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Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from
the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is born
King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and
are come to worship him. - Matthew 2:1-2

Celebrating The Birth of The King
- Immanuel - God With Us

Merry Christmas From Don & Bonnie Brown
and the Trustees of your Publication's Department

Dr. David Jeremiah: I’m no prophet,
but the End Times are here
(OneNewsNow.com)(OneNewsNow.com)(OneNewsNow.com)(OneNewsNow.com)(OneNewsNow.com) According to Bible
scholar Dr. David Jeremiah, Christians
should be prepared for the next stages of
the End Times, which he argues were
ushered in by Israel fulfilling Bible proph-
esy by reestablishing itself as a nation
back in 1948 — after having no home-
land for two millennia.

“[In] the whole scope of world history
… yes, we are in the End Times,”
Jeremiah, senior pastor of Shadow Moun-
tain Community Church declared.

Jeremiah looks to no place other than
the Bible to derive his conclusion, ac-
knowledging that Israel was predicted in
Scripture to launch the world into its last
days by doing what no other nation on
earth has ever done — return to re-
establish its homeland after being cast
out for 2,000 years.

"I personally believe that the End
Times, in the sense of Bible prophecy,
probably started for us in 1948 when
Israel became a nation, because many of
the prophecies, in the New Testament
especially, could not be fulfilled until
Israel was at home in her nation,"
Jeremiah told The Christian Post.

Tackling RevelationTackling RevelationTackling RevelationTackling RevelationTackling Revelation
Jeremiah, like his predecessor at

Shadow Mountain — Tim LaHaye, co-
author of the world-famous Left Behind
novels based on the Bible’s tribulation
period of the End Times — recently
endeavored to break down the enigmas of
the Book of Revelation in his recently
penned Agents of the Apocalypse: A Riv-
eting Look at the Key Players of the End
Times.

In the book, Jeremiah breaks down
the highly misunderstood last book of the
Bible into 10 sections, plus an epilogue,
so that readers can distinctly piece the
events together in a relatable way. To
achieve this, Jeremiah, dubbed by
Tyndale House Publishers as a “proph-
esy expert,” begins chapters with a fic-
tional account, resembling the way Jesus
used parables to help people understand

key concepts. He notes that J.R.R.
Tolkien, who wrote The Lord of the Rings
and C.S. Lewis, who penned The
Chronicles of Narnia, embraced the power
of uncovering truth through myths.

Giving the readers key visuals to go
by, he titled the chapters:  The Exile, The
Martyrs, The 144,000, The Two Wit-
nesses, The Dragon, The Beast from the
Sea, The Beast from the Earth, The
Victor, The King, The Judge and The
Overcomers (for the epilogue).

The world doesn’t need anotherThe world doesn’t need anotherThe world doesn’t need anotherThe world doesn’t need anotherThe world doesn’t need another
prophetprophetprophetprophetprophet

But even though Jeremiah has valu-
able insight to share about the Bible, he
stops short of considering himself a
prophet and just encourages believers to
be at peace as they anticipate the contin-
ued unraveling of the End Times.

“A prophet in the truest sense of the
word, according to the Old Testament, is
somebody who can tell the future with
accuracy,” Jeremiah communicated to
Christian Post in an interview. “There
aren't any modern-day prophets — the
modern-day prophet would only be re-
porting what the scriptural prophet had
already said.”

He points out that the Bible is not
short of predictions, which are so specific
that skeptics cannot contend that they
came to fruition by chance.

“The incredible thing about prophecy
in the Bible is that in the Old Testament,
there are over 300 prophecies about the
coming of Christ to the Earth, which we
celebrate at Christmas,” Jeremiah
shared. “These are very specific, detailed
prophecies, and every single one of them
was fulfilled accurately.”

He emphasizes that Jesus Christ’s
return to the earth in the last days is by
no means a far-fetched or misguided
hope.

“In the Bible, there are eight times as

Arkansas, Mississippi Gay
Marriage Bans Overturned

(OneNewsNow)(OneNewsNow)(OneNewsNow)(OneNewsNow)(OneNewsNow) - Tuesday, November
25, Arkansas and Mississippi became
the latest two states Tuesday to have
their gay marriage bans overturned by
federal judges, but there are no rushes to
the altar as both orders are on hold so the
states can consider appeals.

Like several states, Arkansas and
Mississippi had voter-approved constitu-
tional amendments pass in 2004 that
defined marriage between one man and
one woman.

In Arkansas, U.S. District Judge
Kristine Baker ruled in favor of two
same-sex couples who had challenged
the amendment. They argued the ban
violated the U.S. Constitution
and discriminated based on sexual orien-
tation.

“The fact that Amendment 83 was

adopted by referendum does not immu-
nize it from federal constitutional scru-
tiny,” Baker wrote in her ruling.

Besides the amendment, Mississippi
has a 1997 law that bans same-sex mar-
riage.

But U.S. District Judge Carlton Reeves
wrote in his ruling, “The Fourteenth
Amendment operates to remove the blind-
ers of inequality from our eyes. Though
we cherish our traditional values, they
must give way to constitutional wisdom.
Mississippi’s traditional beliefs about gay
and lesbian citizens led it to defy that
wisdom by taking away fundamental
rights owed to every citizen. It is time to
restore those rights.

“Today’s decision may cause uneasi-
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“And there were in the same country
shepherds abiding in the field, keeping
watch over their flock by night. And, lo,
the angel of the Lord came upon them,
and the glory of the Lord shone round
about them: and they were sore afraid.
And the angel said unto them, Fear not:
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city
of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord.”  Luke 2:8-11

“Go, Tell It On The Mountain, Over
the hills and everywhere; Go, Tell It On
The Mountain, That Jesus Christ is
born.”  When I was a boy we sang this
old spiritual every year at Christmas
time.  It has one of those catchy tones
that sticks in your head and doesn’t
easily go away.  My prayer for each of
you is that the message of this short
tune will stick in your head and heart
throughout the Christmas season, and
as you find yourself singing it, that you
will remember that this is our greatest
purpose.  Each of us, who serve the
churches of the BMA of Mississippi in
the work of missions are all about going
and telling people the story of Jesus.  He
is and will always remain that most
precious of all gifts.  So, please join me
this Christmas, “Go, Tell It On The
Mountain, Over the hills and every-
where; Go, Tell It On The Mountain,
That Jesus Christ is born.  Cherita and
I want to wish all of you a very Christ
filled holiday season. God bless each of
you.”

- Larry Geraldson

Bob BurchBob BurchBob BurchBob BurchBob Burch
“This year has been a productive

year. We are averaging in the 60’s or
more in our morning worship and also
the small groups are
developing in a spiri-
tual manner. We
have three small
groups during the
week. Men on Mon-
day (11); Young
adults on Tuesday;
Wednesday night we
have an average of
25. Our Sunday
School has picked up some but not as
much as we would like. We have 5
Sunday School classes which include:
adults, young adults, teens, and both

boy and girl youth.  We enlarged our
parking lot, and we are building a pavil-
ion outside. We have plans drawn up to
expand the back of the building.

We have seen growth in our worship
service and our offerings are up.  Aver-
age giving is about $2500 to $3000 a
month. We have been evangelizing our
community as a church, and not just
the pastor. We have established a strong
base for the church, both spiritually
and numerically. I do need to baptize
some, and I am working on that. Our
goals are to move forward with a strong
base, but this next year is a year of
establishment. This next year we hope
to establish a faith-based driven desire
to see God develop teachers and preach-
ers and church workers for the glory of
God.”

- Bro Bob Burch 1 Thess. 5:24

Bobby ElliottBobby ElliottBobby ElliottBobby ElliottBobby Elliott
“This time last year we were on a roll!

We now have our building.  The Lord
has blessed us beyond measure.  The
building is finished (with a few odds and
ends to finish). Our attendance has

really started to look
good.  We are run-
ning consistently in
the high 40s and in
the 50s.  We have
visitors quite often.
Our congregation
has grown. We have
a fantastic youth

leader and a lady that works with the
drama team.  The youth plan a lot of
programs and witness teams are being
put together.  They have started a
prayer group at the school.  They started
with about 7 and now are in the 20's.
Even some teachers are joining and
helping.  Praise the Lord for our youth.
We have started our visitation on Tues-
day and Thursday nights.  We had
slacked off during the building progress
but now are back on track.   Our men’s
brotherhood is working on some projects
and the ladies auxiliary are gearing up
too.

The Lord has sent us a fantastic
choir director and we have started a
choir!!   They sound really good. We
appreciate Bro. Kenneth Pollock for
coming up and teaching for us during
the building process.  I really was busy
and he helped out tremendously.  Bless
you, Bro. Ken. We ended the building

program at 168,000.00.  I think we
really did a great job.  Thank you to all
the individuals and churches that came
and helped us from the bottom of our
hearts.  May the Lord richly bless each
and every one.  We couldn't have done it
without you. Freedom Mission is look-
ing to a great future.  Pray for us that
God will always lead us in the paths He
wants us to go.  We are seeking lost
souls to add to the kingdom.”

- In His service, Bobby Elliott

Danny BartlettDanny BartlettDanny BartlettDanny BartlettDanny Bartlett
“We are now Grace Baptist Mission.

We made the name change several
months ago.  The Lord continues to
bless at Grace Baptist Mission in Clinton.

The core group of
members continues
to attend and is ex-
cited about how God
is working through
them at the mission.
My main focus of
ministry is the
preaching and teach-
ing of God’s Word.  A

personal desire I had when I began at
the mission was to build a genuine bond
of trust with those who were already
there.  I am very grateful today that the
Lord has granted that desire.

This past year has been a good one for
us at Grace.  We continue to grow in the
Lord and in our service to Him.  I am so
thankful to the Lord for His faithful-
ness to us.  Indeed, He is a very gracious
God!  God has done a great work helping
our core group mature in their faith.
We did plant many seeds of the gospel
this past year.  We trust that the Lord
will bless with a good harvest in the
near future.

Recently, we took part in the Block
Party that welcomed students of Mis-
sissippi College to the city of Clinton.
We had over ninety students stop by our
booth and receive information about our
mission in Clinton.  We hope to see
many of these students visit with us in
the future.  The Lord added one young
lady to Grace this year, and we praise
Him for bringing her to us.  We con-
tinue to meet on Sunday mornings at
10:30 at the Clinton Racquet Club.  We
trust that the Lord will bless our effort,
along with the help of the State Mis-
sions Department and the Capitol Bap-
tist Association, to close on the pur-

chase of five acres of land on Pinehaven
Drive in Clinton in the near future.  We
also trust that the Lord will then allow
us to begin construction on a building
that we will call home for Grace Baptist
Mission—Amen!

Needless to say, we are very excited
about this great gift from the Lord.
Thank you for allowing me the opportu-
nity to serve as your missionary to
Grace Baptist in Clinton.  Brethren,
please pray for us. Thanks so much for
your patience with me! We at Grace
Baptist in Clinton would like to wish
each one a very Merry Christmas.”

- With a grateful heart, Danny
Bartlett

Sidney FarmerSidney FarmerSidney FarmerSidney FarmerSidney Farmer
“My Vision is to build a doctrinally

sound and spiritually stable church
through the scrip-
tural process of dis-
cipleship. My objec-
tive is to equip the
people for the work
of the ministry by
preaching and teach-
ing.  I want to make
disciples (evange-
lism, baptism,
teaching), and disciple makers, and
develop South Forrest to become the
cornerstone of stability and godliness in
the community.  We have stayed the
course over this past year with God's
blessings.  Please continue to pray for
us.”

- In His Service, Sidney Farmer

Phillip BurnsPhillip BurnsPhillip BurnsPhillip BurnsPhillip Burns
“This past year we have located a

temporary meeting place in an office
suite at Bobcat
Plaza. This facility
is located off Hwy 42
behind the baseball
fields, which seems
to be a good location.
It is highly visible
especially during
summer baseball
and when school is
taking place.  Bro.
Geraldson and I organized a canvassing
campaign on Saturday, February 8,
from 10 until 12. There were many who
came and helped us with going out into

continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3
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the community and handing out infor-
mation about the church. Fifty contacts
were made during this event, and there
were 100 flyers handed out.

The start of our first Bible study was
held on Tuesday, February 11.  We
started our first Sunday service on Eas-
ter Sunday, April 20th. During the
process I have put out signs, handed out
flyers, ate meals at the local restau-
rants, shopped at the local stores, and
have been door to door letting people
know about Day Star Baptist Church
being a new mission / church in the
community. I have had a good many of
these who have said they would come
and visit but most have not made it yet.

We started out with just our family of
four and now we have grown to a core
group of eleven. So far we have had a
high attendance of twenty one. I have
been amazed for the most part of how
people have been receptive to me knock-
ing on the door, informing them about
the church, and at times sharing the
Gospel with them. There are many
stories of kindness and there are still
some good godly people out in this world.
Matthew is one young man who I spoke
to in the community who said he was
lost. I have visited him three times, and
he has been receptive each time. Please
pray for this young man to acknowledge
God’s love for him and invite Jesus into
his life.

On Saturday, July 19, Day Star had
its first annual Vacation Bible School.
This would not have been possible with-
out the help of many volunteering their
time. My wife was the main one to head
it up and organize it. First Baptist Bay
Springs, Big Creek Baptist, and others
came to help. They led out in Bible
Study, Crafts, Music, and Recreation.
There were approximately 42 who at-
tended this event and without these
churches helping financially and physi-
cally we could not have carried this out.
For the closing ceremony, there was one
family who came to see their daughter
and son in the closing program. The
parents have not been in church for five
years. Pray that they will see the need
to be back in church with their family
on Sundays.

We have had a fellowship at our home
with the group that has been coming.
We are also in the plans of having a
Sunday meal following our morning
worship. This is something FBC Bay
Springs, our mother church, is working
toward helping us with. Also we have a
gentleman who is helping some with
our music, and he is a part of a local trio.
Plans are in the making to have them
come one Sunday and take care of the
music portion of our Sunday service.

Please continue to pray for my family
and me as we continue to follow the Lord
Jesus Christ and His leadership for our
lives through this journey of faith. May
God continue to bless you as you con-
tinue to faithfully follow and serve Him!!
Please pray for our family as we con-

tinue this new journey of faith!  Day
Star Baptist Mission in Sumrall wishes
all the BMA of Mississippi Churches a
merry CHRISTmas!”

- In His Service, Phillip Burns

Kenneth PollockKenneth PollockKenneth PollockKenneth PollockKenneth Pollock
“My goal this past year was to sup-

port the missionaries in North Missis-
sippi by making myself available to
assist in the development of ministries

and programs at
their mission sites;
and to be available
to the BMA Director
of Missions for any
support missionary
assignment he
deems appropriate
and necessary. In
close association
with Bro. Bobby

Elliott, Mission Pastor at Freedom Bap-
tist Mission in Burnsville, I began a
strong, doctrinally sound, Christian
education program designed to develop
the membership of Freedom Baptist
Mission, leading to increased church
membership and active participation in
church programs and work.  I was able
to help the adult members acquire a
true sense of what Regular Missionary
Baptist believe and practice through
teaching:  (1) the BMA of Mississippi
Doctrinal Statements, (2) the Church
Covenant, (3) the Missionary Baptist
position on the Depravity of man, Elec-
tion, Atonement, Grace, and Security of
the Believer in light of the rising popu-

larity of Reformed Theology, (4) the
Strategic Battlegrounds of Mind, Heart,
and Mouth in Christian warfare against
Satan, and (5) a few other topics.  I was
able to provide some relief from the
stress of mission work to Bro. Bobby
Elliott during his building project.

My objectives, going forward, are to
be available in North Mississippi to (1)
Teach; (2) Preach; (3) Establish educa-
tional programs; (4) Assist BMA Mis-
sionaries and Mission Churches in pro-
cess toward organization as BMA
Churches.  We are so blessed by the
love, encouragement, and support from
the churches of the BMA of Mississippi.
Carole and I wish all of you a joy-filled
and blessed Christmas.”

- Respectfully submitted, Dr. Ken-
neth Pollock

Estuardo MarroquinEstuardo MarroquinEstuardo MarroquinEstuardo MarroquinEstuardo Marroquin
This is our commitment at El Camino

Hispanic Baptist Church. This is the
reason for the His-
panic Ministry in
our BMA of Missis-
sippi. God continues
to open doors for the
sharing of the Gos-
pel of our Lord Jesus
Christ in South Mis-
sissippi. My heart is
so thankful to my
Savior for this honor
to serve Him and
train people for missions work.

Missions
from page 2
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What Do I Want For Christmas?
they were come into the house, they saw
the young child with Mary his mother,
and fell down, and worshipped him: and
when they had opened their treasures,
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh.  And being
warned of God in a dream that they
should not return to Herod, they de-
parted into their own country another
way.

Christmas lists abound in every fam-
ily.  Today we look at Black Friday ads,
Cyber Monday specials, and an endless
array of electronic bombardments to get
us to put some particular object on our

list that right now is 25% to 125% off
regular price.  It’s only X shopping days
until Christmas! What do I want for
Christmas?

What do I want for Christmas? I
want someone to love me. Most of us are
afraid to show self to others because we
might not be pretty.  Puberty tells us we

might not be perfect as the models are.
Older age tells us we have lost a step and
gotten somewhat saggy. The blazing
verse tells us “For God so loved the
world…”  “Jesus loves me, this I know
for the Bible tells me so.” The incarna-
tion shows God’s love through the love of
the cross.

What do I want for Christmas? I
want someone I can love. Who is my
neighbor?  The story of the Good Sa-
maritan tells us. It is the one who is in
need that I can help that need.  My
family is my closest neighbor - even
crazy Aunt Mable and Goofy Uncle Fred
deserves my love. There are many people
next door who live lives of quiet despera-
tion - these are people I can love even
though they might be of a different
culture or ethnic origin. There are risks
in loving others.  Jesus left church in
hands of us mortals like Simon Peter
and the rest of His followers.

What do I want for Christmas? I
want to know a follow my Lord better.
Knowing and following is a head and
hand as well as a feeling and foot expe-
rience.  We need systematic effort to do
this - not “hope” to in future.  A rifle hits
exactly what it is aimed at.  So it is with
our life.  Following Jesus can get one on
a different path.  Early Christians were
on a different path than those around
them.  Lord let me get on that kind of
path!

What do I want for Christmas? I
want to give my life to count for God and
good. A crazy person is “beside” himself.

Matthew 2:1-12
Now when Jesus was born in

Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod the king, behold, there came wise
men from the east to Jerusalem, Say-
ing, where is he that is born King of the
Jews? for we have seen his star in the
east, and are come to worship him.
When Herod the king had heard these
things, he was troubled, and all Jerusa-
lem with him. And when he had gath-
ered all the chief priests and scribes of
the people together, he demanded of
them where Christ should be born.  And
they said unto him, In Bethlehem of
Judaea: for thus it is written by the
prophet,  And thou Bethlehem, in the
land of Juda, art not the least among the
princes of Juda: for out of thee shall
come a Governor, that shall rule my
people Israel.  Then Herod, when he had
privily called the wise men, enquired of
them diligently what time the star ap-
peared.  And he sent them to Bethlehem,
and said, Go and search diligently for
the young child; and when ye have
found him, bring me word again, that I
may come and worship him also.  When
they had heard the king, they departed;
and, lo, the star, which they saw in the
east, went before them, till it came and
stood over where the young child was.
When they saw the star, they rejoiced
with exceeding great joy.  And when

A selfish person is “inside” himself.  We
have a society of people of “me, me, me”
and then the chorus of “me, my, and
mine”. Not one person starts life not
wanting to achieve a good life.  No one
set out purposely to plan life to end in
chaos, it just happens. God asks me to
give my life to Christ.  No stars will
rearrange in heaven to tell me this.  It
is the still small voice like that spoke to
Elijah with persistence to come to Him
to give my life.  Today, this Christmas
season, is a good time to start.

What do I want for Christmas?  I
want only the gifts God can provide.
One of those gifts is silence: We must
ponder deep in our souls.  We must be
liberated from the addiction to noise.
We must surround ourselves with the
redeeming presence of God.  Another of
those gifts is waiting. We wait and hope
in the Word of God.  We wait and
discover God’s enduring strength.  We
wait and discern God’s clear direction.
We wait and find harmony with being
in step with God. Another of God’s gifts
is kneeling.  Here we find the sacred
posture and that is one of the bent knee
and the bowed heart.  On our knees we
see the world differently.  On our knees
we find Christ in unexpected places and
faces.  On our knees we lean forward
and onward with hopeful expectancy
into the bosom of God as we make our
way for the joyful coming of the One who
comes in the name of the Lord.

What is on your wish list for Christ-
mas?

Leave It
To Cleaver

by Tony Cleaver



4 December  2014 •  Mississippi Baptist

Don J. Brown, Editor
E-Mail - editor@msbaptist.org
Web site  www.msbaptist.org

USPS 353-960
P.O. Box 8181

Laurel, Mississippi 39441-8000

Phone  601-426-3293

PRICE
$20.00 Per Year by Mail

$15.00 Per Year by Email
CHURCH PLAN

$ 1.30 Per Month per Family

Published on the 1st and 15th
of each month by the Baptist Mis-
sionary Association of Mississippi.
Periodical postage paid at
Hattiesburg, Mississippi 39402.

Postmaster: Send address
changes to the Mississippi Baptist
Paper, P.O. Box 8181, Laurel, MS
39441-8000.

Opinion Page
Journal of the Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi

Don Brown - EditorDon Brown

www.msbaptist.org

Baptist Missionary Associa-
tion of Mississippi

www.bmaofmississippi.com

DEPARTMENTS & COMMISSIONS

Mississippi Baptist Paper
P.O. Box 8181, Laurel, MS 39441

601-426-3293

Southeastern Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
601-426-6346

State Youth Department
4226 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
662-397-6832

Baptist Children's Home
118 Lowe Rd., Laurel, MS 39443

601-426-3928

Missions & Revolving Loan Fund
4226 Highway 15 North

 Laurel, MS 39440
601-428-8616

Commission on Senior Adults
4226 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440

History & Archives Commission
4229 Highway 15 North

Laurel, MS 39440
601-729-8098

Moral Action
P.O. Box 88, Mantachie, MS 38855

Reminder: It's okay to celebrate Christmas at school

Church Directories a Valuable Tool

Lifetouch Directory Offer
During our annual meeting in October, we had the Lifetouch Church

Directory Company with us. They took photos of each of our pastors and staff
workers in order to produce a 2014 BMA of Mississippi Directory.

The free photos have now been delivered to those who had them taken. The
directories are in production and will be available in the near future.

Lifetouch produces directories for local churches at no charge to the church.
They offer a variety of family photo packages to support their business. I would
like to encourage our churches to schedule a free church directory! The directory
is a tool that is valuable to both the long time church member and to the new
families that come to your fellowship. As a former pastor I valued the use of the
church’s directory to match families, faces, and names.

Give them a call today and schedule your new church directory. There are
special incentives for those who schedule during the month of December. The
individual representative we have been dealing with is Ron Tullos. His phone
number is 601-502-6936. Call him today, identify your church as part of the BMA
of Mississippi and he will be glad to assist.

Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

"Our stewardship campaign is almost over,
but we are meeting pockets of resistance..."

Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note:Editor’s Note: While I find it appall-
ing that our nation has come to the
point that this type of information has
to be shared with the public, I am
pleased to share it. Let us not let myth,
the government, or those who are not
believers, try to deny us of the right to
our religious freedom. God bless you all
and have a very holy, merry Christmas.

(OneNewsNow.com)(OneNewsNow.com)(OneNewsNow.com)(OneNewsNow.com)(OneNewsNow.com) - A nonprofit
legal organization has sent a memo to
13,000 public school districts advising
them that students and staff have the
right to celebrate the Christmas sea-
son.

Alliance Defending Freedom attor-
ney Matt Sharp says every year his firm
sees the same old myths about how it

isn't permissible for students and staff
to present Christian music in programs
or cooperate with ministries that are
providing food and gifts to the needy.

“We wanted to send out this memo-
randum to all of the school districts
across the country, letting them know
that the Constitution doesn’t forbid cel-
ebration of Christmas, or recognition of
traditional Christmas carols, or collect-
ing Christmas gifts for the needy with
religious organizations,” he says.

This is the second year ADF has sent
out the memo. He says the response last
year was so gratifying they decided to
send it again for this Christmas season.

“We had a great response last year,”
he tells OneNewsNow. “Dozens and
dozens and dozens of school districts
took our information, using it to keep in
effect programs they had already sched-
uled, using it to bolster their defense
against complaints saying they had to
ban these Christmas celebrations.”

The guidelines for religious expres-
sion in Christmas celebrations are listed
here:

From the Alliance Defense FundFrom the Alliance Defense FundFrom the Alliance Defense FundFrom the Alliance Defense FundFrom the Alliance Defense Fund
Christmas and Public SchoolsChristmas and Public SchoolsChristmas and Public SchoolsChristmas and Public SchoolsChristmas and Public Schools

Myth/Fact SheetMyth/Fact SheetMyth/Fact SheetMyth/Fact SheetMyth/Fact Sheet
Myth #1: Students are not allowed to
sing religious Christmas carols in pub-
lic schools.
Fact: During school activities, such as
choir, Christmas programs, and other
events in public schools, students can
sing religious carols along with secular
ones without offending the U.S. Consti-
tution if the school has a secular pur-
pose for including the religious songs;
for example, advancing students’ knowl-
edge of society’s cultural and religious
heritage and the opportunity for stu-
dents to perform a full range of music,
poetry, and drama.
Myth #2: It is unconstitutional for school
officials to refer to a school break as a
“Christmas Holiday.”
Fact: The Supreme Court has acknowl-
edged the government’s long-standing
recognition of holidays with religious
significance, such as Christmas. Con-
gress has even proclaimed Christmas to
be a legal public holiday.
Myth #3: It is unconstitutional for pub-
lic schools to close on religious holidays,
such as Christmas and Good Friday.
Fact: The Establishment Clause doesn’t
prohibit state officials from choosing a
religious day as the day for a legal

continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5
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holiday.
Myth #4: Public schools have to recog-
nize all religious holidays if they recog-
nize Christmas. Fact: A school does not
have a legal duty to recognize every
religious holiday simply because an ex-
isting school holiday coincides with a
particular religious celebration.
Myth #5: It is constitutional for public
schools to ban teachers and students
from saying “Merry Christmas.”
Fact: The Supreme Court has stated
that teachers and students do not “shed

their constitutional rights to freedom of
speech or expression at the schoolhouse
gate.” Guidelines issued by U.S. Secre-
tary of Education Richard Riley (who
served under President Clinton) state
“students therefore have the same right
to engage in…religious discussion dur-
ing the school day as they do to engage
in other comparable activity.” Teachers
have the right to greet students with
the words “Merry Christmas,” in spite
of their role as agents of the state.
Saying a simple greeting that people
commonly use in December does not
violate the Establishment Clause.
Myth #6: Public schools cannot have
students study the religious origins of
Christmas and read the biblical ac-
counts of the birth of Christ.

from page 4from page 4from page 4from page 4from page 4

Myth/Fact Sheet

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere
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$10,000 Gift Challenge$10,000 Gift Challenge$10,000 Gift Challenge$10,000 Gift Challenge$10,000 Gift Challenge
In the last article in the Mississippi

Baptist, the report shared about an
anonymous individual who had com-
mitted to giving $10,000 to Southeast-
ern. He has made his contribution and
challenged nine others to do likewise.
That would make a total of $100,000.
This individual wanted his giving to be
anonymous, but yours does not have to
be. Since this will be the last report
before the end of the year, it seems
appropriate to remind you that all such
gifts are tax exempt. Your gift may be in
honor of someone you appreciate or in
memory of someone who is now with the
Lord.

Campus Improvements ContinueCampus Improvements ContinueCampus Improvements ContinueCampus Improvements ContinueCampus Improvements Continue
Although many repairs and improve-

ments may not be recognized to the
casual observer, the list of work accom-
plished in the past year is substantial.
A partial list is given below.
1) The mainline feed of water under the
parking lot to the college was replaced.
2) The septic tank behind one dorm was
repaired and new field lines were in-
stalled.
3) Five dorm rooms were refurbished
with two beds in each room.
4) The flooring in apartment 4 was re-
placed with new tile.
5) Repairs to leaks on the gym roof were
made.
6) The roof over the stage area of the
gym was replaced.
7) Three metal stairways have been
installed on the dorms.
8) The stairway to the back apartment
was repaired and the upper deck was
reattached with floor joists supported,
and a new lattice railing installed.
9) The carpet around the basketball
court was replaced with tile by the

Home Schoolers.
10) The Faculty Home was renovated
with the hole in the kitchen floor and
leaks under the kitchen sink repaired.
11) The renovation of the President's
Home continues by the Rankins. Panel-
ing has been replaced in one room. All
the doors have been replaced. The bath-
rooms have be renovated. The dish-
washer which was donated by the Mis-
sions Office has been installed. Several
other repairs have been completed.
12) New shingles have been installed on
one dorm and on three fourths of the
other one. The substantial replacement
of decking which was rotten was re-
quired on both dorms.
13) The roof to the dorm entrance was
replaced including the trusses.
14) A section of a building was steam
cleaned.

Several people have been sacrificial
in these efforts for the school. Dennis
Rankin serves as a coordinator for the
work. Dr. Aaron Parker has overseen
many of the repairs and has often been
on the scene during his day off. Roger
Jefcoat has lead out in the building and
installing of the stairways.  Recently
Charles Bobo has given two weeks of his
expertise. Justin Rhodes and his dad
have worked with the sheetrock. Sev-
eral others have been mentioned in the
past who continue to work.

More Work To DoMore Work To DoMore Work To DoMore Work To DoMore Work To Do
Of necessity, this list of work accom-

plished is partial. I hope that it shows
how serious we are about having a
campus that reflects quality in all we
do. Several other projects are on-going
or planned. Pray, give, and volunteer
your talents.

Fact: The Supreme Court has stated
that “the Bible may constitutionally be
used in an appropriate study of history,
civilization, ethics, comparative reli-
gion, or the like.” The term “study” has
been defined to include more than mere
classroom instruction; public concerts
and performances may be a legitimate
part of secular study.
Myth #7: Public schools cannot display
religious symbols.
Fact: The display of a nativity scene is
constitutional if it is displayed for legiti-
mate secular purposes, such as to cel-
ebrate the holiday and to depict the
origins of the holiday. A public school is
free to display a nativity scene among
other forms of religious and secular
seasonal expression.

Pine Ridge to Host New Year Sing
Spoken 4 Quartet, from Branson, Mis-

souri, and Bro's 4 Quartet will be singing
on December 31 starting at 6:00 pm at
Pine Ridge Baptist Church, 220 Service
Road in Laurel. For more information call
601-319-8466.

Saucier Church
Welcomes New Pastor

Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Saucier,
would like to welcome our new pastor
and his wife, Bro. Jerry and Mrs. Joy
Anderson.  They are such a blessing to
our church and we are very excited to
have them! His first Sunday as our new
pastor was on September 14th.  Please
pray for Bro. Jerry, Mrs. Joy, and our
church as we continue to serve the Lord
together.

We would also like to say “Thank You”
to Bro. Sidney and Mrs. Pat Davis and the
children at the Children’s Home for com-
ing to visit us on Sunday night, November
16th.  The children blessed our hearts
with their musical talents and Bro. Sidney
preached  a great message for us.  After-
wards, we had a “Christmas Party” for the
children with lots of food, presents, fun,
and fellowship.  Our adults, teenagers,
and children all participated in this event
and were so grateful to have the Davis
family and children with us that night!

CHURCH NEWS

ness and concern about the change it
will bring,” he wrote. “But ‘things
change, people change, times change
and Mississippi changes, too.’ The man
who said these words, Ross R. Barnett,
Jr., knew firsthand their truth.”

Barnett Jr. is an attorney and son of
segregationist Mississippi Gov. Ross
Barnett, who was in office from 1960 to
1964.

Tim Wildmon, the president of Mis-
sissippi-based American Family Asso-
ciation, called Reeves’ ruling “another
tragic example of an out-of-control fed-
eral judge violating the Constitution.”

Gay marriage bans in other states
are occurring at the federal court level,
overturning state-level decisions by voter
referendums and state legislatures.

Wildmon noted that 86% of Missis-
sippi voters voted in favor of banning
gay marriage and said repeated court
decisions are “robbing the American
people of the right to government
themselves.”

The ruling was similar in Arkansas.
The state’s marriage laws and the

amendment violate the U.S. Constitu-
tion by “precluding same-sex cuples
from exercising their fundamental right
to marry in Arkansas,
by not recognizing valid same-sex mar-
riages from other states, and by dis-
criminating on the basis of gender,”
Barker wrote.

Baker put the ruling on hold, antici-
pating an appeal to the 8th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals, based in St. Louis.

A spokesman for Democratic Attor-
ney General Dustin McDaniel said
McDaniel was reviewing the ruling and
would decide “after the Thanksgiving
holiday” whether to appeal in consulta-
tion with Republican Attorney General-
elect Leslie Rutledge in Arkansas.

Mississippi officials had already said
they planned to appeal any ruling that
overturned the law.
(www.onenewsnow.com)

Marriage Bans
Overturned
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Former BMA
Missionary Dies

Naaman Paul Robinson of Houston,
Texas, died Nov. 23 at the age of 80.
“Bro. Paul was an icon in BMAA mis-

sions and a great
man in Kingdom
work,” said BMA
Missions Execu-
tive
Director John
David Smith.
“We rejoice in the

legacy of faithful-
ness and fruitful-
ness he leaves, and
we offer our
prayers and con-

dolences to his family.”
Survivors include three sons,

Naaman, Stephen and Richard
Robinson; a daughter, Sandra; 13 grand-
children and 7 great grandchildren.

Funeral services were held Novem-
ber 29 at Center of Life Church in
Houston,
and a private interment followed the
service.

-Baptist Trumpet

Paul Robinson
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many prophecies about the Sec-
ond Coming, and we believe those
will all be fulfilled in detail and
in accuracy as well,” says
Jeremiah, whose megachurch
is based near San Diego, Califor-
nia. “So prophecy is not just,
‘Oh, I think this might happen
in the future.’ No — the Bible
says a true prophet has to get it
100-percent right.”

Jeremiah puts the rest the
assertions of many self-pro-
claimed End Times prophets
over the years who have pre-
dicted the day and time of Christ’s
return, only to see the day pass.

“If he misses on one prophecy,
he's not a true prophet,”
Jeremiah states plainly. “So in
the Old Testament the prophets
told the future, and the Bible
and history tells us that they
were absolutely accurate.”

Pre- or post-trib?Pre- or post-trib?Pre- or post-trib?Pre- or post-trib?Pre- or post-trib?
With all of the pre-tribulation

and post-tribulation debates go-
ing on in churches across the
world, Jeremiah addresses the
issue head-on.

“I believe that the Lord Jesus
Christ is going to come back and
that He could come back at any
moment, after which will be a
seven-year period of tribulation
on this earth, which will con-
clude with the return of Christ

again with the people from
heaven and his angels,”
Jeremiah proclaimed. “Then the
Millennium, which is the 1,000-
year reign of Christ, will take
place.”

He then tried to clear up a lot
of the confusion believers often
find themselves in regarding
premillennialists and
amillennialists.

“When I say I'm
premillennial, I just mean that
I believe Jesus Christ is going to
come back first, and the
Millennial will happen later,”
Jeremiah explains. “If I say I'm
pre-tribulational, that means I
just say I believe that Christ is
going to come back in the Rap-
ture and that there will be tribu-
lation following that. So in that
respect … I'm premillennial.”

And when asked forthrightly
whether he believes we are liv-
ing in the End Times, Jeremiah
was quite candid about his bib-
lical take.

“What we do know is, we're
much closer to that time than
we've ever been,” Jeremiah as-
serted. “I personally believe that
the End Times, in the sense of
Bible prophecy, probably started
for us in 1948 when Israel be-
came a nation, because many of
the prophecies in the New Tes-
tament especially, could not be

fulfilled until Israel was at home
in her nation.”

He contends that Israel’s re-
turn to its homeland — given to
it by God — is just the beginning
of a foretold chain of events un-
folded in the Bible.

“Now that she (Israel) is there,
you begin to see some of these
other things starting to hap-
pen,” Jeremiah informed. “The
coalition governments of Europe
(the European Union), many of
the things the Bible talks about
and Israel in her land, so I think
I would say yes, we are in the
End Times, as you look at the
whole scope of world history.”

Any moment nowAny moment nowAny moment nowAny moment nowAny moment now
Jeremiah insists that any way

a believer looks at it, he or she is
getting nearer to the time that
he or she will see Jesus face-to-
face.

“There's a passage in the New
Testament that I always like to
tell people,” Jeremiah added. “It's
this: ‘You are nearer to this
than when you (first) believed’
(Romans 13:11). In other words,
we don't know when it's going to
happen, but we know it's a whole
lot closer than it was when we
first came to know Christ.”

When asked how Christians
should live their lives as foretold
biblical events continue to pass
— while taking into consider-
ation that every generation be-
lieves Christ will return in their

...the End Times are here time — Jeremiah had this to
say:

“That's where most people are:
‘I'm okay to know about this,
but I don't have to think about
it, and I don't want it to affect
how I look at life,’” Jeremiah
answered. “The reason for that,
if they have that kind of atti-
tude, is because they really don't
understand … the Bible doesn't
say, ‘when you see that the Lord
is going to come back, put your
head down and your shoulders
bent over and walk around in
defeat.’ No, the Bible says, ‘If
these things are happening, lift
up your head, because your re-
demption is drawing nigh.’"

Game, setGame, setGame, setGame, setGame, set
and match — Jesusand match — Jesusand match — Jesusand match — Jesusand match — Jesus

To put it in a nutshell,
Jeremiah sums it all up by tell-
ing believers that they already
know the score before the final
match begins.

“One of the things that people
have told me as they've read this
book that I just released is, you
know, people want to know when
they look at all these world
events is where is all this go-
ing,” Jeremiah recounted. “And
the wonderful thing about the
Book of Revelation — it tells you
where it's going and it tells you
how it ends up and it tells you
that we win, that Jesus Christ
is victorious.”

In so many words, he por-

from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1
trays the Book of Revelation as a
blessed assurance given to be-
lievers, giving them a peek into
the future victory that they will
share with Christ.

“When you know that in your
heart, it settles you down and
you can live your life everyday
with the confidence that, you
know, ‘I don't understand what's
going on right now, but, man,
I'm on the right team and God's
in control and He sees all of this
and He's going to bring me
through with my hands up
high,’" Jeremiah concludes. “So
I don't think prophecy should
ever be a discouragement to
people … I think it should be
motivational and exciting.”

But Jeremiah wants to make
sure that believers don’t get over-
come with grief as conditions in
this world continue to get worse.

“I encounter Christians ev-
ery day who are anxious about
the future, not only because of
this increase in anti-Christian
sentiment, but also because of
the decline of economic and so-
cial stability,” Jeremiah dis-
closes in his book. “In times like
these, people tend to look even
more closely at the Book of Rev-
elation, because perhaps, above
all others, it encourages Chris-
tians to keep hope alive. It recog-
nizes the hard facts of world-
wide disintegration and perse-
cution, yet it assures God’s
people of certain victory.”

DiscipleGuide
Scott Attebery, Executive Director
Email: scott@discipleguide.org

Facebook: Facebook.com/scott.attebery
Twitter: @scottattebery

Scott Attebery

A Great Year at DisicpleGuide
God has been so good to

DiscipleGuide throughout the
past year. Most notably, we have
been able to begin working on
several new “church invest-
ment” initiatives.

One of those endeavors is
called Activate, a coach-driven
process for helping churches
overcome stagnancy and decline.
Activate involves sending a
trained coach onsite to spend
time with the pastor, church
leaders, and congregation over
the length of eighteen to thirty-
six months. During that time,
the coach will help the church
become healthy, on mission, and
multiplying. The process is com-
pletely customizable to each
church. It is not a “cookie-cut-

ter” program. Each church re-
ceives personalized care and
coaching. We are praying that
God will use Activate as a means
of revitalizing churches and
sparking revival in our nation.

Other “church investment”
initiatives being developed for
the near future include a pastor’s
helpline and an intentional in-
terim program. The church in-
vestment initiatives are built
upon the belief that every church
has been given a Great Commis-
sion responsibility. By invest-
ing in churches, DiscipleGuide
hopes to help each church pur-
sue the Great Commission with
greater fervor and vision so that
more disciples are made among
the nations.

Part of our church invest-
ment goals include increasing
the effectiveness of the resources
we provide for our churches. We
continue to work diligently to
improve our cur-
riculum offerings.
During 2014 we
have spent time
meeting with
teachers to gather
ideas for improv-
ing Sunday school
materials.

In addition, our
conferences are
constantly being
“fine tuned” to re-
inforce the prin-
ciples and truths
taught through
our curriculum.
Also, our Tuesday
Talks simulcast
trainings are pro-
viding resources for pastors and
church leaders based upon the
relevant needs of local congrega-
tions.

At the same time, our camp
ministry at Daniel Springs in
Gary, Texas, is undergoing some
exciting transformations under

the leadership of new Camp Di-
rector Jason Prewitt. We be-
lieve churches will be pleased
with the updates we are making
to facilities and programming
for the coming years.

Also during
2014, we moved
our offices to the
BMA Global
Ministry Center
in Conway, Ar-
kansas, where
we enjoy work-
ing together
with our BMA
Missions depart-
ment and
Lifeword Media
Ministries. Our
DiscipleGuide
staff has worked
hard to create a
smooth reloca-
tion process.

Throughout the transitions
of 2014, God has provided for
DiscipleGuide. We are thankful
to have a balanced budget going
into 2015! God is so good.

Please continue to pray for
DiscipleGuide as we work hard
to help churches make disciples.

“church investment

initiatives are built

upon the belief

that every church

has been given a

Great Commission

responsibility”

When Herod the king
had heard these things,
he was troubled, and all

Jerusalem with him.
 And when he had gath-
ered all the chief priests
and scribes of the people

together, he demanded
of them where Christ

should be born.
And they said unto him,
In Bethlehem of Judaea:

for thus it is written by
the prophet,

And thou Bethlehem, in
the land of Juda, art not

the least among the
princes of Juda: for out of
thee shall come a Gover-

nor, that shall rule my
people Israel.

-Matthew 2:3-6
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The Exciting Time of ChristmasThe Exciting Time of ChristmasThe Exciting Time of ChristmasThe Exciting Time of ChristmasThe Exciting Time of Christmas
It is once again that time of the year that brings

excitement to those of us who know the Lord
Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.  After all it
is His birthday we celebrate and it brings glad-
ness to our hearts to reflect on the birth of our
redeemer.

It is especially touching to see the joy that
Christmas brings to the hearts of children this
time of the year.  As we gather around and sing
the familiar Christmas songs and the message
they bring a radiance of gladness fills our heart as
we ponder on the true meaning of Christmas that
is expressed through these songs and carols that
tell the Christmas message.

Thank you so much for your love and concern
for the ministry of the Home.  We would like to
extend to you our love and wish you a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Recent Church VisitsRecent Church VisitsRecent Church VisitsRecent Church VisitsRecent Church Visits
Recently we were with the Midway Baptist

Church near Leakesville and Pastor Justin

Cameron for their morning services.  At the
conclusion of the services Bro. Cameron pre-
sented the Home a check that their  VBS had
received for the Home.  Also, we were recently
with the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Saucier
and Pastor Jerry Anderson for the Sunday evening
services.  After the service the boys and girls were
presented Christmas gifts.  The Home was pre-
sented a special offering from the church and the
VBS offering that was received.

We enjoyed being with each of these churches
and worshiping with them.  Also, the time of
fellowship while enjoying a meal with each church
was enjoyed by all.

Remember in Prayer and Focus VerseRemember in Prayer and Focus VerseRemember in Prayer and Focus VerseRemember in Prayer and Focus VerseRemember in Prayer and Focus Verse
Continue to remember the children and the

ministry of the Home in your prayers. “And she
shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his
name JESUS: for he shall save his people from
their sins.” Matthew 1:21.

Our visit with Midway Baptist Church near
Leakesville and Pastor Justin Cameron

Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

At Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Saucier the boys
and girls were presented Christmas gifts

Thanksgiving
Our pastor's Thanksgiving sermon was a bit un-
usual - he preached about complainers.  Most of us
are guilty of complaining at some point in our lives.
Some older folks complain because things aren't like
they used to be.

Kids complain because they have to go to school, obey rules, etc.,
etc.

Parents complain that children don't behave as they are re-
quested.

But thinking about complaining, it goes way back in history.
You remember that Moses had to contend with the complaining
Isarelites.  And that reminds me of a sermon I heard on the radio
years ago.  The preacher said, "The children of Israel were stricken
with the disease called grumbling and murmuring.  They said
Moses had brought them out there to starve.  They didn't have no
cornbread, no turnip greens, no onions......."

Another thing, in any given crowd of people there will be
complainers and sadly, the complainers usually rule.  Think of the
12 spies who were sent to spy out the promised land.  Two of the
spies saw only positive things, BUT there were the complainers
who said it couldn't be done - so the children of Israel were doomed
to 40 years of wandering aimlessly before they were allowed to
actually go in and conquer the land.

Our pastor said that complaining denies that God is in charge
AND it ruins our testimony.

That's worth thinking about!

NortheastNortheastNortheastNortheastNortheast
WMA reportWMA reportWMA reportWMA reportWMA report

The Northeast District WMA
met on November 11 at East
Fulton Baptist Church. We be-
gan with a delicious meal  pro-
vided by the East Fulton WMA
Ladies. We had 35 present.

Our quarterly project will be
Bridge The Gap for Lynn

Church Brotherhood Holds FundraiserChurch Brotherhood Holds FundraiserChurch Brotherhood Holds FundraiserChurch Brotherhood Holds FundraiserChurch Brotherhood Holds Fundraiser
The Brotherhood of First, Bay Springs "19th Annual Deer Camp

Supper" was held on Tuesday, November 25.  Over 300 people were
served venison, rice, gravy, biscuits & all the trimmings. It is
always a time for families in the community to enjoy good food &
fellowship and included many who were visiting family from out of
town.

Perkenston.
The Program "Don't Fall From

Your Fears" was presented by
the Ladies of East Fulton.
I. Things of our own making, II.
Thinks that are bigger than we
are, III. Things that we don't
understand, IV Things that give
us immediate danger. Psalms
56:3 " What time I am afraid, I

will trust in thee.", Proverbs
3:25 "Be not afraid of sudden
fear, neither of the desolation of
the wicked, when it cometh."
Songs " Love Lifted Me", "Your
Are My Hiding Place."

The closing prayer was given
by Stacy Smith.

Martha Duncan, Reporter

A Note FromA Note FromA Note FromA Note FromA Note From
GMA  SecretaryGMA  SecretaryGMA  SecretaryGMA  SecretaryGMA  Secretary

 Hey girls! My name is
Lakelan Flynt, and I am your
Corresponding Secretary this
year. I just wanted to remind
you that GMA/Galilean is soon
approaching. If you have not
already, it is time to start rais-
ing money for the GMA project:
40% Daystar Missions, 40%
Coleen Franks, and 20% Gen-
eral Fund. We’d like to be able to
give both of these missions all
the money we can. We look for-
ward to seeing all you in March.
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The Hispanic community in the
South of the State continues to grow and
the need for workers is great. For that
reason, years ago, El Camino Church
developed a Bible Institute with the
vision to enroll Hispanic Christian people
from our membership who are inter-
ested in doing missions work. As of
today we have 25 students, all of them
from El Camino Church in Laurel. We
teach them BMA doctrine, evangelistic
tools for winning souls, church planting
principles, discipleship guides, etc.

I believe that El Camino Church can
be a strong base to train several labor-
ers and send them to plant new BMA
Hispanic churches in the south of the
state or where the Lord opens doors.  El
Camino Hispanic Church continues
reaching people. Every Saturday we go
out for soul winning and visitation.
Currently we have 10 small groups
with the vision to reach more people for
our Lord. Since January we have shared
the gospel with 255 people; 75 accepted
Christ, and 15 have been baptized. El
Camino has an average of 90 people in
Sunday School and 130 in Worship
Services.  At the present, El Camino
Church is developing work at two mis-
sion points: Hattiesburg and Biloxi ar-
eas.

As a Hispanic coordinator for the
south of the state, my goals are:  Coach-
ing: Pray constantly for and with the
church planters, Experiential and theo-
logical training, Development of strate-
gies, Development of a vision and a
mission for the church planter;
Mentoring: Accomplishment of goals
thru truly spiritual dependence, Wise
use of time and resources, Weekly meet-
ings with church planters, spiritual
and personal support; Multiplication:
Analyze the ethnography of the main
cities in the south of the state, Imple-
mentation of our Development process
“EVANGELISM, DISCIPLESHIP AND
SMALL GROUPS”.

As a Hispanic coordinator for the
South of the State, it’s an honor and a

joy to be a part of this great work in our
association. Thanks for your prayers
for me and my family and your contin-
ued support.  In this special season, let
Joy and Hope fill your hearts and my
the Light of the Lord Jesus shine in
your life and give thanks.

Merry Christmas, Feliz Naidad.”
- Estuardo Marroquin, BMA of Mis-

sissippi Hispanic Coordinator (South)

Ed DuVallEd DuVallEd DuVallEd DuVallEd DuVall
“My passion to serve in the Delta area

of Mississippi is very strong because
this area is one of the most neglected
mission fields in the world.  My overall
goal is to start new African American
church plants, send out missionaries,

and be financially
independent.  My
vision is to prima-
rily reach the Afri-
can American com-
munity in the Delta
with a gospel that is
clearly understood
and that is practical
and relevant. My ob-
jective is to estab-
lish a sound Bible
believing, Bible

teaching conservative New Testament
church.

I also am committed to starting new
churches in the African American com-
munity and reaching out to some tradi-
tional churches and try to bring about
change. My goal is to support new mis-
sionaries financially and with whatever
resources I have available, train tradi-
tional pastors by teaching them, and
establish an association to help accom-
modate my goals.

Last year, we successfully organized
All Nations Mission into All Nations
Baptist Church.  We successfully orga-
nized Great Rivers Association and be-
gan holding meetings, and opened an
account with the RLF in which we now
place funds on deposit for future mis-
sion endeavors. We provided financial
support to one mission church:  Harvest
Baptist Mission in Olive Branch, Mis-
sionary Pastor James Cook.  We inves-
tigated two other opportunities, but feel

they are not ready to be assimilated into
our work at this time.

Please continue to pray for us as we
seek to accomplish God’s will. The broth-
ers and sisters at Homestretch want to
wish everyone in our BMA of Missis-
sippi Association a merry Christmas.”

In His Service, Bro. Ed DuVall

Elvis GarciaElvis GarciaElvis GarciaElvis GarciaElvis Garcia
God is using us and wants us to do

more in the matters
of: 1. Coaching; 2.
Training others; 3.
Fulfilling the Great
Commission; 4.
Mentoring; 5. Tak-
ing care of those who
serve the Lord; 6.
Multiplication; 7.
Extending the king-
dom of God in other
nearby cities.

This past year we held a graduation
for our Bible Institute in November. We
had 10 preachers from our Bible Insti-
tute graduate. We are starting another
small group in Oxford.  We began to
hold regular worship services for the
Oxford mission.  We opened two more
small groups at the church in Ripley.
My objectives are 1) Coaching by pray-
ing constantly for and with the church
planters; providing experiential and
theological training; development strat-
egies, and helping the church planters
to develop a vision and a mission for the
church project. 2) Mentoring by the
accomplishment of goals through truly
spiritual dependence; wise use of time
and resources; weekly meetings with
the church planter; spiritual and per-
sonal support; spiritual retreats of en-
couragement and fellowship every six
months. 3) Multiplication by analyzing
the ethnography of the main cities in
the north of the state and the implemen-
tation of our development process (evan-
gelism, discipleship, small groups), and
applying our coaching and mentoring
models.

My goals for next year are; 1) The
opening of the Mission work and small
groups in the area of Olive Branch;
2)The Development of Bible Institute

Missions
from page

extensions in Tupelo and Oxford; To
have 100 people faithfully attending the
church in Ripley. My long term goals 2
-3 years down the road are to; 1)Pray,
investigate and evaluate new areas for
mission work; 2) To organize the mis-
sion projects into self-supporting
churches. 3) To organize and formalize
the “Asociacion Bautista Misionera de
Mississippi Hispana.” (Hispanic BMA
of Mississippi) which will be the FIRST
state association of Hispanic churches
in the world of the BMA of America.
GOD has blessed us incredibly. I have a
great family that encourages me. Being
able to be part of this and watch it with
my eyes is such a blessing.  Thank you
for the opportunity to serve.

In His Service, Elvis Garcia

Wesley MartinWesley MartinWesley MartinWesley MartinWesley Martin
“I believe there is a great need for

churches on the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
The population of this area is steadily
growing, but the numbers of churches
that are reaching these people are de-
clining. I have a love for people and a
great burden for lost souls. Diamondhead
is one of the cities on the coast that is on

the rise. It was
started as a retire-
ment community,
but now it is a newly
formed city with
many young fami-
lies moving in. It is
my desire to start a
church and to build
relationships, min-
ister to people, and
ultimately win souls

for Christ. I have shared this burden
with my pastor, Bro. Bryan Atwood,
and together we have prayed and
planned to plant a church in this area.”

- Wesley Martin

Wesley is the newest of our mission-
aries and is available to come to your
church or association meeting to share
his vision for planting a church in
Diamondhead, Mississippi.  Please feel
free to give him a call and schedule him
to come to your church.  His number is
228-380-0690.

January 2015 Special Emphasis Drive
January of each year has been set aside as the Special Emphasis Drive month for the

Mississippi Baptist Paper. We will be sending information to each of the local churches
asking for your participation. Your special gifts, regular donations, and continued support

are needed to keep this ministry financially stable.
Pray for this work and give a special personal offering to this ministry in January.

Have a blessed New Year!


