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A Word From The President
63rd Annual Meeting
of the BMA of America
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Until The End
Greetings! I would like to invite every church in our associa-

tion to be represented by attendance or official letter at the 63rd
annual meeting of the BMA of America. The meeting is sched-
uled for April 16-18, 2012 at the Jackson Convention Complex in
Jackson, Mississippi.

The theme for the meeting, “Until the End,” is based on
Hebrews 6:11, “we desire that every one of you do shew the same
diligence to the full assurance of
hope unto the end.” The theme
will focus on the challenge to
make a long term impact through
out departments as an associa-
tion and our ministries as local
churches and individuals.

Every action Jesus took, every
message He shared, every
miracle He performed, and ev-
ery day of His life revolved
around His desire to make an
eternal impact on all those with
whom He came in contact. He
raised up disciples and chal-
lenged them to do likewise. The
writer of Hebrews has challenged
us to do the same, and it is my
prayer for our association that we will follow Jesus’ example.

Monday evening’s session will focus on the meeting’s theme.
Tuesday morning will provide meeting opportunities for auxil-
iaries, departmental and agency boards and the Pastors’ and
Laymen’s Conference. The highlight of Tuesday night’s service
will be the annual message by George Reddin. Business will be
held on Tuesday afternoon and also Wednesday morning and
afternoon. The annual meeting will climax with the Missions
Department report and commissioning service on Wednesday
night.

Remember that proposed constitutional amendments must
be submitted in writing to the clerks of the association no later
than February 1. I ask you to pray for the meeting that honors
our Savior.

Paul BullockCommission On
Senior Adults
elects interim
director

The Trustees of the Com-
mission on Senior Adults have
asked Bro. Kenneth Flynt to
serve as Interim Director.
Flynt is a board member and
currently serves as the chair-
man. He has agreed to serve
until a new director is chosen
to lead this work.

The Commission report can
be seen on page 2 of this issue.

Directory and Handbook
Deadline Approaching

by Bobby Hudgensby Bobby Hudgensby Bobby Hudgensby Bobby Hudgensby Bobby Hudgens
Research and Development OfficResearch and Development OfficResearch and Development OfficResearch and Development OfficResearch and Development Officer

DiscipleGuide Information
Services is nearing the end of
our church survey phase. Af-
ter that we will turn our atten-
tion to processing information
and doing the layout work for
the 2012-13 Directory and
Handbook. If your church did
not submit its 2011
DiscipleGuide church letter
form between August 1, 2011,
and the present, please do so
soon. The deadline is Febru-
ary 15, 2012. You can submit a
paper copy of the church letter
to DiscipleGuide by mail (p.
257 in the current directory),
or complete and submit the
online version
( D i s c i p l e G u i d e . o r g /

ChurchLetter) before Febru-
ary 15.

If a church has given at least
$20 over the past year to
DiscipleGuide for publishing
the Directory and Handbook,
it will qualify for two compli-
mentary copies. One will be
mailed to the church address,
and a second will be available
upon request. However, if a
church has not given an offer-
ing to DiscipleGuide over the
past year, copies will be avail-
able for purchase at $20 each
plus shipping and handling.

Thank you, and if you have
suggestions for improving the
directory, e-mail us at
info@DiscipleGuide.org.

Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: Editor’s Note: The following
information is indeed disturb-
ing, but it is information that
the general public, especially
parents, needs to know. You
are encouraged to read this
and then to investigate your
local school system to deter-
mine their policies and proce-
dures concerning this topic.

WASHINGTON (BP) WASHINGTON (BP) WASHINGTON (BP) WASHINGTON (BP) WASHINGTON (BP) -- Four
leading education organiza-
tions have released national
sex-ed standards that encour-
age fifth-graders to be taught
about sexual orientation and
eighth-graders to learn about
gender identity and the morn-
ing-after pill, but many say
the recommendations infringe
on parental rights.

The non-binding standards
by the National Education As-
sociation and three other
groups are billed as the "first-
ever national standards" for
sex-ed in schools, and they pro-
vide detailed suggestions for
what students should learn by

the second, fifth, eighth and
12th grades. From a social
conservative's standpoint,
nearly every page of the rec-
ommendations has something
controversial.

Eighth graders should be
able to 'differentiate between
gender identity, gender expres-
sion and sexual orientation.'

By the second grade, stu-
dents are to learn the "proper
names for body parts, includ-
ing male and female anatomy."
By the fifth grade, they should
learn that sexual orientation
is the "romantic attraction of
an individual to someone of
the same gender or a different
gender." By the end of the

eighth grade, students should
be able to "differentiate be-
tween gender identity, gender
expression and sexual orien-
tation" and learn about the
morning-after pill, which can
cause abortions. They also
should know how to use a con-
dom, the standards say. Gen-
der identity is a term that re-
fers to men and women who, in
essence, believe they were born
the wrong sex. Both gender
identity and gender expression
encompass cross-dressers and
transgendereds.

Although the recommenda-
tions are non-binding, the NEA
and the other groups hope they
catch on with schools. Others,
though, are hoping schools sim-
ply ignore them.

"In a society where adults
are sharply divided on how to

Attention parents of public school aged children

New national sex-education
standards stir controversy

continued on page 4continued on page 4continued on page 4continued on page 4continued on page 4
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News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Commission on Senior Adults
Kenneth Flynt, Interim Director

4226 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440
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2012  Conferences Set2012  Conferences Set2012  Conferences Set2012  Conferences Set2012  Conferences Set
The Mississippi Baptist

Commission on Senior Adults
continues to function and is
deeply appreciative of your con-
tinued support. All funds
should continue being sent to
Mrs. Dot Holifield, 658 Joe
Perrett Road, Laurel, MS
39443.

In the very near future the
annual Senior Adult Confer-
ences will be held and your
attendance will be a blessing to
you and an encouragement to
others. The following informa-
tion is shared to help you make
plans to attend the conference
nearest you.

South ConferenceSouth ConferenceSouth ConferenceSouth ConferenceSouth Conference
The Big Creek Baptist

Church, Soso, and Pastor Don
Brown, will host the South Se-
nior Adult Conference March
27, beginning at 9:30 am.

A good program has been
planned with great preaching,
music, and fellowship. The fee
for the entire day will remain
at $15.00 and includes the noon
meal which will be catered by
Mac’s Fish Camp. Preregistra-
tion is necessary for the food
provider to make arrange-
ments for the noon meal. Please
call the number of people at-

tending from your church to
601-763-8100 (Big Creek
Church), 601-729-3198 (Mrs.
Dot Holifield), or 601-426-3293
(Don Brown). We need this in-
formation by March 20.

50 Years of Service50 Years of Service50 Years of Service50 Years of Service50 Years of Service
RecognitionRecognitionRecognitionRecognitionRecognition

Plaques will be presented to
ministers completing 50 years
service in 2012. Names of each
preacher and dates of licensing
and ordination should be called
in as soon as possible. Call 601-
763-8100,  601-426-3293, or
601-729-3198.

North ConferenceNorth ConferenceNorth ConferenceNorth ConferenceNorth Conference
The Mt. Pleasant Baptist

Church, Fulton, and Pastor
Jackie Gray, will host the North
Senior Adult Conference, May
1. More information on this
meeting will be shared at a
later date.

The CommissionThe CommissionThe CommissionThe CommissionThe Commission
The ministry of the Com-

mission on Senior Adults
touches the very life of mem-
bers of our churches.

Pray that these upcoming
conferences will magnify the
name of Jesus and will be a
spiritual uplift to each one at-
tending.

Tombigbee AssociationTombigbee AssociationTombigbee AssociationTombigbee AssociationTombigbee Association
The Tombigbee Baptist As-

sociation met at Friendship
Baptist Church on January 5.
A great meal was served by the
host church. Our evening mes-
sage was brought by Bro. Bryan
Wilson. There were 49 present
with 10 churches represented.
Reports were brought by Bro.
Lavell Lee & Bro. Bobby Elliott.
The winter revival will be held
January22-25. There were no
other business or reports.

Moderator Gary Smith
Reporter Debbie Franks

Harmony MeetingHarmony MeetingHarmony MeetingHarmony MeetingHarmony Meeting
The January meeting of the

Harmony Association was held
on Friday January 16 at Shady
Grove Baptist in Tishomingo.
Following the evening meal the
meeting opened with song and
prayer. After special music the
evening message was given by
host pastor Mike Smith, en-
titled Taking Back our Posses-

sion.
After the message the busi-

ness part of the meeting was
opened with a roll call of the
churches, showing 7 churches
represented with 56 in atten-
dance and 2 visitors. The min-
utes and financial reports were
read and approved.   Bro. Mike
Smith gave a report from the
Missionary Committee. The
association approved the rec-
ommendation of the commit-
tee to support the work based
on a percentage basis of rev-
enue received instead of a fixed
amount. Our next meeting will
be held at Unity Baptist Church
in Guntown. Bro. Lavell Lee
gave a report on the Revolving
loan and mission work. With
no further reports the meeting
was adjourned.

Bro. Tim Nall, Moderator
Tony Marolt, Promotional

Secretary

Ten Mile AssociationTen Mile AssociationTen Mile AssociationTen Mile AssociationTen Mile Association
The Ten Mile Association

meeting met January 2, 2012,
at First Baptist Church of Or-
ange Grove.  The opening scrip-
ture reading was from 2
Corinthians 1:1-7.  The speaker
was Brother Christopher Flynn
and the subject was: "Dedica-
tion" from James 4:7-10.  There
were 11 churches present.  The
next meeting will be held on
Monday, February 6, 2012 at
7:30pm.

Eugene Anderson, Moderator
Christopher Flynn, Reporter

The Master"s
Builders Work at
Jacob"s Well

by Bettye White Wilsonby Bettye White Wilsonby Bettye White Wilsonby Bettye White Wilsonby Bettye White Wilson
The North American Mis-

sionary Pastor of "Jacob's Well"
is Rob Hager, Jr.  His wife
Christy and daughters, Jessica
15, Lauren 13, and Cassie 11,
are a great help to him in his
ministry. Also working with
him is the Associate Pastor
Jerry Bell, his wife Jenny and
daughter and son, Renee 12,

and Jackson 7.
The Mission was holding ser-

vices on Sunday mornings at a
School Facility, and Life Groups
met in homes during the week.
They would spend several
hours each time, setting up the
stages, chairs, and other things
to convert the school to a church
setting. They had a team of
dedicated workers who met
each Sunday morning at 7:00
a.m. to prepare for the 10:30
meeting.

The Master's Builders con-
verted a strip mall (shopping
center) to serve as an audito-
rium and spaces for the youth
and children’s ministries.

The people of "The Well" as
they referred to their church,
did a great deal of work help-
ing the Builders in many ways.
They were overjoyed at the
prospect of having their own
place to meet regularly and the
opportunity to expand their
ministry. They have followed
the example of Christ when He
encountered the Samaritan
Woman at the Well to offer her
the Living Water. The mem-
bers of "The Well" are commit-
ted to reaching the unsaved
and unchurched in the city of
Plano, Illinois.

The Master's Builders fin-
ished their work on Wednes-
day, October 26. The church is
meeting in the facility at this
time.

Religion in schools
lawful, encouraged

OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - Religious Freedom Day - something the govern-
ment encourages to be celebrated in homes, in places of worship,
and also in public schools.

In 1993, President Bill Clinton declared January 16 "Religious
Freedom Day" and encouraged Americans to observe it through
appropriate events and activities. Jeremy Tedesco of the Alli-
ance Defense Fund (ADF) says the Clinton administration was
the first to send religious guidelines to thousands of public
schools.

"Every administration since then has also re-promulgated
them essentially, and they're really great guidelines for school
districts on what is allowed," he notes.

However, most schools have failed to distribute the guidelines,
which adds to the confusion between what is appropriate and
permissible.

"One of the biggest problems in this area is just the lack of
information," Tedesco contends. "Groups like the ACLU and
others like them spread a lot of disinformation about what the
First Amendment requires when it comes to religious expression
in school. Of course, their advice to most school districts is 'if you
see religion, censor it.'"

When he was U.S. Secretary of Education, Richard Riley
provided every public school district in America with a state-
ment of principles addressing the extent to which religious
expression and activity are permitted in public schools. That
same set of guidelines on Religious Expression in Public Schools
is still applicable today, says Tedesco.
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Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

January 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special Emphasis

Our Need - $10,000Our Need - $10,000Our Need - $10,000Our Need - $10,000Our Need - $10,000

Don Brown
Editor

Your SupportYour SupportYour SupportYour SupportYour Support

& Gifts Are& Gifts Are& Gifts Are& Gifts Are& Gifts Are

Appreciated!Appreciated!Appreciated!Appreciated!Appreciated!
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Fall, 2011 Honors ListFall, 2011 Honors ListFall, 2011 Honors ListFall, 2011 Honors ListFall, 2011 Honors List
President’s List

Jeffrey Barahona
Emily Harris
Matthew Yontz
Zachary Patrick
Mossie Phipps
Molly Ranshaw
Sandra Buckingham
Jeffrey Carney
Rodney Goss
Gregory Mangum

Dean’s List
Rachel Ham
George Matthews
Homer Kemp
Charles McNeil
Mary Blakeney
LaShunda Gilmore
Candace Hillman
Elvis Garcia
Billy Prestage
Michael Beasley
Zackary Dant
Kristen Davis

Update on SpecialUpdate on SpecialUpdate on SpecialUpdate on SpecialUpdate on Special
ContributionsContributionsContributionsContributionsContributions

The response to the finan-
cial needs of the college during
December and January has
been gratifying. Some special
contributions are still being

received. This response has
been very encouraging and sup-
plied a real need. We cannot
thank people and churches
enough for showing concern for
the Lord’s work as they have.

We thank all associations,
churches, and individuals who
are faithful to give regular con-
tributions to the support of the
college.

Special offerings given to the
Library, Foundation, Special
Reserve, and other designated
projects are very helpful and
appreciated.

Below are donors to the two
most recent projects.

10 X 10 Project10 X 10 Project10 X 10 Project10 X 10 Project10 X 10 Project
(Receipts since it was presented
at the State Meeting in Octo-
ber)
Churches
Bethel, Louise
First Shady Grove, Laurel
Harmony, Hurley
Rock Hill, Meridian
Zion, Anguilla

Individuals
Dr. Aaron Parker
A. L. and J. M. Parish
Lavelle Lee

Roger Franks
Edward Crowder
Mavous Phifer
Dr. Medrick Savell
Richard Welborn
James Wilson
Two Anonymous
Total Amount - $12,150.00

Special Offerings - December,Special Offerings - December,Special Offerings - December,Special Offerings - December,Special Offerings - December,
2011 -  January 10, 20122011 -  January 10, 20122011 -  January 10, 20122011 -  January 10, 20122011 -  January 10, 2012

Churches
Antioch, Soso
Bethel, Fulton
Calvary, Taylorsville
Campground, Gulfport
East Fulton, Fulton
Emmanuel, Saltillo
Evergreen, Seminary
First Calhoun, Laurel
First Oak Grove, Hattiesburg
First Shady Grove, Laurel
Greenwood, Fulton
Helton Road, Theodore, AL
Hillcrest, Yazoo City

Liberty, Belzoni
Mt. Carmel, Carriere
Mt. Olive, Union
Paramount, Perkinston
Pleasant Hill, Tupelo
Skyway Hills, Pearl
Ten Mile, Wiggins
Westover, Hattiesburg
Zion, Anguilla
First Shady Grove Ladies II SS
Class, Laurel
Big Creek District  WMA

Individuals
Ken Blackwell
Mr. and Mrs.Warren Bond
Bro. Gerald Givens
Carolyn Hagler
Marjorie Haprer
Dr. Ned Hinton
Mavous Phifer
John Riles
Odell Stephens
Robby Walters
Larry Welborn

The total amount of Special
Offerings was $24,332.50 in
December, and $9,412.98 has
been received in January. This
response has enabled us to
make payrolls in December and
January. If we have missed
anyone, please let us know.

Memorial GiftsMemorial GiftsMemorial GiftsMemorial GiftsMemorial Gifts
A contribution to Southeast-

ern Baptist College has been
received in memory of Gaines
Ford, Jr. Other contributions
were received to purchase
books for the A. R. Reddin Me-
morial Library in memory of
Mrs. Demer Cameron
Fairchild, Mr. Wayne Larry
Bridges, Sr., Bro. Vern D.
Holifield, and Mr. Allen C.
Smith. We appreciate those
who send memorial gifts to the
college and pray that God’s
blessings and comfort will be
with each family.

Girl Scouts quash pro-lifer
OneNewsNow -OneNewsNow -OneNewsNow -OneNewsNow -OneNewsNow - An employee of the Girl Scouts in Arizona has
resigned after expression of her pro-life beliefs was squelched.

Renise Rodriguez, 21, is a religious studies major at the
University of Arizona in Tucson and, until just recently, was an
employee for the Girl Scouts of Southern Arizona. Bryan Kemper,
youth outreach director of Priests for Life, tells OneNewsNow
that Rodriguez often wears one of their T-shirts to express her
pro-life beliefs - and that that got her in hot water with her
employer last week.

"She went in to work, off duty, to pick up a few things and was
told immediately by somebody in the Girl Scouts office to take
her shirt off, and that if she was going to stay in the office at all
she'd have to turn it inside out," he explains.

The shirt Rodriguez was wearing displayed the message "Pray
to End Abortion."

"She wasn't at work, she wasn't on the clock - and she was
pretty offended," adds Kemper.

Rodriquez tells Priests for Life that she was "shocked at the
way [she] was treated" and that, after considering for the rest of
the day what had happened, decided to resign her position as a
Girl Experience Associate.

Kemper, who also founded the Priests for Life-affiliated group
Stand True Ministries, contends parents throughout the country
ought to be outraged by the events that transpired in that Girl
Scouts office.

continued onpage 5continued onpage 5continued onpage 5continued onpage 5continued onpage 5
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

Don Brown
Editor

"It was just a nightmare Eli.... and besides
that, business meetings are THAT bad..."

2012
South Mississippi

Senior Adult
Conference

Big Creek
Baptist Church
Soso, Mississippi

March 27, 2012
9:30 AM

WOMEN’SWOMEN’SWOMEN’SWOMEN’SWOMEN’S
MISSIONARMISSIONARMISSIONARMISSIONARMISSIONARYYYYY
AUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARYYYYY

BMA OF AMERICA
2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT

40% INTERACTIVE SELF-
HELP ENGLISH LAN-

GUAGE PROGRAM
(ISHELP)

40% HAITI RELIEF FUND
15% YOUTH FUND

5% GENERAL FUND

SEND OFFERINGS FOR
“PROJECT” TO

NATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMA
% PAT DUNCAN

PO BOX 30
HARDY, AR 72120

Arkansas Church
Seeks Pastor

First Baptist Church of McNeil,
Arkansas, is seeking a full-time
pastor. Resumes may be sub-
mitted to David Talley at P.O.
Box 1516, Magnolia, AR, 71754
or by fax to 870-234-5760 or e-
mail at
davidtalley@sbcglobal.net.  The
contact phone number is 870-
562-3293.

Mississippi Meeting Advantages
The Baptist Missionary Association of America will hold

its 2012 Annual Meeting in Jackson, Mississippi. I am
glad that I do not have to travel far from home for this
year's meeting.

The fact that our Association will be meeting in Jackson
is not only convenient for the churches and messengers
from Mississippi, but it is an excellent
opportunity for the laypeople of our
churches to be at a meeting and observe
first hand the workings and blessings that
are ours.

God is using the churches of the BMA of
America to reach around the world and
share the Gospel with so many in a myriad
of  ways.

We support a wide variety of outreach
ministries. We send individuals as mis-
sionaries on the field; we send medical
teams to minister physically and share the love of God
with those in need of healing - both physical and spiritu-
ally; we have broadcasts that reach a large part of the
world with the Gospel message. Missionaries on local
fields evaluate the methods best suited for those to whom
they minister and they are reaching thousands.

The various departments and ministries of our work
cooperate together to reach the world for Christ. At the
National Meeting you will get to hear about  the great work
that God has allowed us to have. Take advantage of this
great opportunity and be sure to attend this meeting. Our
state capitol is convenient and a short drive from all areas
of the state. I hope to see you in Jackson in April.

 

Special
Emphasis

Time
January is almost gone

and as it fades away, the
time for raising "special
emphasis funds" for your
Publications Department
will be over.

Literature and letters
were sent to our churches
last month to encourage our
people to give a special of-
fering to this work. Over
one-third of our annual in-
come is from special dona-
tions and regular monthly
support.

Some have already taken
an offering and sent it in.
Others are receiving special
offerings each Sunday. Some
churches just vote to give an
extra offering once per year
our of their general fund.

Whichever way you chose
to participate, we do ask that
you give a special offering to
help us meet our annual
budget. God bless you as
you help us to continue to
publish the Good News of
Christ!

National
sex-education
standards
address these issues, it makes
no sense whatsoever for groups
like the NEA to tell our chil-
dren how they should think,"
said Bob Stith, the Southern
Baptist national strategist for
gender issues and representa-
tive of the convention's Task
Force on Ministry to Homo-
sexuals.

Stith added in his comments
to Baptist Press, "The reality is
that it has the potential to cre-
ate serious conflicts between
parents and children. If chil-
dren are taught values that are
in direct opposition to the bib-
lical values of their parents,
those parents would be put in
an adversarial position with
their own children. This is just
simply not a healthy approach."

Among other recommenda-
tions, the standards say by the
fifth grade, children should be
able to:
-- "Identify medically accurate
information about female and
male reproductive anatomy.
-- "Define HIV and identify
some age appropriate methods
of transmission, as well as ways
to prevent transmission.
-- "Define sexual harassment
and sexual abuse."

By the eighth grade, the stan-
dards say students should be
able to:
-- "Analyze external influences
that have an impact on one's
attitudes about gender, sexual
orientation and gender iden-
tity.
-- "Access accurate information
about gender identity, gender
expression and sexual orienta-
tion.
-- "Communicate respectfully
with and about people of all
gender identities, gender ex-

continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5

continued from page 1continued from page 1continued from page 1continued from page 1continued from page 1



 5January 15, 2012 •  Mississippi Baptist

Moral Action Committee

Baptist Missionary Association of America
Dr. John M. Adams,Director

P.O. Box 305, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863
Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com

John Adams

The Need ToThe Need ToThe Need ToThe Need ToThe Need To
Regain a ConscienceRegain a ConscienceRegain a ConscienceRegain a ConscienceRegain a Conscience

In the familiar passages of II
Chronicles 7, God states “But if
ye….”  The Father’s promises
are conditional, either we obey
and love Him or we turn away
from the truth.  The possibility
of forfeiture is fully stated in II
Chronicles 7:19-20.  The pen-
alty is issued to Israel and also
to America.  God stipulates
promises and warnings to His
nations, families and individu-
als.

Americans, and especially
Christian Americans, need to
regain a Godly conscience.  We
need to cultivate again an
awareness or perception of the
events that are taking place in

our great nation.  It is time that
“judgment begins at the House
of God:” I Peter 4:17.  God’s
churches will lose her light and
salt.  Her light will get dimmer
with the possibility of totally
being extinguished.

There are strong adjectives
used to describe the depravity
of our culture.  Some examples
are appalling, shocking, seared
consciousness and apathetic.
Our American society is
deemed as being unscrupulous,
beyond reason and not gov-
erned by a Godly clear con-
science.

It is unconscionable and ap-
palling at the number of pro-
fessed Christians who cast their
votes along party lines.   The

term “value voting” needs to be
established as a guideline for
Christians when voting for can-
didates.  Take a long, hard look
at the core values and the plat-
forms of political candidates.

It is unconscionable that the
Ten Commandments and other
religious scriptures are being
removed from public buildings
and government/school offices.
One does not have to go far to
hear lewd language, see sexual
images and other ungodly pro-
motions advertised, yet God’s
word is being removed at a
rapid pace.  We need to regain
a conscience.

Appalling and unconscio-
nable are befitting words to
describe the deeds to have “un-
der God” removed from the
Pledge of Allegiance.  Our na-
tion has been and will always
be under the mighty hand of
God.  Peter declares in I Peter
5:6…”humble yourselves there-
fore under the mighty hand of
God, that he may exalt you in
due time.”  Perhaps, America
is losing its prominence in the

world due to the fact that we
are too proud and arrogant and
have not humbled ourselves
“under God.”

It is unconscionable that our
nation is reconsidering its re-
lationship with the nation of
Israel and its Prime Minister
in recent months.  Joel warned
us in Joel 3:2-3  “I will also
gather all nations…and will
plead with them there for my
people and for my heritage Is-
rael…”  There is a supernatu-
ral curse attached to Israel and
its land.  Cursed is the nation
that harms Israel.

How did these “unconscio-
nable” attitudes develop?  The
“anything goes” philosophy has
seen growth in recent years.
Born-again Christians appear
to have lost their back-bone.
Some churches have forgotten
their responsibility to rebuke
sin and transgression.  Teach-
ing, preaching, and living God’s
Word helps Christians to de-
velop a strong, healthy, Godly
conscience.

We need to regain our con-

science.  One might ask?
Where are the Babylonians?
Where are the Greeks?
Where are the Romans?
Will they one day,

ask…………..Where are the
Americans?

Recommended Readings toRecommended Readings toRecommended Readings toRecommended Readings toRecommended Readings to
enhance this article:enhance this article:enhance this article:enhance this article:enhance this article:
“Can America Survive?”    John
Hagee
“Politics”  Wayne Grudem
“Never Thought I’d See the
Day”  David Jeremiah
“The American Patriot Bible”
Richard G Lee

Freedom Celebration Offer-Freedom Celebration Offer-Freedom Celebration Offer-Freedom Celebration Offer-Freedom Celebration Offer-
ings  (not previously listed)ings  (not previously listed)ings  (not previously listed)ings  (not previously listed)ings  (not previously listed)
Caney Valley,

Plumerville, AR 150.00
Macedonia,

Magnolia, AR 50.00
First, Waldo, AR 20.00
Oak Park,

Little Rock, AR 5.00
Hopewell, Laurel, MS 200.00

From The
Mind of

Chuck Lee

Woman?  Why the question
mark, you might ask?  Ever
since the creation of woman,
man has been seeking the an-
swer to “woman”.  I once sug-
gested to my congregation that
the reason that God called the
first female,
“woman”, is be-
cause He knew that
it was going to be
“Woe-man”.  This
got a laugh out of
approximately half
the congregation
and all us men had
to cook our own din-
ner that day.  I spent
the better part of
the afternoon
searching Matthew
twenty three to see
if there were any woes pertain-
ing to this, but came up
empty…and hungry.  The
loaves and the fishes weren’t
multiplied that day, but I did
have to eat tuna fish casserole
for a week.  I hate tuna fish
casserole.  I mean, come on,
tuna and macaroni?

I, by no means, intend to be
disparaging towards women.
My wife is a woman, along with
my mother, sisters, daughters,
aunts, and a few more people I
know.  Women make life liv-
able.  I knew a man that dis-
agreed with me on this point.

He said that ever since Eve got
the rib, women have been a
pain in all men’s sides.  He had
been divorced several times and
I really believe that he was
probably the pain.  I know he
gave me a headache.

But I digress.  It
is not so much that
women are a prob-
lem - rather they are
the glue that holds
everything to-
gether.  They bring
a sweet smell to the
grunge we men call
life.  Women under-
stand how to make
things sparkle.  I can
clean the house and
still feel like I live in
the garbage dump.

My wife cleans and the clouds
part revealing the bright sun-
shine.  How does she do it?  It is
a mystery that we men have
yet to solve.

Why a flat iron and a curling
iron in the same house?  Why a
different pair of shoes for every
outfit?  Why shampoo AND
conditioner?  Why does my tie
have to match my shirt?  Why
does the bed have to be made
when we will sleep in it that
night anyway?  Why a bed and
breakfast after a simple com-
ment from the pulpit?  These
are just some of the questions

men have been left to ponder
ever since “Woman”.

God instructed us to love our
wives as our own bodies.  In
accordance to His word, I went
out and bought her a new shot-
gun.  That’s what I love.  In
hindsight, a gun was probably
not the best thing to buy her.  I
must go back and study that
chapter in Ephesians again.
There must be something I am
missing.

The answer to this question
is one that I intend to pursue as
long as my beautiful, wonder-
ful, incredible, and loving wife
will let me.  I caught her trying
to sneak off one time, but was
able to hide in the backseat
until we got to her mother’s,
who by the way is a woman.
My father-in-law just shook his
head and told my wife, “I told
you so!”  I’m still not sure what
he meant by that.

I have been instructed by
many an older man to “just let
it go, son, you will be better off
not understanding”.  This ad-
vice usually comes from some-
one who has been married for a
long time.  So as I write this, I
am no closer to the answer of
“Woman” than I was before.
However, I am developing a
taste for tuna fish casserole.  It
seems I have to eat it quite a bit
these days.  Hmmmm?

Women? National
sex-education
standards

pressions and sexual orienta-
tions.
-- "Describe the steps to using a
condom correctly."

The standards say that by
the 12th grade, students should
be able to:
-- "Compare and contrast the
advantages and disadvantages
of abstinence and other contra-
ceptive methods, including
condoms.
-- "Differentiate between bio-
logical sex, sexual orientation,
and gender identity and ex-
pression.
-- "Distinguish between sexual
orientation, sexual behavior
and sexual identity."

Valerie Huber of the Na-
tional Abstinence Education
Association (NAEA) described
the standards as full of "spe-
cial-interest agendas."

"When we set standards, we
should communicate the ideal,
the best message to achieve
optimal health," Huber said.
"When a set of guidelines fails
to provide any meaningful
emphasis on optimal health but
instead gives priority to 'con-

dom negotiation' skills, we have
not set standards; we have low-
ered them and put our children
at increased risk."

The other organizations in-
volved in writing the standards
were the American Association
of Health Education, the
American School Health Asso-
ciation and the Society of State
Leaders of Health and Physi-
cal Education.

continued from page 4continued from page 4continued from page 4continued from page 4continued from page 4
"The Girl Scouts seem to go

farther and farther and far-
ther away from any kind of
values that they should be
teaching young women," he
states. "And with their connec-
tions to Planned Parenthood -
and now telling this girl to take
her shirt off in the office - it's
absolutely mind-blowing that
this organization has gone so
liberal and that America's par-
ents are entrusting their young
daughters to the Girl Scouts."

The pro-life activist points
out there are several alterna-
tive organizations, such as
American Heritage Girls, that
are Christian-oriented and can
be trusted to follow biblical
standards

Girl Scouts
vs pro-lifer
from page 3from page 3from page 3from page 3from page 3
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Preparing for the National Meeting
by Belinda Lee, Presidentby Belinda Lee, Presidentby Belinda Lee, Presidentby Belinda Lee, Presidentby Belinda Lee, President

Mississippi WMAMississippi WMAMississippi WMAMississippi WMAMississippi WMA
Dear BMA Ladies,

Happy New Year!!  I pray each of you have entered this new
year with great anticipation of what God is going to do for you and
through you.  I am eager to see God work.

As you know, the National BMAA meeting will be in Jackson
this year.  We as the WMA are responsible for making our
national ladies feel welcome.  We are putting together a Missis-
sippi cookbook to include in the welcome bags to be given to each
lady who attends.  Please send recipes to Mrs. Beth Caldwell. We
need these in by the end of January.  Also, if your group would
like to send a donation to help pay for this project and other items
for our bags, we would greatly appreciate it. Donations need to
be mailed to Mrs. Shirlene Smith.

Let's do our best to show the hospitality for which Mississippi
is known.  We can do this by volunteering, giving financially,
attending the meeting, and praying.

Here are the addresses of Beth and Shirlene. Please help
support this project.

Beth Caldwell, roydc@datasync.com, 166 Twin Creek Rd.,
Lucedale,MS 39452

Shirlene Smith, 730 Hwy. 533, Laurel,MS 39443

2012
North Mississippi

Senior Adult
Conference

Mt. Pleasant
Baptist Church

Fulton, Mississippi

May 1, 2012
9:30 AM

WOMEN’SWOMEN’SWOMEN’SWOMEN’SWOMEN’S
MISSIONARMISSIONARMISSIONARMISSIONARMISSIONARYYYYY
AUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARYYYYY

BMA OF AMERICA
2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT

40% INTERACTIVE SELF-
HELP ENGLISH LAN-

GUAGE PROGRAM
(ISHELP)

40% HAITI RELIEF FUND
15% YOUTH FUND

5% GENERAL FUND

SEND OFFERINGS FOR
“PROJECT” TO

NATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMA
% PAT DUNCAN

PO BOX 30
HARDY, AR 72120

63rd Annual
BMA of America National Meeting

April 16-18, 2012
Jackson Convention Complex, Jackson, MS

Program Agenda

Monday Morning, April 16
8:30 Display/Exhibit Set-up and Registration Set-up

Monday Afternoon, April 16
2:00 Registration begins with Enrollment and Finance Committee

Monday Evening, April 16
7:00 First General Session

Music and Opening Prayer
Welcome and introductions
Special music
President’s Message and Introduction of Theme: “Until the End”

Tuesday Morning, April 17
  7:15-8:15 Ministers Wives’ and Widows’ Coffee
  8:00 WMA Registration
  8:30 WMA

Brotherhood
10:00 Pastors’ and Laymen’s Conference

Tuesday Afternoon, April 16
1:30 Committee Meetings
3:00 Second General Session

Music and Prayer
3:10 Enrollment Committee (Initial Report)

Welcome Petitioning Churches & Seating of their messengers
3:20 Proposed Changes to the Constitution
3:45 Nominees for Nominating Committee
3:50 Clerk’s Report
4:00 BMA Seminary
4:30 Miscellaneous Business
5:00 Prayer/Adjourn
5:30 Seminary Dinner

Tuesday Evening, April 17
7:00 Third General Session

Music and Prayer
Annual Message: George Reddin

Wednesday Morning, April 18
8:30 Fourth General Session

Music and Prayer
  8:45 Nominating Committee Report
  9:05   DiscipleGuide Church Resources
  9:35 Brotherhood Report
  9:45 WMA Report
  9:55 Moral Action
10:25 Master’s Builders Report
10:35 Coordinating Council Report
10:55 Baptist Music Fellowship
11:05 Vote on Constitutional Changes

Miscellaneous Business
Prayer/Adjourn

Wednesday Afternoon, April 18
2:00 Fifth General Session

Music and Prayer
2:15 Final Nominating Committee Report
2:25 Minute and Clerk Hire
2:35 Election of Officers

Election of Annual Speaker
3:00 Lifeword Media Ministries
3:30 Committee on Arrangements
3:45 Ministers Resource Services
4:15 Revolving Loan Fund Report
4:20 Election of Missions Advisory Committee Members
4:30 Final Enrollment Committee Report
4:40 Prayer/Adjourn

Wednesday Evening, April 18
7:00 Sixth General Session

Music and Prayer
7:15 Missions Report and Missionary Commissioning Service
9:00 Closing Prayer

God’s
Standards

verses Man’s
by Pastor Danny Pittsby Pastor Danny Pittsby Pastor Danny Pittsby Pastor Danny Pittsby Pastor Danny Pitts

First Baptist of Shady GroveFirst Baptist of Shady GroveFirst Baptist of Shady GroveFirst Baptist of Shady GroveFirst Baptist of Shady Grove
Laurel, MississippiLaurel, MississippiLaurel, MississippiLaurel, MississippiLaurel, Mississippi

Matthew 23:25-26Matthew 23:25-26Matthew 23:25-26Matthew 23:25-26Matthew 23:25-26  - “Woe unto
you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye make clean
the outside of the cup and of
the platter, but within they are
full of extortion and excess.
Thou blind Pharisee, cleanse
first that which is within the
cup and platter, that the out-
side of them may be clean also.”

Would you eat from a cup or
plate that had been washed
thoroughly on the outside, but
was obviously filthy on the in-
side? The Jews of Jesus’ day
followed a rigid set of rules
concerning the cleaning of eat-
ing vessels and items that had
to be ceremonially clean for the
temple services. These rules
were based on the principles
God had given Moses. Soon they
went beyond the laws of Scrip-
ture and added restrictions
which had nothing to do with
the Biblical requirements. The
sign of the Godly person be-
came the one (like a good scribe
or Pharisee) who worked at
keeping these extra-biblical
guidelines. People were judged
as righteous or unrighteous on
the basis of whether they kept
the minutia of the external
rules. Jesus condemned this
standard.

The modern parallel to the
text is Christians who feel they
are right with God because they
avoid gross immorality and at-
tend worship. The scribes and
Pharisees were great examples

of faithfulness in these areas.
Obviously these issues are very
important. No one is truly
pleasing God who is living in
open sin and disobedience to
the Lord. The difference in
Jesus’ teaching is that He re-
quires His followers to seek to
be right with God on the inside.
He wants us to work on having
our thoughts, motivations, and
desires in line with His will.

The answer to the beginning
question about eating from cups
or plates clean on the outside
but clearly filthy on the inside
is “No!”. You would not do that.
The spiritual application of
Jesus’ point, however, requires
us to search our hearts. As we
do, we will discover that con-
stant confession of sin, repen-
tance, and recommitting to God
is required by the most spiri-
tual of us. Do not forget that:
“The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately
wicked: who can know it?”
(Jeremiah 17:9)

2012 Mississippi Pastor's Retreat
January 30-31, 2012

Lake Tiak O'Khata
Louisville, Mississippi

Revive Us O Lord - Psalm 85:6
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The Year 2012 Is Before UsThe Year 2012 Is Before UsThe Year 2012 Is Before UsThe Year 2012 Is Before UsThe Year 2012 Is Before Us
“Trust in the Lord with all

thine heart, and lean not unto
thine own understanding. In
all thy ways acknowledge him,
and he shall direct thy paths.”
Proverbs 3:5,6.

These verses from God’s
Word have a special meaning
to me. They instruct and en-
courage us to let the Lord give
us leadership and direction in
life.  Indeed, the longer we live
the more we are aware of our
great need for the guidance of
God.  As we recognize our own
limitations and admit to God
that we need His guidance, then
He can lead us.

“Trust in the Lord with all
thine heart, and lean not unto
thine own understanding.”
That’s trust.  “In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall
direct thy paths.” That’s obedi-
ence.  As they song that we sing
says, “There’s no other way to
be happy in Jesus, but to
TRUST AND OBEY.” May the
Lord continue to bless the
churches of the BMA of Missis-
sippi this year as we serve Him.

Washington BaptistWashington BaptistWashington BaptistWashington BaptistWashington Baptist
Association RallyAssociation RallyAssociation RallyAssociation RallyAssociation Rally

It was good to be with the
Washington Baptist Associa-

tion which met with Canaan
Baptist Church near Lucedale
on December 16 for their an-
nual rally for
the Home.  The
Lord’s business
was conducted,
worship to the
Lord was ren-
dered, and fel-
lowship with
God’s people
was enjoyed by
all as the host
church pro-
vided refreshments for those
in attendance.  We want to say
thank you to each church and
individual who gave to this
rally.

Students Doing Well In SchoolStudents Doing Well In SchoolStudents Doing Well In SchoolStudents Doing Well In SchoolStudents Doing Well In School
Our girls and boys are hav-

ing a good school year thus far.
A number of students had all
A’s after the first semester and
a number also had B’s or bet-
ter.  One student received stu-
dent of the month in his class.
Another student was inducted
into the Beta Club. We give
thanks to the Lord for the
progress our girls and boys are
making this year in school.

Continue to remember the
Home and its ministry in your
prayers.

Judging Other’s Struggles
Judging other peoples’

struggles is such an easy thing
to do. It is not only an easy
thing to do, but a very popular
thing to do. In observing hu-
man behavior, judging others
clearly shows the sinful nature
of people. While people sing in
a loud chorus of how wrong
judging others is, there is an
even louder symphony of hu-
man voices that carry out judg-
ment on others. Almost all of
us have been judged harshly.
It hurts. There are times when
we may have done something
wrong. We need to change.
However, when others judge
you and pass sentence on you,
then it serves no useful pur-
pose. It only wounds.
In the arena of judging others,
nothing comes more easily than
when we judge someone on some-
thing that we personally have no
struggle with. Then it really be-
comes easy. It is so easy to look
down on the alcoholic or drug
addict when we have never had
that struggle. It is easy to look

down upon, and gossip about
parents whose kids are out of con-
trol, when God blessed us with
kids that perhaps didn’t have the
same personality problems or
emotional health problems that
these parents have to cope with in
their children.

Maybe you disciplined your
kids and they responded. Sure,
they gave you some trouble,
but eventually they straight-
ened out and became good kids
again. Perhaps you have never
been a parent of a child that no
matter how much you whip
them, discipline them and love
them, this child has mental or
emotional health problems that
prevent that kind of response.
They go through living hell
every day of their lives. They
are trying so hard to do every
thing the Bible tells them to do
with no success. Instead of
reaching out and praying for
them, or helping them in other
ways, we sit in our pew and
verbally pass judgment on
them. Instead of trying to un-

derstand what they must be
going through, we simply re-
late it to our own lives. Since

we didn’t have that struggle,
we verbally assassinate these
parents and pass self-righteous
judgment upon them.

If you have never been di-
vorced, doesn’t it become easy
to judge those who have. If you
have never struggled with
weight, it becomes a favorite
joke for you to make fun of
those who do. And many people
strap on a nuclear powered
rocket of judgment on sexual
sins if they have never
struggled with it. I have seen
many Christians absolutely go
nuts over condemning people
over homosexuality, but have
themselves committed hetero-
sexual adultery in their own
life. It is so easy to judge this
other sexual sin when we have
never struggled that way. Yes
it is a sin. Yes it is wrong.

All sin is wrong. It all put
Jesus on the cross. However, it
is also true that we are to love
our enemies. Yes we must real-
ize that Christ died for that
person also. Romans 5:8. Yes,
love must be unconditional. I
John 4:7-11,20. Maybe we

should respond to this person
as instructed in Galatians 6:1,2
and so fulfill the law of Jesus
Christ. In other words, maybe
we should reach out in love
with the gospel of Christ to a
person who is sinning sexually
and let our light shine
before them. They may
not ever come to
Christ if they only re-
ceive judgment from
the people who call
themselves followers
of Christ.

When I see teens
or young adults in
their 20’s doing things
that are inappropriate
or sinful, I have com-
passion on them. I abso-
lutely will not tolerate
sin. I will not sweep it
under the carpet and say,
“O well, that is okay.” It is
not okay. But I have to try
and help them find some
new choices. Instead of reach-
ing for the bottle, why don’t
you try reaching for the Bible.
Instead of making the choice to
meet your emptiness, loneli-
ness, despair and fears with
fleshly indulgences, let me tell
you about a choice you can make
with living according to the
power of the Holy Spirit. I also,
will be right here for you to
help you down that path. I won’t
walk it for you. I may not un-
derstand your struggles, but I
will be here to pray for you and
walk with you through the val-
ley. I won’t just be preaching,
but reaching. I won’t just give
you a sermon on what you are
doing wrong, but I will take an
action to help you learn a bet-

ter pathway of living.
If I had been severely beaten

by my dad all my life and if my
mom always told me she hated
me and wished I was dead and
if she rejected me and left me
for her lesbian lover, then who

knows how I, as a young per-
son, would have re-

sponded. I too might
have chosen alcohol
or drugs. I didn’t
have that experi-
ence and I hope I
wouldn’t choose
that path. But I
don’t know how I
would respond be-
cause I’ve never

been down that
path. Maybe I should

just love this person,
and try to help them

rather than judging
them.
James 4:11,12 “Speak not

evil one of another, breth-
ren. He that speaketh evil of
his brother, and judgeth his
brother, speaketh evil of the
law, and judgeth the law: but if
thou judge the law, thou are
not a doer of the law, but a
judge. There is one lawgiver,
who is able to save and destroy:
who are thou that judgest an-
other?”

All I am trying to do in this
article is to challenge all of us
to be less quick about judging
someone and quicker to show
love, healing and help through
Christ. It is always easy to look
down on someone for doing
something that we have never
struggled with. We all struggle,
therefore, we should all love.
Take heed lest you fall.

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

MTV reality programs degrade women, study shows
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP) -- Only
24 percent of what women said
about themselves on four of
MTV's most popular reality
shows was positive, according to
an analysis by the Parents Tele-
vision Council.

"Jersey Shore," "Real World,"
"Teen Mom 2" and "16 and Preg-
nant" constitute the most popu-
lar primetime MTV shows among
children and teens ages 12 to 17,
and researchers said the study
suggests "a disturbingly unreal-
istic portrayal of 'reality' with
harsh, demeaning, degrading
and sexualized dialogue."

"After many years of pursu-
ing equality for women, the find-
ings of today's study suggest a
glamorized but grossly distorted
view of what it means to be femi-
nine," Tim Winter, the council's
president, said Dec. 7.

"Compared to men, women
were far more denigrating to

themselves and other females.
With so much at stake, teen-
targeted reality television is do-
ing little more than 'empower-
ing' young girls to be overly nega-
tive."

Studies have shown a connec-
tion between children's media
consumption and their behav-
ior, Winter said, and Nielsen data
prove teens are "flocking to MTV
to get their fix of 'reality' pro-
gramming."

"With MTV reality 'stars' as
celebrity role models, teens are
learning that outlandish behav-
ior is rewarded and that degrad-
ing, sexualized language is not
only accepted, it is encouraged,"
Winter said.

The version of reality pre-
sented by MTV lacks positive or
inspiring content, he added, and
the study reveals a discouraging
assessment of progress for both
men and women.

"Nicole 'Snooki' Polizzi re-
cently told GQ Magazine that
the positive material in Jersey
Shore is edited out of the broad-
cast version by the producers,
and the appearance is that the
cast members drink and party
more than they actually do,"
Winter said. "Reality television
isn't reality by the time the vid-
eotape emerges from the edit
room.

"The saddest commentary is
how ultimately these media
themes and images serve to paint
a very vivid picture of low expec-
tations. The fear of setting low
expectations for young girls and
boys is that they may fulfill
them," Winter said. "Television
doesn't just provide entertain-
ment; it instructs teens how they
should look, feel, talk and be-
have. It's time we gave them
something valuable to emulate."

For more visit parentstv.org
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Scripture notes carefully…Scripture notes carefully…Scripture notes carefully…Scripture notes carefully…Scripture notes carefully…
In a recent Brotherhood Bible study

that I attended, Bro. Dean Bush said,
“Scripture notes carefully those who
fight and those who stood idly by.”
Referencing Deborah’s song in Judge’s
5:12-18, he read God’s
record, “Awake,
awake, Deborah:
awake, awake, utter
a song: arise, Barak,
and lead thy captivity
captive,….Out of
Ephraim was there a
root of them against
Amalek; after thee,
Benjamin, among thy
people; out of Machir came down gov-
ernors, and out of Zebulun they that
handle the pen of the writer…the
princes of Issachar were with Deborah;
even Issachar,… the divisions of
Reuben there were great thoughts of
heart. Why abodest thou among the
sheepfolds, to hear the bleatings of the
flocks?...Gilead abode beyond Jordan:
and why did Dan remain in ships?
Asher continued on the sea shore, and
abode in his breaches. Zebulun and
Naphtali were a people that jeoparded
their lives unto the death in the high
places of the field.”

When the opportunity to embrace
victory presented itself, some of the
tribes responded and others stood idly
by. “Scripture notes carefully those
who fight and those who stand idly
by.”  Why did some not respond? Was
it a lack of faith? Was it a lack of
confidence? Was it a lack of concern?
It’s hard to know what the reasons
were but whatever the reasons; scrip-
ture noted carefully those who fought
and those who stand idly by. Thank
you for not standing idly by.

OpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunityOpportunity
God is giving the churches of the

BMA of Mississippi a divine opportu-
nity. By the time you read this, we will
have interviewed our first missionary
applicant. Two other applications are
being processed and interviews tenta-
tively scheduled. I am feeling more
and more confident that we could have
at least three new missionaries on the
field by the midyear meeting in May.

Sixty percent of all BMA of Missis-
sippi churches are located south of
Interstate 20 and east of Interstate 55.
Thirty-two percent are located north
of Highway 82 (which runs from
Greenville to Columbus) and east of
Interstate 55. The gap in the middle is
where a large part of Mississippi’s
growth (according to the 2010 U.S.
Census) has occurred.  We only have
14 churches in this huge growth zone.
Some of the cities in this zone have
grown 60, 80 and 90 percent in the

past ten years.  It will take additional
resources to close this gap.

Offerings in our general fund (Mis-
sions) are up from $63,571.14 to
$85,853.72 as of January 6. We need to
grow this fund to $100,000.00, and
sustain it in order to meet our upcom-
ing missionary activity objectives. If
you have not already done so, please
consider increasing your church or lo-
cal association monthly budgeted
amount to State Missions. This is the
best way to help sustain the work.
Many of you have already done this
and I am very deeply thankful.

Missionary Reports for DecemberMissionary Reports for DecemberMissionary Reports for DecemberMissionary Reports for DecemberMissionary Reports for December
El Camino (The Way)

Bro. Estuardo reported 24 homes
visited and 22 soul
talks, 3 professions of
faith and an average
attendance of 100. His
offerings averaged
$1,225.12 weekly.  El
Camino’s mission
project in Petal is aver-
aging 39 and they had
5 profession of faith.

First Hispanic
Bro. Elvis reports 27 homes visited

and 37 soul talks, 2
professions of faith and
2 baptisms. Their av-
erage attendance is 91.
His offerings averaged
$739.00 weekly.  Bro.
Elvis continues to work
with a new mission
group in Tupelo which
meets in the fellowship hall of South
Green Baptist Church. The Tupelo
mission is averaging 20 each week.

New Heart Mission
Bro. Ray Boone re-

ports 80 homes visited,
28 soul talks, and 39
average in morning
attendance and 22 in
the evening service.
New Heart’s offerings
averaged $382.00
weekly.

Special Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering Received
Below is a list of the offerings we

have received in response to my re-
quest made at the Annual State Asso-
ciation Meeting, since my last article:
First Calhoun – 500.00
Lebanon – 321.00
  (Paul & Hazel Higgins, Carolyn Kelly)

Berean - 106.00
Helton Road – 100.00
Vardaman Street – 900.00
First Shady Grove – 684.00
Ken & Judy Blackwell – 100.00
Geraldine Necaise – 30.00

Rudolph Lind – 30.00
Edward Crowder –  250.00

Thank you and all those who have
helped us get started in the right way.

Follow us…Follow us…Follow us…Follow us…Follow us…
We are on Facebook at BMA of MS

Missions & RLF (be sure to click on the
LIKE button).

P-R-I-D-E
Grandpa used to say that conceit is

the most peculiar disease in the world
- it makes everyone sick, but the one
who's infected. Ain't that the truth! It
reinforces my theory that PRIDE is
the base sin of ALL sins.

What makes a person lie?  Possibly
trying to make themselves look better.
What makes a person kill another per-
son?  They are basically saying that
they are more important than the vic-
tim. What makes a person take any-
thing that doesn't belong to them?
They're saying I'm just as entitled to
that as you are even if you worked and
earned it.

God addresses this in His Word.
Romans 12:3  "For I say, through the
grace given unto me, to every man
that is among you, not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to
think;...."

January 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special Emphasis
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