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Let all things be done decently and in order. 1Cor. 14:40

2021 BMA National Meeting Postponed
MEETING MOVED FROM APRIL TO AUGUST 2021

From Jeff Swart
BMAA President

A Zoom call was held on Tues-
day January 12th with the offic-
ers of the BMA of America, the
Executive Directors of the de-
partments of the BMAA, the di-
rectors or officers of the BMAA
Auxiliaries, the BMAA Produc-
tion Team, and Richard Smith,
host pastor of the 2021 national
meeting.  The purpose of the
virtual meeting was to discuss
the feasibility of holding the
national meeting at the regu-
larly announced time in April
2021.

The decision to move forward
with hosting a physical meet-
ing of the national association
in April 2021 was made the third
week in October 2020.  Since
that time, things have changed.
In the state of Arkansas, and in
an around Waxahachie, Texas,
the number of new COVID-19
cases is setting a record almost
every day.  Our utmost desire is

to protect the messen-
gers of our churches
and so, we felt that we
needed to explore
other options.

After more than an
hour of discussion, it was clear
that our mutual desire was to
host a physical meeting of the
BMAA in 2021 if possible.  There-
fore, the 2021 national meeting
of the churches of the BMA of
America will be delayed until
Monday August 2 thru Wednes-
day August 4, 2021, at the Farley
Street Baptist Church in
Waxahachie, Texas.  The meet-
ing will be conducted with the
same format as the 2019 na-
tional meeting with some minor
changes to comply with local and
state health regulations.

The elected officers of the
BMA of America will decide by
June 1st if holding a physical
meeting of our national associa-
tion in August is still a viable
option.  If it is deemed necessary

that we cancel our meeting to-
gether in August, plans for a
Zoom meeting the BMA of
America will be implemented
and announced through our
state papers.

I personally appreciate your
patience with me during this
unprecedented time in our
nation’s history.  I believe that
my desires and your desires for
our association are the same.  I
may take a different route to get
where we all want to be, but I
assure you that in time, we will
all get there.  The best thing
that you can do is pray for your
officers and if you do, I am con-
vinced that we will do a better
job.  It is a great joy to serve
such a fine group of pastors and
churches!

Ministering to the
Least of These in Nicaragua

 Juan Carlos & Paige Ferrell Sanchez

Staff member working with a student

from BMAA Missions

“Growing up, I always knew I
would help those who needed a
little extra assistance but never
really knew exactly how until
God brought me to Nicaragua.
It was there that he revealed
what an incredible need there
was for such a facility. Now we
are beyond
humbled and
blessed to build re-
lationships and
teach families that
God has put in our
paths.”

Paige Ferrell
made her first trip
to Nicaragua in
2015 with her
church, New Har-
mony, in Tyler,
Texas. It was on
that first trip that
God began revealing his plan
for her to serve the people of
Nicaragua. Because Paige’s
brother Paden has autism, she
always felt called to help those
who needed extra assistance,
and after four trips there, she
knew for sure her specific call-
ing: to bring the hope of the
gospel and special education
services to children and their
families.

With bachelors and masters
degrees in special education
from Texas A&M and board cer-
tification as a behavior analyst,
Paige is well qualified to assess
the limitations of children. In
Nicaragua, resources are almost
non-existent for educating
teachers, parents, and doctors
on treatments and therapies.

So she began formulating a
vision for families to receive sup-
port, training, and hope for the
future of a loved one with a dis-
ability. In addition, she wanted

to provide education and train-
ing to teachers and administra-
tors, continually training them
to be program leaders and reach
as many families as possible
with the love of Jesus Christ.

All of this at no cost to fami-
lies.

With her goals and vision in
mind, Paige launched the spe-

cial education program called
Piece of Hope in 2017 with three
full-time Nicaraguan staff mem-
bers located at Lighthouse Bap-
tist School in Catarina. The
school’s administrators and
teachers there are trained to
provide aid and one-on-one ser-
vices to struggling students and
to support their families.

Paige and her staff assess all
students in the program and
create goals based on students’
and families’ needs. Then teach-
ers learn how to help them reach
those goals and measure their
progress.

When Piece of Hope began,
they prayed for four to eight
families to serve in the first year,
but in the first six months God
brought ten families who needed
the hope of special education
support and the hope of Jesus’
love. At two years, they were
serving 35 families with special
needs loved ones.

(In July of 2019, Paige be-
came Paige Ferrell Sánchez
when she married Nicaraguan
doctor Juan Carlos Sánchez
Hernandez, her ministry part-
ner who desires to serve God
with his talents as well.)

Paige says, “When I moved
here three years ago I had no
idea if it was for one year or

twenty, or to help three kids or
300! But throughout these three
years I am so blessed to be a part
of this work and grateful for
those who help and support us
from the States.

“Currently we have 40 stu-
dents who come through our
doors every week to work indi-
vidually with a teacher. But we
also spend time with their par-
ents to discuss the difficult parts
of their lives plus the challenges
that come with having a special
needs child.

“At this point in our ministry
we feel God is leading us to take
a leap of faith and trust that he
will provide the funds to pur-
chase a building of our own. We
are thankful to be able to work
inside Lighthouse Baptist

School, but it has limitations.
So we are raising funds to pur-
chase a building that will pro-
vide new opportunities to our
young adult students and be a
light for Jesus in our commu-
nity and beyond.”

Piece of Hope desires to . . .
- provide quality services and

show families hope for their
children’s futures

- train new teachers to pro-
vide quality, one-on-on services
using data-driven processes

- educate professionals and
public school teachers on how to
better support individuals with
disabilities

- make our community more
aware with awareness events
and training
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January of each year is designated
as the “Special Emphasis Month” for
your Publications Department. Our
churches and people are asked to re-
ceive a special offering during Janu-
ary to raise funds for the continued op-
eration of this ministry.

Your gift is used throughout the
year to help fund this work. Your gifts
are special to us and very much ap-
preciated. They help us continue to
keep you informed about the work God
is doing through the Baptist Mission-
ary Association of Mississippi and
America.

75 Years of Keeping You Informed

SPECIAL EMPHASIS

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

J.C. Everhart
J. C. Everhart is available for

pulpit supply. He is a member of
Vardaman Street Baptist Church,
Wiggins, Mississippi. He is involved
in a number of ministries in his
local church. He may be reached
at 228-234-1381.

Mike Nielson
Mike Nielson is a member at

Campground Baptist Church,
Gulfport. He has been preaching
for a couple
years now. The
church has li-
censed him to
the ministry and
he is available for
to our churches
for pulpit service.
His cell number
is 228-731-1120 or you may con-
tact his pastor Bro. Wallace Will-
iams at 228-669-8969.

Youth Minister Position
Greenwood Baptist Church,

Fulton, Mississippi, is searching
for a part-time youth minister.
Internship could also be an op-
tion.

Any interested candidate should
send their resume or experience
history to Pastor Joseph Bain at
josephbain77@gmail.com.

Staff Search

Mike Nielson

Ruby Bynum

Mrs. Ruby Bynum
Ruby Jewel Sumrall Bynum,

78, of Laurel, Mississippi, died
Thursday, January 7, 2021 at
South Central Regional Medi-
cal Center in Laurel, Missis-
sippi. She was born Friday,
January 9, 1942 in Holly Bluff,
Mississippi.

Ruby was a retired nurse, a
faithful member of First Bap-
tist Church of Calhoun, and a
volunteer of the local food mis-

sion. Mrs.
Bynum was a
faithful wife,
l o v i n g
m o t h e r ,
grandmother
and great-
grandmother.
She was also

active in her local WMA.
Survivors include her hus-

band of 56 years, Robert Bynum,
son, Chris Bynum (Brittney),
Tonya Bynum, grandchildren,
Braxton Bynum, Latham
Bynum, Morgan Davis, Anna
Davis, great-grandson, Jax Hill,
brother, Carl Sumrall
(MaryAnn), sister, Tommie
Ritchey.

Services were held January
10, 2021 at First Baptist Church
of Calhoun.

Former Mississippi Pastor
Michael Wayne Moore passed

away peacefully from this earth
and entered the gates of heaven
on Sunday, the 3rd of January
2021, after a brave battle against
coronavirus and other health
complications. He was 48 years
old.

Michael was currently the
pastor of New Bethlehem Bap-
tist Church in Cut and Shoot,
Texas.  He also preached the
gospel at various churches in
Texas, Arkansas, and Oakland
Church, Vicksburg, Mississippi.

Graveside services were held
January 9, 2021 at Guiceland
Cemetery in Grapeland, Texas.

Pastor’s Son Dies
Andrew Wesley Jones

Andrew Wesley Jones, 34, of
Laurel, Mississippi, died Satur-
day, January 9, 2021 in Laurel,
Mississippi. He was born De-
cember 20, 1986 in Hattiesburg,
Mississippi.He was the son of
Corbey and Cindy Jones and
grandson of Arthur & Shirlene
Smith and Bert & Sandy Jones.

Graveside Services will be
held Saturday, January 16, 2021
at 2:00 PM at Hopewell Baptist
Church Cemetery with burial
to follow. Collin Jones and John
David Smith will officiate.

Obituaries
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Luke 2.40  “And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled
with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.”

Scripture Thoughts by Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

All parents want their sons
or daughters to grow strong, be
filled with wisdom, and have
God’s grace on them. Mary and
Joseph did some things to help
that come to pass for their Son.

First, the mother (Mary) sub-
mitted herself to being the Lord’s
servant carrying out His will in
her life (Luke 2.18).

Second, the father (Joseph)
obeyed the holy words of angels
(Matthew 1.20-25).

Third, both parents congre-
gated with sainted men and
women as they spoke prophetic
words about their Son (Luke
2.25-38).

Fourth, both dad and mom
were scrupulous to observe all

things required
by their faith
(Luke 2.39).

Dear Parent,
do you want your
son or daughter
to grow up strong,
be filled with wis-
dom, and have
God’s grace on him or her? If
that is your desire, then there
are some things you will have to
do in order for this to happen.
You as parents will have to do
the kinds of things that Joseph
and Mary did with their child,
Jesus.

Are you scrupulous in observ-
ing the requirements of your
faith?  Perhaps you are slip-

shod, sloppy, and slack in this
area. Are you willing to submit
yourself to being the Lord’s ser-
vant to carry out His will in
your life? Perhaps you might
“think about that tomorrow.”
Are you listening to the words of
God spoken through His mes-
sengers? Maybe private time
alone with Him is not on your
schedule right now. Do you have
your child in the company of
sainted men and women in the
Lord’s house? You may say your
friends are not of that circle.

All parents want their sons
or daughters to grow strong, be
filled with wisdom, and have
God’s grace on them. Mary and
Joseph did some things to help
that come to pass for their son.
Parent, what are you doing?

- from Cleaver’s book ‘Then
God Said’
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Southeastern Baptist College

Serving Christ With A Biblical World View  In A Christian Atmosphere

President’s Perspective
“While we look not at the

things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen:
for the things which are seen
are temporal; but the things
which are not seen are eternal.”
2 Corinthians 4:18

As the new Spring Semester
begins, we have had a wonder-
ful registration week. It had its
moments, but this semester has
been the smoothest operation
enrolling students since I be-
came part of SBC five years ago.
I commend our staff for their
successful efforts to work out
the challenges of the past and
find better processing methods.

It is not an easy task to indi-
vidually enroll 90 students.
Nearly every student has a
unique situation that has to be
addressed. The staff at SBC are
the best! They helped each stu-
dent find their particular solu-
tion and successfully enrolled
them.

As we move forward into this
Spring Semester, we are look-
ing ahead at the Fall 2021 Se-
mester. We know we can double
our student body, however, our
greatest challenge is housing
space. We are nearly at full ca-
pacity now with the current stu-
dents we have. Selected mem-
bers of the Board of Trustees

have met to
discuss pre-
l i m i n a r y
ideas of both
need and costs
i n v o l v e d .
Once we have
an idea of a
budget, we
will call to-
gether the
Board of Trustees Building Com-
mittee to perfect the plan.

A concern I have is the incom-
ing government administration.
I believe that they will become a
significant challenge for conser-
vative Christian colleges, but
the Lord’s hand continues to be
upon SBC as evidenced by us

having the most full-time stu-
dents and most hours attempted
in the history of the college! He
continues to amaze us with the
ability to upgrade our infrastruc-
ture and make improvements
in nearly every area of the
school’s operation. God is on the
move on the campus of SBC and
we must keep up with Him!

It is because of the clear un-
derstanding that the Lord is
leading us forward, even toward
what appears to be a significant

challenging future, we have cho-
sen to heed God’s Word. We will,
“walk by faith and not by sight”
2 Corinthians 5:7. This takes
great courage for the Board of
Trustees and the school’s staff,
but the Lord is on His throne
and he knows our needs. There-
fore, we will continue to plan for
success while being realistically
prudent about the possible set-
backs imposed by our govern-
ment.

I read recently that while
Goliath was ranting and hurl-
ing insults against God’s people,
David was quietly choosing
stones. The threat is real, but
we must trust the Lord and pre-
pare for a spiritual battle.

Keep praying for the SBC fam-
ily as we step forward in faith
into the Spring Semester!

“And David spake to the men
that stood by him, saying, What
shall be done to the man that
killeth this Philistine, and
taketh away the reproach from
Israel? for who is this uncir-
cumcised Philistine, that he
should defy the armies of the
living God?” 1 Samuel 17:26

Equipping the Saints,
Dr. Scott R. Carson

...while Goliath was ranting and hurling insults against
God’s people, David was quietly choosing stones...

Golf Cart Needed
Campus security volunteers need convenient

transportation for making rounds about cam-
pus, especially at night. A golf cart would be
ideal. If you would like to donate a golf cart,
or similar transportation to the college, give
us a call at 601-426-6346.

Newly Created Scholarship
We are grateful for Teresa and Diane Gavin creating the Alton

Gavin Scholarship. Brother Gavin was a former Board of Trustees
member whom the Lord motivated to support and promote SBC.
The scholarship will be awarded to two students each semester for
a total $250 a student. If you are interested in creating a scholar-
ship for SBC students, please contact us at 601-426-6346.

Home Basketball Games
Knowing the scheduling of our home bas-

ketball games has been a challenge un-
der COVID 19 conditions. Many other
colleges wait until a day or two before
a game to inform us whether or not
they will participate in a previously
scheduled game against the Charg-
ers. We have no control over the other
school’s decision making. Therefore,
we can only project if the next sched-
uled games will actually occur. Currently, under the Governor’s
directive, we are only allowing SBC student spectators into the
gym. You can view all games live on the Facebook Southeastern
Baptist College Athletics page. The next men’s home game is
scheduled for January 18 against Talladega College. The next
Lady’s Charger’s home game is January 21 hosting Judson Col-
lege.

End of Year Fund Raising
Praise the Lord for all who responded to the Make Room end of

year fund raising effort. It was very successful and the money
raised will help tremendously to keep SBC growing. The needs are
great and I thank all who have invested toward the future of this
great and conservative Christian institution.

In Honor of
Thank you Donald and Pamela Phillips for your generous

donation in honor of Milford and Elsie Magers, Phillis Morgan
(Magers), and Paul Kellar. The Lord’s hand is upon SBC and your
monetary gift will help the SBC students tremendously as God
continues to lead us forward even in these uncertain times.

More Information For You

Christina Lucas, Institutional Effec-
tiveness Officer, issuing ID’s for the
new Badge Pass SystemAnderle Foster, Dean of Student Affairs, conducting

orientation with the Chargers baseball team

Caroline Adams, Registrar, enrolling a new student

Students await their turn to enroll in Spring 2021 classes

Ginny Singleton, Financial Aid Officer,
working a solution for students

Anyone shopping on Amazon
can select Southeastern Baptist
College as your charity. When you
do this, a portion of your purchase
price will go directly to SBC as a
donation from Amazon Smile!
Thank you for those who are
already using this unique method
to benefit SBC. Be sure to choose
Southeastern Baptist College and
NOT the Southeastern Baptist
College Foundation. Also, be care-
ful which you choose because
numerous organizations have
“Southeastern” in their name.
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MINISTERING TO YOUNG PEOPLE
by Anders Lee

Anders Lee

AFTER LAST YEAR…
I’m have written about this

in some ways or another before,
but I felt led to share this now.
January is a time when lots of
people get down and those in
ministry are no different!

I was talking to a youth pas-
tor just this week. He had his
new 2021 calendar out trying to
plan, but he said; “After last
year I don’t know whether to
plan or just wing it.” He went on
to say how sick he was of all the
things going on and he was dis-
couraged. He said; “It seems to
me we are just going through
the motions at church right
now.” I was glad we got to talk
and share and I believe at the
end of our conversation he was
encouraged! We all get down at
times and it seems more people
… well more pastors and youth

pastors, are there now than
they’ve ever been. To be honest
I’ve been there lately myself!

In times like these, and re-
ally all the time,
youth pastors
and pastors
need account-
ability, a circle
to talk to, part-
ners in ministry
that will speak
truth to them
and encourage
them or in love
tell them the truth if they are
out of line or on the wrong path.

I’ve been blessed in my min-
istry to have men like that in
my life. Other than my Dad who
was in ministry a super long
time, God gave me men like
Larry Tapp and Dr. Gerald

Kellar and others early on when
I was going to Southeastern.
Later in my ministry as a youth
pastor, God brought Scott
Pittman into my life through
camps and retreats. We were
both knuckle heads in
youth ministry at the
same time. He was
serving at Big Creek
in Soso, Missis-
sippi, and I was up
in that “yankee
church” as my
circle called it at
the time (Cal-
vary Horn
Lake, Missis-
sippi).

Have you ever met someone
and just immediately clicked in
ministry? Scott and I sure did.
We became “two peas in a pod”
even though we were nearly 5
hours apart. We shared ideas
with each other. We prayed with
each other. We talked about our
youth and the problems they
were facing. We were honest
with each other about our per-
sonal struggles. We hung out

when we could and joked and
carried on too! God put us to-
gether to be there for each other
during that time. We still keep
in touch still today!

If you are in youth
ministry, YOU NEED
a Scott Pittman! These
days if you don’t have a
brother like that in
ministry… honestly…
it’s time to get one! Pray
and asked God to open
a door for you to have a
brother like this in your
life for fellowship, ac-
countability, prayer,
discussion, honesty
and pure-dee (is that a

word?) friendship! He will open
the door for you! He always has
for me!

Here are some scriptures to
chew on… you will find this is
quite biblical!

“A friend loves at all times,
and a brother is born for adver-
sity.” Proverbs 17:17

“As iron sharpens iron, so one
man sharpens another.” Prov-
erbs 27:17

“Two are better than one, be-
cause they have a good reward
for their toil. For if they fall, one
will lift up his fellow. But woe to
him who is alone when he falls
and has not another to lift him
up! Eccl. 4:9 & 10

“Pay attention to yourselves!
If your brother sins, rebuke him,
and if he repents, forgive him.”
Luke 17:3

“Paul wanted Timothy to ac-
company him…” Acts 16:3

“Bear one another's burdens,
and so fulfill the law of Christ.”
Galatians 6:2

In this New Year… “after last
year…” start the year off find-
ing a ministry accountability
partner! I promise you there are
men out there in ministry that
need it just as badly as you do!
Initiate that relationship re-
membering that Proverbs 18:24
says; “A man that has friends
must shew himself friendly: and
there is a friend that sticks closer
than a brother.”

Lee is pastor of Central Church,
Southaven and may be contacted
at anders.lee571@gmail.com

Daniel Springs Camp 2021 Goals and Dreams
by Jason Prewitt, Director

When I look back on 2020, I have
much to be thankful for as God has been
so good to us. I took the holidays to slow
down and enjoy more time with my amaz-
ing wife and our 3 boys. I also took some
time to really take a good look at the
facility’s needs, and to reflect on the
dependable young men and women that
live locally who God blessed us with and
were able to invest in groups as we were
able to host pool parties, small events,
and church group retreats during the
summer and fall.

Now the question is what is God going
to do in 2021, and how do we get to be a
part? Here are some of our prayer needs
and goals.

First... pray for us to continue to make
facility improvements in anticipation for
not just the summer camp season, but to
continue to allow the camp to be used all
year for retreats and activities. A couple
of the big projects we are working on are
some much needed pool and lake renova-
tions. Both of these are major parts of the
camp experience and both of these
projects are needing some much-needed
work. The pool was constructed in 1966

and over time, as we all know, every-
thing needs some work done to it. The
lake is a beautiful part of the campus and
with some work it can allow for more
activities.

Second... pray that God will build up the
ministry partners and volunteer groups
that continue to help make improve-
ments and updates to the facilities. One
of the most exciting things that I have
seen over the last 6 years is the over-
whelming support for Daniel Springs
Camp. The churches, groups, and indi-
viduals that have financially given over
the many years, whether through a one-
time gift or by being a monthly ministry
partner, continue to help this ministry
be a place where God changes lives.

The other part of this amazing part-
nership is the groups that come and
volunteer their time, knowledge and re-
sources. It is very relevant to say that it
is not what you know, it is who you know.
I am thankful that we serve a Savior that
has all the people and resources we could
ever need or want and He continues to
send those needed people to invest in the
camp. Some have known specific trades
like carpentry, plumbing, electrical and

painting, but many have just been will-
ing to help in any way necessary.

We are setting aside March as our
Mission and Volunteer Month. If your
church, your family, or just you would
like to come and spend a few days invest-
ing your knowledge and willing hands at
Daniel Springs Camp being a volunteer
partner, we would love to host you. We
have many different projects around the
campus that we need help with, in an-
ticipation for this year and many years
to come.

Third... we want to continue to be an
extension of the local, state and national
departments by being a facility used for
all different kinds of events and retreats.
It was, and continues, to be exciting for
groups to come to the campus not just for
summer camps, but for retreats and ac-
tivities all through the year.

Our desire is to help churches and our
local, state and national works with

events by partnering with staff needs for
retreats or events. It has been a blessing
to connect some of the summer staff with
church groups that need help with events
that they are hosting at their facilities.

What a privilege it is to visit churches

to share about what is happening here at
Daniel Springs Camp. The great thing is
that when we get to share about what is
happening at the camp it is just not a
camp story. Daniel Springs does not ex-
ist to be a ministry by itself. We are so
blessed to be an extension of the local
church and what God is doing there.

If you would like to hear more details
about some projects, March Mission
month, or would like me to come share
about Daniel Springs Camp, please let
me know by calling the office at 903-685-
2433 or emailing me at
jason@danielspringscamp.com.

His Prayers
An incident is related of a company

of people who gathered to pray for a
family in great financial straits. While
one of the deacons was offering a fer-
vent prayer for blessing upon the fam-
ily, there was a loud knock at the door,
The door was opened and there stood a
sturdy boy.

“What do you want, Boy?” asked one
of the elders.

“Pa couldn”t come so I brought his
prayers in the wagon,” replied the boy.

“What do you mean?” asked the as-
tonished elder.

“Yes, I’ve brought his prayers. Just
come and help me, please, and we’ll
bring them in.”

On reaching the wagon the fact was
disclosed that Pa’s prayers consisted of
potatoes, flour, beef, turnips, apples
and jellies. It is said that the prayer
meeting adjourned quickly.

-Revivalist, 2006
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Missions Department  &
Revolving Loan Fund

State Missionaries, Coaches & Coordinators and Wives

www.bmams.org - 601.428.8616
Larry Geraldson

Director

Kenneth & Carole
Pollock

Sidney & Becky
Farmer

Johnny & Neta
    Williams

Scott and Susan
Brocious

Chris & DeeDee
Yager

Estuardo &
Yasmine Marroquin

Josh and Mary Helen
Daniels

Jason and Kylie
Howard

Wesley & Holley
Martin

Daniel & Sherri
Allen

“But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered
a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.
To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.”

Peter wrote these words during a time of horrible persecu-
tion of the church.  His words helped to encourage the
scattered believers and steady their faith.  He reminds them
of God’s Provision which is God’s limitless grace.  God alone
is the source of all grace. He is the source of grace to live by
and to die by. His grace helps us in times of suffering.  His
grace is limitless, providing the believer with eternal suste-
nance.  Why does God provide us with this grace? It is
because God has a plan for us.  His plan is to establish us,
strengthen us, settle us, and prepare us for our eternal
destiny.  No matter the circumstances, God is always in
control. This is His dominion, and we are the subjects of His
kingdom.  To God be the glory and may He find us faithful.

Despite the challenges that we have faced, I believe you
will read of good progress made by our missionaries as you
take in their reports.  Much has been done and I believe we
are well positioned to reap the abundance of God’s blessing
as we journey through year 2021.

I want to personally thank those of you who gave to help
us replace the roofs on Salt Light Baptist Mission’s build-
ings.  The total cost of the job was just at $12,000.00, which
we covered with money from our already strained Disaster
Relief Fund.  This year has taken a toll on the Disaster Relief
Fund. After the tornadoes, we helped several churches and
then, distributed funds for two hurricanes that landed al-
most back-to-back. Some churches returned the help, but we
still found ourselves strained when the last hurricane came
through.  I made a personal plea for assistance with the Salt
Light roof replacement and many of you responded.  Here is
a list of the folks who helped with this request:

Evergreen Baptist Church - $2,000.00; Midway Baptist
Church - $2,000.00; Day Star Baptist Church - $653.00; Good
Hope Baptist (Ovett) - $500.00; Cypress Creek - $250.00;
Living Hope Baptist Mission - $1660.00; Bro. Charles Bobo
- $100.00

Again, thank you so much for your help.  If your church
would like to help us restore this Disaster Relief Fund,
please send your special offering, marked ‘Disaster Relief,’ to
the Missions Office.

We are celebrating with Bro. Josh Daniels and the folks at
Refuge Baptist Mission because of the blessing of being able
to purchase a piece of land.  I want to thank our Missions
Committee, the Oak Grove Association and Refuge’s mother
church, Midway First Baptist at Sumrall, for helping with
this purchase. Not only were we able to purchase the prop-
erty but it is paid for. Plans for building a facility on the
property are already underway.  Bro. Josh and the folks at
Refuge are doing a great job. Please pray that God will give
us wisdom as we support this mission effort.

I also want to send out a word of thanks to Canaan
Missionary Baptist Church at Richton for the way in which
they have supported the Canaan Land Mission in
Buckatunna.  They are nearing completion of the renovation
of the building which has cost well over $100,000.00.  Canaan
(the mother church) has contributed most all of this. To God
be the glory!

I met recently with our coaches to plan how we might be
more efficient and effective with our support training offered
to our missionaries.  These men, led by Sidney Farmer as our
Sr. Coach, are doing an outstanding job.  We will see the
benefits of their efforts in the weeks and months to come.  All
of them are engaged and have a heart for helping our

missionaries be successful in their church plant.
We need more missionaries!  I am praying that God will

raise up more men to go.  We have three locations that need
new church plants now.  If God is leading you in this way,
please give me a call or send me an email, so we can get
together and discuss the possibilities.

Please pray for our churches. We have a number of
churches without a pastor.  I continue to encourage folks to
visit our website at www.bmams.org to post these vacant
positions and also, I am encouraging available preachers to
post their resume on the same site.

Living Hope Baptist Mission – Meridian, Mississippi
Living Hope has been tremendously blessed by the Lord

in our first few months of existence.  The Lord has graciously
given us about 25 core people to begin with, and they are
already demonstrating a sweet spirit of service for the Lord
and care for one another.  It has been wonderful to see them
assimilating the vision of reaching Meridian with the hope

of the gospel.  They
love when new guests
come, and they get
bummed when others
cannot attend due to
sickness or situa-
tions.  The Lord has
definitely given us a
great start and an
awesome group of
people, but there is
still much to be in
prayer about.  Please

continue to pray that COVID-19 will not hinder the launch-
ing of this church.  Pray that souls will be saved, Christians
will be renewed, and those, who have fallen away, will be
restored.  We are also praying for five more families to come
be a part of Living Hope before our “Launch Service” in
March.  Finally, please continue to pray for favor and in-
roads within this community.  Thank you so much for all
your prayer, support, giving, and love for  me, my family, and
the work that is being accomplished in Meridian.  We are so
blessed to be a part of this great work, the BMA of
Mississippi. For His Glory, Bro. Chris Yager 

Redemption Baptist Mission –
Diamondhead, Mississippi

“Greetings from Diamondhead. I hope this finds you well in
the new year. We have continued to serve the Lord and see
his graces poured out upon us. Like for many of you, 2020 was
a tough year for us, with many new challenges. We had to
shut down for COVID-
19 reasons twice. At this
point 25 of our members
have had COVID-19.
We praise the Lord that
everyone has recovered
well with only mild
symptoms. We look for-
ward to a new year of
ministry. I expect that
this year will hold its
own challenges and
puzzles to solve. We look
forward to organization this year. We continue to move
everything in place for that to come to pass. I personally look
forward to seeing the continued growth in our people. We

have seen numeri-
cal growth and
spiritual grow in
our Church. I look
forward to working
in discipleship with
some more of our
people this year.

A great focus for
me will be working
with Associate Mis-
sionary Daniel
Allen to prepare
him, the best we
can, for Church planting. We will likely do some more
scouting and recruiting this year for his future work. At the
same time, through my Mission Coach position, I hope to
help all the missionaries build stronger churches by teach-
ing/training them in the area of church polity. It will be
wonderful to see what God has in store for us this year. May
the Lord bless you, Bro. Wesley Martin”

“Greetings from Redemption Baptist Mission. The last
couple of months have been a little different. We had to shut
down, again, for a couple of weeks at the beginning of
November, due to several of us getting the COVID-19. But
since then, we have been moving, with meeting and serving.

We also put a few things on hold till after the holidays.
Our youth meetings, the writing of our bylaws and a few
other ministries, all had to be put on hold. We are now setting
times and dates for starting these ministries back up. We
had an angel tree drive for Christmas. This was successful
with multiple families being helped for the holidays. I have
been working alongside Brother Wesley, putting together
ministries, as we continue to move forward with plans for
organization. I participate in the worship service, each time
we meet, by doing various things including scripture read-
ing and prayer. I am currently going through discipleship
with Brother Sidney Farmer. We meet one-on-one, once a
week. I am looking forward to seeing what God has in store
for us as we move into 2021. To Him be all the Glory! Brother
Daniel Allen”

Bayou La Batre, Alabama
“I am continuing with the Bible study at Bayou La Batre,

Alabama. We have an average of between 10 and 15 people
who regularly attend the Bible study. They are all eager to
learn. It is my prayer that this work will soon develop into a
church plant.

It is my blessing to serve as a Missionary Coach. I enjoyed
the privilege of working alongside our state missionaries
teaching/training them in the area of church doctrine. This
is a subject I feel has fallen by the wayside. I am currently
working with Bro. Josh Daniels as we search the scriptures,
studying the Origin; the Nature of The Church; the Ordi-
nances; the Officers; the Perpetuity; and the Authority of the
Lord’s Churches. I meet with Bro. Josh on Monday nights
and we are nearing completion of this portion of his training.

I also have the privilege of working alongside Bro. Scott at
Buckatunna, Mississippi. The mission church at
Buckatunna, Canaan Land Baptist Mission, is stronger now
than it has ever been. The building is nearly complete. You
can read more about this mission in Bro. Scott’s report.
Thank you all for your support. Please continue to pray for
us.  Bro. Jason Howard”

Children's Church at Redemption
Baptist Mission at Diamondhead.

Living Hope Baptist Mission meeting at
the Yager's home on Wednesday evening

Redemption Baptist Mission in
Diamondhead continues to  meet

continued on page 6
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A new year with new challenges serving the same God

Mississippi
Baptist
Children's
Home

118 Lowe Road, Laurel, Mississippi 39443 - (601) 426-3928
Dwight Lindsey - Director DWIGHT LINDSEY

God warns us of empty busyness in 2
Thessalonians 3:10–13, “For even when
we were with you, this we commanded
you, that  if any would not work, neither
should he eat. For we hear that there are
some which  walk among you disorderly,
working not at all, but are
busybodies. Now them that are such we
command and exhort by our Lord Jesus
Christ,  that with  quietness they work,
and eat their own bread. But ye, breth-
ren, be not weary in well doing.” The
Holiday’s have kept us busy here at the
Home. While busyness is always tire-
some; I see our current state as one of
positivity.

In our busyness I feel more detached
from many of you than normal. The com-
pounding affect the pandemic has added
to many of our lives, surely hasn’t helped
any feelings of detachment. Not being
able to fellowship at meetings leaves

relationships so distant. During this time
our busyness has been fueled with new
children in the Home. We have been
blessed to be able to help a set of twins
that came in before Christmas. After
Christmas all we can say for sure is
thank you Lord for answering prayer
that their brother is now with us also. In
less than a month we have added three
more boys ages 9, 9, and 11.  Counting
Children Home kids and family we now
have 9 boys in the house and Ms. Desi is
thankful to be off to college. Now, that
the picture of busyness is coming into
view, I don’t want to be a bore with the
mundane, but since I cannot report as
usual I would like to give an idea of a
typical day with our added kids.

We start the day between 6-7AM
Morning devotion begins by 7AM
Wave #1 leaves for school at 7:30AM

Wave #2 leaves for school at 8AM
(Get as much done as we can here)
Wave #2 returns from school 11AM
Wave #1 returns from school 3PM
Afternoons are filled with:
Homework,
Washing Clothes,
Washing Dishes,
Cooking Supper,
Sport Practices,
Sport Games,
Dr. Appointments

(at least 1 every other week)
Supper is aimed between 6-7PM
Relax/Unwind/TV/Games (hahaha)
Begin showers and corralling kids

to bed 8-10PM
Let me be emphatic, I DO NOT LIST

THESE THINGS FOR PITY or AS
PRIDE. The list could read the same for
a parent of one, and there are still singu-
lar families in this world that are larger
than us. Whether you have been a par-
ent of one or twenty we would all admit
there are times we could use some help.
Lindsay and I have seen where we will
need help sooner rather than later. We
are extremely thankful for the help the
Freeman family has been able to provide
while home from the mission field, but
we must prepare for the day they will be
allowed to return to the field. This is
where our connections to you are so Im-
portant.

We need your help. We will soon begin
the process of searching for another fam-
ily to come along side of us in this minis-

try. Honestly there is too much to list in
way of a formal job description so let me
give you a synopsis. We are looking for a
couple to share in-house parenting and
maintenance duties. We envision this
position filled by either a couple who has
no children currently, or an empty nest
couple, but obviously the Lord can work
things out as he sees fit. We would love
for this to be a full time position, but it
would most likely begin with a part time
probationary period. Please pray about
it.

This path is most certainly a calling.
If you and your spouse feel led to pursue
helping the Home in this way please
email a resume to info@msbch.org in-
clude a cover letter describing your de-
sire to help in this ministry, your home
church, personal, and professional refer-
ences. I do not seem to be rude but please
send any questions with your email.
There will come a time for conversation,
but emails are easier to answer amidst
the busyness of life.

How can you help if you are not the
one led to serve in this position? Please,
consider giving monetarily. We will need
added financial support to be able to
afford these new workers.

Churches, I know we are in very dif-
ferent times, but if any of you are willing,
I will travel. I will report. I will preach.
You can contact me through email:
info@msbch.org , office: 601-426-3928,
cell: 662-605-0996. I look forward to our
future fellowship.

Canaan Land Baptist Mission –
Buckatunna, Mississippi
“I hope that your holiday season was full of blessings, and

you all had a wonderful New Year as well. I have taken a few
minutes to reflect on the year 2020 and how the mission work

at Canaan Land faired. I can say that God was very good to
us, and the past year was full of blessings and provisions of
God. It has been beyond amazing to watch the hand of God
work throughout this church plant.

We are looking forward to seeing what is in store for the
year 2021. As always, I would like to thank the Churches of
the BMA of Mississippi and their Pastors, for your continued
support and faithfulness, both prayerfully and monetarily.
We have had several new visitors. One of the ladies we met
during a community outreach started attending and playing
the piano for us. Her church isn’t meeting because of the
COVID-19 outbreak in the area. She has decided to stay with
us at Canaan Land and we praise the Lord for this. We have
also had another family that has been very faithful in
visiting.  They are looking for a church home and have shown
interest in the mission. Please pray for them as deciding on

a home church and membership is a very important decision.
I have also had the opportunity to talk with the gentleman
that is laying the flooring at our building. He does not have
a home church and he also has shown some interest in the
work being done at Canaan Land. I would like to ask you to
pray for these people and that the will of God be done in these
situations.

We are excited about starting a mid-week service at the
mission.  We will begin on
Wednesday, February 3rd. The
plan, at this time, for the mid-
week services, is to do a series
on what we believe as Bap-
tists. The current members of
the mission are excited about
the start of this service as well
as the regular visitors. Our
prayer is that we can equip the
saints of God so that they can
better serve Him.

The renovations on the
building are nearing the end.
We currently have flooring go-
ing down this week. Our first
services in our sanctuary
should be on January 24, 2021. Everyone is beyond excited!
Please continue to remember us in prayer as we labor here at
Canaan Land Baptist Mission. Also, thank you again for all
that you do. God is building a church and we have been
blessed to have a small part in that work. May God bless you
all, Bro. Scott Brocious”

Missions
from page 5

continued on page 8

Before and After view of Canaan Land's building in Buckatunna

Canaan Land Baptist Mission's
new sanctuary

Folks of Canaan Land Baptist Mission

JOURNAL OF THE

BAPTIST MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION

OF MISSISSIPPI

75 Years of
Keeping You Informed

SPECIAL EMPHASIS

OUR NEEDS

$10,000
JANUARY 2021



 7

COMMISSION ON

Senior Adults
4226 Highway 15 North

Laurel, Mississippi 39440 Kenneth Flynt
Director
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The Senior Adult Commission is still facing issues with the
pandemic, waiting on the wait and see list.

Programs are ready, but no conference is scheduled at this time.
We have meeting places, but no meeting is planned at this time due
to the surge in the COVID-19.

Support for the Commission continues to be good and just as
soon as it seems safe to do so, we will take another look at the Senior
Adult Conference’s.

Keep this ministry in your prayers and let us look forward to the
time we can meet again.

Thank you for your prayers and financial support and God bless
you in your patience.

“Four Thoughts on Perseverance”
by Josh Howard
Associate Pastor

Calvary Baptist Church, Horn Lake, Mississippi

Lessons Learned in 2020
by Larry Barker

Director of Church Planting & Church Health
BMA of America

During these challenging times people are asking the
worldview questions that need a biblical answer

Larry Barker

Christmas has passed and the
year 2020 has come to a close.
So many things about this past
year were unbelievably chal-
lenging. It was even challeng-
ing to figure out how we should

celebrate the
holiday sea-
son.  Yes, even
as opinions are
plentiful and
can quickly be-
come very
heated and
tension-filled,
the continual
question is,

“How do you navigate these un-
precedented times?”  Just as we
recently celebrated the birth of
our Savior we should remember
that He came at the appointed
time and we are living at ex-
actly the time He appointed for
us.  How are we responding to
this opportunity and what are
we learning through this jour-
ney?

We have definitely learned
once again that God is faithful.
God’s faithfulness is seen as He
has promised His presence and
His power to us in all situations.
Tony Evans gives an excellent
definition and description of
peace.  “Peace doesn’t mean that
you will not have problems.
Peace means that your prob-
lems will not have you.” Jesus
told us, “In this world you will
have tribulation.” Relationships
may falter. Jobs may cease.
Health may decline. The
economy could continue to dip

and turn.  “But be of good cheer,”
says Christ, “because I have
overcome this world.”

Hopefully we have learned to
practice grace to everyone no
matter how different his or her
position is to ours.  You shep-
herd many different types of
sheep with many different view-
points.  Everyone’s viewpoint
must bow to biblical principle,
but to be honest, all too often,
individuals try to hold us hos-
tage to their extra-biblical posi-
tions.  Do not compare your situ-
ation to someone else’s context
and do not judge them over their
decisions.  I Peter 3:8 reminds

us that we should be like-
minded, sympathetic, love be-
lievers, compassionate, and
humble.

We have learned that we don’t
always know what to do and in
our weakness He is made strong!
If anything good has come out of
COVID maybe it is a greater
realization of how much we des-
perately need the Lord.  In ‘New
Mercies Every Morning’ Paul
David Tripp reminds us that
since the Lord willingly ex-
pended great effort to redeem
us, we can rest assured He will
expend the same divine power
and grace to protect, mature,
provide for, and keep us.  He
gives us everything we need
when we need it and that is

called His grace.
We are learning to lead more

horizontally and less from the
top down.  You do not have to
carry the burden by yourself.
Lean on the Lord and learn to
lean on others more.  Wayne
Cordeiro says in Leading on
Empty that  85% of what we do
almost anyone could perform
that task, 15% of what we do
someone could be trained to do
the task, carry out the initia-
tive, or oversee that ministry.
There is only 5% of what you,
and only you, can do.  Find that
5% and work diligently in those
areas of soul-care, family-care,
discipleship, and leadership de-
velopment.  Discover you unique
place in the body and allow oth-
ers to fulfill theirs.

We are learning to lead with
confidence and courage, as we

trust the Lord to guide and di-
rect us.  Make the best God-
directed changes or adjustments
that need to be made and move
on.  You cannot please everyone
and if you try you will most
likely please no one.  You will
make mistakes, but make sure
they are mistakes of the head
and not mistakes of the heart.
Remain humble, yet determined
to keep your heart tender to-
wards the daily nudges of the
Holy Spirit.  Pray a lot, seek
wise counsel, and trust the Lord
for the outcome.

We must be prepared and be
ready to give an answer to any-
one at anytime.  Peter chal-
lenges us in the third chapter of
his first letter in verse 15 when

he says, “but in your hearts re-
gard Christ the Lord as holy,
ready at any time to give a de-
fense to anyone who asks you
for a reason for the hope that is
in you.”  During these challeng-
ing times people are asking the
worldview questions that need
a biblical answer.  How did we
get here?  How did this get so
broken?  What can be done to fix
it?  Questions answered by cre-
ation, depravity, and redemp-
tion.

Lets work harder at encour-
aging and helping those who
are isolated and alone.  The dis-
connect is real for those who are
afraid, or just cannot attend,
because of being compromised
during this pandemic.  In
Church Leaders daily news it
reported that a recent survey
revealed that mental health is
at a 20-year low in the United
States with one exception;

weekly church goers.
We should not use this as

preaching fodder to say they
should be in church, but rather
as a rallying call to ask our
churches what we are going to
do to help them through this
time.
Psalm 42:11 says, “Why, my
soul, are you downcast?  Why so
disturbed within me?  Put your
hope in God, for I will yet praise
Him, my Savior and my God.”
We need Him first and foremost
and we need one another.  We
are not in this alone!

Quoting Paul David Tripp
again, “You do not have what
you need inside yourself to live
as you were created to live!”  In
Romans 8:32 Paul says, “He did
not spare His own Son but of-
fered Him up for us all; how will
He not also with Him grant us
everything?”  We have been
promised everything we need!

How can we live well during
uncertain times? Many of the
recent events that have littered
our news headlines may cause
us deep concerns as Christians
– we may feel unsettled, and
even fearful. How can we con-
tinue to live in this day and age?
And how can the Christian not
simply survive – but truly thrive
in these times?

These questions are pressing
– but we may be comforted that
they certainly are not new.
Christians surely are facing tri-
als in this world, but these are
trials that God has more-than-
adequately prepared us for.
When His disciples were con-
fronting the challenges of fol-
lowing Him in the midst of a

hostile world, Christ offered
these words of comfort and in-
struction: “I have said these
things to you,
that in me you
may have peace.
In the world you
will have tribu-
lation. But take
heart; I have
overcome the
world” (John
16:33). I can
think of few verses in Scripture
that give more comfort than this
passage – with this in mind,
here are four simple observa-
tions about living with perse-
verance:
First – live for Christ. Do not
miss this one, because it is foun-

dational – we will persevere in
this life because we belong to
Christ (Col 3:3)! Because we
belong to Christ, we must con-
stantly look to Him (Heb 12:2)
and strive to live in a way that
honors Him (Phil 1:27). Our lives
will consist of struggle (1 Tim
6:12), but it is a struggle that
Christ has already won. Our
call, therefore, is to hold fast to
our faith and keep our eyes fixed
on Christ (Heb 4:14).
Second – be prepared for tribu-
lation. We must expect tribula-
tion, since Christ instructed us
that we will (not might, but will)
have tribulation in this world.
Every Christian may not expe-
rience the same type of tribula-
tion, but we will all face tribula-

tion in some form. That is to say,
it should be the expectation of
the Christian to experience
tribulation! Tribulation is never
pleasant (by definition), but it
should certainly never surprise
us (1 Pet 4:12). Following Christ
will bring opposition in this
world (2 Tim 3:12), yet following
Christ through tribulation is not
defeat – it is a victory march.

Third – live with strength. If
you were asked to describe what
the Christian life looks like,
what adjectives might you use?
One of those adjectives should
be strong, since the Christian is
called to live a life of strength
and endurance. God calls us to
be strong and to stand firm (1
Cor 16:13), so that our very lives
as Christians may be described
as steadfast and immovable (1
Cor 15:58). We are called to hold
fast to our faith (Heb 10:23),
remaining faithful to Christ

even unto death if it should come
(Rev 2:10).

Fourth – live with hope. Con-
sider this: despair and hopeless-
ness are not Christian quali-
ties. If we find ourselves in de-
spair, we are likely not fixated
on Christ. Christians are called
to be in the world, yet we re-
member that we are not of the
world (John 17:13-18). Because
we belong to Christ, we are able
to endure trouble in this life
(Phil 4:13). Because we belong
to Christ, we know our suffer-
ing leads to endurance – and we
can rejoice (Rom 5:3). Because
we belong to Christ, His joy gives
us strength (Col 1:11) and hope
until the very end (Heb 6:11).

How then might we live and
thrive in these uncertain times?
We do so with vigilance, with
strength, and with hope – and
we do this because we are in
Christ.

Josh Howard
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Midway Baptist Mission – Batesville, Mississippi
“As difficult as these days are, we are not discouraged nor

are we living in fear. God is on His throne, Christ is King,
Satan is defeated, and we have Victory in Jesus. God raised
up Midway Baptist Mission in the Oxford/Batesville area
and soon a New Testament Church will be organized. I
believe that and the members of the mission believe it.

After several months of enjoying on-site, in-person ser-
vices, we closed the year 2020 and began 2021 in lock-down.
Five members contracted COVID19 in December. Services
were suspended after December 13 to resume on January 17,
assuming no one else is stricken with illness. The internet
and Facebook are being utilized for the continuation of our
outreach into the community. All members have recovered
and are eager to resume the work of ministry for the honor
and glory of God. Please continue to pray for us as we seek to
reach the lost with the message of hope. Thank you to all who
support us with prayer and financial support.

Dr. Kenneth Pollock”

Salt Light Baptist Mission – Waveland, Mississippi
We ended the year busy getting some repairs done caused

by hurricane Zeta. We had to replace the shingles on both of

our buildings. We are so thankful for the support we received
from the Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi in a
time of crisis. May the Lord
bless each of you greatly!
We also had a crew come
down from South Forest
Baptist Church and Pastor
Sidney Farmer to tear out
and repair the gable end of
our fellowship building that
was leaking. We still have
to put up vinyl siding to
match the Sanctuary and
that project will be com-
plete, as well. I know we've
only had a couple of Sun-
days so far this year, but we
have had visitors each ser-
vice. We are trusting the
Lord and along with your
prayers and support, we are
confident that the Lord will
help us plant a great Church here in Waveland, Mississippi.

In His Love, Power and Grace Missionary Pastor Johnny
Williams

Hispanic Missions Report –
Bro. Estuardo Marroquin, Hispanic Missions Manager

“Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind,
and reaching forth unto those things which are before”.
Philippians 3:13.

“We began the new year full of challenges and high
expectations, but as this verse says, we set our sights on the
things to come. We move forward in Hispanic missions in our
state, relying on the direction of our God and resuming
strength to bring the gospel of Jesus Christ to Hispanic
communities in Mississippi.
Hattiesburg

In the last few weeks the group has continued their small
group meetings, prayer meeting and worship services on
Sundays. Brother Leo Adan moves forward with leadership
training and continues to encourage the congregation to
persevere during these times of crisis. They had a great time
of fellowship on Christmas Day, a good service of worship,
preaching and incredibly good food. Thank God they have
moved on and in this new year they are ready to carry out
their work plan and achieve their goals.

In the first weeks of January several families have fallen
ill with COVID and have had to return to the transmissions
of their services by Facebook live. We ask prayers so that
everyone can recover soon and return to meetings in the
church building. We thank God for Missionary Pastor Bro.
Leo Adin and his family.
Canton

Our brethren at the Hispanic mission in the city of Canton
continue to bring the gospel to the Hispanic community.
Brother Lucas Gomez and his family continue to visit and
disciple several people. In the last few weeks, they have had
new contacts and have continued in the search for a building
to begin the worship meetings, as currently, they continue to
meet at the home of Brother Lucas. We thank God for
Missionary Pastor Bro. Lucas Gomez and his family.
Iglesia El Camino, Laurel

The church in Laurel has continued its services every
Sunday meeting in the church building. It has been very
blessed to see these brethren move on. In December they
carried out special services for Christmas and met in small
groups. This gave opportunity to bring the gospel to new
people and share the plan of salvation in Christ. In this new
year they have set new goals to continue evangelizing and
have begun to pray for the call of more men to send to the
missionary field.
Nueva Esperanza (New Hope) Hispanic Association

In December, the meeting of the Hispanic association was
held at the Hispanic mission in the city of Canton. The
meeting was of great blessing and encouragement as they
shared the blessings received in recent months in each
missionary field and urged every Hispanic church and mis-
sion to continue sending offerings for missionary help. The
next meeting will be held in March.

As manager of the Hispanic missions in Mississippi, I
want to share the needs for this new year.  Please join us as
we pray for the following: 1) Laborers for the missionary
field; 2) God’s intervention to open new fields in the state; 3)
Organization of Hattiesburg’s Hispanic mission as a New
Testament church. Thank you for your support for the
Hispanic Missions work in Mississippi. In Christ, Estuardo
Marroquin, Hispanic Missions Manager”

Restoration Jail Ministry – Dr. Paul Spurlin
“We made our first trip to the Jones County Juvenile

Detention Center on December 10. During the meeting, we
held a Bible study with three young men who appeared to
range in ages from 14 to 17 years old. We gave each of them
a complete copy of the Bible, and one of them responded. How
thankful he was to have a full copy because they had only
been given New Testaments! I asked how often they were
visited by a minister, and they reported that members of a
particular local church typically come to hold a service on
Sunday mornings. Please pray for our continued efforts with
the juvenile detainees as I did not recognize the name of the
church and do not know what they teach.

Our work continues with the Adult Detention Center in
Jones County as we held recent services there on December
18, and January 8, with 18 and 8 prisoners present, respec-
tively. A prisoner in our December 18, meeting requested
that our Bible study time include a deeper study of God’s
Word than our typical evangelistic sermons. I explained to
him that since we were not assured of having more than one
opportunity to meet with individual prisoners that we try to
focus on evangelism but that I would try to incorporate more
spiritual growth content in our studies. The importance of
our work was highlighted in our January 8 visit, as during
discussion time one of the prisoners shared several ideas
that were not doctrinally sound. We have to remember that
other religious groups have access to these prisoners, as well,
making it very important that those who preach biblical
truth are active in our jails.

Restoration continues to thank the men who sacrifice
their time to help us in the Jones County ministry. In the last
month that has included Bro. John Smith, a member of
Spring Hill in Ocean Springs, who travels more than 70
miles from his home to help us when needed; Bro. Bobby
Lowe from First of Shady Grove, who plays his guitar and
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sings when he is able to meet with us, and Bro. Gil Odom
from First of Bay Springs, who attends many of our services
and has preached for us, as well. We are praying for a church
or churches in Jones County who are willing to potentially
take a lead in the ministry in Jones County, and we are
seeking other churches who want to start a local jail ministry
in their area. If your church is interested in working with us
in Jones County or elsewhere in the state, please contact me
at paul.restoration.ministry@gmail.com. Thank you for con-
tinuing to prayerfully support Restoration.”

Refuge Baptist Mission – Kiln, Mississippi
Greetings to the churches of the BMA of Mississippi! It is

a blessing to be one of your missionaries and to share of the
work in Kiln, MS. Through the holidays, we were able to
accomplish a couple of events. One was a turkey and thanks-
giving bag giveaway. We gave 110 turkeys and sides away to
many families in our area. We were able to meet many people
and invite them to Ref-
uge. We also had a great
and crazy night of fel-
lowship with a Cozy
Christmas Celebration.
Most everyone wore
comfortable Christmas
themed clothes or pjs,
decorated cookies, had
hot chocolate, & enjoyed
getting to know one an-
other better. We shared
the gospel, prayed with
many, & grew closer to
one another. One of
the biggest announce-
ments is that we have
been able to purchase 6
beautiful acres in our
area of ministry!!!
AMEN! It is located only 4 miles from where we currently
meet. We are excited to begin the physical building process
and continue our efforts in the spiritual building of God’s
church.

We ended the year excited and hopeful with this pur-
chase. It was a booster shot for our people and it seems to
have brought excitement that continues now. This new year,
so far, we have had great
attendance with 107
being the high thus far.
We continually see and
meet new people each
week. One reason I be-
lieve we have seen this
is because many are per-
sonally inviting their
relatives, friends, co-
workers, & neighbors.
We are trying to engage
our community as much
as possible, not just
through large outreach
events, but by teaching
our people the impor-
tance of personal, inten-
tional, evangelism and
invitation.

In this new year, we are starting two home discipleship
study groups on Wednesday nights. We have over 30 that
have signed up for this. Please pray that we can help give a
foundation of God’s Word to those that participate. We also
hope to begin our children’s and youth ministry at the end of
January or beginning of February. There has been great
interest in this from many families with kids and teens.

I end by saying THANKS!!! Thanks to the churches of the
BMA of Mississippi, our Missions Department, & our send-
ing church (Midway First Baptist at Sumrall)! So much has
been accomplished already because of your faithfulness to
support missions and much more to be done with your
continued support!  Decreasing for HIS Increase, Bro. Josh
Daniels
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