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Seminary accreditation reaffirmed
In January, BMA Theological Seminary received a letter

reaffirming accreditation from the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools for the next ten years. Not only is the
reaffirmation of accreditation an answer to many prayers, but it
is also the culmination of more than two years of dedicated work
by the seminary faculty, administration, and staff.

The Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) is
the premier accrediting agency for all colleges and universities
in the Southern United States. Accreditation by SACS demon-
strates that BMA Seminary has the “resources, programs, and
services sufficient to accomplish and sustain” its purpose of
training future generations for leadership and service in the
Lord“s churches.

Along with the reaffirmation of accreditation recently re-
ceived from the Association of Theological Schools in the United
States and Canada, this action by SACS is a sign of the quality
of education that is available at BMA Seminary.

BMA Seminary Professor earns degree
On December 16, 2011, BMA

Seminary professor David A.
Erickson received his Doctor
of Philosophy in Theology from
Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary in Fort
Worth, Texas.
Dr. Erickson began his PhD at
Southwestern in August 2006.
During his doctoral studies at
Southwestern, Dr. Erickson
worked as a skilled carpenter,
handcrafting custom furniture
and cabinets for various build-
ings on the SWBTS campus.
He also taught as an adjunct
instructor for the College at
Southwestern.

Shortly after completing his
seminars and comprehensive
exams at Southwestern, Dr.
Erickson joined the BMA Semi-
nary faculty as a fulltime pro-
fessor. Since that time he has
worked diligently to complete
his dissertation, while balanc-

ing teaching duties as well.
Dr. Erickson“s dissertation,

a 350 page work, is on the life
and theology of Samuel
Howard Ford, a nineteenth
century Baptist preacher and
magazine editor. The disser-
tation examined the early

Landmark movement through
the lens of S.H. Ford“s
ecclesiology, which was very
influential in the movement.
The dissertation also broke
new ground in the field of Land-
mark studies by examining
Landmarkism as both a social
and theological movement.

S.H. Ford“s life and writ-
ings had, until now, only been
studied by one other indi-
vidual. Dr. Philip Bryan,
former professor and President
Emeritus of BMA Seminary,
researched Ford as part of his
Ph.D. dissertation from Baylor
University.

Upon reaching this mile-
stone, Dr. Erickson became the
third generation in his family
to obtain a Ph.D. Dr. Erickson“s
father and grandfather both
had long and distinguished
careers as professors in their
respective fields.

Dr. David A. Erickson

Mandate a step to abortion coverage?
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - Religious organizations are
still raising concerns about President Barack
Obama's mandate on insurance companies to
foot the bill for employees' free contraception,
even if they provide insurance for groups that
oppose contraception and sterilization.

Last week, Obama announced that instead of
requiring employers to cover contraception,
insurance policies would be required to provide
free birth-control coverage in separate agree-
ments with the workers who want it. Even
though conservatives do not see it as a compro-
mise at all, and even though serious constitu-
tional questions about the policy still remain,
the administration refuses to budge any fur-
ther.

Matt Bowman of the Alliance Defense Fund
(ADF) points out that exemptions are being
granted to various organizations, including
unions, but religious ones still face a mandate.

"It seems like the only people who don't get

some type of special treatment under
ObamaCare are groups that want to exercise
their God-given first freedom of religious lib-
erty," Bowman notes.

And he suggests that imposing contraception
and sterilization coverage on people of faith
could be a stepping stone to mandating cover-
age for abortion.

"The idea imposed by the Obama administra-
tion here against religious liberty is that preg-
nancy is a disease," the attorney says. "There is
no principle distinction between that and re-
quiring not only these other practices, but sur-
gical abortion at any stage because once you can
violate our God-given first freedom of religious
liberty, there's nothing a government cannot
do."

He adds that Obama's alleged accommoda-
tion still violates the Constitution and federal
law, so "ADF is prepared to defend Christians to
resist this attack."

If one cross is unconstitutional …If one cross is unconstitutional …If one cross is unconstitutional …If one cross is unconstitutional …If one cross is unconstitutional …
OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - Liberty Institute is asking the U.S. Supreme
Court to save San Diego's Mt. Soledad Veterans Memorial Cross,
as it warns about what the Ninth Circuit's decision could mean
for a number of national memorials.

The cross was established more than 50 years ago to honor
soldiers slain in war. But last year, the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals declared it unconstitutional. Kelly Shackelford of
Liberty Institute tells OneNewsNow it is
essential for the high court to reverse the
decision.

"If this 29-foot cross here is unconstitu-
tional, then there's a 24-foot cross in Arling-
ton Memorial Cemetery," he notes. "There's
the Argonne Cross. There's the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier that says 'known but to
God.' There are literally crosses and Stars of
David in every community of every state of
this country, and they would all be torn
down or sandblasted off."

Shackelford points out the Ninth Circuit also declared the
Mojave Desert war memorial unconstitutional because of a
cross, but the Supreme Court reversed that decision.

"Our veterans don't deserve this. I mean, these memorials are
about honoring and remembering our veterans. And really,
what's going on here is a disgrace," the attorney contends.
"These attacks, they're disrespectful, they're dishonoring, and
we really need to bring these attacks against these memorials to
an end."

He adds that while some people have an "irrational desire" to
rid the countryside of crosses, being offended by religious imag-
ery is no constitutional reason to use a wrecking ball to destroy
anything.
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From The
Mind of

Chuck Lee

Parenting
About nineteen years ago,

my wife and I decided to oc-
cupy ourselves with a little
hobby we like to call parenting.
It started out simple enough
and like most hobbies it got a
little out of hand.  Before we
knew it, we were the proud
(frazzled, distraught, wild-
eyed, insert your own adjective
here) parents of four of the most
beautiful children that ever
walked on earth.  What we
didn’t know is that we would
have to have all the answers to
“Why” and “Why not”.  My high
school education failed to shed
light on that little subject,
which to tell you the truth, I
am most grateful considering
the light that is being shed on
subjects today.

Like most childless couples,

we knew everything there was
to know about parenting until
we became parents.  We would
smile knowingly at one another
when we would go out to eat
and witness the whining,
screaming, bedlam
at the booth next to
us.  The children
would also be whin-
ing and screaming,
but they would do it
with food all over
their face.  An un-
spoken word be-
tween us guaran-
teed that it would
be different with us.
I tip extra now the
one time a year we
go out as a family as
a polite gesture to the waitress
who draws the short straw and
gets us at her table.  It some-
how makes me feel better and
keeps her from chasing us out
of the restaurant with a sharp

utensil.  We can always tell the
couples who are without chil-
dren because they are smiling
at one another knowingly.

As a young boy, I read that it
cost somewhere around one

hundred thousand
dollars to raise a
child.  Since math
wasn’t one of my
better subjects, I
calculated four kids
should be a walk in
the park.  What the
article didn’t say
was that a big
chunk of that one
hundred thousand
would come in hos-
pital and doctor fees
the moment they

are born.  The doctor would
then fax our records to a family
doctor who would then start
extracting fees out of our check-
ing account.  He would then
call the emergency room doc-

tor and inform him that he
could start planning that “trip”
he had always wanted to go on.

As the children get older,
they discover that their par-
ents are their own little ATM
machines.  Out of habit, I once
gave one of my son’s friends ten
dollars as he was leaving to go
home.  If the doctors cut into
your budget with hacksaws and
axes, children do it with surgi-
cal knives.  I feel that is kind of
ironic.  The children get their
piece of the one hundred thou-
sand a little at a time.  Theirs
come in the form of books,
clothes, lab fees, sports fees,
gas, movies, bowling, and the
list never ends.  I call it death
by a thousand cuts.  I tell them
to call me Julius Caesar and
they think it’s because I rule
supreme.  I say, “Et tu Brute”.
Latin wasn’t one of my subjects
either.

I am thankful that my wife

and I discovered a Book early
on in our little venture that has
made things a lot easier as we
play our roles as parents.  It
hasn’t informed us how to get
gum out of hair or marbles out
of nostrils or cotton out of ears.
It doesn’t touch on the finer
points of unclogging a toilet
stuffed full of toys and toilet
paper.  It doesn’t explain why
they won’t eat their food at the
table, but happily eat side by
side with the dog out of the
scraps.  This Book deals with
our role in guiding our children
into eternity; of which there
have been a few times I wanted
to take the Author out of con-
text.

Whenever I begin to feel
overwhelmed, I take out the
Book and say; lead me to the
rock that is higher than I.
Speaking of rocks, does anyone
know how long it takes for one
to be digested?

BMAA Chaplaincy Ministry
Director/Endorser, David R. Norvell, US Army Chaplain (LTC) Retired

687 South Avilla Heights, Alexander, AR 72002
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Military Chaplains Perform Selfless Service
Thank God for those willing to go and do ministry among the

military.  Pray for your BMAA Chaplains serving today. I am
honored to have served with chaplains offering selfless service.

In the early hours of Feb. 3,
1943 a United States troop ship,
the U.S.A.T. Dorchester, headed
for Greenland and eventually
Europe, was torpedoed by a Ger-
man Submarine.  The
Dorchester, a 5,649-ton vessel,
once a luxury coastal liner, was
crowded with 902 servicemen,
merchant seaman and civilian
workers.  The strike was deadly
and the troop ship sank in less
than 27 minutes.  Of the 902 men
aboard, 672 died.

According to an account writ-
ten by Victor M. Parachin, In the
panic and chaos aboard the sink-
ing ship four chaplains offered hope in despair and light in
darkness.  According to witnesses, Chaplains Lt. George L. Fox,
Methodist; Lt. Alexander D. Goode, Jewish; Lt. John P Washing-
ton, Roman Catholic; and Lt. Clark V. Poling, Reformed, offered
prayers, encouragement and courage.  They handed out life
jackets until there were no more.  Finally, the four chaplains
removed their life jackets and gave them to four frightened
young men.  As the ship went down survivors nearby saw the four
chaplains, linked arm-in-arm, braced against the slanting deck,
their voices offering prayers.

One survivor later recalled the selfless act saying the Catholic
chaplain did not call for a catholic, the Jewish Chaplain did not
call for a Jew, nor did the two Protestant Chaplain call for
Protestants. They simply gave their life jackets to the next man
in line.

Selfless service is the bedrock of the Christian faith.  “For God
so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son…”

More judicial activism from Ninth Circuit
OneNewsNow -OneNewsNow -OneNewsNow -OneNewsNow -OneNewsNow - A pro-family
leader says (the recent) deci-
sion by a panel of federal judges
to invalidate California's voter-
approved ban on same-sex
"marriage" was an act of judi-
cial tyranny -- and a legal group
fighting for traditional mar-
riage vows to appeal the deci-
sion all the way to the Supreme
Court.

Three judges on the Ninth
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
ruled that the California's
Proposition 8 is unconstitu-
tional. The Ninth Circuit also
threw out a request by Prop. 8
proponents to invalidate a pre-
vious ruling by retired homo-
sexual District Judge Vaughn
Walker that overturned the
initiative.

Marriage supporters and
Prop. 8 attorneys had asked
the Ninth Circuit to reject
Walker's ruling on grounds that
he should have recused him-
self from the case, arguing he
was biased on the issue be-
cause of his sexual orientation
and his longtime homosexual
relationship.

Randy Thomasson, presi-
dent of SaveCalifornia.com,
says the two judges who ruled
against Prop. 8 -- Stephen
Reinhardt and Michael Daly
Hawkins -- need to be "reined
in" like GOP presidential can-
didate Newt Gingrich has been
saying about judicial activists.

"The Ninth Circuit ruling to
strike down man-woman mar-
riage, by a Jimmy Carter judge

and a Bill Clinton judge, is
against the voters, against our
republic, and against our demo-
cratic system," Thomasson tells
OneNewsNow. "It's against the
United States Constitution,
against nature, and against

God and his beneficial design
of family."

The longtime pro-family
leader asserts that, once again,
judges have overturned the will
of the people. "Judicial activ-
ists are really terribly doing
things to people," he states.
"And when we look at what's
happening, they're acting like
kings, they're acting like dicta-
tors, and yes, they are tyranni-
cal."

Thomasson expects the case
to land in the nation's highest
court, with Justice Anthony
Kennedy casting the deciding
vote. In fact, Alliance Defense
Fund says it will do exactly
that.

"No court should presume to
redefine marriage -- and no
court should undercut the
democratic process by taking
the power to preserve marriage
out of the hands of the people,"
ADF attorney Brian Raum says
in reaction to the panel's deci-
sion.

Although Raum says he is
not surprised by the ruling, he
expects a more favorable deci-
sion by the U.S. Supreme
Court. "Americans overwhelm-
ingly reject the idea of chang-
ing the definition of marriage,"
he notes. "In fact, 63 million
Americans in 31 state elections
have voted on marriage, and
63 percent voted to preserve
marriage as the timeless, uni-
versal, unique union between

David Watkins

Former BMAA President
David Watkins has resigned as
pastor of First Baptist Church
of Magnolia, Arkansas, effec-
tive February 26. He has served
as pastor there for over 23 years
and will be honored during the
morning worship service (10
a.m.) that day and at a recep-
tion that afternoon (1:30 – 3
p.m.) Watkins is a past presi-
dent of the BMA of America.

Watkins leaves
FBC Magnolia

continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3
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Commission on Senior Adults
Kenneth Flynt, Interim Director

4226 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440

Greetings from the Commis-
sion on Senior Adults. We are
looking forward to seeing you
on Tuesday, March 27 at Big
Creek Baptist Church for the
South Mississippi Senior Adult
Conference.

Let me remind you to pre-
register the number who will
be attending. We need to know
this number by March 20 for
the South Conference. We need
this to be able to prepare for
the noon meal.

Plaques of appreciation will
be given to our preacher breth-
ren who will have completed
50 years in the ministry during
2012. Please call the names of
those in as soon as possible.
The phone numbers to call for
those attending the conference

are: 601-763-8100 (between 8
a.m. and 12 noon - Big Creek
Baptist Church), 601-729-3189
(Mrs. Dot Holifield), 601-426-
3293 (Bro. Don Brown)

The financial support for the
commission continues to be
good and all offerings are to be
sent to Mrs. Dot Holifield, 658
Joe Perrett Road, Laurel, MS
39443.

Plans are coming together
for a blessed time in the Lord
and we hope you will be a part
of these blessings.

The North Mississippi Se-
nior Conference will be held
Tuesday, May 1, 2012, with Mt.
Pleasant Baptist Church,
Fulton. More details concern-
ing this conference will be forth
coming.

Ordination InvitationOrdination InvitationOrdination InvitationOrdination InvitationOrdination Invitation
Wilderness Baptist church

in Vicksburg announces the
ordination of Bro. Bryson
Haden on Friday night the 24th
of February at 6:30 p.m. The
service will be held at Oakland
Baptist Church on Oak Ridge
Road in Vicksburg due to the
need for room. Ordained dea-
cons and
ministers are invited to come
and fill the council for the ordi-
nation. Brother Haden has ac-
cepted the call of Berean Bap-
tist Church, Soso, as pastor.

Bob Conrad, pastor

Tombigbee AssociationTombigbee AssociationTombigbee AssociationTombigbee AssociationTombigbee Association
The Tombigbee association

met at Greenwood Baptist
Church on February 9. Our
message was brought by Bro.
RD Cline, entitled ‘Revive
America’. Special music
brought by Iva Mobley .The
host church served a great
meal. We had 10 churches rep-
resented with 57 members and
14 visitors. Reports were given
by Bro. Ray Boone, Bro. Bob
Burch, Bro. Bobby Elliott, and
Bro. Elvis Garica.

Moderator Gary Smith
Reporter Debbie Franks

News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

DiscipleGuide
Conference

Ministry Schedule

AAAAApril
17 - BMAA Pastors Confer-
ence/National Meeting
Jackson Convention

Complex
Jackson, Mississippi

July
4-6 - SOAR
Gaylord Texan-Grapevine,
Texas

October
3-5 - Pastors Oasis
Chateau On The Lake
Branson, Missouri

November
7-9 - National Senior Adult
Conference
Hiltons of Branson
Branson, Missouri

20-30-The Holy Land Tour
Depart from Dallas, Texas
with Kirk Shelton

Adams Releases New Book
Ken Adams has released a new
digital book: God Speaks: How
We Got the Bible. To purchase
this book go to the Kindle store
at Amazon.com and search for
it by title or use this link http:/
/ w w w . a m a z o n . c o m / d p /
B00786VYKO. It is $9.99.

How do you know the Bible
is really God’s Word? Bible
scholars have all of the techni-
cal books and the right educa-
tion to answer that question.
But the average person can’t
spend years studying, and the
technical books would simply
frustrate him if he could find
them. You need a specialized
education to understand them.

Why doesn’t someone write
a book for the nonprofessional?
Someone has. You don’t need
to learn Hebrew or Greek to
understand God Speaks: How
We Got the Bible. You don’t
need to know scholarly jargon.
You just need to read this one
book to acquire confidence that
you truly carry God’s Word to
church with you every Sunday.

God Speaks: How We Got
the Bible traces the Bible from
its ancient roots to this cen-
tury. It won’t drown you in bor-
ing details. Still, it is well re-
searched and fully footnoted
for those who demand proof. It
includes fascinating stories like
the origin of paper, pencil, and

ink and how a first century
shopper could pick a scribe out
of the crowd with a quick
glance. You will learn that
modern translators have 6,000
Greek manuscripts to work
from while early scholars only

had 6.
More importantly, God

Speaks: How We Got the Bible
answers the questions: “How
did God write the Bible?” and
“What does the word “inspira-
tion” mean?” “Did God actually
speak His Word aloud for
prophets to write down?”
(Sometimes yes, sometimes no.)
Finally it helps guide the reader
through the maze of dozens of
modern translations.

This book tells the story of
the Bible in five chapters:

Chapter 1: The Origin of the
Bible

Chapter 2: The Inspiration
of the Bible

Chapter 3: The Preservation
of the Bible

Chapter 4: The Translation
of the Bible

Chapter 5: The Canon of the
Bible.

Author informationAuthor informationAuthor informationAuthor informationAuthor information
Brother Ken Adams is on

staff at DiscipleGuide Church
Ministries and serves as an
adjunct instructor of philoso-
phy at the University of Ar-
kansas Community College at
Hope. He has written many
articles for magazines and
newspapers and over sixty
Bible study quarterlies for
DiscipleGuide.

husband and wife."
In a statement from Focus

on the Family, judicial analyst
Bruce Hausknecht says given
the Ninth Circuit's record, the
decision was not entirely unex-
pected. "... No judge has the
right to redefine marriage.
Doing so redefines parent-
hood," he says, "and offers yet
another instance of social engi-
neering based on the desires of
adults rather than the inter-
ests of children.

"This latest tinkering with
marriage to remove mothers
and fathers as an essential ele-
ment of family poses serious
ramifications for future gen-
erations," he concludes.

A stay that bars same-sex
couples from obtaining mar-
riage licenses is still in effect in
California.

CourtCourtCourtCourtCourt
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Conference

Big Creek
Baptist Church
Soso, Mississippi

March 27, 2012
9:30 AM

Judge: Christians'
civil rights claims
have standing
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - A Michigan
federal judge has denied
Dearborn's request to dismiss
civil rights claims from Chris-
tians arrested during a 2010
Arab festival.

Rob Muise of the American
Freedom Law Center (AFLC)
says the Christians' only
"crime" was sharing the gospel
at the festival.

"The four Christians were
arrested and jailed … in 2010,
the summer before last, and
they actually had to go through
a criminal trial," he reports. "I
defended them in the criminal
trial. They were acquitted of
the charges of breach of the
peace. We turned around and
filed a civil rights lawsuit
against the city".

The city had argued that the
police officers who arrested the
missionaries had probable
cause based on a complaint
from a festival worker that
immunized Dearborn and the
individuals from civil suit. Of-
ficials asked U.S. District Court
Judge Stephen J. Murphy, III
in Detroit to let them off the
hook, but that request was de-
nied.

"That means the most egre-
gious of the constitutional civil
rights violation claims are go-
ing to go forward against the
City of Dearborn -- those being
the unlawful arrests, the un-
lawful detention, the fact that
[the Christians] were jailed for
an evening unlawfully, as well
as the violation of their First
Amendment rights on the first
day of that Arab festival in
2010," Muise explains.

When the case goes to trial,
the AFLC attorney will ask for
an injunction to stop the "ha-

rassing treatment" of his cli-
ents at future Arab festivals,
plus damages and attorneys'
fees. Muise says free speech
must be protected, even if it is
not appreciated by others.
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

Albert Mohler to be guest
lecturer at BMA Seminary

BMA Seminary is pleased to announce
that Dr. Albert Mohler, president of the
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in
Louisville, Kentucky, will be the guest lec-
turer for the Darby-Beal Lectureship. Dr.
Mohler will be presenting the lectures April
3 –5, 2012.

Please mark your calendars for this spe-
cial event. Details, including times for the
lectures, are to be announced.

The Darby-Beal Lectureship is an an-
nual special lecture made possible by the
generous support of Wayne and Elaine Beal
of Jacksonville, Texas. Their commitment
to traditional Baptist doctrine led them to endow the Darby-Beal
Lectureship. The public is invited to attend the 2012 Lecture-
ship.

Dr. Albert Mohler

Blood
Donations Needed
Greetings Brothers and Sisters
in Christ,

Many of you may know David
and Kay Phillips of Anguilla,
MS. Mrs. Kay is a member of
Zion Missionary Baptist
Church, and daughter of Bro.
Merle and Bobbie Sue Bradley.
She has been diagnosed with
Leukemia and has been hospi-
talized on and off for the last 2
1/2 months. She has received
several units of blood and plate-
lets as part of her ongoing treat-
ment.

Mrs. Kay's daughters have
setup several blood drives
around the state to assist with
her treatment needs. These are:
Febraury 20th at Community
Baptist Church in Poplarville,
MS from 2pm - 7pm; March
10th at Mt. Calvary Baptist
Church in Picayune, MS from
10am - 2pm; March 14th at
Midway First Baptist Church
in Hattiesburg, MS from 3pm -
8pm and April 6th at Bethel
Baptist Church in Fulton, MS

from 1pm - 7pm.
We ask that anyone who can

give, please do so at one of
these locations. You can logon
to www.bloodhero.com and
setup an appointment time for
one of these blood drives. Please
use sponsor code: CMBC. If you
cannot make it to one of these
blood drives, you can give at a
United Blood Services location,
just tell them you would like to
give your blood in Kay Phillips'
name. You can also give at any
Mississippi Blood Services lo-
cation, just use code "DB01"
and it will be given under Kay
Phillips' account. Most of all
we ask for your continued
prayers for the Phillips family
and thank you for all you have
already done.

Bro. Sam and Dawn Free-
man

Mission
Appreciates Support
Dear Editor,

We want to publically thank
Movella Baptist Church
(Lucedale) for coming to Cleve-
land and blessing our kids with
gifts for Christmas. Our kids
were so grateful for those gifts,
for they were the only gifts
they got. Thank you Movella
for your love and for the joy you
brought into the hearts of our
kids.

Bro. Ed Duval, pastor
& the Homestretch Family

Arkansas Association
Seeks ABS Director

The Columbia Baptist Asso-
ciation is currently accepting
resumes for the position of As-
sociation of Baptist Students
Director at Southern Arkan-
sas University. The ABS Di-
rector must be at least 24 years
old with a Bachelors degree
and have previous ministry
experience. The Director of the
ABS must be willing to relo-
cate to the Magnolia area and
must become an active mem-
ber of a local BMA church. Re-
sumes may be sent to: ABS
Search Committee, c/o Joe
Owens, 760 Hwy 160Magno-
lia, AR 71753.

Leave It
To Cleaver

Tony Cleaver
JSTMCLEAVER@EMBARQMAIL.COM

What a poignant, penetrat-
ing question! For most the an-
swer is an unbelievable, "No!"
The Psalmist shouted: "The
fear of the LORD is the begin-
ning of wisdom; all who follow
his precepts have good under-
standing. To him
belongs eternal
praise." (Psalm
111.10)

The thief did not
fear God for he
wanted God only as
an escape from
trouble. His com-
panion on the other
side of Jesus knew
he was punished
justly, and asked
Jesus to remember him. How-
ever, the unrepentant thief
wanted Jesus to provide an
escape from this trouble.  Most
of us work our way to terrible
predicaments without God and
then demand God rescue us
from our own quandary.

Those with externalized re-
ligion don't fear God because of
their privilege. (Mark 3.2) For
some their ancestors have been
church members for a long time
in a certain place.  They believe
this is good enough for them to
continue with what their fami-
lies have done for years. They
trust in their culture or race or
ethnic identity.  They don't need
God for their racial connections
have provided safe harbor for
life. There is no fear of God in
their lives for they have privi-
lege.

Those who are secularized
don't fear God because of their

connections. (John 11.48) Some
have a connection to a certain
mayor, governor, or even a
higher official. These have a
comfortable financial safety net
and a more than six figure in-
come from dividends alone each

and every year.
Connection to cer-
tain people, schools,
clubs, even finan-
cial institutions
provide enough for
some not to fear
God.

Those who are
professionalized
don't fear God be-
cause of their ac-
quaintance with

the past. (Luke 20.45) The false
and professionalized religious
traditions of the past hold great
power even for those living in
the present. There is no fear of
God for the fire of God is lost in
the archives of past dead em-
bers.

Those who are politicized
don't fear God because of their
myopic focus on their
party.(Mark 3.6) Some congre-
gations today are captive of the
right or left political spectrum.
These wrap the flag of their
nation around them, and shout,
"We have the truth, and only
we have the truth! All who op-
pose us are wrong!" There is no
fear of God here for they alone
are doing God's will. They
might ask, "Why should we fear
God?"

Those who are unrepentant
don't fear God because of their
obdurate spirit toward placing

faith in Christ. (Matthew 21.31-
32) The preaching of Jesus was
clear: "Repent and believe the
Gospel." This takes a radical
and revolutionary change in
behavior and attitude toward
God, self, and others. It involves
admitting sin, kneeling in spirit
to repent, asking for something
I cannot supply self; salvation,
which is health and wholeness
from God. The fear of God gets
dimmer the more this kind of
lifestyle remains the same, con-
tinuing the same way. We are a
people who love our "American
paganism."

Do I fear God? Do I want to
wait to get to the end of life or
even the other side of life to
begin to fear Him?  I don't think
so.  Lord Jesus, Come into my
life now as I turn from sin,
confess my sin, and ask you to
come into my life.

Don't Don't Don't Don't Don't YYYYYou Fear God?ou Fear God?ou Fear God?ou Fear God?ou Fear God?
Luke 23.40Luke 23.40Luke 23.40Luke 23.40Luke 23.40
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LifePrep Resource Kit CD 
New and Improved

Teaching Boosters will make 
preparation for teaching 
easier than ever before for 
the youth teacher! Teaching 
Boosters are things you would 
normally have to make extra 
copies of, or signs and activi-
ties you would have to make 
yourself. Now you can simply 
print them using the Life Prep 
Resource Kit CD. Coming the 
spring of 2012!

Rebecca Watts, youth editor

Dr. John Adams, Senior Pastor of First Baptist Church in Mantachie,
Mississippi visited the Mississippi State Capitol recently and offered
a prayer in the House Chamber.  He is seen pictured with House
Speaker Philip Gunn - Hinds, Madison, Warren and Yazoo (left) and
Rep. Randy Boyd - Itawamba, Lee, and Tishomingo to the right.

Pastor leads House Prayer

Sofilthy's
Attic

by Barbara White

Matches and
Toothpicks

If I ever commit an offense
against you and you want to get
even with me, with some left

over, just send
me to the
store to get
you some
k i t c h e n
matches or
toothp icks .
Please don't
ask me to get
them both on
the same day.

I recently
spent a good

part of a day trying to find kitchen
matches in a big super store and
I'm here to tell you, I haven't
found them yet!

I've begun to think that stores
must hire a special person to
hide them in different places in
the store!

I do believe the scripture that
says, "Seek and ye shall find."

I believe it, I just don't think it
applies to kitchen matches and
toothpicks.

Broken Hearts Take Time To Heal

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

We were visiting our perfect
granddaughter down in Texas
recently, when she did some-
thing wrong and got in trouble.
I do parenting conferences all
the time. I always tell parents
that you must discipline your
children, and I give parents
scriptures to back it up.  How-
ever, there has to be something
in scripture that says you don't
have to get on to my little grand-
daughter. Every child should
be disciplined but her. Ha! As
her dad got on to her, she
started crying.  And she turned
around and told him, "Daddy,
you made my heart hurt."  At
that point, granddaddy had to
get up and walk out of the room.
That killed me.  I know he had
to do it, but ouch, it hurt to hear
her say that.

What she was describing was
heartache.  Yes, it was okay.
She was expressing what
should have been expressed.
She did something wrong, knew
it, and was hurt over the ex-
change with her dad.  That is
called discipline and that is part
of parenting.  Yet, as kids grow
up into adulthood, we start
getting unhealthy and unholy
heartaches.  We get our hearts
ripped out of our chest by our
family doing something to us.
Kids can rip a parent's heart
out.  Older parents can squash

the heart of an adult child.  And
there is an extreme heartbreak
associated with married
couples.

You give your heart away to
someone you love.  It is so won-
derful to love someone and to
be loved.  Then, out of nowhere
this person does something or
says something to break your
heart.  When a heart is broken

it feels awful.  It is constant. It
is painful.  It is all consuming.
Why did I give my heart away?
Why has God allowed this to
happen?  When it is a fresh
hurt you may even think you
are losing your mind.  Take a
step back and reflect.  You are
being a normal human to have
all of these feelings and ques-
tions. You are not crazy. You
are heartbroken.  And there is
no shortcut to healing.  It takes
time. There is no magic wand
to make it disappear.  How-
ever, there is a God who can
make it be healed.

Stop asking, “why me Lord?”
We know why. Sin. Broken
world.  This is why.  It is going
to happen.  We can't wall our
hearts off to protect us from
future pain, because then we
stop the flow of love.  And a life
without love is nothing.  Read I
Corinthians 13:1-7. We must
love again, but it will always
make us vulnerable.   As long
as we are in this world, love
will hurt sometimes. But Jesus
loves you.  Jesus can and will
heal you. God will deliver you.
You must hold on to these
truths.  You must be willing to
give Jesus your whole heart
and let him heal you.  He doesn't
want parts of your heart, He
wants all of it so he can restore
your soul.

In marriage, a partner may
do something wrong like adul-
tery.  It hurts badly.  The spouse
may ask for forgiveness and
the couple sets accountability
standards.  Good. And the
spouse in the wrong actually
works very hard at living right
and proving that you can trust
them again. Eventually, the
trust can be rebuilt and the
relationships healed and re-
stored.  But it takes time. It
doesn't happen quickly. We live
in a society where everything
is instant. We want instant
healing. We know intellectu-

ally, that even when we prac-
tice forgiveness and work hard
to restore the relationship, it
will take time.  But we have
been conditioned to not wait on
anything. We don't like the
hurt. We want God to provide
instant, quick fix healing.  But
our hearts are not like "instant
oatmeal" that you pop in the
microwave. We have to learn
from our tragedies. We have to
grow.  A flower doesn't start
out blooming instantly when
we plant the seed. It takes time.
It is going to take some time for
the heart to heal. Don't rush it.
Just keep praying a lot to the
one who can heal your broken
heart.

Watch out that you don't just
give up and stop the process
because of your hurt.  Yes, it
takes time. If you get to the
point where you just give up
trying, or you feel like you just
aren't moving forward on re-
covery, then it is time to seek
someone that God could use as
an instrument in His hand to
help you. You need to seek bib-
lical counseling from a Godly
friend, pastor, minister or
maybe even a professional bib-
lical counselor. It is okay and a
good thing to seek Godly coun-
sel according to scripture.  Prov-
erbs 1:5.

You should progress through
your grief even though it may

continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7
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GMA Girls
GMA Promoter

Beth Caldwell
166 Twin Creek Rd,
Lucedale, MS 39452

601-947-6011

Sunbeam Promoter
Linda Dertinger

132 HowardHill Road,
Soso, MS 39480
601-729-2908

Mississippi W.M.A.
Blinda Lee, President

77 Morrow Rd., Purvis,MS 39475
601-596-3417

blinda.lee@lamarcountyschools.org

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443
601-729-5638

WOMEN’SWOMEN’SWOMEN’SWOMEN’SWOMEN’S
MISSIONARMISSIONARMISSIONARMISSIONARMISSIONARYYYYY
AUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARAUXILIARYYYYY

BMA OF AMERICA
2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT2011 - 2012 PROJECT

40% INTERACTIVE SELF-
HELP ENGLISH LAN-

GUAGE PROGRAM
(ISHELP)

40% HAITI RELIEF FUND
15% YOUTH FUND

5% GENERAL FUND

SEND OFFERINGS FOR
“PROJECT” TO

NATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMANATIONAL WMA
% PAT DUNCAN

PO BOX 30
HARDY, AR 72120

GMA Retreat set
for March 16 & 17
"Danger "Danger "Danger "Danger "Danger Ahead"Ahead"Ahead"Ahead"Ahead"

"Alas for the day! for the day
of the Lord is at hand, and as a
destruction from the Almighty
shall it come." Joel 1:15

I am so excited for camp this
year! We have so many goals
and we are going to try our best
to meet them this year. The
camp dates are March 16 and
17th at Camp Garaywa in
Clinton. The registration fee is
$55. And do not forget your T-
shirts for this year: youth; adult
small, med., large, x-large $12;
adult 2x - 5x $14. You may send
forms to Olivis Erkhart at 164
Pine Tree Dr. Lucedale, MS
39452 by February 15,2012.
You may call 601-508-5689 if
you have any questions. Hope
to see you there!

Serving Him,
Tygh Roche

WMA Project NewsWMA Project NewsWMA Project NewsWMA Project NewsWMA Project News
May the lord bless our WMA

project this year! We challenge
each lady to pray what the Lord
wants each of us to give to our
state project  - 25% General
Fund, and 75% Shepard Bag
Ministry. May the Lord con-
tinue to bless us and our WMA
work.

State Project Promoters,
Dianne Rainey &
Lynn McCoy

WMA Retreat NewsWMA Retreat NewsWMA Retreat NewsWMA Retreat NewsWMA Retreat News
The BMA of Mississippi

WMA will sponsor the 2012
Women’s Retreat Ladies. Be-
fore the “busyness” of 2012
takes all your attention, put

this important date on your
calendar. The retreat will be
August 31 through September
1, 2012 and will again be held
at Camp Garaywa Conference
Center in Clinton, Mississippi.

This will be a perfect time to
get away for spiritual renewal
and a relaxing time. The chil-
dren will be settled in school
and the holidays will not be too
close. Watch the Mississippi
Baptist WMA news as more
information unfolds. Also check
with officers of your church’s
WMA or call Sharon Lindsey at
662-862-5889 with any ques-
tions.

HobolochittoDistrictHobolochittoDistrictHobolochittoDistrictHobolochittoDistrictHobolochittoDistrict
WMA ReportWMA ReportWMA ReportWMA ReportWMA Report

The Hobolochitto District
WMA met at Lee’s Chapel #2 at
Leetown Community on Sat-
urday, January 28. The meet-
ing was called to order by Presi-
dent Wanda Morris. Gretchin
Lee gave a devotion entitled
Cleaning Up Lives about get-
ting rid of things that clutter
our spiritual house. Gretchin
also gave special music on the
violin entitled “Search Me Oh
God.”

Alicia Ramshur, BMAA mis-
sionary to the Philippines, was
also present. She showed slides
of the countries of Laos and the
Philippines and gave a report
on how she got started on the
mission field.

The sermon was brought by
Bro. Vernon Watts was taken
from I Corinthians 11:1-16. Our
next meeting will be at Mt.
Calvary Baptist Church in
Picayune on April 28, 2012.

The meeting adjourned with
a hand of appreciation given by
Jane Mitchell to Bro. Watts
and Alicia Ramshur. Westlawn
Baptist Church, Picayune, re-
ceived the banner.

Debbie Lott, Reporter

Church to host
Ladies Conference
Community Baptist Church,

Poplarville, will be hosting a La-
dies Conference on May 4-5,
2012. The speaker will be Bro.
Travis Plumlee. Please contact
Dawn Freeman at
cdfreeman7327@gmail.com for
more information or to sign up
for the conference.

GMA T-shirt design
We want our GMA girls to see the T-shirt design for

this year. We know each girl will want one!
Olivia Erkhart

1st Vice President

Turning Others To Righteousness
by Bro. Grover Laird

 "And they that be wise shall
shine as the brightness of the
firmament; and they that turn
many to righteousness as the
stars for ever and ever." Daniel
12:3

Our text tells us something
about how the judgment of the
saved will turn out when Jesus
comes again. It seems that on
that day of judgment no one
will shine out brighter than
those who have given their lives
to the ministry of turning
people to the Lord. Surely this
would tell us that the greatest
work of the Lord's churches
today is to spread the good news
of the saving grace of God that
men might be saved.

This ministry of speaking for
God and turning others to the
Lord cannot be done without
the power of the Holy Spirit. In
Old Testament times it seems
that the Holy Spirit was only
given to certain ones that were
selected for a special work, and
this gift seemed to always en-
able that person to speak for
God.  This was true of the sev-
enty elders who were chosen to
assist Moses.  When the Spirit
came upon them they began to
prophesy.  (Numbers 11:25)
Even Saul prophesied when the
Spirit of God came upon him,
after being chosen to be Israel's
new king.  (I Samuel 10:6, 10)

The prophet Joel tells us that
in New Testament days the
Spirit would come upon all of
God's people, not just upon spe-
cial ones. He went on to say
that when this happens, all

would speak for God, both
young and old. (Joel 2:28, 29)
Therefore the work of turning
sinners to Jesus is not a minis-
try for pastors only, but a work
for all who know the Lord and
have the Holy Spirit in their
life.

As Joel foretold, when the
day of Pentecost came the Holy
Spirit did come and baptize all
of the church.  Shortly before
this happened we hear Jesus
say, "But ye shall receive power,
after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you: and ye shall be
witnesses unto me both in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea,
and in Samaria, and unto the
uttermost past of the earth."
(Acts 1:8)

Not long after the Spirit was
given, we do see all of the church
busy turning others to righ-
teousness. (Acts 8:4) They seem
to let nothing hinder them in
this ministry. This should also
be true today. Blessed is the
church that follows this ex-

ample of going “every where
preaching the word,” that we
see in the Jerusalem Church.

When a church is faithful in
turning others to righteous-
ness, the church is filled with
the joy of the Lord. (See Psalm
126:5, 6) When all of the church
are winning souls and filled
with the joy of the Lord, the
church is strong. (See
Nehemiah 8:10) When all of
the church are winning souls,
filled with the joy of the Lord,
and are strong in the Lord,
they will be able to overcome
the wiles of Satan and live for
Jesus.  (See Ephesians 6:10,11)
When a church is busy winning
souls, happy in the Lord, strong
in the Lord, and living holy
lives, God will be glorified.  (See
Matthew 5:16) And when God
is glorified, we should be satis-
fied.

May we therefore dedicate
ourselves anew to the ministry
of turning others to righteous-
ness.

2012
South Mississippi

Senior Adult Conference

Big Creek Baptist Church
Soso, Mississippi

March 27, 2012
9:30 AM
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CHILDREN'S HOME
118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-3928

SIDNEY DAVIS
DIRECTOR

God’s LoveGod’s LoveGod’s LoveGod’s LoveGod’s Love
God’s love for us is quite evi-

dent as stated to us in 1 John
3:16.  The fact that God loves
us and we are to respond to His
love (1 John 4:19) is no guaran-
tee that we will not have to face
the burdens and problems of
life.  After all, the Father loved
His Son, and yet permitted Him
to experience the agony of
Calvary’s Cross. Romans 8:32.

Lazarus was not exempt
from the problems of life.  Jesus
could have healed him, but He
chose not to.  He saw in the
sickness an opportunity to glo-
rify the Father.  John 11:1-44.
It is important that we glorify
God in all that we do.  1
Corinthians 10:31. God’s love
will be evident as we glorify
Him.

Association MeetingsAssociation MeetingsAssociation MeetingsAssociation MeetingsAssociation Meetings
and Church Visitsand Church Visitsand Church Visitsand Church Visitsand Church Visits

On January 12, I was with
the Oak Grove Baptist Asso-
ciation for their meeting.  The
meeting was held with the Good
Hope Baptist Church near Co-
lumbia and Pastor Denny
Patterson.

On January 13, the Capitol
Baptist Association held their
annual rally for the Home.  The
meeting was with the Wilder-
ness Baptist Church in
Vicksburg and Pastor Robert
Conrad.

On January 22, we were with
the First Baptist Church of
Calhoun near Laurel and Pas-
tor Leon Carmical for their
Sunday evening services.

On February 6, I was with
the Ten Mile Baptist Associa-
tion for their
annual rally for
the Home.  This
meeting was
held with the
Grace Baptist
Church near
Saucier and
Pastor Keith
Owens.

Then on Feb-
ruary 9, the Gulf Baptist Asso-
ciation had their annual rally
for the Home.  This meeting
was with the North Gautier
Baptist Church in Gautier and
Pastor Johnny Williams.

It was good to be in these
services with each of these
churches and to have a time of
worship and fellowship to-
gether. We want to say thank
you to each church, individual,
and association who gave to
these rallies and for the regu-
lar support that is given to the
ongoing operation of the Home.

Science ProjectsScience ProjectsScience ProjectsScience ProjectsScience Projects
Recently science projects

were done for our elementary
school students.  It was rather
interesting to see how some of
the projects were going to turn
out.  One project was to show
how static electricity can be
made.  Another project showed
how water purification can be
achieved.  And last but not least,
one project was to show how to
get a hard shelled raw egg into
a bottle.  Needless to say there
were some exciting moments
during these demonstrations.

Our girls and boys continue
to do well in school with their
studies.  Continue to remem-
ber the Home and its ministry
in your prayers.

BMA State Junior
and Senior Camp Info

by Adam Sloanby Adam Sloanby Adam Sloanby Adam Sloanby Adam Sloan
The BMA Junior and Senior

camps will be held at
Campgound Baptist Church
this year.  The dates for Junior
camp are July 6th and 7th, and
the dates for Senior camp are
July 19 - 21.  The cost is only
$25 per camper and this in-
cludes a T-shirt.  We invite
everyone to attend.  For any
more information, please visit
the church’s website at
campgroundbaptist.com.

Thank you for your prayers
and your support.  God bless
you.

Youth Department openingYouth Department openingYouth Department openingYouth Department openingYouth Department opening
The BMA of Mississippi's

State Youth Department is
welcoming all resume's.  Our
deadline is April 1st.  We will
accept all resumes until then.
If you feel that God is leading
you in this direction, please
pray about it and send us your
resume at
bro.sloan@gmail.com.  You may
call me at 601-323-4531 for
more information.

Adam Sloan

Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Larry PierceLarry PierceLarry PierceLarry PierceLarry Pierce
Bro. Larry M. Pierce, of

Lucedale, is available for ser-
vice as the Lord leads. He may
be contacted at 601-947-3531.

be a slow pace. That is okay.
Don't let your spouse or some-
one tell you that you should be
getting over it. Hey, they didn't
get their heart broken like you
did.  God will heal you in his
time. Just don't get to the point
where you stop moving for-
ward.  Some people say, I for-
give them but I can't move past
the hurt. You are going to have
to.  It takes time.  If you simply
can't, then you need outside
help.  God will absolutely re-
store that heart. He will heal
that pain. There will be a scar
on your heart. That is called
life in this world.  But Jesus is
always here for you.  You must
learn to love again. Trust again.
Share your heart again.  Learn
and grow on.  Set boundaries.
But don't erect walls around
your heart from this hurt.

Anything precious and frag-
ile can be broken.  Like your
heart.  But love is everything.
Give your heart to Jesus and
let him heal you and grow on in
His precious love.

PlumleePlumleePlumleePlumleePlumlee
from page 5from page 5from page 5from page 5from page 5

Texas Minister Dies
Bro.  Murphy Walker, 83, of

Longview, Texas passed away
on Monday, February 6, 2012
in Longview, Texas. Funeral
services were held February 9
at Liberty Baptist Church of
Longview.

Pastor Walker was born
January 23, 1929 in Big Spring,
Texas, and is survived by his
wife, Mary Walker of Longview;
daughters and son-in-law,
Linda Conley of Longview,
Janie and Rusty Lamb of
Humble; son and daughter-in-
law, David and Tina Walker of
Flower Mound; brother and sis-
ter-in-law, William G. and
Marilyn Walker of Tyler; sis-
ter, Carolyn Jean Baldwin of
Dallas; grandchildren,  Jay
Todd Richey, Chana Rodriguez,
Adrien Lamb, Christina
Brandenburg, Brandi Lamb,
and Mariah Walker; great
grandchildren, Katelin Richey
and Izabella Rodriguez; and
many nieces, nephews, and
aunts.

Dying To Succeed
Matt 10:39

by Larry Barker
Director of Operations for North

America
BMAA Missions Department

There are those who will do
anything to get to the top.  They
are dying to succeed and are
killing themselves because of
the stress and workaholic
lifestyle.
   These individuals are climb-
ing the organizational ladder
and will step on or over anyone
who gets in their way.  Phrases
such as “it’s a dog eat dog world
out there,” “survival of the fit-
test,” and “lead, follow, or get
out of the way” are often used.
Many see success as a title or
position of power but it is inter-
esting that when Jesus was on
earth He had no title or posi-
tion but He had ALL authority.

If you are focused on sur-
vival you will be motivated to
just “get by.”   When you accept
the status quo you just want to
“get along.”  Those who are
success driven want to “get

ahead.”  Then there are those
who are inspired towards sig-
nificance and they would like
to “leave a legacy.”  They desire
to make a difference.  Encarta
dictionary defines a successful
person as “somebody who is
wealthy, famous, or powerful
because of a record of achieve-
ment.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson said
this, “I fear the popular notion
of success stands in direct op-
position in all points to the real
and wholesome success. One
adores public opinion, the
other, private opinion; one,
fame, the other, desert; one,
feats, the other, humility; one,
lucre, the other, love; one, mo-
nopoly, and the other, hospi-
tality of mind.”  The definition
of success is subjective.  You
must decide what success looks
like and how you define suc-
cess will determine how you
treat other people and how you
carry out the responsibilities
you have.

Success is not just surviv-
ing, accepting the status quo,
or only doing what is safe.  Some
define success as doing what is
least dangerous for themselves,
their families, and their
churches.  They have accepted
success to be about self-preser-
vation.  Success, scripturally,
can only be achieved when we
value living radically and dan-

gerously rather than safely and
comfortably.  Success is not giv-
ing out time, talents, and trea-
sures but giving our lives for
the sake of the kingdom.  Jesus
said this, “But many that are
first shall be last; and the last
shall be first.”

Success to God is the oppo-
site of worldly success.  The
humble are exalted, and the
exalted are humbled.  The weak
are strong, and the strong are
weak.  The rich are actually
poor, and the poor are actually
rich.  The wise are foolish, and
the foolish are wise.  Death
comes from life, and holding on
to life brings death.  Neal Cole
says it this way, “From our
worldly perspective, the king-
dom of God is backwards.  It is
upside down.  In a sense, ev-
erything you think you know is
right is wrong, and everything
you think is wrong is right.”

For example, have we con-
vinced ourselves that anything
considered unsafe is outside of
the will of God and foolish?
Jesus never talked about a safe
way of following Him.  He did,
however, tell us to watch out
for wolves, let the dead bury
their dead, die to self, and if we
loved anyone more than Him
we were not worthy of Him.
Matthew 10:39 says it well, “He
that findeth his life shall lose
it: and he that loseth his life for
my sake shall find it.”  We are
to die to self because it is the
only way we can live for Jesus.
We must die to succeed!

Self-preservation is not “suc-
cess” because it actively chooses
a cheap substitute to the life of
faith God has intended for us.
It is a “churchianity” that is
carried out by men, for men, in
the name of God.  When we
choose to preserve our lives by
playing it safe we are actually
choosing death but when we
choose death we are actually
choosing life.  Death is abso-
lutely essential if we want to be
a “successful” disciple of Jesus
Christ.  We are unworthy of
Jesus when we are unwilling
to die to self.  To succeed you
must die!

Success can only occur when
we choose to live for Jesus and
not ourselves.  There is no dis-
ciple without a death.  Once
again allow me to quote Neal
Cole, “I have come to believe
that the health of any organi-
zation can be evaluated in di-
rect proportion to its willing-
ness to die.  The more vested
they are in self-preservation,
the less health they will have.
The more willing to die so the
kingdom can flourish, the
healthier the organization is.”
When we decide to die that is
what actually brings life to our
personal walk with Christ and
to our churches!
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Please Pray With MePlease Pray With MePlease Pray With MePlease Pray With MePlease Pray With Me
“I believe that no man loves prayer

until the Holy Spirit has taught him
the sweetness and value of it. If you
have ever prayed without ceasing you
will pray without
ceasing! The men who
do not love to pray
must be strangers to
its secret joy. When
prayer is a mechani-
cal act and there is no
soul in it, it is a sla-
very and a weariness.
But when it is really
living prayer, and
when the man prays
because he is a Christian and cannot
help praying—when he prays along
the street, prays in his business, prays
in the house, prays in the field—when
his whole soul is full of prayer, then he
cannot have too much of it.” - Charles
Spurgeon

Introducing Two New MissionariesIntroducing Two New MissionariesIntroducing Two New MissionariesIntroducing Two New MissionariesIntroducing Two New Missionaries
Bro. Bob

Burch was ap-
proved by the
M i s s i o n a r y
Committee to
serve as a
church plant-
ing missionary
to the greater
C o l u m b u s
area. Bob will
begin March 1,
2012.

Bro. Justin
Rhodes was approved by the Mission-
ary Committee to serve as a church
planting missionary to the greater
Clinton area.
He will begin
March 1, 2012.

Both of these
missionaries
will undergo
training in the
month of
March and will
be visiting our
local associa-
tions to share
their vision for
the work God has called them to do.

We closed the month of January
with approximately $95,000.00 in the
general fund. Praise the Lord! Our
budget supports putting two more
missionaries on status in this budget
year. I am talking with a number of
individuals about church planting and
a number of churches have expressed
a desire to be a sponsoring church.

Missions & Evangelism ConferenceMissions & Evangelism ConferenceMissions & Evangelism ConferenceMissions & Evangelism ConferenceMissions & Evangelism Conference
The date for the 54th Annual Mis-

sions & Evangelism Conference is May
4th.  The theme is, “The Journey of
Faith.”  The meeting will be hosted by
Skyway Hills in Pearl and will begin at
10:00 am and will end with a banquet
during which I will share a 5-year
strategy for church planting and a 5-
step plan for execution. We will be
providing more information in upcom-
ing issues of the Mississippi Baptist.

Missionary Reports for JanuaryMissionary Reports for JanuaryMissionary Reports for JanuaryMissionary Reports for JanuaryMissionary Reports for January
El Camino (The Way)

Bro. Estuardo re-
ported 21 homes vis-
ited and 29 soul talks,
11 professions of faith
and an average atten-
dance of 97. His offer-
ings averaged $875.00
weekly.  El Camino’s
mission project in Petal
is averaging 15 and
they had 0 professions
of faith.

First Hispanic
Bro. Elvis reports 0

homes visited, 45 soul
talks, and 2 professions
of faith and 0 baptisms.
Their average atten-
dance is 78. His offer-
ings averaged $912.00
weekly.  Bro. Elvis con-
tinues to work with a
new mission group in Tupelo which
meets in the fellowship hall of South
Green Baptist Church. The Tupelo
mission is averaging 20 each week.

New Heart Mission
Bro. Ray Boone re-

ports 119 homes vis-
ited, 30 soul talks, and
3 professions of faith
and 1 baptism. Their
average attendance is
44 in AM attendance
and 34 in the PM ser-
vice. New Heart’s offerings averaged
$375.00 weekly.

Special Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering Received
Below is a list of the offerings we

have received in response to my re-
quest made at the Annual State Asso-
ciation Meeting, since my last article.

Mount Moriah $5,000.00
Lebanon $90.00
Helton Road $100.00
Thank you to all those who have

helped us get started in the right way.

Coming SoonComing SoonComing SoonComing SoonComing Soon
We are in the process of updating

and upgrading our website.  I hope to
have the new website launched some-
time in March.

Bob Burch

Justin Rhodes

 Elvis Garcia

Estuardo
Marriquin

Ray Boone

Mission experiencing growth
New Heart Mission was greatly blessed when a young man from our commu-

nity began attending our services several months
ago. We give our Lord the praise for Bro. Dick Clark
who has recently accepted the Lord as his Savior, also
had a desire to follow the
Lord in baptism. It is just
as wonderful to see his
zeal in working along side
us in the ministry.

We were richly blessed
again when another
couple from our commu-
nity begin visiting with

us, but we received even a greater blessing after Bro.
Keith and Sis.
Sabrina Anderson
received the Lord as
their Savior. They
joined with us also
following the Lord in baptism.

I want to thank all of you for your prayers,
your encouragement, and your support in ev-
ery way.

I Thank the Lord for Bro. Michael Jenkins
who God has placed here with me to work along
side of us. God is using him greatly in helping
teach and train our folks not only to be a
witness, but how to be a witness. It is our desire
that we can train up men and women that God
can use to plant other churches.

Joseph Harris

miniedition

www.miniedition.net

Unable to Bear the Baring
Kylie Bisutti has made a wise and

Godly, decision. The top model for
Victoria's Secret Lingerie has decided
to stop showing her body to the world
and instead honor God
and her husband by cov-
ering up. As Kylie was
interviewed on ABC's
Good Morning America,
she told how she
struggled with this is-
sue and that God con-
victed her of showing
her body in modeling. Glory be! How
refreshing to see a high profile person
who is a professing Christian, do some-
thing compatible with Christianity.
Now how far will she go in covering
herself? I don't know, but at least she
has begun on the road to modesty.

Leonard Ravenhill, used to refer to
this "sex soaked, sin scorched society"
in which we live and as usual, he was
right on it. Nakedness is common
place.....among professing Christians.
Never mind the world. I expect it there.
But among those who name the name
of Christ, there should be a difference.
I cringe when I hear some popular
entertainer speak of Jesus, then stand
up and sing and gyrate, dressed like
some pagan around a fire about to
offer human sacrifice. Doesn't Christ
make a difference? "Therefore, if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature.
Old things are passed away, behold all
things are become new." II Corinthians

5:17.
A transformation that does not

transform and a profession with no
possession is a sham. The Apostle Paul,

in the preceding state-
ment, does not say that
after being in Christ,
we might be, should be,
ought to be, a new crea-
ture. He plainly states
that when we are IN
Christ we are new, and
new means we are dif-

ferent than before. Paul does not state
that we are perfect, but he does say
they are different. When the holy God
of the universe produces a new birth in
an individual's heart, things change.
The things they once loved, they begin
to hate and the things they once hated,
they begin to love. New means new. As
the new believer begins to grow in-
wardly, change becomes more evident.
They begin to struggle with the things
of this world, as Kylie did. Her struggle
on this issue is over. In the interview,
she exhibited peace with God over her
decision.

So I say to Kylie, hang in there. It
won't be easy. The world and most of
professing Christianity just won't get
it and will think you strange and de-
ranged for giving up your dream. Don't
get discouraged. As you cover your
body from those who shouldn't see it,
now you can reveal Christ to the world
as never before.
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