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Special Emphasis Time

AAAAA V V V V Very Happy New ery Happy New ery Happy New ery Happy New ery Happy New YYYYYearearearearear
by the editorby the editorby the editorby the editorby the editor

It is now 2012 and another year is before us. In order for this
ministry to have a successful year, we must have a good Special
Emphasis drive in January.

The State Association has set this month aside for us to
receive a special offering to help with our general operation.
These funds are not for any 'extras' or 'special projects'. The
funds given during January will be applied toward our regular
general fund operating needs.

Without monthly support from our churches and a good
annual emphasis drive, this ministry would be difficult to
sustain. For the past 34 years you have rallied to the needs of this
work and as editor and manager, I urge you to "keep up the good
work".

As you give to your local church during January, please
consider giving an extra offering for Publications.

God Uses ‘An Old, Discarded Suitcase’
Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: The following
article by Dr. John Ladd re-
lates some of the adventures
he and others experienced dur-
ing our recent missions trip to
Haiti. I know that you will
enjoy his report on the trip
from the physicians viewpoint.

By Dr. John Ladd, MexicoBy Dr. John Ladd, MexicoBy Dr. John Ladd, MexicoBy Dr. John Ladd, MexicoBy Dr. John Ladd, Mexico
BMAA Medical MissionaryBMAA Medical MissionaryBMAA Medical MissionaryBMAA Medical MissionaryBMAA Medical Missionary

Christopher Columbus re-
ally made some outstanding
discoveries on his way to In-
dia… too bad he never got
there.

Let’s see how well you know
your history by
taking this short
quiz. Give your-
self 20 points for
each right an-
swer and write
down your score
before you continue reading:

• Where was his first stop?
• What indigenous people

greeted him?
• For what country did

Christopher claim this new
land?

• Who was Toussaint
Louverture?

• What is the first black re-

public in the world?

A History LessonA History LessonA History LessonA History LessonA History Lesson
In 1492 while sailing under

the Spanish flag to India, Se-
nor Columbus landed on the
unknown island of Hispanola
where he was met by the
Arawak Indians. He claimed
the land for Spain and the is-
land became known as Haiti,
the Arawak name for “Lord of
the Mountains.”

When the French defeated
the Spanish at the end of the
17th century, France began to
exploit Haiti’s riches, mining

its gold and
shipping its
sugarcane and
coffee to Eu-
rope. The
Arawak Indi-
ans were en-

slaved for this purpose and, in
a matter of a few years, this
indigenous group became ex-
tinct; thus the introduction of
African slaves.

In 1801, Toussaint
Louverture led the slaves in
revolt against the French land-
owners. After a bloody, three-
year war, the slaves declared

their independence and the
first black republic was formed.
It is said that on Jan. 1, 1804,
a pig was sacrificed, Haiti was
dedicated to Satan and the
Voodoo system of religion was
accepted.

With a population of ap-
proximately 9 million, life ex-
pectancy of 47 years for males
and 51 for women, adult illit-
eracy about 90% and average
annual income of some $400,
Haiti has a right to be known
as one of the poorest countries
in the world. Sadly, all of the
above facts are lived out in the
daily activities of the Haitian
people.

Recent HistoryRecent HistoryRecent HistoryRecent HistoryRecent History
Our recent BMMI team visit

to Haiti was “unusual” from
the word go. When I checked
in at DFW, I was told that from
such-and-such a date in No-
vember to mid January, it was
prohibited to check cardboard,
plastic and paper containers
going to Port-Au-Prince. Re-
ally?

“You don’t understand,” I
said, “I have this plastic crate
full of medical supplies for a
medical mission to Haiti.” Po-
litely, but firmly, the supervi-
sor insisted that it would be
impossible to check my trea-
sures. “But wait a minute,” she

 

Dr. John Ladd (left) counseling a patient on the recent BMMI trip to Haiti.
Bro. Mike Poirier (right) interprets.

Dr. Ladd ministering
to a Haitian child.

continued on page 4continued on page 4continued on page 4continued on page 4continued on page 4

National Missions
Symposium Set

by Dr. John David Smithby Dr. John David Smithby Dr. John David Smithby Dr. John David Smithby Dr. John David Smith
Executive Director of MissionsExecutive Director of MissionsExecutive Director of MissionsExecutive Director of MissionsExecutive Director of Missions

BMA of AmericaBMA of AmericaBMA of AmericaBMA of AmericaBMA of America
The National Missions Symposium will be held January 17-

18, 2012 at the Central Baptist Church in Conway, Arkansas.
The emphasis this year will be placed on the “White Fields of the
United States” as we think toward church multiplication. Key-
note speakers will be J.D. Payne from Southern Seminary in
Louisville, Kentucky, and host pastor Don Chandler.

The schedule will include numerous missionaries and church
planters, as well as time to cast vision and explain systems for
church multiplication. We pray all of you will attend. The
meeting will begin at 7:00 PM on Tuesday the 17th and conclude
with the Wednesday evening service on the 18th.

Lodging Information For
National Missions Symposium

is located on page 5 of this issue
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News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

From The
Mind of

Chuck Lee

Church making progressChurch making progressChurch making progressChurch making progressChurch making progress
Greetings from Rocky

Branch. As most of you know
our church was destroyed as a
result of arson earlier this year.
A number of churches have
expressed interest in our  re-
building efforts.  Construction
has finally begun. It took some
time  to get the plans finalized,
with the necessary corrections
being made. We will send regu-
lar updates as progress contin-
ues.  Presently, we expect the
foundation to be completed in
early January, weather and
holidays permitting. Thank you
to all those who have sent of-
ferings to assist with construc-
tion costs.  They are very much
appreciated.  I hope all finds
you well.

Until next time.
Bro. Chris Gonthier, pastor.

Father and Son Hunt
As my oldest son and I were

sitting in the woods the other
day, trying to convince a mon-
ster TV type of buck to walk
within shooting
range, it dawned on
me how special our
father/son time was
to me.  He is growing
older and soon will
make a life of his
own, but for right
now, it is just us
spending a moment
together.

“Did you take a
bath?  I told you not
to take a bath!  Deer
can smell the soap.
If I haven’t taught you any-
thing else, you should know by
now that taking a bath will
scare the deer away.  Now, pass
me some chips and turn the
game up on the transistor ra-
dio.” As a father, I feel it is my
duty to pass on my knowledge
of the woods and hunting skills
to my children.  Taking a bath!
At least there are a few more
months left to train him up in
the way he should go.  Right
now I am kind of scared to let
him out the house on his own.

“Daddy?  This moment is
special to me and … well, would
you mind if we took a minute to
pray?”

Tears misted my
eyes when he spoke
these words.  Per-
haps his mother
and I have done
something right.
Maybe there is
hope after all.
“Sure son.  You lead
us in prayer; just
keep it quiet in case
a deer comes by.”

“Lord, thank you
for this special time
that I can spend

with my daddy.”  I begin to
sniffle.

“Thank you for allowing us
the freedom to enjoy these ac-
tivities together and for the
love of my family.”  Tears start
easing down the cheeks.

“Please allow us the privi-
lege of shooting a ten point
buck with a nineteen inch in-
side spread.  He doesn’t have to
have drop tines and he doesn’t
have to be very big.  Amen.”

The tears dry up as if a desert
wind had gusted across my face.

I am not sure what I must have
looked like, but he immediately
knew something was wrong.
It’s possible he may have de-
duced my displeasure with his
prayer because of the way I
was staring at him with my
mouth gaped open.

“Um . . . is something wrong
dad?”

“Is something wrong?  Is
something WRONG!!??  I say
there is something wrong!  Why
did you say he didn’t have to
have drop tines?  I have always
wanted to kill a deer with drop
tines.”  I sag back down against
the tree with a look of despair.
Just a few more months and he
is out of here!

“I just thought you would be
happy with a deer that was
bigger than Brother Joe’s buck
that he killed last year.  It was
a nine point with an eighteen
and a half inch spread.  Re-
member?”

I’m going to miss him in a
few months when he is gone.
He is such a good son, and
thoughtful too.  Every parent
should have a son like mine.

“Pass me the fried chicken,
son, and see if we got any more
soda in the ice chest.”

I don’t know why we never
see any deer.
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Don Brown
Editor
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Addressing
abortion in
the church
OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - Operation Res-
cue is encouraging pastors to
preach life in 2012, as Chris-
tian women are failing to see
that abortion "is something that
defies God's law."

Organization President Troy
Newman tells OneNewsNow
he felt led to do so after a group
of pro-lifers encountered a
Christian woman who said she
was "quite confident" and
"happy" with her decision to
abort her unborn child as she
entered the Stockton Preg-
nancy Control Medical Clinic
in California. An hour and a
half later, she was loaded into
an ambulance for emergency
transport to a nearby hospital.

"Not only was there a baby
that was killed in this situa-
tion, but also a young Chris-
tian woman suffered at the
hands of this abortionist,"
Newman laments. "And it's just
a tragedy when Christian
women feel like they have no
other alternative but to go to
an abortion clinic to solve what
they consider a problem."

In this case, the young
woman sported a Christian fish
symbol on her car and espoused
Christian beliefs as she walked
into the facility to kill her un-
born baby.

"It's so sad that women of
Christian faith somehow don't
have any moral foundation
that's taught to them from be-
hind the pulpit that abortion is
really wrong, that children are
created in the image and like-
ness of God, and to have an
abortion is something that de-
fies God's law," the Operation
Rescue president notes.

Newman says it is impera-
tive this year and from now on
that "the church of Jesus Christ
stands up to say that abortion
is against God's will." Also, he
encourages the church and
Christian community to be
ready and willing to help
women through unexpected
pregnancies.

Charter schoolCharter schoolCharter schoolCharter schoolCharter school
rejected becauserejected becauserejected becauserejected becauserejected because
of applicant's faithof applicant's faithof applicant's faithof applicant's faithof applicant's faith
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - A California
attorney says one city's move
to stop a pastor from starting a
charter school is another
method to prevent people of
faith from getting involved.

School officials in Compton
have denied two charter school
applications filed by Pastor
Charles Patrick of Sunago
Christian Fellowship Church,
who wanted to start a school in
Los Angeles. However, even
though he was not applying on
behalf of a religious institu-
tion, the Compton Unified

School District declined his
applications because he is a
church leader.

In response, Frontier Legal
Foundation has filed a lawsuit
against California, charging
The Golden State with violat-
ing Patrick's First Amendment
rights.

"A pastor is entitled to as
much right under the First
Amendment as any individual
is," contends Robert Tyler of
Advocates for Faith & Free-
dom, "especially when they're
going to be using the funds, in
this case, for secular purposes."

Pastor Patrick reportedly did
not plan to teach religion in the
school. He only wanted to oper-
ate a charter school "in a safe
location." Frontier Legal Foun-
dation tells The Orange County
Register that constitutional
case law permits a religious
institution to receive funding
when the money is used for a
"secular purpose" like educa-
tion or medical care.

"I think that what we're see-
ing here is a move toward try-
ing to prevent any person of
faith from really being in-
volved," Tyler suspects.

The legal group maintains
that the school group's deci-
sion fails the case-law test, and
the lawsuit cites the Establish-
ment Clause, which is meant

to protect all citizens against
discrimination.

Another schoolAnother schoolAnother schoolAnother schoolAnother school
taking standtaking standtaking standtaking standtaking stand
for religious libertyfor religious libertyfor religious libertyfor religious libertyfor religious liberty
OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - A Christian
college has joined the fight to
challenge the Obama
administration's healthcare
mandate that schools must vio-
late church teachings against
contraception.

Colorado Christian Univer-
sity has joined with the monks
at Belmont Abbey College to
fight against the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act
mandate that abortion-induc-
ing drugs be accessible through
all group health insurance
plans.

"Well, we're really grateful
that Belmont Abbey and Colo-
rado Christian have taken the
lead on this," shares Hannah
Smith, senior legal counsel at
The Becket Fund for Religious
Liberty. "It's very important to
have institutions that are will-
ing to put themselves out there
and be the first ones in court,
and I think that there will be
other universities and other
institutions who realize that

More News on Page 3More News on Page 3More News on Page 3More News on Page 3More News on Page 3
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Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Christmas is a time of reassurance that God is real and is very
much “with us.” This past Christmas season  was no exception
and was one of the best in assuring us of His presence and
experiencing things that He does for us daily. To me personally,
in my family, my church, and in the college, His presence,
blessings, and answers to prayer have been very much evident.

Response to Financial Needs of the CollegeResponse to Financial Needs of the CollegeResponse to Financial Needs of the CollegeResponse to Financial Needs of the CollegeResponse to Financial Needs of the College
I know that many people have been praying for the college - for

all our needs. The response in December shows the concern our
people have for the college. When they learned of the need,
individuals and churches responded to the need. That response
was beyond my expectations and enabled us to pay salaries for
the month of December. That was a great encouragement to me
and all the staff and lets us know that God’s hand is upon the
college. I know He cares and His people care and show it. I will
give more details later, recognizing and thanking those who
responded. In the 10 x 10 Fund Raising Project, the number of
“financial rooms” built is now 119 ($11,900.00). We appreciate
those who are responding to this project.

New SemesterNew SemesterNew SemesterNew SemesterNew Semester
Registration for the Spring semester is on-going at this time.

Please pray that God will bless our efforts and we will have a good
enrollment. May this new year be a good one for all of us. May we
experience revival in our churches and our nation. May the Lord
bless His work everywhere.

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

2012 Goal2012 Goal2012 Goal2012 Goal2012 Goal - Grow Larger
Surely you didn't think that

I would actually suggest you
gain a bunch of weight as a goal
for 2012! I am writing about
growing larger in a spiritual
sense.  Every Christian should
have a burning desire to grow
larger, deeper, purer, higher
than ever before in their walk
with the Lord.  While the de-
sire may be there, the ability to
carry it out is another story.
There is this thing called "find-
ing the time" that keeps slip-
ping away.  How fast do your
days go? Does it seem that the
weeks and months just fly by?
Yet, we must carve out each
day, some time to spend with
God, our Father, and Jesus,
our Savior and the Holy Spirit,
our Comforter.

There is another problem to
growing in our faith.  It is our
personalities. It is who we are
as a person.  On the one hand,
there are a small minority of
people who are driven and lazi-
ness isn't in their vocabulary.
However, this extreme drive
can also be detrimental.  Often
times these people are perfec-
tionists, workaholics, or obses-
sive/compulsive people who do
things out of a need to feel
adequate and accepted.

This causes you to do your
Bible study, not out of a deep
abiding love for Christ, but just
one more item to check off on
your daily push to do every
thing just right.  Your Bible
study then becomes a routine
and a ritual, rather than life-
changing.  You find acceptance
of yourself by doing things on
time and just right.  This helps
your self-esteem and makes you
feel better about yourself.  Per-
forming tasks to make yourself
more acceptable is impossible
when it comes to God. If you
have Christ in your heart, you
cannot be anymore acceptable
than you already are.  No
completion of tasks can change
that fact. God loves and ac-
cepts you forever in Christ.

Then there are a majority of
humans that fall into the lazy
category. None of us like to
think of ourselves as lazy, but
it is a rather common human
condition.  When you combine
this with a lack of burning pas-
sion for the things of Christ,
then you get people who don't
truly grow in their faith. We
like the pleasures of the world.
We like to just relax when we
are not at work or doing chores.
I'm just not motivated like I
should be. If these people do

grow, it is at a snail's pace.
How could you explode in spiri-
tual growth in 2012?

1.  Repent of your tendency
towards laziness or obsessive
drive. Ask God to give you a
burning desire from the Holy

Spirit to "want" to pray and
study His word.  Literally ask
for this specifically in prayer.
But have the "desire" be from
Him, and not of your flesh.

2.  Make it a habit.  Once you
get into the habit of doing a
Bible study and personal
prayer time, it becomes part of
your daily routine.  A daily rou-
tine doesn't have to be
uninspiring.  It just makes it
easier to accomplish. We hu-
mans are creatures of habit.
When we get ready in the
morning, or at night or during
the day, if we don't make God
part of our habit, then the whole
day goes by and you wake up
the next day and say, "Oh man,
I didn't do my Bible study."
Doing a prolonged time of
prayer, seeking God's face,
should be as common as eating
breakfast, combing your hair,
or drinking your favorite bev-
erage when you get up. Once it
becomes a habit, it then be-
comes strange when you don't
do it.  A huge step towards
growing in 2012 is to make
prayer and Bible study a habit.

3.  Be realistic.  I hear people all
the time tell me they are going
to start setting their alarm an
hour earlier, and get up in the
wee hours of the morning for
their personal growth time.
99% of the time, this will never
last.  You have to create this
habit of devotion time that is
reasonable and realistic with
your life style.  There are some
people who actually wake up at
5:00 a.m. and can do a quiet
time before anyone else in the
house gets up. If that is your
personality bend, "a morning
person", then go for it.  But if
you like to linger when the
alarm goes off, don't attempt to
do spiritual growth at an hour

that is not your cup of tea.  You
will only grit your teeth for a
month or two and then get out
of the habit. Carve out a time
and place that works for you
and stick to it.  If you have kids,
then they need to be made to
understand that you are not to
be disturbed during this time.
Invariably there may be an in-
terruption with small kids, so
just go with it.  But it shouldn't
be that you are always inter-
rupted by them, and don't get
to do it. It is awesome for them
to learn that you respect your
time alone with God.  It teaches
them a valuable lesson for their
own future spiritual growth.

4. Refuse to feel guilty if you
miss a day.  It happens.  You
don't skip a day without prayer.
I mean you may just miss occa-
sionally your private time. It's
okay. Just quickly reestablish
the habit.

5.  If you can't do this consis-
tently, then check your heart.
You may have a heart problem.
Our King not only commands
us to do this, but how could you
stand in His presence and not
want to do this? If nothing else,
let Jesus do heart surgery on
you in 2012.  After all, He is the
great physician.

this is a real threat to them as
well."

She notes the growing, wide-
spread response to this situa-
tion among the evangelical
Christians, Catholics, and or-
thodox Jews, "who consider this
[an] imposition of a government
mandate, requiring them to pay
for Plan B and Ella - drugs that
are more commonly referred to
as abortion drugs. But that is
just un-American, it's unprec-
edented, and it's unconstitu-
tional," the attorney argues.

The two lawsuits challenge
the mandates as violations of
the First Amendment, the Re-
ligious Freedom Restoration
Act, and the Administrative
Procedures Act.

NewsNewsNewsNewsNews
from page 2from page 2from page 2from page 2from page 2

Islamic immigration's effect on nations' laws
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - In light of the
"honor killings" trial that is
making front-page headlines
in Canada, a pro-family leader

is calling on the government to
take a good, hard look at who it
allows into the country.

Three Afghan immigrants --
a father, a mother, and a son -
- are standing trial for the June
2009 murder of three daugh-
ters and the father's first wife.
The suspects claim the deaths
were an accident, but authori-
ties believe the three daugh-
ters were victims of an honor
killing plot because the Islamic
family disapproved of their con-
duct, particularly the dating
habits of the two oldest sisters.

Brian Rushfeldt, executive
director of Canada Family Ac-
tion (CFA), warns that the is-
sue could soon become a wide-
spread problem.

"What concerns me is we've
got people immigrating to
Canada, but they want to bring
their own values and their own
beliefs here and live in a coun-
try that promises them a lot,
but they don't want to live by
the law nor the values of the

nation that they're coming to,"
he notes. "And somehow, our
immigration department has
to put a stop to that."

Rushfeldt believes the Con-
servative government of Prime
Minister Stephen Harper is
more likely to clamp down on
immigration than is the United
States.

"I think we are going to do a
better job because we've got a
government now and an immi-
gration minister who is ex-
tremely dedicated to really re-
viewing all of the policies that
have been in place under the
Liberal government for 40
years," the pro-family leader
suggests. "And he's taking some
heat for the fact that he wants
things changed. He wants bet-
ter tracking of who actually is
coming."

Like the U.S. and Western
Europe, the CFA executive di-
rector laments that Canada's
immigration policy has been
gripped by political correctness.
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

Don Brown
Editor

added. “I think there might be
an old, discarded suitcase in
the back you can use.”

To make a long story short,
she produced a small suitcase,
and we (the supervisor, my wife
Shirley and I) began consoli-
dating supplies and packing
this “carry on” size suitcase
with the contents of my crate.
When we finished, Shirley left
with the prohibited, plastic
crate about half full of small,
discarded boxes.

As soon as I met up with the
other team members in Miami,
I learned that their five crates
had been checked without any
problem. (Remember that fact.)

After a short two-hour flight
we were in Port-au-Prince In-
ternational Airport. The air-
port system of claiming bag-
gage is “unico” — you locate
your baggage (which might be
in a variety of locations), then
head toward the “exit” where
an official usually wants to

make sure your baggage stub
numbers correspond to your
bags.

You then keep walking, in
hopes the custom agent doesn’t
take a liking to you. Everyone
was waltzing out the front door
with no problems until the
“other five plastic crates” were
spotted by the customs agent.
Nothing was said about my
“special suitcase” full of trea-
sures.

An even longer story abbre-
viated, one of our team mem-
bers who had served in Haiti as
missionary for a short time and
spoke some Creole spent the
entire five days we were in Port-
au-Prince trying to get our
meds and supplies freed. But it
never happened. We made trips
to different government offices,
filled out forms, wrote letters,
gave explanations and “tips,”
but still no medicine. Each day

Now is the time for all good men to come to the aid of their country.

Learning To Type
When learning to type in my

10th grade typing class, the
phrase "Now is the time for all
good men to come to the aid of
their country" was repeatedly
burn in the
brains of
each student.
I recall being
told that this
phrase was
popular dur-
ing WWII. I
have re-
searched as
to whether
that was the
case or not. I
was unsuccessful.

I did find the following refer-
ence that this phrase was pro-
posed as "a typing drill by a
teacher named Charles E.
Weller. Many typing books use
this phrase because it exactly
fills out a 70-space line if you
put a period at the end". I per-
sonally found it easy to get "up
to speed" in typing class by the
repetitive nature of this line.

The source is not important,
but the message is. Often we
use the phase "Now is the time
...." and then we fill in our own
message. From the pulpit we
often hear these words relat-
ing to salvation, right living
and Christian service.

Now Seems The Right TimeNow Seems The Right TimeNow Seems The Right TimeNow Seems The Right TimeNow Seems The Right Time
Several years ago our Na-

tional Association determined
that it was time to make some
changes for the purpose of
streamling our work and mak-
ing it more relevant and able to
address current needs.

We did this by combining
various ministries into groups
that would compliment each
other, thus making them more
efficient and productive.

One of the mainstays of this
effort resulted in

DiscipleGuide. Our publica-
tions department, national
youth work, national camp
ministry and Baptist News
Service were combined into one
ministry. We call this ministry
DiscipleGuide.

This move has proven to be
very successful and I believe
we have seen results that would
not have occured without this
move.

One of the areas that has
flourished under this new or-
ganizational structure has been
DCM (Department of Church
Ministries).

The "Conferences" division
of DiscipleGuide is one of the
bright spots in the ministry of
the BMA of America. We think
of SOAR, Senior Adult Confer-
ences, Pastor's Oasis, Pastor's
& Layman's Conference,
MERGE, The Great Escape and
others. Under the direction of
its leader, this ministry uses
the talents of a wide variety of
individuals to minister to a wide
range of individuals and on
many levels.

VisionVisionVisionVisionVision
The work of Conference Min-

istries is successful because our
people had a vision for a better
way to minister and the fore-
sight to implement that vision.

Over the years the BMA of
Mississippi has had a very suc-
cessful Youth Ministry. Times
change, people change and
methods change. We no longer
minister to the same number
of young people that we did in
years past. The attitudes, de-
sires and expectations of young
people have evolved over the
last few years. Our society has
changed and different ap-
proaches have proven success-
ful.

The Senior Adult Commis-
sion of Mississippi and the con-

ferences that were imple-
mented have proven to be the
right move at the right time.
Bro. Vern Holifield's vision con-
cerning seniors and the senior
ministry has been a blessing to
many.

The ground work laid by in-
dividuals such as Bro. Ray
Thornton and others concern-
ing the camp ministry has paid
eternal dividends in the lives
of young people.

Times change and so do
people.

New Direction?New Direction?New Direction?New Direction?New Direction?
With the passing of Bro. Vern

Holifield and the recent resig-
nation of Youth Director
Dwight Lindsey, I feel it is time
for a new direction. The time is
right for us to consider a new
direction. Using the national
Conference Ministry as a
model, it would appear to this
writer that we can move on to
more productive and greater
things.

Combining these two minis-
tries under a new 'Church Min-
istry Commission' would help
unite the efforts of reaching
out to more individuals and
expanding the efforts to new
areas. The prospects are end-
less.

Incorporating the annual
Pastor's Conference and add-
ing areas such as staff retreats,
women's conferences, couple
retreats, pastor's and wives
retreats . . . . the list and poten-
tial is unlimited. Of course, it
will take work and more im-
portantly - cooperation.

Before we move on to elect a
new Youth Director or a Com-
mission on Senior Adult Direc-
tor, let us give serious consid-
eration to another direction. I
would suggest that the trustee
boards of the Commission on
Senior Adults and the Youth
Department consider this as a
possibility - not for the purpose
of eliminating anything, but for
the purpose of moving on to
greater works.

Now is the time for all of
God's people to ..... Well, I will
let you finish that line.

‘An Old, Discarded Suitcase’
continued from page 1continued from page 1continued from page 1continued from page 1continued from page 1

continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5
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Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

we were encouraged that
“manana” we would receive
these additional treasures, but
“manana” never came.

The first scheduled day of
clinic was in a children’s home,
and we were able to work un-
der a little handicap using the
contents of the “discarded suit-
case.” Since we were so sure we
would receive the meds by noon
of the second day, we cancelled
the morning session; but by
afternoon our hopes for suc-
cess were pretty low, so we
found a medicine distribution
dealer and bought meds for “to-
morrow.” The team was able to
serve about 400 patients be-
fore returning to the U.S.

Soon after the 2010 earth-
quake that shook Port-Au-
Prince and left hundreds dead
and thousands homeless, we
made a trip to Haiti. We saw
numerous tent cities of “real
tents” and other shelters con-
sisting of a few poles with plas-
tic stretched between them that
were placed no more than 18”
apart and served as homes for
the homeless. Drinking water,
sewer and sanitation were vir-
tually non-existent; unemploy-
ment and crime reigned su-
preme.

With these sights still very
clearly in mind, I was “almost”
sure we would find very few
changes on this trip. Much to
my surprise, I was mistaken.
There are still thousands liv-
ing in tent cities, but we were
told that is because many
people from distant mountain
villages (where there was no
earthquake damage) learned
that the people living in these
temporary quarters are given
housing. So the population of
the tent cities continues to re-
main high although many of
the original citizens have
moved into their own small 20’
x 30’ plywood house of one room.

Much of the rubble from the
earthquake has been removed
and the streets are some bet-
ter, but the traffic is almost
unbelievable — and so are the
sanitary conditions. (Speaking
of traffic, it would take us 2 ½
to 3 hours to travel from our
accommodations at a Menno-
nite compound to the different
clinic locations or church on
Sunday — a distance of 15 to
20 miles!)

More Missionary TravelsMore Missionary TravelsMore Missionary TravelsMore Missionary TravelsMore Missionary Travels
Two days after returning

from Haiti to Tyler, TX, we
flew to Mexico City and then
bussed to Pachuca for a two
day meeting with our Latin
American director of missions
and the other three American
families serving in Mexico. It
was a great time of fellowship
and sharing.

From Pachuca we rode back
to Aquismon, Mexico, with
Ricky and Priss Williams (our
missionary coworkers) for the
last week of clinic before the
Christmas holiday break and
the annual clinic Christmas
supper/gift exchange. (You
don’t know what a Christmas
party is until you experience
one of those!)

After the church Christmas
program on Sunday night, early
Monday morning we caught
another ride with the Williams
back to Texas, where we will
stay until Jan. 7 when we re-
turn to Aquismon for about 10
days of clinic work and the cel-
ebration of one of our Mexican
granddaughter’s 15th birthday
celebration. Known as
quinceanos, it is the biggest
and most important event next
to their wedding in the life of a
Latin American young lady.

Then on Jan. 20 we are both
off to El Salvador. Such is the
life of a missionary!

from Baptist Trumpet

‘An Old, Discarded Suitcase’
from page 4from page 4from page 4from page 4from page 4

Anders LeeAnders LeeAnders LeeAnders LeeAnders Lee
Bro. Anders Lee is available

to fill pulpits. He may be con-
tacted at 903-393-8456 or
leeboy1989@gmail.com Bro.
Anders previously served as
pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church, Horn Lake, Missis-
sippi.

Josh AwtryJosh AwtryJosh AwtryJosh AwtryJosh Awtry
Bro. Josh Awtrey is avail-

able for preaching appoint-
ments, youth pastoral service,
and pastoral service as the Lord
leads. He is a member of
Hopewell Baptist Church in
Fulton, Mississippi, and is cur-
rently serving as a youth leader
and worship leader. He may be
contacted at
jlawtrey@gmail.com and (662)
706-2188.

Greg RenfrowGreg RenfrowGreg RenfrowGreg RenfrowGreg Renfrow
Bro. Greg Renfrow is avail-

able for service as the Lord
leads. He is a member of Min-
eral Springs Baptist Church,
Taylorsville. He has been in
the ministry since 1983 and
has pastored a number of
churches. He may be reached
at 601-782-4430, Cell 601-504-
4945, or Cell 601-504-4789.

Group of children ministered to by BMMI in Haiti

Lodging Information
for National Missions Symposium

Listed below are some of the Hotels in Conway, Arkansas
that have agreed to give special rates to those attending the
2012 Missions Symposium at Central Baptist Church on Janu-
ary 17 & 18. Be sure to identify yourself as with the Baptist
Missionary Association of America when making reservations.

Country Inn & Suites
$77.00 (includes hot breakfast)
501-932-0500  (rooms and suites are the same price)

Comfort Suites
$74.99 (includes hot breakfast)
501-329-8548 (each room has a sofa that makes a bed)

Hampton Inn
$95.00 (includes breakfast)
501-329-8999

If anyone has already made reservations at one of these hotels
they can still tell them that they are with the BMA and they will
honor these rates.

When Sinners Turn To God
A sermon by Bro. Grover LairdA sermon by Bro. Grover LairdA sermon by Bro. Grover LairdA sermon by Bro. Grover LairdA sermon by Bro. Grover Laird

"For they themselves show
of us what manner of entering
in we had unto you, and how ye
turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God;
And to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from
the dead, even Jesus, which
delivered us from the wrath to
come."  (I Thessalonians 1: 9,
10)

On Paul’s second mission-
ary journey, he responded to a
call from God and went to the
country of Macedonia. One of
the cities that Paul ministered
to while there was the city of
Thessalonica. Though the en-
emies of the gospel greatly
withstood Paul in this city, yet
many of the Thessalonians "...
received the word in much af-
fliction, with joy of the Holy
Ghost:" (I Thessalonians 1:6)

Our text verses tell us that
their turn to God was a turn
from idols. It was also a turn to
“serve the living and true God;

and to wait for his Son from
heaven.” While they were work-
ing for the Lord, they were also
waiting for His return from
Heaven. Several thoughts come
to mind as we consider the text
verses that are before us.

I.  A Turn to God Must BeI.  A Turn to God Must BeI.  A Turn to God Must BeI.  A Turn to God Must BeI.  A Turn to God Must Be
A Turn From SomethingA Turn From SomethingA Turn From SomethingA Turn From SomethingA Turn From Something

The gospel of Jesus Christ
involves a call for repentance.
(Matthew 3:1, 2; 4:17; Mark
6:12; Acts 3:19; 17:30; II Peter
3:9) A call for repentance in-
volves a call for a change. When
the Thessalonians responded
to the gospel of Christ, they
turned from idols. They made a
change. A sinner who is not
ready for a different life is not
ready to be born into the family
of God.

At Philippi a Jailer “thrust”
Paul and Silas into an inner
prison and “made their feet fast
in the stocks.” (Acts 16:24)
When he got saved, he washed
their stripes, carried them into
his house, and set meat before
them. (Acts 16:33, 34) Getting
saved brought a change. When
Paul got saved, he began to
preach “the faith which once
he destroyed.” (Galatians 1:23)
He was different then. The
Bible says, "Therefore if any
man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed
away;  behold, all things are
become new." (2 Corinthians
5:17) True repentance involves
a change.

God doesn’t just suggest that
sinners repent, He commands

it. He doesn’t just command
certain people to repent, He
"...commandeth all men every
where to repent:"  (Acts 17:30)
And when sinners truly repent,
they turn from something. This
is what happened at
Thessalonica.

II. We See The PowerII. We See The PowerII. We See The PowerII. We See The PowerII. We See The Power
Of The Gospel Of ChristOf The Gospel Of ChristOf The Gospel Of ChristOf The Gospel Of ChristOf The Gospel Of Christ

Before Paul preached to the
Thessalonians the gospel of
Christ, they worshiped idols.
This was doubtless all they
knew and all their forefathers
knew. There had to be some
supernatural power present
when these people gave up their
religion and embraced the reli-
gion of Jesus Christ. That
power was surely the power of
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

We have no reason to ever
back off from sharing the gos-
pel of Christ, even from people
who seem to be so permanently
fixed in their false religion. If
we do, it is doubtless because
we are overlooking the power
of the gospel. The gospel of
Christ is stronger than any
stronghold of Satan. The man
who had seen it work so many
times said, "For I am not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that
believeth; to the Jew first, and
also to the Greek." (Romans
1:16) Then in I Corinthians 1:18
we read, "For the preaching of
the cross is to them that perish

continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7
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WMA Ladies - Project Funds Needed Soon!
On the first Easter morning the angel told a group of women,

“…Go quickly and tell his disciples that He is risen from the
dead…” (Matthew 28:7) You may think it a coincidence that the
ones who received this message were women.  I think it was a
divine calling that women received that morning and we at this
time, also have important work to do.

Our WMA has been given the vital task of telling the world
about our Risen Savior and producing disciples who can keep the
message going until the whole world hears. In the past The
National Women’s Missionary Auxiliary has been a vital part of
spreading the word by our endeavors in the field of missions.

Please remember the combined National WMA projects. The
Hattie Relief fund will help many families get their lives back
together  in that area after the earthquake and the IsHelp
English Language program will reach so many more people.
Please prayerfully consider supporting this project
In order for your gifts to be on the official project money record,
it should be received by the end of February. The address for
sending project money is:

Pat Duncan, PO Box 30, Hardy, AR 72542-0030
Our work continues until He comes!
National Project Promotion Committee
Ruby Poteet, Renna Hight and Linda Thomas,
National Project Promotion Committee
8303 Middle Warren Road, Pine Bluff, AR 71603
870-879-1378 rwp8303@aol.com
Approved by Valarie Fish, National WMA President
PO Box 66, Emerson, AR 71740, 980-547-2998,
dvfish@swat.coop

WOMEN’S MISSIONARY
AUXILIARY

BMA OF AMERICA
2011 - 2012 PROJECT

40% INTERACTIVE SELF-HELP
ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROGRAM   (ISHELP)

40% HAITI RELIEF FUND

15% YOUTH FUND

5% GENERAL FUND
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NATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMA
% PAT DUNCAN% PAT DUNCAN% PAT DUNCAN% PAT DUNCAN% PAT DUNCAN
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Doug and Diane Lee
on Deputation

Doug and Diane Lee have been elected as self-supporting
international missionaries to the Philippines to work as instruc-
tors at the Bible College in Bacolod in the music dept.  Doug has
been minister of music at Mill
Creel Baptist Church in Pica-
yune for the past 5 years and
was formerly minister of music
at Lee's Chapel #2 Baptist
Church in Picayune for 26 years.

The Lee's have been making
mission trips to the Philippines
for 23 years, teaching and build-
ing an accredited music depart-
ment there.  Plans are to be on
the field in June.  They are ex-
cited about what God is doing on
this journey of faith and are anx-
ious to share it with you and
your church.  You may reach
them at 601-337-4196 or 601-347-4195.

Their address is 28 R T Lee Rd., Carriere, MS 39426.  For more
information about their ministry, visit their website at
musicservicesinc.com.

Some Things Are Worth Repeating

Walk/Run for the World Winners Announced
by Diane Ward

Lifeword’s National Walk/
Run Coordinator

For the fourth year in a row,
congratulations are in order for
Springhill Baptist Church,
Springhill, Arkansas, for rais-
ing the most money for the
Walk/Run for the World.  They
exceeded their own previous
record with an offering of
$37,917.50, which is $1,212.50
more than they raised in 2010.
Hall Summit Baptist Church,
Hall Summit, Louisiana, was
the leading per capita contribu-
tor again for the third straight
year with an offering of $25,000,
which exceeded their previous
offering by $2,192.  With an
average worship attendance of
30, the church’s offerings aver-
aged $833.33 per person.
Springhill and Hall Summit
may once again select two
people to take an all expenses
paid overseas mission trip in
2012.

Lifeword also wants to rec-
ognize Kewanee Baptist
Church, Kewanee, Missouri,
who came in second overall with
their contribution of
$28,268.43, and Sunset Bap-
tist Church, Lamesa, Texas,
was the second highest per
capita contributor, giving an
average of $300 per person
($7,500 divided by their aver-
age worship attendance of 25).

The 2011 Walk/Run for the
World offerings officially close
on June 30, 2012, so that gives
your church plenty of time to
make a contribution.  We ap-

preciate the faithful participa-
tion and support of our
churches each year.

Walk/Run for the World of-
ferings are used to fund
Lifeword broadcasts that are
currently in 35 languages and
49 formats, and the offerings
go to developing programs in
additional languages as God
opens doors.  In 2011, Lifeword
added broadcasts in the
Dangme (Ghana, West Africa),
Burmese (Myanmar), and Bra-
zilian Portuguese languages.
Broadcast training was also
provided for new producers in

Africa, Thailand, and Bolivia,
resulting in at least four new
languages being added in 2012.
The people who can finally hear
the Good News in their own
heart language are the real
winners!  Thanks to all who
helped make that possible.
Top contributors in each Walk/
Run region receive an award
from Lifeword.  This year’s
Mississippi winners are Sky-
way Hills, Pearl, Mississippi
(North Mississippi winner)
$2,262.12 and Evergreen,
Seminary, Mississippi (South
Mississippi winner) $5,000.00.

Lifeword Gives Sight to the Blind
Rick Russell, Lifeword’s

Chief Programming Officer, re-
ceived the following note the
first week of January.  It is a
great reminder of our mission
and calling.  To read more sto-
ries of changed lives, visit
www.lifeword.org.

“Last month we had a very
interesting visitor who trav-
eled for twenty hours to come
and meet us.  He is a listener of
the Kannada Lifeword pro-
gram.  It was interesting to
know that he came to know
Christ as his personal savior
through the broadcast.  This
man traveled all the way by
himself and was completely
blind.  He came wanting to meet
us just to let us know how
thankful he was for the pro-
gram.  He only spent a couple
of hours with us and then

headed straight back to where
he was from.  It was a very
touching time for all of us who
met him.  In a country like
India where our system ne-
glects the physically chal-
lenged, it was such a joy to see
this man come all the way on
his own just to come and thank
the ministry.”Let us all con-
tinue to work together so that
we can reach out to many more
like this young man who needed
a savior.”

-Prashant Prakash,
Lifeword producer for the

Kannada broadcast in India

Addressing abortion
in the church
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - Operation Res-
cue is encouraging pastors to
preach life in 2012, as Christian
women are failing to see that abor-
tion "is something that defies
God's law."

Organization President Troy
Newman tells OneNewsNow he
felt led to do so after a group of
pro-lifers encountered a Chris-
tian woman who said she was
"quite confident" and "happy"
with her decision to abort her
unborn child as she entered the
Stockton Pregnancy Control
Medical Clinic in California. An
hour and a half later, she was
loaded into an ambulance for
emergency transport to a nearby
hospital.

"Not only was there a baby
that was killed in this situation,
but also a young Christian woman
suffered at the hands of this abor-
tionist," Newman laments. "And
it's just a tragedy when Christian
women feel like they have no other
alternative but to go to an abor-
tion clinic to solve what they con-
sider a problem."

In this case, the young woman
sported a Christian fish symbol
on her car and espoused Chris-
tian beliefs as she walked into

the facility to kill her unborn baby.
"It's so sad that women of

Christian faith somehow don't
have any moral foundation that's
taught to them from behind the
pulpit that abortion is really
wrong, that children are created
in the image and likeness of God,
and to have an abortion is some-
thing that defies God's law," the

Operation Rescue president
notes.

Newman says it is imperative
this year and from now on that
"the church of Jesus Christ stands
up to say that abortion is against
God's will." Also, he encourages
the church to be ready and will-
ing to help women through unex-
pected pregnancies.
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foolishness; but unto us which
are saved it is the power of
God." See also Hebrews 4:12.

III. A Turn to God ShouldIII. A Turn to God ShouldIII. A Turn to God ShouldIII. A Turn to God ShouldIII. A Turn to God Should
Be a Turn to ServeBe a Turn to ServeBe a Turn to ServeBe a Turn to ServeBe a Turn to Serve

Our text says that the
Thessalonians “turned to God
from idols to serve the living
and true God.” A turn to Jesus
for salvation should always be
a turn to God to serve.
Ephesians 2:10 teaches us that
when one is saved he is created
“in Christ Jesus unto good
works,” and that God has “or-
dained that we should walk in
them." If the Lord’s will is ac-
complished in one who gets
saved, he will be ".. a vessel
unto honour, sanctified, and

When Sinners Turn To God
from page 5from page 5from page 5from page 5from page 5

meet for the master's use, and
prepared unto every good
work." (2 Timothy 2:21)  It can-
not be denied, we were saved to
serve.

The fact that every child of
God is saved to serve shows up
again in a sermon our Lord
preached on the end-time. No-
tice: "For the Son of man is as a
man taking a far journey, who
left his house, and gave au-
thority to his servants, and to
every man his work, and com-
manded the porter to watch."
(Mark 13:34) The fact that the
Lord “gave to every man his
work” sounds like every child
of God has a work to do.In com-
paring the church to our physi-
cal body, Paul also taught that

all saved are to serve when he
wrote, "But now hath God set
the members every one of them
in the body, as it hath pleased
him." (I Corinthians 12:18)

The fact that each of God’s
children has a work to do for
the Lord shows up again in
Ephesians 4:7. Here the Bible
says, "But unto every one of us
is given grace according to the
measure of the gift of Christ."
Surely we all need God’s grace
in order to serve Him, and this
verse says that He gives grace
to do a certain work to all of His
children. Therefore, each of us
has a place to fill in our Lord’s
vineyard. And Jesus has prom-
ised peace to each of us who
will yoke up with Him in ser-
vice. Here are His words, "Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of
me; for I am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest

unto your souls." (Matthew
11:29)

I really feel that many of
God’s children do not know
much about God’s peace and
joy in their life because they
have never found their place in
God’s service and are seeking
to faithfully fill it.

III. This Change Should In-III. This Change Should In-III. This Change Should In-III. This Change Should In-III. This Change Should In-
volve Waiting for Jesus tovolve Waiting for Jesus tovolve Waiting for Jesus tovolve Waiting for Jesus tovolve Waiting for Jesus to
ComeComeComeComeCome

It seems that in Old Testa-
ment days, God’s people faith-
fully looked for the first coming
of Jesus to earth. Speaking of
God’s promise to send them a
Messiah Paul said, "Unto which
promise our twelve tribes, in-
stantly serving God day and
night, hope to come...."  (Acts
26:7) One generation came as
another generation passed,
with all expecting the coming
of the Messiah in their day.
When He finally came, some
were still faithfully waiting for
His coming. (Luke 2:25, 26) This
was surely the way God in-
tended it to be. However, now
we are looking for His second
coming. And as the
Thessalonians who turned to
God began to wait for His Son
from Heaven, so should every-
one else who has turned to God

in salvation.
Really, it is wrong for a child

of God to be indifferent toward
the return of Jesus. The return
of Jesus to this earth, along
with all that goes with it, is the
Christian hope. And the Bible
teaches us to be excited about
the Christian hope. We are
taught to look diligently for
Jesus to return for us, with full
assurance that He will-- "And
we desire that every one of you
do show the same diligence to
the full assurance of hope unto
the end:" (Hebrews 6:11)

The Christian Hope involves
an inheritance which is “incor-
ruptible, and undefiled, and
that fadeth not away.” This
should cause us to “greatly re-
joice.” (I Peter 1:4-6) This Hope
will also give us stability in the
storms of life, (Hebrews 6:19)
and cause us to live a clean,
upright Christian life. (I John
3:3)

One of the most important
things that the Christian Hope
will do in our lives is, It will
encourage us to be faithful in
God’s service. If we felt that
the bridegroom’s coming was
almost here, we would surely
be trimming our lamps and

Poll: Churchgoers as
digitally engaged as U.S.
WASHINGTON (BP) WASHINGTON (BP) WASHINGTON (BP) WASHINGTON (BP) WASHINGTON (BP) -- Ameri-
can churchgoers are just as
likely to use Twitter, Facebook
and the Internet as non-church-
goers, according to a new study
that shows the impact that
technology can have on spread-
ing a church's message.

The landline and cell phone
survey of 2,303 adults by the
Pew Research Center's
Internet & American Life
Project showed that:

9 percent of those actively
involved in religious groups use
Twitter, the same percentage
as the general population.

46 percent of those in reli-
gious groups use social net-
working sites -- almost identi-
cal to the 47 percent of all
adults.

60 percent of both groups
use text messaging.

79 percent of those actively
involved in religious groups use
the Internet while 76 percent
of all adults do so.

Attendance, though, was a
factor in determining the per-
centage of churchgoers in-
volved in social media and elec-
tronic communication. For in-
stance, 54 percent of weekly

churchgoers use Facebook,
MySpace or LinkedIn -- a much
smaller percentage than the
71 percent of monthly church-
goers and 65 percent of less
frequent churchgoers who do
so. Pew said the average age of
weekly churchgoers could ex-
plain the disparity

Also:
9 percent of weekly church-

goers use Twitter (15 percent
of monthly churchgoers and 14
percent of less frequent church-
goers do so).

26 percent of weekly church-
goers make donations online
(35 percent of monthly church-
goers; 27 percent of less fre-
quent churchgoers).

70 percent of weekly church-
goers who have a cell phone
send or receive text messages
(80 percent of monthly church-
goers; 77 percent of less fre-
quent churchgoers).

36 percent of weekly church-
goers use their cell phone to
access the Internet (51 percent
of monthly churchgoers; 45 per-
cent of less frequent churchgo-
ers).

continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8
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Jesus, Tebow, and
Saturday Night Live

Just when I thought the excuse for
a comedy show, SNL, couldn’t sink
any lower, it has. Their feeble attempt
at humor through the Tim Tebow bash-
ing sketch effectively places the show
in the trash can as never before. When
word leaked out ahead of time of the
sketch, the first thought that came to
mind for sane thinking people is that
they would not be able to do the
sketch…..because it would take a man
to play the part of Tim Tebow and the
comedy troupe of SNL
is lacking when it comes
to real men.

Then, there is the
blasphemy issue. Jesus
was mocked and ridi-
culed. There was noth-
ing funny about the por-
trayal. I use the word
blasphemy because Jesus is God in the
flesh, not just a prophet or representa-
tive of God. Therefore it was not funny,
but extremely offensive. Even non-
Christians should be offended by this
unfunny skit, out of respect for Chris-
tianity. If nothing else, it validates
Christianity, as one more attempt in a
long series of attacks by Hollyweird
and the world on Christ, Christians,
and Christianity. Remember the words
of Jesus in John 15:18  “If the world

hate you, ye know that it hated me
before it hated you.”

Also, notice the positive validation
of Mormonism given by the actor in his
attempt to play the part of Jesus. He
said, and I paraphrase, “All that stuff
about Mormonism; it’s true.” Their
promotion of Mormonism is consistent
with their hatred of Jesus and Chris-
tianity. Mormonism denies the deity
of Jesus and eternal salvation by grace
exclusively through faith in the fin-

ished work Jesus on the
cross and His resurrec-
tion. It is not surpris-
ing SNL would promote
Mormonism, after
trashing Christianity.
Now I am waiting. I

am waiting for the SNL
episode where they

mock Islam and Mohammed. Yeah,
right! SNL doesn’t have the guts, nor
the desire to make fun of that darling
religion which is protected by their
siblings in the news media. And even
if some of the cast and writers were to
begin such an undertaking, the plug
would be pulled because you don’t
touch Mohammed, but it’s open sea-
son on Christ every day. So go ahead
SNL. I double dog dare you. I’ll be
holding my breath.

rescuing the perishing. Even Jesus
seemed to feel a strong need to serve as
He realized that His time was short--
"I must work the works of him that
sent me, while it is day: the night
cometh, when no man can work."  (John
9:4) Expecting Jesus to come at any
time will surely encourage faithful-
ness. (Matthew 24:42-51)

IV. Turning to JesusIV. Turning to JesusIV. Turning to JesusIV. Turning to JesusIV. Turning to Jesus
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Paul surely encouraged the
Thessalonians when he told them that
their turn to Jesus had saved them
“from the wrath to come,” and there is
a wrath to come. Psalm 7:11 says that
“God is angry with the wicked every
day," and Nahum 1:2 tells us that He
“reserveth wrath for his enemies. And
this “wrath to come” could come to
some.

In Romans chapter five, Paul gave a
list of blessings that come to those who
are justified by faith in Christ. One of
them was, we will be saved from wrath-
-"Much more then, being now justified
by his blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him."  (Romans 5:9) He
mentioned in I Thessalonians 5:9 that
God had not “appointed us to wrath.”

When Sinners Turn To God
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Yet the lost world needs to realize that
there is definitely a day coming when
the Lord will fully express Himself
against the wickedness of this sinful,
Christ-rejecting world.

Revelation 6:15-17 gives us some
description of that day of God’s wrath.
Here it is: "And the kings of the earth,
and the great men, and the rich men,
and the chief captains, and the mighty
men, and every bondman, and every
free man, hid themselves in the dens
and in the rocks of the mountains; And
said to the mountains and rocks, Fall
on us, and hide us from the face of him
that sitteth on the throne, and from
the wrath of the Lamb: For the great
day of his wrath is come; and who shall
be able to stand?"(See also Revelation
19:15)

But there is good news for all who
are interested. All sinners who believe
in Jesus to be their Savior will come in
possession of eternal life, and this will
deliver them from God’s wrath.  Yet,
all who reject Jesus will continue to be
lost in sin and remain under the wrath
of Almighty God--"He that believeth
on the Son hath everlasting life: and
he that believeth not the Son shall not
see life; but the wrath of God abideth

on him."  (John 3:36)
I have seen many people who seem

to be disinterested in God’s gift of
everlasting life and an escape from
His wrath. But I have never seen even
one who accepted Jesus as their Sav-
ior who felt that they had made a
mistake. This means that Satan is
meeting with much success as he seeks
to blind people’s minds in an effort to
keep them from being saved. (2
Corinthians 4:3, 4) Oh, that sinners
everywhere would brake loose from
Satan’s blinding power and flee to
Jesus for refuge from the wrath to
come! “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”

Being saved is a turn from an old
sinner life to a new life in Christ-- a
new life that is made rich by serving
the Lord and waiting for His Son from
Heaven

ATLANTA (BPATLANTA (BPATLANTA (BPATLANTA (BPATLANTA (BP) -- Counseling student
Jennifer Keeton will not be returning
to Augusta State University while she
fights against the school’s attempt to
make her complete a remediation plan
designed to change her views on ho-
mosexuality.

In early December, the 11th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals denied
Keeton’s request for a preliminary in-
junction, which would have forced the
school to allow her to complete her
studies while the case works its way
through the courts.

The Alliance Defense Fund, repre-
senting Keeton, filed suit against the
east Georgia school in July 2010 after

administrators put her on academic
probation for acknowledging in pri-
vate conversations and during class
that she disagreed with homosexual-
ity. School administrators claimed
Keeton said it would be hard for her to
counsel gay clients, a stance they said
violated ethical standards for licensed
counselors, as put forth by the Ameri-
can Counseling Association.

After putting her on probation,
school administrators required Keeton
to complete a remediation plan that
included going to gay pride events,
attending sensitivity training and writ-
ing monthly reflection papers.

In arguments before a three-judge
11th Circuit panel, ADF attorney Jeff
Shafer said Keeton’s First Amendment
rights were violated because the school
targeted her for her expressed view-
points. He compared the school’s at-
tempt to alter Keeton’s beliefs in order
to remain in the counseling program
to a business school that required stu-
dents to affirm capitalism or disavow
socialism in order to graduate.

Attorneys on both sides have de-
clined to comment outside the court-
room, after a judge prohibited public
statements about the case.

Keeton has requested a jury trial in
the Augusta Division of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court. A trial date has not been
set.

Student in gay
counseling case loses in court
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