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Southeastern Baptist College
Celebrating 60 Years

Johnny Willson

Johnny Willson
Former Missionary, Dies

Johnny Louis Willson, 77 of Toowoomba,
Australia, died July 24 following a stroke. He
surrendered to the ministry in December 1954
at South Jefferson Baptist Church in Mt.
Pleasant, Tex. and was ordained there in
April 1957. He served as BMA of America

missionary for 23
years in Australia,
from May 1967
through May1990.

He graduated from
Jacksonville College
in Jacksonville,
Texas in 1957 with an
A.A. degree; and
from Texas Tech
University in Lub-

bock, Texas in 1959 with a Bachelor’s Degree.
Before becoming a missionary, he pastored
the following churches: Canyon Baptist
Church, Snyder, Texas; Slaton Baptist
Church, Slaton, Texas; Sunset Avenue Bap-
tist Church, Littlefield, Texas; and Calvary
Baptist Church in Farwell, Texas.

Survivors include his wife of 52 years,
Henrietta (Gardner) Willson; three daugh-
ters, Juanetta, Jolene and Janelle; and three
grandchildren. Funeral services were held
July 29 at Eiser Street Baptist Church in
Toowoomba, Austsralia.

-from Baptist Trumpet

A look at the dangerous trend to criminalize Christianity

A jail cell with your name on it?
By Janet Folger

It's been quite a month.
On July 1, I was in Denver breaking the

new state law by handing out my book, "The
Criminalization of Christianity: Read this
before it becomes Illegal." Although I was a
bit high-profile to arrest right now, the "Bible
Ban Bathroom Bill" (SB 200 – now law) I was
protesting not only welcomes men wearing
dresses into your daughter's shower room, it
bans books like mine and ... the Bible.

This month, a homosexual (with a blog on
Obama's campaign website) sued publishers
of the Bible for $70 million because he didn't
like being called a sinner.

Last week, "we heard about the law that
passed the House in Brazil that would send
pastors, teachers and ordinary citizens to jail
for up to five years for disagreeing with
homosexual behavior – in church, in school
or in a private conversation that is overheard
and reported to the authorities.

And now, "the city of San Francisco is in
a court battle with the Catholic Church be-
cause elected officials don't like what they
believe.

All the talk of "tolerance" is coming from
the most intolerant folks around. They scream
and shout about "hate" but spew it more than
any other group in America. As I spelled out
in my book, the name-calling is just the first
step.

Step 1: Ridicule
Label anyone who

disagrees an "ignorant,
hateful, intolerant,
bigot." Yep, old-fash-
ioned name-calling,
seen on playgrounds
for centuries. We would
do well to remember
some lessons from gram-
mar school: Bully ap-
peasement doesn't
work – and losing your lunch money is just
the beginning.

Step 2: Blame
I've seen it from the same group firsthand.

Yes, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors

passed another little gem 10 years ago against
those of us who expressed hope for change
for those struggling with homosexuality with
an ad campaign featuring ex-homosexuals
(850 were in one photo). We disagreed with
them, so they blamed us for the death of
Matthew Shepard: "It's not an exaggeration
to say that there's a direct correlation be-
tween these acts of discrimination, like Mat-
thew Shepard, such as when gays and lesbi-
ans are called sinful and when major religious
organizations say they can change if they
try, and the horrible crimes committed against
gays and lesbians."

By the way, both of the people who actu-

Folger

'Bible' lawsuit may be sign of things to come
OneNewsNow - Pro-family advocates say
Christians should get used to legal harass-
ment such as the lawsuit a homosexual activ-
ist recently filed against two Bible publish-
ers.

Bradley LaShawn Fowler of Canton, Michi-
gan, does not like the fact that the Bibles
produced by Zondervan and Thomas Nelson
Publishers both accurately convey God's
prohibition against homosexual behavior.
So he is suing in federal court, seeking $10

million from Thomas Nelson and $60 million
from Zondervan.

Peter LaBarbera, president of Americans
for Truth About Homosexuality, says Bible-
believing Christians had better get ready for
more of this type of sniping. "Obviously, this
is a frivolous publicity stunt, but this is a
portent of things to come," he warns.

"We know that the homosexual activists

continued on page 3

continued on page 5
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News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

Grover Laird

How We Can be Sure of Going to Heaven

The greatest blessing that any-
one can obtain in this life, is the
everlasting life in Jesus.  The next
greatest blessing could be “the as-
surance that we have it”.  People
who do not know that Heaven will be
their home after this life, should be
“of all men most miserable.”

In our text, the Apostle Paul tells
us that he knew that he would go to
Heaven when he died.  Others, such
as Job, (Job 19:25-27)   David, (Psalm
17:15)  John, (I John 3:2) and others
spoke of having this assurance.  Yet
none who have rejected Christ as
their Savior have this peace.

Sinners who repent and believe
in Jesus will obtain this everlasting
life and assurance of Heaven.  You
see, God moved in love for the world
and fixed it where all can have it -
"For God so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life."

(John 3:16)
“Whosoever” in-
cludes the poor,
the uneducated,
the sickly, the un-
lovable, and even
the wicked.  Our
God is not willing
that any should
perish. Notice:

"The Lord is not slack concerning
his promise, as some men count
slackness; but is longsuffering to
us-ward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to
repentance."  (2 Peter 3:9)   In provid-
ing salvation in Jesus, God has made
the way simple, free and eternal. He
also has given plenty of time for all
to accept it, though it can be danger-
ous to delay. (Isaiah 55:6)

I must tell you however, that Sa-
tan does not want sinners to repent
and be saved.  He knows where he
will spend eternity and he is working

to carry everyone else with him -
"But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to
them that are lost: In whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest the
light of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should
shine unto them."  (2 Corinthians
4:3,4) Those who end up in Hell will
surely hate Satan forever, for de-
ceiving them. But it will be too late
to matter.

Jesus is now inviting sinners to
come to Him for this wonderful sal-
vation.  All who are heavy laden
because of the guilt of the past, the
emptiness of the presence, and the
fear of the future are invited to come.
God’s forgiveness and cleansing
will move the guilt of the past.  When
Christ comes into ones heart and
life, the emptiness of the present is
gone.  Since being saved will change
ones destiny from Hell to Heaven,
this will remove the fear of the fu-
ture.  Jesus invites all who are lost to
come for these blessings-- "Come
unto me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give you
rest."    (Matthew 11:28)

"For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with
hands, eternal in the heavens."  (2 Corinthians 5:1)

Bethel Baptist, Fulton
A big warm hello from all of us

here at Bethel.  On July 1-6  a large
group of young people and spon-
sors attended SOAR in San Anto-
nio, Texas. We are still enjoying our
Wednesday night study in Prov-
erbs.  Bro. Martin makes it so inter-
esting.

A kick-off party for VBS was on
the 20th.  VBS was held on the 21st-
24th. The "penny parade" will go to
the GIMP Fund.  The closing pro-
gram was held of the 27th and was
enjoyed by all.  Thanks to all who
made this a great week for the chil-
dren.

Bro. Ricky Williams and wife,
missionaries to Mexico, were with
us on the 20th in the morning wor-
ship service.

There have been 5 additions since
our last report.  Remember our doors
are always open, stop and see us

when you're in this area.
Dr. Martin Jameson, pastor
Joyce Cooley, reporter

Springhill Baptist Church
 to hold revival

Springhill Baptist Church will be-
gin their revival on Sunday, August
10, with Evangelist Gary Smith, from
Tupelo, Mississippi.   Revival will
start with Sunday School  at  9:45
a.m. and morning worship service at
10:45 a.m. Lunch will follow in the
fellowship hall.  The afternoon ser-
vice will begin at 1:30 p.m. There will
be no evening service.  Monday
through Friday services will begin at
7:00 p.m.  Pastor Steve Clark and the
Springhill congregation would like
to invite everyone for a great time of
preaching, music, and fellowship.
For more information, please call
601-729-8019.

Clark resigns Tiger Creek, Ovett
Tiger Creek Missionary Baptist

Church in Ovett, Mississippi, held
its annual Vacation Bible School on
Saturday, June 21, 2008. It was an all-
day event with Bible study and fel-
lowship. The Lord blessed our VBS
with four professions of faith and
one additional profession of faith at
a neighboring church.

On Sunday, June 22, 2008, Bro.
Randy Clark baptized one of the
children during the morning wor-
ship service and three additional
children preceding a special after-
noon reception given in honor of
Bro. Clark and his family. Bro. Clark

stated that this was the first time the
Lord had blessed him with two bap-
tism services in one day.

Our church honored Bro. Clark
and his family with a reception due
to his resignation as pastor of the
church. Bro. Clark served as pastor
of Tiger Creek Missionary Baptist
Church for eight years. He stated to
the church this his only reason for
resigning is due to health issues,
which was affecting his ability to
serve as full-time pastor. The church
is greatly saddened and with deep
remorse accept his resignation. We
pray that God will bless him and his
family. We ask everyone to pray for
improvement of his and his family’s
health. Please pray for our church as
we seek a new pastor.

Bobbie Thompson, Church Clerk

Movella, Lucedale
to hold revival services

Movella Missionary Baptist
Church, Lucedale, Mississippi, will
hold their summer revival August 3-
8, 2008, with Bro. James Brown of
Brandon, Mississippi, bringing the
messages. If you are in our area
please come and join us in worship.

Sunday School will begin at 9:45
with morning worship at 10:45 and
with lunch to be served in the fel-
lowship hall. The afternoon services
will begin at 1:30 p.m. Monday
through Friday services will begin
at 7:00 p.m.

For more information, call Bro.
Donald Brown, pastor, 601-947-
8532.

Canaan, Purvis honors new pastor
Canaan Baptist Church of Purvis,

Mississippi, held worship services
June 29, 2008,
honoring their
new pastor,
Bro. Terry
Kelley. Bro.
Kelley deliv-
ered the morn-
ing message,
followed with
lunch in the fel-
lowship hall and afternoon song ser-
vice.

Walter Robertson

Big Creek Association report
Messengers and visitors from

fourteen churches met at First Bap-
tist Church, Louin, MS, on July 10,
2008, for the monthly meeting of the
Big Creek Association.  A warm
welcome was
given by John Gaines; the response
was given by Bro. Harold Holifield.

Kevin Windham served as song
director with Lori Ulmer serving as
pianist.  Moderator
Steve Clark opened the floor for busi-
ness.  After the minutes and
treasurer's reports were given,
reports from the different depart-
ments were given as follows:  MS
State Missions by Bro. Ray
Freeman.  He said that about
$70,000.00 had been received for
Special Emphasis and Debt
Reduction for the mission churches.

Publications report was given by
Bro. Don Brown and the report for
Southeastern Baptist
was given by college trustee Bro.
Arthur Smith.

Pastor Keith Ulmer introduced
Bro. Corbey Jones for the evening
message.  Bro. Corbey's subject was
"We Can Not Afford to Be Ashamed
of the Gospel;"  his text was Romans
1:16,17.

After the invitation, the hand of
appreciation was extended to Bro.
Jones by Bro. Cliff Jenkins.

The Teachers' Conference spon-
sored by the Big Creek Association
will be August 30 from 9:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m. at Parkview Baptist Church,
Laurel, MS.  Dr. Larry Silvey will be
the speaker.

After prayer requests and the
announcement of several revivals,
Bro. Danny Pitts dismissed in prayer.
The meeting of the Big Creek Asso-
ciation in August will be at First
Baptist Church, Shady Grove.

After the meeting, the church pro-
vided refreshments.  A time of sweet
fellowship was enjoyed by all.

Bro. Steve Clark, Moderator
Bro. Arthur Smith, Report

Temple, Biloxi to
celebrate homecoming

Temple Baptist Church, 1860
Popps Ferry Road, Biloxi, will be
celebrating its 55th Homecoming on
Sunday, August 3.  A history pre-
sentation will be given by one of our
members whose parents were some
of the founding members of the
church.  There will be special music
by the group DECISION from
Vancleave, Mississippi.

Services will begin at 10 a.m.
Lunch will be served after the spe-
cial events, preaching, and singing.
Come celebrate with us and meet our
wonderful new pastor, Bro. Clell
Allen and his family, see old friends,
and meet new ones.

God is blessing us with great ser-
vices and soul winning.  Make plans
to join us.

Temple, Laurel to hold blood drive
Temple Baptist Church, Laurel,

will hold a blood drive on Saturday
August 9. They will also have a
Family Day and kickoff their
AWANA ministry. There will be
family activities, water games and
food from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm. The
church is located at the corner of
Hillcrest and Emmy Drive. For more
information please call Elaine Sumrall
at 601-425-4733.

Woodlawn Church, Pascagoula
to celebrate 50 years of ministry

Woodlawn Baptist Church will reach a milestone this September.
Having organized as a New Testament Missionary Baptist Church on
September 6, 1958, we look forward to another fifty years of service to
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. The church has planned for the
upcoming anniversary with special events each month. It has been a
year of preparation.

We would like to extend an invitation to all former pastors, former
charter members, former members and friends to join us Sunday,
September 7, 2008. We will have morning services (Sunday School at
9:45; morning message at 10:30) followed by lunch in the Educational
Building. An afternoon service will be held for an enjoyable time of
praise to our Lord for all His blessings.

The church looks forward to a great time in the Lord's service with
many more years to come and invites all who can to come and celebrate
this time with us.

Gail M. Gates, church clerk
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Leave It
To Cleaver

Tony Cleaver

Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

Techno-Geek
Let me say up front:  “I’m not a

techno-geek.”  What exactly do I
mean?  Techno-geeks are the people
who sit in front of computer screens
more hours than I would dare imag-
ine. They have a “tan” provided by
the ambience of the screen.  How tan
they are depends on the brightness
of the monitor. They know all the
magic incantations to get your com-
puter to do its unspeakable tasks.
They are the people who don’t need
the instruction manual to set up any
machine, install any software, or
program any process.  They just
“know it.”  They are techno-geeks.
People like me suspect they may
have had some alien experience or
out of body event. The Martians
may have really taken them to the
mother ship.

Anyway, to get to the point of
this story, I was minding my own
business in my office.  I use the
computer for my work.  I write memos
of this or that event or prepare a slide
show for presentation.  Sometimes I
crunch numbers to “see how we’re
doing” in some areas. My usage and
my understanding of the machine
are far below the level of the gurus of
techno-geekiness.

There I was, finished with my
report.  It was ready to print.  I was
about to complete one more task of
the week when I could hand the

report off to the staff. I hit the print
button - now right here let me say, I
proudly and with great zest hit the

print button. You have already
guessed it, haven’t you?  It didn’t
print.

Weeeeell, well, well; let me see
now! What’s up? It printed yester-
day about 6:00 p.m. when I went
home.  What in the world is wrong
now? Let me do a few things here. I
traced the plug on the back.  It was
plugged in to the receptacle.  (I
learned this great fact early on: check
to see if it is plugged in.) I even went
so far as to make certain the printer
was connected to my computer.  It
was. So, all was “in order” so far as
I could see.  I hit the print command
again.  Same result.  So I got down on
all fours under the table in my new
pants again to check what I had
already checked. (The old floor had
been sullied by thousands of feet in
the 40-year-old building.) Same re-
sults.

My only option left was to call the

headquarters of the techno-geeks
on my campus.  They enjoy getting
frantic calls from people like me and
respond in inverse proportion to the
importance of the need on your part.
One of them showed up. He ap-
peared to be all of twelve years old.
He was smug.  I could tell.  He got
down on his all fours just as I had
done.  (I knew I had him now for he
was doing what I had already done.)

After a moment’s pause, he
pointed to a little known switch on
the side of my printer.  That’s right;
the pushbutton that was covered up
by a pile of paper on my desk.  “Dr.
Cleaver, if you will push the ‘ON’
button it will work. Evidently you
turned it ‘OFF’ when you put that
box next to your printer.” He said
this with great disdain on his part.  I
pushed the “ON” button.  Great
reams of paper spewed from my
machine.

What does all this have to do with
my being or not being a techno-
geek?  It really says to me there is a
well known “ON” button for all of us
to work in the hands of the Lord
Jesus.  Sometimes we cover it up.
Sometimes we conceal it with clut-
ter.  This kind of stuff places us in the
“OFF” position so far as the Lord’s
work is concerned.

Lord, may I move the stuff from
around my on/off switch.  Let me be
in the “ON” position for You.  It
doesn’t take a techno-geek to figure
this out.

ally killed Matthew Shepard said it
had nothing to do with Shepard's
homosexuality; they killed him for
"money" for drugs. Didn't hear that
in the "mainstream" media, did you?
They were too busy making him the
poster child for thought-crimes leg-
islation.

Step 3: Censorship
That's what the San Francisco

Board of Supervisors tried to do to
us 10 years ago: All dissenters must
be silenced! And if they won't be
intimidated into submission; they'll
do it with whatever club they can
find: resolutions (like the one that
passed unanimously), court action
and the law – from thought crimes to
the redefinition of marriage. For
those of you keeping track, that's
exactly where we are in the agenda
from the group that screams of "tol-
erance" and "diversity."

Step 4: Criminalization
I can argue why marriage matters

for the continuation of civilization. I
can tell you about every study that
shows without a doubt that children
do best with both a mother and a
father. But let me cut to the chase: If
we don't win the marriage battle,
now on the ballot in California, Florida
and Arizona, people who disagree
with homosexual behavior will ... go
to jail.

And the ProtectMarriage.com
spokesman, Pastor Jim Garlow of
Skyline Weslyan Church in San Di-
ego, agrees. On my Faith2Action
radio program last week, he told me
about a member of his congregation
who makes a living as a wedding
videographer and doesn't want to
end up like the photographer in New
Mexico – the one who was fined
$6,600 for refusing to take pictures at
a homosexual's "commitment cer-
emony."

People in California are starting
to understand just what is at stake in
the battle for marriage – freedom
itself.

But you're a "quiet Christian" who
thinks you'll be safe if you just lie
low? That's exactly what will close
your business or your church.
Whether you rent rooms like the
Knights of Columbus, who were
fined $1,000 for not using their facili-

ties to participate in a homosexual
"marriage" reception, or are a printer
like Scott Brockie, who was fined
$5,000 and slapped with $170,000 in
legal fees because he didn't want to
print homosexual materials, or the
Canadian pastor told to deny his
faith and denounce his pro-marriage
stand, the ONLY way to keep your
freedom is to use it now.

When the church was persecuted
in England and Europe, our Found-
ing Fathers came to America for
freedom. People still build boats from
scrap wood to try to come here for a
glimpse of it. America is the last, best

hope of the world. If we lose, there is
nowhere else to go.

This is not the time for a "protest"
vote. And forget about a third party.
Because if Barack Obama is elected,
with his thought-crimes agenda and
support of the redefinition of mar-
riage, the change we see won't look
anything like America.

America will remain the land of
the free only as long as it is the home
of the brave. If you care about
America's freedoms, muster the cour-
age to stand up, sign up and speak
up for marriage and McCain. Be-
cause if we have a few more months

jail cell
from page 1

like this one, and four years of a
Barack Obama administration in
lockstep with the homosexual
agenda, we won't have our freedoms
and we won't recognize our country.

-Reprinted with permission
Janet L. Folger is president of

Faith2Action : turning people of faith
into people of action to WIN the
cultural war TOGETHER for life, lib-
erty and the family. Author of "The
Criminalization of Christianity," she
hosts a daily radio program from 2-
3 p.m. Eastern and a daily radio com-
mentary heard in 100 markets and at
www.f2a.org.

2008 Local Association Meeting Schedule
Association Date Location Speaker
Big Creek Oct 4  Fairview, Laurel Harold Holifield
Capitol Sept 20 Oakland, Vicksburg Michael Moore
East Central Sept 13 Calvary, Leakesville Greg Hillman
Gulf Oct 9 TBA TBA
Harmony Oct 11 Corinth, Farmington Martin Jameson
Hobolochitto Sept 27 Hickory Grove, Lumberton Wayne Rice
Judson Sept 13 Oak Grove, Mantachie Michael Yielding
Mid-Central Sept 20 Magnolia Heights, Forest Ray Lott
Oak Grove  Sept 18 Main Street, Petal Ralph Hatten
Tombigbee Oct 4 Shiloh, Caledonia Bobby Jerrell
Washington Sept 20 Temple, Lucedale Malcolm Clark

Fall Registration
Registration for the fall semester

will be August 14-15, from 9:00 a.m.
until 4:00 p.m. Classes will begin
August 18 at 8:30 a.m. Pray with us
for a good enrollment this semester.

Memorial Gifts
Since the last report another con-

tribution has been received for the
Foundation in memory of Bro. Merle
D. Bradley and in honor of Mrs.
Bobbye Bradley. We appreciate this
consideration of the Foundation as
a way to honor and remember Bro.
and Mrs. Bradley.

Another contribution has been
received in memory of Mr. Alton V.
(Al) Harrell and Mr. Alex Brown to
purchase books to be placed in the
A. R. Reddin Memorial Library. We
are thankful for this consideration
and pray for God’s blessings on
these two families.

Special Emphasis
The early response to the 60th

anniversary of the college for the

Special Emphasis has been encour-
aging. Contributions have been re-
ceived from the following:

Associations
Capitol Association
Gulf Association
Oak Grove Association

Churches
Antioch Baptist Church, Soso
Bethel Baptist Church, Seminary
Centerville  Church, Mantachie
First Baptist Church, Bay Springs
First Calhoun Baptist, Laurel
Paramount  Church, Perkinston
Riverside Baptist Church, Ellisville
Rock Hill Baptist Church, Meridian
Wolf Creek Baptist Church, Kiln

Individuals
Mrs. Marjorie Harper
Jim Moore
Medrick Savell

The total amount received at this
time is $7,316.16. This is a good start
toward the goal of $60,000.00.
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

"You were preaching in your sleep again, dear. You just
finished point three and were about to start your poem."

African Missionaries
on furlough want
churches to visit

John and Margaret Lindsey will
be on furlough beginning October
12,  2008 through January 4, 2009.  If
you are interested in hearing about
the dynamic work of God in West
Africa, please contact them at
johnlindsey@onlymyemail.com  or
you can call 011-00233-519-4187 or
011-00233-20-850-0926. (Ghana is 5
hours ahead of Central time. 7:00 pm
central time is midnight in Ghana).
Please make your contact as quickly
as possible.  John and Margaret
Lindsey will only have eight or nine
Sundays and Wednesdays to sched-
ule their visits.

Evangelist Gary Smith
gives report
Dear Editor

It has been a busy summer thus
far for Gary Smith Ministries. We
have traveled the state in revival
meetings and have had some great
services.  So fat this year we have
witnessed 15 professions of faith!
It’s wonderful to know that the Lord
is still in the saving business. I still
have some openings in August (17th
and 24th) and September (21st &
28th).  October is full, but there are
openings in November and Decem-
ber. I’m also available on these dates
for weekend meetings and concerts.

I want to thank the pastors and
churches for having us in revival
services. I pray that I can be a bless-
ing to each of you as we served the
Lord together!

2009 is shaping up. If you would
like to schedule a meeting please let
me know. My phone number is 662-

Editor Achieves
“Official Senior” Status

by Diane Spriggs, editor
Baptist Trumpet

Editor’s Note: This article developed due to a telephone conversation that
I had with Diane Spriggs, editor of the BMA of Arkansas paper, the ‘Baptist
Trumpet’. Considering that this has been published in the Arkansas I
thought I would share this with our readers in Mississippi.

Most of you don’t know this (un-
less you’ve seen us kidding around
at the national meeting), but there is
a special “kinship” among the edi-
tors of the BMA state papers. They
are a special group of people and I
am blessed to call them friends. We
often share information and ask each
other for advice, but we never miss
an opportunity tease each other ei-
ther!

For instance, Don Brown (editor
of the MISSISSIPPI BAPTIST) loves
to remind me that I’m older than he
is. Of course, the difference in our
ages is less than a year, but he
conveniently overlooked that fact
and always took great joy in remind-
ing me that I was “in my 60s” and he
was only “in his 50s.”

Well, what goes around comes
around, right? He celebrated his 60th
birthday this month (July), and ev-
eryone in his church is now my best

friend, because they surely gave
him his “come-uppence” about it!
And although it took a bit of coerc-
ing and calling in “you owe me’s,”
he finally agreed to let me share what
happened with our readers.

During part of the morning ser-
vice, July 13, Big Creek Baptist
Church in Soso, Mississippi, took
time to “roast” their pastor and the
highlight of that roast was the pre-
sentation of a new “vehicle” worthy
of his entry into the “advanced age”
group. Dubbed “Old Man Trans-
portation,” the walker was decked
out with four “souped up” hubcaps,
two rear-view mirrors festooned with
fuzzy dice, lights and a horn.

The church also presented him
with some “gag” gifts, along with a
large framed print of the “Champi-
ons” - a photo montage of Archie,
Peyton and Eli Manning, whom he
described as “the first family of foot-

ball, Mississippi roots and all!”
After regular services, a recep-

tion was held in his honor in the
Family Life Center of Big Creek
Church. Refreshments included two
cakes. One was a beautiful choco-
late cake that had shaved, chocolate
pieced icing; but the other one was
truly “the hit of the day” - The Colo-
nel Rebel “Ole Miss Cake” in Ole
Miss Red and Blue!

Welcome to “official senior citi-
zen status,” Bro. Don. See you at the
Senior Adult Conference?

(Copied from Baptist Trumpet)

322-6974.  Me email address is
garysmithministries@yahoo.com.  I
will be recording a new CD later this
month and will make it available as
soon as possible. Thanks for your
words of encouragement and prayer-
ful support.

Bro. Gary Smith

Remembering Dr. Roy L. McLaughlin
by Dr. Philip Attebery, President

Baptist Missionary Association of America

The Lord has blessed the
churches of the Baptist Missionary
Association by allowing us to have
known Dr. Roy L. McLaughlin.  I,
along with each national officer and
ministry director, am deeply sad-
dened by his death on July 16, 2008.
Thoughts and prayers of the entire
Baptist Missionary Association are
obviously with Mrs. McLaughlin,
their family, and the Cornerstone
Baptist Church.

Dr. McLaughlin's service to the
BMA was extensive and included
his being a pastor, agency director
and national officer.  He was elected
in April 2008 to serve as First Vice
President for the BMAA and re-

elected to serve as executive direc-
tor for the Moral Action Committee.
These are simply
a few of the posi-
tions through
which the Lord
used him to min-
ister the Gospel
to a world in need
of Biblical truth
and morality.

May each of
us reflect upon
his memory with love, appreciation,
respect and dignity.  His untimely
death emphasizes to me the frailty of
life and reminds me of the need to
pray more fervently for our pastors
and leaders.  I will miss Dr.
McLaughlin, but remain grateful for
the certainty of eternal life for those
who have trusted in Jesus Christ for
salvation by "grace through faith."

Note: Dr. Attebery is also Dean of
the BMA of America Theological
Seminary in Jacksonville, Texas
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Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

BMAA Equipping Center
Locations and Schedules

Bethel Baptist Church, Fulton, Mississippi
August 23, 2008 Turning Your Church Inside, Out!
November 15, 2008 Building A Small Group Ministry/

Becoming An Effective Teacher
January 24, 2009 Mission Possible: Winning Your

Community For Christ
March 7, 2009 Sunday School Materials That Work!
June 20-21, 2009 It All Rises and Falls on Leadership

Magnolia Baptist, Hattiesburg, Mississippi
August 23, 2008 The ABC’s of Student Ministry
November 15, 2008 Turning Your Church Inside, Out!
January 24, 2009 Building A Small Group Ministry/

Becoming An Effective Teacher
March 7, 2009 Mission Possible: Winning Your

Community For Christ
June 21, 2009 Sunday School Materials That Work!

Registration for all workshops is necessary to help us prepare.
To register for an Equipping Center workshop,

call the Equipping  Center Site.
Bethel Baptist Church, Fulton, Mississippi   662.862.7375
Magnolia Baptist Church, Hattiesburg, Mississippi  601.264.8087

All centers are $20 per person with the exception of
Sunday School Materials session - It is  free.

Missions Possible is $25.

DiscipleGuide Conference Ministry
501-513-3726

www.DiscipleGuide.org

Larry Pierce
Larry M. Pierce, is available to fill

in the pulpit or where ever the Lord
Leads. He may be reached at 601-
947-3531.

Alan Smith
Alan Smith is available for pulpit

supply or pastoral service wherever
the Lord may lead. Bro. Smith is 33
years old and married. He is a mem-
ber of Fairview Baptist Church, Lau-
rel. He may be reached at 601-422-
9641.

Family Ark
Ministries
Travis Plumlee

Home Intruders
Almost all men would respond if

someone broke into their home at
night. We would defend our family.
Every mom would defend her chil-
dren to the death from a home in-
truder. She would stand and fight
between the in-
truder and her chil-
dren. But that
would be a home
invasion. That
would be a person
who we can see and
know that they are
intruding on our
home. However,
every day many families face home
intruders and do not recognize them
for what they are. They are also there
to rob the family of time, joy and
togetherness. Many of the home
intruders I am writing about are suc-
cessful because they are subtle. We
don't even recognize them as family
invaders. The biggest step towards
fighting these intruders is to first
recognize them. Here are some com-
mon home intruders.

Work. Friends. TV. Computer.
Hobbies. Sports. Entertainment. In-
laws, and other family members. Our
children. None of these are bad by
themselves. Actually, friends, fam-
ily and children can be a blessing.
But you have to be careful even with
a good thing, to not go too far.

Friends are wonderful. However,
friends are not a good thing if a
couple never has time to themselves,

and are always interacting with
friends. In-laws and extended family
are so wonderful. However, if they
pop over every Sunday, this can be
a problem. If families have no bound-
aries, and come over whenever they

want to, as unan-
nounced guests,
then this can be an
invasion of time
with your immedi-
ate family or as a
couple.
Marriage is an

exclusive club.
There are only two

permitted in the marriage, along with
Jesus Christ. It doesn't mean that
you don't interact with others. That
is not healthy. However, it does
mean that a couple has to protect
their time alone to develop that inti-
mate one to one relationship as God
intended when He established mar-
riage. When we let friends, children,
work, extended family, or any one, or
anything steal away our time to-
gether as a couple it can create an
erosion of the unity of the union.

I am gone away from home many
days. When I do come home, it is
critical that I guard and protect my
time with my wife. Of course, piled
up work, friends and family think it is
"their" time with me because I have
been gone. It would be very easy for
me to go in and start answering the
hundreds of phone calls and start in
on work. But I must not. And the
phone rings continuously. Every-
one has an emergency or needs me
to call them immediately. I simply
unplug and shut off every phone in
the house. Cell phone. Home phone.
Office phone. (Some pastors are
probably saying, "no wonder I can't
get him").

However, the most important
person that walks this earth is my
wife. She comes ahead of every single
person on this planet. I have to
protect our time together so that we
can continue to grow together as we
grow towards the Lord.

Sometimes people bury them-
selves in work because it is an es-
cape. They are escaping from past
pain, a dysfunctional home life, de-
pression or a need to be needed.
When they can't find that at home,
they love going to work. Many
women are underappreciated at

home. When they go to work, they
can get some positive feedback and
some needed attention from others.
So, they enjoy going to work. Some
people continue to work even longer
hours because they are affirmed at
work, and only get grief at home.

Children are the ultimate in joy
and love. However, it is so easy for
couples to take each other for granted
and pour all of their emotional needs
into their kids. A bad marriage is
often the home where children reign
supreme. Instead of nurturing the
marriage, we invest it all into our
children. Children do dominate our

time. I am not speaking of that. The
small ones take so much time. But I
have friends who have 5 children.
Every year they have both sets of
grandparents keep the 5 kids while
they come to the marriage retreat
and renew their love for each other.
They protect their marriage and in-
vest in it. This is a good thing.

Are you trying to escape a bad
marriage? Are you so drained, dis-
couraged, depressed or unappreci-
ated at home that you have discon-
nected from what is important? Now
you just spend your evenings in
front of the computer. Computers

don't require any investment of your
emotions. I must caution you that a
computer can't love you either. And
scripture states that a life without
love is absolutely nothing.

Assess your home life. Do you
have any intruders? Talk about it as
a family. Start limiting your time with
the intruders. Speak the truth in love.
Set boundaries even if they are pain-
ful. You must protect your home
from these intruders, just like you
would a robber in the middle of the
night. Both are out to steal the joy
and union of your family. Be on
guard.

are now targeting, essentially, born-
again Christians and committed
Catholics and Mormons who op-
pose their agenda. They're out to re-
write the Bible, to say that the Bible
really does not condemn homosexual
practice, which it obviously does,"
says LaBarbera. "Ultimately, we
believe they'll be doing more and
more of these lawsuits against Chris-
tians and Christian companies."

LaBarbera says the suit reminds
him of British actor and homosexual
activist Sir Ian McKellen, who has
admitted to ripping pages that con-
tain scriptures condemning homo-
sexuality out of Gideon Bibles in
hotel rooms. "The fact is whether
you rip the pages out or not, or
whether you sue, or whether you
pass a law against it, the Word of
God still stands," he emphasizes.
"And God's authority on that issue
still stands, no matter what man
does."

'Bible' lawsuit
from page 1

University denies students funds for pro-life week
OneNewsNow - Pro-life students at
Wayne State University in Detroit
are taking the school to court after
being denied student activities fund-
ing.

Students for Life at Wayne State
wanted to host Pro-Life Week 2008.
To pay for the five days of events,
they asked for the same student
activities fees that other student
groups use to pay for their themed,
week-long celebrations. But Joseph
Martins, litigation counsel for the
Alliance Defense Fund, says the
group's request was denied because
one of the events during the week
would have requested that students

think about or, optionally, pray for
the mother of an unborn child for
nine months.

"So it simply only had one reli-
gious reference," the attorney ex-
plains. "It just had the word 'pray' in
there. And the university denied
funding for the entire event, all five
events...simply because one of the
days said that students might be
allowed to pray as part of the event."
Or, as the school's budget commit-
tee put it, "because of the spiritual
and religious programming refer-
ences...."

Even after removing the refer-
ence to prayer, the group's funding

request was still denied, this time
because officials feared other stu-
dents - particularly women who had
had an abortion -- might be offended
by the pro-life message. "Student
groups can't be discriminated
against because of their beliefs. And
that's what we have here...," says
Martins. ADF says the bottom line
is that the values of the pro-life
student group conflict with the "po-
litically correct philosophies em-
braced by the university." And that,
says the legal group, is not suffi-
cient legal basis for discrimination.

Martins alleges that pro-abortion
groups have already received fund-
ing from the student activities fund.
That, he says, is de facto evidence
that the university has set up an
unconstitutional funding mecha-
nism that practices viewpoint dis-
crimination. On behalf of Students
for Life, ADF filed suit against the
school on Wednesday.
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GMA Girls
GMA Promoter - Beth Caldwell

166 Twin Creek Rd, Lucedale, MS 39452
601-947-6011

Sunbeam Promoter - Linda Dertinger
132 HowardHill Road, Soso, MS 39480

601-729-2908

Mississippi State W.M.A.
Mrs. Jean Knight, President
27 Paramount Church Rd.

Perkinston, MS 39573
601-928-3764

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533
Laurel, MS 39443

2008 Miss GMA of America
Megan Brewer

Editor’s Note: In our last issue we published
a letter by the new Miss GMA of America,
Megan Brewer. We published the wrong pho-
tograph with the article. We apologize for the
error.

Megan Brewer, from Grace Baptist Church
in Saucier, is the First Vice-President and Miss
GMA of Mississippi.  We congratulate her on
her accomplishments and for being named the
2008-2009 Miss GMA of America

Megan Brewer

State WMA Report
Ladies our project for this year is

Brother Esturado Marroquin and the
El Camino Mission, Laurel, Missis-
sippi, - 75% land fund and 25% gen-
eral fund. Please keep this in mind
and have your project money in by
October 1, 2008. Mail your project
money to Shirlene Smith, 730 Jasper
Hwy. 533, Laurel, MS 39443. Bro.
Marroquin and the El Camino Mis-
sion have a great problem - they
need more room. The mission has
been blessed with steady growth.
Please keep them in your prayers as
they continue to go forward with the
work that the Lord has given them to
do. They need our help to make this
land purchase so do all you can to
help I know they will be very thank-
ful.

Ladies, remember that our State
WMA will not meet in the afternoon
and our night meeting will start at
6:00 p.m. Our theme this year is “Hand
What Doest Thou,” Daniel 4:35. We
need to be about our Father’s busi-
ness time is short.

Our Christian Ladies’ Retreat will
be held September 26-27, 2008, at the
Jackson Hilton. The theme is “Halle-
lujah, What a Saviour.” Registration
fee is $70.00 due by September 12,
2008. Registration will begin at 3:00
p.m. on the 26th. Room reservation
will need to be made by August 28th
to get the special room rate. The
speaker for the retreat will be Mrs.
Sandy Jones. Make your plans now
to attend.

Donna Lawrence, Editor
Jean Knight, President
Peggy Thomaston, Retreat Chair

Big Creek, Soso, WMA Report
The Lord is truly blessing our

WMA and for that I am so grateful.
I am so thankful the Lord has given
us a place where we are a group of
Christian ladies that we can reach
out in our service for Him through
Women’s Missionary Auxiliary. We
are so thankful we can say our atten-
dance is very good. We are enjoying
our time together in Bible study and
Christian fellowship.

Mrs. Bonnie Brown has finished
the series of study from the book
“Twelve Extraordinary Women,” by
John MacArthur. These lessons
were very interesting and informa-
tive and enjoyed by all our ladies.
We love and appreciate Mrs. Bonnie.
On three occasions ladies filled in.
They were Dee Jefcoat on “Words
of Gossip,” Doris Todd on “Faith,”
and June Holifield led out in a Bible
quiz.

We are truly thankful the Lord
has blessed our WMA as we reach
out in our service for Him. Besides
our regular obligations, quarterly
for the district, state, and national
projects, our group gives  monthly
support for medical missions. We
have the opportunity to reach out
and be a blessing to several others.
We praise the Lord and give Him all
the honor and glory for what He
allows us to do in our service for
Him. We are coming to the end of
2007-2008 in our WMA work. La-
dies, let’s be much in prayer for the
election of new officers to lead us.

Rremember to pray for each other
as we reach out in our service for
Christ through our WMA.

Rovenia Hunnell, Reporter
Don Brown, Pastor

Big Creek District WMA Meets
The Big Creek District WMA met

at Mt. Moriah Baptist Church of
Ellisville on Monday, July 7, 2008.
The meeting was opened with a
song, “Glory to His Name,” led by
Cindy Jones, accompanied on piano
by Mary Wardel. Joyce Poole led in
prayer. President Ruby Bynum called
the meeting to order Shara Walters
of Mt. Moriah welcomed everyone
to Mt. Moriah and a response was
given by June Holifield. Glenda Smith
of Shiloh, Mt. Olive, gave the devo-
tion and led in prayer. The text was
taken from II Corinthians 5:7, “For
we Walk by Faith, Not by Sight.” We
should trust in God fro all things,
especially things we cannot see.

Jeanelle Burks read minutes and
gave treasurer’s report. Kay
Chisholm reported that 11 churches

continued on page 7
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CHILDREN'S HOME
118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-3928

SIDNEY DAVIS
DIRECTOR

Resource and Health Fair
It was good to be able to participate in the recent

Resource and Health Fair hosted by Midway First Bap-
tist Church near Sumrall and Pastor Leon Carmical, with
Mrs. Debbie Nobles serving as fair coordinator.  This
event was held on Saturday, July 12, and we would like
to convey our thanks for the opportunity to inform the
church and the community of the ministry of the Missis-
sippi Baptist Children’s Home.

Spiritual Blessings
We recently had revival services at the First Baptist Church of Shady

Grove with Bro. Todd West serving as the evangelist.  During these services
one of the girls at the Home made a public profession of faith in Jesus Christ
as her Lord and Savior and since that time has followed the Lord in believer’s
baptism.  Praise the Lord for her salvation and remember her in your prayers
as she grows in the grace and knowledge of her Savior.

Celebrating 60 Years of Service

Southeastern Baptist College

July - August 2008
Special Emphasis

Registration form
Registration fee - $70.00 (non-refundable) due by

September 12, 2008 (early registration appreciated)
Time of Registration - 3:00 p.m. -September 26, 2007

Church Name __________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

Telephone _____________________________________________

Name Address Telephone (for contact person only)

_______________________________________________________

Name ______________________ Name ____________________

______________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________
(Use additional pages as needed)

Total Number Registered ______Total Amount Submitted _______

Registration Fee should be in form of a check or money order
-no cash please. Mail registration fee to:

Peggy Thomaston
20600 Busby Road, Vancleave, MS 39565

Room reservations must be made directoy with the Hilton by August
28, 2008. Call 601-957-2800 or 1-888-263-0524 or fax reservations
to 601-978-2242. Advise hotel you are with the BMA Christian Ladies
Retreat. Rooms must be guaranteed by credit card or advance
deposit. For additional information call Peggy Thomaston at 228-826-
2230 or 228-990-9311, Jean Knight at 601-928-3764 or Kay Chisholm
at 601-764-2232 or 601-739-3632.

Mississippi BMA
Christian Ladies Retreat

September 26 & 27, 2008

Key Note Speaker
Sandy Jones

Hilton Hotel, Jackson, Mississippi
601-957-2800 or 1-888-263-0524

Fax 601-978-2242

WMA reports
from page 6
were represented and 35 ladies were
present.

The ladies were reminded to send
their reports to Kay Chisholm a week
or two before each quarterly meet-
ing. Linda Dertinger gave a report on
the GMA camp, Barbara White gave
reports on the projects, and Shirlene
Smith gave an update on the state
project.

and their families and ask that they
receive an ext6reme amount of en-
couragement and strength; we re-
member to pray for all WMA ladies
as they seek to serve; we pray that
we will always have the attitude of
‘Do unto others as you would have
them do unto you’; we would ask
that we remember daily where our
food, shelter, and clothes origi-
nated.”

The meeting was adjourned in
prayer by Rovenia Hunnell. Refresh-
ments were served in the fellowship
hall for the WMA and Brotherhood
and this gave everyone a great time
of fellowship. The next meeting will
be held on October 6, 2008, at Leba-
non, Laurel. Let’s all make plans now
to attend and be sure to get those
reports in to Mrs. Kay Chisholm a
few weeks before the meeting.

Sherry Shows, Reporter

Sherry Shows read list of nomina-
tions from the nominating commit-
tee for each office and Shara Walters
installed each officer using a fasci-
nating presentation on different sea-
shells as symbols of responsibilities
and duties. Bonnie Brown gave the
hand of appreciation. Janice Bryant
of Lebanon Baptist Church gave the
resolution:

“Be it resolved that we give the
host church, Mt. Moriah, a rising
vote of appreciation for their most
gracious warm welcome; we ask God
daily for wisdom and understanding
in all things; we especially want to
lift up all our elected officials and
leaders with word and deed; we pray
for our youth that they will find
courage and strength for all their
tomorrows; may we put more em-
phasis on ‘God Bless America’ than
ever before; we pray for all pastors

Memorial
cross ruled
constitutional
OneNewsNow - A federal judge has
ruled that a 43-foot-tall cross, erected
as a memorial to fallen American

v e t e r a n s ,
does not vio-
late the con-
s t i t u t iona l
prohibition
on establish-
ing an official
religion.

U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Larry Alan Burns began
his ruling by stating that "[f]or 54
years, a Latin cross has stood as part
of a veteran's memorial atop Mt.
Soledad in the San Diego commu-
nity of La Jolla."  He ruled that the
cross does not infringe on the First
Amendment's alleged "Establish-
ment Clause."

Brad Dacus PJIAttorney Brad
Dacus, president of the Pacific Jus-
tice Institute, is please with the de-
cision. "This is a major victory for
the pro-faith movement and those
who believe in religious freedom in
the United States," he shares. "It
may still go before the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals. But without ques-
tion, this is a major victory...and
we're hopeful that it will carry through
all the way to the Supreme Court, if
necessary," said Dacus.

The court noted that the cross
had been built by a private organiza-
tion and donated to the county, then
taken over by Congress in 2006 as a
war memorial honoring fallen veter-
ans. "There's nothing unconstitu-
tional with a religious symbol being
used for a valid secular purpose
such as a war memorial," explains
Dacus. "This should be an encour-
agement to those Americans who
do not feel that we should have to
strip from the marketplace expres-
sions of faith and acknowledgments
of faith to the average American."

The local chapter of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, which
wanted the cross taken down, has 60
days to decide whether to appeal
Judge Burns' ruling.

Director Sidney Davis at Resource and Health Fair hosted
by Midway First Baptist Church near Sumrall

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways
acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.

Proverbs 3:5-6



8 August 1, 2008 •  Mississippi Baptist

Sofilthy's
Attic
by Barbara White

Wooden
Screen Doors

How long has it been since you heard
a wooden screen door slam?  Or, how
long has it been since YOU slammed
one?  A good while maybe.  I have a
wooden screen door at my house and
sometimes I let it slam just to bring back
the good memories I have of my kids
going in and out "just like flies" with the
door continually slamming.

Doors are mentioned many times in
God's Word, therefore they must be
pretty important.  David also consid-
ered doors important as he mentioned
in Psalms 84:10 ".....I had rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of wicked-
ness."

An Amazing Thing
Recently I received a note dated July 7

from a pastor who is in between churches and
presently has no employment. This pastor
had set a goal to give $1,000 on missions debt
retirement as the Lord blessed him. Here is his
letter. Dear Bro. Ray, The good Lord has
helped me give toward debt reduction, this
check puts me $20.00 my total of $1,000.
Beginning May 2 through July 7, which is
just a little over two months the Lord has
shown to me an amazing thing. Much Love,
Your Brother.

A Day of Prayer
The psalmist David has taught us that

prayer and praise is essential for an intimate
life with Christ. Today, in this dispensation
of time the world needs our Christian light to
overshadow them more than ever. We are in
critical times, but nothing so critical that it
cannot be overcome through Christ who
lives in us. There are issues/obstacles before
us that we need to prayerfully address in
seeking the answers. For more than three
years the missions office has been sponsor-
ing a time of prayer, it first began here in the
office, and now we are reaching out into the
church communities. Our first outreach
prayer meeting was a two day event con-
ducted in the Tupelo area, three have been
conducted in the gulf coast area. The plan is
to reach every area of Mississippi in this

effort. It would be good, after we have reached
an area, that pastors and laymen would con-
tinue the prayer meeting dealing with the
issues that are troubling our churches as well
as asking the Lord to help us understand His
direction for tomorrow. Even now we ask you
to pray with us that the Lord would put in our
hearts a burning desire to see lost souls
saved, together with the motivation to go out
looking for them.

Our next Day of Prayer will be hosted by
Campground Baptist Church and pastor,
Bryan Atwood on Monday, August 4. The
day will begin at 9:30am and break at noon for
lunch, then back at 1:00pm and will continue
until 4:00pm. Everyone is encouraged to
attend.

Highly Recommended
Dr. Charles Holmes’ Message

At our National Association meeting in
Waco, Texas, the church messengers and
visitors were blessed to hear a soul searching
and stirring message calling us back to prior-
ity direction by our seminary president, Dr.
Charlie Holmes. I have spoken with a number
of pastors, who like myself, were encouraged
to hear a message of such content quality
being preached by our seminary president.
Our faith is strentghened in what is being
taught and practiced in our Seminary, it’s
encouragement for another mile. The mes-
sage was a reminder of the truth we have, and
how easy it would be for Baptist to be swal-
lowed up in modernism under the guise of
church. I understand through a number of
pastors who have received copies that this
message can be purchased from Lifeword.
Get a copy, don=t miss it!

Sunday School Quarterly
The Study of Isaiah presented in our

current Sunday School Quarterly is some-
thing a student of the Word doesn’t want
to miss. My heart has been blessed through
this study and I feel that I have grown
spiritually. Dr. Joel Slayton an instructor at
Central Baptist College in Conway, Arkan-
sas and writer of this quarterly has done an
excellent presentation in making the book
of Isaiah come alive. Not being a writer
personally is reason enough to be grateful
that our Lord has given us men like Dr.
Slayton who can help people like me to
grow in the Word. As I study it is also
encouraging to be reminded through the
content of these lessons that in the crucial
day in which we live our literature yet
remains conservative, strong doctrinally.
In case you have not secured a copy of this
quarterly let me encourage you to do, it
will bless your heart and benefit your life.

Missionary Edward Duval Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

How are you doing?  My family and I are
doing well.  After finishing a busy month in

June, my family and I got away for a weekend
vacation.  It was a well deserved and needed
vacation.  We had 14 professions of faith last
month!  My biggest challenge still lies ahead
of me, trying to get those who made a deci-
sion to continue to come to church.  There
have been other challenges as well.  Several
churches in the Delta Association met to
discuss the possibility of reactivating.  We
agreed to continue to meet for fellowship
quarterly.  We are looking forward to
fellowshipping with BMA churches here in
the Delta.
We are continuing to make payments toward
our land debt reduction.  I am confident that
God is going to provide.

A big challenge facing us is seeing the
enemy (Satan) going into homes and tearing
families apart.   Truly we must be living in the
last days.  There doesn’t seem to be any
resistance to these satanic activities.

Continue to pray for us that we can be that
light among the darkness and the refuge
when people get tired and begin to cry out for
the Lord.

We are always grateful for your prayers
and financial support.

Sincerely,
Edward Duvall

Lees Celebrate
50th Anniversary

On June 21, 2008, the Lee family and nu-
merous guests held a 50th Wedding Anni-
versary celebration for Bro. & Mrs. Lavell
Lee at Mill Creek Baptist Church in Picayune,

Mississippi. The Lee's were married June 24,
1958, in the old Leetown Church building.
Videos, songs, memorabilia, and thoughts
from their children were shared. Family &
friends then enjoyed a meal together. The
family thanks all who came to help make this
a special occasion.

Bro. Lee has been in the ministry since
1963. He has pastored in Lousiana, New
Mexico, and Mississippi. He now serves as
the Manager of the Revolving Loan Fund of
the BMA of Mississippi and is the Seniors
Minister at Mill Creek Baptist Church in
Picayune. He and his wife Myria have four
children (two who are pastors in the BMA),
eleven grandchildren, and one beloved cat.
The Lees live in the Leetown community near
Picayune.

BMA of Mississippi

MISSIONS DEPARTMENT
4226 HIGHWAY 15 NORTH, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39440 - (601) 428-8616

Rayburn Freeman, Director

Special Missions
Emphasis

 (Debt Reduction) Through July 20, 2008

Contribution By Churches
and Individuals

Antioch, Taylorsville 400.00
Ballardsville, Tupelo 100.00
Berean, Soso          1,040.00
Boguefala, Mooreville          1,150.00
Community, Poplarville 834.13
Creston Hills, Jackson 214.00
Cypress Creek, Wiggins 200.00
Divine Grace, Long Beach 905.00
East Fulton, Fulton          1,221.00
Fairview, Laurel 303.00
FB, Bay Springs 391.23
First of Calhoun, Laurel 500.00
Forked Oak, Booneville 436.31
Frank Panzrino          1,020.00
Grace, Pass Christian   53.00
Harmony, Hurley 304.00
Hopewell, Fulton   60.00
Hopewell, Laurel          1,600.00
Juanita Jefcoat   25.00
Lebanon, Laurel          1,744.17
Lee's Chapel #2, Picayune       845.35
Lynda Miller               10.00
Main Street, Petal          1,682.15
Movella, Lucedale 130.00
Mt. Carmel, Carriere        1,000.00
New Bethany, Seminary 238.00
Oak Grove S.S., Mantachie             150.00
Oak Grove, Lucedale  59.27
Oakland, Vicksburg             558.00
O'Neal Road, Gulfport 157.04
Palestine, Bay Springs 100.00
Riverside, Ellisville 300.00
Paramount, Perkinston          8,852.92
Riverside, Ellisville 300.00
Robert Welborn          2,500.00
Roger Jefcoat 100.00
Shady Grove, Tishomingo 500.00

Skyway Hills, Pearl          3,000.00
Spring Hill, Laurel 165.00
Temple, Biloxi   18.00
Ten Mile Ladies SS Class   69.00
Tombigbee Association         1,000.00
Washington, Neely   41.40
Wilderness, Vicksburg 280.00
Wolf Creek, Kiln 200.00
Zion, Anguilla          1,400.00
Total        35,356.97

Contributions (Payments)
made by Missions

New Beginnings        11,459.60
Grace, Guntown        13,316.13
Maple Street          1,250.00
LifePointe          8,342.10
Homestretch          2,667.45
Divine Grace        11,151.32
Total        48,186.60

Contributions made
by Revolving Loan Fund

Sale of Westhills, Meridian  200,000.00
Interest forgiven             not calculated
Total      200,000.00

Total All Income      283,543.57
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