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Emabassy Suites, Rogers, Arkansas

The 2019 session of the Bap-
tist Missionary Association of
America will meet May 6-8 at
the Northwest Arkansas Con-
vention Center in Rogers, Ar-
kansas. The facilities and ho-
tels are looking forward to our
meeting there. Rogers’ accom-
modations offer plenty of space
for all of our meetings and lodg-
ing. We hope that you will make
your reservations early. Most
of the hotels can make your
reservations either by phone
or online, but you must iden-
tify that you are with the Bap-
tist Missionary Association of
America.

The Embassy Suites Hotel,
3303 Pinnacle Hills Parkway,

Rogers, Arkansas, will
serve as our head-
quarters hotel for the
annual meeting in
Rogers. The Embassy
Suites adjoins the con-
vention center to pro-
vide the easiest access
to all of the associa-
tion meetings and ac-
tivities. Here is the
contact information
for the hotel.
• Embassy Suites Northwest
Arkansas (Headquarters Ho-
tel), 3303 Pinnacle Hills Park-
way, Rogers, AR: (Single/
Double, $149 per night; Triple,
$159.00; Quad, $169) (Stan-
dard Double or King room).

Telephone reservations: 479-
254-8400. Complimentary self-
parking for all guests
(Valet parking is available).
Full breakfast included. Res-
ervation cutoff date is April 14,
2019.
In addition to the headquar-
ters hotel, additional overfl ow

facilities are available in the
area. Following is a list of prop-
erties that have blocked rooms
for the BMA meeting.
• Candlewood Suites, 4601
West Rozell, Rogers, AR: (Stu-
dio suite, 2 full-size beds:
$99.00). Telephone reserva-
tions: 479-636-2783. Reserva-
tion cutoff date is April 19,
2019.
• Country Inns & Suites, 4304
West Walnut, Rogers, AR:
(Standard two queen or one
king suite: $129.00). Tele-
phone reservations: 479-633-
0055. Use Group Code:
0505BMAOFA. Reservation
cutoff date is April 5, 2019.
• Hyatt Place, 4610 West Wal-
nut, Rogers, AR: ($116.00).
Telephone reservations: 479-
633-8555. Reservation cutoff
date is April 1, 2019.
• Fairfi eld Inn & Suites, 4611
Rozell Road, Rogers, AR:

(Single: $99.00; Double/Double:
$99.00; Executive King:
$109.00). Telephone reserva-
tions: 479-936-5900. Use Group
Code: SMERF. Reservation
cutoff date is April 20, 2019.
• Hampton Inn, 4501 West
Walnut, Rogers, AR: (Double
Queen: $144.00). Telephone
reservations: 479-986-0500.
Reservation cutoff date is April
6, 2019.
• Aloft Rogers-Bentonville,
1103 S 52nd Street, Rogers,
AR: (King: $119.00). Telephone
reservations: 479-268-6799.
Reservation cutoff date is April
5, 2019.

The association has incurred
penalty payments in some years
because we did not use our full
block of rooms.

Please help us avoid a situa-
tion like that this year. We
appreciate your help.

2019 National meeting in Rogers, Arkansas

It’s Time to Make Your Reservations
from BMAA Committee on Arrangements

Jerome Cooper, Bill Thornton, and Daniel Williams

How Will You Outlive Your Life?
from BMAA Missionsfrom BMAA Missionsfrom BMAA Missionsfrom BMAA Missionsfrom BMAA Missions

Think for a moment about your future. How
do you want to be remembered by your chil-
dren, grandchildren, and beyond? Long after
you’ve gone home, what legacy do you hope
you’ll have left?

Most people hope they will leave a legacy of
love and kindness. A believer will most likely
hope they left a godly legacy that led people to
the Lord.

This World Missions
Day, we at BMA Mis-
sions hope you will con-
sider honoring the
Legacy of Hope that so many missionaries have
left, leading countless souls to the kingdom. We
also hope you will remember those in your own
church family who have left a lasting legacy in
your community for Christ. Together, let’s honor
those who have faithfully followed the Lord
throughout their lifetime.

As we honor those who have left a godly
legacy, let’s follow their example by investing
in the mission of God today. Let’s pledge to
outlive our lives by giving toward ministries
across the globe that may currently seem small,

but will grow to produce disciples and churches
for generations to come.

On February 24, 2019, as your church cel-
ebrates World Missions Day, we encourage you
to take up an offering for world missions in
honor of a legacy member (or members) within
your congregation. When you register for this
event, include the name of your legacy member(s)
in the space provided, and we will send you a

certificate to present
to them on World Mis-
sions Day.
Additionally, when

you register for World
Missions Day, we will send you complimentary
bulletin inserts and posters to promote the
event, and your pastor will receive a free BMA
Missions fleece vest. Register your church online
at bmamissions.org/worldmissionsday, by
emailing Paige West at paige@bmamissions.org,
or over the phone by calling the Missions office
at 501-455-4977.

Choose to “outlive your life” this February 24
by giving funds to invest in missionaries who
work daily to share the hope of Christ around
the world.

Don Brown

No One But No One But No One But No One But No One But YYYYYou!ou!ou!ou!ou!
January of each year has been designated as "Special Empha-

sis Month" for your Publications Department.
Our need is real. . . Publications is vital . . . and we can rely

on No One But YouNo One But YouNo One But YouNo One But YouNo One But You . . . our supporters!
Our ministry is to keep the churches and

members informed about the work and ministry
of the BMA of Mississippi and America. The
printed page has always been a very efficient
communications tool.

We publish and mail the Mississippi Baptist
Paper twice each month to allow our depart-
ments, auxiliaries, churches, missionaries to
share their needs and blessings.

Your Mississippi Baptist includes news and
columns to inform, encourage, and bless our readers.

The fee for your monthly subscrip-
tion is only $1.30 per month, yet our
cost is currently over $1.80 per month.
The difference is made up by the gen-
erosity of our churches with monthly

support offerings and generous Special Gifts given each year
during January.

Thank you for your support through the years and thank you
for helping to support this vital ministry.

We hope you will give a generous offering during January
2019.
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BMA of Mississippi Pastor’s Retreat
January 21 - 22, 2019

Lake Tiak O’Khata — Louisville, Mississippi
SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES

“…exercise thyself rather unto godliness.”
1 Timothy 4:7

The Registration Fee this year is $65.00 if staying in the
bunkhouse. This includes the retreat, one night in the bunkhouse,
and your three meals.

If you choose to reserve a hotel room, then the Registration
Fee will be $45.00 which includes the retreat and three meals.
You are individually responsible for reserving and paying for your
hotel room. The number to Lake Tiak O'Khata for reservations is
662-773-7853.

Registration will begin at 1:00 p.m. on Monday afternoon and
the retreat will conclude with lunch at 11:30 on Tuesday.

Happy New Year!
It seems like only yesterday

that we were worried what the
turn of the century would bring
with the year 2000! We are
almost 1/5 of the way through
the 21st century and yet things
have not changed too drasti-
cally.

There is still chaos around
the world, wars constantly pop-
ping up, humanism and anti
religious bigotry is on the rise.

Political turmoil and societal
upheaval have gotten so com-
mon place that nothing seems
to shock us anymore.

The world is truly running
away from God at an ever
increasing speed. And yet, with
all of this, we must realize that
God is still in charge, He is on
His throne, He is all powerful
and all knowing and will not
and has not abandoned His

people or His word. Amen!
2019 is here - 2018 is gone

and we are still commanded to
do the work He has called us
to. God's people sharing His
Word and calling the world to
repentance and faith is Jesus,
the Christ.

With all confidence and with
all joy let us do the works of
Him that has commanded us
and go to the world and tell
them the Good News!

May God bless us all in 2019!

Obituaries

Rev. Jimmy CresswellRev. Jimmy CresswellRev. Jimmy CresswellRev. Jimmy CresswellRev. Jimmy Cresswell
Jimmy Cresswell, 81, of

Bentonia, Mississippi, passed
away Friday December 7, 2018
at The Holmes County Long
Term Care Facility in Durant.
A Minister he was a member of
Scotland Baptist Church. Sur-
vivors include his wife; Ann
Woods Cresswell, sons; Roger
Cresswell of Vicksburg, and
Danny Cresswell of Fairhope,
Alabama; 5 grandchildren, 7
great grandchildren; brothers
Ernest “Bud” Cresswell of The
Anding Community, and Lewis
Cresswell of Houston, Texas.
Services were held December
10th at Scotland Baptist
Church. Rev. Glen Allen and
Rev. Earl Reyer officiated.

Bro. Cresswell served the
Lord faithfully for many years.
His last place of service was
Liberty Baptist Church of Isola,
Mississippi. He was a blessing
to this church during his ten-
ure there. The Cresswell fam-
ily grew up singing and were
very talented. Jimmy and his
sons Roger and Danny sang
together and blessed many
with their talent.

Bro. Jimmy was loved and
will be missed. May God’s grace
be with his wife Ann and the
entire Cresswell family.

Edward WilliamsEdward WilliamsEdward WilliamsEdward WilliamsEdward Williams
Bro. Edward A. Williams,

81, of Laurel, Mississippi, died
Friday, December 14th, 2018
at South Central Regional
Medical Center in Laurel, Mis-
sissippi. He was born Thurs-
day, May 27, 1937 in Laurel,
Mississippi. Services were
Tuesday, December 18, 2018
with burial in Sharon Cem-
etery. Bro. Joe Watts, Bro.
Aaron Parker and Bro. Shots
Stenson officiated.

Bro. Williams pastored a
number of churches in Missis-
sippi. He was preceded in death
by his father, Clinton Williams;
mother, Angie Lee Williams;
daughter, Mavilon Nicholson;
brother, Buddy Williams and
sister, Lillie Mae Jones.

Survivors include his wife of
62 years Betty Williams; son,
Aaron Williams (Rachel);
grandchildren, Richard
Nicholson (Brittany), Chuck
Williams (Megan), Cory Will-
iams (Heidi); great grandchil-
dren, Hanna Nicholson,

Haiden Nicholson, Hunter
Nicholson, Livia Nicholson,
Logan Williams, Eli Williams,
Isaac Williams, Gabe Williams
and Kaleb Williams; sisters;
Mary Catherine Jenkins (WD)
and Jenny James (Earl); a host
of nieces and nephews.

Randy SessionsRandy SessionsRandy SessionsRandy SessionsRandy Sessions
Randy Sessions, 62, of

Bryan, Texas, passed away
recently. Services were held
December 28, 2018 at Red Hill
Cemetery with Bro. Eddie
Marsh and Bro. Mike Cross
officiating.

Randy was born March 23,
1956 in Athens. His faith led
him into the ministry where
he spent over 40 years
pastoring.

Survivors include his wife of
44 years Karen Sessions of
Bryan; daughters Rachel Cross
and husband Mike of Bullard,
Rebekah Andrews and hus-
band Russell of Center; son
Joe Nicholas Sessions and wife
Brittany of Amarillo;  sisters;
JoAnne Caldwell of
Brownsboro, Beverly
Knickerbocker of Ben Wheeler,
Gail Smitty of Rusk, and sev-
eral grandchildren.

1 Peter 1.2 “May grace and peace be multiplied to you.”
Certainly this is the place anyone wants to be with grace and

peace being multiplied in their lives! How does this come about?
That information is contained in the preceding verse. It is abun-
dantly clear and to the point regarding the source of this grace and
peace. It comes from the providence of God in our lives. It is first
the action of a Holy Father in heaven who chooses us to be His.

Second it is through the Holy Spirit working in
our hearts to convince us of our tenacious unwill-
ingness to come to the Father - that is called sinful
condition - apart from God - lost because of our
own chosen way.

The third action is this: Jesus came to the cross
to shed His blood.  That is how we are sprinkled -
like the Old Testament High Priest who sprinkled
the blood of the lamb at the altar to atone for the
sins of the people.

Dear  Reader, this process makes us able to be obedient to His
calling through the work of the Holy Spirit to receive Jesus as our
Savior. Yes, this is how grace and peace are multiplied to the one
who is a believer - a Christian.

Grace and peace, are they being multiplied to you?
Dr. Tony Cleaver is a retired U.S. Army Chaplain and Director of Distance
Learning for BMA Seminary. You may contact him at
jstmcleaver@embarqmail.com

A Thought From Scripture
by Dr. Tony Cleaver

Tony Cleaver



 3January 1, 2019 •  Mississippi Baptist

Ministering To Young People
by Anders Lee

Anders Lee

Editor Apology - Bro. Lee prepare the
following article for out December issue.
Due to an error by this editor, I failed to
print it as intended. I have apologized to
Bro. Lee and I now do the same to our
readers and the Windham family.
.

At Christmastime one of the key
things that is always discussed and
thought about is GIFTS! At the Lee
house we always ask our kids to
make a list of three gifts. One thing
they need, one
thing they want,
and one thing
they would love
to give to
someone else. Of
course we
always make it
clear that the
real “gift” at
Christmas is
Jesus and it’s
Him that we
celebrate. Paul stated in 2
Corinthians 9:15: “Thanks be unto
God for his unspeakable gift.” There
is no other “gift” like Him!

One of the reasons He is such an
incredible gift is that He changes
people all around us! WOW! That’s

one of the reasons that
He is the “unspeakable
gift.” He transforms
people’s lives to live for
Him and serve Him and
bless others… and well
to the point that they
become “gifts” to others!
That’s why we celebrate
at Christmas, because of who He is
and what He does in the lives of
people!

During our lives and in our minis-
try God always sends some very
special people along the way that He
has indeed transformed… ‘”Gifts!”
They come along side of us in minis-
try and their impact is so unique that
it’s hard to say what an incredible
difference they have made in your
life and ministry. I have had many
“gifts” in my life and ministry. I
could start naming names, but there
really is only one “GIFT” that I want
to name in this article. Latrelle
Windham!

As many of you who have been
around the ole BMA know, he was
our long time State Youth Director
here in Mississippi. God did a special
work in him that made him a “gift” to
everyone he knew. He made a huge

impact on many teens’ lives and in
the lives of youth pastors all over the
state. When I was the Youth Pastor
at Calvary in Horn Lake, he called
often to encourage me and asked me
how he could pray for me. When we
went to either camp in Wiggins,
Mississippi, or “Teen Conference” in
Hattiesburg, Mississippi, he inter-
acted many times with my teens
personally. They loved him! I loved
him!

He had a great rapport with the
youth guys around the state. He was
always faithful and diligent at his
work. He was a planner and an “on
time” sort of guy. He never liked to
be behind on planning the big events.
He wanted feedback and ideas and
was always open to constructive
criticism. He thought outside the box
and yet was willing to stay in that
box when needed. He also loved
bringing in the best people he could
to the camps and conferences. I loved
working with him! He indeed was a
“gift” to everyone who knew him! I
know he was to me! I’ve thought
about him a lot recently, then heard
about his passing. He has been and
will be missed in our ranks in the
BMA. I only regret that I didn’t get
to tell him what he meant to me
before his passing. I’ve been busy on
many fronts and just didn’t get that
done.

So my challenge to you in this
article is simply this. In this Christ-
mas season, make a personal effort to
meet with, go out to eat with, be a

WHAT A GIFT!!!

blessing to the “gifts” in your minis-
try right now. They need to know
what they mean to you in ministry
and on a personal basis! We all have
them in our lives. Let them know
what a tremendous blessing they are!

When I realized that I had missed
the opportunity to speak with Bro.
Latrelle before his passing, I had to
think through who I needed to reach
out to right now and I’ve done that!
So, take the time to think through
who all that is in your life and go
bless them this Christmas season!

I want to take this opportunity to
thank Bro. Don Brown for allowing
me to contribute to the Mississippi
Baptist. I hope these articles are an
encouragement and a blessing in
some way. I enjoy doing it for him
and all of you! I also want to recog-
nize the fact that he (Don Brown) is
one of those “gifts” in my life and
yours! WOW!!! Congratulations on 40
YEARS of being the Editor of the
Mississippi Baptist! We all are
blessed by your work and don’t take
it for granted! THANK YOU DON for
your faithful dedication to the work
of the Lord and the BMA of Missis-
sippi!!!
From the Lee house to all of you,
MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY
NEW YEAR!!!

Lee is a church planter in Southhaven,
Mississippi. He is a pastor and former
youth minister and may be contacted at
anders.lee571@gmail.com

Latrelle Windham

“Manners and More Manners”
by Dr. John Adams, pastor

First Baptist Church of Mantachie

The little things really do count.
They actually count for much more
than we think.  We call them the
“Golden Rules of Life.”  They are con-
sistently talked of in the Word of God.
So it is impossible to overstate the need
and the importance of mannerisms that
please God and that help life go better.

Someone states that they are riding
at full speed a life of harshness, awful
manners, bad temperament, and an
attitude of selfishness.  So, if you’re
riding that horse at full speed and
you’re being chased by a lion and there’s
a giraffe in the way in front of you, how
do you escape?  Get off the carousel!
You and I can improve our daily man-
ners and make our life better.  Get off
the carousel!

About the Bible and MannersAbout the Bible and MannersAbout the Bible and MannersAbout the Bible and MannersAbout the Bible and Manners
Solid guidelines about good etiquette

and social/family life start our heart to
singing.  When someone follows proper
etiquette and expected rules, we say
that person has good manners.  I
Corinthians 10:31 says “Whether there-
fore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye
do, do all to the glory of God.”
Our Heavenly Father desires for Chris-

tian behavior to glorify Him.  These
good manners help point individuals
that watch us, to a bet-
ter life and to possibly
a saving relationship
to Jesus Christ.  When
we carry the love of
Jesus with us, our good
manners affects the
way others see our
Savior and Lord.
II Timothy 2:22-26
“Flee also youthful
lusts: but follow righteousness, faith,
charity, peace, with them that call on
the Lord out of a pure heart. But foolish
and unlearned questions avoid, know-
ing that they do gender strifes.  And
the servant of the Lord must not strive;
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach,
patient, in meekness instructing those
that oppose themselves; if God
peradventure will give them repen-
tance to the acknowledging of the truth;
and that they may recover themselves
out of the snare of the devil, who are
taken captive by him at his will.”
Ephesians 6:1-3 “Children, obey your
parents in the Lord: for this is right.
Honour thy father and mother; which
is the first commandment with prom-
ise; that it may be well with thee, and
thou mayest live long on the earth.”

About the Family and MannersAbout the Family and MannersAbout the Family and MannersAbout the Family and MannersAbout the Family and Manners
In the world of mannerisms, we

should not disrespect family by failing
to use good manners.  Many family
members have done some pretty amaz-
ing things for us.  Grandparents, par-
ents, children, aunts/uncles, nieces/
nephews, and the larger family de-
serve the words “thank you”, please,
and many compliments.  These
thoughts are for every age group, young
and old.

Around the family house, avoid be-
ing lazy and listless.  Make eye contact
as you talk and share, put the cell
phone down especially at the table,
learn to shake hands and hugs are
always in vogue.
Manners and etiquette certainly help
around your home.  Clean faces, decent
and clean clothes, clean hair, soft
speech, and kind voices.  Our appear-
ance and our words need to say who we
are as followers of Christ.  These type
things reflect on your family and what
your parents and teachers have taught
you.

From the writings of Mary Dell
Harrington on motherhood, she de-
clared “that good family etiquette sug-
gests gratitude rather than entitle-
ment.”  She reminded us that “man-
ners are something that people will
remember about us.”

About the Small Things and Man-About the Small Things and Man-About the Small Things and Man-About the Small Things and Man-About the Small Things and Man-
nersnersnersnersners

Research tell us that being kind to
others makes us happier.  Just so, our
Bible has declared this before any re-
search.  Manners are written all over
Ephesians 4:32 “And be ye kind one to
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God for Christ’s sake
hath forgiven you.”  Then Paul de-
clares in Ephesians 5:1 “Be ye there-
fore followers of God, as dear children.”

Manners in the small things of ev-
eryday life says “I love and care for you.
Your fellowship is more important than
my feelings.”  Use good manners that
will please our Father and His Son
Jesus Christ.

What are the Best Manners to TeachWhat are the Best Manners to TeachWhat are the Best Manners to TeachWhat are the Best Manners to TeachWhat are the Best Manners to Teach
Children?Children?Children?Children?Children?
Here are what I consider to be the 10
most important manners.

While many of these seem like com-
mon sense, children don’t know what’s
expected of them until you explain it.
Make your expectations clear, and then
model it yourself so they can see good
manners in action.
1.  Say please.
2.  Say thank you.
3.  Apologize.
4.  Smile & have a good attitude.

continued on page 8

Dr. John Adams
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Philippine Missionaries Cris and Alicia Ramshur Samson

A Report on Philippine Missions from the Samsons
Editor’s Note Editor’s Note Editor’s Note Editor’s Note Editor’s Note - I requested a report
from the Samson family on their work
in the Philippines. Alicia Ramsur, a
registered nurse, went to the Philip-
pines a number of years ago as a mis-
sionary. She has since married, had a
son, and graduated from medical school.
As a trained physician she and her
husband Cris will be ministering both
in church planting, church support and
training, and in medical missions. The
following report is a combination of
reports they have given while on fur-
lough. They will be in the states for a
period of time and then return to the
Philippines.

His StoryHis StoryHis StoryHis StoryHis Story
My name is Cris Samson. I am a

Filipino. I was born into a Catholic
family. Both of my parents were de-
vout Catholics. When I was 16 years

old, my uncle who lived far from us
decided to visit our home. During his
visit, he invited me to come to his home

to live for 1 year.
Since I did not know my uncle well,

I did not know that he was a pastor
until I went to live in his home. Early
each morning, as we sat at the break-

fast table, my uncle
would share the
Gospel of Christ
with me. This was
the first time that
I had been told
about Jesus and
did not believe at
first. My uncle pa-
tiently shared with
me each morning
for one month. In
August 1995, I ac-
cepted Christ as
my Lord and per-
sonal Savior.

At that time, my
family was still

Catholic. So, I started to share the
Gospel with them. This was before the
time of cell phones and text messages,

so I would write letters sharing with
them scriptures from God’s Word.

After one year, I
went back to my home.
I continued to share
with my family the
Gospel of Christ. Not
all accepted right
away, but eventually,
my parents and all 3 of
my brothers came to
know Jesus as their
Savior. My parents
have 4 sons and we
have all surrendered
to the ministry and are
currently serving the
Lord in some area of
ministry.

Although I was the first to accept the
Lord as Savior, I was the last of my
brothers to attend Bible School. In 2008,
after graduating college and working
for a few years, I accepted the call to
ministry and continued my studies at
the Baptist Missionary Association
Bible College in Talisay City, Negros
Occidental, Philippines.

I went on to graduate from the Bible
school in 2012 and started a pioneering
work as a missionary in the northern
part of our island. After 3 years, the
mission became an established local
church. I continued to work with the
church for a few months, after which I
felt the Lord leading me to continue
planting churches.  I returned home to
my home church and began a new
church plant in my home city.  At this
time, Alicia was in medical school. This
was the first opportunity that God pro-
vided for us to partner evangelism and
medicine together. With the help of

other medical students and healthcare
providers, we saw God use this part-
nership to reach a community for
Christ. Today, the mission continues to
grow.

Our vision has been and continues to
be to reach people by meeting their

physical needs in order to meet their
spiritual needs. This is an example
Jesus set for us.

Her StoryHer StoryHer StoryHer StoryHer Story
My name is Alicia Ramshur-Samson.

I grew up right here not too far down
the road in the Mt. Gilead community.
My parents are Darrel and Janice
Ramshur. I have 2 sisters, one of which
is my twin sister. We attended Colum-
bia Academy.

It was during my high school days
that I felt the Lord leading me to be a
missionary. One of the challenges for
any high school senior is choosing a
college and a career path. I made the
decision to seek a nursing degree with
the idea in mind that some day I would
use nursing on a foreign mission field.
Even though this might have been in
the back of my mind, I still had doubts

Cris, Alicia & Benjamin Samson

Dr. Alicia Samson at a local medical mission effort in Philippines

Medical mission efforts used to reach out to people with the Gospel

continued on next page

BMA Seminary ‘Heritage Walk’

Give a Long-Lasting Gift!
Instead of purchasing a gift or gift certificate that will be a short-term blessing,

here is an idea - purchase an engraved brick from BMA Seminary Alumni and
Friends Association that will be a long-term blessing. Your engraved brick will
be there for all to see each
time they walk down “The
Heritage Walk” at BMA
Seminary.

You, or the person you
honor, do not have to be a
graduate of BMA Semi-
nary. This “walk” is de-
signed as a place to re-
member those who are
special to us or have made
an impact on our lives.

An engraved brick can be purchased for a special pastor, professor, friend, or
family member. A brick could also be created for a church, Sunday School class,
or business.

To order an engraved brick go to bmats.edu/heritage. For additional informa-
tion email alumni@bmats.edu or call 903-721-0622 before the deadline of June
1, 2019. Regular bricks are $100 and square bricks are $250.

If your gift is in honor of someone, after submitting your completed order,
furnish a valid email address of the person or persons you wish to be notified to
alumni@bmats.edu and we will send an email notifying them of your special gift.

Church seeks pastor
Emmanuel Baptist Church, in Tu-

pelo, Mississippi,  is seeking a full-time
pastor. We are located at 955 Scott
Street, Tupelo.  Anyone feeling led
should send their resume' to Ricky
Sanderford, 880 Rd 1409, Mooreville,
MS  38857 or phone him at 662-213-
1142.

Oklahoma Church
Seeks Pastor

Missionary Baptist Church, Lind-
say, Oklahoma is in search of a bi-
vocational pastor. Interested party may
call 405-428-6512 or send a resume to
Missionary Baptist Church, 903 S.
Main, Lindsay, OK 73052.

Vardaman Street, Wiggins
calls pastor

Vardaman Street Baptist Church is
excited to announce that Brother Jake
Staten as our new Senior Pastor. We
welcome Brother Jake, his wife Jessica
and their
d a u g h -
t e r s ,
Madilyn,
Piper and
L a n d r y .
His home
c h u r c h
w a s
D e r b y
P l a c e
B a p t i s t
Church .
He has
p r e v i -
ously served as Associate and Youth
Pastor at Mt. Carmel Church, Carriere.
He comes to us from Phalti Baptist
Church, Prentiss, Mississippi, where
he served as pastor for the past six
years.

Bro. Staten is a graduate of Pearl
River Community College and has stud-
ied at New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary. His first Sunday at
Vardaman Street Church will be De-
cember 30th.
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January of each year is designated as the “Special Emphasis Month” for your
Publications Department. Our churches and people are asked to receive a special
offering during January to raise funds for the continued operation of this ministry.

Your gift is used throughout the
year to help fund this work. Your gift is spe-
cial to us and very much appreciated.

They help us continue to keep you in-
formed about the work God is doing through
the Baptist Missionary Association of Missis-
sippi and America.

JOURNAL OF THE BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION OF MISSISSIPPI

DON BROWN, EDITOR

Don Brown
Editor

and fears that it would ever material-
ize.

In 2008, after 2 years of working in
the ICU at Wesley Medical Center, I
woke up one night in the middle of the
night with an elephant on my chest or
at least it felt like it. I knew that the
Lord was telling me that it was time to
begin pursueing fulltime missions. I
had been been doing short term
misssions for several years but the
time had come to make a drastic life
changing decision.

In 2010, after an extended period of
preparation, I left the U.S. for a new
adventure. I arrived in the Philippines
and shortly after began teaching at our
Baptist Missionary Association Bible
College. This is where Cris and I first
met. He was a non-traditional 3rd year
Bible student.  We became friends but
did not start dating for a couple more
years.

Teaching at the Bible College was
very enjoyable. I loved developing rela-
tionships with our Bible students who
would become future pastors and
church workers. I loved attending to
their medical needs as we developed a
school clinic on campus. At the same
time, we were able to conduct several
medical missions in communities in
which our students were working and
ministering.

But eventually, I became aware of
the fact that my ministry was limited
and not necessarily headed in the di-
rection that I felt the Lord wanted for
it to go.

In 2013, God opened the door for me
to attend medical school in the Philip-
pines in order to advance our ministry.

Cris and I were then married in
2015. I graduated from medical school
in May 2017 and we had our first child
in January 2018.  Our ministry has
grown to include church planting with
medical ministry as an adjuct to reach-
ing people with the Gospel of Christ.

We will be in the U.S. for about 18
more months. While we are here, I will
be taking the U.S. board exam in order
to be a U.S. licensed physician. We will
also be traveling around developing
partnerships and updating churches
about our ministry.

Some of the updates that we would
like to share with others includes our
plans for future ministry. When we
return to the Philippines, our plan is to
spend approximately 2 years helping
small mission churches become stable
and self-sustaining. We desire to do
this by infiltrating the community with
our time and efforts, showering them
with the love of Christ.

Our plan includes helping the local
pastor evangelize the community
through home Bible studies and
children’s outreach programs. It also

includes developing relationships with
the community by conducting daily
health clinics. Our goal is to tap into
government programs that provide re-
sources to communities but that are
not properly utilized due to the lack of
healthcare providers in the commu-
nity for administration and distribu-
tion of these resources. This will be a
win-win situation.

The government programs will be
more effective and we will have some
resources available for those in need.
Our time in each community with be a

minimum of 3 months in order to estab-
lish strong relationships.

We have so many small mission
churches that need help to create an
impact in their community that this
help will greatly benefit the ministry.

Once we feel that the Lord is ready
for us to move on from this area of
ministry, our goal is to continue church
planting. Our desire is to have a pas-
tor, possibly a new graduate from our
Bible school, join us in church plant-
ing. The pastor that God provides will
work hand in hand with us as we

Philippine
Missions
from page 4

evangelize. Once the church has reach
a point of stability, the work will be
turned over to the pastor. At this point,
Cris and I will move on to another area
that the Lord lays on our hearts with
another pastor with the same goal and
purpose in mind.

Note: The Samsons have a heart for
the Lord’s work and have dedicated
themselves to sharing Christ and es-
tablishing churches. Your prayers and
financial support are needed and ap-
preciated. May God bless their lives
and ministry and reach many for Christ.

SPECIAL

EMPHASIS

NEEDS

$10,000
JANUARY 2019
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Dr. Scott Carson
President

4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Southeastern Baptist College Serving Christ
With A Biblical World View
In A Christian Atmosphere

Spring Semester
Pre-registration is Now!

If you want to get ahead of the ad-
ministrative requirements for signing
up for the Spring Semester, you may do
so now by going to the SBC Website
and registering or wait until on cam-
pus registration which is January 8
through 10. Classes begin the week of
January 14.

Honor Roll
Congratulations to the students who

excelled by making the Honor Roll for
the 2018 Spring and Fall Semesters!

Spring President’s List:
Kristen Gray,
James E. McGhee, Jr.,

Spring Dean’s List:
Zechariah P. Rogers
Charles M. Meadows, Jr.
Jeremy Wilkerson
Noah Clark
Mae L. Evans

Fall President’s List:
Kristen Gray
Thomas Jackson
Zechariah P. Rogers

Fall Dean’s List:
Noah Clark
Temeshia Gray
Angel Colon-Lopez

Carson’s Army
Recently, Brother and Mrs. Larry

Welborn were recognized as enlistees
in Carson’s Army at Skyway Hills Bap-
tist Church. See the adjoining picture.

Carson’s Army is a fund raising cam-
paign for SBC and to date we have
three general officers, two majors, and
two captains. If you feel led of the Lord

President’s Perspective
A few years ago a major network

advertised a new morning program. It
was called “The Revolution.” The fol-
lowing is a description of the program:
“The Revolution is an uplifting, inspir-
ing, and groundbreaking new daily
show about health and lifestyle trans-
formations co-hosted
by a stellar team of
experts who will help
viewers with com-
plete transforma-
tions in all areas of
their lives.”

The five areas that
this program would
address each day to
help improve their
viewer’s lives were:
Fitness and Nutri-
tion; Finances; Relationships and Emo-
tional Well Being; Fashion and Style;
Food, Home Design, Art, Pursuing
Dreams.

Now, these are all good themes in a

person’s life to address and develop,
but for the Christian, there was one
major area of life that was totally ig-
nored by the program. The topic over-
looked was Spirituality. For the be-
liever, this IS THE MOST IMPOR-
TANT AND LIFE CHANGING ELE-
MENT! One’s dedicated relationship
with Jesus, Our Living Savior, will
improve every area of one’s life!

As we enter into the year 2019, we
often hear of formula’s for successful
New Year’s resolutions. In almost ev-
ery case, within a few days or weeks,
most people fail and the formula for
success is quickly forgotten. Christians
can find success and completely revo-
lutionize their lives if they do this one
thing: diligently pursue Jesus!

Many believers settle for a mediocre
spiritual life. One that may include
some prayer, some church, and a
baseline understanding of biblical mo-
rality. However, we are called to a
much higher level of spiritual living!
Read closely the words of James as

found in chapter 4:13-15: “Go to now,
ye that say, To day or to morrow we will
go into such a city, and continue there
a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:
Whereas ye know not what shall be on
the morrow. For what is your life? It is

even a vapour, that appeareth for a
little time, and then vanisheth away.
For that ye ought to say, If the Lord
will, we shall live, and do this, or that.”

This passage describes how most
Christians live their lives. They make
daily decisions without including the
Lord in their plans. They strategize,
then ask the Lord to bless their en-
deavors. This is backwards! James tells

us that we are to put Jesus first in our
planning, praying for His guidance,
and then, and only then, put the plan
into motion if the believer understands
it to be of the Lord.

Do you live your life that way? Is
Jesus truly Lord of all your life? Is He
the first to be consulted in the pursuit
of your future? Have you instilled this
manner of Christian thinking in your
children, that Jesus comes first, then
everything else? This is biblical think-
ing! And when adopted, it can truly
revolutionize one’s life as they experi-
ence a closer daily walk with the Lord.

Whatever happened to the show The
Revolution? It lasted only part of one
season and was cancelled. It’s just as
well, for it ignored the most important
part of any human’s experience, that of
their relationship with the Lord!

So, for a New Year’s resolution, why
not make it your personal goal in 2019
to passionately pursue a closer rela-
tionship with your God! The Bible guar-
antees a successful and revolutionary
experience in your life if you do!

“Draw nigh to God, and he will draw
nigh to you…” James 4:8
   Equipping the Saints!
   Dr. Carson

...we are to put Jesus first
in our planning, praying

for His guidance, and
then, and only then, put

the plan into motion ...

to enlist, call 601-426-6346 today! Please
refer to the “Carson’s Army” giving
chart in this publication.

Urgent Need CDL Drivers
We are in immediate need of volun-

teer or paid CDL drivers to drive our
team bus. We have numerous away
games both in state and outside of
Mississippi. We have a 30 passenger
bus (without air breaks). If you can
help please contact Coach Phillips at
601-426-6346.

Available to Preach
Dr. Carson is available to fill the pulpit

for preaching or to provide an update
about the great things the Lord is doing
at Southeastern Baptist College. You can
reach him at 601-433-4736 or at
scarson@southeasternbaptist.edu.

Academic Dean - Southeastern Baptist College is in search of qualified
candidates to be considered for the position of Academic Dean. A candidate must
possess at a minimum a doctorate degree from an accredited institution in an
appropriate field of study, for overseeing Bible College degree programs in general
education, Bible, business administration and church ministries. The ideal candi-
date should have experience in higher educational administration. A preferred
candidate should have an affiliation with the Baptist Missionary Association of
America; however, other qualified candidates will be considered. The candidate
must possess a strong Christian character, with an excitement to join a rapidly-
growing, Christ-centered educational institution. Interested candidates may send
their résumé to Southeastern Baptist College, 4229 Hwy 15 N, Laurel, MS
39440. For more information, call 601-426-6346 or stop by the SBC campus during
our Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday office hours.

Music Professor - Southeastern Baptist College is in need of a Professor of
Music for the Spring 2019 semester.  The candidate must possess at a minimum
at Master’s Degree in Music Education from an accredited institution.  In addition,
the candidate should have extensive practical musical experience, one who
understands and is able to educate others in various musical genres with emphasis
on sacred works.  A preferred candidate should have a connection to the Baptist
Missionary Association of America; however, other qualified candidates will be
considered.  The candidate must possess a strong Christian character, with an
excitement to join a rapidly-growing, Christ-centered educational institution.
Interested candidates may send their resume’ to Southeastern Baptist College,
4229 Hwy 15 N, Laurel, MS 39440.  For more information, call 601-426-6346 or stop
by the SBC campus during our Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday office hours.

Positions Available at Southeastern College

Seeking Volunteer Handyman
Having been blessed with numerous

students living in our dormitories, and
the infrastructure being old, we often
have minor plumbing, electrical, win-
dow, door, and miscellaneous other
items needing repairs. We are offering
an opportunity for someone to bless us
with their handyman skills to assist us
with these needs. Please contact Dr.
Carson at 601-426-6346 if you would
like to help.

Brother and Mrs. Welborn are promoted
to Major in Carson’s Army

Southeastern Spring Registration

continued on page 7
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Redeeming the Time
As we close out the old year and enter into a new year it will cause many

to reflect over the past twelve months.  Can you honestly say that your efforts
made it a worthwhile year?

God allows us the allotted time of our life in this world.  God’s people must
put that time to the best possible use.  There is much work to be done in the
work of the Lord.  There really is little time to do that work.  As God allows
us to enter a new year, may we use that time wisely.  Let us obey the Lord and
do His will.  That will be the best use of our time.   “Redeeming the time,
because the days are evil.” Ephesians 5:16.

Special Emphasis
We surpassed our goal of $25,000.00 in this year’s Special Emphasis.  Praise

the Lord once again for using His people to be a blessing to the ministry of the
Home.   Thank you for caring, sharing, and praying.  We extend our
appreciation to each church, auxiliary, class, individual, etc. for your partici-
pation in Special Emphasis 2018!

Expression of Sympathy
We would like to express our sympathy to the families of Bro. Jimmy

Cresswell and Bro. Edward Williams.  Both of these men of God will be missed.
Bro. Williams was serving as a trustee of the Home.  We thank the Lord for
his faithfulness to this ministry.  Our prayers continue to be with each of these
families.

Prayer and Focus Verse
Continue to remember the Home and its ministry in your prayers.  Also be

in prayer for Bro. Dwight Lindsey and his family as they make their move this
month to serve the Lord at the Mississippi Baptist Children’s Home.  “Breth-
ren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which
are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:13, 14.  Happy New Year!

The Chargers
Basketball Schedule Changes!

Changes to the season schedules for
the Men’s Varsity Games can be found
below this article and is also posted on
our sports website:  http://
athletics.southeasternbaptist.edu/ and
on our Facebook page: https://
www.facebook.com/SBCChargers

Men's Varsity Basketball
January 11, 2019

Oakland City University

Dr. Carson

preaching at

Laurel Christian

High School

Chapel Program

Southeastern
College
from page 6

January 14, 2019
Blue Mountain College

Junior Varsity and Women's team
schedules can be viewed at http://
athletics.southeasternbaptist.edu/calen-
dar/sbc-athletics-calendar

VA Educational Benefits Accepted
Have you served in America’s armed

forces? Then you probably have Veter-
ans Administration tuition benefits that
you can use toward a free education
right here at SBC. I urge you to contact
your local VA representative for an
evaluation of your benefits. You earned
them! And remember, many benefits
are now fully transferable to family
members. SBC has numerous students
receiving VA assistance for both online
and in-classroom tuition.

January 2019
Publications Department Special Emphasis

The Mississippi Baptist continues to keep our churches informed
about the work of the Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi and America

- Your Support is Needed & Appreciated -

Please fill in the following information and return to 

Southeastern Baptist College to enlist in Carson’s Army: 

Name ___________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

  ___________________________________ 

Phone ___________________________________ 

Email  ___________________________________ 

At which level would you like to enlist? 

__ General    __ Colonel   

 __ One time gift   __ One time gift 

 __ 12 month   __ 12 month 

 __ 24 month   __ 24 month 

__ Major    __ Captain   

 __ One time gift   __ One time gift 

 __ 12 month   __ 12 month 

 __ 24 month   __ 24 month

THANKS 

for your faithful 

support!

Contact BMA Foundation
Executive Director
Charles AtteberyCharles AtteberyCharles AtteberyCharles AtteberyCharles Attebery

for more information.
charles@bmaamerica.org or cell

501-472-2183

 A Gift That Keeps Giving

Gifts to the BMA Foundation are
never spent.

They are invested and the earnings
benefit

BMA departments annually until the
Lord returns.

Some Ways to Give
Cash - Stocks and bonds

Life insurance policies - IRA
Rollovers
Bequests
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Mississippi State WMA
Treasurer’s Report
October 30, 2018

BMA of Mississippi Churches Receiving Certificates for
contributing $100.00 or more to the WMA Project:

BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH, SOSO
BIG CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH, SOSO
EAST AMORY BAPTIST CHURCH, AMORY
EAST FULTON BAPTIST CHURCH, FULTON
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, BAY SPRINGS
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, CALHOUN
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SHADY GROVE
HOPEWELL BAPTIST CHURCH, LAUREL
LEBANON BAPTIST CHURCH, LAUREL
LEE’S CHAPEL #2 BAPTIST CHURCH, PICAYUNE
MOVELLA BAPTIST CHURCH, LUCEDALE
PARKVIEW BAPTIST CHURCH, LAUREL
SHARON BAPTIST CHURCH, LAUREL
SKYWAY HILLS BAPTIST CHURCH, PEARL
TEMPLE BAPTIST CHURCH, LUCEDALE
VARDAMAN ST. BAPTIST CHURCH, WIGGINS

DISTRICTS:
BIG CREEK ASSOCIATION DISTRICT WMA
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION DISTRICT WMA

TOP FIVE CHURCHES IN CONTRIBUTIONS
1. FIRST BAPTIST, BAY SPRINGS ............ $11,850.00
2. SKYWAY HILLS , PEARL ......................... 2,161.62
3. TEMPLE BAPTIST, LUCEDALE ................ 1,020.00
4.  PARKVIEW BAPTIST, LAUREL ............... 1,000.00
5. EAST FULTON, FULTON ........................... 475.00

Mississippi  State Project for 2017-2018
75% Missionary Carl Sookraj,

Peru Orphanage ..............................$ 20,243.40
25% General Fund .................................... 1,827.23
Total Received ....................................... $22,070.63

The Mississippi State WMA Project for 2018-2019 is
75% to Southeastern Baptist College and 25%  to the
MS State WMA General Fund.  Please send all funds for
the general fund and Southeasttern Baptist College
to:  Shirlene Smith; 730 Hwy 533; Laurel, MS
39443.  We are thankful indeed for the amount raised
for the project this year and pray that God will help
our churches increase that amount for the coming
year—all for His honor and glory!!

Shirlene Smith, Treasurer

WOMEN'S MISSIONARY
AUXILIARY

President Beth Caldwell
166 Twin Creek Rd, Lucedale, MS 39452

601-947-60118
Corresponding Secretary Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443 - 601-729-5638

2019 Moral Action U.S.A. Goals
The joy to work alongside our B.M.A. family is

evident everywhere Mrs. Adams and I attend in
behalf of Moral Action.

Our “God and Country” rallies have been and are
a great stimulant to the Moral Action efforts.  It
allows us to enjoy our God, our coun-
try, our families, and our churches.
B.M.A. ministries have some of the
finest people to serve and a great
God to represent.  So I salute B.M.A.
missions, radio, publications,
schools/colleges, etc., etc.

These are our Moral Action min-
istry goals:
1.  To be in the center of God’s will
with this agency.
2.  To present Jesus Christ as the Savior of all who
will call upon Him.
3.  To encourage the BMA family to daily intercede
for the President of the U.S.A. and his cabinet that
they may live for God.
4.  To contact new U.S. Senators and new U.S.
Congressmen in D.C. in 2019.
5.  To have Godly boldness in speaking up for moral
values that are so needed today, and that it may
encourage Godly and biblical legislation.
6.  To continue the “God and Country” rallies upon
invitation.
7.  And to be an encourager for our BMA churches,
pastors, associational workers and staff workers to
stand in this sinful and diverse world.
We humbly ask for your prayers and financial sup-
port for Moral Action in 2019.

Dr. John Adams

MORAL ACTION
Baptist Missionary Association of America

Dr. John M. Adams,Director
P.O. Box 305, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863

On The Web at www.macbma.net/
Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com

5.  Make small talk.
6.  Ask questions of others.  (Showing interest)
7.  Say excuse me.
8.  Compliment others.
9.  Share.
10.  Treat others the way you want to be treated.

How do Christians ReinforceHow do Christians ReinforceHow do Christians ReinforceHow do Christians ReinforceHow do Christians Reinforce
Good Manners in Your FamilyGood Manners in Your FamilyGood Manners in Your FamilyGood Manners in Your FamilyGood Manners in Your Family
(Copied)
Read a book about manners.

Give your kids “the talk” before going to school, a
friend’s house, or relatives’ house.

Create your own list of family manners.  Focus on
the ones that are important for your own family.

Make a manners competition within your house.
Have a sticker chart for every family member and
give each other points for using good manners.  At
the end of the week, let the winner pick dessert for
the night or to choose a fun family activity.

Manners
from page 3

Have It Your Way?
by Dr. Allen Tilley

In 1974, Burger King made a bold move to take
market share from McDonald’s. At the time,
McDonald’s made burgers en masse. Burger King
announced that each order would be cooked at the
time of the order the way the customer wanted. Their
new slogan was “Have It Your Way.” Burger King, at
least at the time, understood the consumer entitle-
ment mentality.

What does this story have to do with churches? It
provides a brief historical backdrop of the mentality

that has crept into our churches,
where many members think
church is a place where I can al-
ways “have it my way.”

Here are some key reasons our
congregations have become more
like country clubs than churches,
a place where some members de-
mand their way instead of serving
and self-sacrificing.

No clear expectation of church
membership. Up front, we must do
a better job of letting prospective

members know they cannot join unless they clearly
understand the costs and responsibilities of member-
ship. Membership may have its privileges, but it also
comes with obligations.

Growth at all costs. While we should always prac-
tice the Great Commission, numbers alone are not

our goal. We should seek to grow our churches out of
obedience to God, not to create our own kingdoms.

No consistent reminder to the congregation as to
what it means to be part of the body of Christ. All of
us church members have the potential to lapse into
self-serving, entitlement members. We all need to be
reminded that church membership is not about perks
and privileges
but serving and sacrifice.

Allowing entitled members into positions of lead-
ership. Entitled members like having control so they
can have their own way. We yield to them often
because they might be big givers or because we don’t
have the fortitude to resist their bullying behavior.

Avoiding conflict at all costs. While we shouldn’t
pick a fight over every issue, neither should we allow
a pervasive culture of entitlement. A problem not

Allen Tilley

handled now is a larger problem later.
The biblical mandate for local congregations is

counter-cultural. In many passages of the Bible,
such as 1 Corinthians 12, we are clearly taught that
members are to be sacrificial, giving, and serving.
Church is not about having it our way. It’s about
bringing glory to God by having it His way.

Dr. Allen Tilley is pastor of First Baptist Church of
Carthage, Texas. He has over 30 years of pastoral
experience, and God has continually blessed his
ministry with dynamic spiritual and numerical
growth. Contact him at
allen@firstbaptistcarthage.com.

Dress Nice WhenDress Nice WhenDress Nice WhenDress Nice WhenDress Nice When
Going TGoing TGoing TGoing TGoing To Churcho Churcho Churcho Churcho Church

It is strange how some people dress
when going to the House of the Lord.
Many dress as nice as possible when going
to the office to work, school meetings, city
council meetings, concerts, etc.. Yet these
same people may dress in Jeans, T shirts,
and even shorts when going to the House
of the Lord, as if it is a fun place.

 Are we forgetting the importance of
Spiritual things?  Are we forgetting what
it means to worship the King of Kings and
Lord of Lords?

Thoughts suggested by Ruth Gray
-from Grover Laird's Revivalist


