
flag had to be sacrificed if that was
the only way they could remove the
Christian flag from Howell High,"
says Glenn.  "But the parent group
that organized 18 months ago for the
purpose of pressuring school offi-
cials to remove the gay pride flag
from their school finally made their
point, and finally succeeded."

Under a revised policy, student
clubs will be permitted to display
their flags only at the time and place
of their meetings.

Are we a lonely people?
Concerned Women for America (CWA) is highlighting a newly

released survey by the National Science Foundation that reveals an
epidemic of loneliness in America. The recent NSF General Social
Survey found that the number of "socially isolated" Americans has
doubled since 1985, with more than a quarter of U.S. citizens saying there
is no one with whom they can talk about their personal troubles.

Dr. Janice Shaw Crouse, senior fellow of CWA's Beverly LaHaye
Institute, notes that the last 40 years have seen a sharp increase in
society's percentage of unrelated individuals - defined by the Census
Bureau as those people who do not live in a family group. This statistic
that has risen from six percent to 16 percent during that 40-year period,
and Crouse wonders at what point this "tide of unrelatedness," fed by
unrestrained "narcissistic individualism," will reach a critical societal
flood level. "Our nation is reaping unprecedented prosperity accompa-
nied, ironically, by a lack of connectedness," the CWA spokeswoman
laments. "We have enough wealth to ensure compassion and to pursue
justice, but our lack of connectedness is withering both."

According to Crouse, about 70 percent of these unrelated individuals
live alone, with no commitments or shared history to bind and bond them
to others. She has written extensively about the trend toward loneliness
in her report called Gaining Ground: A Profile of American Women in the
Twentieth Century (2000).
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Special Emphasis A Joy!
I have heard individuals (mostly

pastors) talk about the constant re-
quests for 'special offerings' from
both the national and state minis-
tries of our Association.

What are they talking about? Well
it is the simple opportunity to be a
participant in the Great Commission!
The Lord said to go and to teach and
to baptize. He told us to be compas-
sionate and caring. He gave us the
example of the Good Samaritan.

No ministry asks for money
lightly. We know where the offer-
ings come from and we know many
sacrifice to give.

May I encourage each of our
churches and church members to
give joyfully and abundandtly. It is
just as blessed to give so someone
may hear the Gospel as it is to tell
them personally about Jesus. The
outcome is the same.

Remember, God loves the cheer-
ful giver and He promises to give
back to us in a manner that will
overflow our cup.

-the editor
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Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE

FOR SERVICE

News articles should
contain information that will
be of interest to the general
public who are not members

of the church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Sam Freeman
Bro. Sam Freeman has resigned

the pastorate of Magnolia Heights
Baptist Church, Forest, Mississippi
after 4 years of service. He is avail-
able for pulpit supply or pastoral
work at the Lord leads. He may be
reached at 601-697-0749 or 601-426-
2123.

Larry Pierce
Bro. Larry Pierce is available for

pulpit supply as the Lord leads. He
has been in the ministry since 1996
and is a 1997 graduate of Southeast-
ern Bible College, Birmingham, Ala-
bama. He may be reached by calling
601-947-3531.

CHILDREN'S HOME
118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-3928

SIDNEY DAVIS

DIRECTOR

Food and Miscellaneous Rally
The Hobolochitto Association

had their annual rally for the Home
on May 15.  This
meeting was held
with the Mill Creek
Baptist Church
near Picayune and
Pastor Arthur Lee.
We would like to
express our appre-
ciation to each
church and indi-
vidual who gave to
this rally.

Summer Activities
While the children are out of

school for the summer a lot of activi-

ties are taking place.  A busy sched-
ule practically has the calendar full
and the summer will be gone before
long.  Remember the Home in your
prayers that God’s protective care
will be upon us.

Special Offerings
Special offerings received since

our last listing are as follow:  New
Bethany, Ellisville, $500; Vernon H.
Bobo, Tishomingo, $20; Spring Hill,
Laurel, $250; Hobolochitto Asso-
ciation, $20; Wolf Creek, Pass Chris-
tian, $100; Lee’s Chapel #2, Pica-
yune, $150; East Central Associa-
tion, $200; New Bethany Brother-
hood, Ellisville, $30; Buffalo Chil-
dren, McLain, $41.20.

Big Creek Brotherhood to meet
The Big Creek District WMA and

Brotherhood will meet Monday night,
July 10, at 7:00 P.M., at Lebanon Bap-
tist Church, Laurel.  You are cordially
invited to attend these meetings.  The
Brotherhood will meet in the family life
center and the WMA will meet in the
sanctuary.

First, Louin to hold VBS
FBC of Louin will be conducting a

Vacation Bible School July 17th through
the 20th.   The VBS will be led by a Heart
for Home Ministries of Clarksville,
Arkansas. The family ministry team is
comprised of the Gary Thomas Family.
Brother Gary and Mrs. Detra have seven
children and have been spreading the
Gospel in this capacity since 1999.

The Bible School will feature music
(bluegrass, gospel), ventriloquist pup-
pets, missionary stories, scripture
memory, prizes, juggling, evangelistic
object lessons, games and refreshments.

Services will be from 6:30 p.m. until
8:15 p.m.  For more information you
may contact Dena Sharp (739-3878) or
Alison White (739-3561) Children from
K5 – 6th grade are invited to attend.

Corinth, Runnelstown
Corinth Baptist Church will host a

Gospel singing on Sunday, July 16th
beginning at 2:00 P.M.  Come join us in
singing and praising the Lord. You may
bring your tapes or CDs to sing along
with or ask our pianist to play for you.
Everyone is cordially invited to attend.

are going to the  Ukraine, attended this
part of the camp.

The GMA's and sponsors attended
National GMA Camp on the 13-16th.
There was a good group of young ladies
who attended.  On the 15th the Golden
Agers met and had a good time of fellow-
ship and food.

On the 18th all of the fathers that
were present were honored with a nice
gift for Father's Day.

The WMA met on the 21st and the
speaker was Tonya Gentry.  We are
working on another cookbook, so ladies
get your recipes ready.

Our Junior Youth camp was held at
Decator, MS on the 21-23.  Everyone
reported having a good time.

The Brotherhood breakfast met at 7
am for a time of fellowship and food on
the 25th.

Our Junior High Retreat was held on
the 26-27 at Lake Tiak-O’Khata in Lou-
isville, MS.  A good group attended from
Bethel.

There have been six additions since
last report.  Ya'll come to see us when
you can.

Tracy McMillen, Assistant Pastor
Joyce Cooley, Reporter

We are located at the corner of Corinth
Church Road and Highway 42 near
Runnelstown, Mississippi.

Mrs. Marion Greene,
Church Reporter

Hopewell hosts Tombigbee meeting
Hopewell Baptist Church, Fulton,

hosted the Tombigbee Association on
June 8 with ninety-three people attend-
ing. Following a delicious meal, the meet-
ing was opened with congregational sing-
ing.

Bro. Rayburn Freeman gave an en-
couraging report on five of our state
missionaries and shared how God is
using the Revolving Loan Fund to bless
people in and out of our state and coun-
try. Bro. Joseph Oyeleye informed us of
continued progress at the Maple Street
Mission.

According to Bro. Roger Franks,143
campers attended the Tombigbee-
Judson Camp; many surrendered to God
for salvation or recommitted their lives
to service.

Bro. Mike Allred, pastor of Wood-
land, Columbus,challenged us from II
Timothy 2:1,2. "Who are y o u
mentoring? Are you investing in the
future of the Lord's work by mentoring
a young person?"

Bro. Roger Franks extended to all an
invitation to Lone Oak, West Point for
the July 6 meeting. A meal will be served
at 6:00 P.M. The meeting will begin at
7:00 P.M.

Lavon Haden, president
Beth Haden, assistant reporter

State Senator Pickering to speak at
God and Country services

State Senator Stacy Pickering will be
the featured speaker at the God & Coun-
try Services at the Shiloh Baptist Church,
795 Highway 532, Mt. Olive, MS, on
Sunday, July 2nd, at 10:50 A.M. The
church members and Pastor, D. B. Rice,
cordially invite everyone to come and
hear Senator Pickering.

The service will close with pot-luck
dinner served at the church Fellowship
Hall, and everyone in attendance are
welcome to eat and fellowship with
Senator Pickering and each other during
the hour.

Revival at Dykes Chapel
Beginning Sunday morning, July

16th, and ending July 22nd, Dykes
Chapel Missionary Baptist Church,
Richton, Mississippi, will hold revival
services featuring preachers from the
East Central Missionary Baptist Asso-
ciation. Sunday we start with morning
services, lunch, and evening preaching.
Saturday night at 7:00 p.m. we close out
the revival with the Mississippi Five
Bluegrass Band.

Chaplain Forrest “Bro” Bankston to
lead revival

Bro. Bo Bankston will preach in
revival services at Shiloh Baptist Church,
795 Highway 532, Mt. Olive, Missis-
sippi, beginning Sunday, July 16, with
Sunday School at 10:00  and the Morn-
ing Worship to begin at 10:50 A.M.
Lunch will be served at the church at
noon with a service following at 1:15 or
1:30 P. M.

The weekday services will begin each
evening, Monday, July 17, through
Wednesday night, July 19, at 7:00 P.M.
A nursery will be provided for the con-
venience of parents with small children
for each service.

Chaplin Bankston is serving in the
National Guard and is stationed at Camp
Shelby as a Chaplain to the troops and
personnel there. He has recently seen
duty in Iraq with our men and women
there. He has pastored churches in Mis-
sissippi of which the latest was the
Woodland Baptist Church of Colum-
bus.

Everyone is invited to come and at-
tend. A nursery will be provided for
every service.

Bethel, Fulton
My how time flies when you are

serving the Lord!! On the 6th-9th, the
National Galilean Camp was held in
Gary, Texas.  There  was a good group
of young men that attended and also two
of our young men came in third place.
We are so proud of them, and thankful
for the sponsors  that take the time to
teach them the Word of God.  The VSM
Camp was held at  this same time and
Sarah Hebert and Emily Coleman, who

Annual Northeast WMA Retreat held
On May 6 eighty-six ladies were refreshed by the warm fellowship,

satisfying meal, and candid program ("Clothed in Christ") at the fourth
annual ladies' retreat hosted by East Amory Baptist Church ladies. The
congregational singing and special singing by Beverly Beane and the
Shiloh Trio prepared our hearts to absorb the message from Colossians 3,
ably presented to us by Mrs. Rita Sweatt.

By removing the black (sinful) clothing from a mannequin and replacing
that with white (pure) clothing, Mrs. Sweatt clearly demonstrated the ugly,
sinful qualities of the carnal man that God wants us to replace with those
pure, Christian qualities that only He can enable us to wear. None of us
escaped being convicted of the need to examine ourselves in the light of
Colossians 3 and ask God's help in clothing ourselves in those qualities that
reflect His character shining through us."

How can a WMA lady better be an example to others than to be involved
in promoting the work of Christ? Show your involvement by meeting with
us on August 15 at 6:00 P.M. at Providence Baptist Church, Amory.

Beth Haden, reporter

THE RANTINGS AND RAVINGS OF BROTHER RITECHUS N DIGNATION

Who is Brother Ritechus N Dignation?
Brother Ritechus N. Dignation is a down home country preacher and a right likable guy. He speaks his mind
without mincing words, yet never in a caustic way. He complains, but also commends. He castigates the pulpit
as well as the pew. He preaches, but then picks in fun. Mary Poppins said “A spoon full of sugar makes the medicine
go down” and Brother RND usually gives just enough sugar to make the medicine bearable. You may not always
agree with him, but then as Brother Ritechus himself might say, in his “down South“ way, “Well, you’re just on
the wrong side of the fence.”

Offended
Folks

I’m fired up. I just heard about a
school over across the lake in En-
gland that’s got a real problem.
Seems they are skittish about some
children’s nursery rhymes. They are
all in a stew over Baa Baa Black
Sheep. Apparently, it’s racist. Now
when nursery rhymes that have been
around for years and years start
offend’in, then it’s time to call the
cuckoo truck. With tongue in cheek,

just consider the following:
I’m more concerned about some

real offenses that are actually in these
rhymes. Baa Baa Black Sheep also
asks if you have any wool, and the
answer is “Yes sir, yes sir, three bags
full.” Now how do you suppose that
wool got in those bags? It was
trimmed off the sheep, which means
they got a haircut, which means bald
headed people can now be offended.
And I’m one of ‘em. That makes me
mad as hornets.

And how about Jack Sprat who
could eat no fat? That’s okay, but his
wife could eat no lean, which means
all she eats is fat. It’s not hard to
figure out she must be big as a house.
As my old friend Cowlick used to
say, “That’s a lotta lard.” I take ex-

ception to that and I’m hurt.
The Old Woman Who Lived in a

Shoe had so many children she
didn’t know what to do. Appar-
ently, she did know what to do.
There’s no mention of a husband.
That’s offensive to unmarried wel-
fare moms who are siphoning off the
government treasure chest. Hey,
they have rights too, you know. We
should be sensitive. If they want to
exercise their unbridled
reproductivity skills, we shouldn’t
make fun of them with hurtful nurs-
ery rhymes.

I just think it’s high time we sharp-
ened our sensitivity and started
teach’in our kids a little more re-
spect and chunk those hurtful
rhymes. What do you think?


