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State GMA Retreat
February 8-9, 2008

Camp Garaywa
Clinton, Mississippi

February 25-26,2008
BMA of Mississippi

Pastor's Retreat
Skyway Hills Baptist Church

Pearl, Mississippi

March 13, 2008
BMA of Mississippi

Missions & Evangelistic
Conference

Skyway Hills Baptist Church
Pearl, Mississippi

8:30 am - 8:30 pm

2008 BMA of Mississippi
Senior Adult Conferences

South Conference
March 27, 2008

Big Creek Baptist Church
Soso, Mississippi

9:30 AM

Galilean Camp
Lake Tiak-O-Khata

Louisville, Mississippi
April 11-12, 2008

North Conference
May 13, 2008

East Amory Baptist Church
Amory, Mississippi

9:30 AM

UpcomingUpcomingUpcomingUpcomingUpcoming
EventsEventsEventsEventsEvents

'I will bless them that bless thee'
By Hal Lindsey

Used with permission of the author
There is a legendary story concerning an

agitated Frederick the Great who, in frustra-
tion, demanded from his cabinet that some-
body provide him with proof of the existence

of God. There was a momentary silence
before one of his counselors spoke up: "Have
you considered the Jew, your Majesty?" he
asked.

The continuing existence of the Jew is
proof positive of God's existence, just as the
existence of a Jewish state is proof positive
that we are living in the last days of human
government as foretold by the Bible proph-
ets of antiquity.

There are three distinct statements made
within the Divine promise of blessing given
to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob.

The first is that God will bless those who
bless the Jews.

When the United States wrested its seat at
the council of nations from England, it be-
came the first nation on earth to grant full
citizenship to Jews.

It was the first nation to allow the Jews an
unrestricted vote. It was the first nation to
recognize the incomparable blessing the Jew-

ish people have been to humanity.
America's second president, John Adams,

said, "The Jews have done more to civilize
men than any other Nation. They are the
most glorious Nation that ever inhabited the
earth. The Romans and their Empire were
but a bauble in comparison to the Jews. They
have given religion to three-quarters of the
globe and have influenced the affairs of
Mankind more, and more happily than any
other Nation, ancient or modern."

And no nation on the face of the planet
today, or at any time in recorded history, has
been more greatly blessed than the United
States of America.

The second is that God promised that in
the Jews "shall all families of the earth be
blessed."

Without the Jews, there would be no
Bible. Jesus came to earth as a Jew. Without
the Jewish Jesus, there would be no Chris-
tianity.

Apart from the theological argument, a
quick look at the last hundred years or so
proves the promise isn't confined to reli-
gious blessings alone.

From 1901 to 2001, the world's 6 billion
people competed for the scarce 844 Nobel
Prizes that have been awarded. Among those

6 billion people are nearly 2 billion Muslims
– roughly 20 percent of the global popula-
tion.

Of those 2 billion Muslims, eight have
been singled out to receive the Nobel Prize
– (seven if you consider that one of them was
a politically motivated award mistakenly
given unrepentant terrorist Yasser Arafat).

In any case, Muslims account for less than
1 percent of the total Nobel Prizes awarded
in the last hundred years.

In the middle of the 20th century, the
Nazis exterminated some 6 million Jews,
more than half the world's Jewish popula-
tion. There are today about 14 million Jews
left.

Even with half their number exterminated
at the century's midpoint, 159 of the remain-
ing 836 Nobel Prizes were awarded to Jews,
or roughly 18.8 percent of all the Nobel
Prizes awarded in Nobel's history.

(If you're keeping track, that is about 20
times as many prizes divided among 14
million Jews than were shared by the 2
billion Muslims worldwide)

In America, the influence of American
Jews is hugely disproportionate to their num-
bers. Conspiracists point darkly to the "Jew-
ish influence" in education, banking, law,

Historically,
wherever the Jews

were welcomed, that
nation flourished and

prospered. Where
the Jews were

persecuted, those
nations floundered.

SOAR 2008 is quickly approaching and it
promises to be an exciting conference! SOAR
has 5 base themes that it rotates over a 5 year
period. Those themes are Discipleship, Ser-
vice, Missions, Evangelism and this year’s
base theme Worship.

“All of life is worship!” Everyone wor-
ships someone or something and the object
of our worship as believers should be our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. SOAR will
challenge those attending to consider that
Worship is not just a once a week event, but
an important part of a believer’s daily life.
The commitment given to activities, people,
and events shows the level of importance
they hold in a person’s life. SOAR will share
that a lifestyle of worship should have the
highest commitment level in the life of a
believer. The sessions will focus on commit-

ment in relation to our worship in the follow-
ing ways:
Session 1 - Commitment to Christ and Wor-
ship in a Local Church
Session 2 - Commitment to the Commission
and Worship Around the World
Session 3 - Commitment to Daily Commun-
ion and Personal Worship
Session 4 - Commitment to Consistency and
Living a Life of Worship
Session 5 - Commitment to Clarity About
Who We Worship
Session 6 - Commitment to Change So Oth-
ers Can See Christ Through Our Lives As
We Worship

Jerry Jolly will lead Session 1 as he shares
his journey of how God moved in him and

continued on page 2 continued on page 3

DiscipleGuide Announces Plans for SOAR 2008!

SOAR 2008….Heroes! Ordinary People, Extraordinary Results.
July 3-5 - San Antonio, Texas

Brand New Grand Hyatt Hotel
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News articles should contain information
that will be of interest to the general

public who are not members of the church
that is reporting.

CHURCH NEWS

Amory Church to hold Marriage Conference
East Amory Baptist Church will have Bro. Travis Plumlee

teaching in a Marriage Conference on Friday night, February 15
from 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. and then again on Saturday, February 16
from 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  His subject will be, "Making Good
Marriages Better."  He will also be preaching a revival for us
beginning on Sunday morning and concluding on Wednesday,
February 20.  Pray for us and come and worship with us if at all
possible.

We are looking forward to the great things the Lord is going
to do.  Come and be a part of it.

Roger Akers, Pastor

Pine Ridge to Have Homecoming Services
Pine Ridge Baptist Church, Laurel, will celebrate Home-

coming services February 10, 2008. Bro. Johnny Williams will
be the guest speaker. Lunch will be served at the church.

All former pastors, members, and friends are invited to
attend.

Harmony Missions Meeting
The Harmony Missions meeting met with the Farmington

Church, Corinth, with Bro. Frank Panzrino as moderator.
Bro Lloyd Minor was our speaker.

We voted for  First, Mantachie, and First Hispanic Church
to exchange places in our meeting rotation. The First His-
panic Church will have the program for the February meet-
ing. Anita Akers gave a report for the WMA. Bro. Panzrino
gave a report for State Missions. Bro. Roger Akers led the
closing prayer.

Bro. Mavous Phifer, Clerk

Rocky Branch, Sumrall
Rocky Branch Baptist Church, Sumrall, will hold revival

services February 17-20, 2008. Guest speaker will be Bro.
Greg Medenwald, pastor of Magnolia Baptist Church in
Hattiesburg. Services will be nightly at 7:00 p.m.

Big Creek Association meets
The churches of the Big Creek Association met on January

10, 2008, with Calvary Baptist Church, Taylorsville, for their
regular monthly meeting.  The meeting was opened with
special music by Mississippi Five, a blue-grass gospel group
consisting of members Harold Floyd, Chris Floyd, Howard Hill,
Preston Roney, and Frank Walker.

The opening prayer was led by Bro. Will Hutchinson.  Host
pastor, Bro. John Riles, gave the welcome; the response was
given by Bro. David Bailey, Pastor of Salem Baptist Church.

There were fifteen churches represented.  Bro. Roger Jefcoat
read the minutes; they were approved as read.  Bro. Robert
Bynum gave the treasurer's report.  The balance in the
account is $22,550.17.  Motion carried to adopt this report.

Before the message, there was special music by Mr. and Mrs.
Bobby Ashley.  The speaker for the evening message was Bro.
Ray Freeman, Director of MS State Missions.  His subject was
"It's All About Him."  Revelation 4:11 was his text verse.

After announcements and prayer requests, the closing prayer
was led by Bro. Adam Sloan. A time of fellowship and refresh-
ments followed the services.

Steve Clark, Moderator
Arthur Smith, Reporter

Bethel, Fulton
Hello from all at Bethel.  The Harmony Association meeting

was held at Farmington Baptist in Corinth on the 11th.  Don't
forget the next meeting in February will be at Ripley with Bro.
Elvis Garcia.

Bro. Jameson and wife enjoyed a "Christian Cruise" and
filling the pulpit in his absence were Bro. J.T. Roberts, Bro.
Tracy McMillen, and Bro. Jake Steele, on Wednesday Bro.
Chris Umfress  We are so thankful we have young men to step
up and take charge.

Brotherhood met on the 27th for a time of devotional and
fellowship.  The speaker was from Touched by An Angel
Ministries.

If you are in our area our doors are always open.  There have
been 3 additions since last report.

Dr. Martin Jameson, pastor
Joyce Cooley, reporter

Leave It
To Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

2008 Pastor's Retreat
February 25-26, 2008

Skyway Hill Baptist Church
Pearl Mississippi

Theme
The Local Church in Global Missions

Matthew 28: 19-20

The four assigned parts for this study will be pre-
sented as follows:

I.  Discipleship and Leadership Development
Dr. John Adams

II. How to be a Missionary-Sending Church
Dr. Medrick Savell

III. How to Lead a Missions-Minded Church
Bro. Don Brown

IV. Local Church Cooperation in Global Missions
Bro. Leon Carmical

Three speakers will be selected from the attendees.
The fee for the retreat will be $25.00.

Registration will begin at 1:00 P.M.
on Monday, February 25.

Pastors, mark your calendars now and
plan to attend this retreat!

showed him the power of Worship in the local church to
reach out to younger generations! Students and leaders will
be amazed and challenged by his message!

The BMAA Missions Department will lead Session 2 as
we see the power of worship in spreading the Gospel around
the World.

SOAR favorite Darren Neely will be speaking in Sessions
3-5! Darren will use his unique way of communicating with
this generation as he shares the importance of Communion,
Consistency, and Clarity in our Personal Worship.

A challenging Session 6 will encourage Student Minis-
tries to make a “Commitment to Change” and take home a list
of what God has shown them to implement in their homes and
churches as they return from SOAR 2008.

The SOAR Band will be leading worship, SOAR Villages
will be back stronger than ever with many new features and
guest artists will be unveiled soon with many other surprises

in store! SOAR is a conference you don’t want to miss!
Information is available on the DiscipleGuide Website at

www.discipleguide.com or www.bma-dcm.org. Registra-
tion is $60 per person. Group room rate is $105 per night with
up to four to a room. Make your reservations at the Hyatt by
June 8 @ 800-233-1234 or direct at 210-224-1234. Groups
are encouraged to make their reservations early to insure they
get the rooms they need because a high attendance is antici-
pated!

Soar Serves
A new service opportunity this year is SOAR Serves.

Youth groups attending SOAR can come a day early and
participate in “Christmas in July.” SOAR has teamed up with
FP Assistance for Youth Groups to gather in local parks to
have lunch, play and give a gift box to underprivileged
children in the San Antonio area. Youth groups are asked to
bring gift boxes as well as certain optional items that can be
a blessing to these government daycare centers all over San
Antonio. A section of the registration form will be dedicated
to SOAR Serves and every group that registers by the
deadline will be given specific details about their SOAR
Serves group.

Groups participating in SOAR Serves will be asked to
attend a meeting at 8:30am on July 2 so that final instructions
can be given to the groups. Groups will most likely need to
check into the hotel on July 1. SOAR serves will start at
10:00am and be completed at noon. Groups are free to go and
enjoy other options in the San Antonio area the rest of the
day. Plans are already being made for SOAR Serves 2009
and promises to become a special part of the SOAR experi-
ence each year!

SOAR 2008
from page 1

RELEARNING THE MOST

IMPORTANT THIS YEAR
(Mark 6.30-32)

Many New Year’s resolutions are predictable in their
utterance and foreseeable in their failure. However, there are
some resolutions or actions I need to bring into my life or to
bring back into my life in
this time of new begin-
nings.  These are the
things that make living
and existing the way God
intended for His children.
These actions need my
attention:
1. To gather around Jesus. There is no better place to
encounter the reality of life than in His presence. I can gather
around my friends, my club, my hobbies, even the internet,
but this activity fails to put me into contact with Jesus.
2. To report to Jesus. The Western idea of independence is
good, but at it times fails to meet the standard of God’s
requirements for His creatures.  We are created to worship
and serve God.  We need to be responsive to our creator.
Let’s tell Him about our lives.
3.  To go with Jesus to a quiet place. We are always “looking
for something to do; something to fill our emptiness.” Well,
here it is.  Let’s go with Jesus on a great adventure.  Once the
apostles went with Him they were able to have a part in
feeding the 5,000 - the only miracle all four Gospels record!
I know this is what is needed in my day and in my time.  To
get there, I must go with Jesus.

4. To be in solitude with Jesus. I am ever busy with the
mundane and the ever present “important now.”  I deal with
deadlines and time lines. I have a business and a family of
priorities I must attend. This is all true for many of us.
The critical concern for me this year is to have the most
important - not the almost most important - focus for my life.
The good of life is not the best for my life.  To gather around
Jesus, to report to Him, to go with Jesus to a quiet place, and
to be in solitude with Him is the most important course of
action for me to relearn this year.
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59th Annual

BMA of America National Meeting
April 21-23, 2008

Monday Morning, April 21
Display/Exhibit Set-up  (Mon.-Wed.) McLennan Hall
Registration Set-up (Enrollment and Finance Committee)

Monday Evening, April 21
 7:00 First General Session Chisholm Hall
  Music
  Opening Prayer
  Welcome by President
  Introduction of Offi cers 
  Introduction of Host Pastors
  Concert: First Baptist Church, Magnolia
   Sanctuary Choir
  President’s Message and Introduction of Theme

Tuesday Morning, April 22
 7:15-8:15 Ministers Wives’ and
   Widows’ Coffee Decordova Room
 8:00-8:30 WMA Registration Brazos North
 8:30 WMA Brazos North
 8:30 Brotherhood Chisholm Hall
 10:00 Pastors’ and Laymen’s Conference Chisholm Hall

Tuesday Afternoon, April 22 (Called Meetings)
 1:30 Committee Meetings
  Missions Department Huaco Room
  Baptist Music Fellowship Bosque Theatre
  Lifeword Ranger 1
  DiscipleGuide Ranger 2
  BMA Seminary Ranger 3
  Nominating Committee Ranger 5
  Evaluations Texas 1
  Ministers Resource Services Texas 2
  Moral Action Committee Texas 3

Tuesday Afternoon, April 22
 3:00 Second General Session Chisholm Hall
  Music and Prayer
 3:10 Enrollment Committee (Initial Report)
   Welcome Petitioning Churches
   Seating Their Messengers
 3:20 Proposed Changes to the Constitution
 3:50 Clerk’s Report
 4:00 Master’s Builders Report
 4:10 DiscipleGuide Church Resources Report
 4:40 Miscellaneous Business
 5:00 Prayer/Adjourn

 Tuesday Evening, April 22
 7:00 Third General Session Chisholm Hall
  Music and Prayer
  Jacksonville College Choir
  Annual Message Dr. Charley Holmes
    Alternate Dr. Fiodor Barinuik
  Prayer/Adjourn

Wednesday Morning, April 23
 8:30 Fourth General Session Chisholm Hall
  Music and Prayer
 8:45 Nominating Committee Report
 9:05 Coordinating Council Report
 9:30 Election of Offi cers
  Election of Annual Speaker
 10:00 Baptist Music Fellowship Report
 10:10 Moral Action Committee Report
 10:40 Lifeword Broadcast Ministries Report
 11:10 Brotherhood Report
 11:20 WMA Report
 11:30 Vote on Constitutional Changes
  Miscellaneous Business
  Prayer/Adjourn

Wednesday Afternoon, April 23
 2:00 Fifth General Session Chisholm Hall
  Music and Prayer
 2:15 Final Nominating Committee Report
 2:25 Minute and Clerk Hire
 2:35 Ministers Resource Services Report
 3:05 BMAA Seminary Report
 3:35 Revolving Loan Fund Report
 3:45 Final Enrollment Committee Report

Wednesday Evening, April 23
 7:00 Sixth General Session Chisholm Hall
  Music and Prayer
  Missions Department Report
  59th Annual Session Closed
  Missionary Commissioning Service
  Closing Prayer

Waco Convention Center • Waco, Texas
Program

Enrollment Committee Schedule

Nursery  •  TBA

Monday 2:00-4:00 p.m.
 6:00-7:00 p.m. and 30 minutes after session
Tuesday 8:30-9:00 a.m.
 2:00-3:00 p.m. 
 6:30-7:00 p.m. and 30 minutes after session
Wednesday 8:00-8:30 a.m.

 There are no RV hook-ups available at the Convention center in Waco 
but self-contained units can park in the parking lot. RV parks available are:
 • Lake Waco — (877) 444-6777
 • Heart of Texas Fair Complex — (254) 776-1660
 • River View Campground — (254) 662-0475
 • I-35 RV Park — (254) 829-0698
 • Quail Crossing RV Park — (888) 848-4116
 • NorthCrest Manor — (254) 799-3963

— Leon Carmical

medicine, government, media and
entertainment as evidence of a Jew-
ish conspiracy to control the world.

They accurately point out that
American Jewry accounts for less
than 2 percent of America's general

population, but then draw their con-
clusions without the benefit of Scrip-
tural discernment.

The "Jewish influence" in Ameri-
can life is part of God's blessing on
America – the "Jewish conspiracy"
canard given them in reward is part
of God's curse on Israel.

"Then will I pluck them up by the
roots out of My land which I have
given them; and this house, which I

have sanctified for My Name, will I
cast out of my sight, and will make
it to be a proverb and a byword
among all nations" (2 Chronicles
7:20).

The curse was partially lifted,
beginning in 1948, but will not be
entirely lifted until the close of the
Tribulation Period.

"And it shall come to pass, that as
ye were a curse among the heathen,

O house of Judah, and house of
Israel; so will I save you, and ye
shall be a blessing: fear not, but let
your hands be strong" (Zechariah
8:13).

The Jews have returned to the
Land, but they remain a "proverb
and a byword among all nations" to
this day.

Finally, God promised that He
would "curse them that curse you."

The precision with which God kept
this promise is nothing less than
astonishing.

During the Crusades from 1095
to 1270, Jews in Southern Europe
fled to Spain, England, Scandinavia
and Eastern Europe as the result of
severe persecution and wholesale
massacres of the Jews.

England turned out to be the
wrong place to go, because in 1290
King Edward I expelled the Jews.
King Charles II did the same thing
in 1394 by forcing all Jews from
France. Interestingly, Spanish Jews
found peace and security in Spain
and Portugal while those countries
were under Muslim rule.

At that point in history, Europe
was fractured, ignorant and in con-
stant turmoil, while that same pe-
riod of time is known to history as
the Golden Age of Islam.

The Moors were world-renowned
for their knowledge of astronomy,
medicine and science, and the Is-
lamic world boasted the most exten-
sive libraries that had ever existed
to that time.

In the 1400s, the Moors were
kicked out of Spain by the Papal
forces of Europe. In 1492, on the
same day Columbus set sail for the
New World, Spain expelled any un-
converted Jews who had survived
the Spanish Inquisition. This time
they fled back to England where the
Protestant reformation now wel-
comed them.

Spain's global empire lasted less
than a century after it expelled its
Jews, to be replaced by the Jew-
friendly British Empire whose reach
extended to every corner of the
globe. In 1917, the British captured
Palestine from the Muslims. The
British Crown offered the Jews a
homeland via the Balfour Declara-
tion, and a year later, England won
the First World War.

After the war, the British broke
most of their promises to the Jews,
restricted Jewish immigration to the
Holy Land, and in the years since
have increasingly turned their backs
on the Jews that brought them such
great blessings for more than 300
years.

The British Empire upon which
"the sun never set" in 1900, had, by
1948, lost its last colony when
Burma declared independence, and
the British Empire was no more.

In 1933, Germany was among
the most cultured and sophisticated
nations in Europe. Old Berlin was
Europe's Crown Jewel. The Nazis
turned on the Jews, together with
most of Eastern Europe, and 12
years later, Europe's Crown Jewel
was a pile of burning rubble.

The Arab world, which had been
so blessed during its Golden Age,
collapsed into its present state of
affairs, with most of it still operat-
ing as if electricity had never been

Israel . . .
from page 1

continued on page 4
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

"The next time Brother Brimstone preaches,
I'm sitting in the back of  the church!"

An Active Time of The Year
By looking at the "Upcoming

Events" side bar on the front
page of this issue we are made
well aware that there is a lot
going on in the Lord's work - at
least there is a lot of 'activity'.

I look forward to the activities
of my church and those of our
state and national work. It is
always a joy to fellowship with
our people and participate in
these events.

It is not too hard to let these
activities become just 'activities'.
We are all busy and it seems that
the more we try to get accom-
plished the more there is to do.

Ministry is not activity
alone, but the act of 'min-
istering' and 'accom-
plishing' for Christ's sake.
Let us make sure that in
all our activity that we
are actually accomplish-
ing something for His
sake. That's our mission
and ministry.

About Politics
I am just about worn out with

politics - both state-wide and
nationally. I keep looking for the
right direction and individual and
the closer I look the more I

desire the choice of
"None of the Above".

We will have to make
choices eventually. It is
not about party, prom-
ises or preferences. This
writer thinks its about
what direction our heav-
enly Father would have
us to go.

In all of our decisions
I believe it is our duty to mea-
sure those individuals who want
our vote and support by the
standards of the One who cre-
ated all that is and the one who
is in charge of His creation.

Minister restored
Dear Editor,

Sixteen months ago, Bro. Bobby
Fischer resigned as pastor of his
church because of a personal sin in
his life. I have been pastor of that
same church since August. Please
note that church, Richmond Road
Baptist Church of Texarkana, Texas,
voted the following in their Decem-
ber business meeting:

Richmond Road Baptist Church
acknowledges the steps of counsel-
ing, accountability, and reconcilia-
tion taken by Bro. Bobby Fischer
during his process of restoration.
We rejoice in the fact that this pro-
cess has brought restoration to his
marriage, his family, and, now, his
ministry.

As Bro. Bobby’s pastor, I rejoice
in a number of things. I rejoice in the
grace and mercy of a loving Savior
who welcomes the repentant with
open arms (Luke 15:20) - that’s me
as well as Bro. Bobby. I rejoice in a
church that tries to practice what it
preaches (Galatians 6:1) - that’s my
church. I rejoice in a brother who
faced his sin and himself and be-
came a better man through God’s
help - that’s my friend. I also rejoice
that Bro. Bobby and his wife Debra

are willing to share their story. Their
desire is to help others and to glorify
God, and I believe they can and they
will.

In His service,
Paul Bullock

Editor’s Note: Bro. Fischer person-
ally approved the above letter.

Gothards available
to minister
Dear Editor,

Gothard Evangelistic Ministries
is entering its second year of exist-
ence and is praising the Lord for His
care and provision.  We are cur-
rently scheduling dates for Reviv-
als, Homecomings, Special Empha-
sis Days, Men's & Women's Con-
ferences or Concerts for 2008.  If
you would like to schedule the
Gothards for one of your upcoming
events please contact Paul at 832-
202-9717.  Please visit our website
at www.thegothards.com to obtain
more information about our minis-
try as well as hear our music.  We
look forward to hearing from you
soon!

Thank you,
Paul & Lisa Gothard

Ministry introduced
Dear Editor,

I, Tim Maxwell, would like to
announce that I feel the Lord has
called me into a new evangelistic
ministry.  I resigned as Youth Di-
rector at Skyway Hills in Pearl,
Missisippi, back in September of
last year, after nearly 2 years on the
field.  My family and I now live in
Union, Missouri.  I may be reached
at (636) 744-1156 or
tjmaxwell@liberty.edu.  I would
cherish the opportunity to come and
speak to some of the good people of
Mississippi.

Tim Maxwell

harnessed.
The Arab Muslims supported

Hitler, opposed Jewish immigration,
waged repeated wars against Israel,
deny Israel its rightful territory, and
now mount a global jihad to finish
Hitler's goal of total extermination.
The backward nature of modern Is-
lamic culture and society are the
fruits of those efforts.

Historically, wherever the Jews
were welcomed, that nation flour-
ished and prospered. Where the Jews
were persecuted, those nations
floundered.

It is more than just coincidence;
it is an identifiable historical pattern
that has continued, without devia-
tion, since the days of the Babylonian
captivity.

Babylon prospered when its Jews
prospered, it fell to Persia when

Neboplasser turned against them.
Persia prospered until it turned on
the Jews, whereupon it fell to
Alexander's Greece. And so on,
throughout history, up to and in-
cluding the impending collapse of
the rabidly anti-Semitic United Na-
tions.

God's Word is true, and Bible
prophecy is always 100 percent ac-
curate. Jesus said that before He
returned, ALL Bible prophecy
would be fulfilled – to the tiniest
"jot and tittle" – (the two most insig-
nificant characters in the Hebrew
alphabet).

In tracing Israel's history from
Babylon to the present, we see the
incredible detail with which God
keeps His Word. Although America
continues to be Israel's principle
protector, and continues to enjoy
the concomitant blessings that come
with it, America's good fortunes
began to wane about the same time
the White House forced Israel into
the Oslo Agreement.

The "land for peace" formula
called for Israel to give up some of
the land of Promise in exchange for
peace. In other words, it was a form
of blackmail whose terms were
drawn up in Washington and forced
upon Israel for the express purpose
of undoing what God had already
done, including dividing Jerusalem
and taking part of it from the Jews.

"And in that day will I make
Jerusalem a burdensome stone for
all people: all that burden them-
selves with it shall be cut in pieces,
though all the people of the earth be
gathered together against it"
(Zechariah 12:3).

People can certainly deny any
biblical connection, but the hard
reality marches on with the growing
shadow now falling across global
society. Now it is America's turn to
discover just how serious God was
about the whole "blessing and curs-
ing" thing.

And by the time circumstances
force America to recognize the dan-
ger it faces, it will be too late to do
anything to affect the outcome.

"So shall My Word be that goeth
forth out of My Mouth: it shall not
return unto Me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and
it shall prosper in the thing whereto
I sent it " (Isaiah 55:11).

Israel . . .
from page 1
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Christian Action
Commission

Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi
Dr. John M. Adams,Director

P.O. Box 88, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863
Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com

John Adams

Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Don Not View This Movie
The Movie “The Golden Com-

pass” is already in the movie the-
aters since December, 2007.   Any
person that buys a ticket and views
this movie are being exposed to pure
Satanism.

This startling movie is based on a
trilogy, “His Dark Materials” writ-
ten by Philip Pullman, an atheist and
a so-called secular humanist.  This
will be the first of three movies
based on the book.  This part of the
trilogy will be the tamest.

The trilogy centers on the theme:
“I want to kill God in the minds of
children and I want them to decide
against God and the Kingdom of
Heaven.”  The movie portrays the
church, known as the magisterium
in the movie, as the enemy of chil-
dren, of all human goodness, and of
all happiness.  The purpose of the
movie is to cause children and teen-
agers to rebel against their parents,
teachers, church and ultimately any-
one with authority.  Inform your
children and family to stay away
from this demonic film and do not
purchase the video when available
on the market.

The Culture War is Upon Us
Someone has aptly stated, “Con-

trol the children and you control the
future.”  We Christian believers must
pray for our children as they attend
all grade levels of school and col-
lege.  The power of prayer is a
constant source of protection over
their minds and hearts.  Bill O’Reilly
in his book,  Culture Warrior, states
“there is no question  that the secu-
lar-progressive movement is firmly

entrenched on most college cam-
puses and is making a lot of progress
in public secondary and elementary
schools.”  This is worrisome  The
educational battlefield is the key
area of the culture war.  Here, tradi-
tional forces are constantly on the
defense and becoming heavily out-
numbered.

Parental leadership in question
Christian parents are keenly in-

terested in training their children to
“seek peace and pursue it”...I Peter
3:11.  Being a peacemaker is worth
the efforts and desperately needed
to conquer feelings of mistrust, frus-
tration, and suspicion.

If you are a parent, grandparent
or guardian, you can teach children
to be peaceable:

1) Instill a desire in children to
please “the God of Peace,” by skill-
fully using God’s Word daily.

2) Reminder that children are
always watching you, be a peace-
able adult yourself.

3) Be slow to anger and fret.
4) Encourage the true beauty of

forgiveness.
5) Teach your children to obey

and respect adult authority.
The Bible teaches us that the

home should be an Adult centered
family, not a child centered family.
Godly parents understand that there
are rules, regulations, and bound-
aries for their children.  This is the
essence of Godly love.  Children,
while they may not admit it, expect
adults to set the rules and bound-
aries.   It is the responsibility of
adults to enforce the rules, establish
the guidelines, and inform them of

the consequences of misbehavior.
Unfortunately, today’s parents

have been led to believe that the
child is the center of all attention.
As adults, you cannot effectively
lead someone who is at the center of
your attention.

It is hard to blame the parents for
not setting boundaries  between
themselves and their child.  The
eradication of the parent-child
boundary is exactly what most of
the writers and pundits have en-
couraged.  This is not the principle
taught in God’s Word.  The Bible
admonished the parent to “train up a
child,” discipline,  and nuture the
child with the love of God in their
hearts.

Will you pray for our homes,
parents and children?

The Mississippi State Legisla-
ture has convened and your C.A.C.
Director has represented you in Jack-
son again this winter session.  I ask
for your continued prayers for the
commission, your Senators and Rep-
resentatives, our Governor and
President Bush.  Prayer is such a
powerful ally.

National Prayer Breakfast
I will give a report on the Na-

tional Prayer Breakfast in our next
article.  Ms Adams and I will be in
Washington, D.C. February 2-7.

Churches supporting the CAC
Zion Rest, Richton
Westview, Oxford
Big Creek, Soso

Community, Poplarville
Riverside, Ellisville

David Clark
Bro. David Clark is available for

pulpit or pastoral supply wherever
the Lord may lead. He and his wife
are members of Parkview Baptist
Church in Laurel, Mississippi. He
may be contacted at 601-426-6896.

Larry Pierce
Bro. Larry M. Pierce is available

to fill in the pulpit or as the Lord
Leads. He may be contacted at 601-
947-3531.

Church Seeks Pastor
Westview Baptist Church, Ox-

ford, Mississippi, is in search of a
part-time pastor. Anyone inter-
est, please contact Bro. Thomas
Shroads at 662-563-4810.

Commission on Senior Adults
Vern D.Holifield, Director

4226 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440

Greetings
Here we at the end of January.

Gardening time is just around the
corner. So is grass mowing and many
other things that come with Spring
time.

Maybe Spring time will bring a
reviving in the Lord's Churches.  We
need a new emphasis on soul win-
ning and mission around the world.
All ministry activities need a shot of
inspiration and dedication.

The BMA Churches in Missis-
sippi  have a lot going on in the
months ahead.  The Ministers Con-
ference,  the State GMA retreat, the
Missions and Evangelistic Confer-
ence, the two Senior Adult Confer-
ences and the midyear meeting of
the State Association.   There will
be Spring revival meetings going on
also. We all need to pray for true
revival to come to our hearts.

We have several churches with-
out pastors at this time.  Sad, but
true, we have a shortage of good,
sound preachers.  It saddens me, but
it seems the Lord is not calling men
to preach  or men are not listening to
His call. I doubt if we are praying
for this as Jesus told us to pray. It
seems that too many preachers are
not very dedicated to our work.  We
believe Jesus is coming soon and
that should bring commitment to all
of us.

Church visits
We enjoyed a day with the folks

at Lebanon, Laurel. We had a good
day at Red Creek, Lucedale.  These
good churches are without pastors
at this time. Lebanon has called an
interim pastor. It is a blessing to
visit our brothers and sisters around
the State.

Special Project
The churches should have re-

ceived a letter and a form that has to
do with our preachers who have
been preaching fifty years and
longer. If there is a preacher in your
membership with  this long record,
please fill in the form and return it as
soon as possible.  These brethren
will be recognized at the Confer-
ences this year.

Conferences
The  South Conference is just

around the corner.  March 27 is the
date.  Big Creek Church, Highway
84 West Laurel, Soso is the place.
The Mississippi Baptist Paper will
carry the program soon.  The
churches  will receive a letter from
us.  Please take note of  a thing or
two you will need to do. The North
Conference will be May 13 at East
Amory Church, Amory .  More on
this Conference later on.

Constant needs
We need your prayers first.  We

need your financial support.  We
need for you all to load your Vans,
Buses, and Cars and attend one or
both of these conferences.

Family Ark
Ministries
Travis Plumlee

www.travisplumlee.com

Roses Are Red, Violets Are Blue
Roses are red, violets are blue;

what in the world am I going to buy
you? Seeing some men stand in front
of the card section around
Valentine’s Day, is like watching a
calf stare at a new gate. That cock of
the head from side to side, and the
blank stare from the eyes are a sure
fire way of picking out a husband
who loves his wife, but doesn’t have
much of a clue on how to be roman-
tic to her.

Now the devil may be whispering
in your ear that these special days
like birthdays, anniversaries,
Valentine’s Day, etc., are just blown
out of proportion by the card makers
wanting to sell their product. Don’t

listen to that voice. Special days in
our lives are op-
portunities for us
to express how
much we care
about someone.
Life is so busy, we
sometimes take
them for granted.
We love our fam-
ily. Special days
are a chance for us to stop and
reflect on how much this person
truly means to our lives. Guys may
not reflect on this as deeply as la-
dies, but ladies want to be reassured
that you still love them. Families
shouldn’t have to guess that you

love them. They should be told.
They should be
shown. Love
should be ex-
pressed and dem-
onstrated.

Don’t cop out
and say, “Well, I
have never been
that type of a guy.”
Last night ended at

midnight and today is a whole new
day. You have the ability to be more
expressive in your love for some-
one at any given point in life. Every-
one can change for the better. Why
is it better? It is always better to
show how much you care about

someone than to leave them guess-
ing. Don’t say, “You can’t teach an
old dog new tricks.” In my marriage
conferences I tell these guys, “I don’t
teach dogs, I teach people. I don’t
use tricks, but I tell you the truth.” It
is a truth however, that no gift on
earth will cover up bad treatment.
You can tell her that you love her.
You can buy her expensive, roman-
tic gifts, but if you are mean to her,
she doesn’t believe you. First and
foremost, work on how you treat
one another before we buy expres-

sions of how we feel towards one
another. A great verse to act upon
every day is Ephesians 4:32.

Let me see if I can help some of
you who are romantically challenged
in the gift-giving arena.

1. Don’t buy her something that
you think she looks good in. We
men are almost universally wrong
in this area. I think you ought to let
her buy her own drawers. Besides, it
is so embarrassing to go into those

continued on page 6
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Mississippi State WMA
Mrs. Jean Knight, President

27 Paramount Church Rd., Perkinston, MS 39573
601-928-3764

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443

GMA Girls
GMA Promoter - Beth Caldwell

166 Twin Creek Rd, Lucedale, MS 39452
601-947-6011

Sunbeam Promoter - Linda Dertinger
132 HowardHill Road, Soso, MS 39480

601-729-2908

A word from GMA 1st VP
Hello my fellow campers, I want to remind you all that our

State GMA Camp will be February 8 and 9, 2008, at Camp
Garaywa in Clinton.  We are planning to have lots of fun and
exciting things for you to do when you get to camp.  Don’t
forget if you ordered a T-shirt to see me when you sign in at
the registration desk.  Also, if you did not order a T-Shirt I
have ordered only a few extras.  I cannot wait to see your
bright and shining faces.  If you need anything please let me
know.  Don’t forget to LOVE THE UNLOVEABLE.

Megan Brewer
1st Vice President

Attention GMA Counselors
by Beth Caldwell
GMA Promoter

The registration packets have been mailed for GMA
Retreat.  The retreat is February 8 and 9, 2008 at Camp
Garaywa in Clinton, Mississippi.  If you did not receive your
packet and would like to attend the retreat, please contact me
at 601-766-5702 or 601-947-6011 and I will send you the
information you need.  Bro. Corbey Jones will be camp
pastor and Bro. Matt and Mrs. Lisa Hudson will be in charge
of the house party.  They will be doing a mini concert on
Friday night.  If you do not have a GMA at your church you
are still invited to come and share in the blessings of this
retreat.

Queens will be recognized on Friday night and if you have
questions about this please contact Mrs. Jean Knight at 601-
928-3764.

Counselors do not forget to bring items to sell in the Craft
Shoppe and also snacks to sell in the Snack Shoppe.  All
proceeds from this will be going toward the project, “Gabe”.
Each girl will need one dollar to make a craft.  This year they
will be making Valentine cards.

The theme for retreat is “Love the Unlovable” taken from
Mark l2:30-31.  God loved us enough to give His only Son;
shouldn’t we love Him enough to love others more than
ourselves?  I am looking forward to seeing each of you at
retreat.

State GMA President Notes
Dear GMA’s,

This is Savannah your State GMA President.  It’s almost
time for camp!!  Just a few weeks!  All of the State GMA
officers have finalized the plans for camp this year.  I am so
excited about what God has in store!  The theme this year is
“Love the Unlovable” with the scripture taken from Mark
19:30-31.  The dates for camp are February 8th and 9th at
Camp Garaywa.

Brother Corbey Jones will be the Camp Pastor.  I would
like to encourage each one of you to begin praying for camp
and Bro. Jones.  We are going to have lots of fun.

I am also very excited that most all of the GMA National
Officers will be attending camp this year and they can’t wait
to meet all of you!  The team of officers has planned all kinds
of fun and exciting things for all of you this year! We have an
amazing speaker, fun games, great food, and even crafts!  We
are also planning a fun skit for you girls!

There will also be a special treat for you on Friday night
- a concert!  So be sure to come join all the fun this year at
camp! I hope to see each and every one of you there!  I am sure
you will receive a blessing!

Serving Christ in GMA,
Savannah Smith

“LIFT HIS STANDARD” BY CHERITA GERALDSON

A book review
by Mrs. Arthur (Shirlene) Smith

LIFT HIS STANDARD was written by Cherita Geraldson,
the wife of pastor, missionary, and North American Missions
Director, Larry Geraldson. The book was written and pub-
lished in 2001 by the Baptist Publishing House, now
DiscipleGuide, Texarkana, Arkansas.

In this project, Cherita emphasizes the relationship that
true believers have with a powerful, living God. She devel-
ops this theme by recording the standards that God requires
for His children as stated in His Holy Word, the Bible.

This relationship between man and God begins with our
acceptance of His love and sacrifice for our sins by the death
of God's only Son, Jesus. Daniel Webster wrote, "The most
important thought I ever had was that of my individual
responsibility to God." "The fear of the Lord is the beginning
of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and
instruction."(Proverbs 1:7) "Knowing God can make a dull
life exciting, a doubting life sure, a timid life bold, a wander-
ing life purposeful." (Charles Stanley)

Cherita begins with the Biblical basis for ethics. She
develops this thought in chapters entitled Salvation, The
Beginning of Bible Ethics; God's Word, The Source of Bible
Ethics; Love, The Essence of Bible Ethics; Prayer, The
Power of Bible Ethics; The Holy Spirit, The Guardian of
Bible Ethics; and Jesus Christ, The Example of Bible Ethics.

This Standard of God is to be "lifted-up" in the Christian's
home, dress, worship, business, thinking, separation, faith,
and every area of his life.

I recommend this book for any age group of ladies--to
those who are new believers to strengthen their faith in God,
and to those ladies who are more mature in the faith to
prepare them to share their faith with others. LIFT HIS
STANDARD is an excellent resource book of Bible doc-
trines that is the basis for our faith and beliefs. After reading
this book, the believer will be challenged to live a more
dedicated, committed life to our Almighty, Eternal God who
is always faithful to guide His children and supply every
spiritual need in their life.

What a joy to serve such a great God!

Thank You
by Janet Widger

National WMA President
The simple words "Thank You" does not adequately

describe how the Officers of the WMA of the BMA of
America feel.  We want to thank each of you for your
contribution to the special offering taken at the BMAA
Missions Symposium.  The amount collected was over
$3,000.00.  Since that time more offerings have come in.  We
are still a long way from the goal of $80,000.00 but we know
that the Lord will bless whatever amount is received.  When
the ambulance in China is completely paid for and when the
BMA Seminary is teaching students from all over the world
at the same time, you will know that you had a small part in
this wonderful but challenging project.

The National WMA Officers also want to thank Bro.
Grady Higgs and Dr. Charley Holmes and their respective
staff members for thier assistance both physical and financial
in promoting this project.  This has truely been a joint
cooperative effort.

Again, on behalf of all of our officers, thank you.

Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

Advice Columns
The papers are full of advice columns these

days.  Ann Landers and Dear Abby are among
the longest run.

But long before them was Will Rogers.  He
died in a plane crash over 70 years ago and we
still hear him quoted from time to time.

One I read the other day, seems to me, would
be sound advice for some of the political candi-

dates.  It is "Never miss a good chance to shut up."
Grandpa used to say, "It's better to keep your mouth closed

and be thought a fool than to open it and remove all doubt."
Maybe we should pray with the Psalmist, "Let the words

of my mouth and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable
in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer."

kind of stores. If you want to go this route, why don’t you buy
her a gift card to a ladies bloomer store, and let her pick out
what she feels attractive in. As long as she likes it, we’re
happy. Right?

2. Don’t buy her something that plugs in. In other words,
try to avoid things that cause her to work. She may love to
cook. She may tell you that she really wants this new kitchen
gadget. And she does. But I think that could be a regular
household purchase item bought as part of our routine
spending. For special days like birthdays, anniversaries and
sweetheart days, it is best to buy something personal. A gift
that is a treat. A gift that doesn’t require you to work. A gift
that is pampering.

3. Pay attention. Women are great at throwing hints
around. You will actually have to listen however. It may be
while she is reading something. She will say things like, “I
would sure like to have one of these some day.” That is your
hint. If you are buying jewelry, you know what her favorite
stones are. You should know if she likes big and gaudy, or
small and classy. If you don’t know, just ask. She will be glad
to tell you. If she ask why you are asking, just tell her you are
making notes for future reference. Communication works
wonders in this romance area.

4. There are certain women that you can buy clothes for
because they are easy. Anything pleases them that you buy.
For the remaining 99.9% of us, be careful here. You may
think it looks nice, but women are funny in this area. They
actually think about sleeve length, how tight something is,
how low a blouse is cut. And then, they not only pay attention
to color, but they have their likes and dislikes on material. We
guys know that anything we buy for ourselves is going to
make us look good. We don’t worry about how big our pants
makes us look. But ladies do. So, I would go with another gift
card here. Jewelry is okay. Perfume is usually safe. Flowers
and candy are good. A card, or you writing a little hand-
written note is special. You can make a CD for her. You can
take some pictures and have some store put them in an album
for her. Gift cards to foo-foo palaces are nice. A foo-foo
palace is one of those places that drips with estrogen. They
do mineral wraps, massages, hair color, nails, etc. A day at
the “foo-foo” palace is greatly appreciated by your special
lady. You can run in quickly and buy a gift card here, and
usually you will not lose too much testosterone. It will help
to come out of the store and spit, just to jump start your
manhood.

The greatest gift you could ever get your wife however, is
to love her like Christ loved the church and give your life
away to her. Tell her how much she means to you. The way
you treat her every day, is far more important than any gift
you could ever buy on a special day.

Plumlee's Valentine
from page 5
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out from the crossing of Jordan and erect an altar.  The
purpose was to generate questions among their children.
This would be an opportunity to tell them about the Lord.
Joshua 4:6-7 tells, “That this may be a sign among you, that,
when your children ask in time to come, saying, What mean
ye by these stones?  Then ye shall say unto them, Because the
waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the
covenant of Jehovah; when it passed over the Jordan, the
waters of the Jordan were cut off: and these stones shall be for
a memorial unto the children of Israel forever.”  What are we
doing to generate interest or questions from our children
about the Lord?  The Bible teaches there is a blessing in just
reading the Bible.  Rev. 1:3 states, “Blessed is he that readeth,
and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those
things written therein: for the time is at hand.”

Prayer
Christ is our prayer model.  He believed and practiced

prayer.  In Matthew 6, He taught His disciples TO PRAY,
and HOW TO PRAY.  In Luke 18:1, we are instructed to pray
specifically, consistently, and persistently.  The prophet
Daniel prayed for twenty-one days before the Lord an-
swered.  Joseph lived a lifetime before God provided him
with a revealing answer, and an opportunity to prove to his
brothers that he was not their enemy, but a loyal brother and
a trusting friend.  For sure, God will answer, but it will be in
his own time, and in our best interest.  John 15:7 teaches us
that having an effective prayer life there are conditions to
meet.  We cannot just live roughshod and when trouble
comes expect God to immediately respond.  Christ is not to
be used only as our rescue when we get into troubling
situations, while living a worldly life.  The key is, "If ye abide

It's All About Him
from page 8

Mississippi Galileans

Galilean Camp 2008
Lake Tiak-O-Khata

Louisville, Mississippi

Theme: Revival
Date: April 11-12

Camp Fee: $60.00 Per Person
Camp Pastor: Brother Freddie Mark Wilcox

Worship will be led by the Galileans
from Bethel Baptist Church in Fulton.

The theme for the next two camps will be Revival.
Pray with us as we try to promote and build the Galilean
Program in the state of Mississippi. Together, and by
the will and leadership of the Lord, the Galilean pro-
gram will be a strong influence in the
lives of the future leaders of our
churches. You can get direc-
tions to the camp from
mapquest.com using 213 Smyth
Lake Road, Louisville, Mississippi 39339, or contact
me.

Registration will begin at 12:30 p.m. The Camp
Activities will begin at 2:00 p.m. We have a lot of new
and exciting events and ideas that you will not want to
miss! I pray that you are as excited about Galileans as
we are. If you have any questions or concerns, or if we
can help you start or grow your Galilean program,
please let me know.

Bro. Joshua Spiers
Mississippi Galilean Promoter
23146 Highway 49 Frontage Rd.
Saucier, MS. 39574
601-337-0236
bro.josh@yahoo.com

Mark Jones
Assistant Mississippi Galilean Promoter
662-891-7325
stonwall@yahoo.com

Dates Available For Walk Thru The Bible Old Testament Seminars
A highly creative, action-packed, and interactive learning

adventure, Walk Thru The Bible’s Old Testament Seminar
traces 4,000 years of Old Testament history through 77 key
people, places, and events. Utilizing hand motions, catch
phrases, and group review, participants will understand the
Old Testament as never before and accomplish the follow-
ing:

* Grasp the special messages and meanings of O.T.
characters, themes, places and events.

* Integrate knowledge of all 39 books, 929 chapters, and
23,214 verses.

* Meet key Bible characters up close and personal.
* Trace major geographical movements on a giant map

made up of the people attending the seminar.
* Experience a rekindling of desire to read the Bible and

pray daily.

Kirk Shelton, Church Growth and Pastoral Ministries
Consultant for DiscipleGuide Church Resources, is a certi-
fied instructor for Walk Thru the Bible’s Old Testament
Seminar. Describing the seminar Shelton had this to say: “I
attended Bible College and took Seminary courses which
taught me a lot about the Bible. But when I attended a WTB
Old Testament seminar several years ago, it helped me
understand and put in place people, events, and themes like
never before. This is one of the best events a person can

participate in if they want to truly grasp the Old Testament.”
For many years the cost of hosting a WTB Old Testament

Seminar was prohibitive for churches with less than 500 in
attendance. Thanks to a new initiative started about four
years ago the seminar is available to even the smallest of
churches. For more information on scheduling a seminar
contact Kirk Shelton at 972.935.6898 or email him at
kirk@fellowshipforney.org. Several dates are still available
in Shelton’s 2008 teaching schedule.

FCC issues maximum
penalty to 52 ABC affiliates
OneNewsNow - A spokesperson with the Parents Televi-
sion Council says it's encouraging that the FCC has levied
maximum fines against ABC affiliates for
showing nudity during prime time.

The $1.4-million fine affects 52 ABC
affiliates, which aired an episode of NYPD
Blue in 2003 that featured a graphic display
of female nudity. Dan Isett, a spokesperson
with the Parents Television Council, says
the violation was clear-cut.

"This particular episode highlighted a scene where a
woman steps out naked from a bathtub and it's a rather
prolonged scene," describes Isett. "ABC has tried to state this
is somehow a short scene and it really wasn't a big deal, but
it was a very prolonged scene of female nudity. And to make
things worse, there was also a child in the bathroom when the
woman stepped out of the bathtub."

Each station was given the maximum fine of $27,000. By
issuing the fines, Isett says that the FCC is taking a stand with
children and families.

in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatsoever ye will,
and it shall be done unto you".  As I understand this verse, if
we as individuals, or the churches of the BMA will meet this
criteria then we can ask and receive of the Lord whatever is
needed.

Personally, there have been a number of valleys in my life
when the only solution was to be rescued by the Lord.  HE
WILL HONOR HIS WORD, and HE WILL BRING TO
PASS HIS PROMISES.  Yes, life is ALL ABOUT HIM,
AND NOT US.  We can rest assured, He was the ROCK in
David’s sling, and He is the rock of our foundation upon
which we stand.  The BMA has the solution and even the
means of a victorious journey and conclusion.  Victory is not
determined by numbers, but numbers are determined by
Victory.  When leaders study and teach, and laity listen and
study, we will all pray and see a difference.  For whatever a
person may give up or sacrifice, God will surely make it His
care, His responsibility to see that those who render hearty
obedience to His command shall not be losers for time or
eternity.  No one will ever do wrong by doing what is right.
Think about this, our preservation is from Him, our provi-
sion, our prosperity is from Him, our pleasure is from Him,
and our Eternal Peace is all from Him and for Him!  For sure,
IT IS ALL ABOUT HIM, AND NOT US!
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 BMA of Mississippi

Missions Department
4226 Highway 15 North, Laurel, MS 39440

601-428-8616
Rayburn Freeman, Director

Rayburn Freeman

It’s All About Him
Text Rev. 4:11

by Bro. Rayburn Freeman
Sermon continued from last issue

Diminishing church attendance could be
a sign that the LORD’S people are becoming
more passive toward Christ and His church
while developing a greater love for things of
this World.  As the study of God’s WORD
diminishes, the love of the world grows.
Matthew 6:24 reminds us, “Ye cannot serve
God and mammon”.  Alarming!  Church
congregations today are much older than a
few years ago.  Today it seems that most, or
at least many children have an option to
attend church.  Could this be a breakdown of
parental authority?  My Dad never gave us
that option, and today, I am thankful he did
not.  The evidence of parental breakdown is
already coming in.  When less than 20% of
America is in church on any given Sunday,
AMERICA, that is you and me, is in trouble.
It is God’s WORD that will make a differ-
ence and make us WISE (2 Tim. 3:16).  IT IS
NOT ABOUT US, IT IS ALL ABOUT
HIM!

Some have said, I like to study the Bible,
but I am not interested in DOCTRINE!  How
can anyone ever learn about Christ, if he
does not study (doctrines) about Christ?
Doctrines are the definitions of WHO
CHRIST IS and WHAT PLEASES HIM.
The Bible teaches that to know Him is to
love Him.  How can a person know and love
Him without studying about Him.

In John 17:14-15, Jesus said, “I have
given them thy word. Sanctify them through
thy truth: thy word is truth.”  We should
remember life is not about us, ITS ALL
ABOUT HIM!  In Revelations 4:11, John
states, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive
glory and honour and power: for thou hast
created all things, and for thy pleasure they
are and were created.”  It is clear that we are
from Him and for Him.  Paul helps us to
further understand in 1 Cor. 6:19-20, “Or
know ye not that your body is a temple of the
Holy Spirit which is in you, which ye have
from God. And ye are not your own; for ye
were bought with a price: glorify God there-
fore in your body.”

In December, we celebrated Christmas,
the celebrant was CHRIST, but who re-
ceived the gifts?  Christmas is about HIM,
NOT US!  We should not indulge ourselves
in self-gratification at the expense of exclud-
ing HIM.  CHRISTMAS IS ALL ABOUT
HIM, NOT US!  Why is it that today, a
number of universities are providing prayer
and ritual foot washing rooms, and class
prayer breaks for Islamic students, while
Christians in this so-called Christian nation,
are generally forbidden such privileges.

Perhaps it all goes back to a breakdown in
the American family - basically the father.

Fathers have failed in their responsibility to
lead their families in the way of the cross.
Society is now reaping the harvest.  No
person in any situation can go against God’s
Word and ever win!  God does and will
chasten his people, and any nation that for-
gets Him.  In Matt. 6:9-10, Jesus taught the
disciples to pray in this manner, "Thy king-
dom come.  Thy will be done".  It is about
Him, not the disciples, and not us.  It is all
about Him.

Involvement
Christ intends for His BMA churches to

be involved in his Kingdom work, the laity,
as well as the pastor.  The associational work
is the mission program of all the associa-
tional churches.  The association is not some
organization that we have been coerced to
join.  It is the mission outreach of each local
church in the associational fellowship.  It is
the vehicle of the churches to carry the
gospel to the entire world.

We agree that each church should be
involved in Missions at home, in the state,
nationally, and internationally, and all si-
multaneously.  Sometimes this means re-
establishing priorities in occupational life,
or cutting back on social activities.  There
was a time when school activities and other
schedules were built around the church.  That
is not the case now.  If some areas need
changing, then we must change.

In Matt. 5:29-30, the Bible addresses the
issues like this, “And if thy right eye causeth
thee to stumble, pluck it out, and cast it from
thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of
thy members should perish, and not thy
whole body be cast into hell.  And if thy right
hand causeth thee to stumble, cut it off, and
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee
that one of thy members should perish, and
not thy whole body go into hell.”  No matter
how important something is to a Christian, if
it stands between him and his loyalty to the
Lord, he should control it, quit it, or get rid
of it.

Nothing is more important than a devoted
relationship with the Lord, not even our right
eye or hand. I am not against sports or
community activities.  It is just that when
Christians are forced to choose, the choice
should be for Christ, the Church, and the
spiritual welfare of the family should be
priority.  Matt. 16:26, asks "For what shall a
man be profited, if he shall gain the whole
world, and forfeit his life?  Or what shall a
man give in exchange for his life?"  What has
a family profited if they gain the whole
world, that is fame, fortune, etc. and LOSE
their own CHILDREN?

It is time that we Christians wake up to
what is happening to us!  Life is NOT about
US, it is all ABOUT HIM.  It is expedient for
our children and Church that we as God?s
people become less involved in the periph-

erals of life.  These things distract us from
the way of the cross.  We should become
more involved in the Lord’s work.  The Lord
warns us that Satan plans well, and executes
very effectively.

Studying His Word
At any cost, the Study of God’s Word is a

must.  Being a Student of God’s Word is a
must, in order, to maintain and preserve our
families, our churches, and our Christian
heritage.  To diligently study, God’s word
will require dedication and commitment of
time.  In 2 Peter 3:18, we are challenged by
these words, "But grow in the grace and
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.  To him be the glory both now and
forever.  Amen".  We must control our time
rather than allowing our time to control us.
Christian maturity for our children and our-
selves should be our goal.

It is a must that our families become more
involved in the STUDY OF GOD’S WORD

AND CHURCH MINISTRY if we want to
head off an approaching disaster, ITS OUR
CHOICE.  2 Ch 7:14 says, “If my people,
who are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and
will heal their land.”  IT IS ALL ABOUT
HIM, AND NOT US!  Revelation 1:3 states,
"Blessed is he that readeth, and they that
hear the words of the prophecy, and keep the
things that are written therein: for the time is
at hand".  It is about Him.  Christ should
always be the object of our purpose.  Ps.
103:1-2 says, "Bless the Lord O my soul and
all that is within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not
all his benefits".  According to David, it is all
about Him.

In Joshua, the Bible tells us that Joshua
instructed the people of Israel to bring stones
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