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March 13, 2008
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Missions Conference
Skyway Hills Baptist Church

Pearl, Mississippi
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Senior Adult Conferences

South Conference
March 27, 2008

Big Creek Baptist Church
Soso, Mississippi

North Conference
May 13, 2008

East Amory Baptist Church
Amory, Mississippi

BMMI Team finds thriving mission
work in Dominican Republic

Pastor Omar Castillo interprets and witnesses with BMMI team
member Buster Warrick.

by Ralph Izard M.D.
BMMI Director

In December, a BMMI team was de-
ployed to the Dominican Republic to revisit
the city of Nagua.  Approximately eleven
years ago a new missionary, Randy Scaggs,
had been led by the Lord to establish a
mission work in a city without a Baptist
church.  The BMMI sent two medical teams
in six months to Nagua and on the second
trip, sixteen year old Omar Castillo invited
Jesus Christ into his heart.  Omar began to
play basketball with missionary Scaggs and
had many questions concerning Christian-
ity.  He was eager to learn and soon began to
witness in the community and became a true
disciple of Jesus Christ.

After graduating from high school, he
enrolled in a conservative seminary in Santo
Domingo and studied with Pastor Ramon
Paulino.  He would return on weekends in
order to continue church services in a build-
ing built by former missionary Scaggs while
he was there.  The Open Door Sunday School
Class of Temple Baptist Church in Little
Rock, Arkansas financed the construction of
a new church building which is now com-
pletely filled on Sundays with over 100
people in attendance.

Pastor Castillo is now 26 years old and he
and his wife, Cynthia, have a two year old
son, Jaycob.  He has matured into a young
man with a burden for the unsaved people in
the small villages outside the city.  The roads
outside of Nagua are very rough and very
difficult to travel especially during the rainy

season.
Pastor Castillo has developed groups in

several villages and needs a 4-wheel drive
vehicle in order to minister to these villages
and develop other groups that have shown an
interest in his ministry.  He would be able to
buy a used vehicle for approximately $11,000
and half of this has been contributed.  Many
of those involved in his ministry have no
means of transportation and this would al-
low him to give assistance to them also.  If
the Lord leads you to become part of the
ministry of a national missionary, then send
your contribution to BMMI, P.O. Box 30910,
Little Rock, Arkansas 72260.

The BMMI
team that served in
the Dominican Re-
public in December
began their work in
Santo Domingo
with Pastor Ramon
Paulino, then trav-
eled to Nagua and
Guzman where
they worked  with
Pastor Omar
Castillo.  Medical
treatment was
given to 1,060 per-
sons plus many who
only received vita-
mins and parasite
medicine with 158
of these accepting
Christ as their per-
sonal Savior.

Report on Midyear Missionary Committee
EDITOR’S NOTE: I was unable to attend
this year’s Missions Symposium in Little
Rock. Dianne Spriggs, editor of the Arkan-
sas Baptist Trumpet, has graciously pro-
vided us with the following report. Thanks
Aunt ‘B’!

The Missionary Committee met January

9, with a good crowd present. After a devo-
tional by Jamie Jones, pastor of First Baptist
Church at Matthews, Missouri, and the seat-
ing of 11 new committeemen, the committee
went right to work approving the following
business:
• Sam Husser was elected as North Ameri-

can Missionary/
Church Planter to
serve in Slidell,
Louisiana. He has
been in the ministry
for over 35 years, has
pastored several
churches and served
in full time evange-
lism. “I worked in
Slidell over 25 years ago, and my heart is still
there,” said Husser. “I felt called to go back
there, where thousands are unchurched or
lost, to build a church for the
glory of the Lord.” He and his wife, the
former Sue Landry, have two children.
• The “status” of Alexander Chepurnoy was
changed from associate missionary to full-
partnership missionary. He is serving as a
Russian church planter in Minnesota, where
over 60,000 Russian-speaking immigrants
reside. He is also a speaker for Lifeword’s
Russian Program. He and his wife, Elena,
have six children.
• Approval of the 2008 budget, which totals
$5,576,846, an increase of $142,151
(2.62%). The budget does not include any
salary increases or new missionaries that
could be elected (approved) at the annual
BMA meeting in April. The budgetary needs

total $15,279.03 per day. Bro. Higgs also
noted that with the declining value of the
American dollar, American and national
missionaries overseas are actually taking
“pay cuts.” Bro. Higgs also announced the
resignations of two for-
eign missionaries:
• Wayne Ely, serves in
Honduras, will come off
the field April 30. He was
elected as a BMAA Mis-
sionary in 1990. He and
his wife, Darla, have four
children.
• Jennifer Bullock,
American Support Missionary serving in
Beirut, Lebanon, has also resigned. She was

Sam & Sue Husser

Wayne Ely

continued on page 2



2 January 15, 2008 •  Mississippi Baptist

News articles should contain information
that will be of interest to the general

public who are not members of the church
that is reporting.

CHURCH NEWS

elected as a missionary in 2004 and
has been working with Arab women
in the region. She is the daughter of
Danny Bullock, pastor of First Bap-
tist Church at McNeil.

Still To Come
Bro. Higgs announced that sev-

eral couples have felt God’s lead-
ing to begin new works, and they
are being “processed.” He hopes
that by the time of the BMA of
America meets in Waco, Texas, April 21-23, they will be
presented for approval so they can begin working where they
feel called to serve. He also announced that the department’s
new web site should be ready by the national meeting.

Jennifer Bullock

Missions Report
from page 1

CHILDREN'S
HOME

118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-
3928

SIDNEY DAVIS
DIRECTOR

Food and Miscellaneous Rally
It was good to be with the Washington Baptist Association

which met with the Corinth Baptist Church
near Lucedale and Pastor Jeff Bass on De-
cember 14 for their annual rally for the
Children’s Home.  I had the opportunity to
give a report on the ministry of the Home,
the children rendered special music and I
delivered a message from God’s Word.  We
want to say “thank you” to each church and
individual who helped make this rally a
good success.

Church Visit
We were with the Grace Baptist Church near Saucier and

Pastor B. J. Sullivan on Sunday, December 16 during their
morning worship services.  The children rendered special
music and I shared a message from God’s Word.  Afterwards
we enjoyed a good meal together and fellowship. The chil-
dren were then presented gifts by various members of the
church.

Recent Visits at Home
On December 10, we had a visit from some of the youth

at Good Hope Baptist Church near Stringer. On December
11 we had a visit from Derby Place Baptist Church near
Poplarville.  Then on December 17 we had a visit from the
youth of the Vardaman Street Baptist Church in Wiggins.

At this time of the year many of you have given in sharing
with the children so that they might have a joyous and happy
Christmas.  We are grateful for the presents and offerings that
have been given.  Thank you for your thoughtfulness shown
to the boys and girls at this special time of the year.

Jesus Could Come in 2008
What a tremendous thought! Can you only imagine?  Time

waits for no one.  This may be the year.  May we use the time
God has given us wisely.  I Thessalonians 5:6 says, “There-
fore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be
sober.”

If you really want to make wise use of your life, then live
in the light of the return of Jesus Christ.  You know, He may
come in 2008 for His own.  After all, one day all of us shall
stand before the Lord!

Wearthy I. Shank

Bethel, Fulton
A warm Christian hello from all of us at Bethel.  The Senior

Youth visited the Ronald McDonald house in Memphis on the
1st.  They helped fix dinner for the parents of the patients there.
Thanks to all who helped in this.  The church put up a Christmas
tree to be trimmed in hats, gloves, scarfs, and blankets for the
patients at the Ronald McDonald house.

The GMA's had a fund raiser of different pies, cakes, and
frozen desserts on the 2nd.  On December 3rd the "Mom's After
God's Own Heart" group delivered goody bags to the new
moms at the Women's Hospital in Tupelo then enjoyed a meal
at Harvey's.  The Harmony Association met at Emmanuel in
Tupelo on the 7th.  Awana Kids Christmas Caroling and pizza
party was held on the 14th. Thanks to all who made this
possible.  On the 15th Brotherhood, WMA, Galileans, and
GMAs delivered goody bags to the needy and shut-ins.

The adult choir presented "On This Very Night" under the
direction of Bro. Andy Tatum on the 16th, it was enjoyed by all.
Our WMA met on the 19th for their annual Christmas program
followed by fellowship and food.  On the 30th the Brotherhood
had breakfast at 7 am.  The speaker was a missionary from the
Touched by an Angel ministries in Tupelo.  They also spon-
sored a Stew and Chili Supper as one of their fundraisers.

When you are in our area always feel free to stop and chat for
awhile. There have been 6 additions since our last report.

Dr. Martin Jameson, pastor
Joyce Cooley, reporter

Wearth Shank retires
Cane Market Road Baptist Church, Denham Springs, Loui-

siana, announces the retirement of their
pastor, Bro. Wearthy I. Shank, effec-
tive March 16, 2008. Any pastor inter-
ested in serving in this [Baton Rouge]
area, please send a resume to Cane
Market Road Baptist Church, 35652
Cane Market Rd., Denham Springs,
LA 70706.

The Denham Springs/Walker area
is in the second fastest growing parish
in Louisiana. The community in the
near proximity of the church is build-
ing new homes by the hundreds. The
potential for church growth is tremen-
dous with the right man of God in this
place.

Wilderness, Vicksburg.
Since our last report we enjoyed a wonderful "Old Time"

revival in November with Bro. Mike Moore, pastor of Oakland
as our evangelist. We enjoyed special music and old hymn
singing led by Ken Gibson of Mounds, Louisiana. Our revival
coincided with our 25th anniversary as a church with dinner on
the grounds and an afternoon of singing and testimonies.

We were privileged to host the Capitol Association meeting
with us the next Friday night with good attendance. In Decem-
ber, along with Oakland Baptist Church, we were able to enjoy
the visits and presentations of Brother Jeff Franks and his wife,
Coleen, both missionaries to the Ukraine. We enjoyed a spiri-
tual Christmas season and prayed in the New Year at a member's
house. We are looking forward to the visit by Steve Crocker and
his family, missionaries to Mongolia, in February along with
Oakland, here in Vicksburg.

We want to thank Brother Mike Moore for working with us
to do the Lord's work and share visits of various persons as
opportunity arises. I-20 crosses the great Mississippi here at
Vicksburg and the two churches, Oakland and Wilderness,
welcome visits from workers of our National or State work that
can stop by. The Lord has blessed us with three wonderful
additions by letter since our last report. May the Lord bless all

of our sister churches .
Bob Conrad, pastor.

Mid Central Association Meeting
On November 17, 2007, the regular Mid-Central Associa-

tion Meeting was held at Magnolia Heights Baptist Church in
Forest, Mississippi.  Bro. Bobby Carr lead the congregation in
singing of  “Redeemed.”  We were blessed with special singing
from Turner Hollingsworth (Amazing Grace); Judy Carr &
Faye Lanthrip (Life’s Railway to Heaven); April Ezell (In The
Presence); Sherry Hollingsworth (Under His Wings); and The
Magnolia Girls (Jesus Hold My Hand).

Bro. Bill Raines delivered a wonderful message on “Living
a Life that’s Pleasing to God.” Bro. Ronnie Williamson gave
the Hand of Appreciation to Bro. Raines.  Bro. Bobby Carr
opened the meeting in prayer. There were twenty-two in
attendance.  Bro. Bobby Carr read the minutes and Bro. Gene
Therrell gave the Treasurer’s Report.  A great time of food and
fellowship was enjoyed by all in attendance. The next Mid
Central Association Meeting will be held at Mt. Olive Baptist
Church on January 19, 2008 at 7:00 P.M.

Joyce Williamson, Reporter
Bill Raines, Moderator

Harmony Association
The Harmony Association met January 11,at Farmagtion

Cornith with Bro. Frank Panzrino as moderator. Bro. Tony
gave the welcome and led in prayer. After a special in song.
Bro. Roy Minor brought the message from Acts 26:13 "Without
Jesus where would we be?”
There was 6 churches with 42 present. There is a change in the
meeting for our February meeting. It will be at Ripley with  Bro.
Elivs Garica with the March meeting at Mantaticie. Mrs.
Rogers Akers spoke about the WMA and Bro. Roger Akers led
in closing prayer.

The December meeting was hosted by Emanuel Baptist
Church. Bro. Doyle Moore, missionary to the Philippines
brought our message and gave a report on his work. There were
49 present and we enjoyed a good meeting.

Lisa Wilemon, reporter

Tombigbee Association
The December meeting was held at Mt. Pleasant Baptist

Church. The church served a good meal before the meeting.
Bro. & Mrs. Doyle Moore were present and reported on their
work in the Philippines. The have started a Baptist college and
have over 50 full time supportive churches.

Bro. Gary O’Neal brought the evening message.
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Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

New Year
At the time of this report, we are

preparing for the new year and new
semester of classes.

It seems to me each time we
begin a new year that the Lord is
giving us an opportunity to start
over and try to improve over the
year before. I trust that I personally
can be closer to the Lord, grow
spiritually, and be able to serve Him
more faithfully. Pray with us that
Southeastern Baptist College will
have an even better year than in
2007.

We experienced and enjoyed
many of the Lord’s blessings last
year and expect Him to continue to
lead and use us. We ask that the
Lord’s people, churches, and asso-
ciations pray for the college and
help us any way you can.

Honors List
The following is a list of students

who were on the President’s list and

An Inspiring and Practical Study of
Ephesians Awaits You in Sunday School

Dean’s list for the Fall semester,
2007. We congratulate each of these
students and recognize their dili-
gent work.

President’s List
Brianna Barnard, 4.0;  John Kelly,

4.0;  Jason Howard, 4.0; Tony
McKeller, 4.0; and Wendell
McMahon, 4.0.

Dean’s List
Jacob McKenzie, 3.84; Acy Bar-

ber, 3.81; Timothy Buchanan, 3.80;
Jared Stockman, 3.80; Dana Will-
iams, 3.80; Grant Shields, 3.75;
Kimberly McBryar, 3.63; Amantha
Shelton, 3.63; Wanda Walker, 3.54;
Richard Clark, 3.50.

Memorial Gifts
Contributions have been sent re-

cently to purchase books to be placed
in the college library in memory of
Mr. Donald D. Evers, Mrs. Bobbye
Nell Fowler, Mrs. Quay Jones

Hester, Mr. Johnny Williamson, Mr.
Ray Hodge, and Mr. Bobby Young.
We appreciate those who remem-
ber their loved ones in this way, and
we pray for God’s blessings to be on
each of these families.

College Foundation
Another generous contribution

has recently been received for the
College Foundation. This Founda-
tion continues to grow and is pro-
viding funds to the operation of the
college. Thanks to all who support
the college in this way.

A Graduate of Southeastern
Baptist College Passes Away

All of us at the college express
our sympathy to the family of Mr.
John S. Anderson, 52, of Purvis,
Mississippi, who passed away on
December 17, 2007. John was a
special person who was loved and
respected by all of us and the stu-
dents who knew him. In 2000 at the
age of 45, he decided to return to
college, and in 2002 he graduated
from Southeastern Baptist College
with an Associate of Arts degree.

He is survived by his wife of 28
years, Mrs. Martha E. Anderson;
daughter, Cerise Anderson Smith,
her husband, Eddy Smith, and their
son, Samuel Jacob Smith; daughter,
Sheri A. Anderson; brother, Bill
Anderson. May the Lord bless their
family.

The spring quarter
(March-May) is one
unit in the Compass
Curriculum of
DiscipleGuide Church
Resources and is en-
titled, “A Pocket Guide
to the Christian Faith.”
This title captures the
nature of Ephesians —
concise and yet pro-
found and comprehen-
sive in telling Chris-
tians of their relation-
ship to God and their
duties in serving Him.

The quarter begins
with six lessons treat-
ing “pocket-guide
pages” that inform be-
lievers of their incalcu-
lable blessings “in
Christ Jesus,” the key
phrase to the doctrinal
teaching in Ephesians
1-3. It concludes with
seven “pocket-guide
entries” from Ephesians 4-6 that
instruct those who are “in Christ
Jesus” in holy living that corre-
sponds with such a status.

These studies will stimulate wor-
ship and thanksgiving as Christians
comprehend the fullness of their
relationship to God in Christ. And it
will pointedly challenge them to
“walk worthy of the vocation” they
enjoy in Christ — in the church, in
the world, in the home, in the work-
place, and in spiritual warfare.

Six familiar publications bearing
new names introduced in the winter
will assist churches as they look into
Ephesians as “A Pocket Guide to
the Christian Faith.”

Compass, written by Ken Adams,
a member of the Compass Curricu-
lum Committee, is the key student
quarterly formerly known as Adult
Sunday School. It is available in a
large-print edition as well as the
standard size.

Compass Discovery equips
classes, small groups, and individu-
als to work through Ephesians in a
discovery-learning process. The
spring writer is Dr. Ronnie Johnson,
professor of Christian education at
the Baptist Missionary Association
Theological Seminary. This publi-
cation was previously called the
Bible Discovery Guide.

Compass Teacher, once known
as The Advancer, offers adult Sun-
day School teachers lesson plans
that involve students in active par-
ticipation in the study of Ephesians.
They were prepared by Allan Eakin,
director of education and outreach
at Park Place Baptist Church,
Bryant, Arkansas.

Compass Resources is the packet
of visuals once named the Adult
Teacher’s Resource Kit. Allan Eakin
planned these teaching posters to
correlate with the lesson plans in
Compass Teacher.

The Compass E-Kit reformats
the Compass line of publications in
digital form. It enables teachers to
present visuals as PowerPoint slides
or overhead transparencies, to print
reproducible handouts from a com-
puter and to copy and paste excerpts
from Compass and Compass
Teacher into their teaching notes.

All Compass publications are
available from DiscipleGuide by
mail (P. O. Box 7270, Texarkana,
Texas 75505-7270), by phone (1-
800-333-1442), or by Internet
(www.discipleguide.org).

Editor’s Note: The following is taken from the latest issue of “The Gleaner” magazine from the BMA
of America Missions Department. We will be highlighting various missions endeavors for the next two
months as our National Missions Department promotes “50 Days of Prayer and Giving.”

by Charles Costa
BMAA Middle East Coordinator

Introduction
According to Wikipedia, “The

history of Islam in the United States
starts in the 18th century. Once very
small, the Muslim population has
increased greatly in the last 100
years. How much it has increased is
unclear, there is much controversy
over recent estimates of the Muslim
population in the United States.
Much of the growth has been driven
by immigration. Up to one-third of
America Muslims are African

eral, state, and local prisons - with
30,000 - 40,000 being added to the
number each year.’”

According to a 2004 telephone
survey of a sample of 1,846 Mus-
lims conducted by the polling orga-
nization Zogby, the respondents
claim to be more educated and af-
fluent than the national average, with
50 percent of them claiming to hold
at least an undergraduate college
degree. Muslims in the United States
are generally believed to be more
assimilated than Muslims in Eu-
rope. A Pew Research Center sur-
vey, however, also found that some

subgroups of America’s Islamic
community - specifically, younger
Muslims and African-American
Muslims - are somewhat more likely
than the group as a whole to be open
to extremism. African-American
Muslims also were far more likely
to feel alienated from the culture
and suspicious of the government.

In 2005, according to the New
York Times, more people from
Muslim countries became legal per-
manent United States residents -
nearly 96,000 - than in any year in
the previous two decades.

There is no accurate count of the
number of Muslims in the United
States, as the U.S. Census Bureau
does not collect data on religious
identification. There is an on-going
debate as to the true size of the
Muslim population in America.
Various institutions and organiza-
tions have given widely varying es-

continued on page 4

Jerry Kidd

A BMA Response to the Growth of Islam in the USA
Americans who
have converted to
Islam during the
last 70 years, first
into the Nation of
Islam and then into
mainstream Sunni
Islam. According
to the testimony of Dr. Michael
Waller before the U.S. Senate, the
conversion of convicted inmates in
American prisons ‘is a major con-
tributor to the phenomenal growth
of Islam in the U.S.’ He has testified
that, “There are approximately
350,000 Muslim converts in Fed-

Will We Reach Out to Muslims in America?
By Jerry Kidd, Director of Operations: Europe,

Asia, Africa, Australia
One of the fastest growing religions movements in

America is the Islamic faith. Many have described its
growth as “phenomenal.” The most reliable source
that we can find estimates about 2.4 million Muslims
are living in the United States today. Is the BMAA
ready to reach out to these souls for Christ?

The following article contains startling informa-
tion, a bold challenge, and a well designed plan for
our churches to be on the cutting edge of Muslim

evangelization. If we accept the chal-
lenge, it will thrust us into a spiritual
battle that will definitely be the most
exciting and at the same time the most
challenging endeavor we have ever
undertaken. A program of this magni-
tude and a plan with this level of spiri-
tual intensity will make us open targets
for our spiritual adversary. Are we up
to the task? Will we reach out to Mus-
lims in America?

Charles Costa
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"...and jumping up and down when you preach
doesn't count as aerobic exercise!"

Yes, I Am In The Office
Someone asked me recently if I was ever in the

office. I answered that I am in the office every
day. The office of the Mississippi Baptist is cur-
rently being run from the pastor's office of Big
Creek Baptist Church, Soso, Mississippi.

When I first was elected editor in 1978 the
office was the den of my home on the coast. After
a couple of years my wife and I accepted jobs with
Southeastern Baptist College in Laurel. The 'of-
fice' of the paper was then located on the campus
of SBC.

The office was moved on more than one
occasion. We left the college and located in the old Missions Office.
We left that location and moved back across the street to the
college. We left that one again and moved back to the Missions
Office.

When the Missions Department built the new complex, room was
made for this department along with the Youth Department and
others.

We still have our space reserved in the Missions Complex. Most
of our records and some furniture and equipment are located there.
We still "use" the office space in the Missions Complex.

At the 2007 annual meeting of the BMA of Mississippi permission
was given for this editor to continue in this job while pastoring the
good people of Big Creek Baptist Church. Most of my office time is
at the church. All of the work as editor is also taken care of in the
church office. As these words are being typed, I am sitting in the
pastor's office at Big Creek.

Am I ever in the office? Yes - I am always in the office. The location
has changed, but the work has not.

In reference to the office - our phone number has not changed.
The number we have had for over 20 years is still our phone number.
To reach this editor for any reason you still call 601-426-3293.
Thanks to modern technology I carry the paper's phone with me 24
hours a day - in my pocket.

Do you need to get in touch with the editor? Just call the office.

Vern Holifield
Bro. Vern D. Holifield is available

for pulpit supply. Bro. Holifield has
served is a number of positions over
the years and is currently the Direc-
tor of the Commission on Senior
Adults for the BMA of Mississippi. He
may be contacted at 601-729-3198.

Dale Broom
Bro. Dale Broom has recently re-

signed as pastor and is available for
service as the Lord may lead. He
may reached at the following phone
numbers: 602-731-2389 or 601- 818-
2918.

Freddy Mills
Bro. Freddy Mills, 58, is available

for pastoral or pulpit supply. He has
been preaching for 23 years and is a
member of Bethel Baptist Church,
Bassfield. He may be reached at
601-441-4057.

Alan Smith
Bro. Alan Smith is available for

service. He may be reached at 601-
422-9641. He is a member of
Fairview Baptist Church, Laurel
where Bro. Harry Burge is pastor.

Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Sofilthy's
Attic
by Barbara

White

PILL POPPERS
It seems that the older we get

the more we have to rely on
medications just to keep us go-
ing and so we become "pill pop-
pers".

I came across the following
poem the other day and I have
no idea where it came from but
thought some of you might iden-
tify with it.

SPECIAL POEM
FOR SENIOR CITIZENS!

A row of bottles on my shelf

Caused me to analyze myself.
One yellow pill I have to pop

Goes to my heart so it won't stop.

A little white one that I take
Goes to my hands so

they won't shake.

The blue ones that I use a lot
Tell me I'm happy when I'm not.

The purple pill goes to my brain

And tells me that I have no pain.
The capsules tell me not to wheeze

Or cough or choke or even sneeze.

The red ones, smallest of them all
Go to my blood so I won't fall.

The orange ones, very big and bright

Prevent my leg cramps in the night.
Such an array of brilliant pills

Helping to cure all kinds of ills.
But what I'd really like to know.....

Is what tells each one where to go!

timates about how many Muslims
live in the United States. The fol-
lowing are a few recent studies:

1.1 million(2001) - City Univer-
sity of New York, American Reli-
gious Identification Survey (0.5
percent of national adult popula-
tion)

1.6 million (2000) - Glenmary
Research Center (0.5 percent of
national population)

1.9 million (2001) - American
Jewish Committee (0.7 percent of
national population)

2.0 million (2000) - Hartford In-
stitute of Religious Research (0.7
percent of national population)

4.7 million (2005) - Encyclope-
dia Britannica Book of the Year
(1.5 percent of national population)

6.7 million (1997) - J. Ilyas Ba-
Yunus (2.2 percent of national popu-
lation)

(1 percent of population) (2002)
- CIA World Fact book

2.35 million (2007) - Pew Re-
search Center (Newsweek used this
number in its latest issue on Islam in
the United States)

The 2007 Pew Survey of Muslim
Americans finds two-thirds of the
Muslim-Africans are foreign born.
Among the foreign-born, most have
immigrated since 1990. Of the
roughly one-third of Muslim-Ameri-
cans who are native-born, the ma-
jority are converts and African-
American.

There are only 1,209 mosques in
the United States, almost as many as
the churches of the BMAA.

Action Plan
In my visits to a number of BMAA

churches, it became evident that
BMAA people have no awareness
of this rising tide of Islam. The
terms they use in describing Mus-
lims and the middling of facts and
information are only the veneer of
total un-preparedness to face this
reality. Islam is the fastest-growing
religion in the United States. It pre-
sents Americans with a cheap alter-
native to Christianity while preserv-
ing the pleasures of sin under a
religious umbrella.

If Europe is any guide, the United
States can see Islam turn into a
major religious player within the
next 50 years. Although the general
sentiment is anti-Islamic, the num-
ber of conversions betray an under-
lying reality of greater tolerance,
and even acceptance, of Islam as a
legitimate religion and, therefore, a
legitimate substitute to Christian-
ity. With hypocrisy rampant within
the Christian church leadership (re-
fer to the Roman Catholic child
abuse scandal and the Evangelical

Response to the
Growth of Islam

from page 3

continued on page 8
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Commission on Senior Adults
Vern D.Holifield, Director

4226 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440

Here  we are in a brand new year.
I trust that all the readers of the
Mississippi Baptist Paper have had
a blessed Christmas season.  We
wish for you a prosperous New Year.
We had a good Christmas at our
house.

The New Year
Let us be sure that our Spiritual

vision for 2008 is good and clear.
We must make our Christian re-
solve certain and Scriptural.  Our
goal must be to do God's Will.  The
Devil will seek to side track us.  He
will strive to make us take our eyes
off the main thing. Our BMA
Churches must be committed to
reaching lost sinners.  That means
the members must get involved in
reaching  the lost.  Missions must be
our mission.

The church must determine to
minister to all the members in the
church in 2008.  I have never advo-
cated that the church minister to
their Senior Adults and forget all
the other members. There is a place
and work for all ages.  It takes orga-
nization and it takes participation.
The Commission urges  all our
churches to organize and maintain
an active ministry to their Seniors.
Leadership is the key in all areas of
the work.  The pastor cannot do it
all. Yet, the pastor must be the pas-
tor and the shepherd of all the flock.

A Special Effort
The Commission plans to give

special recognition to our BMA
preachers as they reach fifty years in
the ministry.  A letter is in the mail
explaining this effort.  A form is
included in the letter  to be filled in
and returned to the office as soon as
possible.  The letter will explain.
Those who qualify will be recog-
nized at the 2008 Conferences. A
nice plaque will be presented as
well.

Church Visits
We enjoyed a visit to Broadmoor

Baptist Church, Meridian.  This was
the first time I preached since my
surgery.  I made it ok.  We visited
Springhill Baptist Church, Laurel
and enjoyed their Christmas Can-
tata.

Conferences
The 2008 Conferences are

planned and I am already excited
about what the Lord is going to give
us in these great meetings.  The
South Conference will held at the
Big Creek Baptist Church, High-
way 84 West, Soso.   Brother Don
Brown is the pastor.  Brother Grady
Higgs will be our speaker.  The
North Conference will be held at the
East Amory Baptist Church, Amory.
Brother Roger Akers is the pastor.
Dr. Charley Holmes will be our
speaker.  Great music, wonderful
preaching, sweet fellowship, and
good food  will be enjoyed.  We are
praying for and pushing for full
houses in these great meetings.

Art Johnson

Former Missionary Dies

Art Johnson

Arthur F. (Art) Johnson, 72,
former North American BMA mis-
sionary, died January 5, in
Pensacola,
Florida, after
a brief bout
with cancer.
He surren-
dered to the
ministry in
1957 at
E a s t s i d e
B a p t i s t
Church in
S h e f f i e l d ,
Alabama and attended Central Bap-
tist College in Arkansas. During his
ministry, he pastored 10 churches,
including Westwood Baptist Church
at Fort Walton Beach, Florida, where
he retired in September 2006. At 5
of those churches, and for 23 years,
he served as a BMA interstate mis-
sionary. He and his wife also estab-

lished two Christian bookstores,
operated a Men’s Resident Addic-
tion Recovery Ministry, organized
Bench Mark Ministries (a witness-
ing training program) and two day
care programs. He was also certi-
fied as teacher/trainer in Evange-
lism Explosion.

Survivors include his wife of 52
years, Shirley Skates Johnson; three
sisters, Judy Thornton, Ruth Jack-
son and Linda Hinton; and one
brother, John Johnson. Funeral ser-
vices were held January 8, at Faith
Chapel Funeral Home in Pensacola,
with interment at Whitfield Memo-
rial Garden in Dalton, Georgia.

Memorial contributions may be
made to Lifeword Broadcast Minis-
tries, P.O. Box 6, Conway, Arkan-
sas 72033; or Parkview Baptist
Church, 119 Rosalyn Way,
Pensacola, Florida 32505.

-From Baptist Trumpet

Arkansas church
seeks pastor

Mount Union Baptist Church
of El Dorado, Arkansas, is seek-
ing a pastor with a vision to bring
the lost to Christ. Please send
resumes to mubc74@yahoo.com
or mail to Mount Union Pastor
Search, 152 Mount Union Cutoff,
El Dorado, AR 71730.

What do you think of when you
hear the word, “escape”?

Here are a couple of definitions…
Escape; “to break away from the
routine and demanding tasks in life,"
to regroup, reassess, and recharge.”
That is the goal for the Great Es-
cape.

DiscipleGuide’s Annual Great
Escape Conference is designed for
those who minister to students. The
Great Escape is an intimate time
built with you and your spouse in
mind. It is a weekend that is pro-
duced by Student Pastors for Stu-
dent Pastors. It is an opportunity to
be challenged, equipped, and en-

DiscipleGuide
Offers Student Workers Great Escape!

February 28-March 1
Chateau on the Lake, Branson, Missouri

couraged! We know what you do
and what you face. We live right
where you live. We understand your
needs, and our heart is to meet those
needs. It’s a unique conference in a
unique setting designed for those
ministering to unique people… stu-
dents!

This year the theme for the Great
Escape is “Wisdom.”  Darren Neely,
Directional Pastor of Indian Springs
Baptist Church in Bryant, Arkansas
is coming in to share wisdom about
the nuts and bolts on developing a
growing and vibrant student minis-
try as well as how to balance a
healthy family life. Terry Kimbrow,

President of Central Baptist Col-
lege, Conway, Arkansas will speak
about the needs that we have in our
marriages. Jason Hughes, a licensed
professional counselor, will give
wisdom to us about dealing with the
deep needs that our students are
facing today in a healthy and safe
way. Lendell Black will be leading
us in worship. There will be time to
share ideas with others who have
given their lives ministering to stu-
dents. It promises to be a “Great
Escape!”

Information is available on the
DiscipleGuide Website at
www.discipleguide.com or
www.bma-dcm.org. Cost is $50 per
person by February 8. Make your
reservations today at Chateau on
the Lake by calling 888-333-5253
to secure the group rate of $89. Call
the DCM office with any questions
at 501-513-3726. Pastors please
encourage your Student Pastor or
Volunteer Youth Leader and their
spouse to be a part of the Great
Escape and help them get there! It
will bless them and ultimately bless
your church! Meet you at the Great
Escape.

2008 Pastor's Retreat
February 25-26, 2008

Skyway Hill Baptist Church
Pearl Mississippi

Theme
The Local Church in Global Missions

Matthew 28: 19-20

Three speakers will be selected from the attendees.
The fee for the retreat will be $25.00.

Registration will begin at 1:00 P.M.on Monday, February 25.

Pastors, mark your calendars now and
plan to attend this retreat!
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Mississippi State WMA
Mrs. Jean Knight, President

27 Paramount Church Rd., Perkinston, MS 39573
601-928-3764

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443

P.O. Box 4247, Laurel, Mississippi 39441 • 601-649-0502
Email - bmayouth@comcast.net

LATRELLE WINDHAM
DIRECTOR

Summer Camps 2008

Tombigbee, Judson Camp
June 2, 3, 4, 2008
Place: Tombigbee State Park, Tupelo

Harmony Camp
June 16, 17, 18, 2008
Place: Tishomingo State Park, Tishomingo

South Central Junior Camp
June 25, 26, 27, 2008
Place: Laurel Area
Assemblies at Southeastern Baptist College, Laurel
Guest: Thomas Family, A Heart For Home Ministry

Motels:
Ramada Inn of Laurel
Rooms $79.00 per night, Single (1 bed) Double (2 beds)
Cut-off-Date this rate: Sunday, June 15, 2008
Each church responsible for your reservation

Comfort Suites: Suites (1 bed) Double (2 beds)
Rooms: Single $83.00 per night: Double - $83.00
Cut-Off-Date this rate: Wednesday, June 11, 2008
Each church responsible for your reservations

State Junior High Senior Camp
July 9, 10, 11, 2008
Place: Laurel Area
Assemblies at Southeastern Baptist College
Guest Speaker: Travis Plumlee
Music: Brandon Wilson

Motels:
Ramada Inn of Laurel
Rooms $79.99 per night, Single (1 bed), Double (2 beds)
Cut-Off-Date this rate: Sunday, June 15, 2008
Each church responsible for your reservations

Comfort Suites: Suites (1 bed), Double (2 beds)
Rooms: Single $80.00 per night, Double $90.00
Cut-Off-Date this rate: Wednesday, June 25, 2008
Each church responsible for your reservations

Camp fee of $25.00 per person will be charged for the
South Central Junior Camp and the state Junior High, Senior
Camp. This will be taken at Southeastern Baptist College
before the first evening assembly of each camp. (More
information concerning camp will mailed)

National WMA news
The Missions Symposium this week was GREAT! I wish

all of you could have been there.  Each Missionary that spoke
moved our hearts.  Let's continue to remember all of our
Missionaries in prayer.

For the WMA, an additional unexpected highlight of the
symposium was the special offering taken up for our project.
The offering taken on Tuesday night was over $3,000.00 !
Add to this the amount collected from the T-shirts and caps
that the Missions Office sold and the CD's that Anita Akers
made and sold for a total amount of over $5,000.00 collected
in the two and half days we were in Little Rock.  Our people
are so generous.  This project is a great challenge, but let's
remember the possible results.  No dollar amount can be
placed on the persons that can be reached by these efforts.

I also wanted to pass on this note from Anita to all of you.
I know how Anita feels.  When given the opportunity to
speak, you never know what the response will be.  This is how
I felt when the BMA of Missouri made a generous contribu-
tion in October.  It shouldn't, but it just amazes you at how our
people will respond so generously.  Thank you so much.

Janet Widger

Note from Anita Akers
Hi Janet,

I gave a brief report on our meeting to our local associa-
tion, the Tombigbee Association.  Praise the Lord, they voted
to send $1,000 for the national project.  Hopefully, the
individual churches will give also. The Harmony Associa-
tion meets tonight in Corinth (about 50 miles away) and their
moderator is allowing time for me to give a report there.

Thanks, Anita

Family Ark
Ministries
Travis Plumlee

www.travisplumlee.com

Purity Is Not An Option
Purity is not an option. It is a necessity to be embraced.

Purity is not just for teenagers. It is for all Christians. I just
finished back to back weekends at camps on Purity for
Teenagers. We had an “all guys” weekend, followed by an
“all girls” weekend. I
have 3 more in a row to
do. But before I continue,
let me tell you I was very
pleased with these young
people. We often can get
so discouraged seeing
teens in the culture
around us. Sometimes I
wonder what hope the
future has for this coun-
try. Then, I meet around 200 teens like those at this purity
weekend. I am encouraged. I think we should all be encour-
aged.

Not all teens are out of control. There are many good ones.
Some of these young people traveled for several hours to get
there. They came from Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, and all
over Arkansas. None of them had to be escorted out and
reprimanded. They listened with respect. They took notes.
They answered questions. They were very active in setting
boundaries on purity in their smaller discussion groups.
These young people are our best hope that someone will be
around in the future to raise the blood stained banner of
Calvary and go fight hell.

However, purity is not just for teens, but for all Christians.

We all have to set boundaries to guard our treasure known as
purity. II Corinthians 7:1 states, “Having therefore these
promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear
of God.” Purity goes far beyond sexual intimacy. Purity of
thought, of heart, and soul. Scripture teaches us to guard our
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:7.
Scripture teaches us to take all of our thought life captive unto
the Lord. II Corinthians 10:5. We need to establish bound-
aries of behavior at church, work, school, home and interac-
tion with all others.

Our goal is not to see how close we can get to the fire
without getting burned. Our goal should be how far away do
we stand from the fire so that we are safe and don’t get
burned. Dance close to the fire of impurity and you will get
burned. The longer you stand close to the fire, the more
damage is done to your heart. The
more your soul is disfigured. And
whether it is two married people at
work, or two teens on a date, we
have to set our boundaries in ad-
vance. The worst time to set purity
boundaries is when we think we are
going too far. In the heat of the fire
is the wrong time to say, we better
stop and set boundaries. To be suc-
cessful in your pursuit of purity,
you should set personal boundaries
now. You should set family bound-
aries as well, and hold everyone
accountable to those standards.

One of the young ladies at the
purity conference shared a very good point with the whole
group. We were setting boundaries on hugging others. She
said it is not only how close you get to the other person with
the hug, but what are you thinking about when you are
hugging. Purity of thought life is just as important as actual
physical purity. That is why in II Corinthians 7:1 it tells us to
get rid of all the filthiness in our bodies and our spirit.

You may say that you will walk out of a movie when it gets
too bad. But you are already in the fire. You are already
filling your mind with ungodly thoughts. What exactly is too
bad? When do you get up and walk out? What is your
boundary? How about setting a boundary of not going. You
can check on-line and see with all these Christian web sites
exactly how bad a movie is before you go.

We have to be separated from the world as Christians. We
have to guard our purity like it is a treasure from God. It is.
Therefore, we have to be diligent and aggressive in protect-
ing what He has given us. We can have fun. We can go and
do fun things. But we must always have clear boundaries as
to what is fun , versus what is harmful to our purity walk. We
may need to look at what we listen to in the arena of music.
We have to watch what we take in through our mind’s eyes
in terms of books, movies, video games, and especially the
Internet. There is a pornography addiction sweeping the
Christian community on the Internet. There are far too many
Christian parents who allow their teens to get on Face Book
and My Space with no monitoring. The pictures on you’re
My Space page is a reflection of who you are. We are known
by the company we keep. Your friends, adult or teen, will
have a great impact upon who you become as a Christian.

Every time your cell phone rings, some of you have
ungodly music playing as your ring tone. Everyone within ear
shot can hear your testimony when your phone rings. We all
need to look at the big things, and the little things regarding
our daily purity walk. It may be easier to set boundaries on
sexual intimacy. It may be more of a challenge to think about
who we hang with, or who we allow to put their picture on our
web site.

Possess purity. It is a Treasure. Be a vessel of honor for the
Lord, not dishonor. Go after it, gather it up. Use wisdom as
your guide. Is that a wise thing to be doing?

March 13, 2008
BMA of Mississippi

Missions Conference
Skyway Hills Baptist Church

Pearl, Mississippi
8:30 am - 8:30 pm

Purity of
thought life

is just as
 important

as actual
 physical

purity
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BMA of Mississippi

Missions
Department
4226 Highway 15 North, Laurel, MS 39440
601-428-8616
Rayburn Freeman, Director

Freeman

New Year’s Greetings from the Mission’s Office! Isn’t it
a great privilege to have another year to serve our Lord?
Every year that passes brings us nearer to His Coming!

The Mission’s Office held a Christmas Brunch in honor of
our state department leaders on December 20th. We enjoyed
a devotional thought by Bro. Sidney Davis and a beautiful
solo from Bro. Latrelle Windham.

Speakers are now being selected for the 2008 Missions
and Evangelistic Conference which will be held on March
13th at Skyway Hills Baptist Church in Pearl, Mississippi.
Please make every effort to attend. Our speakers for this year
will be announced in the Mississippi Baptist. Pray with us
that God will bless and the 2008 Missions conference will be
the best conference yet!

Homestretch, Cleveland
On Sunday January 6, 2008, Faye and I visited with the

Homestretch Mission and Missionary Ed Duvall. Bro. Duvall
preached an informative message to an attentive congrega-

tion of around twenty-five. The mother of a family of four
that came was a co-worker of Mrs. Deauville. Monday,
January 7, Faye and I proceeded to Little Rock to attend the
Missions Symposium which was well attended and inspira-
tional.

On Wednesday we returned to Cleveland for closing out
the purchase of a ten and one half acre lot for the future home
of Homestretch Mission. The purchase price of the property
was one hundred five thousand dollars and is located just
East of Cleveland on Highway 8.

The area is experiencing new development and is very
visible and easily accessible of the highway. Bro. Ed, with
the help of several churches and associations, has saved
between 36 to 38 thousand dollars toward the purchase. The
goal is to pay the property off before beginning any construc-
tion. By doing so will greatly reduce the indebtedness down
to where their monthly obligations will be much easier to pay.

Loan Fund Opportunities
The Revolving Loan Fund Trustees has authorized a new

system which will allow our investors and loan holders to
make deposits and loan payments by automatic bank draft.
Also, any church that wishes to make automatic monthly
contributions to the Revolving Loan Fund may enroll in this
program. If you are interested in enrolling in this system,
please call us at 601-428-8616 or send us an email at
moffice@bmaofmsmissions.org. We will then send you all
the required information and forms needed to enroll. Also, if
any church is interested in participating in a system like this
for having their missions contributions automatically sent

In the year 1950 I was saved and baptized by Zion’s Rest
Missionary Baptist Church of Richton, Mississippi, Uncle
Bill Freeman was Pastor. However, to remain a member of
a BMA church was a decision made later based upon a study
of the doctrinal persuasion of the associational fellowship of
churches.

It is yet my conviction that the BMA doctrinal stand and
practice is as close as can be found to the New Testament
model instituted by the Lord Jesus Christ during His personal
ministry while here on earth. The same New Testament
Church was empowered by the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost, it was not instituted by the Holy Spirit. I will not
venture to say the BMA is perfect in her doctrines and
operations, but I will say it is far ahead of whatever is second.
To find something better one must cross the divide. I am
thankful!

Have we reach the era of time when self gratification is the
number one priority, even at the expense of alienating Christ
from our lives? Life is all about HIM (Christ) and not about
US! In Acts 17:28, Paul says "For in him we live, and move,
and have our being; ..." I am somewhat concerned that we
might have gotten side tracked from that, at least to some
extent. It seems a great deal of our interest has shifted to
peripherals, skirmishes on the sideline, things that are captur-
ing our devoted attention.

My fear is that while our attention and efforts are enter-
tained through these matters, it could be that our DOCTRI-
NAL FOUNDATIONS ARE SLOWLY, BUT SURELY
ERODING. Some will venture to say, its happening every-
where. Maybe so, but that doesn’t console me in the least. In
order to address this matter should we re-look our FOUN-
DATIONAL DOCTRINES? I should say not, doctrines are
given and eternally fixed by God Himself. They are written
in the Book!

Should we shoot for numbers, you know, develop a mega
mind set. If that’s the answer then we could consider this
option, relax our stand on New Testament Church Ordi-
nances, such as what constitutes SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM,
and scriptural observance of the Lord’s Supper?

It is believed by some, maybe most, that immersion
constitutes scriptural baptism, I have been taught, and under-
stand the scriptures to teach that for baptism to be scriptural

each month, please let us know that you are interested, and
we will forward that information to the Missionary Commit-
tee for their consideration.

Missionary Reports for November 2007
Bro. Wallace Williams reports for Divine Grace Baptist

Mission a total of 5 homes visited, average AM Worship
attendance of 60, 7 additions to the church and a total
monthly offering of $9,833.

Bro. Joseph Oyeleye reports for Maple Street Baptist
Mission a total of 48 homes visited, 128 soul talks, average
AM Worship attendance of 26 and a total monthly offering
of $1,122.

Bro. Estruado Marroquin reports for El Camino Baptist
Mission a total of 28 homes visited, 41 soul talks, 10
professions of faith, average AM Worship attendance of 54
and a total monthly offering of $3,387.44.

Bro. Kevin Marr reports for Lifepointe Baptist Mission a
total of 3 homes visited, 1 profession of faith, average AM
Worship attendance of 37 and a total monthly offering of
$5,688.93.

Bro. Elvis Garcia reports for First Hispanic Baptist Mis-
sion a total of 27 homes visited, 83 soul talks, 3 professions
of faith, average AM Worship attendance of 30 and a total
monthly offering of $1,956.52.

Bro. Edward Duvall reports for Homestretch Baptist
Mission a total of 7 homes visited, 12 soul talks, 2 profes-
sions of faith, average AM Worship attendance of 20, 1
addition by letter and a total monthly offering of $1,366.51.

it must be administered by the authority of a scriptural
church. A church whose DNA/Doctrines, (not by name) will
lead back to the shores of Galilee and certainly not through
the protestant move to Rome. You see, even though our
government classifies Baptist as Protestants, the exciting
truth is that Baptist Church has never been a part of Rome.
Scriptural Baptists are not Protestant and never will be.
(Matthew 16:18)

The Lord’’s Supper could be opened up allowing any and
all who are present at the time a church observed it to partake.
However, the non-members present and observing the Lord’s
Supper would not be responsibility to the church, neither
could the church discipline them for any matter that merits
church discipline. And among other things it appears that for
a church to have universal doors to her church ordinances, it
in itself must be universal. Personally, I believe in and
subscribe to the doctrine of the Local Church, I am a member
of a Local Church and not universal.

It is evident that by relaxing church doctrine large congre-
gations can be called together, and there may be numerous
conversions of whatever sort. However, the question will be,
is it a New Testament Church or just a large gathering of
people? In my opinion, to have a BIG congregation doesn’t
necessarily mean its good or being blessed by the Lord, at the
same time neither does being small.

It is of legitimate concern when a BMA church that is
without a pastor will without question invite a non BMA (a
man of different doctrinal persuasions) in to fill the pulpit. At
that point it becomes evident that foundational doctrines are
fading into the background. Let us stop and refresh our minds
that one cannot improve on Baptist/BMA Doctrines! Some
will say, but they believe just like we do! Then the question
is, "Why are they different, why are there different denomi-
nations?" Well, I’ll tell you, its because there is a difference,
a difference in doctrinal beliefs. It may appear very small to
begin with, but the Bible tells us that it’s the little foxes that
destroy the vine.

Be aware there are groups as well as individuals out there
who are waiting and watching for churches which are some-
what down to appear on the scene, then will step in. While the
church is experiencing some difficult times they will inten-
tionally make themselves available. They will say something

like, well we have about the same beliefs and I don’t feel
there would be any conflict, if I can be of help I will be glad
to. You see, for them it is much easier to weasel in and steal
a church than to get out and build one, even at times it is done
through deceit.

You know when Christ enters into a man change takes
place, so when the new man from a different denomination
gets positioned into the church, for sure, change will take
place, and in most cases it is not good. We must REMEM-
BER, IT IS NOT ABOUT US, IT IS ABOUT HIM.

Maybe this happens because, one - the church has not been
taught; two - they have not listened when they were being
taught, or have not been praying, or have not studied the
scriptures; three - neither is the laity of the church involved
in studying the Bible or have any significant prayer life.
Maybe they are full of jealousy, have some sort of power
struggle in the congregation, or have some self gratifying
agenda.

Can any given BMA church member defend the Baptist
doctrine of Salvation by Grace, or Security of the believer, or
what constitutes a scriptural church or church ordinances?
They should be able to and even more.

Men and Brethren what shall we do? In light of what has
been said, and what we understand the Bible to teach, the
following would be good for a starter. The answer - Involve-
ment, Bible Study, and Prayer. We can be sure when Christ
is in the spotlight things will improve. Again, Paul says in
Acts 17:28, "For in him we live, and move, and have our
being; ..." Christians must be aware, Satan plans well and
executes effectively. In 1 Pe 5:8 we are warned, “Be sober,
be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring
lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.”

For sure, ITS NOT ABOUT US ITS ALL ABOUT HIM!
-Rayburn Freeman

To be Continued

It's All About Him

Special Emphasis

January
2008
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leader Ted Haggard), Islam offers a stable
structure that depends minimally on per-
sonal interpretation of the Quran and its
ethical standards.

The spread of mosques and Islamic cen-
ters in areas where our churches have a
visible presence can testify only to the fail-
ure of the Church that Jesus bought with His
blood to fulfill its calling and commission.
While we are ready and willing to support
missions to Islamic countries, we fail to do
anything about Islam here in America.

What shall we do then? The answer is not
simple, but the demand is for action that can
evolve over time to a full-fledge ministry to
Muslims across this great land.

The BMAA, in considering such a plan, is
being a pioneer among Evangelical denomi-
nations in reaching the Muslims of America.
No other denomination has taken such a
step. I submit to you the following plan for
discussion, prayer, and with your approval,
implementation. The Middle East team

stands ready to use its resources to help in the
implementation of this plan.

State 1: Pastoral and Missionary Awareness
Through local associations and other lo-

cal and national gatherings, hold training
seminars for pastors and for North American
missionaries to raise their awareness of the
issue at hand. Being informed and aware is a
necessary first step. Many have no idea what
Islam teaches and even what it really is.
Then encourage them to scout their commu-
nities for Muslim families that they can
potentially reach. International missionaries
in countries that have Islamic presence can
also be trained while on furlough or during
orientation. This, and the more comprehen-
sive training, can also be part of the
Missiology curriculum offered in our BMAA
colleges and Seminary.

State 2: Training of Individuals
One key element in winning Muslims to

Response to the Growth of Islam
from page 4

Christ is that outreach has to be done by
individuals (members of local churches) and
not by churches (as an organization). A
Muslim will not come to church but will
respond to an invitation to a home. The
training will focus on the following:

a. Basic knowledge of Islam
b. Relational and incarnational evange-

lism.
C. Home group dynamics.
D. Leading a Muslim to a decision for

Christ.
E. What does a Messianic Muslim Be-

liever church look like?
F. Engaging MMBs in reaching other

Muslims for Christ.

Logistics
The plan is for the Middle East Coordina-

tor and some key term members to be in-
volved in this effort. Two months of every
quarter, a training schedule and program is
set for the different areas of the Untied
States. Seminars will be announced in coop-
eration with the local churches of the spe-
cific area and run over the course of few
evenings during the week.

Follow-up visits and advanced training

can be offered on an as-needed basis as
BMAA church members are moved and
motivated to reach their Muslim neighbors
and colleagues.

A special budget will have to be set for
this project, and churches setting up the
training in their areas will participate to
cover basic expenses such as travel and
accommodations.

Conclusion
The time is now. Islam is invading America

through programs and centers and mosques.
They realize that if they do not do this, many
Muslims in America will forsake the reli-
gion of their fathers for Christianity.
Websites, English satellite channels, and
other means of media are being employed in
this effort.

The time is now. Will the BMAA Depart-
ment of Missions be willing to reach people
who have come to us rather than us going to
them? It’s a challenge that demands an an-
swer.

“While we are ready and willing to sup-
port missions to Islamic countries, we fail to
do anything about Islam here in America.”

January 2008 - Special Emphasis

Dear Readers
There are only a couple of Sundays left. Have you and your church

determined to give to our Annual Emphasis Needs?
Our financial health depends on YOUR gifts during January 2008. We

encourage each of our churches to make a special effort to give to this
ministry during this special drive. Would you lead your church to make
a special offering in January? We really need your help!

Don Brown
Editor


