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Missions Department begins cooperation
with Evangelistic International Ministries

The BMAA Department of Missions and Evangelistic International Ministries
have entered into an agreement in which EIM will oversee the international
pastors’ conference ministry known as Barnabas Touch. The department of
missions will also seek to facilitate the Shepherd Bag Ministry that EIM has
carried out with great success for a number of years.

BMAA Executive Director of Missions, Dr. John David Smith, commented,
“EIM has proven itself as a useful and fruitful partner on many BMAA mission
fields. We know that their conference ministry and Shepherd Bags will continue
to be a blessing to many of our brethren around the world. We can accomplish
more together than we can by ourselves.” Smith went on to say that the
Christmas shoebox project that the missions office sponsors will continue.

EIM, directed by Bro. Rocky Goodwin, is a ministry of the First Baptist Church
of Magnolia, AR.

Jacksonville College President to Retire

Dr. Edwin Crank

Dr. Edwin Crank, President of Jack-
sonville College, informed the Board
of Trustees of his plans to retire as
president on December 31, 2011, at
the May trustee meeting.  Dr. Crank
became president in June, 1988 after
serving as chairman of the Religion
Department from August, 1986 to May
1988.  He made his resignation official
with a letter to the trustees at the
September 26 meeting.

Prior to joining the faculty of Jack-
sonville College, Crank had served on
the faculty of the BMA Theological
Seminary and pastor of First Baptist
Church, New Summerfield.  He had
served for a time as Business Manager
of the seminary, also.

Dr. Crank received the Associate of
Arts degree from Jacksonville College
in May, 1956.  He received the B.A.
degree from Baylor University in May,
1958.  He began seminary studies at
Southwestern Baptist Theological
Seminary in the fall of 1958 and re-
ceived the M.R.E. degree in January,
1961.  He did graduate to work at East
Texas State University (now Texas
A&M at Commerce) in the late sixties.

Dr. Crank received his Ed.D. in
Adult and Extension Education in 1991
becoming the first president of Jack-
sonville College to hold a doctorial
degree.

Dr. Crank told the trustees that
Jacksonville College has been his life
for the past 23 years.  He said, “I have
loved what I have done and am doing
as president.  The people with whom I
have worked,
the trustees that
have worked
with me, the stu-
dents that have
attended, the
parents of the
students, the
pastors, and con-
stituencies of the
denomination
that have given wonderful support and
have made my work pleasant.  I have
loved it.”

The trustees have released a notice
to receive applications for the position
of president.  Dr. Crank asked the
trustees to try to have a candidate in
place by June, 2011, to provide for a six
month transition period.  He, how-
ever, did offer flexibility in the pro-
cess.

Dr. Crank emphasized that he is
only retiring from the presidency of
the college, and will be pursuing other
professional opportunities.

“Jacksonville is our home. We love
East Texas and plan to stay involved
in the community in different ways.”

Church to honor retiring pastor
After serving as pastor of Skyway Hills

Baptist Church for thirty-five and one-
half years, Bro. Billy Huffmaster is re-
signing effective December 21, 2010.
Having pastored in Mississippi for over
41 years and serving the Baptist Mission-
ary Association of Mississippi as clerk for
twenty-six years, many people from across
the state have come to know and love
him.

Skyway Hills Church will hosr a recep-
tion for Bro. Billy and Mrs. Jean on Sat-
urday, January 8, 2011 at 2:00 p.m.   A
special service will be held in the Church
Auditorium at that time and the recep-
tion will follow in the Family Life Center.

If you cannot attend, but would like to
send a card of congratulations, you may
send it to Mrs. Chris Smith, 212 S. Fox
Hall Rd., Pearl, MS 39208.  The cards will be placed in a scrapbook and presented
to the Huffmasters during the reception.

Religious talk leads
to little change, Barna finds; ...
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (BP)--A surge in
communications technology in the past
decade has expanded religious dia-
logue, but the discussions have led to
little change in people's lives, The
Barna Group found in a recent survey.

When asked, "Has anything related
to your religious beliefs, practices or
preferences changed in the past five
years?" just 7 percent of respondents
could think of anything that had
changed.

The types of people most likely to
have changed included 13 percent of
young adults, 12 percent of indepen-
dent voters and 11 percent of adults
who describe themselves as "mostly
liberal" on social and political matters,
Barna said in a report Sept. 27.

Those least likely to have changed
included people age 65 and over, regis-
tered Republicans and social conser-
vatives.

George Barna said the survey re-

sults raise questions about the impact
of church-related activity, such as
whether "the courses of action cur-
rently pursued are capable of facilitat-
ing and reinforcing significant change."

Barna added that the results are
consistent with a pattern he has seen
over the years indicating that most of
the religious beliefs, behaviors and
expectations that define a person's life
have been developed and embraced by
the age of 13.

Given the fact that only 7 percent of
respondents could think of any change
in their religious lives, Barna sug-
gested that religious leaders may not
be "provoking people to think deeply
and practically about the major issues
of life and culture from a religious
perspective."

The data reflected relatively generic
shifts that had occurred in lives with-

continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2
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Leave It
To Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

My Pastor Needs a Bodyguard
(Suggestion from 1st Chron.11)

My pastor needs a body-
guard. No, he doesn't need pro-
tecting from organized crime,
drug gangs, or international
terrorists right now. He needs
constant protecting from the
grandsons of Diotrephes (3rd
John 9), and  he needs constant
protecting from the grand-
daughters of Euodia and
Syntyche (Philippians 4.2). I
am looking for about thirty
mighty men and women who
will guard my pastor with me.
The supervisory bodyguard
would be named Benaiah,
rather he  would have the char-
acteristics of that man whom
King David put in charge of his
own and his own family's pro-
tection.

When David was anointed
King over the entire land, the
people rejoiced, the City of
David was built up, and David
became more powerful.  Basi-
cally the story tells us God's

work was easily done through
David because the mighty men
- his heroes, his bodyguards -
gave his kingship strong sup-
port to extend it over the whole
land.

When my pastor was
anointed pastor of my church,

his leadership could barely be
extended over the congrega-
tion, much less over the whole
community because of the
gnats who believed they were
giants. If my pastor had a body
guard, Benaiah-like leader of a
concerted group of church
members, my pastor could do
the work of God in my church,

my town, my state!
I would suspect gnats did

not disrespect King David, but
once in Benaiah's presence. His
sword was so sharp the gnats
did not know their throat was
cut until they tried to stick
their tongue out! I can see my
pastor's executive bodyguard
Benaiah-like person snatching
the spear from the pastor's
seemingly giant menace and
killing the gnat giant with his
own spear. (By the way the
world's largest gnat, is still just
a gnat!)

Brothers and sisters, join
with me to be our pastor's body
guard with all Benaiah-like
dedication for our pastor. The
work of Christ and His Church
will be done because his body-
guards - his heroes, his mighty
men and women - gave our
pastor strong support to ex-
tend His work over the whole
land.

Pastor celebratesPastor celebratesPastor celebratesPastor celebratesPastor celebrates
55 years of ministry55 years of ministry55 years of ministry55 years of ministry55 years of ministry

Central Baptist Church of
Corinth, Mississippi, recently
honored their pastor, Bro.
Frank Wilson, as he celebrated
55 years of ministry. On No-
vember 14 the church pre-
sented Bro. Wilson with a
plaque recognizing this mile-
stone in his life. The church
also presented him with a new
suit, a special dinner during
the noon hour and an after-
noon of special music by Cross
City Quartet.

A surprise visitor was his
brother, Jerry Wilson, also a
preacher, who was flown in
from Virginia to preach the
morning service. Other special
guests from Virginia were also
present - his sister and sister-
in-law. A display of photos of
his life was presented. We ap-
preciate our pastor and thank
him for being our pastor and
our friend.

Lynda Rinehart, reporter

News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Author of sharia law
ban slams federal judge
OKLAHOMA CITY OKLAHOMA CITY OKLAHOMA CITY OKLAHOMA CITY OKLAHOMA CITY - The Oklahoma state lawmaker who wrote
the proposed ban on the use of Islamic law and other interna-
tional tenets in state courtrooms lashed out (recently) against the
federal judge who blocked it, calling her a "liberal, activist judge"
who sided with the Muslim plaintiff.

Former Republican state Rep. Rex Duncan criticized U.S.
District Judge Vicki Miles-LaGrange's ruling this week to grant
a preliminary injunction that prevents the state from certifying
the results of the Nov. 2 election. More than 70 percent of voters
approved State Question 755, which would place the Islamic law
ban into the state constitution.

Duncan, who attended the federal hearing in Oklahoma City,
said Miles-LaGrange appears to be sympathetic to the plaintiff,
Muneer Awad, a Muslim living in Oklahoma who claims the
proposed ban is unconstitutional. "She was well known to be a
liberal, activist state senator, and I don't know that her ruling is
far from what one would have expected," Duncan told The
Associated Press on Tuesday. "One would surmise that her
sympathies were with the plaintiff. But hers won't be the final
order on the matter."

Meanwhile, the Oklahoma State Election Board voted Tues-
day to ask the attorney general to appeal the court's decision to
grant a preliminary injunction. Charlie Price, a spokesman for
the attorney general's office, told The Associated Press that such
an appeal is "likely."

Duncan said he sponsored the measure because he thinks
Muslim rights groups such as the Council on American-Islamic
Relations want to hijack the U.S. legal system. "CAIR and other
groups...have been working deliberately to get sharia statutes,
sharia-compliant banking, and to expand those toe-holds further
into a greater presence in American courts," Duncan said.

Awad, the plaintiff in the suit, is the executive director of the
Oklahoma chapter of CAIR.

Duncan said he's also heard from lawmakers in as many as a
dozen U.S. states who are interested in introducing similar bills,
although he declined to say which states. "It's my understanding
that some of these efforts probably won't include sharia by name,
but will be intended to prevent foreign law, international law,
from being used in those respective state courts," Duncan said.

Gov.-elect Mary Fallin, a Republican, said Tuesday she sup-
ports the intent of preventing the use of sharia law in Oklahoma
courts. But she said she's also heard concerns from some busi-
nesses that the measure could adversely affect international
contracts. "We're going to work with incoming Attorney General
Scott Pruitt to look at how we can maintain the intent of the law,
but also deal with any of the unintended consequences that may
come out of its passage," Fallin said.

University of Oklahoma constitutional law professor Joseph
Thai described the proposed amendment as "a case study in bad
drafting" that could take years to wind through the court system.
Thai accused Duncan of pandering to voter fear for political profit
at the expense of religious minorities, the business community
and Oklahoma taxpayers.

"Oklahoma voters may not have the legal background to
understand that neither international law nor sharia law pre-
sents a credible threat to the state, but our lawmakers should
know better," Thai said. "Politicians play on fears while states-
men rise above them. It's pretty clear that politicians won the day
with the passage of the amendment."

out much evidence of a deeper
level of intellectual or spiri-
tual struggle taking place,
Barna said.

"Because the survey re-
vealed that more than two-
thirds of adults say their reli-
gious faith is very important

in their life, and a large major-
ity regularly talks to others
about matters of faith, the na-
ture of their religion-focused
reflection and discussions may
not be as substantive or
thoughtful as some observers
might imagine," Barna said.
"People do not appear to be
turning to religion as often as
assumed for answers to trou-
bling questions."

Barna Report
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1

See You at the Pole
Marks 20th Year

An estimated 1 to 2 million
students participated in the
annual See You at the Pole
prayer event in schools around
the nation and in as many as 20
other countries Sept. 22.

The movement began in 1990
when a small group of teenag-
ers in Burleson, Texas, were
burdened for their unbelieving
friends and drove to three dif-
ferent schools to pray around
flagpoles. Each year now, stu-
dents gather around flagpoles
before class on a designated
morning to pray for their
schools.

As reports continue to come
in, SYATP spokesman Doug
Clark relayed the story of a
high school student who had
prayed alone at her school's
flagpole last year and assumed
she would be alone this year.

"But when she got to the
campus, she saw a guy she'd
never met there waiting. He
told her that he was from a
Christian high school nearby
but wanted to pray for a school
that wasn't full of Christians,"
Clark wrote. "He had invited a
friend too, who was a seeker
but not a Christian. The three
of them began to pray.

"As they continued, the
friend of the Christian guy told

them that he wanted to know
God the way that he could tell
they did by the way they
prayed. His friend led him to
Christ on the spot," Clark
added.

And in Maryland, Christian
students had been warned
about a planned protest that
morning by a group of atheist
students. When it came time
to pray at the flagpole, though,
the protesters had not shown
up but 90 students were ready
to intercede for their school.

Clark advises adults to en-
courage youth in their
churches to participate in min-
istries to fellow students.
Adults can make a difference,
he said, just by telling a teen-
ager, "I'm praying for your
ministry at school. I know you
can make a difference for
Christ on our campus."
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Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

BlessingsBlessingsBlessingsBlessingsBlessings
The Lord continues to pro-

vide the needs of the college
through His people. Associa-
tions, churches, and individu-
als respond to special needs as
well as giving regular support.
I cannot over emphasize my
appreciation to everyone for
their prayers, good will, rec-
ommendations of the college to
prospects, and financial sup-
port.

Just today I received word of
an anonymous donor who has
provided a large contribution
to the college. There is no doubt
in the workers here, that the
Lord’s hand is on Southeastern
Baptist College. He is using it
to help provide Bible knowl-
edge and training to students
He sends. Former students are

serving Him in many places
around the world.

Ways to Help the CollegeWays to Help the CollegeWays to Help the CollegeWays to Help the CollegeWays to Help the College
A good number of churches

and people send offerings to
the college in memory of loved
ones or in honor of someone
special to them. Some desig-
nate these memorial offerings
to the college Foundation and
some to the college library to
purchase books in which the
name of the loved one is placed.

Since our last report, an of-
fering has been given to the
Southeastern Baptist College
Foundation in honor of Master
Jonah and Master Isaac
Hinton. May this be a blessing
to them.

Other people and churches
send regular offerings to the

Southeastern Baptist College
Foundation which are invested
and the college receives the
interest each year. The follow-
ing list of churches and indi-
viduals have given to the Foun-
dation this past year.

Churches
Antioch, Soso
Bethel, Louise
Big Creek, Soso
First Calhoun, Laurel
Helton Road, Theodore, AL
Hopewell, Laurel
Lebanon, Laurel
Paramount, Perkinston
Skyway Hills, Pearl

Individuals
Mrs. Emma Bond
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Bond
Bro. and Mrs. Horace McCombs
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Paxton
Mrs. Mary Rhoden
Dr. Medrick Savell
Bro. Charles Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Welborn
Mrs. Barbara White

Another source of help to the
ministry of the college is the
Special Reserve Fund, which
was begun by Dr. Jentry Bond.
This fund provides needed cash
in times of cash flow shortages

and has been a tremendous
help. Several associations and
some churches send offerings
for this purpose each month.

The associations and
churches who have supported
this fund for the past year are
listed below.

Associations
Big Creek Association
East Central Association
Gulf Association
Harmony Association
Hobolochitto Association
Judson Association
Mid-Central Association
Ten Mile Association
Tombigbee Association

Churches
Antioch Baptist Church, Soso
Paramount Baptist Church,
Perkinston
Washington Baptist Church,
Neely
Westover Baptist Church,
Hattiesburg

Some churches and one As-
sociation send offerings to the
Land Fund, which is a much
needed project. Those who con-
tributed this past year are:

Big Creek Association

BMA of Mississippi State
Brotherhood
First Baptist Church, Shady
Grove, Laurel
Paramount Baptist Church,
Perkinston
Riverside Baptist Church,
Ellisville

I will list other projects, as
well as the churches who send
regular offerings to the Gen-
eral Fund, in later reports.

On-Line CoursesOn-Line CoursesOn-Line CoursesOn-Line CoursesOn-Line Courses
for Spring, 2011for Spring, 2011for Spring, 2011for Spring, 2011for Spring, 2011

The courses available are:
Introduction to Psychology

Bible Manners and Customs
Bible Geography
Minor Prophets

Christian Doctrine I
Principles of Counseling
History of Christianity

Courses needed for Teacher
Recertification may be taken
at Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege. Contact the college for
more information.

Registration for the spring
semester is January 3-6.

Please continue to pray for
all of us.

 Compass Point is a Bible study re-

source that especially meets the needs 

of today’s young adults, ages 18-45, yet 

appeals to virtually every age. We call 

it Compass Point because it guides the 

learner down a path that begins with a 

clear Destination, moves forward with 

deliberate Direction, encourages insight-

ful Discovery, and fosters life-changing 

Determination in the heart of the dis-

ciple.

 Compass Point makes the truth of 

God’s Word personal and practical as it 

facilitates discussion by combining com-

mentary and questions. Beginning winter 

2010 Compass Point will be based on 

the New International Version. Order it 

for your class online at www.Disciple-

Guide.org/CompassPoint or by calling 

800-333-1442.

LET 

COMPASS 

POINT 

BE YOUR 

GUIDE
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Don Brown
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Paper
Delayed

This issue of our publication
has been delayed. We apologize
for any inconvienence this may
have caused any church or de-
partment. The delay was  due to
a short bout with a seasonal
virus by all of our empoyees (of
which there is only one) and thus
unavoidable.

West Coast
church seeks pastor
Dear fellow churches,

Eastgate Missionary Baptist
is seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. The church is located in
Walla Walla, Washington. The
church has a parsonage that is
rent free. Brad Faulk, a mis-
sionary to the Northwest, is
located 40 miles West from
Walla Walla in Pasco, WA.  This
area is in desperate need of the
gospel. Chris Winkler is the
interim pastor and plans to be
at Eastgate for a year to con-
tinue serving in ministries in
this church. Churches and min-
isters, if you know of a minister
that is called to serve the Great
Northwest and in Walla Walla,
Washington, please call Chris
Winkler at 253-509-8139. If
interested in visiting Walla
Walla or want to come, write a
letter and send an audio/video
of your sermon to the address
of Chris Winkler, 7630 S.
Yakima Ave., Tacoma, WA
98408.

Thank you & God Bless,
Bro. Chris Winkler

Dale Wirick
Dale Wirick is available for

pulpit supply where the Lord
leads. He may be reached at
228-474-8886.

HolidaysHolidaysHolidaysHolidaysHolidays
Stressing the Important

Thanksgiving is over and
Christmas is just around the
corner. Anyone finished with
their shopping yet?

In our nation and
society we have been so
abundantly blessed
that we have done
seemingly as those of
years, decades, and
centuries past have. We
have taken these bless-
ings for granted or have
gotten so use to them
that we think they will
always be there - kind
of like water and air.

The truth is they may NOT
always be there. History tells
us many things, but one thing
it does tell us is that things
change. There are hills and
valleys. Laughter and tears.
Times of harvest and times of
famine.

It would do us well to take to

heart the things that really
matter and, to borrow a phrase,
make first things first!make first things first!make first things first!make first things first!make first things first!

The spending, giv-
ing, things, trinkets
and gadgets that are
the center of most
people's attention this
Christmas season are
not really the first
things. Travis Plumlee
addresses some of this
in his article on Christ-
mas on page 8 of this
issue.

It is now early De-
cember. If we will apply our-
selves we can really 'get into
the Christmas Spirit'. Not the
children's songs or the trees or
the decorations or the cold
weather, but the God of Cre-
ation who became man so that
we could live forever.

What a love! What a Savior!
What a season!

Court validates student's
right to religious speech
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - Montana's
highest court has ruled in fa-
vor of a former Montana high
school valedictorian who was
banned from speaking at her
graduation because her speech
contained religious references.

Among Renee Griffith's
planned comments were such
statements as: "I didn't let fear
keep me from sharing Christ
and His joy with those around
me" -- and "I learned not to be
known for my grades...but for
being committed to my faith
and morals and being someone
who lived with a purpose from
God with a passionate love for
Him." She was ordered by
school officials to replace
"Christ" with the words "my
faith"; and to amend the other
statement to say she "lived with
a purpose, a purpose derived
from my faith and based on a
love of mankind."

Griffith, a co-valedictorian
of her 2008 senior class, re-
fused to do so and, conse-
quently, was prevented from
speaking at the ceremony.

Now the Montana Supreme
Court has ruled 5-1 that offi-

cials at Butte High School vio-
lated Griffith's rights to free
speech and to freedom of reli-
gion under the U.S. and Mon-
tana constitutions.  It was "un-
reasonable," said the court, "to
conclude that Griffith's brief
mention of her personal reli-
gious views would materially
and substantially disrupt the
graduation ceremony...."

The Rutherford Institute
helped to argue the case on
behalf of Griffith.  "Renee
wanted to mention Christ and
God in her graduation speech,
and the school said she couldn't
do it - then she insisted that
she be able to do it," explains
Rutherford's president, John
Whitehead.

"She was actually forbidden
from even participating in the
graduation ceremony at all,"
Whitehead continues. "So I
think this [ruling] sends a shot
across the bow of all these other
cases that have happened

continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5continued on page 5
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Moral Action
Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi

Dr. John M. Adams,Director
P.O. Box 88, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863

Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com

John Adams

Dear BMA Family,
Mrs. Adams and I wish each reader a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2011.  We

count it an honor to work with and for you in the cause of Christ.
Your support and prayers have encouraged us to do more for Him and His Kingdom.  The

year 2010 has seen many changes in our national and state governments.    Some have been
good and others not so good.

Our desire for 2011 is to make Moral Action a stronger influence, as we join thousands
of other Christians who are working to make a better America.

Dr. John and Darla Adams

Commission on Senior Adults
Vern D.Holifield, Director

4226 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440

It is good to greet our BMA
people in Mississippi during the
special Holiday Season. The
Trustees and I wish for all of
you a blessed and joyous Christ-
mas.  We trust you will have
good health and a great time of
fellowship with your family.  We
trust our pastors and churches
will experience a wonderful
time of preaching and worship.
Don't forget we celebrate the
birthday of Jesus Christ  at
Christmas time.  Give Him a
special love gift on His birth-
day.

TrusteesTrusteesTrusteesTrusteesTrustees
We were sorry that Brother

Joe Arick and Brother Bob
Conrad could not be reelected
as trustees.  Due to Dr. Eugene
Murphy's health he is not able
to serve.  These are good men
and they served you well.  We
welcome Brethren Cotton
Hillman, John Riles, and Ken-
neth Flynt to the board of trust-
ees.  Please remember  to pray
for the trustees, your Director
and the ministry of the your
Commission.

National SeniorNational SeniorNational SeniorNational SeniorNational Senior
Adult ConferenceAdult ConferenceAdult ConferenceAdult ConferenceAdult Conference

My wife and I attended the
2010 National Senior Adult
Conference.  It was one of the
best I have attended.  Mrs.
Allison Speer, the Shiloh Quar-
tet, and  a special group of
singers from  Fellowship  Bap-
tist Church, Forney, Texas, did
an outstanding job with the
music.  Brother Jerry Jolly did
a wonderful job preaching
God's Word.  I did not get the
number but the attendance was
real good. We were greatly
blessed to see "The Miracle of
Christmas."  In all the work of
the BMA we are blessed to have
a great ministry to our senior
adults. We commend Disciple
Guide and Brother Donnie
Parrish for bringing us this
great meeting.

BMA of MississippiBMA of MississippiBMA of MississippiBMA of MississippiBMA of Mississippi
2011 Conferences2011 Conferences2011 Conferences2011 Conferences2011 Conferences

The Big Creek Baptist
Church, Soso, and  Pastor Don
Brown will host the 2011 South
Conference. The date is March
29, 2011. The program for this
Conference is about finalized.
It will be a great day.  I am
believing for and praying for
350 to 400 to attend this meet-

ing.  Mark your calendar and
make plans early next year to
attend.  Pastors are urged to
promote the Conferences and
to attend.  All ages are wel-
come.

The First Baptist Church of
Mantachie, and pastor Dr. John
Adams will host the 2011 North
Conference.  The date is May 3,
2011.  The attendance to the
North Conference is growing.  I
am believing for and praying
for at least 200 to attend.  Mark
your calendar and make plans
to attend this good meeting.

The Theme for the 2011 Con-
ferences is  Discipling or Mak-
ing Disciples.  These meetings
will help us focus on the great
work of making disciples.  We
do ask that you pray for these
meetings and all who will be on
program.

Fifty Year ClubFifty Year ClubFifty Year ClubFifty Year ClubFifty Year Club
Please help us pay special

honor to our preachers that
reach fifty years in the minis-
try in 2011.  A letter and form
will be mailed soon.  Please
find the preacher that will
reach fifty years in 2001.  Com-
plete the form and mail back to
us as soon as possible..

Church andChurch andChurch andChurch andChurch and
Association VisitsAssociation VisitsAssociation VisitsAssociation VisitsAssociation Visits

We have visited several as-
sociations and churches since
my last report.  The Lord
blesses me when I visit with
our people over the state.  We
welcome the Mid-Central Bap-
tist Association  to our family
of budget givers.

Another Brother Gone HomeAnother Brother Gone HomeAnother Brother Gone HomeAnother Brother Gone HomeAnother Brother Gone Home
Brother Donnie Boutwell

moved in to heaven recently.
The trustees and I wish to ex-
tend our Christian love and
sympathy to Mrs. Boutwell  and
her family.

Research indicates that
members of the clergy now suf-
fer from obesity, hypertension
and depression at higher rates
than most Americans, accord-
ing to The New York Times.

Just in the past decade, the
newspaper said, the clergy's use
of antidepressants has risen
and their life expectancy has
fallen. A simple solution, some
say, is for ministers to take
more time off.

"We had a pastor in our study
group who hadn't taken a vaca-
tion in 18 years," Rae Jean
Proeschold-Bell, an assistant
professor of health research at
Duke University, told The
Times. "These people tend to
be driven by a sense of duty to
God to answer every call for
help from anybody, and they
are virtually called upon all
the time, 24/7."

Cell phones and social me-
dia have added new levels of
stress, The Times noted, and
soaring health care costs have
prompted some denominations

to launch wellness campaigns
urging ministers to get some
rest.

"Time away can bring re-
newal and help prevent burn-
out," a 2006 directive from the
United Methodist Church said.
Other denominations have
placed a special emphasis on
the importance of "Sabbath
days," weekdays off in place of
Sundays.

The Rabbinical Assembly, an
international association of
conservative rabbis, now rec-
ommends three or four months
off every three or four years.

"There is a deep concern
about stress," Rabbi Joel
Meyers, a past executive vice
president of the assembly told
The Times. "Rabbis today are
expected to be the CEO of the
congregation and the spiritual
guide, and never be out of town
if somebody dies. And reply
instantly to every e-mail."

A pastor in Queens, N.Y.,
admitted that being too busy is
an impediment to one's rela-

tionship with God, and clergy
health studies say ministers
have boundary issues defined
as being too easily overtaken
by the urgency of other people's
needs, The Times said Aug. 1.

"Larger social trends, like
the aging and shrinking of con-
gregations, the dwindling
availability of volunteers in the
era of two-income households,
and the likelihood that a male
pastor's wife has a career of her
own also spur some ministers
to push themselves past their
limits," The Times said.

A seven-year study by Duke
University examined more
than 1,700 Methodist minis-
ters in North Carolina and
found that compared with
neighbors in their census
tracts, the ministers reported
significantly higher rates of
arthritis, diabetes, high blood
pressure and asthma. Obesity
was 10 percent more prevalent
in the clergy group, The Times
said.

Ministers Urged to Rest

across the country - and it's a
reaffirmation that we still have
some freedom in the United
States."

A lower court had ruled pre-

viously that Griffith's civil
rights were not violated, and
the school district had argued
mentioning Christ or God in a
speech is a violation of the al-
leged "separation of church and
state."

"But the [Montana Supreme
Court] actually addresses that
and says that's not true - this is
just basically free speech and
students should have a right,
as other students have a right,
to mention what's important to
them and their lives when
they're up before the students
speaking about graduation,"
says the spokesman for The
Rutherford Institute.

Whitehead says the ruling

affirms to Christian students
that mentioning the name
"Jesus" in a speech is not taboo.

'Hypersensitivity' to name of
Jesus Christ

Steve Crampton, chief coun-
sel at Liberty Counsel, also feels
the ruling is correct on the law,
and he argues that it is just
common sense that when a
valedictorian "happens to give
some credit to Jesus Christ in
her speech, which she has
earned the right to give, that's
not official school speech en-
dorsing a religion; that's pri-
vate religious speech, which
happens to occur during a cer-
emony that the school has

helped put together."
The Liberty Counsel chief

counsel adds that the young
woman's expression of free
speech is backed by the Consti-
tution. "It seems to me this is
part of that hypersensitivity to
religion and to the name Jesus
Christ, the name which is above
every name, which is never
applied to any other topic or
term," Crampton suggests.

He decides that leftists seem
to believe that the mention of
Jesus' name in the context of a
graduation ceremony is some-
how meant to do irreparable
harm and establish a religion,
which, he concludes, is prepos-
terous.

S t u d e n t ' sS t u d e n t ' sS t u d e n t ' sS t u d e n t ' sS t u d e n t ' s
RightsRightsRightsRightsRights
from page 4from page 4from page 4from page 4from page 4
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Big Creek District WMA
The Big Creek District WMA met on October 4 at

Mt. Moriah Church, Ellisville. President Linda Smith
opened the meeting with a scripture reading. Sherry
Shows welcomed the ladies to Mt. Moriah and Bar-
bara White led us in an opening song. A devotional
was brought by Bonnie Brown titled “Noah found
grace in the eyes of the Lord”.The minutes and
treasurer’s report was read along with the corre-
sponding secretaries report. Linda Faye Dertinger
gave the GMA and Sunbeam report and urged par-
ticipation in the EIM Shepherd’s Bag program.

Judy Eavenson and Virginia Poore had a scrap
book available for viewing. Kristy Matthews was
elected as First Vice President - the one office that
was not filled at the annual meeting. Mrs. Matthews
also brought the program, “Intimacy with God”.

A resolution was presented by Mrs. Ruby Bynum
and First Baptist, Calhoun - “We the Big Creek
WMA do hereby resolve that we pray for oru WMA
and the new officers elected and for their leadership.
That we dedicate our selves to do more for the Lord
this year. That we pray for the upcoming elections
and that godly men and women will be elected to
office and that the leadership of the Lord will be
constant in their lives and decisions. Be it resolved
that we pray for our youth, that as Christian ladies
we set the Christian example before them, that we
live it, walk it, and talk it daily. Be it resolved that we
pray for our military men and women on home and
foreign fields, that we keep their families in our
prayers and that we pray for our sister churches that
are without pastors.”

Our next meeting will be January 3, at Hopewell
Church, Soso.

Sherry Shows, reporter

BMA Seminary clarifies circumstances
surrounding death of former student
Relief Fund Established for familyRelief Fund Established for familyRelief Fund Established for familyRelief Fund Established for familyRelief Fund Established for family

Michael Lazare Loua and his family moved to
Jacksonville, Texas from Dallas in 2006 to attend
BMA Seminary. He earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in 2008 and a Master of Arts in Christian
Education degree in 2009. Michel was hoping to
return to Guinea to establish a school and outreach
ministry to this predominantly Muslim
nation. Michel was the first person from Guinea to
receive a Masters degree.

Michel had made previous trips to work on a house
for his family and make preparations for a school.
Several churches had helped him with this project. 
He was trying to raise funds to take his family back
to Guinea. According to sources, he apparently be-
came involved in the political problems in Guinea,
which led to his imprisonment and execution. 

There are many reports floating around on the
internet about Michel Loua's death; however, the
true details surrounding his death may never be
known. 

Mrs. Loua received news of her husband’s death
on Monday, November 15. According to Mrs. Loua,

his body is being held in the capital until the riots
and violence, due to the recent election,
subsides. Family members in Guinea plan to take
his body back to his home for burial.

At this time it is not feasible for Elisabeth and her
family to go home, due to the impending birth of a
child and safety issues which now exist because of
the volatile climate of the country. Michel and
Elisabeth had three children, one boy and two girls,
in addition to the child soon to be born.

The seminary has a benevolence fund for students
and their families who have unexpected emergen-
cies.  Individuals and churches can send funds to the
Seminary designated for the Loua family. Gifts
should be sent to Dr. Holmes' attention, made out to
the BMA Seminary Benevolence Fund. You may
write a note to include in the letter that the gift is
designated for the Loua Family. Dr. Holmes will
make sure the funds get to Elisabeth and her family.
Mail contributions to:BMA THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARYAttention: Dr. Charley HolmesP.O. Box
670Jacksonville, TX 75766-0670

Canada looking to legalize polygamy

Public Christmas displays OK, says attorney general

OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - The British Columbia Supreme
Court is beginning debate as it considers the legal-
ization of polygamy.

A breakaway group from the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints has been actively pro-
moting and using polygamy as a practice of its faith
for years, but the Canadian government has wrestled
with questions of how and whether to crack down on
the issue.

“While polygamy is illegal in Canada, this has the
potential of changing that law," explains Dave Quist
of the Institute of Marriage and Family Canada. "If
it is defended as a freedom of religion issue, I'm not
certain where it could go - and it's a little bit dicey in
terms of what that would mean for other faiths
across the spectrum and what the implications of
that actually could be."

He does not believe a freedom-of-expression argu-
ment will bear fruit for the sect. And though he
recognizes a strong conservative element in British
Columbia, Quist points out that the region is consid-
ered to be left of center. The court, however, is
another matter.

"It's early yet to determine where the courts are
going to fall on this and whether we're going to have
any judicial activism taking on a life of its own, or
whether, in fact...the laws of the land will actually be
upheld through this time," the pro-family advocate
adds.

He suspects it will be months before the court
renders a decision, which will then go to the Su-
preme Court of Canada, where it could take several
years before a verdict is reached.

OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - Virginia's attorney general is telling
residents they are constitutionally allowed to cel-
ebrate religious holidays, even on public property.

As the Christmas season approaches, a conserva-
tive law firm thinks it important for people to know
what is permissible when it comes to public displays
of religious symbols, including displaying nativity
scenes, singing Christmas songs in public schools, or
even celebrating Christmas in the workplace.

All those activities are legal, according to a ruling
from Virginia Attorney General Ken Cuccinelli, who
concluded from the United States and Virginia Con-
stitutions that the "establishment of religion" clause
does not compel local governments to restrict reli-
gious speech on public property.

"This is a great decision by the attorney general.
I wish that other [attorneys general] would follow
the lead to set the record straight," shares Mat
Staver, founder of Liberty Counsel. "The fact of the
matter is that Christmas is constitutional; it is a
state and a federal holiday. To celebrate or acknowl-
edge the holiday season without Christmas is like

celebrating a birthday party without the honored
guest."

The Liberty Counsel founder is encouraging other
government bodies to mimic the Virginia attorney
general's action.

"Ken Cuccinelli, since being elected to office in
2009 by the largest margin of any attorney general
in the history of the Commonwealth of Virginia, has
been a trendsetter and has been consistent with the
original understanding of the Constitution," Staver
notes.

Meanwhile, Staver's firm has launched its annual
"Friend or Foe" Christmas campaign to challenge
those who defy the right of Christians to rightfully
celebrate Christmas.

Scouts, Philly settle up
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - A Boy Scouts council in Philadel-
phia has settled a long-running lawsuit with the city
over use of its headquarters.

The city voted to allow the building to be con-
structed on city property in 1928 at no cost because
of the Scouts' good work. But controversy arose
several years ago when a Scouts policy and a city
policy conflicted. Diane Gramley, who heads the
American Family Association of Pennsylvania, ex-
plains.

"Well, the Boy Scouts and the city of Philadelphia
have been duking it out for seven [or] eight years
now," she says. "...The city of Philadelphia has been
trying to evict the Scouts from their headquarters
because of their policy to not allow open homosexu-
als and atheists in as members or leaders."

The Scouts' policy runs contrary to the city's "fair
practices" ordinance, which provides special protec-
tions for homosexuals. Gramley points to the court
settlement of the long-running litigation.

"The city's not going to appeal an earlier decision
by a federal judge. They're going to instead sell the

continued onpage 7continued onpage 7continued onpage 7continued onpage 7continued onpage 7
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Applications Requested for
President of Jacksonville College

Jacksonville, Texas
POSITION:
PRESIDENT OF JACKSONVILLE COL-
LEGE

REPORTS TO:
THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR JACK-
SONVILLE COLLEGE

DEFINITION OF PRESIDENT:
The president of Jacksonville College is a

person who possesses the credentials and ex-
perience to hold a full time position as the
chief administrator of the college. The posi-
tion has responsibility for the overall direction
of the institution and for interpretation of its
purposes and goals to the broader community
including churches, associations, other educa-
tional institutions, and local, state, and fed-
eral governments. The President shall imple-
ment all policies, rules, and regulations im-
posed on the institution by the Board and by
applicable law.

SCHEDULE:
The position of president requires travel to

churches, associational meetings, and other
opportunities for the promotion of Jackson-
ville College.

POSITION DESCRIPTION/QUALIFICA-
TIONS & RESPONSIBILITIES:

The board of trustees for Jacksonville Col-
lege is seeking applicants for the position of
president.

Successful applicants will meet the follow-
ing qualifications:

Ph.D. or Ed.D. in higher education, educa-
tion, or related field from a regionally accred-
ited university.

Record of successful demonstration of edu-
cational administrative skills in the areas of
finance, budget, development, strategic plan-
ning, educational and facilities, and in educa-
tional accreditation.

Exceptional personal qualities including in-
tegrity, honest, empathy, enthusiasm, cre-
ativity and flexibility.

Ability to formulate and articulate a vision
and positive directions for the college’s future.

Knowledge of and commitment to the Jack-
sonville College mission.

Knowledge of and commitment to the
churches of the Texas Baptist Missionary As-
sociation.

Responsibilities will include effective edu-
cational leadership, administrative manage-
ment, public relations, board relations, fund
raising, budget management, and adminis-
tration of traditional and non-tradition aca-
demic programs. Additional responsibilities
may ensue as the academic programs of the
college grow and develop.

SALARY & BENEFITS: Salary is competitive
and commensurate with experience and other
qualifications.
DATE POSITION IS AVAILABLE: January
2011 or earlier as deemed appropriate.

PROCEDURE FOR APPLICATION OR
NOMINATION:
Applications will be reviewed in the order
received and will continue until December 31,
2010 or until the position is filled. In accor-
dance with applicable provisions of federal
law, applicants for employment who are in
agreement with the educational mission of
Jacksonville College are considered without
discrimination on the basis of race, age, sex
handicapping condition, national origin or
genetic information. Applications are required
and are available from the office of president,
Jacksonville College, Send completed applica-
tion, a current curriculum vita, and unofficial
transcript(s) to: Board of Trustees, Jackson-Board of Trustees, Jackson-Board of Trustees, Jackson-Board of Trustees, Jackson-Board of Trustees, Jackson-
ville College, 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, Jack-ville College, 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, Jack-ville College, 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, Jack-ville College, 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, Jack-ville College, 105 B.J. Albritton Drive, Jack-
sonville, TX 75766  -  (903) 586-2518sonville, TX 75766  -  (903) 586-2518sonville, TX 75766  -  (903) 586-2518sonville, TX 75766  -  (903) 586-2518sonville, TX 75766  -  (903) 586-2518

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY:
Moved by the need for a college in East

Texas, a group of earnest Baptists met in
Palestine, Texas, March, 1899. They formed a
permanent organization known as,  “The East
Texas Educational Society.” They proceeded
in their plans to establish an institution which
would provide academic and cultural training
under religious influence. Jacksonville became
their choice for the location of the college.

On July 20, 1899, a building site consisting
of 18 acres was bought for Jacksonville Col-
lege. The trustees gave a contract for a three-
story brick building in May, 1899. The school
opened in September with an enrollment of 34
students and before the end of the opening
session, the enrollment increased to 85 stu-
dents.

In the original organization the college was
organized on the senior college level, award-
ing the Bachelor of Arts Degree to its gradu-
ates. The college functioned as a senior college
until 1918, when it was reorganized on the
junior college level. The college has continued
to function on the junior college level since
1918, awarding its graduates the Associate in
Arts degree and the Associate in Science de-
gree.

In 1923 the original charter was amended
to provide that Articles 7, 8, and 9 be changed
to allow the Baptist Missionary Association of
Texas to become the owner of Jacksonville
College. Since that date the Baptist Mission-
ary Association of Texas has owned and oper-
ated the college. In July of 2002 the college
also became affiliated with the Southern Bap-
tists of Texas Convention.

The college is located in a city of some
12,000 inhabitants, nestled in the beautiful,
rolling hills of East Texas. The city boasts
several industries, a prosperous farming re-
gion, friendly people, a fine system of public
schools, another junior college, a national semi-
nary and many fine churches.

The student body, the strong faculty, the
campus spirit, and the location all combine to
make Jacksonville College an ideal place for
any student who seeks a sound education
which keeps Christ preeminent. See http://
www.jacksonville-college.edu/aboutjbc.htm for
more information.

Diversions
by Charles Leeby Charles Leeby Charles Leeby Charles Leeby Charles Lee

Lee is pastor of Bethel Baptist Church, Bassfield, Mississippi
and is currently a student at Southeastern Baptist College,
Laurel.

The image of that horrible sight is still vividly burned into the
recesses of my memory, though the years have wiped out most
every other recollection that occurred in my youth. Sleep is often
disturbed whenever that face appears so life like in my dreams.
Even today I shudder when I see other children faced with
similar circumstances. Even though it has scarred me for life, I
too am guilty of the same offense. The offense of accusation. The
necessity of glaring at one of my children and asking, “What did
you do and why won’t I believe you when you tell me?”

The details of the transgression have grown hazy (it’s still in
litigation), but the flared nostrils, bulging eyes, and steam
flowing from the ears of the accuser are still crystal clear.
Apparently I had been picked out of a line-up and was now
having to stand trial for something I obviously did not do. My
standard defense in these situations was to have good lie pre-
pared, but his time I was completely caught off guard and had to
resort to Plan B, stuttering. I..I...I...uh..I...I..uh.

Seeing that Plan B was failing miserably, my mind raced for
some way to get me out of this predicament. Then, like a
lightening bolt flashing across the darkened sky, Plan C came
into being. Diversion! I needed a diversion. That’s the only thing
that would save me. I prayed for a train wreck in the front yard,
which would have truly been a miracle seeing as how the nearest
railroad track was several miles away. Suddenly, sheer genius
was born. “Darrell skipped school yesterday!” And then to ally
myself with the inquisitor, “And I told him that he shouldn’t do
stuff like that cause it was wrong!”

As the warden rushed off in search of someone else to put on
the rack, I mentally pushed Plan C all the way up to Plan A. A
good lie is useful, but it can’t even hold pace with a good
diversion.

Though I felt real smug at the time, years have revealed to me
that I didn’t invent this ingenious plan. Satan has used it from
the very beginning, and even today, many of us are still running
off in the direction in which he has pointed. Take for example,
this wonderful season we celebrate - Christmas. Slowly and
subtly the devil has steered us away from its true meaning.
Shopping malls and discount stores now have our full attention.
Time has crawled on and Christ has bee replaced with an X.
Merry Christmas has been changed to Happy Holidays. To be
diverse, we have been educated to believe that we can’t be
centered solely on the Saviour of the world, but we must cel-
ebrate everyone’s belief to be politically correct.

I’m convinced that wise men still worship Him. When we look
back and see how the season has changed over the years, we can
only suppose that a few years will completely wipe away every
shred of truth of the birth of Jesus Christ. You and I can make
sure this doesn’t happen by not allowing Satan to divert us from
the real Reason for the season.

building to the Cradle of Liberty Scout Council for $500,000,
which is about half of its value," she summarizes. "But in
exchange for that, the Scouts will forgive the nearly million
dollars in legal fees the city was ordered to pay the Scouts."

A federal jury earlier this year agreed the eviction would
violate the Scouts' First Amendment rights. Gramley says the
case ought to be a warning salvo to governments around the
country about the unfairness and discriminatory effects of spe-
cial protections for homosexuals.

ScoutsScoutsScoutsScoutsScouts
from page 6from page 6from page 6from page 6from page 6

And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JESUS.

Luke 1:31
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Sofilthy's
Attic
by Barbara White

J - O - Y
There's a Bible Study teacher in our

church who has been teaching the book
of Ecclesiastes.  He has emphasized
over and over that we should enjoy
life!  Well, "them are my sentiments"!
Must of been Paul's also as he wrote
the book of Philippians.  Another writer
said;  "...neither be ye sorry; for the joy
of the Lord is your strength."
Nehemiah 8:10

The wise man who wrote
Ecclesiastes said it this way in 8:15.
"Then I commended mirth, because a
man hath no better thing under the
sun, than to eat, and to drink, and to be
merry:  for that shall abide with him of
his labor the days of his life, which God
giveth him under the sun."

I came across a little sayin' the other
day that kinds boils it down.  "Life is
short.  Eat more pancakes and fewer
rice cakes."

"TO DO" List For Christmas Preparation

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

Some people are very organized and
thrive off of having lists to organize
their day.  Still other people are more
carefree and lists tend to stress them
out.  Regardless of which type of per-
sonality you are, there are benefits
sometimes in making a
list to make sure every-
thing you want to get
done is completed.  Here
is a Christmas prepara-
tion list for you and your
family.  Do these things
in the month of Decem-
ber and you will be hap-
pier.

1.  Actually take the time to enjoy your
family.  I do not advocate sitting around
and doing nothing, but there is equal
damage done to a family that is too
busy. Remember what I teach in my
family life conferences.  B.U.S.Y.
stands for Bound Under Satan's Yoke.
Satan wants to destroy our families.
Don't fall into his trap of having us be
so busy over the holidays that we don't
really spend the time to connect with
our family.  Connect with your ex-
tended family.  Connect with your kids.
Connect with your spouse. Married
couples should still continue their once
a week date night.  Going to a company
Christmas party is a fun time of fel-
lowship, but it is still not counted as
connect time with your mate.  This
involves the two of you enjoying just
each other's company and not a multi-
tude of other people.

Sometimes it is good for kids over
the holidays to just relax. Sleep late.
Watch some clean TV or play some
decent video games.  But you abso-
lutely are killing the very soul of your
family if you allow your kids to watch

TV, play video games,
be on the computer and
constantly be on the
phone texting without
restrictions.  By them-
selves, these things are
not innately evil. When
they consume too much
time during the day, it
robs the family of com-
municating with one

another.  Every healthy, holy home
has good communication as the cen-
terpiece.  You are not connecting with
your kids when you all happen to just
be under the same roof.  They are
physically near you, but emotionally
and mentally they are miles away.
Force times when they have to inter-
act with you. They will not want to do
this. You have to be the parent.  Do
something with them - anything.
Think back to before all of this existed.
If you can't remember those days, ask
an older person what families did be-
fore they all became isolated drones to
the cell phone and electronic gadgets.
Bake.  Walk.  Play board games.  Fam-
ily Meetings.  Pray together.

2.  Go to church.  Your Christmas may
be merry, but it can't be bright without
the Morning Star.  Did you know wor-
shipping Jesus is the only single pur-
pose to the whole holiday?  You and
your family need to be in church every
service during December.  I don't have
to tell you the benefits of this. Just go
and the Holy Spirit of God will do the
rest.  He will change you. He will fill

you.  He will put some joy back in your
heart when you go to church and praise
God for Jesus.

I know the excuses.  I have heard it
all before.  You can worship God any-
where.  Yes, as long as you understand
worship.  That is giving of yourself
totally in prayer, bible study and prais-
ing him in song, etc. and doing nothing
else.  You can think about God and
shoot some sentence prayers up, but
you are not fully worshiping Him when
you are doing something else.  You are
also focused on your driving, hunting,
fishing etc. Your attention is still di-
vided. Worship is a total giving of your-
self to the exalting of our Lord.  Fami-
lies that stay together, and grow to-
gether, go to church together.  For
Christians, there is no other greater
reason to go than “it is a command in
the Bible”.  That is God's Word to us.
He said go, so we go.

3.  Eat meals together.  It is okay to eat
out. It is okay to occasionally eat in
front of the TV.  It is not okay to make
it a habit.   Functional families eat
together. The families in the Bible
always broke bread together.  In how
many stories in the Bible do we find
God's people sitting down together to
eat?  You talk and have fellowship
time.  You can't do that when you are
watching TV.  There is some interac-
tion, but it is greatly compromised.
Where is the eye contact when watch-
ing TV while you eat? According to
recent studies, the more meals that
families eat together at the dinner
table each week, the greater decrease
in percentages of depression and drug
use.  The more you eat together, the
less of both of these.  It is not a pana-
cea, but it shows there is something to
family cohesiveness when we sit down

as a family and break bread.  Start
doing this several times a week this
month.

4.  Traditions.  Don't be a Scrooge.
Everyone should help decorate. Little
kids that won't hang anything just
right - old grumpy grandpas - teens
who are put out by the whole thing -
whatever!!! Even dads who are tight
wads and angry all the time.  It will
change your attitude. Sing or play
Christmas music while the family deco-
rates.

5.  Go on walks together.  If it is too cold
the whole month of December to do
this, then move down south! Ha!  Just
kidding.  Go to the park.  Go on a hike
in the hills or at the creek.  Go on a
mid-winter picnic. Bake cookies to-
gether.  Have family devotions.  Ex-
plain the true meaning of Christmas
and what all the decorations symbol-
ize.  Families that are close have tradi-
tions that they establish and do every
year during the holidays.

Start some this year or add to them.
Notice I never have mentioned gifts.
That should not be the focus of Christ-
mas.  Jesus and your family is your
focus.  Do you want a holly jolly Christ-
mas?  Eat together. Pray together. Go
to church together.  Walk together.
Spend "no electronics" time together.
Praise Jesus for He is worthy - to-
gether.  Invite Christ into your home
this Christmas.  Be happy. Life is too
short to be miserable and misery is a
choice.  If you have Jesus, you have it
all.  It will all eventually work out for
His glory.

Hallelujah to the King!Hallelujah to the King!Hallelujah to the King!Hallelujah to the King!Hallelujah to the King!

Full-scale Noah's Ark park planned for Kentucky
FRANKFORT, Ky. (BP)FRANKFORT, Ky. (BP)FRANKFORT, Ky. (BP)FRANKFORT, Ky. (BP)FRANKFORT, Ky. (BP)--The same
group behind the Creation Museum is
partnering with another group to build
a full-scale version of Noah's Ark that
will anchor a family oriented Bible-
theme attraction costing an estimated
$150 million.

The "Ark Encounter" is scheduled
to be completed in spring 2014 and will
be built in northern Kentucky at a site
to be determined, according to a news
release. The Creation Museum -- which
by comparison cost $27 million -- also
is located in northern Kentucky in
Petersburg, near Cincinnati.

The Ark Encounter also will include
live animal shows, an aviary, a replica
of the Tower of Babel with exhibits, a
children's interactive play area, a 500-
seat 5-D special effects theater, a
lookalike first-century Middle East-
ern village and a "Walled City much

like was found in ancient times," the
release said.

Answers in Genesis -- the Christian
ministry that built the Creation Mu-
seum -- is partnering with a group
called Ark Encounter LLC to build the
Ark complex. It will be privately funded
and will employ up to 900 people ei-
ther full or part time.

"We are very pleased to be a part of
this new project," Ken Ham, president
and founder of Answers in Genesis
and the Creation Museum, said in a
statement. "AiG has been blessed to
see the Creation Museum host over
one million guests in three years. Based
on our experience and success operat-
ing the large, state-of-the-art Creation
Museum, our board believes the time
is right to partner with the Ark En-
counter in building a full-scale Noah's
Ark. We hope that this fun and educa-

tional complex called the Ark Encoun-
ter will become another popular tour-
ist destination for the state."

Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear also
applauded the effort.

"We are excited to join with the Ark
Encounter group as it seeks to provide
this unique, family friendly tourist
attraction to the Commonwealth,"
Beshear said in a statement. "Bring-
ing new jobs to Kentucky is my top
priority, and with the estimated 900
jobs this project will create, I am happy
about the economic impact this project
will have on the Northern Kentucky
region."

Opened in 2007, the Creation Mu-
seum is a 70,000-square-foot museum
that gives a scientific explanation for
an orthodox interpretation of the Gen-
esis creation account.
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