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GO.DISCIPLE.PLANT.REPEAT
Part One

by John David Smith
BMAA Missions Director

The theme of World Missions Day 2021 is represented in four
words :  GO.DISCIPLE.PLANT.REPEAT. They are a reminder of

what we are here for, who we are, and what global
missions is all about. In 2 Timothy 2:1-7 Paul
addresses Timothy, who is in Ephesus, the city
where Paul started ministry on his second mis-
sionary journey and spent a lot of time on his
third missionary journey:

“You then, my son, be strong in the grace that
is in Christ Jesus. And the things you have
heard me say in the presence of many
witnesses entrust to reliable people who will also
be qualified to teach others. Join with me in
suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. No

one serving as a soldier gets entangled in civilian affairs, but
rather tries to please his commanding officer. Similarly, anyone
who competes as an athlete does not receive the victor’s crown except
by competing according to the rules. The hardworking farmer
should be the first to receive a share of the crops. Reflect on what
I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight into all this.”

GO.
First let’s consider the word

go. The New Testament word
missions comes from the word
send, and its companion action
is GO. So we are reminded first
and foremost that we must be
senders and we must be goers.

If there is no sending and there
is no going taking place in our
individual lives, our congrega-
tions, our local churches, and
our associations, then we have
lost sight of our purpose and what
we are here for. Obviously Timo-
thy was working in Ephesus
where Paul had ministered for
many years. They both had gone
and they both had been sent. So
the first word we see from 2 Timo-
thy 2 is GO.

DISCIPLE.
Next is the word DISCIPLE. Paul clearly tells Timothy in the

same passage that he must disciple to the fourth generation: Paul
discipled Timothy, then there were faithful men, then others.
Discipleship is absolutely the key to winning people to Christ and

John David Smith

See World Missions Day on page 3

Mark your calendars for

World Missions Day 2021 on

February 28, and join BMA

Missions in celebrating, praying

for and giving to global missions.

Kellar Notes Available for Download
by Tony Cleaver

The lecture notes on Romans compiled by Dr. Gerald Kellar are
available for download from BMA Seminary Kellar Library. The
hosted Kellar Library site is: https://bmats.libguides.com/
ld.php?content_id=59534673

These notes were used by Dr. Kellar in his early
days of teaching at BMA Seminary. They are
type written, many years old, but are in PDF
form and provide a good copy. They may be read
using Adobe Acrobat or any good PDF reader.

His daughter, Jerrie Sue, and son-in-law Tony
Cleaver, found them as they were cleaning out
some papers in their home where the Kellars
spent their last years.

These will be beneficial to both preachers and
bible teachers. You are encouraged to make use
of this great resource from one of the stalwarts of

the Baptist Missionary Association of America. Dr. Gerald Kellar
is the only individual who served as president of each of the
educational institutions of the BMA. His last service was as
President of Southeastern Baptist College, Laurel.

Dr. Gerald Kellar

Missionary Update from the Philippines

Danny & Rita Ballard

by Danny & Rita Ballard
Missionaries to Philippines
We would like to thank ev-

eryone for your thoughts,
prayers, and financial support
this past year. The year 2020
was unlike any other year for
this world. We have seen many
things that we always would
say "that would never happen",
but the Lord reminds us to al-
ways be ready for what is to
come. It was a very challenging
year for us and I am sure for all
of you as well. We experienced
many hardships, but at the same
time, the Lord has blessed us
beyond measure in ways that

we never expected.
As we say goodbye to 2020

and welcome 2021, we do so with

the expectations of seeing what
the Lord has in store for us and
the ministry here in the Philip-
pines and take a brief glimpse of
some of the blessings of 2020.

Thank you for your prayers
and support! We are so blessed
and appreciate each and every
one of you. Our thoughts and
prayers are with you during this
time also.

Blessings in 2020
We are not able to visit the

hospital as before the pandemic,
but we are still able to visit and
minister to individual families
that are suffering from cancer.
Tin is a friend that we met when
we volunteered to help teach
English to Korean students.
This gave us the opportunity to
teach and share the gospel with
them at the same time. This is
Tin's family and her aunt who
has cancer.

Home Bible Study
We were able to begin new

Bible studies with some of the
guards in our subdivision. Our
neighbors, who asked us before
we left for furlough to have a
Bible Study with them when we
returned, a ladies bible study
with Ghe & Tita Jean, and a
distant study with a family we
have been discipling since 2015.

Craft Teaching
As many of you already know,

Rita is an amazing artist with
crafts, flowers and anything she
can get her hands on. She has
been able to share that gift with
some of the ladies of one of our
Bible Studies.

Rita also makes her special
crafts and gives them to cancer
patients that we can see in their
homes, church members who are
sick or having a hard time in life

continued on page 5

Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him...Psalm 37:7 
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Pastor’s Son, Andrew Wesley
Jones, Passes Away

Andrew Wesley Jones, 34, of
Laurel, Mississippi, died Saturday,
January 9, 2021 in Laurel, Missis-
sippi. He was the son of Corbey &
Cindy Jones.
Bro. Corbey is
the pastor of
Good Hope
Baptist Church,
Stringer, Mis-
sissippi.

Graves ide
Services were
held Saturday,
January 16,
2021 at
Hopewell Baptist Church Cem-
etery, Laurel. Bro. Collin Jones
and Bro. John David Smith offici-
ated.

Andrew is now reunited with
his two precious grandfathers,
Arthur Smith and C. Bert Jones,
who preceded him in death.

Survivors include his parents,
Corbey and Cynthia Jones,
brother, Carey Jones, sisters, Cera
Thompson, Bethany Hinton
(Patrick), nieces and nephews,
Abigail Jones, Kadence Jones, Ellie
Jones, Isaiah Hinton, Leigha Claire
Thompson, Ryleigh Hinton,
Weston Thompson, grandmoth-
ers, Shirlene Smith and Sandra
Jones.

Former BMA
Mission Director’s Son Dies

Randy Allen Schoenrock, 59 of
Forney, Texas, passed away Janu-
ary 14 from complications of
COVID-19. His
survivors in-
clude his par-
ents, BMA Min-
ister and
former director
of BMA of
America Mis-
sions James
( W i l m a )
Schoenrock.

He met his wife while attending
Central Baptist College, Conway,
Arkansas. He was a graduate of
CBC and also earned a degree
from LSU-Shreveport, Louisiana.
Bro. Schoenrock served as youth
director at Park Avenue Baptist

Obituaries
Church in Searcy, Arkansas, for
several years in the 80s. He served
in the U.S. Air Force and while
stationed in Mississippi served as
music minister at Calvary Church,
Purvis, Mississippi.

Other survivors include: his
wife, Lisa; a son Derek (Sarah)
Schoenrock; a sister, Tammie
(Mark) Davis; and one grand-
daughter, Mary Elizabeth.

Graveside services will be pri-
vate, under the direction of New
Hope Funeral Home in Sunnyvale,
Texas.

In lieu of flowers. donations be
made to Blake’s Run, c/o Sealife
Church at www.clifec.com/
blakesrun. This is an annual race
established in the memory of
Randy’s son, Blake who died in
2012 at the age of 20, and to
honor his desire to tell the world
about Jesus.

Ted Freeman Dies
Son of
Bro. & Mrs. Rayburn Freeman

Therron “Ted” Rayburn Free-
man, age 60, of Laurel passed
from this life on January 14, 2021.
He was a member of Springhill
Baptist Church,
Laurel.  He was
employed in
the oil field for
over 40 years.
He retired as a
field manager
with Baker
Hughes. He was Scoutmaster with
Troop 48 for over eight years. Ted
was preceded in death by his
paternal and maternal grandpar-
ents; in-laws, Kathern and Vinson
Freeman and nephew Tristan Free-
man.

He is survived by his wife, Karen
Freeman of Laurel; daughters,
Annah Freeman (Justin) Johnson
of Petal and Brooke Freeman of
Laurel; son, Zachery (Lizzie) Free-
man of Laurel; parents, Rayburn
and Faye Freeman of Richton;
two brothers, Sam (Dawn) Free-
man of Laurel and David Freeman
of Picayune; three grandchildren,

Oliver May, Axton Johnson and
Clark Freeman and a host of other
family and friends. Service were
held at Springhill Baptist Church,
Laurel.

Sherrell Thornton Dies
Sherrell Ray Thornton, 68, of

Ridgeland, Mississippi, passed
away on January 14, 2021. He
was born in Pittsburg, Texas to
Rev. Ray and
S h i r l e y
Thornton. He
g r a d u a t e d
from Callaway
High School in
1970 and from
Mississippi Col-
lege in 1977.
S h e r r e l l
worked in the
hardware in-
dustry for years before he pur-
chased Montgomery Hardware
Company in 1996. Along with his
wife, Lea, he owned and operated
three Ace Hardware stores over
twenty-five years.

Sherrell was a “preacher’s kid”
and after accepting Christ at a
young age he spent years assist-
ing his father, Ray, with growing
and starting churches in Florida
and Mississippi. He served as a
part-time minister of music in his
Dad’s churches as well. Sherrell
was a wonderful person who ex-
emplified character and integrity
in everything he did. He strove for
excellence in everything he did.
Known for his kindness and gen-
erosity, he was often referred to
as a “Southern Gentleman.” He
spent his life showing kindness to
others and showing his family
how to love, not only with words
but, with actions. He loved his
family with his whole heart.

Sherrell is survived by his wife,
Lea; a daughter, Kristin and her
husband Christopher; a sister,
Rachel and her husband Tony;
niece, Lindsay and her husband
Porter. He will be deeply missed
by his friends, family and all who
knew him.

Sherrell Thornton

Randy Schoenrock

Ted Freeman

Andrew Jones

Submission Policies
Your Mississippi Baptist is the voice of the BMA of Mississippi, her

churches, and her ministries. We are pleased to publish reports from
all related entities, including the world-wide ministries of the BMA of
America. We do not publish news or notices of secular or outside
groups.

Article submissions should be sent by email to editor@msbaptist.org
or in typed format by mail to P.O. Box 8181, Laurel, MS 39441.

Photos should be emailed in jpg format. Photos lose resolution
when printed on newsprint, therefore the original quality is vital.
Photos should be well lighted, in focus, clear and sharp. Photos should
contain people if at all possible. There is no guarantee that all articles
and/or photos will be published. Unsolicited items will be given
consideration, but publication is not guaranteed. Date sensitive
articles will take priority.

We publish on the 1st and 15th of each month with the exception of
December. Articles announcing events should be in the issue that is
published at least 2 weeks prior.

Youth Minister Position
Greenwood Baptist Church, Fulton, Mississippi, is searching for a

part-time youth minister. Internship could also be an option. Any
interested candidate should send their resume or experience history to
Pastor Joseph Bain at the fol lowing email address -
josephbain77@gmail.com.

More Than We Want To Hear
In the past few weeks (and in the past year) we have heard more

news that is disturbing, frightening, and heart breaking. In our last
three issues ( including this one) we have listed 10 obituaries of friends,
coworkers, and children of friends. Some of these are the result of
individuals who were stricken with the Covid virus. How heat-breaking
it is for a life to be lost to this virus that otherwise would have continued
for years to come.

Both of my children and their husbands have recovered from the
virus. I have a grandson who is recovering as I write these words. I
have other relatives and too many friends and coworkers who also
have had to deal with this illness. We pray that this will soon be past
and life can return to a pre 2020 status.

As many of you know our Trustee and Assistant Editor Corbey Jones
has been hospitalized for a number of weeks with Covid. We have news
that he is making progress and seems to be on the road to recovery.
We ask that you pray for him, his wife Cindy and their family. They
recently lost one of their children. Information on Andrew Jones'
passing is listed next to this article.

I feel certain that the events of the last two months have taken a
toll on the Jones family both emotionally and financially. If you would
like to make a love offering to the Jones family I would encourage you
to send it to the Mississippi Baptist, P.O. Box 8181, Laurel, MS 39441,
and designate it to "Jones Family Love Offering". I know you will be
blessed and the Jones family will be appreciative. If you have any
questions, please call this editor at 601-426-3293.

News Not Well Received
Regardless of your political leanings and desires, I am sure you are

as disturbed as I am by recent events in our nation. The new
administration is making decisions and going in directions that are
antithetical to good biblical positions. This new adminstration has
given permission for transsexuals (men who claim to be women and
women who claim to be men) to serve openly in our armed forces.
History tells us this makes no sense and is a disruption of cohesiveness
and purpose. It is also against the will of God for mankind.

Another direction is allowing boys who claim to be girls access to
girls sports and dressing and restroom facilities. What could possibly
go wrong with that?

This administration has even appointed a man who claims to be a
woman (transsexual) to a cabinet post. How far our nation has fallen
and how fearful we should be about God's coming judgement.

May the Lord touch hearts, save souls, and purge our nation of evil
ways. May we return to the values upon which our nation was founded
and may we please God in all that we do.

Pray!
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Scripture Thoughts by Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

Joel 2.1 “…for the day of the Lord is coming; in fact it is near-…”
We use cartoon characters to make fun of one carrying a sign

saying: “The end is near.” Joel was no cartoon character delivering
this message to his nation, nor was Joel in any way
joking. The locust plague that devastated the land
was terrible. Yet there was a more horrific day
coming, a day more dreadful than the locust plague;
it would be the utter removal of the nation. It did
come. Jerusalem and the nation fell.  Do nations
fall?  In our recent history Berlin fell and the nation
crumbled.

Dear Reader, what about our land? We have had
several warnings for the day of the Lord coming. We marveled at
the World Trade Center and all it stood for in architecture and

commerce. Yet not one stone is
standing. There is no way our
capital, Washington, D. C., could
lie in ruins, or could it? There is
no way our America could come
to ruin, or could it? Climatic
changes occur, plagues of unmen-
tionable horror break out, and
cataclysmic earth plate shifts
take place.

Joel pleaded for his people to be penitent. He preached repen-
tance to assuage the wrath of God. He spoke of devastation to come
if the populace did not return to God. The people did not respond
to the prophet’s message. Because of the refusal of the nation, God
responded to fulfill the words He sent though His prophet.

Rudyard Kipling wrote hymn words: “Lord of Hosts, be with us
yet, Lest we forget, lest we forget!”

Dr. Tony Cleaver is a retired U.S. Army Chaplain and Director
of Distance Learning for BMA Seminary.

You may contact him at jstmcleaver@embarqmail.com

maturing them. The Great Com-
mission doesn’t say simply “go
and announce the gospel”. It
says to “go and make disciples”.

Certainly in BMA global mis-
sions we are about making dis-
ciples who make disciples. That
is one of our values and one of
the things we focus on. Notice
that in the passage 2 Timothy
2:2, that the pronouns go from
singular to plural. It’s “you
Timothy” “you need to do this”.
But then it becomes “many” and
it turns into “faithful men” then
to “others”. The singular leads
to the plural and in discipleship
we all must be investing our
lives in the lives of other people.

PART  TWO
The theme of World Missions

Day 2021 is represented in four
words: GO . DISCIPLE . PLANT
. REPEAT. They are a reminder
of what we are here for, who we
are, and what global missions is
all about. In 2 Timothy 2:1-7
Paul addresses Timothy, who is
in Ephesus, the city where Paul
started ministry on his second
missionary journey and spent a
lot of time on his third mission-
ary journey:

The third word is plant, and

World Missions Day
from front page

of course that implies churches.
In an unashamed way in BMA
Global Missions we announce
that we are local-church driven
and that we are absolutely local

church focused. We believe that
the local church is both the
source and the goal of New Tes-
tament missions.

The church is the one that
sends and, of course, wins people
to Christ, makes disciples, and
gathers them in a community of
believers who meet to worship
God, obey the commands of
Christ then scatter again to re-
peat the process.

In Timothy 2:2 Paul ad-
dresses Timothy as an indi-

vidual working in a church at
Ephesus, a city with a rich his-
tory in the New Testament. It’s
estimated that 40% of all New
Testament churches had some
connection to the church at
Ephesus. That’s how vibrant
they were in the mission of God.

Paul ministered in Ephesus.
Timothy did also, and Peter ad-

dressed the churches of Asia
when they were under persecu-
tion. John no doubt wrote from
Ephesus when he was at the
end of his life. And Jesus spoke
to the church of Ephesus when
the seven churches of Asia were
addressed in the first chapters
of Revelation. Ephesus has a
very key place in the New Tes-
tament.

In Revelation Jesus com-
mended the Ephesus church for

good works but then said “you’ve
left your first love”, which was
that drive and desire to fulfill
the mission of Christ and make
disciples in all nations. That
mission marked the church at
Ephesus for the first forty years
when John writes and Jesus
speaks in the book of Revelation
maybe the institutionalized ver-
sion, maybe all those good things
we do in church life and in Chris-
tianity begin to dominate the
main thing. And so we see that
we must plant churches.

REPEAT.
Now we come to the final

word: PLANT. We must con-
tinue to multiply. We never get
to the end of our mission. We
never fulfill our mission. We
never say we’ve done enough.
We never do. So we repeat.

Certainly in 2 Timothy there
is an element of the succession
of leadership where Paul adds
extra encouragement to Timo-
thy to carry on the ministry.
But this was more than just one
time of encouragement. This
was the norm of the entire New
Testament. They were involved
in and had the goal of multipli-
cation: GO . DISCIPLE . PLANT
. REPEAT.

SUFFER.
This word is not officially a

part of our 2021 World Missions
Day theme, but because there
are many pastor and leaders
who need encouragement, I’d
like to add the word SUFFER.
Immediately following Paul’s
admonition to Timothy, Paul
tells his disciple he must be like
a soldier, an athlete, and a
farmer. He must be strong, he
must fight, he must be diligent
in preparation, and he must be
patient in his efforts as he waits
on the results.

Many are suffering, either
due to having Covid or losing
loved ones and church members.
I know you’re also under a large
and heavy weight, so I want to
encourage you. Just like Paul
told Timothy, as circumstances
worsen, as pressures rise, as
doubts increase, may our inti-
macy with Christ deepen. May
we prepare disciples that are
not simply able to attend church
in an open and free context, but
may we prepare disciples who
are ready when those days come
again and when possibly we
might be oppressed as they were
in 2 Timothy.

Five words –
GO.DISCIPLE.PLANT.REPEAT.
. . . and SUFFER. May God bless
us all that we may remember
the main thing and may we be
faithful to fulfill the mission of
God.

Archaeologists Find 1,500 year old
“Christ, Born of Mary” Inscription in Ancient Valley
Atop of the already moun-

tainous archaeological and his-
torical proof of Jesus's existence,
Israeli archaeologists have
found yet another piece of evi-
dence attesting to Jesus's time
on earth before being taken up.
The piece is a 1,500-year-old
inscription found in the Jezreel
Valley that is apparently a dedi-
cation to the Messiah.

According to CBN News, "Ex-
cavators found the Greek in-
scription while digging in the
village of et-Taiyiba. The inscrip-
tion was engraved in stone in
what is believed by researchers
to be the remains of a Byzan-
tine-era church."

The full text of the inscrip-
tion reads "Christ, born of
Mary.” This work of the most
God-fearing and pious bishop
[Theodo]sius and the miserable
Th[omas] was built from the
foundation ...Whoever enters
should pray for them."
Theodosius was known as one of
the first Christian bishops and
researchers say he was the re-
gional archbishop of Bet She'an,

in which et-Taiyiba was inside
of.

According to Dr. Leah Di-
Segni, a researcher at the Insti-
tute of Archaeology of the He-
brew University of Jerusalem,
the phrase "Christ, Born of
Mary" was an inscription used
against the evil eye, a curse that
at the time designated misfor-
tune or poverty on those whom
it was used on. The curse appar-
ently originates from a malevo-
lent glare from someone. It is
usually given to someone when
they are not aware.

“The inscription greets those

who enter and blesses them. It
is therefore clear that the build-
ing is a church, and not a mon-
astery: Churches greeted believ-
ers at their entrance, while mon-
asteries tended not to do this,”
Dr. Di-Segni told CBN News.

The find also is noteworthy
for another reason. According
to Dr. Walid Atrash of the Israel
Antiquities Authority, “this is
the first evidence of the Byzan-
tine church’s existence in the
village of et-Taiyiba and it adds
to other finds attesting to the
activities of Christians who lived
in the region."
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Southeastern Baptist College

Serving Christ With A Biblical World View  In A Christian Atmosphere

President’s Perspective
“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And

let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that
is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely.” Revelation 22:17

How exciting is this! I
delivered the first chapel
message of the Spring Semester
and five students responded to
the invitation to accept Jesus
as their Savior! In the last four
years we have had 25 students
publically respond to the gospel
in our chapel services. Many
others have come to know the
Lord in one on one witnessing
opportunities between
students and professors, or with staff members.

In addition, students are growing in their
understanding of God’s Word and in their
commitment to Him. It is not uncommon for one
of our coaches or deans to be contacted by a
student in the middle of the night with a personal
crisis. Although an inconvenience, our workforce
always make time to personally counsel
individual students with biblical principles.

Southeastern Baptist College is a mission
field. Students come from all backgrounds,
cultures, and they are at
varying levels in their
Christian walk with
Christ. We recognize the
Lord has brought these
students to us and that
we have a spiritual
responsibility to engage
them with godly wisdom.
The first lines of SBC’s
mission statement are:
“Our mission as a biblical
higher education provider
is to glorify God by
providing quality post-secondary education from
a biblical world view in a Christian atmosphere.”

As to quality education, I am very proud of our
Fall Semester 2020 honor roll students! Dean
Foster and I presented their certificates at this
week’s chapel program. We had 14 making the
President’s List and 10 achieving the Dean’s
List. In order to be on the President’s List a

Home Basketball Games
Knowing the scheduling of our home basketball games has

been a challenge under COVID 19 conditions. Many other colleges
wait until a day or two before a game to inform us whether or not
they will participate in a previously scheduled game against the
Chargers. We have no control over the other school’s decision
making. Therefore, we can only project if the next scheduled
games will actually occur. Currently, under the Governor’s
directive, we are only allowing SBC student spectators into the
gym. You can view all games live on the Facebook Southeastern
Baptist College Athletics page.

Chargers Rank #10
The SBC Men’s Basketball Team is #10 in the National Christian

College Athletic Association (NCCAA) Power Ranking.
Congratulations Coach Hall and the entire team!

Historic!
The men’s Chargers Baseball Team will soon be taking the field

for the first time in SBC’s history! Come out and support the
Chargers. The will be playing on Wooten-Legion Field, 1215 West
Drive, Laurel, Mississippi. The season schedule is located in this
issue.

 Have Bible, Will Travel
“Preach the word...” 2 Timothy 4:2. I am ready to fill your

pulpit! If you are in need of a guest preacher or request a personal
report on the college, contact me at 601-433-4736 or at
scarson@southeasternbaptist.edu

student must take a minimum of 12 hours and
receive straight A’s which reflects a perfect 4.0
grade point average. Ten students made the
Dean’s List. For students to on this list they
must also take a minimum of 12 hours and have
a grade point average between 3.5 and 3.9.
Together, these 24 students represent 26% of the
total student body who achieved academic
excellence last semester!

In reference to SBC having a biblical world
view, every SBC professor, whether a Bible
teacher or an Algebra professor, strives to relate
their subject matter with a biblical perspective
with today’s increasing secular society. In
addition, I have set the message theme for this
semester’s chapel program as “A Biblical World
View”. Every guest speaker is assigned a
contemporary hard hitting issue to be addressed
with biblically grounded doctrine. A sample of
topics are: Jesus is Lord, Only Two Genders,
Truth is Eternal, Fornication. Our chapel
speakers received their topics enthusiastically
and are already delivering solid biblical truth to
the student body.

And, in regard to our campus being one with
a Christian atmosphere, we are a Bible college.
Every student must take a minimum of 16 hours
of Bible courses, even if they are pursuing a
major in business administration. Of course, our
ministry students are fully immersed in biblical
studies. We have fellowships established such as
TNT (Tuesday Night Talks) where local churches,
ministries, and individuals can sponsor a meal
accompanied with a devotional. Each semester
every student must perform a certain number of
Christian service hours to our community, and
we encourage Bible studies in the dormitories.
As stated before, our professors, coaches, and
staff each day engage the spiritual lives of our
students.

SBC truly is a mission field. Please continue
to pray for the continued influence of SBC
throughout our local community and far beyond!

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in
all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.”
Colossians 3:16

Equipping the Saints!
Dr. Carson

Anyone shopping on Amazon can select South-
eastern Baptist College as your charity. When you
do this, a portion of your purchase price will go
directly to SBC as a donation from Amazon Smile!
Thank you for those who are already using this
unique method to benefit SBC. Be sure to choose
Southeastern Baptist College and NOT the South-
eastern Baptist College Foundation. Also, be
careful which you choose because numerous
organizations have “Southeastern” in their name.

Golf Cart Needed
Campus security volunteers need

convenient transportation
for making rounds about
campus, especially at
night. A golf cart
would be ideal.

If you would like
to donate a golf cart, or similar transporta-
tion to the college, give us a call

at 601-426-6346.

Dr. Carson presents
the President’s Honor

Roll Certificate to
ministry student

Christopher Spence

Alumnus Roderick Hollins
delivering the chapel

message this semester

Professor Jerel
Wade teaching

college algebra to
eager SBC students
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Southeastern Charger Baseball Schedule
(Note: Home Games Played at Wooten-Legion Field, Laurel)

DATE OPPONENT LOCATION TIME
02/02/21 RUST COLLEGE Rust College 12:00 PM
02/02/21 RUST COLLEGE Rust College 03:00 PM
02/06/21 STILLMAN Laurel, MS 02:00 PM
02/06/21 STILLMAN Laurel, MS 04:00 PM
02/19/21 MUW Laurel, MS 02:00 PM
02/19/21 MUW Laurel, MS 04:00 PM
02/27/21 WILLIAM CAREY Laurel, MS 03:00 PM
02/27/21 WILLIAM CAREY Laurel, MS 05:00 PM
02/28/21 RUST COLLEGE Rust College 12:00 PM
02/28/21 RUST COLLEGE Rust College 03:00 PM
03/02/21 LSU ALEXANDRIA Laurel, MS 02:00 PM
03/02/21 LSU ALEXANDRIA Laurel, MS 04:00 PM
03/16/21 UNIV. OF MOBILE MOBILE, AL 02:00 PM
03/16/21 UNIV. OF MOBILE MOBILE, AL 04:00 PM
03/20/21 RUST COLLEGE Laurel, MS 02:00 PM
03/20/21 RUST COLLEGE Laurel, MS 04:00 PM
03/24/21 TOUGALOO TOUGALOO, MS 01:00 PM
03/24/21 TOUGALOO TOUGALOO, MS 03:00 PM
03/29/21 TOUGALOO Laurel, MS 02:00 PM
03/29/21 TOUGALOO Laurel, MS 04:00 PM
04/03/21 XAVIER NEW ORLEANS 02:00 PM
04/03/21 XAVIER NEW ORLEANS 04:00 PM
04/06/21 WILLIAM CAREY HATTIESBURG 03:00 PM
04/06/21 WILLIAM CAREY HATTIESBURG 05:00 PM
04/16/21 MUW COLUMBUS, MS 02:00 PM
04/16/21 MUW COLUMBUS, MS 04:00 PM
04/20/21 UNIV. OF MOBILE Laurel, MS 02:00 PM
04/20/21 UNIV. OF MOBILE Laurel, MS 04:00 PM
04/24/21 XAVIER Laurel, MS 02:00 PM
04/24/21 XAVIER Laurel, MS 04:00 PM
04/27/21 STILLMAN STILLMAN 02:00 PM
04/27/21 STILLMAN STILLMAN

Cardrina Nolen of Conway, AR
goes up for a basket during the
Lady’s Chargers win over Judson
College

Mark your calendars for

World Missions Day 2021 on

February 28, and join BMA

Missions in celebrating, praying

for and giving to global missions.

at the moment as a way of re-
minding them that God loves
them, we love them and we are
praying for them.

Relief Efforts

The pandemic brought a dras-
tic need for relief efforts all
across the country. During the
ECQ (Extreme Community
Quarantine) the families could
not work. The ECQ lasted for
several months and people were

starving to death.
We are thankful

that we were able to
play a small part in
distributing some
relief aid to families
in our area as well
as the areas of the
missions thru Pas-
tor Vincent and his
church members
who helped. We would like to
say thank you to the BMA of
America for their help and also
to many individuals who gave
to make this possible.

Flood Relief
There was a great flood that

was brought on by one of the
many typhoons that hit the area.
For a short period of time we
were having a typhoon hit every
week. The flood was massive

Philippine Missions
from page 1

Pastor Vincent - Changemaker

Ballards Bible Study

Relief Efforts

and so many cities, communi-
ties and villages were com-
pletely under water. We had the
opportunity to be a part of an
organized relief effort with Pas-

tor Vincent, Pastor Ricco, and
members of the mission in Rizal.

We were able to help over 125
families with rice, can goods,

clothes, face
masks, face
shields (they
are manda-
tory to be
worn here in
public) and al-
cohol for sani-
t i z a t i o n .
There were
four services
s c h e d u l e d
due to the so-
cial distancing and at each ser-
vice a clear gospel presentation
was given before the goods were
handed out. We were able to get
their contact information for
follow up because of the required
contact tracing protocols that
are in place here.

Our mailing address is:
Danny & Rita Ballard
103 Cadiz Street, San Anto-

nio Heights Phase 1,
Sto. Tomas Batangas 4234,
Republic of the Philippines.
Magic Jack Phone Number:

228-206-9511

Mission Report from Canada, Haiti, and Africa
by Michel & Ruth Poirier

pasteur.poirier56@gmail.com

We thank the Lord for all our
supporting churches that sacri-
fice every month
for us in Quebec
Canada. We are
blessed to have
prayer partners
and financial part-
ners who intercede
for us to God on a
regular bases. I
know that the fo-
cus of the media is
on the U.S. election and we too
are concerned, but we have to
leave it in the hand of our Lord
and for His will to be done. He is
in charge even if we don’t see
the end of it.

Quebec
A empty building. We are in

lock down and curfew is from 8
pm - 5 am. All churches in the
Province of Quebec are closed

by our government so the pan-
demic does not spread among
the citizens and church people.
But the work must go on, people
are dying and do not have any

hope outside of
Christ.

With the internet
and through
Facebook we can
broadcast our
teaching, preach-
ing, and prayers to
our people and mis-
sion churches in
the world. Begin-

ning this year we were above
our limit of 25 for
church attendance in
our first service, it was
exciting to see a full
church service. In our
second service we
were conformed to the
law of the Province
with 25.

For few years my
wife Ruth has had
problems with her
health, they ran tests
and could never de-
termine what the
problem was. This went on for
years and finally the week of
Christmas this year the doctor
passed another EKG and found
the problem, her heart was at 35
beats per minute. The next day
she was admitted in the hospi-
tal and on the 25th she received
a Christmas present from the
Lord, a pacemaker.  She is doing
well now, we walk at least a half
hour a day, up hill, down hill
and on even ground.

Praise the Lord she doing well
and this is because some of you
were praying for her. God is
taking care of his children. For
those that are suffering, just
know that our Lord works in the

shadows when we least expect
it. « Job 9:10 Which doeth great
things past finding out; yea, and
wonders without number. »

Haïti
In Ségur, Our church is grow-

ing in grace and numbers. They
welcomed our shipment at the
beginning of this year and were
glad to have received lots of food,
lots of new chairs, tables, lots of
bibles, clothes, and other things.
In December we had 10 bap-
tism, and many people joined
the church by letter. All this is
good news, but they are not with-

out their struggles. Pastor Jo-
seph Oreb is fighting a cancer
that demands monthly medica-
tion expense and a trip to Cuba
every three months. It is a heavy
burden on the preacher and his
family. Please pray for Him.

In Onaville with our second
church plant, things are going
well, pastor Kedy is doing a great
work and now they are adding a
learning center with three
classes for their school. Chil-
dren need to go to school, but
the family is poor and cannot
send them. Sad.

The prayers of God’s people

The Poirier’s

Poverty conditions are great in Haiti

see Poirier on page 6
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From Death to Life: Overcoming Depression and Suicide
Have you ever fallen asleep

asking God to not wake you up
again the next morning? That
you wouldn’t have to face an-
other day?

I have . . .
More times than I like to ad-

mit.
In recent years, my soul found

itself in its darkest hour, which
became its darkest season. The
weight, the heaviness, the sor-
row, the pain, the suffering. It
all felt like the walls were cav-
ing in on me and I had only a
centimeter of space to sip quick
breaths.

Until thankfully, God inter-
rupted my cycle of misery with
his amazing hope and love.

Deuteronomy 30:19 says, “I
have set before you life and
death, blessings and curses.
Now choose life.”

God has a plan.
I realized that He came to

give me life, not death. Death
and the desire to not go on are
from the enemy. God has good
plans for my life. But I realized
I had a role to play in this. I had
a choice to make. I had to choose
life and take every step I can

toward the light of Jesus, which
obliterates darkness.

It says in Psalm 118:17, “I
will not die, but live and declare
the works of God.”

This became my banner. I
spoke this scripture out loud
more times than I can count. As
I meditated on this scripture,
the truth began to sink into my
spirit and eventually made its
way to my soul.

Freedom from depression and
suicidal thoughts

Jesus set me free 100% from
deep depression and suicidal
thoughts. He brought me back
from the metaphorical death in
which I was existing.

When you walk with Jesus,
you walk with the one who
brings life from death.

He raised my soul from the
dead in a very real way. He
resurrected my life.

In Romans 8:11 it says, “The
Spirit of God, who raised Jesus
from the dead, lives in you. And
just as God raised Christ Jesus
from the dead, he will give life to
your mortal bodies by this same
Spirit living within you”.

No matter how ‘dead’ you feel,
Jesus desires your life and
dreams to be fully alive again.

I think often about Jesus and
the way He walked this earth,
even while He was carrying oth-
ers’ pain and sufferings.

He walked boldly into the
darkest of scenarios. He sat and
shared meals with the lowest
class of people.

He had no place to rest his
head (Matthew 8:20).

He came to give of himself
and to do the work of the Father.

He came to set the captives
free (Luke 4:18).

He was not concerned with
his own comfort or his own
needs.

He was consumed with pas-
sion for hurting and broken
people.

He gave His life to be tor-
tured in the worst possible way
while taking on the sins and
afflictions of the world, so that
we, His children, could be free
for all of eternity.

That even means freedom
from depression and suicidal
thoughts.

Our God is a miracle worker.
I am living proof.

Depression, suicide and the
spirit of death must bow in the
presence of Jesus. It is not of
God. It is a tactic of the enemy to
immobilize the people of God.
As long as we keep our eyes
inwardly focused on ourselves
and surrender to a life of depres-
sion, we are not being effective
for God’s kingdom. We are dis-
tracted and miserable.

I lived in this place for too
long . . . But when I found what
was possible on the other side
and got my first taste, I haven’t
been able to look back.

On the other side of this grave
of sadness, death and misery is
an abundant life of freedom,
hope and peace that surpasses
all understanding.

If you find yourself in the place
I once was, don’t give up. It is
not too late for your life to turn
around. Keep pushing towards
Jesus to cross that threshold to
the other side of what God has
for you.

I promise you, depression and
suicide is not it.

-From Lifeword

are all welcomed for the safety
of our churches in Haiti. The
Covid is very present, but the
people do not want acknowledge
the pandemic and they don’t put
on protection of a mask and for
sure are not washing hand or
using disinfectant.

Isaiah 43:2 When thou
passest through the waters, I
will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they shall not over-
flow thee: when thou walkest

through the fire, thou shalt not
be burned; neither shall the
flame kindle upon thee.

Cameroon Africa.
The people of Cameroon are

rejoicing in the Lord with the
work growing, with 5 new bap-
tisms  in December. We changed
the location because the place
was small and this new location
has double the size and only for
$100 more. Praise the Lord. The
water is always a big problem,
they have a great need for water
filters because their water is
really bad like yellow rusty wa-

ter, not drinkable for anyone,
but they do because they have
nothing else. We sent them a
load of Bibles in December with
song books and the people re-
ceived with great joy. They sent
you A BIG thank you from all of
them.

Mali Africa
We began a new work in De-

cember with one of our workers
in the mission field. In the past
2 weeks he has preached and
shared the gospel in the streets
and have now 4 men learning
the ABC’s of the Christian

Poirier Report
from page 5

growth. This is the beginning of
a new cell group who will grow
to become our new BMA church
in the country of Mali. They
receive teaching on Saturday
via messenger, they  are excited
to learn God’s ways with their
new bible. One of them is a
Muslim from generations who
is eager to grow in the Lord.
Their names are; Mathie
Fousseyni, Joshua Massadi,
Daniel Coulibaly, Issa Dembele.

Pray for these men. We have
much to invest in the work for
the saving of souls and teaching
God’s word.

The beginning of the end of women's sports
by Chris Woodward

(OneNewsNow.com) Female
athletes are speaking out
against an executive order from
President Biden that allows for
biological males to compete in
women's sports.

Some states, like Connecti-
cut, already employed this
policy, reportedly in the name of
inclusion and fairness. But
speaking recently on "Fox &
Friends," Connecticut student
athlete Selina Soule said she
has lost opportunities to bio-
logical males in female sports.

"It is very frustrating and

demoralizing, being forced to
compete against someone who
you know that you will never be
able to beat, no matter what
[you] do," said Soule. "I wish
there was a way that we can
return fairness to not only track
and field, but to all female
sports."

Chelsea Mitchell, now a fresh-
man in college in Virginia, said
she lost high school state cham-
pionships to biological males.

"I lost countless other oppor-
tunities to advance to the next
level of competition, and it was
really heartbreaking to lose
those awards and to know that

possibly girls all across the coun-
try will lose out on awards like
that," Mitchell shared.

Alanna Smith knows how
they feel.

"A biological male ran the 200
and placed first, and I came in
third," Smith told the "Fox &
Friends" program. "I should
have gotten runner-up. And it's
not even about placement, but
it's about just knowing that you
got the place you deserved, and
in that situation, I did not."

Attorney Christiana Holcomb
at Alliance Defending Freedom,
the law firm representing these
athletes in a legal challenge,

says this executive order from
President Biden is an irrespon-
sible abuse of power.

"What the Biden administra-

tion has essentially done is
taken this harmful policy in
Connecticut and has national-
ized it," Holcomb explained. "So,
unless we push back and this is
declared unlawful, we really
could see the beginning of the
end of women's sports in our
country."

Representatives with The
Heritage Foundation and Inde-
pendent Women's Forum have
made similar remarks to One
News Now.

Before the teen girls told their
side of the story to Fox News,
One News Now was reporting
last summer about the growing
number of female athletes al-
ready stepping forward and
speaking out against this dis-
crimination.
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Guest Commentary

Stand firm
by  Frank Wright, Ph.D.
Via OneNewsNow.com

Americans alive today are the
blessed beneficiaries of a dis-
tinctly Christian national heri-
tage – whether they realize it or
not.

In Paul's epistle to the
Ephesians, he writes to believ-
ers living in the Roman capital
of the province of Asia. As such
it was an important center of
commerce, education, and poli-
tics. And Ephesus was marked
by its profoundly pagan culture,
as the magnificent temple of
Artemis (Diana), considered one
of the Seven Wonders of the
Ancient World, adorned the
great city.

In his concluding exhortation,
Paul urges the Ephesians (and
us) to put on the full armor of
God:

Finally, be strong in the Lord
and in the strength of His might.
Put on the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to stand
against the schemes of the devil.
For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over
this present darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. Therefore, take

up the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done
all, TO STAND FIRM
(Ephesians 6:10-13; emphasis
added).

We who are followers of Jesus

Christ, trusting Him as Savior
and Lord, also find ourselves
living in an increasingly pagan
culture. The Judeo-Christian
consensus – prevailing since the
founding of America – has seem-
ingly evaporated in our day.

In past generations, practi-
tioners of witchcraft, satanism,
and black magic were seen as
shadowy figures ensconced in
disreputable cults. Today they
have websites and marketing
strategies. Human life, as in

pagan times, is now disposable
based upon convenience. Bibli-
cal Christians are deemed hat-
ers by the enlightened souls at
the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter. Amazon makes millions sell-
ing Bibles on the one hand, while
seeking to abridge religious lib-
erty on the other. Governments
abridge religious freedom by fiat,
using the coronavirus pandemic
as cover. And internet
gatekeepers have anointed

themselves the arbiters of free-
dom – the new book-burners of
our time.

Yet, Americans alive today
are the blessed beneficiaries of a
distinctly Christian national
heritage – whether they realize
it or not. For each of our beloved
freedoms (that we often take for
granted) we stand on the shoul-
ders of giants, of patriots – many
of whom gave the last full mea-
sure of their devotion in defense
of those freedoms.

In fighting to preserve
America's heritage of spiritual
freedom and prosperity, we seek
the welfare of others above our
own. Like our forebears, we seek
the glory of God and the ad-
vancement of His kingdom –
because the Gospel of Jesus
Christ is the only hope of man-
kind. We seek American re-
newal, because in her welfare
lies the welfare of uncounted
millions.

The history of America is like
the history of the Christian
church – a miraculous birth,
followed by spiritual strength
and prosperity, but periodically
troubled by weakness of faith,
timidity, and forgetfulness. But
each falling away is succeeded
by a Spirit-led revival and re-
newal, when the people of God
remember the heights from
which they have fallen and re-
turn to the standard of their
Great King and Savior.

And in spite of the seeming
chaos of our day, America re-
mains that solitary City on a
Hill, shining the light of free-
dom before a world that yet sees

us as the last best hope of man-
kind. Like our forebears, we
must be a people of hope, active
in defense of freedom – even as
we also look forward to a City
with Foundations whose archi-
tect and builder is God.

Yes, we do seem to be enter-
ing a new rising of "this present
darkness." And as Yogi Berra is
purported to have said: "It's déjà
vu all over again." But having
put on the full armor of God, we
must stand firm against this
present darkness in the power
of the Holy Spirit – for the sake
of the Kingdom of God.

Writing from his jail cell in
Birmingham, Alabama, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. re-
minded us: “The ultimate mea-
sure of a man is not where he
stands in moments of comfort
and convenience, but where he
stands at times of challenge and
controversy.”

Now is the time for the men
and women who name Christ as
Savior and King to stand for
truth and defend freedom, be-
cause America is a nation worth
fighting for.

Serving Servants
by Larry Barker, Director of
Operations North America
BMA of America Missions

Department

On a recent podcast, Thom
Rainer said, “You should treat
everyone equally the same.”
That sounds right because
church is certainly no place to
be showing favoritism. Paul, in
Ephesians 4, stressed oneness
of body, Spirit, hope, Lord, faith,
baptism and God. Sam Rainer
then said, “I need to push back
on that a little because it is not
realistic. The need creates at-
tention to the things that need
attention when they need at-
tention.” The reality is that
people have different needs, at
different times and at different
levels of intensity.

My wife, Shelby, is a regis-
tered nurse and has worked on
the floor of two hospitals over
the last 12 years. Whenever
there is a code blue, the urgency

of that situa-
tion requires
every on e ’ s
immediate fo-
cus and at-
tention. The
patient is in a
life-threaten-
ing challenge
and, many times, their heart
has stopped beating. This re-
quires an “all hands on deck”
mentality, and the needs of other
patients two rooms down must
be placed on the back burner.
The medical staff cannot be fo-
cused on a patient’s request for
a diet coke at that moment.

In ministry, there are many
times that the needs are so criti-
cal they demand the immediate
attention of the pastor, staff,
and sometimes even the entire
church body. This could include
the death of a loved one, a major
life-threatening accident, a mar-
riage about to dissolve or an
intervention that must take

place. Leaders are called to serve
others just as medical staff is
called to serve others. The ques-
tion needs to be asked, “Who is
serving them?”

In Phil. 4:10, Paul said, “ I
rejoiced in the Lord greatly that
once again you renewed your
care for me. You were, in fact,
concerned about me but lacked
the opportunity to show it.” He
continued in verse 15, “And you
Philippians know that in the
early days of the gospel, when I
left Macedonia, no church
shared with me in the matter of
giving and receiving except you
alone.” Thank God for those who
are serving those who serve.

During this difficult and un-
precedented time, how can your
church serve those who are serv-
ing such as public officials, first
responders (Police, Firemen,
Paramedic, EMT’s) and medical
personnel such as doctors,
nurses, nurses’ aides, support
staff, nursing homes, hospice,

and funeral homes? As
one man in our church
stated about medical
professionals, “They
are pretty beat up
right now.” There are
life-changing and life-
altering moments in
all of our lives
that demand immedi-
ate attention.

Here is a testimony from one
of those medical professionals,
my wife. “Multiple facets of our
lives have changed for many of
us in the past year, and we won-
der if life will ever be the same
again. For those of us in the
medical field, 2020 has reshaped
the way we deal with life and
death. This is not a discussion of
COVID, masks or vaccines, but
just my thoughts on the harsh
realities that I personally have
had to face.

“I work in a small hospital in
a small town. I know that what
I’ve experienced doesn’t begin
to compare with the number of
deaths, difficulties, fatigue and
shortages that the larger cities
have had. Though on a smaller
scale, our situation has still been

heart wrenching. The
constant in my life has
first been the Lord and
His Word; then He has
blessed me with a
great support system
in Larry, our family,
and fellow believers. I
will get random texts
from family and
friends to remind me

that they are praying for me.
“I’ve had the privilege to pray

with several of my patients dur-
ing this time and I’m thankful
that I am always able to pray
over them and for them and
their families. I have had pa-
tients pass away in the 13 years
I’ve been a nurse, and those
deaths were difficult as well,
but this season has been differ-
ent. During normal times, mul-
tiple family members most likely
were present, saying goodbye to
their loved one, holding their
hand, praying, singing, whis-
pering sweet words or gently
stroking their brow.

“Now, at the end of life, one
person might be able to be by

continued on page 8

Larry Barker



8 February 1, 2021 •  Mississippi Baptist

Baptist Missionary
Association of Mississippi

www.bmaofmississippi.com

DEPARTMENTS & COMMISSIONS

Mississippi Baptist Paper
P.O. Box 8181

Laurel, MS 39441
601-426-3293

Southeastern Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
601-426-6346

State Youth Department
4226 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
662-397-6832

Baptist Children's Home
118 Lowe Rd.

Laurel, MS 39443
601-426-3928

Missions & Revolving
 Loan Fund

4226 Highway 15 North
 Laurel, MS 39440

601-428-8616

Commission on Senior Adults
4226 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
601-729-2613

History & Archives
Commission

4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, MS 39440

Moral Action
P.O. Box 88

Mantachie, MS 38855
662-282-7425

Contact BMA Foundation Executive Director Charles Attebery
for more information.

charles@bmaamerica.org or cell 501-472-2183

Some Ways to Give
Stocks and bonds

Life insurance policies
IRA Rollovers

Bequests
Charitable Gift Annuities

Gifts to the BMA Foundation are never spent.
They are invested and the earnings benefit BMA

departments annually until the Lord returns.



Mark your calendars for

World Missions Day 2021 on

February 28, and join BMA

Missions in celebrating, praying

for and giving to global missions.

the bedside for a few minutes,
but more often than not,
FaceTime has been used. Fami-
lies and staff cry together. The
funeral home representatives
will come in with their gurney
to take the deceased away. In
our old normal, they would have
had a nice blanket that perhaps
has the monogram of their facil-
ity to cover the patient and wheel
them discreetly away. But not
so much now.

“I recently had my first expe-
rience putting a person in a body
bag for transport. The gentle-
man wasn’t my patient. I knew
nothing of him or his family. I
was just helping another nurse

Servants
from page 7

friend and the funeral home
transporter. It wasn’t an easy
task. As I was doing the final zip
to close the bag, all I could see
was his bare feet. I had to pause
and take a breath. I wondered,
did those feet know Jesus? Did
they walk with Him? Then I
closed the bag. I’ll never look at
feet the same way again.”

Now is the time for us to focus
on serving those who serve. How
can your church be a blessing
and an encouragement to these
who are working on the front
lines and who are emotionally
weary and physically tired?
Brainstorm on how you might
get them a gift card, feed them
lunch, send them flowers or find
some other way of knowing their
service is greatly appreciated.
Pray for them, encourage them,
and send them a text letting
them know they are loved!

When You Hear the Worst News Possible
from Lifeword

A well checkup revealed
something not quite right, and
that led to tests and a biopsy.
The doctor assured us that good
news was more than likely, so
we squeezed the doctor’s ap-
pointment onto our calendar.

Unfortunately, the biopsy
revealed that Richard had can-
cer.

A few minutes later we stood
in a parking lot. I closed my
eyes, holding tight to the man
who makes me laugh until I
have to run to the bathroom.

The person I love second, af-
ter Jesus.

We hadn’t budgeted time for
much more than that embrace.
Richard had clients waiting. I
had women arriving at my home
in an hour for Bible study.

Richard and I climbed into
our respective cars and turned
different directions on Inter-
state 49. Suddenly I realized
that I couldn’t see. I pulled off at
the next exit and found a safe

place to park. I rested my head
on the steering wheel and wept
like a baby.

I made it home in time for
Bible study.

We gathered around the table
and opened our Bibles, flipping
to the Scriptures for the day’s
study. I numbly read the pas-
sage in front of me. It was the
story of the second miracle of
fishes and loaves:

About this time another large
crowd had gathered, and the
people ran out of food again.
Jesus called his disciples and
told them, ‘I feel sorry for these
people. They have been here
with me for three days, and they
have nothing left to eat. If I send

them home hungry, they will
faint along the way. For some of
them have come a long distance.’

His disciples replied, ‘How are
we supposed to find enough food
to feed them out here in the
wilderness?’” Mark 8:1–4

Jesus had multiplied a little
boy’s lunch into enough to feed
thousands just a few days ear-
lier.

Now there’s another oppor-
tunity.

Same problem as before. Too
many people. Too little food. Not
enough faith.

I often write in the margins of
my Bible. In bold letters I saw
my own words staring up at me.

How did they forget the first

miracle so soon?
The page blurred. I stood next

to the disciples, except this time
I was in a parking lot in
Fayetteville, Arkansas, with my
arms around my husband.

I had forgotten our first
miracle.

You see, twenty-three years
earlier, I was sick with cancer.

We beat the odds, and that
was a gift. For a long time, I
thought that was the big
miracle, but later I realized the
true miracles came as we dug
deep into our faith and came up
with enough to make it through
the day—or the hour if that was
what was required.

That was our loaves and
fishes, multiplied beyond our
meager supply.

My friends at Bible study
didn’t know what to think as I
sat there, holding open my Bible,
tears dropping onto the page.

In that moment I was a mod-
ern-day disciple holding up my
not-enough faith.

Faith is birthed in the
trenches of our not enough.

Surrendering all that we have
from the very beginning is a big
move of faith, no matter what
we are facing.

Over and over in Scripture,
Jesus asks the disciples to give
what they don’t seem to have

and he calls it BIG.
What Jesus sees as big is dif-

ferent from what we see as big.
When Richard was first diag-

nosed, I didn’t have enough
faith, and it’s okay to acknowl-
edge that. As long as I was will-
ing to give him what I did have.
Every hard place. Every strik-
ingly beautiful moment.

What does God want?
All of it.
When we feel small, we carry

our “not enough” to God on a
regular basis.

Whatever big thing we are
facing, God not only sees it but
is waiting for us.

We step toward him with our
hands raised high, no-holds-
barred, bringing him every un-
certainty, every hope, all our
fears, all our strength, every
aspect of our situation.

The “big” is birthed inside of
us as we believe that he can do
something with the little that
we do have. Whether it leads to
a lame man leaping to his feet
(healing), a few loaves multi-
plied by thousands (provision),
hymns sung in the darkness of
prison (hope), or standing near
to Jesus while everything
around us seems to fall apart
(courage), our faith becomes an
anchor.

Don’t forget: Believe big when
you feel small!

I know both how to be abased, and I know how
to abound: every where and in all things I am
instructed both to be full and to be hungry,

both to abound and to suffer need. I can do all
things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

Phillipians 4:12-13 


