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Senior Adult Conferences
South - March 29, 2007
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North - May 8, 2007
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BMA Coordinating Council continues to evaluate and make plans
by Dr. Philip Attebery

The BMAA Coordinating Council met Janu-
ary 8-10, 2007 at the Baptist Trumpet office in
Little Rock, Arkansas.  Members present were
Richard Smith, David Watkins, Philip Attebery,
Roy McLaughlin and Larry Silvey.  The meet-
ing was held in conjunction with the BMAA
Missions Symposium.

The primary purpose of the meeting was to
interview BMAA department and agency rep-
resentatives as a means of reviewing “the
specific mission of each department or agency
in light of the purpose and policy of the asso-
ciation, in order to assure comprehensiveness
and avoid duplications in ministry” (State-
ment of Principles of Cooperation of the
BMAA, Article VII 3A).

Executive directors received customized
self-evaluation forms in late November and
provided responses for the council during the
meeting.  The self-evalu-
ations and interviews fo-
cused upon two primary
concerns.  First, was each
department being effec-
tive in complimenting the
overall purpose of the
BMAA according to Ar-
ticle II of the Statement
of Principles of Coopera-
tion of the BMAA?  Sec-
ond, was each department
being effective in accomplishing the specific
policy statements assigned to it in Articles IX-
XIV?

Philip Attebery

Directors, associate directors and board of-
ficers were present for the interviews.  George
Reddin, Rick Russell and Steve Crawley rep-
resented Lifeword Broadcast Ministries.  Dr.
Charley Holmes, David Pickard, J.D. Courtney
and Dr. Philip Attebery represented BMA
Seminary.  Dr. Kevin Clayton, James Speer
and Rick Russell represented the Department
of Church Resources.  Ron Chesser and Ken-
neth Lott represented the Ministers Resource
Services.  Roy McLaughlin represented the
Moral Action Committee.  Grady Higgs and
James Schoenrock represented the BMAA
Department of Missions.

The council’s 2007 report for the associa-
tion will include the final results of the evalu-
ations and interviews.

Editors of the various BMA state papers

were also invited to meet with the council for
advice on how to better communicate, assist
the departments and promote the BMAA.
Diane Spriggs (Baptist Trumpet), Don Brown
(Mississippi Baptist), Jerry Fulton (Baptist
Progress), and Justin Rhodes (Baptist Herald)
attended the meeting.

The council’s next meeting is scheduled for
a time in late May 2007.  The council and
directors will meet primarily to make strategic
plans for departments and agencies to fulfill
the purpose of the BMAA and for enhancing
the stewardship abilities of department boards
to secure the accomplishment of their mis-
sions.

Individuals with questions or concerns re-
garding the council should contact Chairman
Richard Smith or a member of the council.

What Is the
MLM Literature
Collection Project?
By Bobby L. Hudgens

The MLM Literature Collection Project
(MLMLITCO) supplies used and surplus Sun-
day School curriculum from Baptist Publish-
ing House to English-speaking countries in
West Africa.

The people in Africa who receive it are
diligent about keeping it in use until it’s liter-
ally worn out. Many walk miles to receive only
a few pieces of it and express their thanks for
it. This could become the most effective and
least expensive mission work your church can
do.

MLMLITCO is a new project designed to
make the literature collection process as easy
and seamless as possible for your church.
Below are some easy steps for collecting lit-
erature in your church to be shipped to Africa.

Convenient Steps for Collection
1. Upon receipt of literature, carefully open
and save the shipping cartons.

2. Establish a collection point in the church or
ask for volunteers to help collect the BMAA
material at the end of the quarter and carefully
repack it in the saved cartons.

3. Use the peel-and-stick shipping label en-
closed in your literature shipment. You may
request additional shipping labels by calling 1-
800-333-1442 or by e-mailing us at
mlm@bph.org. You may use USPS, UPS, or
other carrier of your choice.

Online Porn, Predators Threaten Children, Teens
Editor’s Note:

While the subject matter of this
article is unpleasant and may upset
some, it is a fact of life in the society
in which we live and I encourage all
parents, pastors and youth workers
to become fully aware of its contents
and be prepared to minister to those
who are the most vulnerable.

By Ed Vitagliano

(AgapePress) - Thirteen-year-old Justin Berry
was an honor roll student and a soccer player
when he got his first offer from a man who had
been chatting with him online, while the young
teen sat in front of his web camera.

Using instant messaging - which as its
name implies, allows people to communicate
in real time, with little or no delay - the older
man told Justin he would pay him $50 if he
would sit without a shirt in front of the webcam
for just three minutes.

"I figured I took off my shirt at the pool for
nothing," he told the New York Times in an
eye-popping article. "So, I was kind of like,
what's the difference?"

That was six years ago, and after the man
had helped him set up a PayPal.com account,
Justin began a five-year, mini-career perform-
ing for viewers for money. According to the
Times, Justin reaped hundreds of thousands of
dollars for letting online predators watch him
shower, undress, and even engage in sexual
activities.

By the end of his trip into the sordid world
of "camwhores," as such "performers" are
called, Justin had formed a pornography com-
pany, was having live sex with prostitutes, and
was hooked on drugs.Predators in the bed-
room

When this corruptive process began, ac-
cording to New York Times' writer Kurt
Eichenwald, Justin was already troubled. His
parents had divorced when he was young, and

with his father absent from his life, Justin had
a longing in his life for paternal affection.

The computer became Justin's refuge. He
"had never run with the popular crowd and
long ago had turned to the Internet for the
friends he craved," said Eichenwald. But on
the day when he was first propositioned, the
young teen's "fascination with cyberspace
would change his life."

In fact, the Internet has changed nearly
everyone's life, and for millions of people, it's
for the better. Online, people can communi-
cate instantly, pay bills, conduct research, or
find the latest ball scores, the best route to
grandma's house, or the weekend weather.

But like any realm, the web has its predators
waiting to snatch up the unsuspecting, and
children and teens are especially vulnerable.
It's shockingly simple for someone like Justin
to jump into the darker side of the Internet
community.

"Entry into this side of cyberspace is sim-
plicity itself," said Eichenwald. "Webcams
cost as little as $20, and the number of them
being used has mushroomed to 15 million ....
At the same time, instant messaging programs
have become ubiquitous, and high-speed con-
nections, allowing for rapid image transmis-
sion, are common."

Parents have long warned their children
about talking to strangers and walking in the
wrong parts of town. However, many adults
have been slow to recognize that, while they
are cooking supper or mowing the grass, dan-
gerous people - pornographers and sexual

predators - can access their kids while they sit
in their own bedrooms.Porn pages in the mil-
lions

Part of the danger of the Internet is that with
a few clicks of the mouse, a young person
virtually throws open the door of his or her
own house to the outside world. Much of that
world is lurid and pornographic.

According to the National Coalition for the
Protection of Children and Families (NCPCF),
an evangelical non-profit organization that
seeks to help Christians deal with a sexualized
culture, the danger of porn is omnipresent.
"Though a valuable information resource, the
Internet caused explosive growth for the por-
nography industry," the group said on its
website.

Statistics bear out the fact that there are
plenty of sordid places to look. Although the
exact number is unknown, some estimates put

continued on page 2



2 February 1, 2007 •  Mississippi Baptist

Short Message Series by Rev. Grover Laird

Grover Laird

How To Become Poor
"The rich and poor meet together:
the LORD is the maker of them all."
(Proverbs 22:2)

I probably would have more read-
ers if I were writing on the subject,
“How To Become Rich.”It should,
however, be equally as important to
us why people come to poverty. In
this short message I will list seven
reasons why people become poor,
according to the Bible.

1. By Failing To Help The Poor
Many Scriptures teach us to share

our blessings with those who are
less fortunate than we. (Proverbs
28:27; Psalm 41:1-3; Ephesians
4:28) When we do, the Lord blesses
us. (Proverbs 19:17) The failure to
help those who are in need can turn
us toward poverty-- "Whoso stoppeth
his ears at the cry of the poor, he also
shall cry himself, but shall not be
heard." (Proverbs 21:13)

2. By Being Slothful, Or Lazy
After sin entered into the world,

man was told “In the sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread....” (Gen-
esis 3:19) In other words, we will
have to work for our living. To try to
change that, can bring an empty,
depressing life. But it can also bring
poverty as well--"Yet a little sleep, a
little slumber, a little folding of the
hands to sleep: So shall thy poverty
come as one that travelleth, and thy
want as an armed man." (Proverbs
6:11)

3. By Wastefulness
The good Lord has given us every

thing that we have, (James 1:17) and
He did not give us anything to waste.
(John 6:12) Those who waste can
expect the same thing that comes to
the slothful. (Proverbs 18:9) Wasting
what the Lord has given us can indeed
cause it to go away-- "There is trea-
sure to be desired and oil in the dwell-
ing of the wise; but a foolish man
spendeth it up." (Proverbs 21:20)

4. By Making Wealth Our Goal
Riches can come to God’s people

as a blessing from their Lord. (Prov-
erbs 10:22) If this
happens, it will
normally come be-
cause of liberality
and putting the
Lord first. (Prov-
erbs 3:9,10; Mat-
thew 6:33). How-
ever, the Lord of-
ten blesses the
faithful with Spiri-
tual wealth rather
than material wealth. Problems come,
however, when one makes wealth
their main concern. (I Timothy 6:9,10)
It often times brings poverty-- "He
that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye,
and considereth not that poverty shall
come upon him." (Proverbs 28:22)

5. By Wicked Living
All of us have watched good people

prosper until they changed their
lifestyle. Pride, strong drink, adul-
tery, and neglect of their church came
in and their prospering soon stopped.
They were then on their way to pov-
erty instead of riches. This is espe-

cially true of those who are saved--
"The LORD will not suffer the soul
of the righteous to famish: but he
casteth away the substance of the
wicked." (Proverbs 10:3) See also
Proverbs 21:17.

6. By Getting Rich
The Wrong Way

God’s Word teaches us to “Pro-
vide things honest in the sight of all
men.” (Romans 12:17b) To obtain
wealth any other way will surely not
last. Getting riches by lying, cheat-
ing, abusing the Lord’s Day, and
neglecting one’s church has kept
many from prospering--"As the par-
tridge sitteth on eggs, and hatcheth
them not; so he that getteth riches,
and not by right, shall leave them in
the midst of his days, and at his end
shall be a fool." (Jeremiah 17:11)
See also Proverbs 13:11; 21:6.

7. By Not Supporting The
Lord’s Work As One Should

We are to bring an offering to the
Lord’s House each Lord’s Day as
the Lord has prospered us. (I
Corinthians 16:2) When we honor
the Lord with the first part of all that
He has given us, He has promised to
bless us bountifully. (Proverbs
3:9,10) But while giving liberally
causes God to send His blessings to
us liberally, to hold back more than
we should will bring us poverty--
“There is that scattereth, and yet
increaseth; and there is that
withholdeth more than is meet, but it
tendeth to poverty." (Proverbs 11:24)

The Bible does give us a lot of
help concerning where we can find
God’s blessings and how we can
escape His judgments. Bible study
can prove to be a great blessing to
those who spend time with it.

Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE

FOR SERVICE

Matt Rayburn
Bro. Matt Rayburn, age 20, has

surrendered his life to the ministry
and was licensed by First Baptist
Church of
M a n t a c h i e .
Matt is a stu-
dent at
I t a w a m b a
Communi ty
College. He is
available to
preach by call-
ing 662-282-
4598 or by
calling First
B a p t i s t
Church at 662-282-7425.

Robert Rhodes
Bro. Robert Rhodes is available

for service wherever the Lord may
lead. Bro. Rhodes is a member of
Salem Baptist Church, Bay Springs.
He may be reached at 601-764-3650.

Ralph Fuller
Rev. Ralph Fuller of Yazoo City is

available for pulpit supply, interim
pastor, or pastoral positions. Bro.
Fuller recently resigned Good Hope
Baptist Church after 10 years of pas-
toral service. He may be contacted at
662-746-5654 or 662-571-1658.

Kennith Lofton
Bro. Kennith Lofton is available

for service wherever the Lord may
lead. Bro. Lofton is a member of
Riverside Baptist Church, Ellisville,
were Dr. Medrick Savell is pastor. He
is enrolled at Southeastern Baptist
College. Bro. Lofton may be reached
at 601-319-6804.

Matt Rayburn

the number of pornographic Internet
pages at more than 420 million.

The NCPCF said: "[The Internet]
is essentially the fastest, cheapest and
most anonymous pornography outlet
available. Only certain commercial
sites require a credit card to enter, and
most sites display hardcore 'teasers'
through which computer users con-
nect to pornography sites within sec-
onds."

And our young people are con-
necting. According to Family Safe
Media, the largest group of viewers
of Internet pornography is children
between the ages of 12 and 17. The
Washington Post cited a study in 2004
that said more than 11 million teenag-
ers view Internet pornography on a
regular basis.

However, young people are not
always looking for porn initially; most
of the time it appears that they simply
stumble across it. Enough Is Enough,
another pro-family group battling the
effects of porn, cited a study con-
ducted by the London School of Eco-
nomics: "Nine out of 10 children be-
tween 8 and 16 have viewed pornog-

raphy on the Internet. In most cases,
the sex sites were accessed uninten-
tionally when a child, often in the
process of doing homework, used a
seemingly innocent sounding word
to search for information or pictures."

In its study, the Henry J. Kaiser
Family Foundation put the figure of
those teens who "have accidentally
come across Internet porn" at 70 per-
cent. And it's not easy for many of
these kids to shake off the experi-
ence, either. The study found that 45
percent said they were "very" or
"somewhat" upset by the
experience.Pedophiles online

Getting immersed in pornography
is not the only danger. According to
NCPCF, "The most dangerous aspect
of the Internet is its use by pedophiles.
Child molesters and predators use the
Internet to pose as youngsters them-
selves to communicate with other
children, expose them to pornogra-
phy and arrange to meet them in per-
son."

The numbers bear out this assess-
ment, according to Online Victimiza-
tion: A Report on the Nation's Youth,
a study released in 2000 by the Na-
tional Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children (NCMEC). Produced
in cooperation with the U.S. Depart-

ment of Justice's Office of Juvenile
Justice and Delinquency Prevention
and the University of New
Hampshire's Crimes Against Children
Research Center, the report said about
one in five children received a sexual
solicitation while online.

In addition, one in 33 children
received what was called "aggressive
sexual solicitation," meaning "a so-
licitor who asked to meet them some-
where; called them on the telephone;
sent them regular mail, money, or
gifts."

More ominously, the study found
that only 25 percent of the young
people who encountered an online
solicitation for sex told their parents,
meaning the vast majority kept the
incident to themselves.

"While many are able to glide past
these encounters as mere litter on the
information super-highway, some
experience them as real collisions with
a reality they did not expect and were
distressed to find," said Online Vic-
timization. "Some of these young
people report being upset and afraid
in the wake of their encounters and
have elevated symptoms of stress and
depression."

One bright spot is that sexual so-
licitations from online predators ap-

pear to be decreasing. In 2005 the
University of New Hampshire's
Crimes Against Children Research
Center conducted a new survey. Re-
searchers found that about 13 percent
of children ages 10 to 17 said they had
received an unwanted invitation to
sexual conversations or activity, down
from the 19 percent figure from the
earlier survey.

However, Ernie Allen, president
of the NCMEC, said the 13 percent
number is "still way too high," and
the likelihood of children being ex-
posed to online pornography as well
as harassment and bullying by peers
is increasing.

Since "[c]hildren and adolescents
are the most criminally victimized
segment in our society," the NCMEC
made numerous recommendations at
the conclusion of Online Victimiza-
tion. Among them was the dual rec-
ommendation that parents be made
fully aware of the dangers posed to
their children and teens by the Internet,
and that kids themselves be trained to
navigate the web safely.

Online Porn
from page 1

News articles should
contain information that will
be of interest to the general
public who are not members

of the church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Church Seeks Pastor
The members of Pine Grove Mis-

sionary Baptist Church of Purvis,
Mississippi, are seeking a godly man
to serve as their pastor. Ministers who
feel the leadership of the Holy Spirit
are asked to call Bro. Ronald
Montague at 601-794-8242 between
the hours of 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Tuesdays through Thursdays for more
information.

Woodland Church
calls Youth Director

Woodland Baptist Church in Co-
lumbus is pleased to announce that
we have called Matt Long to be our
Youth & Associate Pastor. His first
Sunday with us will be February 4,
2007. Matt was born and reared in
Pontotoc, Mississippi. His wife's
name is Debbie. Matt graduated from
Blue Mountain College in 2006 and
is currently enrolled at Mid-America
Baptist Theological Seminary in
Memphis working on his Master of
Divinity. He was serving at South
Green Baptist Church in Tupelo as
Youth Pastor when we called him.
We are thankful that God saw fit to
bless us with Matt and Debbie. We
look forward to having them as part
of our family and ministry.

Diane Betts, Reporter

Church to celebrate Homecoming
Pine Ridge Baptist Church, Lau-

rel, would like to invite you to join us
for our 47th Homecoming.  This year
we have asked The Myers Family and
In Faith Trio to come and sing for us.
Our homecoming this year will be
Saturday, February 10, 2007 at 5:00
P.M.  We hope that you will be able to
join us for food, fellowship, singing
and a whole lot of fun.

For additional information con-
tact Pastor Bob Burch at 601-426-
0385.

Harmony Missions Meeting Report
The Harmony Missions meeting

met at Grace Baptist Church, Saltillo
with Bro. Frank Panzrino as modera-
tor. Bro. Doug Wilson, speaker, read
Romans 5:1-11.

Geraldine Phifer read the minutes.
Bro. Doug Wilson gave the
Treasurer’s report. There were 13
churches represented with 73 present.

Reports, Bro. Jermiah Shett, mis-
sionary to India; Bro. Medrick Savell,
Southeastern Baptist College; Bro.

continued on page 3
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Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Mini-Edition

by Joseph Harris

The Wickedness of Nothingness
The English philosopher and poli-

tician Edmund Burke once said, "The
only thing necessary for the triumph
of evil is for good men to do nothing."
This often used quote from the 18th
century is still true today.  Look at this
spiritual parallel in a parable from
Jesus found in Matthew 25:14-30, as
I borrow, then expand upon a few
thoughts from Harold Leytham and
Danny Cresswell.

A master left different numbers of
talents with three stewards, with ex-
pectations for all.  The first two mul-
tiplied their talents, but the third stew-
ard buried his so he could return it to
his master.  Upon returning, the mas-
ter was displeased, because he had
expectations and they were not ful-
filled.  The point of the parable: it is
wicked to do nothing when some-
thing can be done.

The word "wicked" can mean evil,
lewd, malicious, or hurtful.  Jesus did
not use the word often and used it
only three times when referring to
individuals.  Why was this servant
wicked?  Not because he lied.  He was
actually honest and admitted to bury-
ing the talent.  Did he receive it dis-
honestly?  No, it was given to him in
good faith.  Was he immoral with the
talent, like the prodigal son?  No.  So
why was he wicked?  Because he did
nothing with the talent.  Doing noth-
ing when something can be done is
wicked, according to Jesus.

There is a high cost in nothing-
ness.  If anyone has gifts or talents
and they do not use them, there will
be a cost, "for it is required in stew-
ards that a man be found faithful."
How could it possibly be costly to do
nothing?  Consider these examples:

Physically, there is a cost in noth-

ingness.  If you sit in a wheelchair or
stay in bed for six months and never
get up and use your legs, it will cost.
Your legs will become useless and
you will have to learn to walk again.
If you place a patch over one eye and
stop using the eye, the eye will get
weak and have to be exercised for use

again.  It will cost to do nothing.
Socially, there is a cost in nothing-

ness.  If you ever purpose in your
heart to lose friends,  there are two
options.  First, be mean and hurtful,
curse and slander them and tell them
to get lost.  That would probably
work.  Or you could try option num-
ber two.  Do nothing.  Never visit with
them, do not return their calls, ignore
them, and eventually they will go
away.  Simply doing nothing can cost
greatly.  Many have been lost to noth-
ingness.

In your family, there is a great cost
in nothingness.  If you, as a reprobate
,wanted to corrupt your children so
they would turn out rotten, you could
teach them to do wrong, steal, give
instruction in lying, etc. or you could
do nothing.  Just let them go and let
depravity run its crooked little course.
Never teach them standards, convic-
tions or restraints.  Let them do any-
thing they want to do and let them
watch anything they desire to watch
on TV or video and they will move on
from Sesame Street to MTV and

graduate on to HBO.  Just do nothing
and they will corrupt in a natural
progression of events.

Agriculturally, there is a cost in
nothingness.  After planting a garden,
you could transplant Johnson grass,
clover, briars and weeds, in order to
choke out the vegetables and lose
your crop.  Or if you really want to
lose your garden, just do nothing.
Never fertilize, never irrigate, never
cultivate, and I guarantee you will
lose the garden.  It will cost to do
nothing.

For any church, there is a severe
cost in nothingness.  The pastor could
run ads and pass out flyers advertis-
ing the closing of his church, fol-
lowed by members passing along the
closing by word of mouth.  Or every-
one could just do nothing.  Don't win
souls, don't tithe, don't attend, etc.,
and eventually the church will close.
Just do nothing.

If you could donate blood to save
a life and you did nothing, would you
be guilty of a death?  If you could call
911 and save a life and you did noth-
ing, would you be guilty?  Do you
know what you need to do to go to an
eternal lake of fire?  You could sin
like the devil, drink, dope, fornicate,
lie, steal, or you could do nothing.
Just never repent and accept Jesus as
Savior and you will go to an eternal
lake of fire of punishment as a mem-
ber of Adam's fallen race.
Is nothingness wicked?  Jesus said it
was.

Are you doing something or noth-
ing?

Joseph Harris is the Vice Presi-
dent of Southeastern Baptist College
in Laurel, MS.

Enrollment
Enrollment for the spring semester is complete now, and we are well into

the semester of classes. Pray with us that we may have an important part in the
education and spiritual growth of these that the Lord has entrusted to us. We
give Him credit for bringing each one to our campus.

The final enrollment stands at 75 (compared to 70 in the fall), which
includes 38 ministers. There are 13 in the choir this time. They are working
hard and sounding good. They will be an asset to the college.

Memorial Gift
More gifts have been sent to the college recently in memory of Bro. Carl

Seal, Bro. Merle D. Bradley, and Mrs. Ollie Dean Parker Brunson.
We appreciate those who sent the memorials and pray for the Lord to bless

each of these families.

Contributions for the Choir and Sign
Some contributions are still coming in for the choir and sign. The total given

for the choir is now $4,328.00. The total given designated for the sign is now
$12,325.00. We are short only $2,899.85 on the sign. Thanks to all who have
given.

John Adams, CAC; Bro. Elvis Garcia,
First Hispanic, Ripley; Bro. Joseph
Oyeleye, Maple Street Church. Bro.
David Chaney led the closing prayer.

Maxine Phifer, Reporter

Tombigbee Monthly Meeting Re-
port

South Green was host church on
December 7. A delicious meal was
served and the fellowship was en-
joyed before the service. There were
84 in attendance.

In memory of those that died or
injured at Pearl Harbor, December 7,
1941. Bro. Akers led in the pledges of
the American and Christian flags. The
men that served in the armed services
were recognized.

Bro. A.J. Leslie gave a good devo-
tional. The following reports were
given: Bro. Freeman and Bro.
Holifield. There were three specials
sung by Bro. George Bryson Hayden,
Anita Akers, and Bro. Gary Smith

A timely message from Bro. Matt
Long, youth pastor of South Green,

encouraged everyone. His text was
taken from I Samuel 17:28-29, “Is
There Not a Cause.”

Fifty-three answered to roll call at
South Prentiss Baptist Church on
January 11. After enjoying the sou
and dessert supper, we heard reports
from Bro. Joseph Oyeleye anad Bro.
Mike Alread reported on missions in
Bro. Freeman’s absence. Bro. Joseph
Oyeleye is planning a trip to help
celebrate his parents 60th anniver-
sary and is planning a medical cru-
sade while in Niagara To help with
the expenses, Tombigbee Associa-
tion voted for $600.00 for this project
and trip.

Bro. Dan Mobley, pastor of South
Prentiss, brought the message,
“Amazing First Century Church,”
taken from Acts 1:1-8.

Bro. Roger Akers, Moderator
Wanda Parmer, Reporter

East Central Association Report
The East Central Association will

hold its quarterly meeting February 8,
at 7:00 p.m., at Calvary, Leakesville.

We invite all churches to attend.
Our meetings are very important.
There are very important items that
are brought up, voted on, etc. If your

messengers aren’t there, then no one
can voice the opinion of your congre-
gation.

We would also appreciate all the
representatives visiting with us and
make us aware of what is taking place
in the state association. Refreshments
will be served after the meeting.

The ECMBA always appreciates
our department heads (in Laurel or
visiting from their assignment) speak-
ing to us and making us aware of what
is taking place. We hope to see you
there.

T. Watts, Moderator
David Daw, Reporter

Bethel, Fulton
The GMA's had their Christmas

get-together on the 9th of December.
Our Awana program is really having
a great time of training and fellow-
ship each Wednesday of the month.
Thanks to all the volunteers that make
this possible. The Golden-Agers met
on the 14th of December for a time of
fellowship and food.  Those who do
not attend are missing a blessing.
On the 17th of December we had the
privilege of having our new pastor,
Martin Jameson, bring his first ser-
mon.  What a great time to welcome

the "Jameson's" to Bethel.  The Awana
choir brought the Christmas program
"Miracle on Main Street" on the 17th.
Everyone involved did a great job.
Our WMA met on the 20th for a time
of fellowship and to reveal "secret
pals."  Bro. Tracy took a group to the
"Passion Conference" in Atlanta on
January 1-4.  A good time was had by
all who attended.  On the 6th, the
Awana workers had a fellowship in
the COC.  The GMA District House
Party was on January 5-6 from 7:30
pm-7:00 am.  Over 25 girls and lead-
ers attended. Several young people
attended "Disciple Now" held on the
26-28.  The Brotherhood met on the
28th at 7:00 am for devotional and
breakfast.  There have been nine ad-
ditions since last report.  Ya'll come
to see us some time. Our doors are
always open.

Bro. Martin Jameson, pastor
Joyce Cooley, reporter

Oak Grove Association meets
The Oak Grove Association met

Thursday, January 16, at First Baptist
Church of Oak Grove. Brother Greg
Bennett greeted everyone and gave a

brief scripture reading. Brother James
Pugh led singing. Twelve churches
were represented.

Bro. Ted Quimby reported that the
assocation had made $350.00 for the
Walk of Faith. He reminded us that
we are about 20% into The 50 Days of
Prayer and encourage all to be in
prayer. He attended the Missions Sym-
posium in Little Rock, Arkansas, and
reported on the extraordinary work
being done by missionaries in the war
zones in the Middle East, teaching
God's word, and bringing people to
the Lord.

Dr. Medrick Savell thanked all for
the support to the Southeastern Bap-
tist College, and Brother Latrelle
Windham thanked all for the offer-
ings and support for the Youth De-
partment. Brother Greg Medenwald
reported that Brother Adams at Chris-
tian Action Ministries is working in
the areas of tobacco, abortion, school
dropout rate, and casinos, and lobby-
ing for Christian action. Brother
Sidney Davis gave an inspiring mes-
sage from the book of John.

The ladies had a feast prepared
after the meeting.

Church News
from page 2

Commission on
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Letters From
Our Readers

An Important Thing
There are many important things that each of us

must see after and consider. In January of each
year your editor must stress the importance of
receiving a “Special Emphasis Offering” for this
department. I hope you and your local church have considered our needs
and made plans to give to this work. Our goal of $10,000 is a real need.
A great percentage of our annual operating income consists of “offer-
ings” given to this work above the cost of your regular monthly subscrip-
tion.

We recently received a check from an individual who subscribes to the
paper. His annual subscription fee is $20.00. His check was for $50.00
and included a note which said, “The extra is for your expenses in the
paper ministry. Have a good year and God bless you all.” I want you to
know that this giving, servant attitude touched me beyond measure.

A giving, servant’s heart is what Christ had and is what each of us are
to have. If a ministry is worthy of pursuing, then it is worthy of supporting.
I was recently at a church to promote the ministry of your Publications
Department and I stressed that without the overall outreach ministries of
our great Association, there would be no need for a newspaper.

It is because we are “missionary” in our nature that we support the
various ministries of the BMA of Mississippi and America. The work of
your “Mississippi Baptist” is to inform our members and promote the
overall ministry of our churches. By supporting your Christian Publica-
tions Department you are supporting each and every ministry of the BMA.

We hope you will consider our needs and respond with a good offering
to this work. May God bless our work as we go forward for Him.

Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

Constitutional Change to be
presented at Annual Meeting

The trustees of Lifeword Broadcast Ministries are proposing changes in the
constitution of the BMA of America. These will be considered at the annual
meeting while meeting in Fort Smith, Arkansas, in April.

Proposed Amendment –
Statement of Principles of Cooperation of the Baptist Missionary Association
of America

Article XII – Lifeword Broadcast Ministries

Current Wording
Section 1.  This association shall elect a Lifeword Broadcast Ministries

board of directors consisting of (9) members, five (5) of whom shall constitute
a quorum.

Section 2.  The duties of the board of directors are:
A. To act in its field as an executive of the association between annual

sessions, performing all duties entrusted to it by the association.
B. To provide evangelistic programs that present the doctrinal position of

the churches of this association.
C. To provide good Christian music for use in the Lifeword Broadcast

Ministries as well as for the use of the churches of this association.

Proposed Wording
Section 1 – Purpose.  To use electronic media to extend the gospel outreach

of local churches around the world and in their own communities.
A.  Priority will be given to people and language groups who have little or

no authentic media witness with a view to preparing the way for missionary
activity on the ground.

B.  Emphasis will be given to innovative formats designed to capture the
attention of unsaved listeners and expose them to the gospel.

Section 2 -  Governance.  This association shall elect the Lifeword board of
directors consisting of fifteen (15) members, eight of whom shall constitute a
quorum. The duties of the board of directors are:

A.  To versee the operation of this department between annual sessions of
the association.

B.  To designate an interim director if a vacancy occurs in the office of
executive director between sessions and recommend a nominee for executive
director in the annual session of the association.

C.  To report annually to the messenger body of this association.

Plans to keep the BMAWeb dropped
Editor’s Note

The BMA Web was a project
of the BMA of Texas. The Texas
Association voted to give this
ministry to the BMA of America
at its meeting this past Fall. No
vote was taken by the BMA of
America in an official capacity to
accept the ministry or responsi-
bility of the BMA Web. This edi-
tor sees the need and has hopes
that a national presence on the
Internet will become a reality for
the BMA of America. It does
seem that the newly formed De-
partment of Church Resources
would be the logical place for
such a ministry.

Dr. Kevin Clayton and the staff
of DCR are to be commended
for taking their time and studying
the prospects of a BMA Internet
ministry. A timely, comprehen-
sive study and plan for such a
ministry that will properly repre-
sent our work and our Lord and
fully serve the churches of the
BMA of America is needed. May
the Lord lead DCR as they work
in this direction.

 The BMAWeb—Based on informa-
tion received directly from the Presi-
dent of the BMAA Coordinating
Council, the Executive Director of
the Department of Church Resources
(DCR), and the Editor of Baptist
Progress, owners of web sites with
BMA Internet Services were notified
January 16 that there was no reason to
seek hosting elsewhere for the fore-
seeable future. Today, those plans
came crashing down.

The plan had called for Baptist
Progress to handle day to day man-
agement for a time while DCR would
continue to study how it will utilize
Internet based services for itself and
for the BMAA as a whole. In an email
to The BMAWeb Editor Jerry Fulton
said, "After careful study and conver-
sation, I have decided not to move
forward with DCR on the BMAWeb
project." Upon receiving that notifi-
cation, DCR Director Kevin Clayton
said, “[Shutting down The BMAWeb]
is the only option available at this
present time. The timing simply could
not be worse…  I don't have any ‘plan
B’ available.”

A separate letter bearing both the
name of Jerry Fulton and Kevin
Clayton addressed to “BMA
Churches,” said: “Therefore, DCR,
at this time, cannot devote attention
to the BMAWeb. However, that is
not to say that Executive Director
Kevin Clayton and his staff are not
interested in taking on the responsi-
bilities of a web site for all of the
churches of the BMA of America in
the future.”

Although this puts those of who
have web sites hosted with The
BMAWeb in a difficult predicament
with little time to decide what to do,
the current management will do ev-
erything possible to assist in making
the search and transition to a new host
as painless as possible.

Several email notifications were
returned undeliverable, so owners of
web sites who have not been directly
notified should contact
webmaster@bmaweb.net specifics.

As it stands, after January 31, 2007,
the homepage and additional infor-
mation on The BMAWeb (and ser-
vices such as the BMA Church Loca-
tor, Personnel & Positions,
BMAForum, news and updates, BMA
Calendar, Baptist Sermons Online,
BMA news publications archive, bi-
ographies, etc.) will no longer be avail-
able; however, hosted web sites will
remain active until transferred or at
least until February 15.

Each owner is urged to immedi-
ately study his situation and begin
making decisions for a new web host.

The management offers sincerest
apologies for the abrupt change in
plans which results in short notice for
you.

Gothard announces
new ministry

Dear Editor,
Paul and Lisa Gothard announce

their call to an Evangelist Ministry
and  would like to introduce you to
Gothard Evangelistic Ministries.
“GEM” for short!

Paul is a minister of the Gospel,
licensed and ordained in 1998.  He
has pastored several churches and has
been a North American Missionary in
Florida.  He also has a Bachelors
Degree in  Theology.  He is also a
Gospel Singer.  He has sung for sev-
eral groups as well  as a
soloist and has been a Music Director
for several years.  He received educa-
tion in music from  Steve Hurst School
of Music.

Paul hopes to Preach and Sing to
encourage Pastors and churches to
keep the faith even when times of
discouragement and trials come.  He
wants to uplift the congregation with
great songs of encouragement.  Paul

continued on page5
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MILITARY SERVICE PRAYER LIST - Please remember the following as they are serving in our military. You may add names to the list by mailing them to:  Mississippi Baptist, P.O. Box

8181, Laurel, MS 39441 or by email at editor@msbaptist.org.

CPT Lawson “Sonny” Brannan, Stringer, MS
George Rogers, Wiggins, MS
Scott Clanton, Pineview, Lucedale
Miles Farragut, FBC of Shady Grove, Laurel
Kenneth Smith, Hattiesburg, MS
Wayne Mack, Seminary, MS
Anthony Hodge, Purvis, MS
Thomas Temple, Laurel, MS
David Cunningham, Forked Oak, Booneville
Jacob Blakeney, Mineral Springs, Taylorsville
Lance Holifield, Mineral Springs, Taylorsville
Phillilp Holifield, Mineral Springs, Taylorsville
Robert Shavers, Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Jeff Necaise, Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Michael Wright, Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Harold (Scooter) Bond, Jr., Laurel

Harold (Tink) Compton, Faithview Church
Jeff Schonewitz,Saucier
Michael Casey, Gulfport
Larry “Dean” Welborn Jr., Carnes, MS
James Reeves, Westlawn, Picayune
Ronnie Spiers, Westlawn, Picayune
Patrick Garrett, Poplarville, MS
Darryl Gipson, Poplarville, MS
Ken Bullock,Skyway Hills, Pearl, MS
Lemuel Kendrick, Lee's Chapel #2, Picayune
Albert C. White, Mclaurin, MS
Craig Landry, Benville Church, Picayune.
Janet Hilbun, Sand Hill, Lucedale, MS
Barron Horn, First Baptist, Bay Springs, MS
Jessie David Loague, Bethel, Fulton, MS
Dustin Wills, First Windsor Park,Ocean Springs,

CPT. William “Lee” Henry,  Richton, MS
Justin Johnston, Summerland Baptist
Dusty Gray
James Riley
Joshua S. Pierce, Corinth Church, Lucedale
Russell S. Taylor, Paramount, Perkinston
Craig Fillingane, Cypress Creek Baptist Church
Michael Patrick Boyd, First Baptist, Bay Springs
Johnny R. Hunt
Jason Rivers, Ellisville
Tommy Mitchell, Purvis
Jake Driskell, Lebanon, Laurel
Will Norris,  First, Henleyfield
Russell Robertson, Temple, Lucedale
Tim Cooper, Ozark, Mantachie
Wesley Grissom, Hopewell, Fulton

Derick Mallette, Ramsey Creek, Saucier
Mary Muffler, Ramsey Creek, Saucier
Jonathan Morgan, Ramsey Creek, Saucier
Neal Garrett , First Baptist, Tremont, MS
David Palmer,  First Baptist, Tremont,MS
Bradly Sharp, Bethel, Lucedale’s 150th
Johnny Ray Hunt, Unity, Unity, MS
Chuck Williams, Sharon Baptist, Laurel
Cory Williams, Sharon Baptist, Laurel
Jason Cotton Hillman, Washington, Neely
Richard Rylee, Richton, MS
Jennifer Norris, Pleasant Hill Church,
Mooreville
Thomas James Reich, Bethel, Fulton, MS
Adam Martin, Clearview, Mendenhall
Robert S. Burch, Pine Ridge, Laurel

Commission on Senior Adults
Vern D.Holifield, Director

4226 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440

Here we are well into 2007.  By the
time you read these lines January will
be gone.  The year 2007 holds many
opportunities  for BMA Baptists here
in Mississippi.  I pray that we all will
take advantage of the opportunities
we have. The  new year will no doubt
have some sad times for many of our
people. Let us band together and pray
for one another.

2006 was good year
As we take a look back, 2006 was

a positive year for the Commission
On Senior Adults.  More of the
churches organized Senior Adult Pro-
grams.  The financial status of the
Commission improved as several
churches added us to their budget
giving.  The two Conferences were
huge successes.

Church and Association visits
The wife and I have enjoyed our

visits to Broadmoor, Meridian, Cal-
vary, Taylorsville, and Central,
Richton.  I visited the Gulf and Wash-
ington Associations.  We enjoyed the
visits with our people.

New Church Support
We welcome First Baptist Church,

Oak Grove, and Broadmoor Baptist
Church, Meridian  to the growing
number of supporting  churches. If
your church does not support this
Commission, please consider doing
do.

New Brochures printed
We have new Brochures that ex-

plain the Ministry of the Commis-
sion. They are attractive and will serve
to explain the work  Commission.

2007 Conferences
The South Conference is schedule

for March 29.  The place is Mill Creek
Baptist Church, Picayune, Arthur Lee
Pastor.  The program is complete.
New Wine Quartet and Shallow Creek
Singers will furnish the music for the
day. Brother Donnie Parrish will bring
the message. Macks Restaurant,
Hattiesburg, will cater the noon meal.
The good ladies at Mill Creek volun-
teered to furnish the deserts. All this
for only a $15.00 fee. I hope the
church will pay this fee for their Se-
niors who attend.  The Conferences
are not limited to the older folks.  All
ages are welcomed. Please  pastor, go
with your Seniors to these good meet-
ings.

The North Conference is sched-
uled for May 8. The place is Hopewell
Baptist Church, Fulton, and Pastor
Danny Pitts. More about this Confer-
ence later.

Ready to help
I will assist our churches in orga-

nizing a Ministry to their Seniors. All
I need is an invitation.  I will come to
your church and explain the Ministry
if  I am invited.  Please pray for us.

?
by Coy Rice, Pastor

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church
Saucier, Mississippi

A member of Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Saucier, Missis-
sippi, has been approved to be a one year missionary to the
Communist nation of China. He is a
young, 20 year-old minister who is
currently furthering his education.

He feels the call of God on this
particular mission project and looks
forward to serving the Lord in this
capacity. His identity can not be re-
vealed in this publication due to the
type and location of ministry he is
pursuing and for security reasons.

He is responsible for raising his
own support for the year he will be
gone. Some funds have already
been given, but he has a significant
amount left to raise.

If you would like more information concerning his
mission and ministry, or if you would like for him to speak at
your church, I would request that you contact me at 228-860-0643.

Missionary Elect  Needs Help

BMA Theological Seminary

2007 Brand Lectures set
The 2007 “Brand Lectures” will

be held March 6 and 8 in Dorman
Memorial Chapel at the Baptist Mis-
sionary Association (BMA) Theologi-
cal Seminary in Jacksonville, Texas.
Guest lecturer will be Brother Stan
Scroggins, Minister of
Music and Education at
First Baptist Church in
Magnolia, Arkansas.

The theme of the lec-
tures, “Christian Educa-
tion and the Great Com-
mission,” will be pre-
sented in four sessions:
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m.,
“Your Reach Goes Be-
yond your Grasp!” (Moti-
vation for Christian Edu-
cation); Tuesday at 3:00
p.m., “The Great Commission Sun-
day School” (Short History of the
Sunday School Movement and Why
it Works); Thursday at
9:30 a.m., “The Dirt on Teaching”

(An Examination of Luke 8:5-15);
Thursday at 3:00 p.m., “Learner-based
or Interest-based Teaching” (What is
the Best Way to Teach or How do
People Learn?)

Scroggins was saved in 1966 at a
BMAA mission church in
Warner Robins, Georgia
and in 1967 surrendered
to the ministry. He has a
BS degree in music and a
BS degree in Sociology
from Jacksonville State
University, Jacksonville,
Alabama. He also has an
MRE in Church Religious
Education from Mid-
America Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary in Memphis,
Tennessee.

Scroggins has served churches in
Alabama, Mississippi and Arkansas
and has been serving First Baptist
Church in Magnolia, Arkansas as
Minister of Music and Education since

1991.
Scroggins is married to Donna, a

teacher at Columbia Christian School
in Magnolia, Arkansas and they have
two daughters:  Leslie, a teacher in
Fort Smith, Arkansas and Kelsey; a
student at Central Baptist College,
Conway, Arkansas.

The “Brand Lectures” are named
in honor of the late Dr. and Mrs.
Ralph A. Brand of Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi. They served the Lord to-
gether for over fifty years.

Mrs. Brand was retired as head of
the cataloguing department of the li-
brary at the University of Southern
Mississippi. Dr. Brand worked in
prison ministries for over 30 years,
and was Director of New Directions
Prison Ministries until his resigna-
tion in 1998.

Dr. Brand traveled extensively and
authored several articles and books.
Three of his best known works in-
clude Simplified Techniques of Coun-
seling, Analysis of Revelation and
Techniques of Counseling: An Aid to
Pastoral Efficiency.

For more information, please con-
tact BMA Theological Seminary at
903-586-2501.

Stan Scroggins

said the E in GEM could stand for
“Encouragement.  There is hope and
encouragement in Jesus Christ!  He
and his family are  available for Re-
vivals, Special Occasions, Concerts,
Sunday Morning/Night Worship Ser-
vices, Pulpit Supply, etc. Lisa is a
Women’s Speaker, Author, Teacher
& Singer. She speaks with authority
to women on  How to be a Woman of
Honor & Influence in all aspects of
life whether it’s at home, business or
personal walk with the Lord.  She is
available for Women’s Conferences,
WMA meetings, Retreats, etc.

Rounding out our Evangelistic
Team are our children, Michael,
Hannah &  Jonathan.  Michael lives
in  Jacksonville, Texas.  He wants to
be involved with Youth Rallies, Re-
vivals, etc. He is a  licensed minister
since 2003.  Hannah and Jonathan

love to sing.  They are working on
becoming puppeteers so they can tell
children about  Jesus.

A full list of ministries is available
on our website at
www.gothardevangelisticministries.com.
Please  check our website out.

If you would like to book us for a
service please contact us asap at 832-
202-9717 or 832-212-0185 or email
us at plgothard5@aol.com.  We do
not set a fee for coming to  minister at
your church. We simply  ask for a love
offering and expenses to be covered
as needed. Call for more information
on this.  We are expecting our calen-
dar to  fill up quickly. We are cur-
rently  booking for mid February 2007
and continuing throughout the rest of
the year.

Please keep us in your prayers as
we answer God’s call upon our lives
into this ministry of Faith.

In Christ,
Paul & Lisa Gothard

Letters
from page 4
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LATRELLE WINDHAM

DIRECTOR

Theme 2007:
Time – “Readiness –being prepared for action”

Through the ministries of our
camps and other activities, we evan-
gelize our kids through the preaching
and teaching of God’s word.  Those
who accept Jesus Christ as Savior
need to be discipled by our parents
and churches, to be ready for action.
Again the Word of God is so impor-
tant in each of our lives.  Whatever
the situation you and I are facing, we
may safely assume that the signifi-
cant issue is the Word of God, our
receiving and obeying it.  Until this
happens we lack the basic foundation
for the solutions of our problems.
Our actions need to involve time.  By
Him (the Lord), our actions are
weighed.  Be prepared to act.

We need to have a ready mind, that

causes us to act, to respond.  We are
motivated by grace, but it requires
faith.  Let’s do it gladly.  To respond
to the needs of our kids this summer
and any time, do it with gladness and
joy in your heart.

We need willing people to come
with your kids to camp.  We need
people willing to pray for camps.
What a joy to have kids, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.  What
an honor to be willing to minister to
them.

Another reason we have camps is
to prepare our kids for the return of
the Lord.  We need to help make them
ready for His coming.   Our attitude
toward His coming should be a ser-
vant attitude.  Help us to be faithful,

wise and ready in our service to our
kids, for the sake of the Lord.

Read the Word, respond, request
more light on what we need to do.  Do
some research on how to be ready and
remember, “Our Actions are weighed
by the Lord”.

Mississippi Christian
Ladies Retreat

September 28-29, 2007
Jackson Hilton Hotel

Registration Fee - $60.00
Theme: “Ladies on the Move”

Genesis 12:1
Now is the time to make your

plans. There will be more
information later.

Chris Smith,
Advertisement Coordinator

Johnny Watts

Commission on

History & Archives
Johnny Watts, Director

288 Lonesome Pines Rd, Laurel, MS 39443
601-729-8098

February Emphasis
As I begin this report, I am re-

minded of our celebration last Octo-
ber. What a blessing to see many of
our churches taking part in celebrat-
ing two hundred years of Associa-
tional Baptist work in Mississippi.
Many of you helped in preparing for
this event and also with the extra
financing needed to carry out this
celebration. May I just say THANK
YOU for all you did to help.

February is time again for Special

Emphasis. Please help us again if you
can. If everybody would help a little it
would not be a burden on any church.

I will give a full report later on the
expense of our Two Hundredth Anni-
versary. It was such a blessing to
many of our people and also made
many aware of the rich heritage we
share together as Associational Bap-
tist in Mississippi.

Thanks again for helping in the
work of your Commission on His-
tory.

Former Minister's Wife
Mrs. Louise Cochran

passes away
Services were held Tuesday, Janu-

ary 30, 2007, at Cypress Creek Bap-
tist Church for Mrs. Louise Pope
Cochran, 83, of Brooklyn. Mrs.
Cochran, the widow of former BMA
minister Preston M. Cochran, died
January 26, 2007, at Stone County
Hospital in Wiggins. Burial was in
Janice Community Cemetery.

Survivors include a son, Larry
Cochran of Livingston, Ala.; two
daughters, Betty Turner of
Pascagouola and Lanita Garner of
Janice; two brothers, Howard Pope of
Amhearst, Ohio, and J.E. Pope of
Agricola; eight grandchildren; and
eight great-grandchildren.

New Book Available
"More Rantings and Ravings from
Brother Ritechus N Dignation"

It's been six years since Brother Ritechus N Dignation began ranting. The
first book, The Rantings and Ravings of Brother Ritechus N Dignation was
printed in 2001, after each writing was individually published in the Missis-
sippi Baptist paper. When Brother RND was resurrected
in 2006, he began to appear in papers and publications
other than the Mississippi Baptist and people seemed to
actually cotton to his lunacy. Now it's time for a second
edition, More of the Rantings and Ravings of Brother
Ritechus N Dignation.

This second book follows the format of the first,
with some extras included. It includes a list of "Rite-
isms", which are unique words and expressions used
by Brother RND, some original, some borrowed. A
few examples of rite-isms are:

Barnstormin' preachin'-Old fashioned preachin'
that takes no prisoners.

Expressify- Make known your point of view, whether anyone wants to hear
it or not.

Headlightin'- The most effective way of huntin'. It gives the hunter a sportin'
chance.

Hog callin'- Contest where participants squeal & holler, like church
business meetin'.

Hoppin' mad- Really mad.
Hotter than a night crawler on blacktop- Shore enough mad.
Hotter than boilin' possum fat- Mad enough to explode.
Spittoon- Fine hardware for sophisticated dippers and chewers; an up-

graded coffee can.
So-sa-shun- A group of churches.
Also included is a list of Brother RND's South Mississippi Favorites. Here

are a few:

Favorite Car Tags Favorite Past Times
Dixie: Love it or Leave it Shootin' road signs with buckshot
Eat More 'Possum Playin' washers
The South is Gonna Rise Again Killin' rats in the corn crib
The Family that... Swimmin' in the crik

...Prays Together, Stays Together

More Rantings and Ravings From Brother Ritechus N Dignation is now
ready for the public, even if the public is not ready for it. If you would like a
copy of this book, the price is the same as the first book from six years ago:
$6.00, which includes postage.

The first book, The Rantings and Ravings of Brother RND is also still
available for the same price. If you order both, then the cost is $12.00 which
includes postage.

Send check, money order, food stamps or confederate money to:
Joseph Harris, 77 Neil Road, Ellisville, MS 39437

Make check or money order to Joseph Harris.
Please, my kids need to eat.

CBS Poll shows most
want abortion restricted

A pro-life organization says a re-
cent poll conducted by CBS News
shows more Americans believe abor-
tion should be prohibited in many --
and in some cases all -- circumstances.

LifeNews.com reports that a re-
cent CBS News poll found most
Americans want to prohibit abortions
in all or most cases or want to see
greater restrictions placed on abor-
tions. The poll's findings are in line
with results from 2006, when more
than 50 percent of the respondents
wanted to make abortion illegal all or
most of the time.

The CBS poll was conducted from
January 18-21 and surveyed 1,168
adults across the U.S., asking respon-
dents to give their "personal feeling"
about abortion. The survey also asked
whether they wanted abortion to be
always permitted, subject to greater
restrictions, allowed only in cases of
rape, incest or saving the life of the
mother, or only allowed to save the
life of the mother.

According to the poll, only 31 per-
cent of the public wants to permit
abortion in all cases. Meanwhile, 47
percent of Americans want all or most
abortions prohibited, and 16 percent
want them to be greatly restricted.
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Mississippi State W.M.A.
Mrs. Jean Knight, President

27 Paramount Church Rd.
Perkinston, MS 39573

601-928-3764

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533
Laurel, MS 39443

Christian Action

Commission
Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi

Dr. John M. Adams,Director
P.O. Box 88, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863

Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com
John Adams

Trustee Resigns
It is with sadness that we accepted the resignation of

Dr. David Rice as a C.A.C. Trustee.  Yet, we are so happy
for Bro. And Mrs. Rice as they return to Arkansas and
enjoy retirement.  These two have been such an inspira-
tion to all of us over these many years of Christian
service.

Use Your Judges and
Legislators/Public Servants

Pictured in this article is State Representative Jamie
Franks and myself as Representative Franks spoke at our

local Mantachie Lions Club.  Mr. Franks is a Godly
Christian and faithful to his church.  I urge our churches,
church groups and pastors to use our elected Public
Servants as speakers and testimonies, especially around
holidays, such as the Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanks-
giving, etc.  I also urge our own Baptist folks to run for
public offices, being led by God.  Within our Baptist
churches are great men and women, many of whom are
now in county, city, and state offices.  Pray for our judges
especially, as noted in Romans 13:4 “For he is the
minister of God to thee for good....”

Recently at First Baptist, Mantachie our FBC Youth
Director Trent Thompson invited the Lee County Sher-
iff, Jim Johnson to speak to our Main Event youth group.
His topic was Internet Porn Solicitation.  Our Mississippi
youth need instruction and Godly wisdom regarding
such evils of the day.  We must be bold in our instruc-
tions.

New Legislative Year
If you have not already, pray for and send emails and

letters to Senator Trent Lott and Senator Thad Cochran.
I have added their email address and post office ad-
dresses:

Honorable Senator Trent Lott
487 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
www.senate.gov  (Click on State of Mississippi and you

will go directly to his email site)
1-202-224-6253

Honorable Senator Thad Cochran
113 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
www.senate.gov (Click on State of Mississippi and you
will go directly to his email site)
1-202-224-5054

These Christian men represent us at the highest levels of
government.  They need to hear words of encouragement.

The state legislature of Mississippi is pondering leg-
islation about School Funding at this time.  Did you
know?

1) School Dropout Rate
State Superintendent of Education, Hank Bounds,

shared statewide figures stating that our state school
drop-out rate is at twenty-six (26%).  We know that this
is detrimental to our youth.  Our students need to obtain
a complete education, whether public or private.  Pray for
School Administrators, teachers, coaches, school  nurses,
and school  employees that God will guide them in
helping our children and teens.  Pray for church youth
directors, youth committees, and Sunday School teach-
ers as they impact our kids.  Paul, the apostle, stated in II
Timothy 1:5 that he “called to remembrance the un-
feigned faith that is in thee (Timothy), which dwelt first
in thy grandmother, Lois, and thy mother Eunice...”  We
must pray and vocally encourage our youth in these
turbulent days.

2) Cough Syrup Abuse
Why pray and why teach?  A recent study stated that

kids are robo-tripping or skittling - downing high doses
of cough syrup or pills to get high on dextromethorphan,
a cough suppressant commonly found in over-the-counter
cough medicines.  A senior toxicologist, Ilene Anderson
reported, “we have products that causes teens to get high
and the product is readily available to them.  Parents must
be warned about this.  These medicines are especially
dangerous when used with Prozac, Zoloft, or ecstacy.”

Recommended  readings
and web sites:

1) Citizen   (Focus on the Family)
www.citizenmagazine.com  1-800-A-Family (232-6459)

2)   www.drugproofyourkids.com

Trustee of the Month
Rev. Aaron Maxwell is Senior Pastor of Lebanon

Baptist Church, Laurel and was elected to this CAC
Trustee Board in 2006.  Bro. Aaron, 54, is married to
Alberta (Bert) and they have four married children:
Timothy, Entry, Sarah, and Micah.  They have been
blessed with twelve grandchildren.  Bro. Aaron has been
pastoring  twenty-eight years.  His address is 454 Leba-
non Road, Laurel, MS 39443. We are so glad to have him
on our CAC team.

Highlighted Churches
that support the CAC
Fairhope Baptist Church, Beaumont
Benville Baptist Church, Picayune
Berean Baptist Church, Soso
Bethel Baptist Church, Fulton
Bethel Baptist Church, Wiggins

Representative Jamie Franks & Director John Adams

 Righteousness exalteth a nation:
but sin is a reproach to any people.

Proverbs 14:34

Big Creek Baptist Church
WMA Report

The Big Creek WMA meet weekly
at Big Creek Baptist Church on
Wednesday night at 7:00. We are a
small group, but enjoy our time to-
gether for the study of God’s Word
and a time of Christian Fellowship.

Serving as officers for 2000–2007
are as follows: June Holifield, Presi-
dent; Peggy Jefcoat, Vice-President;
Lorene Dykes, Secretary/Treasurer;
Bettye Jefcoat, Sunshine Chairman;
Jackie Danis and Barbara
Hollingsworth, Flower Committee;
Marsha Yarbrough, Peggy Jefcoat,
Patricia Combest, Food Committee;
Charleene Dykes, Promotion Chair-
man; Rovenia Hunnell, Reporter.

During October and November,
we enjoyed having Mrs. Vivian
Watson come teach a series of les-
sons taken from the book, “The Pur-
pose Driven Life” by Rick Warren.
We learned that we are, Planned for
God’s Pleasure (Bible word, wor-
ship); Formed for God’s family (Bible
word, fellowship); Created to become
like God (Bible word, Discipleship);

Shaped to serve God (Bible word,
Ministry); and Made for a mission
(Bible word, Evangelism).

Mrs. Watson is a very good Bible
teacher. Every lesson was presented
in a very interesting and spiritual way.
We are looking forward for coming
again soon to share with us a series of
lessons on “Heaven.”

We covet your prayers as we reach
out in our service for Christ through
WMA.
Rovenia Hunnell, Reporter

New Book Release
The Brass Button
 by Sandy Jones

These books can be ordered from any
Christian bookstore or Barnes and
Noble

New Mission book is available:
The Heflins in Costa Rica

Order from Betty Wilson, P. O. Box
792, Mount Pleasant, TX 75456
Cost: $8.00, plus shipping

Chris Smith
Mississippi WMA Editor

THE BRASS BUTTON
By Sandy Jones

Matt Galloway left  his home in Texas for West Point Military
Academy with a heart full of bitter re-
sentment against his older brother. A
brother who had made his life unbear-
able from the moment they were or-
phaned at the ages of fourteen and ten.

Four years later, handsome Lieuten-
ant Matt Galloway gallops into Trapper
Valley, Colorado, with a company of
U.S. Cavalry and Dimple Snoe is con-
vinced he is her dream come true.
Before long, Dimple realizes there is a
serious flaw in her hero. Matt has a
deep-seated problem – a bitter heart,
filled with hate for his own brother!
Desperate, Dimple writes to Jake. Matt’s
brother. Suddenly, Matt is sent on a
dangerous mission against Indians flee-
ing their reservation. Will Matt return or
will he die on the desert, taking  Dimple’s heart to the grave with him?
Did Matt wait too long to forgive and to be forgiven…by God?

About the author

Sandra S. Jones grew up in the Houston, Texas area. Sandy married
BMA pastor Bert Jones and for over forty years they ministered to God’s
people in His churches. They had two sons, Corbey and Collin, and a
wonderful son through fostering, Michael. Sandy also enjoyed being
involved and holding office in the WMA on every level - local, district, state
and national, and served as a National Promoter for the GMAs for fifteen
years. She has traveled extensively promoting that work and was able to
make friends all over the United States and three foreign countries. She
currently writes, teaches Bible classes and is Dorm ‘Mom’ to the girls at
Jacksonville College in Texas.

The book is available on line at publishamerica.com
and other book stores
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Sofilthy's
Attic

by Barbara
White

February 1, 2007 •  Mississippi Baptist

BMA of Mississippi

2007 Pastor's Retreat

February 26 & 27, 2007

Skyway Hills

Baptist Church

Pearl, Mississippi

Theme

Standing Strong . . .
...Pleasing Him
II Timothy 2:1-4

Cost $25.00

Make Plans Now To Attend!

Obsolete Sayin's
A communication came in my mail a

few days ago that brought to my mind
some "sayin's" that used to be common
language, but are seldom heard anymore.
Read this paragraph and try to remember
when you last heard some of them:

"Well, if you 'hold your horses', I reckon
I'll get 'this whole kit and caboodle' done
and sent off.  Please don't be too 'per-
snickety' and get a 'bee in your bonnet'
because I've been 'pretty tuckered out'
and 'at sea' lately because 'I'm no spring
chicken'.  I haven't been 'just stringin'
around' and I know I'm 'not the only duck
in the pond', but I do have 'too many irons
in the fire'.  I might just 'be barking at a
knot', but I have tried to give this article
more than just a 'lick and a promise'".

May God forbid other familiar phrases
become obsolete.......such as "God bless
you", "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday,
today and forever,"  "Hallelujah", "Amen".
These too, can become as obsolete as
"blinky milk" if we don't use them fre-
quently!

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

www.travisplumlee.com

Let’s Roll Up Our Sleeves and Get Busy
We have a new year, and a new opportunity

to serve the Lord and grow into conformity to
the image of Christ. We don't want to be busy
just for busy-sake. We don't want to over
commit and fill our days with busy work that
serves no purpose for the kingdom. Therefore,
we must have an action plan. We must have
some goals and a desire to work at them to
fulfillment.

Limited goals create limited lives. Dream
big for God this year and dare
to have visions for His glory. If
you have no specific action
plan, then you will just be adrift
in 2007, and this year will not
be much different than any
previous year. It is the defini-
tion of insanity to keep doing
things the way we have always
done them and expect differ-
ent results. Determine that 2007 will be a year
of maturity, change, growth and spirit-filled
work for the Kingdom of Christ.

Study
First off, we must desire to grow spiritually

and increase in wisdom from God. We do this
by increasing our study of the Word. I do not
want any of you to read your Bible in 2007. I
want you to STUDY the Bible to show your-
self approved. Study it. Think about the mes-
sage God is trying to give you.

If you are unable to do this, you might go to
the Christian bookstore and get a Bible study
book that helps explain scripture to you. These
books, while useful, can never take the place
of being in God's Word. Use them as a re-
source to help give you insight into scripture.
Which scripture study guide is best for you
depends upon where you are on the road of
Christian living. We are all at different places
on the path of righteousness. The important
thing is not trying to go really fast and pass
every one you know. That is fleshly to think of
trying to be smarter or more wise than other
Christians. Try to be the best you can be for the
glory of the Lord. Try and grow in your Bibli-
cal knowledge for the purpose of being better
equipped to serve God.

Some people are further down the road of
Christian maturity than you are, but that is
okay. All that really matters is that we are all
still walking toward Christ. It is when we stop
walking and growing that it becomes a prob-
lem.

Minister
Establish a ministry that you do every single

month. Do you serve the bride of Christ? That
of course is the church. How
do you serve your church?
There is something you could
do!
If you see a need in the church,
meet that need in 2007. Do
you have a growing concern
for the spiritual and temporal
needs of others? What are you
doing to help others? Some-

times, it is our opportunity to serve God by
helping someone gain some spiritual growth
by something we say or do. However, some-
times, God uses us to further His cause by
meeting temporal needs of people. How do
you and your church meet the needs for food,
shelter and clothing in your community? How
do you and your church minister to those in
jail, in hospitals, in nursing homes, in shelters
and half-way houses?

Some people erroneously think it is the
pastor's job to visit the hospitals and nursing
homes. Some think it is the youth workers role
to reach out to the hurting, drug and alcohol
consuming young people of the community.
Some think it is the role of United Way agen-
cies to give food and clothing to the poor. How
wrong is this thinking? Jesus commands all of
us as Christians to be engaged in this work.
Read Matthew 25: 34-46. Do you have wid-
ows and widowers in your church? How do
you take care of them as we are commanded in
James Chapter 1:27.

The opportunities to serve Jesus and bear
fruit are boundless. Set a new year goal of
ministering to the local church, and to the

needs of the community at large. Start a
mentorship group for a select group of people.
Start a food bank. Meet both the spiritual and
temporal needs of those around you, and you
will bless the Lord.

Grow
Now after you have resolved to serve the

Lord and grow spiritually, then you can attend
to some goals that are still important, but not as
high a priority. Set goals to grow mentally. I
took my mentorship guys to the Kimball Art
Museum in Fort Worth, Texas, so they could
see the master paintings and how they depict
mostly religious themes. The baptism of Jesus,
Abraham sacrificing Isaac, the Crucifixion,
etc. Challenge your mind with something that
you don't normally do. Learn a foreign lan-
guage or learn to make something. You are
never too old or too dumb to do these things.
Stop putting yourself down. That right there
would be a good place to start on emotional
growth in 2007. Stop beating yourself up.
Study a Christian book and learn how to com-
municate better, break free from grief, grow
through divorce or learn to control your anger.
There are many areas you could set out to grow
through with God's help in these areas.

Be Healthy
Finally, if you want to, you can have a goal

to start exercising and losing weight. If the
Lord leads you to get healthier by exercise,
then go for it. If you are just vain, forget it. We
are too obsessed in this country with looks.
Dieting and exercise to be healthier is Chris-
tian. Doing it because you hate how you look
is fleshly. Be healthy, but enjoy eating as well.
I give you permission to occasionally eat a big
ole steak dinner with a loaded bake potato,
bread and a chocolate and caramel covered
anything.

Now, let's roll up our sleeves and get busy
growing and serving Jesus. 2007 means He is
that much closer to returning. We must get
busy. It is now or never. Ready, set, grow!

Ministers Resource
Services reports growth
THE BMA LONG TERM GROWTH RE-
TIREMENT ACCOUNTS WERE UP 15.74%
FOR 2006.   THE LONG TERM GROWTH
ACCOUNTS HAVE AVERAGED A
GROWTH OF 13.45% EACH YEAR FOR
THE PAST FOUR YEARS.   IN THE PAST
48 MONTHS WE HAVE POSTED 53.80%
TO THE LONG TERM GROWTH AC-
COUNTS.

THE BMA RETIREMENT PORTFOLIO
ASSETS TOTALED $7,116,144.08 ON DE-
CEMBER 31, 2006, A GROWTH IN AS-
SETS OF $1,321,517.26 FOR 2006.

YOU MAY CONTACT MINISTERS RE-
SOURCE SERVICES, THE RETIREMENT
AGENCY OF THE BMA OF AMERICA, AT
P. O. BOX 2866, TEXARKANA, AR 75504,
BY PHONE AT 870-774-2654 OR EMAIL
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, RON
CHESSER, AT
RCHESSER6365@AOL.COM TO RE-
QUEST A RETIREMENT PACKET OR TO
OPEN AN ACCOUNT.

Ordination service set
for Sam Oglesby

The Westover Baptist Church invites all
ordained ministers and deacons to join with
them in ordaining Bro. Sam Oglesby to the
gospel ministry on Saturday, February 10th at
4:00 p.m. at the church. The church called Bro.
Oglesby as Pastor on December 3, 2006.  Please
pray for our pastor and our church as we seek
to serve the Lord together.  The church is
located at 4903 W. 4th St., Hattiesburg, MS. If
you need further information contact the church
clerk, Carolyn Hagler at 601-264-8240.

Celebration of 80 Years
Dr. Eugene Murphy will be honored in the

family life center of Lebanon Baptist Church
on February 4 from
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. to
celebrate his eighti-
eth birthday.

Dr. Murphy has
spent most of his life
serving the Lord, lov-
ing his fellow man,
and as a pastor and
teacher.

His family and
friends are invited to
celebrate this special
occasion with him.

Lebanon Baptist
Church is located on Highway 28 west of
Laurel and east of Soso.

No Gifts please.

Eugene Murphy

Prayer Renewal
week available

Jesus said His House should be a house of
Prayer. Pastor, if you would like for your
church to have a Prayer Renewal Week cover-
ing over 250 passage of Scripture, please con-
tact me at 601-426-0385 or 601-323-2941.
We must get back to the most important thing
we can do and that is to Pray. I believe that the
one thing that all of our people and our churches
need today is prayer. All materials will be
provided. All you need is your HOLY BIBLE
and a HEART prepared to study and receive
the WORD of GOD.

I will be praying for you, please pray for our
church and others who need the LORD JESUS.

Bob Burch, pastor
Pine Ridge Baptist Church
Laurel, MS
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