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A BMMI Trip To Haiti

BMMI Team members left to right - Don Brown, Jim Brewer, Dr. Ralph Izard,
Pastor Gervil Octave, Jesse Hails, Jean Lavoie, Jim Earl, Dr. John Ladd and
Mike Poirier.

by Don Brown, editor
Ever since I became famil-

iar with the Medical Ministry
of the BMA of America (Bap-
tist Medical Missions Interna-
tional) I have looked forward
to the possibility of making
one of these trips. Not possess-
ing any 'medical skills', I often
wondered, "What could I do on
such a trip?"

Service is service, no matter
the form or qualifications. I
learned to count in the early
grades of my elementary school
education. This was basically
the skill I carried to Haiti and
was able to put it to good use.
Counting pills to fill prescrip-
tions proved that the ability to
count was beneficial. I even
improved my skills of visually
recognizing groups of 5. This is
very beneficial when you are
pressed for time in reaching
the desired number of 10, 30 or
60. I even developed the abil-
ity to almost read a doctor's
writing.

Our trip was December 2 - 7
to the nation of Haiti. All of our
work was in the capitol city of
Port-au-Prince. I was aware of
the damage from the 2010
earthquake and was told of the
poor living conditions.

We can read about such

things and actually know that
they are real, but when you see
(and smell) them first hand,
that is when reality sets
in and you understand
the extremely poor con-
ditions these people live
in.

When we landed in
Haiti and were going
through customs, all of
the medicines we
brought for the people
of Haiti were confis-
cated by customs offi-

cials. Even
with ex-
treme ef-
forts by
some on
our team, we were
unable to get the
medicines re-
turned to us.
Our team con-

sisted of 8 indi-
viduals. BMMI
Director Dr.
Ralph Izard and
team members,

Dr. John Ladd, North Ameri-
can Church Planter Mike
Poirier, Registered Nurse Jean

Lavoie of Canada and a friend
of Bro. Poirier, Registered
Nurse Jim Earl of  Aledo Illi-
nois, Jesse Hails (a member of
FBC Galena, Kansas), Jim
Brewer (BMA Missions ware-
house manager) and this
writer.

Children from the Children's Home visited by the
BMMI team in Haiti.

Dr. Ralph Izard makes plans for Tuesday's visit
of the medical team to Bethel Baptist Church.
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Clayton Resigns as
Director of DiscipleGuide

Dr. Clayton

Dr. Kevin Clayton has sub-
mitted his resignation as ex-
ecutive director of
DiscipleGuide Church Re-
sources effective December 31,
2011. Clayton has accepted the
pastorate of Bethel Baptist
Church, Fulton, Mississippi.
Below is a statement from Dr.
Clayton.

“It has been my honor and
privilege to serve my Lord and
the BMAA as Executive Direc-
tor of DCR for the last five
years. These have been years
wrought with many changes
in this organization brought

on by the
merger, as
well as by
e x t e r n a l
forces in the
publishing
i n d u s t r y .
Even in
c h a n g i n g
times, we all
know assuredly that our God
changes not and His Word is
eternally established. The
methods utilized in taking “all
the Word to all the world” may

continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas
May God Grant You Peace,

Safety and His Love
During This Season &

in the New Year

Editor Don Brown
and the Trustees of

The Publicaton's Department
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From The
Mind of

Chuck Lee

Seasons
Many people count time by referring to the seasons:  Spring,

Summer, Fall, and Winter.  I have often felt that these people
have limited the number scale by not also including the New
Year, Easter, Thanksgiving, and Christmas seasons.  There
was the time when my son and I were at a department store
when I looked at my watch and realized it was getting close to
church time.

“Uh oh, son, we have to go!  It’s almost time for church.”  As
I grabbed his wrist and ran down the
aisle to the exit, I heard a young
man exclaim to his wife, “I didn’t
know it was Easter Sunday”!  I hope
he quickly bought his wife a new
dress and rushed off to church.

Can a man buy his wife a dress
quickly?  Maybe on Easter Sunday.
The problem was it was the middle of
July and a Wednes- day evening.
Therein lies the problem of not
knowing your sea- sons - you have
to fork over unnec- essary cash to
buy dresses.

I am able to avoid these frivo-
lous expenses by being thoroughly acquainted with the sea-
sons.  There is squirrel season, bow season, gun season,
primitive weapon season, gun season again, and bow season.
Then comes turkey season, which blends together with fish-
ing season.  Then you have a season of hot weather, which by
the way is a good season to get married in, seeing that for
every anniversary to come for the next hundred or so years,
it won’t interfere with your other seasons.  It is really quite
simple.

Some people add rabbit season and duck season to their
calendars, but I try not to complicate things.  I used to have
frog season on mine until late one night as the spotlight fell on
the widest set of frog eyes I had ever seen, the boat creeping
stealthily toward the mesmerized amphibian, hand poised to
grab the tasty hopper,… the pair of eyes became attached to
a good sized gator!  To avoid being called “Nubs” for the rest
of my life, we let the gator enjoy his night on the marsh.
Chicken tastes just as good anyway and doesn’t hop out of the
grease when being fried.

Solomon mentions seasons.  As far as I can tell, he only
mentions fishing season though:  “A time to keep, and a time
to cast away.”  However, I am not a theologian and some Bible
scholar out there probably knows where turkey season is
mentioned.

As for me, I need to go to Madam Cici’s Dress Emporium to
see if I can prepare for the next season.  If momma doesn’t get
a nice dress, none of my seasons get to happen.
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by Diane Ward, National Walk/Run for the World Coordinator, Lifeword Media Ministries
Lifeword is God’s ministry,

and we continually look to him
to provide for our needs as we
strive together with our
churches to fulfill the Great
Commission.  Offerings from
the annual Lifeword Walk/Run
for the World provide about
one-third of our annual bud-
get, and that is why your giv-
ing is so vitally important to
us.

If you, as a sponsor or walker,
have not yet turned in your
Walk/Run offerings to

Lifeword, please do so by Fri-
day, December 30, 2011, in or-
der for your church to qualify
for a free mission trip.  Please
designate all checks to the
Lifeword Walk/Run.  Two
people from the church that
raises the most money and two
people from the church that
raises the most money per
capita will be awarded an over-
seas trip.  The winners will be
announced in January.

Lifeword Executive Director
Steve Crawley said, “The

Lifeword team appreciates the
confidence that the churches
place in this ministry through
their faithful support.  Every
soul won and discipled through
the gospel programming of
Lifeword is a return on your
church’s investment.”  We in-
vite you to visit our website
(www.lifeword.org) to view vid-
eos of how God has worked
throughout 2011, and we thank
you for your prayers and sup-
port as we move into a new
year of ministry opportunities.

Churchless Christianity
by Larry Barkerby Larry Barkerby Larry Barkerby Larry Barkerby Larry Barker

Director of Operations North AmericaDirector of Operations North AmericaDirector of Operations North AmericaDirector of Operations North AmericaDirector of Operations North America
BMA of America Missions DepartmentBMA of America Missions DepartmentBMA of America Missions DepartmentBMA of America Missions DepartmentBMA of America Missions Department

We are commanded by
Christ to “make disciples.”
Somewhere along the way,
making disciples became count-
ing converts to some. The fer-
vor and excitement of seeing
people saved caused some to be
haphazard with what hap-
pened to the new convert once
they accepted Christ.

Those who made this mis-
take are reaping the sad re-
sults of today. Because disciples
were not being developed lead-
ers were not being reproduced.
Evangelism is the doorway

to the life of discipleship and
every church needs to make
sure there is a clear and easy
process of how discipleship
takes place. This is probably
best demonstrated in what
some refer to as the “electronic”
church, available to many to
make it easier for the consumer
of the Christian “product.”

These TV churches allow the
individual to go to church by
themselves, all alone. There is
no involvement except maybe
a financial one, no opportunity
to serve others, no church ordi-

nances, no fellowship, no pas-
toral care and no consistent
Biblical teaching. This phenom-
enon yields a highly privatized
understanding of what it means
to be a Christian.

If not careful the doctrine of
the priesthood of the believer
turns into the “autonomous
self.” There is a great accep-
tance of human spirituality, “I
speak;” instead of Biblical spiri-
tuality, “God speaks.” The in-
dividual gains access to the
spiritual on their own terms, in
their own time, in their own
way, for their own benefit. The
individual begins to define their
own reality but defining real-
ity, is a divine prerogative re-
served only for God!

Before “amening” how wrong
it is for an individual to set
themselves up as lord of their
own lives, we must ask our-
selves if we are more concerned
about our personal preferences
and agendas than we are the
Word of God. Have we elevated
our opinions
or traditions over the Word of
God?

We have preached against
churches that have openly de-
clared that they have
two foundations (i.e. Roman
Catholic) from which the
church receives revelation.
They constantly have to decide
which is the most authorita-
tive and Scripture is silenced
when it does not agree with
those who are in control of the
church’s policy making. The air
is given that they believe in the
authority of Scripture, but it is
those in authority who decide
to place a “gag” over the mouth
of Scripture as Luther put it.

They did not oppose biblical
inspiration, but their practice

was elevated over the Bible’s
authority. A church cannot
function in a healthy manner if
it does not place itself under
the Bible as its sole authority.
It is the binding and authorita-
tive guide for every belief and
practice. We cannot claim to
believe the Bible’s authority if
we set it aside to build the
church in our own way. There
are many examples of tradi-
tions that we have elevated over
the Scriptures. It is interesting
how we have preached that the
church is not a building (the
word church is always used in
the New Testament speaking
of people, never of buildings or
administrative structures) but
we almost always think of
church as what
is going on in the building.

Those who say they desire to
be “spiritual” but are not inter-
ested in church, are misled.
The biblical norm of God’s
people was not to stay away
from the worship meetings.
(Heb. 10:25) We must remem-
ber that God’s presence and
blessing not only came in pri-
vate moments but also when
they had gathered together to
worship.

But remember a church can
meet under a tree, in a cave, in
a home, in an apartment build-
ing and in homes. Churchless
Christianity has nothing to do
with biblical Christianity, but
neither does a church that has
a wonderful building but is not
honoring,
reflecting and proclaiming who
God is and what He has done in
Christ.

Has “doing church” become
more about structures, pro-
grams, management, advertis-
ing and having services than
making disciples? Have we be-
come preoccupied with the
machine instead of focusing on
being who we are supposed to
be and reaching our neighbors
for Christ? Who we are is far
more important than what we

do because character is more
important than how competent
we are in keeping the organi-
zation finely tuned. A
healthy church builds disciples
who understand the impor-
tance of being who God wants
them to be, whether worship-
ing with other believers, on the
ballfield or at our place of
employment!

Message to atheists:
Don't cross this
Tennessee town
OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - An atheist group
has sued a small town in Tennes-
see over a cross on a city water
tower.

Several years ago, the resi-
dents of Whiteville raised money
to erect a large cross atop the
town's water tower. Freedom
From Religion Foundation ob-
jected, and finally Mayor James
Bellar had one arm of the cross
removed.

"As a result of what they had
done to Whiteville, the people in
Whiteville just more or less took
it upon themselves to start a cam-
paign to put crosses up all over
this part of Tennessee that they
could," the mayor explains. "And
it's just been like a crusade down
here with people making crosses
and sticking 'em in their yard,
putting 'em on sides of buildings,
and everything else."

In front of city hall, citizens
placed two other crosses on the
right of way and the mayor put up
a cross outside his business. That
action made the atheist group an-
gry, so they filed suit on behalf of
a lone atheist.

"[In] the letters that I received
originally, this person was iden-
tified as a 'Whiteville resident
and taxpayer,'" says Bellar. "In
the lawsuit, that person has now
morphed into a 'John Doe who
occasionally comes to Whiteville
to transact business.'"

In short, it is one atheist trying
to shut down the speech of the
town's majority who happen to be
Christian. Mayor Bellar says the
town will not stand for it and will
defend itself against the lawsuit.
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be changing, but the mission remains the same.
What a privilege and responsibility we have as
believers to fulfill the mandate of the Great
Commission!

After eight years of service to our association
in a director’s role (three years in North Ameri-
can missions), I have reached the inescapable
conclusion that I still possess “a pastor’s heart.”
After months of prayer regarding God’s will for
my life, I have accepted the call of the Bethel
Baptist Church of Fulton, Mississippi, to serve
as their Senior Pastor, effective January 1, 2012.
Though my family and I are truly excited by this
opportunity, we are grieving over leaving our
DiscipleGuide family and the many friends we’ve
made in Texarkana. DiscipleGuide will always
be dear to my heart and vital to the work of our
association. All the members of our Board of
Directors and every employee at DCR will abide
in my prayers forever. They are an amazing
group of Christian workers!”

Kevin W. Clayton, D.Min.
Executive Director
DiscipleGuide

Clayton Resigns
from page 1

Don Brown
Editor

January 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special EmphasisJanuary 2012 - Special Emphasis

Our Need - $10,000Our Need - $10,000Our Need - $10,000Our Need - $10,000Our Need - $10,000

Strong Effort Needed !!Strong Effort Needed !!Strong Effort Needed !!Strong Effort Needed !!Strong Effort Needed !!
LAUREL, MS - Editor Don Brown urges all of the supporting churches of
the Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi to make a special effort to
help raise additional operating funds for the Publication's Department
Special Emphasis Drive during January 2012.

Brown stated that the January Emphasis offering each year needs to raise
about 10% of the department's annual operating income. "Our goal for this
year is to raise at least $10,000," Brown said.  He continued, "We are asking
each church to give a generous offering to help us maintain a good fiscal
operation.

That I may publish ... and tell of all thy wondrous works.
Pslam 26:7
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Ohio GOP Senate leader
suspends 'heartbeat' hearings
COLUMBUS, Ohio COLUMBUS, Ohio COLUMBUS, Ohio COLUMBUS, Ohio COLUMBUS, Ohio - A bill imposing the most
stringent abortion limit in the nation has been put
on hold in Ohio after backers who had defended its
constitutionality for almost a year asked for a pile
of last-minute language changes.

The leader of the Ohio Senate said Wednesday
he was suspending hearings on the bill, which
would ban abortions after the first detectable fetal
heartbeat, because more than 20 proposed amend-
ments by supporters were creating confusion.

"These eleventh hour revisions only serve to
create more uncertainty about a very contentious
issue," Republican Senate President Tom Niehaus
of New Richmond said in a statement.

Kellie Copeland, executive director of NARAL
Pro-Choice Ohio, called the decision a victory for
abortion rights supporters. Though there is an-
other year in the two-year legislative session for
the attention-grabbing bill to re-emerge, Copeland
said the suspension gives opponents more time to
talk about the dangers in the bill.

The so-called heartbeat bill passed the GOP-led
Ohio House in June. It had been stalled in the
Republican-controlled Senate for months, until
initial hearings began last week.

Niehaus did not specify how much time would be
needed to weigh the supporter's revisions. But he
said he could not move forward on a bill that "has
so far created more confusion than consensus."

Faith2Action President Janet Folger Porter said
she will hold Niehaus to his word to get a vote on
the bill before the end of the year. Legislative
activity for the year was expected to wrap up this
week, but she said that could change.

"He suspended it today, but he's president of the
Senate and when you're president of the Senate
you can have a hearing tomorrow, you can have a
hearing next week, you can call a session any time
you want," she said. "That's the beauty of having
the gavel."

"We are supportive of the bill as it came out of
the House, but we're also supportive of the Senate's
suggestions," she said. "That's how the legislative
process works, isn't it?" She said the proposed
changes were submitted last week.

The measure would outlaw abortions at the first
detectable fetal heartbeat - sometimes as early as
six weeks into pregnancy.



4 December 15, 2011 •  Mississippi Baptist

Opinion Page
Journal of the Baptist Missionary Association of Mississippi

Don J. Brown, Editor
E-Mail - editor@msbaptist.org
Web site  www.msbaptist.org

USPS 353-960
P.O. Box 8181

Laurel, Mississippi 39441-8000

Phone  601-426-3293
Fax   601-763-4430

PRICE
$20.00 Per Year by Mail

$10.00 Per Year by Email
CHURCH PLAN
$ 1.30 Per Month

Published on the 1st and 15th of each month by the Baptist Missionary
Association of Mississippi. Periodical postage paid at Hattiesburg,
Mississippi 39402.

Postmaster: Send address changes to the Mississippi Baptist Paper,
P.O. Box 8181, Laurel, MS 39441-8000.

Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

Due to contacts that Jesse
Hails had in Haiti, we were
able to acquire a good quantity
of medicine to help us begin
seeing patients. Drs. Izzard and
Ladd were able to locate a place
to purchase more medicine and
supplies. Even though we were
not able to have all the items
we desired, the team minis-
tered to around 400 individu-
als.

We saw kids at a children's
home and also some adults who
brought their children. The

team was blessed to get to stay
at a Mennonite compound dur-
ing our trip. This group has a
great water well ministry in
Haiti. They drill deep water
wells to provide healthy, po-
table water to the people.

The living conditions for the
great majority of Haitians are
extremely poor. Tent cities are
still very much in use and those

BMMI Trip To Haiti
continued from page 1

who have homes or
shelter of a differ-
ent kind live mostly
in abject poverty.

We were able to
minister to the
medical needs of a
large number of the
Haitians that the
Mennonites are
reaching.

On Sunday, De-
cember 4, we attend-
ing worship services
with the Bethel Bap-

tist Church and Pas-
tor Gervil Octave. The
services were most
similar to the worship
services conducted in
the majority of our
churches back home.

Due to the efforts to
obtain more medica-
tion and to also get
the supplies we
brought with us re-
leased, Monday was a
'down day' for some of
the team. The rest was
appreci-

ated. On Tuesday,
we went back to the
church and saw
over 160 patients.

The people's
needs, both eco-
nomic and medical,
are great and it was
a blessing to be a
part of this mission
effort. BMMI is a

needed
ministry
t h a t
travels
to coun-
tries all over the
globe to help meet
the medical needs of
various people
groups and to share
the love of God with
them.
I encourage two
things for those

Our mode of travel was in the back of a small
Toyota pickup. The trips were generally 2 to 3
hours long just to get around in the city. Traffic
was a serious issue.

Mike Poirier (right) translate for Dr. Ladd.

Dr. Izard (center in cap) writes prescription for
patients

North American Church Planter Mike Poirier brought
the morning message at Bethel Baptist Church.

reading these words. First, sup-
port this ministry with your
prayers and your financial sup-
port. The need is great. Sec-

ond, I encourage those with
special medical skills to sign
up for and participate in this
great ministry.

The trips are not cheap.
Team members must pay their
own expenses. What a great
investment in the lives of oth-
ers you will be making by using
your skills, time and funds to
minister to others.

If you can not go can not go can not go can not go can not go  on one of
these trips, then participate by
helping to finance the trip of
those who have the skills to

share and who can go. I think
the term is GIMP. Go In My
Place.

For me, this trip was eye-
opening. I learned much and
the experience gives me a new
perspective on the needs of oth-
ers. We are so blessed as a
nation. May God bless us to
continually realize that and
share our blessings with those
not as fortunate.

Our prayers are for safety
and blessings to Dr. Izard and
each individual who serves on
a BMMI team. May the Lord's
blessings be theirs as they bless
others.

BREAKING NEWS
YYYYYouth Department Wouth Department Wouth Department Wouth Department Wouth Department Winter Camp Cancelledinter Camp Cancelledinter Camp Cancelledinter Camp Cancelledinter Camp Cancelled

by Dwight Lindsey, Directorby Dwight Lindsey, Directorby Dwight Lindsey, Directorby Dwight Lindsey, Directorby Dwight Lindsey, Director
I regret to inform you that the 3rd annual Winter Camp has

been cancelled due to a lack of registered campers.  We apologize
to those who were looking forward to this event.  Please pray for
your Youth Department and its efforts to serve the Lord.

National Missions Symposium SetNational Missions Symposium SetNational Missions Symposium SetNational Missions Symposium SetNational Missions Symposium Set
by Dr. John David Smithby Dr. John David Smithby Dr. John David Smithby Dr. John David Smithby Dr. John David Smith

Executive Director of MissionsExecutive Director of MissionsExecutive Director of MissionsExecutive Director of MissionsExecutive Director of Missions
The National Missions Symposium will be held January 17-18

at the Central Baptist Church in Conway, Arkansas. The empha-
sis this year will be placed on the ‘White Fields of the United
States’ as we think toward church multiplication. Keynote speak-
ers will be J.D. Payne from Southern Seminary in Louisville,
Kentucky, and host pastor Don Chandler. The schedule will
include numerous missionaries and church planters, as well as
time to cast vision and explain systems for church multiplica-
tion. We pray all of you will attend. The meeting will begin at 7:00
PM on Tuesday th17th and conclude with the Wednesday evening
service on the 18th.
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Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Hotel Information for 2012
Baptist Missionary Association of America

Annual Meeting
April 16-18, 2012

Jackson, Mississippi

The following hotels have agreed to offer group rates to those
attending the 2012 BMAA meeting in Jackson, Mississippi April 16-
18.  The Hilton Garden Inn and Marriot have been designated as
primary hotels.

Hotel Room Rate Deadline
for Group Rate

Cabot Lodge
2375 North State Street $89 April 1
601-948-8650

Hilton Garden Inn $109 March 25
235 West Capitol Street Triple-$119
601-969-8544 (ask for Quad- $129
group sales)

Marriott Downtown $119 March 16
200 East Amite Street
601-969-5100 (ask for
reservations)

Sleep Inn & Suites Downtown $89.99
209 South Gallatin Street King $89.99
601-896-0390 King Suite  $99.99

To ensure the group rates, please be sure to indicate that you are
with the Baptist Missionary Association of America when calling to
make your hotel reservations.

Recreational vehicles may be parked in a lot behind the convention
center (no hookups). Camp sites with hookups are available at the
Mississippi Coliseum (601-961-4000) or at Le Fleurs Bluff (601-987-
3923)

BMAA Committee on Arrangements
Charles Attebery

Leon Carmical
James Ray Raines

Bryson Haden
Bryson Hayden is available for

pulpit supply or as the Lord may
lead. He may be reached in
Vicksburg at 662-251-0443.

George Rogers
Dr. George Rogers is available

to preach, fill in, pastor, or in any
way serve the Lord.  He is avail-
able at 248 Joe Lee Road,
Lumberton, MS 39455;
gw.rogers@sbcglobal.net, or by
phone at 601-310-5287 .

Dale Wirick
Bro. Dale Wirick is available

for pulpit supply where ever the
Lord leads. He may be reached
at 228-623-5466 or 228-249-
3731.

BMAA Pastor
Releases New Book

Can real life and the Bible
mix? Can real wisdom be found
in the common, everyday
events when viewed through
the scriptures? Retired BMAA
Pastor James Barr believes so!
The former Senior Pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church brings
together the wisdom found in
the scriptures with real life
challenges in his newly re-
leased book , For His Glory: A
Kaleidoscope of Wisdom
(www.amazon.com/author/
jamesbarr).

Compiling a series of per-
sonal memoirs, historical facts,
and biblical biographies, Pas-
tor Barr presents the reader
with practical and useful views
that will enrich his or her life.
Short,
pointed and positive, For His
Glory: A Kaleidoscope of Wis-
dom, which can also be found
on his website
www.net153.com, is a collec-
tion of inspirational thoughts
presented in an easy and en-

joyable manner. Like looking
through a kaleidoscope, the
beauty of God’s wisdom and
glory come to life for today’s
reader. Although deep biblical
truths are shared, they are
shared within an often amus-
ing common sense manner that
all ages will benefit from. Cur-
rently Pastor Barr’s book is only
offered online at Amazon.com
or through the author’s website
net153.com.

James (Jim) Barr has a total
of almost forty years in the
ministry serving as Pastor, and
Missionary. Bro. Barr also con-
ducts both short and extensive
fun workshops on Finding
God’s Wisdom for Your Life for
churches, bookstores, auxiliary
church groups, and clubs. He
may be contacted through
email at
pastorbarr@hotmail.com or by
phone (812) 325-0158. More
information concerning author
Barr and his book is available
at www.amazon.com/author/
jamesbarr.

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

A Dozen Things to do in 2012
I want to share some things

for you to consider doing in
2012.  It is a new year and it is
time to make some changes for
the better and for God's glory.
You will not find in this list,
praying and Bible study.  Those
are things we should do every
day, all day - just like breath-
ing.  It should be a natural part
of our every day existence.  Of
course, if it isn't, then you
should definitely have that as
a goal for 2012.  And all of us
can increase our prayer time
and our personal study time in
the Word.  I'm just trying to
give you some ideas outside of
the usual new year's goals of
lose weight and take a class on
something.

Here are a dozen ideas that
you might consider doing in
2012.  You can even post this
article somewhere on your desk
or in your bedroom and check
the things off as you accom-
plish them.  Remember, no
matter what your new year's
goals are: do all for the glory of
the Lord.  I Corinthians 10:31

1.  Hug more than ever before.
Try to increase the amount of
affection you give to those
around you.  We live in an ever
increasing cold and uncaring
world.  We need to not only tell
people that we love them, we
need to show them.  For some
of you this will be a real chal-
lenge.  But everyone can do it.
Hug someone each day who
means something to you.

2.  Witness to someone.  They
may not accept Jesus as their
savior, but you have to try.  It is
a command from God.  We are
to tell others who Jesus is, and
that they need him.  When was
the last time you worked at
leading someone to Jesus?
Make it a goal in 2012.

3.  Encourage others.  I Thess.
5:11.  No matter how much you
encourage others, set out in
2012 to encourage all those
around you. Start at home and
spread outwardly.  Smiles,
handshakes, hugs, visits, and
most importantly some encour-
aging words.  Build others up.

4.  Let go of your anger.  Set as
a goal to not get angry over
something at least once a week.
It is simply a choice. It is some-
thing that you do actually get
mad about, but instead of re-
sponding how you always have
in the past with anger, you

choose to withdraw and walk
away.  A soft answer turns away

wrath.  Being slow to anger is
the best way to be.  Pray for
them. Bless them.  And walk
away. You will find out that
you can in fact control your
anger.  It is a choice.  I will
choose one thing each week to
not go to World War III over.
And keep growing from there.

5.  Forgive someone this year.
You will never have total heal-
ing until you practice forgive-
ness.  Forgiveness is for you,
not them.  You can ask for it,
text it, mail it or keep it in your
heart privately but still give it
to God.  It frees you up.  And we
are required to do this one also.
You will be happier and free of
torment when you practice for-
giveness.

6.  Visit an older person.  Have
as a resolution to visit an eld-
erly person on a regular basis
throughout 2012.  It doesn't
have to be weekly, although
that would be amazing.  Even
just once a month would help
end one of the cruelest realities
in human existence- loneliness.
It can be a relative or a total
stranger in an apartment or
nursing home. It could be a
shut-in from your church.  Drop
by and say hello to a dear older
person.

7.  Mentor a young person.  On
a monthly basis, find one or
two young people that you can
mentor.  Pass on wisdom. En-
courage.  Do something with
them. Older women and men
are to teach the younger ones
about life.  Pray and pick out a
kid at your church and just
make it a point to go up and
speak something nice to them
each week. Add a smile.

8.  Personal growth spiritually.
Many people set goals of grow-
ing intellectually by learning
something new. Set a goal to do
something that causes you to
grow spiritually anew. Study
something different. Go some-
where.  Increase your medita-

tion and devotion time.  You
can't go wrong when you grow
right.  Seek God for guidance.

9. Get a ministry.  We all are
suppose to serve Jesus by serv-
ing others. Find somewhere to
serve others at least once a
month. Be committed and do
this.  Don't neglect the work.

10.  Testify.  At least once a
week, tell someone, some-
where, how God has been good
to you.  Not just at church, tell
a neighbor or co-worker.  Make
it a weekly habit to share that
our God is good all the time.  It

continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7
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Mississippi W.M.A.
Blinda Lee, President

77 Morrow Rd., Purvis,MS 39475
601-596-3417

blinda.lee@lamarcountyschools.org

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443
601-729-5638

Adult Sunday School resources from 

DiscipleGuide offer your church a struc-

tured curriculum for every Sunday and 

coordinated, Bible-intensive, life-oriented 

studies. 

Compass Study Guide
The same resource you have known and 

trusted for almost 60 years.

King James Version

Compass Point Study Guide
Compass Point, for today’s young adults, 

provides an interactive format of Bible 

study.

New King James Version

Order online at 

DiscipleGuide.org/QuickOrder or call 

customer service at 800-333-1442.

Resources You Can Trust

Ten Mile WMA ReportTen Mile WMA ReportTen Mile WMA ReportTen Mile WMA ReportTen Mile WMA Report
2010-2011 Theme -
All for One Ephesians 4; 4-6

There is one body and one
Spirit even as ye are called in
one hope of our calling.  One
Lord one faith one baptism One
God and Father of all who is
above all and through all and
in you all.

The Ten Mile WMA held
their meeting, on October 10,
2011, at Paramount Baptist
Church, in Perkinston.  The
meeting was called to order by
the President Mrs. Myrtis
Mallett.

Devotional was brought by
Sister Denise DeVaughn from
1 John 4:7-16 titled “Love of
God”. GMA member Paige Wil-
liams blessed us all, played her
Clarinet “Jesus Loves Me” and
the GMA’s sang “O How I Love
Jesus”.

Sister Geraldine Necaise
gave her report on Mississippi

Baptist Gleaner and passed out
tracks.

Sister Paula Prickett gave
her report on Sunbeams and
GMAs. They will be attending
the New Heart Mission Church
in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
Nikki Pricket is coming home
from her Indonesia Mission trip
in December.

We enjoyed refreshments
and a great fellowship with
Paramount Baptist Church.
Our next meeting will be on
January 9, 2012, 7:00 PM at
Pleasant Hill Baptist Church.

Reporter Maria Ochoa

Northeast District WMANortheast District WMANortheast District WMANortheast District WMANortheast District WMA
The Northeast District WMA

met November 15th at South
Green Street Baptist Church,
Tupelo, Mississippi. Mrs. Dot
Emison welcomed everyone to
the meeting. Mrs. Patti Harlow
gave the response thanking
South Green Street for hosting

the meeting and preparing the
meal. There were 39 present
with seven visitors, including
two from Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church. Applause was given
Debbie Hopper in appreciation
for printing the 2011-2012
handbook. Thanks Debbie, you
did a great job! Donna
Lawrence gave a report of the
yearly state WMA meeting held
in Laurel, on October 17.The
State project for 2011-2012 will
be the Shepherd Bag Ministry.
Seventy-five percent of the
money will go to the Shepherd
Bag Ministry and 25 % will go
to the General Fund. Dona-
tions may be sent to Mrs.
Shirlene Smith, 730 Highway
533, Laurel, MS 39443

Mrs. Donna asks all the
WMA ladies to send your fa-
vorite recipe to be made into a
cookbook. Recipes may be sent
to Beth Caldwell, 166 Twin
Creek Road, Lucedale, MS

39452.
South Green Street prepared

a wonderful program. Bro. Jim
Martin sang two songs, “The
Stone is Rolled Away” and “He
is Risen.” Mrs. Elizabeth
Fairchild sang “How Great
Thou Art.” Bro. Blake McCain
brought a message on Martha
and Mary, godly women who
worshiped before they worked.

A meal was enjoyed after the
meeting. Thanks ladies, you did
a swell job and I know God will
bless you for it.

The next meeting will be at
Bethel Baptist Church Febru-
ary 14, 2012.

Betty Moody, Reporter

2011-2012
State WMA

Theme
“So Send I You”

John 20:12

Scroll fragments could
'shed light' on O.T. text
FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)FORT WORTH, Texas (BP)FORT WORTH, Texas (BP) --
The potential contribution to
Dead Sea Scroll scholarship of
nine scroll fragments owned
by Southwestern Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary was under-
scored when several SWBTS
professors discussed their re-
search to date during the Soci-
ety of Biblical Literature's 2011
meeting in San Francisco.

"Southwestern's scrolls con-
tain readings of Old Testament
passages that are nowhere else
attested," Ryan Stokes, assis-
tant professor of Old Testa-
ment, noted after the SBL's
three-day mid-November
meeting. "We are just begin-
ning to comprehend their im-
portance for the field, but we
expect them to shed light on
how we came to have the Old
Testament text that we have
today."

Southwestern Seminary cur-
rently houses the largest col-
lection of fragments owned by
an institution of higher educa-
tion within the United States.
The seminary will host an ex-
clusive exhibit of the scrolls
from July 2, 2012, to Jan. 11,
2013. To learn more about
Southwestern Seminary's ex-
clusive "Dead Sea Scrolls and
the Bible" exhibit, visit http://
seethescrolls.com.

At the SBL meeting, South-
western professors introduced
the scroll fragments to the aca-

continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7



 7December 15, 2011 •  Mississippi Baptist

CHILDREN'S HOME
118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-3928

SIDNEY DAVIS
DIRECTOR

Tornado Near HomeTornado Near HomeTornado Near HomeTornado Near HomeTornado Near Home
A tornado touched down in

the early hours of the morning
on Wednesday, November 16
in Jones County.  The tornado
made its track near the Missis-
sippi Baptist Children’s Home
crossing Hwy 15 North between
Lowe Road and Trace Road.
The Home is located at 118
Lowe Road, so you can see how
close the tornado came. By the
time the storm reach the Shady
Grove community according to
the representatives of the Na-
tional Weather Service in Jack-
son, the tornado reached the
strength of an EF-2 tornado.
We are grateful and thankful
to the Lord that we received no
damage from this storm.

Recent Church VisitsRecent Church VisitsRecent Church VisitsRecent Church VisitsRecent Church Visits
We were with the Magnolia

Baptist Church in Hattiesburg
and Pastor Greg Medenwald
on Sunday, December 4, for
their annual Christmas with
the Children’s Home service.
Then on Sunday, December 11,
we were with the Lee’s Chapel
#1 Baptist Church and Pastor
Randall Childs for their morn-
ing service and afternoon ser-
vice with the Children’s Home.
We enjoyed being with each of
these churches and worship-
ing with them during this spe-
cial time of the Christmas sea-
son.

Christmas SharingChristmas SharingChristmas SharingChristmas SharingChristmas Sharing
At this time of the year many

of you share with the children
that they may have a joyous
and Merry Christmas.  We want
to say thank you for the gifts
and monetary offerings that are
given.  They are sincerely ap-
preciated.

The Good News of ChristmasThe Good News of ChristmasThe Good News of ChristmasThe Good News of ChristmasThe Good News of Christmas
Luke Chapter 2 gives us the

story of the shepherds out in
the field.  Many times we have
heard this story
that is so famil-
iar that we tend
to take it for
granted.  You
see, this story
is all about the
grace of God.
God’s grace in
sending His
Son.  God’s
grace in send-
ing the angels to announce the
birth of His Son.  God’s grace in
opening up the way that we
might be saved.  Yes, the good
news of Christmas is that the
great message of the cross is
the message of Christmas.

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas
The staff and children of the

Mississippi Baptist Children’s
home would like to convey our
thoughts and best wishes to
you during this Christmas sea-
son.  Thank you for your friend-
ship, prayers, and love.  May
the joy of Christ fill your hearts.
Have a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year!

increases our joy and encour-
ages others to seek Him.

11.  Laugh more.  This will be
hard.  But enjoy life more with
your family. Spend more time
with them.  Don't be so serious
all the time.  Look for things to
laugh about.  It is good medi-
cine according to scripture.
Focus on people and love and
laughter this year.

12.  PTO.  Personal Time Off.  It
is not selfish. It is self preser-
vation. Once a day come apart,
or you will fall apart.  Build in
a daily habit of relaxing, re-
storing and being quiet.

`If you do these 12 things, you
will have a great 2012.  Now go
make a great year for the glory
of the Lord for He is worthy to
be praised.

Things To
Do In 2012
from page 5from page 5from page 5from page 5from page 5

 

One Smooth Stone…
A shepherd boy stood before the challenge of the giant. The boy had one shot to make a difference.
He selected one smooth stone and with great precision defeated Goliath. Like that one smooth
stone, a timeless truth communicated in a timely fashion can slay giants.

Ministry: A 3-Legged Stool
by Kirk Shelton: DiscipleGuide Church Growth Consultantby Kirk Shelton: DiscipleGuide Church Growth Consultantby Kirk Shelton: DiscipleGuide Church Growth Consultantby Kirk Shelton: DiscipleGuide Church Growth Consultantby Kirk Shelton: DiscipleGuide Church Growth Consultant

Adapted from a message delivered by H.B. London at the 2009
Pastors’ Conference of the BMAA National Association

Legs — where would we be
without them? They are the
most basic, God-given mode of
transportation. They take us
places, sometimes to places we
shouldn’t go. Birds have skinny
legs. Granddaddy spiders have
long legs, and penguins have
short legs. People have two,
most animals have four, and
centipedes have, well, a lot of
them. A long journey usually
has several legs. A chair or table
needs at least four, and a re-
porter just hopes his story has
some. When one leg is shorter
than the other, a chair will rock,
and a person will limp. Legs
are important.

Ministry also has legs —
three of them. Much like a
three-legged stool, ministry
requires all three to stand up.
They must be in balance and
equal length for the ministry to
be solid, stable, and fulfill its
God-given purpose.

The first leg of ministry is
character. It’s who we are. The
very first thing a disciple is
called to is to “be with Him”
(Mark 3:13-15). Being with,

comes before going forth! Time
at Jesus’ feet is the foundation
on which a successful ministry
is built. Jesus required His men
to spend time with Him before
He anointed and commissioned
them and sent them out to do
ministry in His name. It is in
this time with Jesus where
character is formed. The vari-
ous experiences, challenges,
and crises of ministry do not
create character, they only re-
veal character. If the “right
stuff” is not deep down on the
inside, then whatever is there
will eventually bubble to the
surface in the heat of trials.
Brothers and sisters, who are
you deep down in your core? Is
Christ living there, and is He
shaping and conforming you to
His image daily? We have seen
far too many of God’s servants,
in spite of their tremendous
gifts and abilities, fail morally
or ethically in ministry. With-
out character, the three-legged
stool of ministry will tip over.

The second leg of ministry is
integrity. It’s what we do.
Though much alike, and often
used as synonyms for one an-
other, I view character and in-
tegrity as different, but intri-
cately connected. While char-
acter is who we are deep on the
inside, integrity is how charac-
ter is lived out in daily life. It’s
what we do and how we do it.
Paul addresses integrity in
ministry when he says: “We
have renounced secret and
shameful ways; we do not use
deception, nor do we distort
the Word of God. On the con-
trary, by setting forth the truth
plainly we commend ourselves
to everyone’s conscience in the
sight of God.”  (2 Corinthians
4:2)

To be a person of integrity is
to be honest in our communica-
tion and exemplary in our
lifestyle. It means that my fi-
nances are in order, my mar-
riage is healthy, and that I
speak the truth in love. When
Paul outlines the qualifications
for pastors and deacons in his
letters to Timothy and Titus,
he is describing integrity, the
living out of character.

The third leg of ministry is
motivation. It’s why we do what
we do. Why are you in ministry
today? I know it’s not for the
money! One person described
our motivation for serving God
in a rather interesting way. He
said people tend to serve Christ
for one of three reasons.

First, some serve Him be-
cause they view Him as a “task-
master.” In other words, they
view God as a harsh master
Who is difficult to please. Ser-
vice is a burden to bear and
people should have pity for the
one who must carry that bur-
den.

Second, some serve God be-
cause they view Him as a “pay-
master.” They do it for what
they hope to get out of it some-
day. For these people, almost
any burden can be borne be-
cause one day they will receive
a reward. Admittedly, the Bible
does describe ministry for God
as servitude, and we know that
there will be rewards for faith-
ful service, but are these the
only reasons for being in minis-
try?

The third group serves God
not because He is a taskmaster
or a paymaster, but because
He is “the Master.” For these
ministry is a blessing and joy
because it is an expression of
love to the One Who expressed
His love so freely! The only
pure motivation for ministry is
a love for God and love for oth-
ers. Any other motivation
makes ministry a joyless work
to endure rather than an over-
flowing heart to serve.

Ministry needs all three legs
to stand upright — character,
integrity, and motivation. Who
we are, what we do, and why
we do it are being communi-
cated in one way or the other
every single day. May God’s
blessings be on us, and may our
ministry have legs.

demic community, demonstrat-
ing the seminary's commitment
to contribute to the field of bib-
lical scholarship.

Steven Ortiz, associate pro-
fessor of archaeology and bibli-
cal backgrounds and director
of Southwestern's Tandy Insti-
tute for Archaeology, intro-
duced the session focusing on
the scroll fragments.

In addition to Stokes, South-
western faculty members who
presented research were
George Klein, professor of Old
Testament; Eric Mitchell, as-
sociate professor of Old Testa-
ment and archaeology;
Ishwaran Mudliar and Joshua
Williams, assistant professors

of Old Testament.
Ortiz said scholars at SBL

noted the potential contribu-
tion that Southwestern's scroll
fragments have for Dead Sea
Scroll scholarship.

"The accumulation of data
and how it was presented
showed that these were some
important fragments," Ortiz
said. Southwestern's professors
displayed an in-depth knowl-
edge of the particular frag-
ments they researched, Ortiz
said, as well as setting forth
the implications the fragments
have for a broader field of re-
search.

"With the initial announce-
ment of Southwestern's acqui-
sition [in January 2010], all
the emphasis was placed on
the purchase of the scrolls,"
Ortiz said. "So that is the only
thing that people knew about

continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8

Scroll
fragments
from page 6from page 6from page 6from page 6from page 6
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All Across The StateAll Across The StateAll Across The StateAll Across The StateAll Across The State
I want to thank you for the warm

reception that I have been given and
the opportunities to share my heart. I
have enjoyed traveling across the state,
visiting in our churches and associa-
tion meetings, and
meeting people. There
is an excitement, all
across the state that
continues to grow. I
look forward to visit-
ing with many more of
our churches in the
days to come.  Since
my last article, my list
has grown to nine
names of individuals that could be
church planters. I am also praying
that God will raise up churches that
will embrace the vision to reproduce
themselves.  I have had one initial
interview but I am talking with oth-
ers. The prospects truly are amazing.

El Camino (The Way)El Camino (The Way)El Camino (The Way)El Camino (The Way)El Camino (The Way)
Bro. Estuardo reported 37 homes

visited and 28 soul talks, 2 professions
of faith and an average attendance of
94. His offerings are averaging
$1,209.00 weekly.  El Camino’s mis-
sion project in Petal is averaging 13
and they had 1 profession of faith.

First HispanicFirst HispanicFirst HispanicFirst HispanicFirst Hispanic
Bro. Elvis reports 44 homes visited

and 73 soul talks, 2 professions of faith
and 2 baptisms. Their average atten-
dance is 89. His offerings are averag-

ing $768.00 weekly.  Bro. Elvis contin-
ues to work with groups in New Al-
bany and Tupelo.  The group in Tupelo
is meeting in the fellowship hall of
South Green Baptist Church.

New Heart MissionNew Heart MissionNew Heart MissionNew Heart MissionNew Heart Mission
Bro. Ray Boone reports 120 homes

visited, 56 soul talks, and 55 average
in AM attendance and 30 in the PM
service. New Heart’s offerings have
averaged $350.00 weekly.

Special Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering ReceivedSpecial Offering Received
Below is a list of the offerings we

have received in response to my re-
quest made at the Annual State Asso-
ciation Meeting.
Salem, Bay Springs 300.00
Temple, Columbia 35.00
Zions Rest, Richton 430.00
Paramount, Perkinston 1,000.00
Petal Mission, 32.00
Oak Grove, Mantachie 300.00
Lebanon, Soso 100.00
Berean, Soso 500.00
Lebanon, Soso 300.00
Pleasant Hill, Tupelo 450.00
First of Shady Grove 300.00
Helton Road, Theodore 100.00
Greenwood, Fulton 1,772.00
Big Creek, Soso 300.00
Harmony, Hurley 100.00
Lebanon, Soso 1,438.00
Tombigbee Association 411.04

As we close out this year, I want to
thank all of you for your support and
wish all of you the very best and Christ-
filled holiday season.

MISSISSIPPI MISSIONS
4226 HIGHWAY 15 NORTH, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39440

(601) 428-8616

Hoarders
There's a program that comes on TV

about hoarders.  There are some EX-
TREME HOARDERS on that program.
When a person can't walk through the
house because of the stuff, it's time to
take action.

But I know where they're coming
from.  Back in my day we HAD to save
stuff.  We saved the string that was
unraveled from the flour sacks, sugar
sacks, feed sacks, ets.  We saved wrap-
pers from bread.  That was wax paper
then and we used it to rub our flat iron
across so it would make the iron slick.
If we got a newspaper, we saved it to
wrap our lunch in to take to school.
When we got a gift we saved the wrap-
ping paper AND the ribbon.

We had plans to use all the stuff we
saved and we eventually did use some
of it.

I have advice for everybody:  "Get
rid of anything that isn't useful.  Clut-
ter weighs you down in many ways."

Solomon said it better in Ecclesiastes
3:6  "...a time to keep, and a time to cast
away."

Peter also had a comment along this
line in I Peter 2:1 "Wherefore laying
aside all malice, and all guile, and
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings,"

Maybe we all need to declutter our
houses AND our minds.  What do you
think?

Sofilthy's
Attic
by Barbara White

News articles should
contain information that will be

of interest to the general public who are not
members of the church that is reporting.

CHURCH

NEWS

Tupelo Church Seeks PastorTupelo Church Seeks PastorTupelo Church Seeks PastorTupelo Church Seeks PastorTupelo Church Seeks Pastor
Emmanual Baptist Church, Tupelo,

Mississippi is searching for a pastor.
Anyone feeling led should contact one
of the individuals listed below.

Ricky Sandford at 662-213-1442,
Eilliam Lucius at 662-842-0552, or
DAvid Langford at 662-687-1610.

Harmony MeetingHarmony MeetingHarmony MeetingHarmony MeetingHarmony Meeting
The December meeting of the Har-

mony Association was held on Friday,
December 9 at Providence Baptist

Church in Amory.  After a time of food
and fellowship provided by the host
church, we gathered for the meeting.
The evening message was brought by
Bro Chris McCord from Hebrews 4:12
entitled THE WORD OF GOD. The
business meeting  was called to order
by Bro Ricky Johnson, Assistant Mod-
erator.  Eight churches were repre-
sented with 61 present and 3 visitors.
The January meeting will be held at
Shady Grove with the church  provid-
ing the speaker. Bro Elvis Garcia gave
a report on his endeavors at Ripley,
Tupelo and possibly Amory and
Mooreville, in reaching the Hispanic
Community. Bro Elvis introduced his
father-in-law
Eduardo Morroquin who gave a report
on his work in Guatemala. Reports
were provided by Bro. Elliott and his
work at Freedom Baptist Mission in
Burnsville.  New mission director Bro.
Larry Geraldson made his initial visit
to the Harmony meeting, giving his
vision for Missions.

Ricky Johnson - Asst. Moderator
Tony Marolt - Promotional Secre-

tary

Tombigbee Association ReportTombigbee Association ReportTombigbee Association ReportTombigbee Association ReportTombigbee Association Report
The Tombigbee Association met with

East Amory Baptist Church on De-
cember 08, 2011. The church served a
great meal and the East Amory Choir
brought a blessed program with sing-
ing.

After the program the association
had regular business. Bro. Gary O'neal
read the minutes from November and
Bro. Roger Franks gave the treasurer’s
report. Bro. Mark Jones and Bro. Larry
Tramel spoke on the State Brother-
hood and the State Galileans and en-
couraged all churches to support these
ministries. Bro. Gary Smith also gave
a report on the College and said that
the College could use some help this
month with their finances.

Moderator Gary Smith
Reporter Debbie Franks

Scroll
fragments
from page 7from page 7from page 7from page 7from page 7

Southwestern's Dead Sea Scroll frag-
ments.

"After this presentation, the per-
ception has shifted, and now they're
seeing that Southwestern is serious
about becoming a center for biblical
research, as the Dead Sea Scrolls af-
fect biblical scholarship."

Ortiz said Southwestern professors
will continue this contribution to bib-
lical scholarship by placing the
seminary's fragments within the larger
corpus of the scrolls. They also have
contacted scholars outside the semi-
nary who are researching other un-
published scroll fragments. In time,
the seminary will publish its scroll
fragments in a major peer-reviewed
journal on Dead Sea Scroll research.

During the SBL meeting, South-
western also invited scholars from
outside the seminary to present re-
search related to the Dead Sea Scrolls.
Ortiz noted that Southwestern was
"very fortunate to have top scholars on
the panel," including Bruce
Zuckerman, director of the West
Semitic Research Project and associ-
ate professor of Hebrew Bible at the
University of Southern California.
Zuckerman led a team that photo-
graphed Southwestern's Dead Sea
Scroll fragments last September. Dur-
ing SBL, Zuckerman discussed the
imaging technology that allows schol-
ars to publish ancient texts in high-
definition as well as to read otherwise
illegible texts.

Peter Flint, professor at Trinity
Western University and co-director of
the Dead Sea Scrolls Institute, and
Sydnie White Crawford, professor of
classics and religious studies at the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, also
participated, discussing the signifi-
cance of the Dead Sea Scrolls and their
relevance to biblical studies.

In particular, Flint argued that
Southwestern's scroll fragments,
alongside others, have revealed which
biblical texts were most widely read by
the Jewish community that preserved
the Dead Sea Scrolls and hid them in
the caves near Qumran. As such, the
scrolls not only illuminate the biblical
text, but they also inform scholars
about those who copied and read the
scrolls 2,000 years ago, during Jesus'
lifetime.

And so it was, that, while they
were there, the days were

accomplished that she should
be delivered. And she brought

forth her firstborn son, and
wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a

manger; because there was no
room for them in the inn.

Luke 2:6-7
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