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Southeastern Baptist College
President Search

The Board of Trustees of Southeastern Baptist College,
Laurel, Mississippi, is seeking candidates for the position of
President. All those interested in applying for the position should
send their resumes to the Board of Trustees Chairman, Richard
Welborn, 811 CR 31, Heidelberg, MS 39439 by January 30, 2013.

Carolyn Hagler, Recording Secretary
Southeastern College Board of Trustees

2013 Pastor's
Retreat Set

by the Editorby the Editorby the Editorby the Editorby the Editor
The Annual BMA of Missis-

sippi Pastor's Retreat will be
held January 28-29, 2013, at
Lake Tiak O'Khata, just out-
side Louisville, Mississippi.

The theme of the retreat is
from Psalm 51:10 "Create in
me a clean heart, O God; and
renew a right spirit within me".

Campers may either stay in
the bunk house or the motel
that is on site. The program
schedule and fees are listed on
page 5 of this issue.

This event is a great time for
pastors to fellowship and be
refreshed. Churches are en-
couraged to pay for their
pastor's expenses and encour-
age him to attend.

For more information con-
tact Retreat Chairman Justin
Rhodes at 601-218-3364.

Barnabus Touch Trips Planned
by Danny Bullockby Danny Bullockby Danny Bullockby Danny Bullockby Danny Bullock

870-904-5032870-904-5032870-904-5032870-904-5032870-904-5032
A couple of years ago the

BMAA Missions Office asked
EIM (Evangelistic Interna-
tional Ministries) to plan and
implement the Barnabus
Touch trips to take pastors and
others into various nations and
serve as encouragement to
missionary personnel. When I
left the full-time pastorate sev-
eral months ago, Mike
Goodwin, President of EIM,
asked me to assume this task
in a voluntary position.

After meeting with the Mis-
sions Office directors and con-
sidering the most pressing
needs right now, the destina-
tions and dates for those trips

have been set for 2013. Our
plans are to visit four different
nations where the BMAA and
EIM have personnel. We have
had to change some of the origi-
nal dates we set after corre-
sponding with the missionar-
ies about the best time to come
to their fields.

Presently we plan to go to
Nepal on March 15-24, 2012 to
teach an Old Testament Sur-
vey course to some pastors. On
April 25-May 6 we will go to
the Philippines to help teach a
Multiplication Training strat-
egy they wish to implement.
Anyone going on this trip will
need to attend a training ses-
sion at the Missions Office on
January 15-17, 2013. In Au-
gust 13-20 we will go to Accra,
Ghana to help teach and train
pastors. Then on October 25 -
November 2 and November 2-
10 we will work with pastors in
two locations in India. Those
wishing to go to this country
can choose which week and
location if they can only be
gone one week.

All of these dates are sub-
ject to some adjustment once
the teams are set, specific
teaching dates are chosen, and
airline schedules are found. All

participants are responsible for
their own costs. Those exact
costs are unknown until air-
line tickets are purchased and
lodging is arranged, but each
trip will probably be in the
range of $2,500 - $3,500. Maybe
churches will consider it an
investment in outreach to pay
the cost for their minister to go
with us. Please feel free to con-
tact me for more information.
This is a new endeavor for me
so please be patient if my ef-
forts result in a few "bumps"
the first year.

Family Time For The Holidays
by Travis Plumleeby Travis Plumleeby Travis Plumleeby Travis Plumleeby Travis Plumlee

EDITOR'S NOTE: Bro.
Plumlee has a regular article
in this issue, but as the Christ-
mas season is upon us we are
also running this article. As
society seems to secularize the
Christmas season more and
more, it would be profitable for
families to draw closer to each
other and to the Lord during
this time. Traditions change,
but the need for family close-
ness and spiritual growth
never changes. May you and
your family have a blessed and
enjoyable family Christmas
celebration.

Every year I write articles
about how important it is for
families to have holiday tradi-
tions for Christmas and New
Year’s.  I have noticed amongst
the young families it is more of
an issue finding the time to do
the traditions, than it is com-
ing up with things to do.  Let
me exhort you to find the time
to have family get-togethers.
Make the time.  If your chil-
dren don’t want to do some-
thing because they had rather

be with friends,
then you should
insist that they
make time to
spend with fam-
ily.

A group of
frantically busy
people all coexisting under one
common roof does not make a
family.  A family is a group of
people that love each other,
serve and sacrifice
for one another,
and spend time to-
gether.  You can’t
be close if you don’t
spend enough time
with each other.
Running to sport-
ing events, clubs
and other extra-
curricular activi-
ties is still not
spending family
time together.  Our
society is falling
apart.  Families are fractured
and hurting.  People are lonely.
Kids grow up and have no con-
nectivity with others at a deep
level.  We need to reverse this
trend.  If you love your family,
then insist that they spend
some time with family this
Christmas and New Years.

It is still okay for everyone
to gather with friends.  Friends

are wonderful blessings.  Some
of you may want to spend more
time with friends because your
family is so messed up and
dysfunctional.  That is okay
also.  You may need to set
boundaries and limit visitation
times if you are from a dys-
functional home.  However, the
best way to change your fam-
ily is to spend time with your
family.  You have to spend time

with those you
love.

It is up to you if
you want your
holiday family
time to be with just
your immediate
family or to invite
extended family
members as well.
I always think the
more the merrier.
But that is up to
you.  You can se-
lect a day or two,

but I would suggest that you
plan an entire weekend before
Christmas as “Family Week-
end”.  This does not replace
spending time together with
family on the actual holiday.
This is a special set-aside time
to prepare for the holiday.

This weekend you will deco-

If you love your
family, then

insist that they
spend some time
with family this
Christmas and

New Years.

Travis Plumlee

continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3
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From The
Mind of

Chuck Lee

The Art of the Lie
Telling a lie would at first

glance seem to need no instruc-
tion.  It is so easy that even a
child can do it and
often does.  A very
well known Bible
instructor (at least
in Greene County)
observed that par-
ents have been
teaching their chil-
dren to lie from day
one, or at least as
long as he can re-
member (which
may have been day
one).

Parent:  “Did you
write on the wall with the
crayon that is in your hand and
that…gag…looks like, from the
bluebonnet blue residue, has
been in your nose?”

Child, with crayon now in
mouth, mutters:  “Noooo.”

Parent:  “Gag…are you
sure?”

Child, now with crayon in
his ear:  “Yes.”

The child has now been skill-
fully taught the art of telling a
lie.  He has been talked into

telling a lie and then confirm-
ing the lie.  I’m not sure this is
what child rearing counselors

would consider a
timely confirma-
tion.

Speaking of rear-
ing, a term used by
the earlier genera-
tions, I seem to re-
call some
Roseblush red col-
oring appearing on
my hinder parts af-
ter coloring a beau-
tiful burnt orange
sunset on my bed-
room wall as a

child.  My parents seemed to
think that I needed to pursue a
different craft in life and are
possibly the reason I won’t be a
famous artist when I die.  Thus,
creative genius with such po-
tential met an early demise and
had to divert its talent in a
different direction.  If they
would have taught me to lie, as
many parents are doing today,
I could have continued in the
arts and been a lawyer on the
side.  It’s a win/win situation.

To effectively teach the art
of fibbing, one can’t just leave
their child holding their crayon
and getting away with it.
Noooo!  A parent must culti-
vate in their child the need to
carry this lie into a world of its
own.  Many children are just
naturally gifted and need no
help, but the average child must
be given a nudge in the proper
direction.

Parent:  “If you didn’t color
on the wall, who did?”  This
question gives the child an op-
portunity to think for himself.

Child:  “Frankie!”  The
youngster has now gone from
the realm of telling a lie to
making up imaginary friends
to blame it on. This will serve
the youth well when he grows
up and gets into politics.  (There
is no end to the benefits of
Chuck Lee’s Lessons on Ly-
ing.)  It is also called leading
the prosecution into a different
direction.

Parent:  “And who is
Frankie?”  See how easily the
child shifted the conversation
away from the wall and into an
imaginary world of make-be-
lieve?

Child:  “Frankie lives in my

closet and…and…I want you
to make him go away.”  Now
the shift is in full force, espe-
cially if the child is able to pro-
duce a tear for effect.

Mom now begins to comfort
the child, who is now seeing
the benefit of developing the
lie and not allowing it to just
stay idle.  There might be some
ice cream in it if the kid plays
his cards right.  Not only that,
but he has now forced his mom
to be “creative” herself when
dad gets home and begins to
question why the hallway has
blue turtles drawn down the
length of it.  She is now known,
what is called in the criminal
world, as an accomplice.

“Harold, Johnny was just
expressing himself.  Besides
that, the hallway needed paint-
ing anyway.  I have been after
you for two months to paint
those walls and why we are at
it, the sink is still dripping, the
commode keeps getting
stopped up, and the gutters
need cleaning.  You still haven’t
put up our wedding pictures
from six years ago and….”

Dad, who has worked all day,
has now forgotten about
Johnny’s indiscretion and is

now wondering how he is going
to get out of all these chores
and go to the deer camp for the
weekend.  “Honey, you are
right. I wholeheartedly agree
and might I add you are look-
ing beautiful this evening!  I
will run to the hardware store
on my way home from the camp
and pick up some paint and
…well, the hardware store by
the camp is less expensive
and…”

Painting the hallway has
now given dad the time to re-
flect on his own parent’s short-
comings.  The least they could
have done is taught him how to
lie instead of fussing about how
expensive it is to repaint bed-
rooms and how money don’t
grow on trees and how children
in China would love to eat peas
and cornbread.  He could have
grown up without any morals
and lived the life of gaudy riches
if they would have simply had
the foresight to see it.

Johnny passes by the bucket
of paint with a few toys and
slips into the bathroom.  He
has always been curious where
things go when you flush them
down the toilet.

News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Church honors staffChurch honors staffChurch honors staffChurch honors staffChurch honors staff
For Pastor Appreciation

Month, in honor of their pas-
tors & their families, on Sun-
day, 10/28/12, First Baptist

Church, Bay Springs, Missis-
sippi, had a church-wide pot
luck lunch after the morning
service.  Pictured left to right
are the Pastor, Bro. James &
Mary Sprayberry and the As-
sociate Pastor, Bro. Phillip &
Dawn Burns.

Joyce Poole, reporter

Church to holdChurch to holdChurch to holdChurch to holdChurch to hold
deacon ordinationdeacon ordinationdeacon ordinationdeacon ordinationdeacon ordination

Bethel Baptist Church of
Seminary, Mississippi will hold
a deacon ordination service on
Sunday, January 6, 2013 at
2:00 pm. The church will or-
dain Bro. Douglas Thrash and
Bro. Pat Smith to the office of
deacon. Pastor Kevin Sanford
and the members of Bethel
Church invite our sister
churches and ordained indi-
viduals to join us for this ser-
vice. For information call 601-
752-5265.

Washington AssociationWashington AssociationWashington AssociationWashington AssociationWashington Association
meeting informationmeeting informationmeeting informationmeeting informationmeeting information

The Washington Baptist
Missionary Association will

meet at Leakesville Baptist
Church on December 14, at 7:00
PM.  We will have our annual
Children’s Home Pounding at
this meeting.  All the churches
in the Association are urged to
attend.

Also the Washington Asso-
ciation Youth-in-Harvest will
not meet in December.  The
Next meeting will be January

continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3
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Southeastern
Baptist College

4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Joseph Harris
Interim

President

There have been many
preachers over the years who
have benefitted from higher
education. Many of the oldest
and well known American edu-
cation institutions were estab-
lished by religious denomina-
tions with the purpose of train-
ing ministers and even those
institutions which were not
established primarily for min-
isters still held to a Christian
world view of education and
maintained Biblical standards
for their students.  Many are
surprised to discover that
Harvard and Princeton were
both established to train men
in the ministry.

“Religious denominations
established most early colleges
in order to train ministers. In
New England there was an
emphasis on literacy so that
people could read the Bible.
Harvard College was founded
by the colonial legislature in
1636, and named after an early

benefactor. Most of the fund-
ing came from the colony, but
the college early began to col-
lect endowment. Harvard at
first focused on training young
men for the ministry, but many
alumni went into law, medi-
cine, govern-
ment or busi-
ness. William
and Mary Col-
lege was
founded by Vir-
ginia govern-
ment in 1693,
with 20,000
acres of land for
an endowment,
and a penny tax on every pound
of tobacco, together with an
annual appropriation. James
Blair, the leading Anglican
minister in the colony, was
president for 50 years, and the
college won the broad support
of the Virginia gentry, most of
whom were Anglicans. It
trained many of the lawyers,

politicians, and leading plant-
ers. Students headed for the
ministry were given free tu-
ition. Yale College was
founded in 1701, and in 1716
was relocated to New Haven,
Connecticut. The conserva-
tive Puritan ministers of Con-
necticut had grown dissatis-
fied with the more liberal the-
ology of Harvard, and wanted
their own school to train or-
thodox ministers. New Side
Presbyterians in 1747 set up
the College of New Jersey, in
the town of Princeton; much
later it was renamed
Princeton University. Rhode
Island College was begun by
the Baptists in 1764, and in
1804 it was renamed Brown
University in honor of a bene-
factor.”  http://
www.k12academics.com/his-
tory-education-united-states/
colleges

When Southeastern Bap-
tist College was established,
part of the motivation was to
provide a sound, Biblical edu-
cation for ministers in the
Baptist Missionary Associa-
tion of Mississippi. In 1947,
the churches voted to estab-
lish a Christian junior college
and classes began in 1948.
The junior college curriculum
was not added until 1955 and
by that time, several minis-
ters had already received

sound instruction through the
Bible program which was fully
established. A full two year lib-
eral arts curriculum is still of-
fered today along with a four
year degree in Church Minis-
tries.

Several years ago, the De-
partment of Missions and the
Revolving Loan Fund of the
BMA of Mississippi established
the Revolving Loan Fund
Scholarship for BMA preach-
ers who attend SBC. This schol-
arship program was later
named the Arnold Knight Re-
volving Loan Fund Scholarship
in memory of Brother Knight.

This was appropriate since
Brother Knight attended
Southeastern and was always
a friend and supporter of the
college.

We continue to thank our
Missions Department and Re-
volving Loan Fund for all they
are doing and have done over
the years. They have made pos-
sible the education of many of
our preachers over the years
and we thank God for their
support. In the picture you will
see some of the scholarship re-
cipients for this semester, along
with Brother Lee and Brother
Geraldson.

From right to left: Brother Lavelle Lee, Brother Elvis Garcia, Brother
Tray Lamkin, Brother Ray Matthews, and Brother Larry Geraldson.
Not pictured: Brother Sam Barahona

26 at Temple Baptist Church,
88 Summer St., Lucedale, at
7:00 PM.

B.J. Hudson

Harmony AssociationHarmony AssociationHarmony AssociationHarmony AssociationHarmony Association
MeetsMeetsMeetsMeetsMeets

The November meeting of
the Harmony Association was
held at First Hispanic in Ripley.
The meeting opened with con-
gregational singing both in
Spanish and English.  The
evening message was given by
Bro. Erlin Pech from Romans
1:16.

The business aspect of the
meeting opened with a roll call
of the churches, showing 95
present with 6 churches repre-
sented.  Minutes of previous
meeting were noted in the new
minute books.  Financial re-
port was read and approved.   It
was announced Bro. Kevin

Clayton resigned as assistant
moderator with Tony Marolt
elected to fill that position.  The
December meeting will be at
Grace in Baldwyn, with Bro.
John Thornburg speaker and,
with Bro. Neil Murphy as the
alternate.  Children's Home
report was given by Bro. Rick
Johnson.  Reports were also
given by Bro. Elvis Garcia, Bro
Erlin Pech, and Bro. Humberto.
After the meeting we enjoyed
by a meal with a Hispanic fla-
vor provided by the host church.

Bro. Mike Smith, Moderator
Tony Marolt, Reporter

CHURCH
NEWS
from page 2from page 2from page 2from page 2from page 2

rate the house.  Everyone helps.
Even a one year old can be
hoisted up to put an ornament
on a tree.  Even an older, ill
person can sit on the couch, be
given a box of decorations and
sort through them, and hand
them out to the others.

Get in a circle and sing some
Christmas songs.  Make some

hot chocolate.  Bake some
cookies and pies getting ready
for the celebration of the birth
of Christ.  Have a special read-
ing of scripture talking about
the great gift of salvation that
Jesus brought to the world.
Go on a walk together.  Bike.
Hike. Have a bonfire out back.
Grill. Chill.  But do things
that get the whole family to-
gether and interact.  Play
some board games.

Not everyone will want to
do this.  It doesn’t matter.
This is part of teaching your
children that family is first.
They may want to go play
video games or go four wheel-
ing with their friends, but
schedule days where friends
can come over and days where
it is family only.  You, as the
adult, have to tell your friends
also that you can’t go out and
shop or party with them.  It is
a family weekend. Make it a
priority.  Your kids may gripe

or whine a little, but they will
eventually come around as you
begin to do things.  These are
the precious memory times
they will never forget.  They
can go spend the night with a
friend, but not on designated
family times.  And yes, they
must go visit grandparents and
elderly aunts/uncles, and you
can insist and expect them to
have a cheerful heart about it.

Pray through your entire
holiday schedule before it hap-
pens.  Ask God to guide you as
to what to do and when to do it.
Ask God to give your family
peace and joy and contentment
with family time.  If you have a
history of bad tidings with fam-
ily, pray and ask God to let you
make a difference this year.
Let your light shine before them
even if their light has gone out.
Don’t react to other’s negativ-
ity and dysfunction. You just
smile, hug and be bright and
show them the light of the Lord
coming out of you.  In spite of
their behavior, you are going to
have a great celebration.  Don’t
let the scrooges in your ex-

tended family steal the joy of
Jesus out of your holiday.  Sing
“Joy to the World” and hug
them and move on. You might
be surprised how God can pro-
tect your joy and even change
their hearts.  They can be mis-
erable if they choose, but you
are going to be merry and bright
this Christmas.

Be sure and teach this atti-
tude to your kids or your
grandkids if you have them.
Life goes so fast and furious.
We need these special times of
the year, to slow down, take a
deep breath, connect with our
kids, do traditional fun things
together, interact with one an-
other etc.  Your family shouldn’t
have to guess you love them.
Prove it.  L-O-V-E is spelled T-
I M-E!  Hold ‘em and hug ‘em
while you got ‘em.

 

Family TFamily TFamily TFamily TFamily Time For The Holidaysime For The Holidaysime For The Holidaysime For The Holidaysime For The Holidays
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1
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Don Brown
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Southeastern Baptist College
President Search

The Board of Trustees of Southeastern Baptist College,
Laurel, Mississippi, is seeking candidates for the position of
President. All those interested in applying for the position should
send their resumes to the Board of Trustees Chairman, Richard
Welborn, 811 CR 31, Heidelberg, MS 39439 by January 30, 2013.

Carolyn Hagler, Recording Secretary
Southeastern College Board of Trustees

BMA of Mississippi
Committee members
Nominating CommitteeNominating CommitteeNominating CommitteeNominating CommitteeNominating Committee
Corbey Jones 2013
Gary Smith 2013
Vernon Newman 2013
Joe Watson 2014
Leon Carmical 2014
Bob Conrad 2014

Enrollment CommitteeEnrollment CommitteeEnrollment CommitteeEnrollment CommitteeEnrollment Committee
Dewitt Bain 2013
Denny Patterson 2013
Virgil Ainsworth 2013

Moral Action CommitteeMoral Action CommitteeMoral Action CommitteeMoral Action CommitteeMoral Action Committee
John Adams, Director
Robert Conrad 2013
Roger Akers 2013
Wayne Rice 2013
Harold Holifield 2014
Ken Riley 2014
Wallace Williams 2014
Johnny Watts 2015
Richey Hester 2015
Danny Cresswell 2015

BMA of Mississippi Committees
Listed below are the com-

mittees as they were amended
at the recent BMA of Missis-
sippi meeting in October. This
list includes
trustees and
commit tee
m e m b e r s
who already
were serving,
m e m b e r s
who were
elected to
serve new
terms and a
few who were
elected to
serve out
terms of individuals who ei-
ther resigned or were replaced
for various reasons.

If you know of any errors we
would appreciate you letting
us know so we can share that
information.

Senior Adult CommissionSenior Adult CommissionSenior Adult CommissionSenior Adult CommissionSenior Adult Commission
Kenneth Flynt, Director
Jackie Gray 2013
John Riles 2013
Noel “Cotton” Hillman 2014
Jerry Overestreet 2014
I.L. Johnson 2015
Dr. Medrick Savell 2015

Commission onCommission onCommission onCommission onCommission on
History and ArchivesHistory and ArchivesHistory and ArchivesHistory and ArchivesHistory and Archives
Glenn Shoemake, Director

Children’s Home CommitteeChildren’s Home CommitteeChildren’s Home CommitteeChildren’s Home CommitteeChildren’s Home Committee
Sidney Davis, Director
Greg Jones 2013
Kenneth Stinnett 2013
I.L. Stinson 2013
Billy Anderson 2014
A.W. Kirkland 2014
Richy Johnson 2014
Ben Henserling 2015
David Lawrence 2015
Darnell Minyard 2015

Youth CommitteeYouth CommitteeYouth CommitteeYouth CommitteeYouth Committee
Kelby Johnson, Director
Danny Ballard 2013
Tracy McMillan 2013
Bryson Hayden 2013
Rick Clark 2014
Ray Matthews 2014
Adam Sloan 2014
Philip Burns 2015
J8ustiin Bynum 2015
Zach Dant 2015

Baptist Music FellowshipBaptist Music FellowshipBaptist Music FellowshipBaptist Music FellowshipBaptist Music Fellowship
Brandon Wilson, Coordinator
Charles McLemore 2013

Ray Warren2013
Brandon Kirk 2014
Josh Awtret 2014
Jim Ainsworth 2015
Brad Stevens 2015

Missions DepartmentMissions DepartmentMissions DepartmentMissions DepartmentMissions Department
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee
Larry Geraldson, Director
Harold Floyd 2013
John Miller 2013
Kevin Clayton 2013

Billy Ferrell 2014
Dennis Knigh 2014
Wexford Parmer 2014
Jeff Dixon 2015
James Sprayberry 2015
Ted Quimby 2015

Revolving Loan FundRevolving Loan FundRevolving Loan FundRevolving Loan FundRevolving Loan Fund
CommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommitteeCommittee
Larry Geraldson, Director
Willie Tebo 2013
Larry Welborn 2013
Sam Oglesby 2013
Kenneth Lott 2014
Larry Taylor 2014
Brandy Riley (?) 2014
Roy Caldwell 2015
Greg Medenwald 2015
Justin Cameron 2015

Southeastern Baptist CollegeSoutheastern Baptist CollegeSoutheastern Baptist CollegeSoutheastern Baptist CollegeSoutheastern Baptist College
TrusteesTrusteesTrusteesTrusteesTrustees
Joseph Harris, Interim Presi-
dent
Carolyn Hagler 2013
Matt Hudson 2013
Scott Kirkland 2013
Glenda Goodwin 2014
Dickey Welborn 2014
Vernon Watts 2014
Cedric Lumkin 2015
Steve Clark 2015
Eddie Boutwell 2015

Publication CommitteePublication CommitteePublication CommitteePublication CommitteePublication Committee
Don Brown, Editor
Cliff Jenkins 2013
Glenn Shoemake 2013
Leon Carmical 2014
Gary O’Neal 2014
Randy Clark 2015
Jean Jefcoat 2015

Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

CrocsCrocsCrocsCrocsCrocs
If you want to give your feet a vacation in the cold

weather, I recommend fur-lined Crocs.  Those are
some old-lady Comforts!

I got some last year and I was going to the Christmas Presen-
tation at the First Baptist Church in Jackson.  I wore my Crocs
as I drove up there, but I carried some not-so-comfortable ones to
wear to the do.

When I got there, I realized I had not changed my shoes and
there I am up in there with all the diamonds and furs with my
Crocs on.

Well, I figured with a goof-up like that I'd probably make the
Clarion Ledger front page the next day.

But you know, I don't think anybody noticed my Crocs.
It made me think of what Mama used to say:  "It matters less

what people think about you when you realize how seldom they
do."

I ResolveI ResolveI ResolveI ResolveI Resolve
Resolved, to live with all

my might while I do live;
Resolved, never to lose one
moment of time, but improve
it in the most profitable way I
possibly can; Resolved, never
to do anything which I should
despise or think meanly of in
another; Resolved, never to
do anything out of revenge;
Resolved, never to do any-
thing which I should be afraid
to do if it were the last hour of
my life.

-Jonathan Edwards
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Zig Ziglar, renowned layman & speaker, dies

Zig Ziglar

PLANO, Texas (BP)PLANO, Texas (BP)PLANO, Texas (BP)PLANO, Texas (BP)PLANO, Texas (BP) -- Zig Ziglar,
known worldwide for his folksy and
often anecdotal motivational talks on
success through serving others, died
Wednesday (Nov. 28) at a Plano, Texas,
hospital of complications from pneu-
monia. He was 86.

Ziglar's deep, soothing Mississippi
drawl and speeches and books often
sprinkled with mentions of his Chris-
tian faith endeared him to millions.
Ziglar was arguably the best-known
motivat ional
speaker of his
day, having con-
ducted hun-
dreds of corpo-
rate seminars
and given moti-
v a t i o n a l
speeches to hun-
dreds of thou-
sands of people
over a 42-year
speaking ca-
reer.

An active Southern Baptist layman
and a member at Prestonwood Baptist
Church in the Dallas suburb of Plano,
Ziglar served as first vice president of
the Southern Baptist Convention in
1984-85 during Atlanta pastor Charles
Stanley's tenure as SBC president.

He wrote more than 30 books, in-
cluding best-sellers "See You at The
Top!" and "Confessions of a Happy
Christian." Another book, "Confessions
of a Grieving Christian," followed the
death in 1995 of daughter Suzan Ziglar
Witmeyer from pulmonary fibrosis.

Ziglar's pastor, Jack Graham, wrote

in a message to the Prestonwood con-
gregation on Wednesday, "It is with a
heavy heart that I write to let you
know that Zig Ziglar went to heaven
today. Although we mourn the loss of
this incredible servant of God, we re-
joice that Zig is celebrating in the pres-
ence of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! Zig has left such an indelible
mark on this church that we will for-
ever remember his servant heart, his
passion for teaching the Word of God,
his love of people and, of course, his
high-energy, motivational speaking."

A message on Ziglar's Facebook page
stated, "Zig Ziglar passed from this
world today after a short bout with
pneumonia. Though his time on earth
has ended, he is speaking with Jesus
now in his heavenly home. The angels
in heaven are rejoicing and his family
is celebrating a life well lived."

Ziglar was born in Coffee County,
Ala., as Hilary Hinton Ziglar but the
nickname "Zig" stuck with him as he
grew up in Yazoo City, Miss. Ziglar
was a World War II Navy veteran and
attended Milsaps College in Jackson,
Mississippi, and the University of
South Carolina before beginning a full-
time sales career that would catapult
him to fame as "America's motivator."

Ziglar was preceded in death by his
11 siblings and his daughter Suzan.
Survivors include his wife Jean; one
son, John Thomas (Tom) Ziglar; two
daughters, Cindy Ziglar Oates and
Julie Ziglar Norman; seven grandchil-
dren, 12 great-grandchildren and one
great-great grandchild.

-Baptist Texan

Let Not Advancing Years Cause You
To Settle For Less Than The Best

“Now therefore give me this mountain
. . . ”  Joshua 14:12

Sometimes God grants to His ser-
vants their greatest success in their
final chapter.  Caleb had wholly fol-
lowed the Lord his God all his days.
God had kept him in possession of his
faculties to old age.  He had promised
him an inheritance in the Promised
Land.  But, it was in his last days that
God’s provision became his actual pos-
session.

No man need decide that his best
experiences are all in the past and
settle down to wait for death.  All the

accumulated experience and wisdom
of the years ought to make a man most
valuable in his last days.  It is not too
much to ask God for a mountain, even
at Caleb’s age.  Mind you, he did not
ask for a molehill, but for a mountain.
He still had to drive out the giants who
occupied it, but he said, “If so be the
Lord will be with me, then I shall be
able to drive them out, as the Lord
said” (vs. 12).  He claimed the promise
and counted on the Promiser before he
conquered the possession.

Baruch sought great things for him-
self, but Caleb sought great things

because God had promised them.  We
honor God by asking for great things
when they are part of His promise.  We
dishonor Him and cheat ourselves
when we ask for molehills where He
has offered mountains.

Let not advancing years cause you
to settle for less than His best.  Why
shouldn’t His warrior’s last victory be
his greatest?  His old soldiers never
die, and they need not just fade away.

-Vance Havner

May God’s richest blessing rest upon
His senior saints and let us look for-
ward to gathering together at our Se-
nior Adult Conferences:

SouthSouthSouthSouthSouth - March 26, 2013 -
Big Creek Baptist Church, Soso

NorthNorthNorthNorthNorth - May 17, 2013 -
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Fulton

These will be mountain top experi-
ences for God’s Senior Calebs.  Make
plans to be there.

BMA Of Mississippi
Pastor’s Retreat

January 28 – January 29, 2013
Lake Tiak O’Khata

Louisville, Mississippi
Psalm 51:10

Create in me a clean heart, O God;
and renew a right spirit within me.

Registration Fee: $60.00 per person if staying in the bunk house. $40.00 if staying
in the hotel.

Both prices includes the conference, supper, breakfast, and lunch. If staying
in the bunkhouse you will need to bring your own bed linens (bunk beds), towels,
and toiletries.

If staying in the hotel you will be responsible for your own reservations and
room. For room rates and reservations, call Lake Tiak O’Khata at (662)773-7853

If you have any questions, please
contact Justin Rhodes, Chairman of
the Pastor’s Retreat Committee @

601-218-3364 or
justin@crosswayclinton.org

Monday, January 28, 2013Monday, January 28, 2013Monday, January 28, 2013Monday, January 28, 2013Monday, January 28, 2013
1:00 pm Registration Begins
2:00 pm Worship
2:05 pm Welcome/Theme Presentation
2:20 pm Message #1 John Adams
3:00 pm Break
3:30 pm Worship
3:45 pm Message #2 Brad Stephens
4:25 pm Worship
4:40 pm Message #3 Justin Cameron
5:20 pm Dismiss for Supper
7:00 pm Special Music
7:30 pm Message #4 Jeff Dixon
8:10 pm Special Music
8:30 pm Message #5 Gary O’Neal

Tuesday January 29, 2013Tuesday January 29, 2013Tuesday January 29, 2013Tuesday January 29, 2013Tuesday January 29, 2013
7:00 am Breakfast
8:00 am Business
8:30 am Worship
8:45 am Message #6 Greg Medenwald
9:25 am Break
9:45 am Worship
10:00 am Message #7

To Be Determined
10:40 am Worship
10:55 am Message #8 Billy Ferrell
Lunch before heading home

Commission on
Senior Adults

4226 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440 Kenneth Flynt

Director

Till The Saviour Came

You ask me why I love my Lord?
   Well friend, just let me say
Life wasn't worth the living
   Till the Saviour came my way.

You say I miss so much of life?
   Yes, friend, praise God I do
I miss the sin and sorrow
   Which were all I ever knew.

I miss the days spent seeking joy
   The long nights full of fears;
I miss the heavy burden that
   I carried through the years.

But I wouldn't have them back
   For all that you could pay;
Life wasn't worth the living
  "Till the saviour came my way-!

        -Selected
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Mississippi W.M.A.
Blinda Lee, President

77 Morrow Rd., Purvis,MS 39475
601-596-3417

blinda.lee@lamarcountyschools.org

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443
601-729-5638

Southeastern Baptist College
President Search

The Board of Trustees of Southeastern Baptist College,
Laurel, Mississippi, is seeking candidates for the position of
President. All those interested in applying for the position should
send their resumes to the Board of Trustees Chairman, Richard
Welborn, 811 CR 31, Heidelberg, MS 39439 by January 30, 2013.

Carolyn Hagler, Recording Secretary
Southeastern College Board of Trustees

Mississippi State WMA
Corresponding Secretary’s Report

Final amounts received for the
Mississippi State WMA Project for 2011-2012

25% General Fund plus designated offerings $ 2,309.50
(This amount has already been added to the G.F.)

75% Shepherd Bags Ministry (EIM) 5,503.34
Total Received $ 7,812.84

Churches contributine $100.00 or more to the Project
1.  Berean Baptist Church, Soso
2.  Big Creek Baptist Church, Soso
3.  East Amory Baptist Church, Amory
4.  First Baptist Church, Calhoun
5.  First Baptist Church, Mantachie
6.  First Baptist Church, Shady Grove
7.  Hopewell Baptist Church, Laurel;
     (Given in honor of Miss Rosie Welborn)
8.  Lebanon Baptist Church, Laurel
9. O’Neal Road Baptist Church, Gulfport
10. Parkview Baptist Church, Laurel
11. Pine Grove Baptist Church, Purvis
12. Skyway Hills Baptist Church, Pearl
13. Temple Baptist Church, Lucedale
14. Ten Mile Baptist Church, Perkinston
15. Vardaman Street Baptist Church, Wiggins
16. First Baptist Church, Louin, Cookbooks

Associations
1.  Hobolochitto District WMA
2.  Washington District WMA

TOP FIVE CHURCHES IN CONTRIBUTIONS:
1.  Vardaman Street Church, Wiggins
2.  Parkview Baptist Church, Laurel
3.  Hopewell Baptist Church, Laurel
4. Skyway Hills Baptist Church, Pearl
5.  Temple Baptist Church, Lucedale

Mississippi State WMA Audit
Mrs. Della Priest
November 1, 2012
To Whom It May Concern:
I have verified the check book with the bank statements, checks
written, deposit receipts, and  the journal.  All agreed with the report
given to you at the state meeting.  May God bless each of you,

Della N. Priest

Note:  We thank Mrs. Della so much for this complimentary audit that
she does each year for      the State WMA.  She has recently spent
several days in the hospital.  Do remember her in your prayers.

Mississippi State WMA Project for 2012-2013
25% GENERAL FUND

$2,500.00 MISSION TRIP TO UKRAINE FOR THE FIVE LADIES AND
GIRLS GOING FROM MISSISSIPPI; THE BALANCE OF FUNDS
RECEIVED WILL BE GIVEN TO HOMESTRETCH BAPTIST CHURCH,
CLEVELAND, BRO. ED DUVALL, MISSIONARY.

SEND OFFERINGS TO:
Shirlene Smith, 730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443

THANKS TO EACH ONE FOR YOUR FAITHFUL SUPPORT OF THE
LORD’S WORK THROUGH THE MS STATE WMA.

Mrs. Shirlene Smith

They Have A Good Home Life
Part TPart TPart TPart TPart Two - Unconditional Forgivenesswo - Unconditional Forgivenesswo - Unconditional Forgivenesswo - Unconditional Forgivenesswo - Unconditional Forgiveness

This is a series of articles
written to help us focus our
passions and priorities on what
makes a good home life.  I hear
people talking in church about
other people's kids or their
marriages and they all agree
that these people have a "good
home life".  What characteris-
tics make up a good home life?
What are the common threads
in the family fabric of Chris-
tian homes that are healthy,
holy and work well? Hopefully
through this series of articles,
it will help you learn, focus and
increase your efforts on these
traits that are found consis-
tently in homes that are a nice
place in which to grow up or
grow old.

Unconditional ForgivenessUnconditional ForgivenessUnconditional ForgivenessUnconditional ForgivenessUnconditional Forgiveness
If unconditional love is the

foundation of a happy home,
then unconditional forgiveness
is the roof.  Forgiveness over
your home protects you from
the relationship storms of life.
Your good home must possess
an atmosphere of forgiveness
that is always present in the
home.  People are always quick
to say that they desire a loving
home.  A loving home is a for-
giving home. A good marriage
is based upon the union of two
good "forgivers".

I tell young people in their
pre-marital counseling that for-
giveness is an expression of
love.  I tell them, "You two may
love each other, but you are
marrying an imperfect human
being. You will have conflict
even though you love each
other. You will probably have
to practice forgiveness while
on your honeymoon.  It may
even be as you pull away from
the church and you take a
wrong road and the other one
thinks you should have gone
this way. Ha! One of you will
say something wrong, and you
will already have to start giv-
ing and receiving forgiveness."

That is humanity.  Jesus told
his disciples that he loved them.
He proved how much he loved
them, and all of us, when he
put that love into action and
hung upon that cross for the
sins of the whole world.  For-

giveness is love put into action.
If you love someone you are
going to have to forgive them.

Unconditional forgiveness
does not mean I own it.  I don't
decide who I will give it to and
who I will withhold it from.  It
is a gift to me from God through
Jesus Christ.  I have received
forgiveness and I must give it
away freely as Christ gave it to
us.  God is the owner of forgive-
ness.  I have to be obedient to
God.  God's forgiveness of me
did not depend upon my won-
derful actions.  No. We are all
sinners.  But He gave us for-
giveness as an act of grace, and
as a gift from Him through
Jesus Christ.  It did not depend
upon us doing something for
the forgiveness. He gave it out
of love. I John 4:7-11.

If I have received forgive-
ness, do I have to forgive others
who do me wrong? Read the
parable in Matthew 18: 21-35.
This servant received forgive-
ness from his Lord, but would
not give forgiveness to some-
one else.  He received it, but
wouldn't give it. Read v.34, 35.
His Lord is so angry with him
that he puts him into prison.
The worst prison for a Chris-
tian is the prison of an unfor-
giving heart.  In verse 35 we
are told that we must forgive
everyone who has hurt us.
Ephesians 4:32 states that we

have to forgive others just like
God forgave us for the sake of
Jesus.  What way was that?
Unconditionally.  You didn't
deserve it. God forgave you
through Christ because He
loved you. Period.

Now, you have to do the same
to all others.  Be kind. Be mer-
ciful. Forgive. That is a good
family motto to put up on your
refrigerator.  Ephesians 4:32.
Makes for a good home life if
we would all just be kind to
each other and forgive each
other.

Forgiveness is for you. It is
not for them.  Whether they get
right with God for what they
did will be between them and
God. He will hold them respon-
sible.  You don't have to remind
God in prayers either. He
knows.  You have to get right
with God and do what He has
commanded.  Forgiving others
is not based upon how you feel.
"I don't FEEL like forgiving
them".  It is not based upon
feelings, but obedience.  You
forgive others out of a love and
obedience to God.  God will
work your feelings out in due
time.  But you must first per-
mit him to work on your emo-
tions by practicing forgiveness.
I am not saying what they did
is right. I'm not saying I'm eras-
ing it. I am saying I am giving
you to God, and going on with
my life, and you have no more
power over me.

Until you practice forgive-
ness, they will always have
power over you, and you will
never truly find healing.  Heal-
ing from all past pains begins
with a choice you make. It is a
choice.  "In Jesus name, I choose
to forgive." You don't have to
tell them necessarily unless led
to do so. You can set bound-
aries if they hurt you.  You
don't have to feel the same way
towards them as you did prior
to the hurt. But you must for-
give them.  Otherwise you will
become bitter and take that to
the grave with you.

Forgiveness has the power
to change relationships.  It has
the power to provide healing to
your soul.  You were forgiven of
everything through Jesus.
Now, you must give it away to
others.  Get out of jail emotion-
ally.  Practice forgiveness and
grow on.  All families need for-
giveness.

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee



 7December 1, 2012 •  Mississippi Baptist

CHILDREN'S HOME
118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-3928

SIDNEY DAVIS
DIRECTOR

Scratch.”  His presentation of
the gospel was clear and pow-
erful.  He outlined his vision
for the church and challenged
people to embrace that vision.
Over the past 9 months of
preparation Bro. Bob has been
busy with relocating, establish-
ing new relationships, finish-
ing the building (only 80% com-
plete when purchased) and ex-
ercising the routine disciplines
of evangelism and discipleship.
On the second night of the open-
ing day event, approximately
80 people, from the mother
church, East Fulton, Pastor
Gary Smith and a number of
other churches in the
Tombigbee and Harmony As-
sociations, as well as, people
from the local community,
joined in the celebration.
Matching funds of up to

Blessed Is The NationBlessed Is The NationBlessed Is The NationBlessed Is The NationBlessed Is The Nation
We have just observed

Thanksgiving and Christmas
is fastly approaching.  We are
indeed blessed as a nation to be
able to honor the Lord at these
special times of the year.  Does
God bless nations?  Psalm 33:12
says, “Blessed is the nation
whose God is the Lord; and the
people whom he hath chosen
for his own inheritance.”

May you and I give thanks to
God for His blessings and may
we seek to be the kind of people
God can use to be a blessing to
our nation.  God is watching
us.  “The Lord looketh from
heaven; he beholdeth all the
sons of men.” Psalm 33:13. And
God made us.  “He fashioneth
their hearts alike; he
considereth all their works.”
Psalm 33:15. Here we are the
people of God in a wicked and
dark nation.  What should we
do?  Remember, God’s watch-
ing us. He made us, and He’s
protecting us.  “Behold, the eye
of the Lord is upon them that
fear him, upon them that hope
in his mercy.” Psalm 33:18.

Let us be the very best citi-
zens we can be.  How?  We can
do it by obeying the Lord, by
letting our light shine for the
Lord, by praying for our na-
tion, by sharing God’s Word
with others.

Youth MeetingYouth MeetingYouth MeetingYouth MeetingYouth Meeting
We were with the Pilgrim’s

Rest Baptist Church near
Leakesville and Pastor Darnell
Minyard on November 24 for

the youth meeting of the Wash-
ington Baptist Association.  We
thank the Lord for this time of
worship to-
gether with the
youth of the
churches.  The
program was
enjoyed by all
and refresh-
ments were
provided by the
host church at
the close of the
service.

Church VisitChurch VisitChurch VisitChurch VisitChurch Visit
We were with the Mulberry

Baptist Church near Richton
on November 25 for their morn-
ing and afternoon services.  It
was good to worship and fel-
lowship with this church fam-
ily.

Special EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial EmphasisSpecial Emphasis
We would like to express our

gratitude and thanks to the
good response to the Special
Emphasis for the Mississippi
Baptist Children’s Home dur-
ing the emphasis months of
October and November.  As this
emphasis time comes to a close
we would like to thank each
church, Sunday School class,
auxiliary, and individual for
your participation in meeting
the needs of the Home through
your generous giving.

Remember In PrayerRemember In PrayerRemember In PrayerRemember In PrayerRemember In Prayer
Continue to remember the

ministry of the Home in your
daily prayers.

MissionsMissionsMissionsMissionsMissions
ReportReportReportReportReport
from page 8from page 8from page 8from page 8from page 8

$50,000.00 have been made
available to help pay for the
purchase of the Caledonia prop-
erty.  If Bro. Bob raises
$50,000.00 it will be matched.

Bro. Bob Burch is from south
Mississippi, was saved in 1970
and surrendered to the gospel
ministry in 1987. He attended
college at Southeastern Bap-
tist College in Laurel, Missis-
sippi and completed his M.M.
degree from Temple Baptist
Seminary in Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee. He has pastored
churches in Mississippi for the
past 20 years before surren-
dering to missions in January
of 2012. He and his wife, Edie
and son, Justin moved to
Caledonia, Mississippi in Feb-
ruary of 2012. His son, Robert
and wife, Brooke and 2 grand-

children, Hunter and Ryder are
deployed overseas with the Air
force.

You can follow the progress
of this work by visiting their
website at  http://
www.caledoniabaptist.org or
on Facebook at  https://
www.facebook.com/pages/
Caledonia-Baptist-Church/
195170883931238

Please remember to pray for
our missionaries and our mis-
sion efforts throughout the
State.  We are praying that
God will bless us with the re-
sources/means to start new
mission projects.  We have
churches that are ready to be
mother churches. We have men
who are ready to be missionar-
ies.  We have locations identi-
fied.  We are ready to go.

A 'Sad Statement' of Parents' Rights

Obama Influenced by “Serious
Distortions” of Biblical Christianity
OneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.com - A Chris-
tian historian and author has
concluded that Barack Obama
is "bizarrely confused" on a
range of moral and religious
issues -- and that the current
administration "poses the
greatest threat to religious lib-
erty in American history."

 Dr. Jefrey Breshears has
published a new book that ex-
amines the factors that shaped
President Obama's under-
standing of Christianity. The
Gospel According to Barack:
Where Did Barack Obama Get
His Ideas About Christianity?
analyzes the religious elements
that have informed the
president's views on a wide

range of social and moral is-
sues including same-sex "mar-
riage," abortion, and the rela-
tionship between church and
state.

Breshears is president of the
Areopagus Christian Study
Center, based in Marietta,
Georgia.

"I was motivated to write
the book by the comment that
President Obama made back
in May of 2012 that it was his
Christian faith that inspired
him to publicly support same-
sex marriage," explains the
author, in reference to the
president's explanation that his
views on the matter had
"evolved."

"I thought a comment like
that deserved an appropriate
response," Breshears contin-
ues, "because frankly nothing
could be more indefensible than
misusing [and] misrepresent-
ing the Christian faith in order
to promote a practice that's so
obviously unbiblical."

Breshears details in his book
how two primary factors -- (1)
mainline Protestant theologi-
cal liberalism, and (2) libera-
tion theology advocated by
Obama's long-time pastor and
mentor, Rev. Jeremiah Wright
-- have formed the president's
ideas on public policy. Both fac-
tors, according to the author,
are "serious distortions" of tra-
ditional orthodox, biblical
Christianity.

"What I focus mainly on is
the influence of theological lib-
eralism, which essentially is
another gospel," he says. "It's
very much opposed to tradi-
tional Christian beliefs and
values. What theological liber-
alism does is essentially attack
the uniqueness of the Chris-
tian faith as being the one and
only path to God."

In the book -- which
Breshears describes as "a theo-
logical assessment, not a per-
sonal or political attack" -- the
author provides historical ref-
erences to explain how various
institutions have distorted bib-
lical Christianity, calling into
question whether Obama truly
understands authentic Chris-
tianity.

OneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.comOneNewsNow.com - Parents
in Ontario, Canada apparently
have no right to learn what
their children are being taught
about homosexuality.

A situation occurred in
Hamilton, Ontario during a
recent assembly led by the Gay-
Straight Alliance -- an event
which is required in the schools.
Laura Wolfson, who identified
herself as a lesbian and youth
worship leader at a synagogue,
was the guest speaker.

"This lady came into the
school and spoke against Catho-
lic teaching and spoke against
Judeo-Christian beliefs around
the issue of homosexuality,"
reports Dave Quist of the Insti-
tute of Marriage and Family
Canada. "The very surprising
thing is even though she was in
a public school, taxpayer
funded, when requests were
made to see her speech, all ef-
forts to do that were rebuffed."

Parents were repeatedly re-
fused access, and the informa-
tion and privacy commissioner

recently upheld the decision to
keep it under lock and key.

But such action regarding
topics like the environment, ho-
mosexuality and other moral
issues are not just a problem in
Ontario.

"People are being seen as
experts on a particular issue,
brought in to speak, and par-
ents are either not notified or
legally not able to take their
children out of class during that
particular time," Quist ex-
plains. "It is an issue that is
going before the courts in the
next while, but it is a sad state-
ment on freedom of choice for
parents in the education sys-
tem right now."

This case involves a parent
who is asking to be notified
about what types of sex educa-
tion are being taught and when
it is taking place. The school
system has refused to disclose
that information and will not
allow him to take his child out
of the class.



8 December 1, 2012 •  Mississippi Baptist

Larry Geraldson
Director

Missions Missions Missions Missions Missions ActivityActivityActivityActivityActivity
All Over MississippiAll Over MississippiAll Over MississippiAll Over MississippiAll Over Mississippi

“How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him that bringeth good
tidings, that publisheth peace; that
bringeth good tidings of good, that
publisheth salvation; that saith unto
Zion, Thy God
reigneth!” Isaiah 52: 7
I love to hear the sto-
ries of missionaries.
The drama and adven-
ture of carrying the
gospel to people all over
the state is both trill-
ing and encouraging.  I
love to hear the stories
of things that are un-
explainable except to
say, “Thy God reigneth!”

Bro. Bobby ElliotBro. Bobby ElliotBro. Bobby ElliotBro. Bobby ElliotBro. Bobby Elliott, who is planting
a church in Burnsville, Mississippi,
said recently they had
a record attendance of
41 and one saved dur-
ing the meeting. They
continue to meet in the
closed-in garage area
of Bro. Elliott’s home,
but are very close to
having their land paid
for and look forward to
building a facility.

Bro. Kelby JohnsonBro. Kelby JohnsonBro. Kelby JohnsonBro. Kelby JohnsonBro. Kelby Johnson, who is plant-
ing a church in New Albany, Missis-
sippi, continues to see
growth, now averaging
over 20 people meeting
in his home every Sun-
day.  Bro. Kelby is pour-
ing himself into the
lives of these people in
an effort to disciple
them and prepare them
for participation and
membership in the
church. Bro. Kelby is in need of work
fund support.

Bro. Justin RhodesBro. Justin RhodesBro. Justin RhodesBro. Justin RhodesBro. Justin Rhodes, who is planting
a church in Clinton, Mississippi, meets
with approximately 15 people every
Sunday in his home.
Bro. Justin is working
hard to make new con-
tacts, share the gospel
and build relation-
ships. Bro. Justin is
searching for a tempo-
rary meeting place in
Clinton.

My prayer is that we
will be able to relocate
these missions from the missionaries’
homes to a temporary or permanent

facility soon.
Bro. Sidney FarmerBro. Sidney FarmerBro. Sidney FarmerBro. Sidney FarmerBro. Sidney Farmer, who is plant-

ing a church in South Forrest County,
is now meeting in their new building.
Though it is not yet complete, it thrills
me to hear that people in the commu-
nity are committing to visit. Bro.
Sidney recently told me that they have
had over 100 first time
visitors since they be-
gan in April.  Bro.
Sidney has raised ap-
p r o x i m a t e l y
$15,000.00 toward his
goal of $35,000.00 to
pay for the new church
building. The first
$10,000.00 was given
by the mother church, Paramount, in
Perkinston, Pastor Dennis Knight.  If
Bro. Farmer raises the $35,000.00
another $35,000.00 in matching funds
will be applied to the cost of construc-
tion.

Bro. Estuardo MarroquinBro. Estuardo MarroquinBro. Estuardo MarroquinBro. Estuardo MarroquinBro. Estuardo Marroquin, our His-
panic coordinator for South Missis-
sippi, shared with me an exciting up-
date concerning the new mission in
Biloxi, as we visited recently.  Their
outreach efforts have been blessed with
another family trust-
ing Christ and a
nucleus of believers are
going to begin meeting
for home Bible studies
soon.   Temple in Biloxi,
Pastor Clell Alan, has
opened their facility for
use and is providing
tremendous support.  A
family in Temple is
providing a home for the home Bible
study meetings.  Praise the Lord!

Bro. Ed DuVallBro. Ed DuVallBro. Ed DuVallBro. Ed DuVallBro. Ed DuVall, our African Ameri-
can coordinator for Mississippi, spoke
to me about Bro. James Cook, who is
still meeting in his home with a core
group of people. Bro. Cook is in need of
a temporary meeting place in the Holly
Springs area. He also needs some fold-
ing chairs and hopes to one day ac-
quire a used church van.

Bro. Ray BooneBro. Ray BooneBro. Ray BooneBro. Ray BooneBro. Ray Boone, who is the mission-
ary pastor of New
Heart Mission, re-
ported that they con-
tinue to make new con-
tacts and reach out to
new families in the
community and have
had a very positive re-
sponse.  They are still
rejoicing over a recent
profession of faith.

Bro. Elvis GarciaBro. Elvis GarciaBro. Elvis GarciaBro. Elvis GarciaBro. Elvis Garcia, our Hispanic co-

ordinator for North Mississippi, said
that First Hispanic (now known as
“Way, Truth and Life”) recently cel-
ebrated her 9th anniversary with ap-
proximately 125 people
in attendance.  First
Hispanic has birthed
two missions and is
supporting these
works and is planning
to start another mis-
sion in Olive Branch
soon.   Bro. Elvis shared
that they have been praying that God
would enlarge the work in Tupelo with
the establishment of a home Bible
study during the week.   God answered
his prayers with a phone call by a man
from El Salvador, who has lived in
Tupelo for the past 20 years and found
a tract with Bro. Elvis’s phone number

 Elvis Garcia

Estuardo
Marriquin

Ray Boone
Justin Rhodes

Sidney Farmer

Bobby Elliot

Kelby Johnson

Scenes From

Caledonia Mission

First Service in

 New Facility

printed on it and called to inquire
about the church. After talking to Bro.
Elvis, he committed to attend church
and open his home for mid-week Bible
studies.  Glory!
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Our featured mis-
sionary this article is
Bro. Bob BurchBro. Bob BurchBro. Bob BurchBro. Bob BurchBro. Bob Burch.  On
November 18, approxi-
mately 28 people met
together for the first
service of Caledonia
Baptist Church. Bro.
Bob preached an ex-
cellent message en-
titled, “Starting from

Bob Burch
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