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Directory and Handbook
Deadline Approaching
by Bobby Hudgens, Research and Development Officerby Bobby Hudgens, Research and Development Officerby Bobby Hudgens, Research and Development Officerby Bobby Hudgens, Research and Development Officerby Bobby Hudgens, Research and Development Officer

DiscipleGuide Information Services is nearing the end of our church
survey phase. The deadline for turning in your 2010 annual church letter
form is February 1, 2011. After that we will turn our attention to processing
information and doing the layout work for the 2011-12 Directory and
Handbook.

Currently church letter submissions are running 18.4% below this time
last year. Offerings are 16.6% below what they were this time last year.  The
alarm is sounding; we need your help.

If your church did not submit your 2010 DiscipleGuide church letter form
and an offering (between August 1, 2010, and the present), please do so soon.
Remember that this is the Directory and Handbook of the BMAA. If BMAA
churches don’t support it with offerings, this fine resource simply cannot be
produced.

Thank you, and if you have suggestions for improving the directory, e-
mail us at info@DiscipleGuide.org.

2011 Annual
BMA of Amercia

Meeting Info
The 2011 annual meeting of the BMA

of America will be held April 11-13, 2011
in Wichita Falls, Texas. Hotel informa-
tion can be found on page 8 of this issue.
Making reservations early will assure
you of a good room and one close to the
meeting facility.

An Emergency Wake-Up Call
by Dr. Fil B. Tabayoyong, Jr.

Baptist Medical Missions Interna-
tional (BMMI)

Phnom Penh, Kingdom of Cambodia

Editor’s Note: This incident happened
over a month ago, but I think our
readers will be encouraged to know
that their ministry of missions is mak-
ing a difference in Cambodia and other
places around the world. Pray for
BMMI and for Dr. Fil as they minister
to the needs of individuals.

Late evening of November 22, I was
awakened by a mobile phone call re-
questing that my professional services
as a medical doctor were urgently
needed at the government’s Khmer-
Soviet Friendship Hospital in Phnom
Penh, the capital city of the Kingdom
of Cambodia. I did not have any idea of
the type of medical assistance that I
would provide at such unholy hour,
11:30 PM. Upon arrival at the hospital
premises, I heard people screaming,
crying loudly, cursing and challenging
police authorities and heated argu-

ments.
The ambulances and cars

were unloading seriously
wounded patients with all
kinds of physical injuries and
some were in comatose state. I
rushed to the hospital’s emer-
gency room where I was sur-
rounded with dead bodies and
patients who were mostly
women with broken limbs and
head injuries. I closed my eyes
and fervently prayed that God
will guide me with His grace
in this difficult situation, most
especially that I could not speak the
Khmer language and would not be
able to communicate with the patients
in immediate need.

Cambodia’s traditional Bom Om
Thok, popularly known as the Water
Festival, takes place annually at the
time of the full moon of the Buddhist
month of Kadeuk. It is considered the
most extravagant and exuberant festi-
val in Khmer calendar. This year, it is
celebrated from November 20 to 22
with up to 4 million people from all

walks of life and from all over the
country flock to the banks of the Tonle
Sap and Mekong Rivers in Phnom
Penh to watch joyously 400 brightly
colored boats racing on a huge scale
with over 2,500 peddlers battling it

out wit honors.
More than a  million  people gath-

ered at the Diamond Island on the
final night of the festival to enjoy cul-
tural presentations with families, rela-
tives and friends. About 10:00 PM on
Monday (November 22), a stampede
began when a jubilant crowd crossing
the bridge to reach the concerts, food
stalls and ice sculptures on the island,
turned into a desperate crush of hu-
man bodies.

To date, it is unclear what has caused
the tragedy, although it is believed
that it resulted when tightly packed
crowds on the bridge began to panic
after rumors spread the bridge was
unstable. Many witnesses likewise pin-
pointed that many got electrocuted
with the faulty electrical wiring of the
bridge, as well as suffocated to death
due to inadequate air to breath while
others jumped out of the bridge’s sides
to land on shallow waters and ce-
mented ground. The death toll on Dia-
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Obama signals his views onObama signals his views onObama signals his views onObama signals his views onObama signals his views on
'gay marriage' could change'gay marriage' could change'gay marriage' could change'gay marriage' could change'gay marriage' could change

WASHINGTON (BP)--President
Obama twice indicated during pre-
Christmas interviews that his views
on marriage could change and that he
may eventually become the first sit-
ting president publicly to support "gay
marriage."

"My feelings about this are con-
stantly evolving. I struggle with this,"
he told reporters during a December
22 press conference when asked about
"gay marriage." He said he supports
same-sex civil unions and then added,
"... I think this is something that we're
going to continue to debate and I per-
sonally am going to continue to wrestle
with going forward."

Obama's views on "gay marriage"
have frustrated both sides of the de-
bate. Conservatives have viewed his
stance with skepticism because, al-

though he says he opposes "gay mar-
riage," he has also opposed every law
that would stop its legalization. For
instance, he opposed California

continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7
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News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Leave It
To Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

January  1, New January  1, New January  1, New January  1, New January  1, New YYYYYear's Dayear's Dayear's Dayear's Dayear's Day
Dear Heavenly Father, hear my prayer this morning.

I want to pray to You.  I want to be with You.  I want to spend
time with You. Today is that day
called New Year's Day.  I do not
know if it is a day to begin or end.
Obviously the old year is gone.
Today is that first day of this
year.  So may I take this time to
be still, to listen, to
be in Your presence.

May I speak and act on words
similar to the little boy Samuel
when he said, "Speak, Lord, Your little child is listening." You had
already spoken to him several times.  Now he was ready to hear
You as You spoke again.  May I hear You this day as You speak
again to this day in my life and the life of my world.

Quietly, in Your company, and in reverence I ask to hear a
word from You.  Yes, I want to tell You about my leaving undone
so much good and doing the wrong things so often. More than
that, I need to hear words from You.  Those are the words You
have for me to hear that are life words and words of wholeness.
May I keep this year in time with You in moments like this each
day.  Will You help me to do this? I pray in Jesus' name.  Amen.

Mid-CentralMid-CentralMid-CentralMid-CentralMid-Central
Association reportAssociation reportAssociation reportAssociation reportAssociation report

On November 20, 2010, the
Mid-Central Mississippi Bap-
tist Missionary Association had
their regular meeting  at Rock
Creek Baptist Church in
Union, Mississippi.  Bro. Gene
Higgenbotten delivered a great
message from Isaiah 63:10-14.
Bro. Wayne Stockstill gave the
Hand of Appreciation and
Prayer.  There were 28 in at-
tendance.  Bro. Bobby Carr

read the minutes and Bro.
Ricky Smith read the Treasury
Report.  Bro. Vern Holifield
brought an update on Senior
Adult Ministries.   A great time
of food and fellowship was en-
joyed by all in attendance.  The
next Business Meeting will he
held at Broodmoor Baptist
Church in Meridian, Ms  at
7:00 P.M.

Joyce Williamson, Reporter
Jimmy Harrison, Moderator

TombigbeeTombigbeeTombigbeeTombigbeeTombigbee
Association MeetingAssociation MeetingAssociation MeetingAssociation MeetingAssociation Meeting

The Tombigbee Association
met December 9, at East Amory
Baptist Church. There were 57
in attendance. The host church
provided a gracious meal and
the East Amory Youth pre-
sented a wonderful program
entitled "The Greatest Gift".
Truly Jesus Christ is the great-
est gift that we could ever re-
ceive. The youth also presented
a message in song.

Moderator Bro. Gary Smith
Reporter Debbie Franks

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

Rededicate Rededicate Rededicate Rededicate Rededicate YYYYYour Life in 201our Life in 201our Life in 201our Life in 201our Life in 20111111
In many of the revivals and

summer camps I do, people
come forward and rededicate
themselves.  This means that
the person is sure of their per-
sonal salvation in Jesus Christ,
however they have turned
away from their walk with the
Lord on a daily basis and living
a life that is pleasing to Him.
So, they make a commitment
to change the course of their
life in thought and action for
the glory of the Lord.

This would be a great New
Year's goal for 2011 for many
people.  This article is not for
everyone.  Some of you are
saved and living for the Lord.
Your goal this year is to grow
and live more for Him.  To find
ways to serve him even in a
greater capacity than ever be-
fore.  So, all of us Christians
have room to improve. We
should never become so pride-
ful that we think there is no
room for change, growth or
improvement.

Having said all of this, let
me refocus on the heart of this
article.  You - and your rela-
tionship with Christ.  Do you
need to rededicate yourself to
Him?  This means that you
have the assurance in your
heart that you are truly saved.
If you have doubts, talk to a
pastor or mature Christian
about what the Bible says of
salvation.  You should know all

the way to the core of your
heart that you have believed
Jesus Christ is the Son of God
and has been raised from the
dead into heaven. That Christ
alone has paid for the sins of all

the world. Romans 5:8 - That
all people are sinners.  Romans
3:23 - The only way for you to
have a relationship with a per-
fect holy God is to ask Jesus to
save you from your sins.  Ac-
cept the gift of grace and for-
giveness.  You can't work for it.
You simply believe in it, and
respond to it.  Romans 10:9 -  If
you are truly saved, then per-
haps you need to get back walk-
ing with the Lord on a daily
basis.

You have slowly drifted
away. It usually is a slow drift
so that you don't recognize how
far you have drifted from the
love of your life. You don't pray
like you should. You don't study
the Word like you should. You
don't go to church like you
should. It seems that there are
many things in your spiritual

walk right now that you don't
do, but you know you should.
You actually desire to be closer
to God.  You have an inner
longing for His mercy and love
and peace and joy to come over
you.

You very well may be locked
into a lifestyle that is not pleas-
ing to God. No, you are not the
worst person in the world.
There are many others that do
worse.  But our relationship
with Christ is never about com-
paring ourselves to others.  It
is not based  upon man's stan-
dards, but God's.  You come to
God on His terms, or you don't
come at all.  We don't set the
standard. He does. The stan-
dard of truth is the Bible .  II
Timothy 3:16  It is not "A"
standard of truth, but it is
"THE" standard of truth
whereby we might all know
how to live our lives so that we
give God glory and honor.  That
is why we were all created.
Revelation 4:11.

Make this a year that turns
your life around forever. Draw
closer to God and He promises
to draw close to you.  James
4:8.  You need to repent of your
wicked ways.  Oh everyone
sins.  Don't act like you having
nothing to repent of.  Maybe
God has allowed you to be mis-
erable to the point of breaking
you so that you will turn to
Him.  Don't be surprised by
who is allowing this
trouble.  If a Christian is living
wrong, God will discipline His
children whom he loves.  He-
brews 12: 5-8.   Name sins
specifically in prayer to God. It
is easy to ask God to forgive
you of your sins.  It is much
harder to pray and ask God to
forgive you of . and you name
each specific sin.  But you must
do this.  He knows your heart
also. You must truly desire to
be free of this lifestyle. Confess
your sins and repent.  It is
going to be hard.  But we are
commanded to love God first
and foremost.  I John 2:15-17.
Matthew 22:37-40.  You may
say, but I can't do this on my
own. Good. You are exactly
right. This is the starting point.
You must admit to God that
you
are not capable of doing it alone
and rely on Him.  Humbling
yourself is the first step.  James
4:6

Here is the good news on
this rededication of your life
course.  If you need strength to
overcome this, Jesus will give
it to you.  Philippians 4:13.  If

you need wisdom to know what
to do about certain parts of your
life, God will give it to you.
James 1:5.  If you have setbacks
and fall again, just keep getting
back up.  Romans 8:37.  Even-
tually, while we won't be per-
fect, we will be victorious!!

Finally, remember that God
wants you back.  He loves you
more than you love yourself.
He loves you unconditionally,
regardless of what you have
done. Romans 8:38,39.  Even
though you have slipped away
from Jesus, He has never
slipped away from you. He-
brews 13:5.  Call upon the Lord.
Jeremiah 33:3. Jesus is waiting
on you.  Rededicate your life
right now to Christ and have a
blessed 2011!

PersecutionPersecutionPersecutionPersecutionPersecution
a sign of end timesa sign of end timesa sign of end timesa sign of end timesa sign of end times

OneNewsNoOneNewsNoOneNewsNoOneNewsNoOneNewsNowwwww - A Florida man
is taking legal action after be-
ing harassed for his faith and
taking a demotion in order to
study to become a minister, and
one Christian author says be-
lievers will soon be persecuted
in their workplaces for pro-
claiming their belief in Christ.

Matthew Sherwood, a Chris-
tian who was employed at One
Call Locators in Florida, has
filed a lawsuit, claiming that
his former coworkers harassed
him, hacked into his Facebook
account, and broke into his
truck. He says his co-worker
and boss often told him that his
God was a joke and that believ-
ing that Jesus was crucified on
the cross is "garbage."

Sherwood alleges that his col-
leagues also changed his
Facebook bio to read, "Satan is
king. All hail Satan! I am offi-
cially a Satanist."

According to Dr. Michael
Coffman, president of Environ-
mental Perspectives Incorpo-

rated and au-
thor of Rescu-
ing a Broken
America, ani-
mosity towards
Christians is a
sign of the last
days.
"When it
comes to Chris-

tianity, basically what you're
seeing here is increasing per-
secution, a total lack of under-
standing, and actually accusa-
tion and demonization of a per-
son who proclaims Christ in
any form or way," he laments.

Though America was
founded on Christian prin-
ciples, Coffman believes Chris-
tians will soon be unable to
proclaim their faith publicly
without facing consequences.

"It's only a matter of time
before our very protections are
going to be fully lost and we
will be as demonized and per-
secuted as all the Christians in
other nations of the world," the
Christian author suggests.

As for Sherwood, he is cur-
rently fighting back and is seek-
ing $15,000 for emotional dis-
tress, defamation, and invasion
of privacy.
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January 2011
Special Emphasis

Our Need $10,000

Dear Readers
January of each year is set aside by our association as a time of special

offerings for your Christian Publications Department. We have 3 main areas
of operating income:

1. Monthly subscription fees
2. Regular monthly offerings from churches
3. Our Annual Special Emphasis Drive.

Our financial viability depends on YOUR gifts during January 2011. We encourage each
of our churches to make a special effort to give to this ministry during this special drive. Would
you lead your church to make a special offering in January? We really need your help!

May God bless you all,
Don Brown, Editor

Don Brown
Editor
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Letters From
Our Readers

Letters reflect the opinion of the
writer and not necessarily this

publication or the BMA of Mississippi

Don J. Brown, Editor
E-Mail - editor@msbaptist.org
Web site  www.msbaptist.org

USPS 353-960
P.O. Box 8181

Laurel, Mississippi 39441-8000

Phone  601-426-3293
Fax   601-763-4430

PRICE
$20.00 Per Year by Mail

$10.00 Per Year by Email
CHURCH PLAN
$ 1.30 Per Month

Published on the 1st and 15th of each month by the Baptist Missionary
Association of Mississippi. Periodical postage paid at Hattiesburg,
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Don Brown
Editor

PastorPastorPastorPastorPastor’’’’’s Retreat Nears Retreat Nears Retreat Nears Retreat Nears Retreat Near
Dear Editor,

I would like to encourage all
of our pastors, laymen, preach-
ers and deacons to attend this
years pastor’s conference at
Lake Tiak-o-Khata.  This looks
to be one of the finest confer-
ences we have had in several
years.  The committee has
thought diligently in which di-
rection to go as far as speakers.
It seems we need just some old
fashion Holy Ghost, heaven
sent preaching to set our hearts
on fire.

Our attendance has been
down lately and some think
that maybe just using different
preachers preaching will help
our attendance.  I believe we
have some good preachers
within our state that have a
message from God.  One of those
preachers is a young preacher
by the name of Blake McCain.
He is the new pastor of South
Green Baptist in Tupelo.

We also have older, more
experienced preachers such as
Bro. Grover Laird that has

preached thousands of ser-
mons.  Brethren, I believe these
and others can challenge our
hearts with the word of God.

The dates for the conference
is  January 31 & February 1, in
Louisville.  I look forward to
seeing you there.

Matt Hudson,
committee member

Pastor losesPastor losesPastor losesPastor losesPastor loses
all in home fireall in home fireall in home fireall in home fireall in home fire
Dear Editor,

BMA pastor friend of mine
in Texas (New Waverly) came
home from church Sunday
night, January 2, and found
his house had burned to the
ground. He and his wife lost
everything they had. His name
is Bob Hunt, and he pastor's
the Pine Valley Baptist church
in New Waverly, Texas. I have
been informed that they had
no insurance.

Please notify your readers
about this tragedy. Perhaps
some would like to help with an
offering. They may send it to:
Pine Valley Baptist Chruch
500 Big Woods Road
New Waverly, TX. 77358
I have been informed that they
had no insurance.

Thanks
Bro. Gary Smith
East Fulton Baptist Church
Fulton, Mississippi

Larry PierceLarry PierceLarry PierceLarry PierceLarry Pierce
Bro. Larry Pierce is avail-

able for pulpit supply, revivals,
view of call, or wherever He
leads. You may contact him at
601-947-3531.

Good Friends Gone
On page 5 of this issue

you will see the obituaries
of four faithful workers for
the Lord.

We knew two of them well.
Bro. Charles Thompson was
a faithful worker and a joy
to fellowship with. He and I
had some 'private' jokes to
share each time we saw each
other. He lost his dear wife
last year and now has joined
her in eternity. We will cer-
tainly miss Bro. Charles and
send our condolences to his
family.

Mrs. Lela Phillips, the
wife was Bro. Vernon
Phillips, passed away last
week and certainly was spe-
cial to Bonnie and me. Her
husband was my wife's pas-

tor at Lib-
erty Baptist
C h u r c h ,
Isola, on
two sepa-
rate occa-
sions. He
was also a
trustee of
the Publica-
tions De-
partment when I was elected
editor in 1978. This double
relationship led us to be-
come close friends during
the past 33 years. My wife
grew up with their sons
Donald and David and we
continued to have a good
relationship with them and
their families.

The Phillips family is spe-

cial to the Brown family and
Mrs. Phillips will surely be
missed. She was a gracious
lady. We pray for the family
and thank God that she is
with Him and has received
her reward. Pray for Bro.
Vernon and the boys.

Two faithful workersTwo faithful workersTwo faithful workersTwo faithful workersTwo faithful workers
Many of you knew Bobby

Joe Wright personally as
well as Mrs. Kathryn
Strong. These two were good
and faithful workers and
played important parts in
thw work of our National
Publications work.

Our denomination was
blessed to have these indi-
viduals as loyal workers.

Special
Emphasis Time
January is the time set

aside by our Association to
recieve an annual "special
offering" for the Publications
Department.

The needs are great and
we ask that each of our
churches participate in this
effort. The economy is slow,
but God is still in control.
Prices have increased and
rumor has us believing that
postage rates will increase in
the near future.

We appreciate any and all
donations you can give to help
this ministry.

Missions Director Important
With the resignation of Bro.

Rayburn Freeman, the posi-
tion of State Missions Direc-
tor is open. The Trustees of
the Missions Department are
receiving resumes from indi-
viduals who feel led of the
Lord to lead in this work.

The importance of this po-
sition and the work of Mis-
sions leads this editor to pray
for God's man. A man who is
called to this work and a man
who has been used of God in
the past and whose ministry
has been fruitful and blessed.

I do not intend to offend
anyone, but "just anyone" will

not be sufficient. Just as God
calls and equips indivduals
to specific ministries (pastors,
teachers, leaders, directors,
etc.) I feel He also prepares
and calls men to lead in the
work of church planting and
evangelism.

It seems to me that a
person's experience, reputa-
tion, education, ministry
preparation and personality
should be such that he has
proven himself to be a blessed
instrument of the Lord.

Pray for God's man for this
position and if you feel led,
pray and apply. God will de-
cide.
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Thompson

Wright

Kathryn Strong

Mrs. Lela Phillips

Pastor’s Wife
Lela Phillips DiesLela Phillips DiesLela Phillips DiesLela Phillips DiesLela Phillips Dies

Lela Couch Phillips died Wednes-
day, December 29, 2010, at her home
in Rolling Fork, Mississippi. She was
85.

Mrs. Phillips was born in Winfield,
Alabama, and had been a resident of
Rolling Fork most of her life. She was
a case worker for Sharkey County
Human Services
and had worked
as a clerk for
Sharkey County
Chancery Court
and Circuit Court
in Rolling Fork.
She was a mem-
ber of Zion Bap-
tist Church in
Anguilla.

She was pre-
ceded in death by
her parents,
Samuel W. and Velma Bently Couch;
two brothers, Sammie Lee Couch and
Auther Houston Couch; and two sis-
ters, Mary Brown and Mamie Single-
ton.

She was a dedicated pastor’s wife
and is survived by her husband, the
Rev. Vernon Lee Phillips of Rolling
Fork; two sons, Donald Ray Phillips
and David Lee Phillips, both of Rolling
Fork; one brother, Edwin Couch of
Nashville; five grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren.

Services were held at Zion Baptist
Church on Friday, December 31 with
Dr. Earl Reyer officiating. Burial was
at Golden Link Cemetery in Anguilla.
Pallbearers were Wayne Couch, Mike
Couch, Dave Albert, Gary Barnett,
Donovan Phillips and Donald Phillips.
Honorary pallbearers were Tristan
Freeman, Noah Albert, Zane Freeman
and Larry Adams.

CharlesCharlesCharlesCharlesCharles
Thompson DiesThompson DiesThompson DiesThompson DiesThompson Dies

Rev. Charles G. Thompson, 83, of
Vancleaveave, died Saturday,  Decem-
ber 25, 2010,
at his resi-
dence. Fu-
neral Ser-
vices were
held Tues-
day,  Decem-
ber 28, at
C o l o n i a l
Chapel Fu-
neral Home,
Bay Springs.
The service was officiated by Bro.
Harold Holifield.

Bro. Thompson was born Septem-
ber 23, 1927.  He retired after 58 years
of ministry. He was preceded in death
by his wife, Laura Jim Martin Thomp-
son and his son-in-law, Milton Davis.

Survivors include: brother, Henry
Thompson of Laurel; three  daughters:
Ann Thompson Davis, Charlene Th-
ompson Newman (Dewayne), Dolly

Bobby Joe WBobby Joe WBobby Joe WBobby Joe WBobby Joe Wright,right,right,right,right,
Former Editor andFormer Editor andFormer Editor andFormer Editor andFormer Editor and
Minister DiesMinister DiesMinister DiesMinister DiesMinister Dies

Rev. Bobby Joe “Papaw” Wright,
age 76, of Texarkana, Arkansas, died
Saturday, January 1, 2011 in a local
nursing home.

Rev. Wright was
born November 10,
1934 in Hope, Ar-
kansas, and lived
in Texarkana most
of his life. He was a
retired editor for
the Baptist Pub-
lishing House and
a retired minister
having served
eleven different
churches in the
surrounding area for many years. Bro.
Wright served the Publishing House
as a Sunday School editor from 1957
until his retirement on December 2,
1999. He was preceded in death by his
wife of fifty five years, Shirley Ann
Wright.

He is survived by his two daughters
and sons-in-law: Pam and Rev. Don
Burke of Potosi, Missouri; Cindy and
Rev. James Ross of Texarkana, Ar-
kansas; one son and daughter-in-law:
Robert Wright of Little Rock, Arkan-
sas; Audrey Wright of Texarkana; two
sisters: Irene Kymes of San Antonio,
Texas; Lorene Browning of Hope, Ar-
kansas; two brothers: Elrey Wright of
Garland, Texas; J. W. Wright of Hope,
Arkansas; and seven grandchildren
and spouses; and a host of friends and
other relatives.

Funeral Services were held Mon-
day, January 2, at Texarkana Funeral
Home, Arkansas with Rev. Phillip
Dunn officiating.

Kathryn StrongKathryn StrongKathryn StrongKathryn StrongKathryn Strong
Former BBBHFormer BBBHFormer BBBHFormer BBBHFormer BBBH
D i r e c t o rD i r e c t o rD i r e c t o rD i r e c t o rD i r e c t o r,,,,,
DiesDiesDiesDiesDies

Mrs. C.O.
(Kathryn Tyler)
Strong, 82 of
Texarkana, died Dec.
24. She was retired
from the Baptist
Bible and Book
House (which later
became Pathway Christian Store)
where she had been manager and em-
ployed for 27 years. She had lived in
Texarkana for 47 years and was a

Thompson: five grandchildren: David
Duncan, Duane Ledlow (Stephanie),
David  Davis, Chuck Ledlow (Amanda),
and JoAnna Davis; eight great grand-
children:  Katrina Smith, Kelly Ledlow
Hutcherson (Kenneth), Thomas
Ledlow, Adrienne  DeBord, David
Ledlow, Erica Davis, Ashton Davis,
Lynn Cook.

member of Central Baptist Church in
Texarkana.

Mrs. Strong’s husband of 65 years,
C.O. Strong, pastored churches in Ar-
kansas and Texas. He also served as
editor of publications, president of the
BMA of Arkansas, vice president of
the BMA of America and a professor at
Central Baptist College.

Other survivors include three
daughters: Judy Johnson and Kathy
Griffin, both of Benton, and Lyn
Stephens of Texarkana; a sister, Marge
Mims of Baton Rouge, LA; and a
brother, Norman Tyler of Springhill,
LA; five grandchildren, including Clif
Johnson, pastor of Garrett Memorial
Baptist Church in Hope; and six great
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held Monday
with Clif Johnson, Dr. Larry Silvey
and Phillip Dunn officiating. Inter-
ment was at Welcome Cemetery near
Springhill, LA, under the direction of
Texarkana Funeral Home.

New New New New New YYYYYearearearearear’’’’’s ‘Ts ‘Ts ‘Ts ‘Ts ‘Traditions’raditions’raditions’raditions’raditions’
Have you ever wondered where the

tradition of celebrating New Year’s
came from? It started long ago in an-
cient Greece, about 600 B.C. They had
a belief that there was a rebirth of the
‘spirit of fertility,’ so they paraded a
baby in basket for all to see. Even the
ancient Egyptians used the baby as a
symbol of rebirth. Somehow seeing a
baby made people feel like they could
start over fresh with the new year.

The early Christians wanted to use
the baby as the symbol of the New
Year but the church felt it was too
pagan. Popular demand forced the
church to allow the Christians to use
the baby, but only if it was use to
symbolize the birth of Jesus.

Every year we all make New Year’s
Resolutions. We all have good inten-
tions, don’t we? Where did this idea or
tradition come from? We’re not real
sure, but it is believed that the ancient
Babylonians originated the idea of the
New Year’s Resolution. Their most
popular resolution was returning their
neighbors’ farming tools. (I wonder if
they had stolen those tools during the
past year?) Whether we keep our reso-
lutions or not, they are good for us to
make just so that we focus on improv-
ing ourselves.

When I was a teenager I really liked
the tradition of kissing someone on
New Year’s Eve. This came from Euro-
pean folklore. They felt there was some-
thing special about the first person
you encountered at the beginning of a
new year. Over the years we have
added the tradition of kissing that
special someone when the clock strikes
midnight every Dec. 31 and the New
Year is ushered in.

We like to set off fireworks to  usher
in the New Year at midnight. This
comes from the Chinese who believed
that on New Year’s eve there were evil
spirits lurking around. They set off

fireworks to frighten them away. Lots
of luck! In Tennessee, we would have
a special meal on New Year’s Day of
black-eyed peas and cornbread. It is
our belief that if you eat the blackeyed
peas you’ll have good luck all year
long! In early times in America, eating
Hoppin John’s black eyed peas and
hog jowls was considered a delicacy for
the rich people… even by our first
president. At last, Tennessee got it
right for once! Enjoy those blackeyed
peas.

However you celebrate the New
Year’s Day, it is a good time to stop and
contemplate the year that has passed
and the year ahead of us. The Apostle
Paul said in Phil. 3:13, “forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching
forth unto those things which are be-
fore, I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus.”  You can’t undo the
past, whether it was good or bad; but
you can do something about the fu-
ture. Strive to be everything the Lord
would have you to be and do what He
would have you to do. Live for Jesus
every day this coming year. And next
Jan. 1 you can look back and say,
“Thank you Lord.”

John Heddy, via LakeRidge,
Lubbock, TX bulletin
via Baptist Trumpet

Anti-pornAnti-pornAnti-pornAnti-pornAnti-porn
advocatesadvocatesadvocatesadvocatesadvocates

merge forcesmerge forcesmerge forcesmerge forcesmerge forces
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - A well-known anti-
pornography organization is making
some changes.

Pat Trueman, former chief prosecu-
tor in the child obscenity section at the
Department of Justice, tells
OneNewsNow that the group Moral-
ity in Media has a storied history with
the effort against pornography.

"And I'm pleased to join as their
chief executive officer and bring with
me the efforts that I've engaged in for
the last 25 years...against pornogra-
phy," says Trueman.

Bob Peters will continue as presi-
dent and chief counsel for Morality in
Media. Trueman shares that his tasks
"will be to continue to war on pornog-
raphy and [to extend] our online out-
reach effort, as well as fundraising
and provide a more public face to Mo-
rality in Media."

Aside from some conferences in
January and February, Morality in
Media will be working to convince
Congress to give the Department of
Justice a nudge because the agency
has not been prosecuting illegal por-
nography.
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GMA Girls
GMA Promoter - Beth Caldwell

166 Twin Creek Rd, Lucedale, MS 39452
601-947-6011

Sunbeam Promoter - Linda Dertinger
132 HowardHill Road, Soso, MS 39480

601-729-2908

Second VSecond VSecond VSecond VSecond Vice-president Reportice-president Reportice-president Reportice-president Reportice-president Report
by Kiera Jo Robertsonby Kiera Jo Robertsonby Kiera Jo Robertsonby Kiera Jo Robertsonby Kiera Jo Robertson

State GMA 2nd Vice PresidentState GMA 2nd Vice PresidentState GMA 2nd Vice PresidentState GMA 2nd Vice PresidentState GMA 2nd Vice President

Hello Girls,
I'm Kiera Robertson and I will serve as your 2nd

vice president at State Camp for 2011. The year has
flown by and camp is coming up soon.  It will be held
on March 11-12th, 2011 at Camp Garaway in Clinton,
MS. The theme is, "The Wonder of It all", and the
theme verse is John 1:3. We have T- Shirts that go
with the theme. We have many fun activities during
the camp and also worship services with the camp
pastor. We hope to see many girls at camp this year,
and I look forward to seeing all of you who are able
to come. Blessings will be received. God Bless.

Moral Action
Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi

Dr. John M. Adams,Director
P.O. Box 88, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863

Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com

John Adams

The Poor Among US
Proverbs 21:13

In spite of all our relief and national and interna-
tional relief programs, the poor are still among us.
The battle of poverty goes on and on.  Most of us,
however, are among the prosperous.  What should
Christians do regarding the poverty of so many
others?

The latest Census Bureau data indicates that one
in every ten Americans are considered poor.  Over-
seas, the conditions are even worse.  “The World
Food Council tells us that a third of the children in
the world die of malnutrition and disease before they
have five birthdays.”   Time Magazine     The Chicago
Tribune report states, “each year 100,000 children
go blind because of lack of vitamin A in their diets.”

I.  Why do we have the poor?I.  Why do we have the poor?I.  Why do we have the poor?I.  Why do we have the poor?I.  Why do we have the poor?
The Bible seems to say that God allows the poor

among us to test our compassion for our fellow men.
Our response to the suffering and inhumanity of
others reveals our true Christian spirit.

Some have wrongly assumed that to be poor is a
sign of God’s disfavor.  This is not true for God loves
the poor and hears their cries.  He sees and judges
those who wrong them.  Psalms 14:6.

The Word teaches us that God will bless those who
reach out to help the poor.  Psalms 41:1.  On the other
hand, we invite God’s judgment if we ignore the
needs of the poor.  Proverbs 21:13.  We, as Christians,
have a duty and obligation to help those in poverty.

II.  How can we help the poor?II.  How can we help the poor?II.  How can we help the poor?II.  How can we help the poor?II.  How can we help the poor?
There are many different views of helping the

poor.  The Government contends that we should find
a way to redistribute wealth and thus wipe out ALL
poverty.  The Christian principle suggests that we
share.   The Scripture does not indicate that we can

or should change the world’s economic structure.
Jesus clearly taught that poverty exists in this present
evil world....”ye have the poor with you always,”
Mark 14.

Christ’s ministry to the poor was one of genuine
compassion.  He would say (on the Sermon on the
Mount), “when, not if.”  Christian compassion should
be exemplified without glory or fanfare.  Sharing of
self demands a realization of the needs to others.

Anyone willing to work was assured of food to feed
their family.  The Old Testament story of Ruth and
Naomi portrays both women working in the fields to
gather gleanings, which was deliberately left for
them.  In the New Testament, the duty of giving alms
was acknowledged and encouraged.  Jesus often
spoke of giving to the poor.

Widows without family support were cared for by
the church, as read in Acts 6:1 and I Timothy 5:9, 16.
Paul mentions the poor in Galatians 2:10...”that we

should remember the poor.”  Christian congrega-
tions have always been God’s channel of mercy to the
poor.

III.  Why should we help the poor?III.  Why should we help the poor?III.  Why should we help the poor?III.  Why should we help the poor?III.  Why should we help the poor?
First, the presence of the poor prompts us to

exercise compassion.  We are truly selfish and self-
centered when we think only of our needs.  I John
3:17

Second, the presence of the poor gives us opportu-
nity to prove that Christ has touched our hearts and
made it new.  Old sin nature prompts us to look the
other way and ignore the pleads of others.  Compas-
sion is an evidence of an inner work of grace.  James
spoke of faith and works.  Our acts are proof of faith.

Third,   the poor give Christians an opportunity to
lay up heavenly treasures...Proverbs 19:17 and James
2:15-16.

Fourth,   there is a practical side to helping the
poor.  The church is to be a haven for those in its
congregation who lack food and housing, who are
suffering sickness, financial hardship, lack of cloth-
ing and medical care for their children.

Expect a blessing when you help the poor.  Jesus
said, “Freely ye have received, freely give.”  Our first
obligation is to share the Bread of Life - salvation.
We cannot withhold the Bread of Sustenance to
those with genuine need.

We are commanded to be Good Samaritans.

'No room in the inn'
for pro-lifers

OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - The Illinois town of Rockford has
not been hospitable to a pro-life mobile sonogram
unit that is trying to serve the city.

Pro-lifers have parked the sonogram unit outside
the Rockford abortion mill several times, but not
without exchange from the abortuary workers as
police have even told the pro-lifers to remove the
unit from the city. Local prayer counselor Kevin
Rilott tells OneNewsNow that following that flap,
the unit returned to offer free
sonograms across from the abortion
clinic, but the opposition is taking
new measures to keep pregnant pa-
tients away from viewing images of
their unborn children.

"They began parking used cars from
a used car dealer -- I think they were
renting them from them -- and they'd
fill every public parking place around
the abortion facility for a two-block radius so the
mobile ultrasound couldn't be anywhere near the
abortion facility," Rilott reports.

They then posted signs on the used cars with false
warnings like "women raped in motor home" and
"bed bugs in motor home" -- references to the mobile
sonogram unit. Moreover, the city council has turned
down the pro-lifers' request for permission to park
their unit near the abortion clinic for three hours a
day.

Some Christians think it is ironic that this situa-
tion is taking place at this time of year, "when we
know that Mary and Joseph went to a little town
called Bethlehem and found no room for their little
family in that town, that...there's no room in this city
for offering women the choice to see a free ultra-
sound," the local prayer counselor relates. "In effect,
there's 'no room at the inn' in Rockford for these
babies in the womb."

But Rilott adds that the city's action will in no way
deter the pro-lifers' efforts to convince women enter-
ing the abortion clinic to give their babies life.

'Ark' park optimistic
re: tax incentive program
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - Ark Encounter, a historically themed
park focused on Noah's Ark, has taken another step
forward in northern Kentucky.

The apologetics ministry Answers in Genesis (AIG)
will be operating the
for-profit Ark Encoun-
ter. The park, which
will be owned by a pri-
vate group (Ark En-
counter LLC), will fea-
ture a full-scale, all-
wood ark based on the
dimensions provided in Genesis 6 and built in accor-
dance with established nautical engineering prac-
tices of the era. The ark, which will sit on land,
should become the largest timber-frame structure in
the U.S. The park will be located in Grant County,
Kentucky, south of Cincinnati, Ohio. (See earlier
story)

AIG founder Ken Ham tells OneNewsNow Ken-
tucky has a tourism tax-incentive program to attract
businesses that will help the state budget and pro-
vide jobs -- and Ark Encounter applied for it.

"The advisory board to the governor heard the
application and approved the first step," he explains.
"Now it goes to an outside consultant who actually
looks at all the figures and does some investigation
to make sure it fulfills all the requirements."

Ham is confident they will receive final approval
of the tax incentive. In the meantime, Answers in
Genesis is raising money for the project.

"Well, it's a project that's going to cost over $150
million," he remarks. "Answers in Genesis is raising
the money as a partner for the actual construction of
Noah's Ark. It's going to be built out of wood like a
real ship with wooden pegs and so on -- the size of
Noah's Ark."

There will be many more features related to the
theme park. Construction is projected to begin in
2011, with a grand opening scheduled for the public
in Spring 2014.
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CHILDREN'S HOME
118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-3928

SIDNEY DAVIS
DIRECTOR

A New Year Before UsA New Year Before UsA New Year Before UsA New Year Before UsA New Year Before Us
Well, it is 2011!  What a tre-

m e n d o u s
thought. Time
does not wait
for anyone and
is swiftly pass-
ing away.  May
we use this
year’s time
wisely for our
God.  1
Thessalonians
5:6 says,
“Therefore let us not sleep, as
do others; but let us watch and
be sober.”

If you want to make the best
use of the time God has allot-
ted you here on earth, then live
in the light of the return of
Jesus Christ.  You know, He
may come back in 2011 for His
own. After all, one day all of us
will actually stand before the
Lord.  Perhaps today!

Recent Church VisitRecent Church VisitRecent Church VisitRecent Church VisitRecent Church Visit
We were with the Lee’s

Chapel #1 Baptist Church near
Carriere on Sunday, Decem-
ber 12.  During the morning
services the children at the
Home rendered special music
and I brought the morning

message.  Afterwards we en-
joyed a good meal prepared by
the host church.  The Home
was presented a special offer-
ing before the beginning of the
afternoon service that was re-
ceived that day.

Christmas GivingChristmas GivingChristmas GivingChristmas GivingChristmas Giving
At this time of the year many

of you share with the children
that they may have a joyous
and Merry Christmas.  We are
grateful for the gifts and mon-
etary offerings that are given.
They are appreciated and we
thank you.

Washington BaptistWashington BaptistWashington BaptistWashington BaptistWashington Baptist
 Association Rally Association Rally Association Rally Association Rally Association Rally

It was good to be with the
Washington Baptist Associa-
tion which met with the Corinth
Baptist Church near Lucedale
and Pastor Jeff Bass on De-
cember 17, for the annual rally
for the Home.  I gave a report
on the ministry of the Home
and brought the evening mes-
sage.  Afterward we enjoyed a
meal prepared by the host
church and a time of fellow-
ship.  We want to say thank
you to each church and indi-
vidual who gave to this rally.

mond Island’s north bridge  is
now 430 and continue to rise
while around 1,500 patients are
being treated at different
health facility units in Phnom
Penh for all sorts of serious
body injuries.

Baptist Medical Missions In-
ternational (BMMI) provided
quick support to me as BMA’s
medical missionary in Cambo-
dia so that I would be able to
freely perform my professional
services as a medical doctor
and mental health counselor to
those afflicted of the worse trag-
edy in Cambodia after the
Khmer Rouge brutalities in
1975. With BMMI’s assistance,
I was able to achieve the fol-
lowing victories for the Lord,
namely: provided parenteral
antimicrobial and analgesic
drugs as well as medical sup-
plies for 96 close-watch hospi-
tal patients; supplied assorted
oral pharmaceuticals and topi-
cal medications for wound in-
juries of around 265 stampede
victims; fed around 180 family
members of hospitalized pa-
tients who came from the dif-
ferent provinces to visit their
injured; counseled 67 post trau-
matic syndrome stampede pa-
tients at the Happy Heart and
Wellness Clinic as well as con-
tinue to dress their wounds at
the medical clinic. As a conse-
quence of God’s love shown to
these Cambodian victims, I can
tell you that 180 have now
known of the name of Jesus
Christ and 54 have accepted
Him as their Healer, Provider,

personal Lord and Savior.
As I continue to do the medi-

cal and counseling work for the
stampede victims, kindly con-
tinue to pray for me and the
growth of my medical ministry
in Phnom Penh, Cambodia so
that I would be able to attract
more Khmer to know Him as
well as magnify His name in all
of this special burden. Please
pray also for my four Basic In-
teractive Self-Help English
Language Program (ISHELP)
graduates who are still miss-
ing and are being searched to
date. One of them, Sor Vila,
has already advised me that he
is back home with his family in

Cambodia TCambodia TCambodia TCambodia TCambodia Tragedyragedyragedyragedyragedy
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1

Proposition 8 and he favors the
repeal of the federal Defense of
Marriage Act, which gives
states the option of not recog-
nizing another state's "gay
marriage" laws.

The nation's homosexual
groups want Obama to back
"gay marriage" - a move they
believe would dramatically
help their cause. They note that
when running for Illinois state
senator in the late 1990s,
Obama actually backed "gay
marriage" before changing his
position.

Obama also gave a pre-
Christmas interview with the
homosexual magazine Advo-
cate, his first one-on-one talk
with a homosexual publication

since he's been president.
Asked about the marriage is-
sue, he told the magazine:

"[L]ike a lot of people, I'm
wrestling with this. My atti-
tudes are evolving on this. I
have always firmly believed in
having a robust civil union that
provides the rights and ben-
efits under the law that mar-
riage does. I've wrestled with
the fact that marriage tradi-
tionally has had a different con-
notation. But I also have a lot
of very close friends who are
married gay or lesbian couples."

Obama said he would like to
see the Defense of Marriage
Act (DOMA) overturned in
Congress, but acknowledged
such a scenario faces an uphill

battle with Republicans con-
trolling Congress beginning in
January. The Advocate asked
Obama whether his adminis-
tration might decide not to de-
fend DOMA in federal court.
There are a handful of lawsuits
against DOMA, and the Obama
Justice Department has pro-
vided what conservative groups
view as a weak defense of the
1996 law, which is critical in
preventing "gay marriage"
from being legalized nation-
wide.

"I have a whole bunch of re-
ally smart lawyers who are
looking at a whole range of
options," Obama answered.
"My preference wherever pos-
sible is to get things done legis-
latively because I think it - it
gains a legitimacy, even among
people who don't like the
change, that is valuable.

"... I'm always looking for a
way to get it done, if possible,
through our elected represen-
tatives. That may not be pos-
sible in DOMA's case. That's
something that I think we have
to strategize on over the next
several months."

Vice President Joe Biden also
chimed in about "gay marriage"
during a pre-Christmas inter-
view, telling ABC News he be-
lieves "there is an inevitability
for a national consensus on gay
marriage."

"Gay marriage" is legal only
in five states, and a majority of
states have prohibited it within
their respective constitutions.
It has lost in every state - 31 in
all - where it appeared on the
ballot.

Supporters of the traditional
definition of marriage warn
that "gay marriage" legaliza-
tion will negatively affect all of
society, impacting everything
from the tax-exempt status of
religious organizations to the
way private businesses are op-
erated to what is taught in el-
ementary schools.

WITH DADT DEFEATED,
MARRIAGE LAWS NEXT? --

With the military's Don't Ask,
Don't Tell law on the verge of
being repealed, some of the
nation's top homosexual lead-
ers are focusing on legalizing
"gay marriage" nationwide,
The New York Times reported
Dec. 19.

A new group, Equality Mat-
ters, is being formed and will
launch in January with the goal
of promoting "gay marriage."
The group is a spinoff of an-
other liberal group, Media
Matters. Richard Socarides, a
former domestic policy adviser
to President Clinton, will lead
it, The Times said.

"We will celebrate this im-
portant victory for five min-
utes, and then we have to move
on, because we are the last
group of Americans who are
discriminated against in fed-
eral law and there is a lot of
work to do," Socarides was
quoted as saying.

Media Matters founder
David Brock said Equality
Matters would "expose right-
wing bigotry and homophobia
wherever we find it" and
"stiffen the spines of
progressives."

views on 'gay marriage'views on 'gay marriage'views on 'gay marriage'views on 'gay marriage'views on 'gay marriage'
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1

Kandal Province. I am so
blessed of his testimony which
I would want to share -

“Some people collapsed, but
after many yelled that the
bridge  moved, it caused people
to run in different directions
and caused them unable to
move about on the bridge.
People  trampled each other to
death. I survived by jumping
down into the water and
shouted the name of Jesus
Christ to rescue me which I
have learned from Dr. Fil. I
swam to the other side. When I
jumped down, I touched the
bridge and was electrocuted a
bit. I know that Jesus Christ
saved me when I called upon
His name.”

To God be always the glory!

Despite concerns, mosque will neighbor church
OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - A California pastor is warning about a "frontal
assault" against Christianity in the wake of a planning
commission's overwhelming approval of a pro-
posed mosque.

A 25,000-square-foot mosque to be built in
Temecula Valley has gained unanimous support
from the local planning commission, despite con-
cerns from citizens and critics who say the facil-
ity may be a safe-haven for terrorists. William
Rench, pastor of neighboring Calvary Baptist
Church in Temecula Valley, feels his
congregation's attempts to voice their opposition
to the planning commission were futile.

"We learned during the course of the meeting that they
already had made their decision to approve it, regardless of what
the response was going to be from the community," Rench
reports. "They had already printed in their record that they had
approved it, even before the date of the hearing."

Although the mosque's imam has denied violence, the Baptist
pastor explains that his public stance against the project has led
some Muslims to label him as "hateful." The mosque, which will
be built next door to Calvary Baptist Church, has created a stir
among the church body.
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Sofilthy's
Attic
by Barbara White

HumblingHumblingHumblingHumblingHumbling
ExperiencesExperiencesExperiencesExperiencesExperiences

You've probably heard the expres-
sion: "The Lord has ways of keeping us
humble."  I've experienced some hum-
bling experiences during my lifetime
but one really stands out in my mind.

As an employee of a Nursing Home,
I attended many funerals.  The one
that stands out is this:  A husband and
wife were residents in the Nursing
Home and the husband died.  Since
the rather plump wife was confined to
a wheelchair, we carried her to the
funeral on the bus which was equipped
with a lift for wheelchairs.

The family decided not to take our
lady patient to the grave site for the
interment but let her sit on the porch
and watch from a distance since it was
raining and rather messy.

Well, the wife decided she wanted to
go out to the grave site.  So our digni-
fied Director of Nurses was pushing
the chair, but since the ground was
soft, a lifting and pulling action was
needed along with the dignified push-
ing.  So, I in my finest funeral attire,
complete with high heeled shoes was
lifting and pulling (much like a mule
would do when hitched to a wagon)
when the heel of my shoe got caught in
the mud and my shoe didn't turn my
foot loose and so I suddenly had grass
in my face.

Did I mention that the whole family
and church and community were at
the grave site waiting for "mama" to
get there.  So my fall was not only
heard and felt but was witnessed by a
large number of people!

To this day, when I meet anyone
from that community they nearly al-
ways say, "You're the woman who fell
down at Mr. Craft's funeral!"

So I learned that indeed "Pride goeth
before destruction and a hauty spirit
before a fall."

Hotel Information for 2011

Baptist Missionary Association of America Annual

Meeting

April 11-13, 2011

Wichita Falls Texas

The following hotels have agreed to offer group rates to those attending the
2011 BMAA meeting in Wichita Falls, Texas April 11-13.  The Howard Johnson
Plaza and the Holiday Inn at the Falls have been designated as primary hotels.

Hotel Room Rate Reservation Deadline
for Group Rate

Howard Johnson Plaza
401 Broad Street $69 April 4
940-766-6000

Holiday Inn at the Falls
100 Central Frwy. $85 March 31
940-761-6000

Baymont by Wyndham
4510 Kell King-$76
940-691-7500 Double-$79 March 30

Courtyard by Marriott
Lawrence Rd. & Tarry $104 March 20
940-696-0010

Days Inn & Suites by Wyndham
4500 Kell King-$71
940-691-4200 Double-$75 March 30

Holiday Inn Express
5300 Kell Blvd. $93 March 20
940-692-8300

Homewood Suites by Hilton
2675 Plaza Parkway $114 March 30
940-691-4663

Super 8 Motel by Wyndham
1307 Kenley Ave. $60 March 30
940-322-8880

To ensure the group rates, please be sure to indicate that you are with the
Baptist Missionary Association of America when calling to make your reserva-
tions.

BMAA Committee on Arrangements
Charles Attebery
Leon Carmical
Mike Mobly

DiversionsDiversionsDiversionsDiversionsDiversions
by Charles Lee, pastorby Charles Lee, pastorby Charles Lee, pastorby Charles Lee, pastorby Charles Lee, pastor
Bethel Baptist ChurchBethel Baptist ChurchBethel Baptist ChurchBethel Baptist ChurchBethel Baptist Church
Bassfield, MississippiBassfield, MississippiBassfield, MississippiBassfield, MississippiBassfield, Mississippi

Editor’s Note: Although this article
may be considered late due to its Christ-
mas theme, it is appropriate for all to
consider.

The  image of that horrible sight is
still vividly burned into the recesses of
my memory, though years have wiped
out most every other recollection that
occurred in my youth. Sleep is often
disturbed whenever that face appears
so life-like in my dreams. Even today I

shudder when I see other children
faced with similar circumstances. Even
though it has scarred me for life, I too,
am guilty of the same offense. The
offense of accusation. The necessity of
glaring at one of my children and ask-
ing, “What did you do and why won’t I
believe you when you tell me?”

The details of the transgression have
grown hazy (it’s still in litigation), but
the flared nostrils, bulging eyes, and
steam flowing from the ears of the

accuser, are still crystal clear. Appar-
ently I have been picked out of a line-
up and was now having to stand trial
for something I obviously didn’t do.
My standard defense is these situa-
tions was to have a good lie prepared,
but this time I was completely caught
off guard and had to resort to Plan B,
stuttering. I…I….I….uh..I….I..uh.

Seeing that Plan B was failing mis-
erably, my mind raced for some way to
get me out of this predicament. Then,
like a lightening bolt flashing across
the darkened sky, Plan C came into
being. Diversion! I needed a diversion.
That’s the only thing that would save
me. I prayed for a train wreck in the
front yard, which would have truly
been a miracle seeing as how the near-
est railroad track was several miles
away. Suddenly, sheer genius was
born. “Darrell skipped school yester-
day!” And then to ally myself with the
inquisitor, “And I told him t hat he
shouldn’t do stuff like that cause it was
wrong!”

As the warden rushed off in search
of someone else to put on the rack, I
mentally pushed Plan C all the way up
to Plan A. A good lie is useful, but it
can’t even hold pace with a good diver-
sion.

Though I felt real smug at the time,
years have revealed to me that I didn’t
invent this ingenious plan. Satan has
used it from the very beginning, and
even today many of us are still run-
ning off in the direction in which he
has pointed. Take, for example, this
wonderful season we celebrate, Christ-
mas. Slowly and subtly, the devil has
steered us away from its true mean-
ing. Shopping malls and discount
stores now have our full attention.
Time has crawled on and a Christ has
been replaced with an X. Merry Christ-
mas has been changed to Happy Holi-
days. To be diverse, we have been
educated to believe that we can’t be
centered solely on the Saviour of the
world, but we must celebrate
everyone’s belief to be politically cor-
rect.

I’m convinced that wise men still
worship Him. When we look back and
see how the season has changed over
the years, we can only suppose that a
few years will completely wipe away
every shred of truth of the birth of
Jesus Christ. You and I can make sure
this doesn’t happen by not allowing
Satan to divert us from the real Rea-
son for the season.

Special Emphasis 2011
Your Gift Helps

Support Publications In January

CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS DEPARTMENT

BMA OF MISSISSIPPI
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