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Search Committee
Announces Deadline

The Missions Director Search Com-
mittee has set September 15, 2011,
as the deadline for receiving re-
sumes for the position of Director of
Missions for the BMA of Mississippi.

Resumes should be mailed to
Harold Floyd at 19 Pat Holifield Rd.,
Laurel, MS 39443.

Jacksonville, TexasJacksonville, TexasJacksonville, TexasJacksonville, TexasJacksonville, Texas - Twenty-four stu-
dents attended the fifth Motion Class
of the summer, Biblical Evangelism
and Discipleship. The class, taught by
Dr. Elton McCann, Dr. Philip Attebery,
Dr. Charley Holmes, and Dr. David
Erickson, were held in Jacksonville,
Texas, on July 25-29. Throughout the
week, students learned valuable skills
of evangelism and discipleship. Within
the first two days of the class students
had already presented the Gospel to
97 different individuals and saw 39
people profess faith in Christ. On
Wednesday, July 27, the students and
professors traveled to Grand Saline,
Texas, where they ministered in the
community surrounding First Baptist
Church.  Dr. David Erickson reported
that the evangelism teams attempted
to visit every home in the neighbor-
hood and then expanded to reach

people in other areas of the town.
Masters student Michael Hight of

Little Rock, Arkansas, explained the
importance of evangelism. Referenc-
ing I Corinthians 1:21 he stated, “The
Bible tells us that it is the foolishness
of men—preaching the Word—that

God uses to draw people to Himself.
That word does not mean preaching
from the pulpit. It means teaching the
Gospel.” As a third level evangelism
student, he expressed gratitude for
the opportunity to train others in Evan-
gelism Explosion. “When you can teach
something to someone else, you know
that you really did learn it,” he said.

New student Allen Pierce reflected
on the kingdom impact of the week:
“During my drive home after the [fi-
nal] exam, I reflected on the events of
the week. I literally wept and could not
stop. I thought about "R and S,"  whom
I met on Monday, who were weeping
openly as they realized their broken
condition and need for Jesus in their
lives. On Tuesday, as "B" hugged and
squeezed me crying after she prayed,
she told us that she had been blaming
God for the death of a close loved one,

but wanted to be free from that bur-
den. On Wednesday, "S," a slave in a
world of drugs, wept as I shared with
her how Jesus had given me the
strength almost 30 years ago to turn
my back on drugs. She wanted to spend
eternity with her mom in heaven, but
knew she would not; yet she chose not
to pray to receive Jesus. And then on
Thursday morning, I can hardly even
write or think about it without becom-
ing overwhelmed with emotion, "L,"
crying out loud to heaven weeping,
thanking Jesus for saving her—not
only from her sins, but the act she was
about to commit: to take her own life.
I will never be the same. That's what it
was all about. It is all about Jesus.“

Other students echoed the excite-
ment of Bro. Pierce. MDiv student
Clint Covington reflected on one mean-
ingful experience, “It was a great ex-
perience to see the excitement of a
whole family coming to Christ.”

Please be in prayer for the men,
women, and children who received the
Gospel during the evangelism class.
Some of them will be contacted by local
students and professors in order to
follow up and offer discipleship. Pray
that they will begin growing in Christ.

And pray for the students who were
impacted this week, that they will take
the knowledge and skills gained and
implement them in their own churches
and communities. To God be the glory!

October is 'Pastor Appreciation Month'
An open letter to Church Deacon Boards

Dear Deacon Chairman,Dear Deacon Chairman,Dear Deacon Chairman,Dear Deacon Chairman,Dear Deacon Chairman,
I hope this letter finds you and your

church family enjoying the very best of
the Father’s blessings. On behalf of
Donny Parrish, Kevin Clayton and the
entire DiscipleGuide staff I want to
say “thanks” for the faithful service
you give to Christ and His church. The
churches of the BMA of America are
blessed to have men like you assisting
pastors in the work of ministry.

Not only has God blessed His
churches with faithful laymen like
yourself, He has also given us wonder-
ful, God-called pastors who faithfully
and unselfishly lead His churches.
Many times we take for granted the
sacrificial service they render to the
Father and to us. We may never know,
this side of heaven, how many times
our names are called-out to God in
prayer by our pastor-shepherd as he

“stands in the gap” for us. I, for one, am
very thankful to have a God-called
and God-anointed man to call my pas-
tor.

How can we express our apprecia-
tion, thanks, and love to our pastors,
staff and their spouses. There are many
ways but I want to mention just one.
October has been designated as “Pas-
tor Appreciation Month” across our
nation. It is a special month set aside
to let our pastors know how much they
are loved and appreciated. In recogni-
tion of Pastor Appreciation Month,
DiscipleGuide Conference Ministry
has scheduled our annual Pastors
Oasis for October 11-13, 2011. Pastors
Oasis is three days of inspirational
teaching, outstanding music, relax-
ation and wonderful fellowship. The
location for this year’s Oasis is the
beautiful Chateau On The Lake in

Branson, Missouri. The cost for the
conference is $75 per person ($85. if
paid after September 10 or $95 if you
stay off-site). Additional costs for your
church include: hotel ($125 per night
for 2 nights), travel, and a few meals.
Hotel accommodations can be secured
by calling the Resort at 888.333.5253
by September 10.

Because your pastor would never
ask the church to send him and his
wife to the Oasis, we are asking you, as
the Chairman of Deacons to lead your
church in sending them.  Would you
please use your leadership and influ-
ence to lead your church to present
this trip as a gift to your pastor and
staff?  A gift such as this will mean
more than anything you can do for
them.

BMA Seminary Stresses Evangelism

continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2continued on page 2
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News articles should
contain information that will be
of interest to the general public

who are not members of the
church that is reporting.

CHURCH
NEWS

At Pastors Oasis your pastor
will enjoy the inspiring teach-
ing of Dr. Voddie Baucham, Sr.
Pastor of the Grace Family
Baptist Church in Spring,
Texas and Director of Voddie
Baucham Ministries. Dr.
Baucham is a gifted speaker
and one of the most influential
voices for God in our country
today. In addition to the great
teaching we will enjoy inspira-
tional singing with Neil Dumas,
laugh with Comedian, Dennis
Swanberg, concerts by Crystal
River & Undivided Heart, and
a banquet to honor our pastors
and their wives with Guest
Artist, Larnelle Harris.

We invite you to prayerfully
consider sending your entire
paid staff along with their
spouses to the Oasis.  To regis-
ter your pastor and staff online,
go to www.DiscipleGuide.org
and follow the prompts or print
and fill out the registration
form and mail to DCM by Sep-
tember 12. DCM will send your
church a special certificate to
present to your pastor during a
worship service.

Thanks in advance for hon-
oring and blessing your pastor
and wife in this special way!
We look forward to hearing
from you.

Kirk Shelton
Pastoral Ministries &
Church Growth Consultant

DeaconsDeaconsDeaconsDeaconsDeacons
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1

TAKE TIME TO PRAY
Editor's Note: My friend Dr. Tony Cleaver is a prolific writer and
is gracious in his sharing his thoughts with us. For the next four
issues we are highlighting excerpts from a project he is working
on. As you read these prayers, let them be an inspiration to you
to strengthen your own prayer life.

Tony Cleaver

Lord, God of my life; please hear me as I pray this prayer.
It seems there are big sins and little sins.  By some

accounts, if I commit enough little sins, they will soon be
enough to comprise a big sin. I don't know if You work that
way with Your count.  Your Word tells me that lust is one of
those big and major sins I commit with great energy and
ease. My church's historic message says the
same thing about lust: it is one of the major
sins.  I am guilty of major sin.

When I think of lust, I think of yearn,
desire, hunger after, or really ache in my
bones I want something so badly. It is easy for
me to say, "I don't lust after those things other
people lust after. I'm not as bad as 'they' are."
The fact of the matter is I do lust like other
people. The difference is I probably lust more
often and with greater intensity. I am guilty of a major sin.

Since I am guilty of a major sin, I confess this to You.  I
don't have to wait for the little sins to mount up to one big
heap before I am lost and in trouble.  I am lost and in trouble
now. I yearn after those things that are not in my best
interest. I ache in my bones to have the "things" that do me
no good.  I set my heart on positions of power that are subtly
transitory-and You know it!

Lord, have mercy on me, the sinner. I am one who lusts
after the things of this life and the things of this world and
the bright lights of humankind fabrication. Forgive me for
seeking last the Kingdom of God and righteousness from
Your Son. Lord, have mercy on me.  I turn from lust.  I
repent-that is I turn around with Your power toward Jesus.

In the name of Jesus, I pray this prayer.  Forgive me of
lust. Amen.

Laurel Church seeks YouthLaurel Church seeks YouthLaurel Church seeks YouthLaurel Church seeks YouthLaurel Church seeks Youth
Minister & Children’s DirectorMinister & Children’s DirectorMinister & Children’s DirectorMinister & Children’s DirectorMinister & Children’s Director

Positions for Youth Minister
and Children's Director are open
at First Baptist Church of Shady
Grove. If interested, please send
resume to: First Baptist Church of
Shady Grove, 4514 Hwy 15 North,
Laurel, MS 39443, attn: Bro.
Danny Pitts, or call 601-426-6098.

Dykes Chapel toDykes Chapel toDykes Chapel toDykes Chapel toDykes Chapel to
celebrate Homecomingcelebrate Homecomingcelebrate Homecomingcelebrate Homecomingcelebrate Homecoming

On Sunday, August 28th, Dykes
Chapel Baptist Church in
Richton,.will have homecoming
services.  After morning worship
service we'll have lunch in the
fellowship hall. Please bring a cov-
ered dish and join us for lunch. At
1:30 p.m. there will be singing and
celebration. Music will be enjoyed
with members, visitors, and
friends that wish to participate.
Past members, pastors, family,
and friends are invited to  join us
for a joyous occasion.

Mid-Central Association ReportMid-Central Association ReportMid-Central Association ReportMid-Central Association ReportMid-Central Association Report
On July 16, 2011 the Mid-Cen-

tral Association held their regular
meeting at Rock Creek Mission-
ary Baptist Church with 28 in at-
tendance. Bro. Wayne Stockstill
lead the congregation in a song
and Bro. Ricky Smith opened in
prayer. April Ezell blessed us in

song with “In The Gloryland Way”
and Brenda Smith with “From
Heaven’s Point of View”.

Bro. Bill Raines delivered the
message from Genesis 12:1-9.  The
Minutes were read by Ronnie
Williamson.  The Treasury Report
was read by Ricky Smith.  Both
were voted and approved.  The
Missionary Committee agreed to
meet at 8:00 A.M. at the Annual
meeting at Broadmoor Mission-
ary Baptist Church. Bro. Bill
Raines gave a report on the Bible
Crusade.  Bro. Kent Grice gave a
brief report on Lifeword. We voted
to change the times of the regular
meetings from 7:00 P.M. to 6:00
P.M.  The meeting was closed in
prayer by Bro. Gary Smith.

We were blessed with a great
time of food and fellowship after
the meeting.  Our next meeting
will be held at Broadmoor Mis-
sionary Baptist Church on Sep-
tember 17, 2011 at 9:00 A.M.

Jimmy Harrison, Moderator
Joyce Williamson, Reporter

Ten Mile Association MeetingTen Mile Association MeetingTen Mile Association MeetingTen Mile Association MeetingTen Mile Association Meeting
The Ten Mile Association Meet-

ing was held at Vardaman Street
Baptist Church in Wiggins on
Monday the 8th of August.  There
were 11 churches present.  The
message was brought by Bro. Greg

Wells,  from 2 Kings 6:1-6.
The next meeting will be held

Saturday the 17th of September
at First Baptist Church of Orange
Grove. This will be our annual
meeting. Service will begin at 9:30
am.

Christopher Flynn, Reporter
Wallace Williams, Moderator

Tombigbee AssociationTombigbee AssociationTombigbee AssociationTombigbee AssociationTombigbee Association
The Tombigbee  Association met

at South Green Baptist Church on
August11. Bro. Gary O’Neal
opened in prayer. A gracious meal
was served by the host church.
The special music was brought by
George Emison.  A great message
was brought by Bro. Blake McCain
"What is man's greastest need?”
with the text taken from Romans
10:1-10.

We had 10 churches repre-
sented with a total of 63 present.
Reports were given by Bro. Bobby
Elliott on the new mission in
Burnsville along with reports
given by Bro. Akers on Southeast-
ern College. Bro. Dale Broom
asked for prayers and support for
his work in Ghana, West Africa.
Bro. Wexford reported on missions
and Bro. Elvis Garcia reported on
his work.

Moderator Bro. Matt Hudson
Reporter Debbie Franks

Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

Equipping Your Teen For School
Sometimes we parents get

so caught up in all the task to
perform in getting our kids
ready for school, that we forget
to set aside time for the really
important aspect of back to
school preparation.  We must
talk to our teens about going
back to school, and what to
expect.  Your teens may act
like they have it all together.
They may want you to think
that they don’t need you any-
more.  However, that is just a
facade of adolescent individua-
tion. Beneath that confident,
sometimes cocky, exterior is the
same little boy or girl that you
have helped teach things about
life ever since that first day.
Inside, they are a jumbled mess
of emotions, hormones and ac-
tually a lot of fears and insecu-
rities.

They may not tell you how
they feel, but what they are
feeling is a normal part of hu-
man development.  They will

not be near as anxious or fear-
ful inside if you communicate
clearly with them what they
should expect when they go to
school.  The “unknown” causes
a great deal of concern to an
already stressed out time of
life.  Find some quiet time to
talk to them about several
things.

The best time to talk to teens
is when they go to bed.  They

usually are finally unplugged
from all of their external stimu-
lation. It usually is a time they
reflect on their day and the day
that
lies ahead, much like we adults
do. Don’t make it sound like
you are preaching to them.  Just
have a conversation.  Some-
times it helps by starting out
your conversation sharing
some fears or anxieties you had
as a teen.  Let them know that
they are not weird or crazy for
having these feelings. They still
may not acknowledge to you
that they have these feelings,
but inside they are sighing with
relief that they are not the only
ones to ever feel this way.

I remember when my daugh-
ter was starting middle school.
It was a huge middle school
and very different from the el-
ementary she had been attend-
ing.  I told her, “I guess you
know I am just a little bit afraid
for you going to that big school
tomorrow.”  She said, “I guess
you know I am just a little bit
afraid of going to that big school
tomorrow also.”  That launched
a conversation about our ex-
pectations of the school year
and our fears and anxieties.

I wanted to help her know
that you don’t have to know
everything and have it all
mapped out ahead of time. Re-
siliency means the ability to
adapt to change quickly.  In
other words, I wanted her to
know that you can’t know ev-
erything.  You sometimes just
have to roll with the flow.  Share
with them that is how you feel
sometimes about work even at
your age.  It helps their vulner-
ability.

Here are some things you
need to discuss with your teen

going into another year at
middle school or high school.  If
this is their first year there, it
is even more important that
you extend the conversation.

1.  Bullies.  All schools today
have policies against bullying.
But it doesn’t mean that your
child will escape this.  You have
to explain that there will al-
ways be mad people and mean
people in the world.  We need to
have compassion on some of
these kids because they are that
way because of their home life.
Maybe they could even reach
out to them with Jesus and
give them hope.

It is always a good thing to
be able to take a bully and turn
them into a brother.  You must
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The Great Escape Cruise
February 6-11, 2012
 
Attention all Youth Pastors, Volunteer Youth Leaders and Spouses!
The Great Escape is for you! Carnival’s 5-Day Western Caribbean Cruise departs 
from New Orleans, Louisiana aboard the Elation with ports of call in Cozumel & 
Progresso Yucatan, Mexico. Booking begins August 15th and goes through August 
29, 2011. The Carnival reservation phone number and group booking reference will 
be posted on our web site on August 15 at www.DiscipleGuide.org. Cruise cabin 
prices range from $330 - $370 per person. A $200 deposit per person is due at 

Registration with DiscipleGuide Conference Ministry is $50 per person.

Guest Speaker – Shawn Hammontree
Network with other leaders, Gain leadership skills,
Fellowship, Refresh, Time with spouse

Join us for The Great Escape!

February 6-11, 2012

The Great Escape Cruise
The Great Escape Cruise is

designed as a getaway and
growing experience for paid
and volunteer youth leaders
and their spouses. Great Es-
cape is an opportunity for youth
leaders to network, gain lead-
ership knowledge, fellowship,
relax and be ministered to for a
change. Carnival’s 5-day West-
ern Caribbean Cruise departs
from New Orleans, Louisiana
on the Carnival Ship Elation
with ports of call in Cozumel &
Progresso Yucatan, Mexico.

Once the group is booked on
August 14, you will have two
weeks to secure your cabin and
that is why we want to get the
information to you in advance
of booking the group. You may
book your cruise through Car-
nival August 15-29, 2011. The
cost may vary $10-$15 per per-
son. The estimated cost is $330
per person for an interior cabin
or $370 per person for an ocean
view cabin. If you are a past

cruiser and there is an early
sail price available when you
book, they will adjust your rate
accordingly. Cost includes all
taxes, port charges, meals, en-
tertainment, lodging and ports
of call. Additional cost would
be for soft drinks, gratuities
and any port excursions. When
you book your cabin you will
need to pay a $200 deposit per
person to Carnival with final
payment due December 9,
2011. Details may change
slightly at booking, but the date
will not change. We will pub-
lish the Carnival reservation
phone number along with the
group number you will need to
secure your spot. Watch your
e-mail and our website at
www.DiscipleGuide.org.

Registration for the Great
Escape with DiscipleGuide
Conference Ministries is $50
per person and will be expected
by the August 29 cutoff date.
Carnival has the option to ex-

tend our group booking date
according to how our pickup
goes. You can register online or
download a form and mail to
DCM with your check. General
Sessions will be held when pos-
sible while at sea with well
known youth leader, Shawn
Hammontree from Antioch
Baptist Church in Conway,
Arkansas. Along with worship,
fellowship and on-board activi-
ties, Great Escape Cruise prom-
ises to be just what you need to
start the year off with some
fresh ideas. More details will
be available as cruise date
nears. You may e-mail
triciak@conwaycorp.net or call
the DCM office with any ques-
tions at 501-513-2159.

Get ready to set sail for the
Great Escape Cruise 2012. You
will cherish the time with your
spouse and the many friend-
ships you will develop at Great
Escape.

See you on the Cruise!

Ministers Resource ServicesMinisters Resource ServicesMinisters Resource ServicesMinisters Resource ServicesMinisters Resource Services
RETIREMENT AGENCY OF THE BMA OF AMERICA

RON CHESSER, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
As I sit down to write an article for our BMA state papers, I am

not sure what to write but I feel I must say something.  These are
perplexing times in our nation and world.  It seems that every
day more bad news is delivered to us by the media.  Yet in the
midst of a bad economy and the unbelievable battle going on in
Washington, we as believers know that our sovereign God is still
in control.

At the end of July the Dow closed at over 12,000 and six trading
days later it closed under 11,000.  What must one do – panic?  I
don’t believe so; remember God is still in control.  In my almost
twelve years as executive director of Ministers Resource Ser-
vices, I have seen the market go up and down several times.  I
have seen the Dow trade as low as 6,000 and as high as 13,000.
During the down times folks in the BMA Long Term Growth at
MRS observed that their account took a significant hit, but as the
market turned around they always gained back what they had
seen dwindle away plus they had a nice gain in the value of their
account.  I encourage you who are in LTG to be patient during
these times if you have five to seven years till retirement.

There is an option at MRS for folks who cannot stand the
volatility of the market.  Manning and Napier Advantage Corp.
of Rochester, New York, manages not only our Long Term
Growth, but also our Fixed Income portfolio.  Our Fixed Income
is not tied to the stock market making it a more stable invest-
ment.  We are currently paying 3% annually on Fixed Income.  If
a participant chooses, they can diversify between LTG and Fixed
Income giving them a more balanced and protected portfolio.

In the midst of all the bad news in our world, there is always
some good news and things that we can give thanks to God.  Our
BMA Retirement portfolio has exceeded 12 million dollars,
closing several days in July at over 12.4 million. In the past eight
plus years we have grown over 9 million dollars in retirement
assets.  In the past eight years our LTG has averaged a return of
8.35% annually.  In 2009 we averaged $3,000 dollars daily being
deposited to retirement accounts.  In 2010 that jumped to a daily
average of $5,000 dollars and thus far this year, 2011, it has gone
to an average of $7,000 dollars daily being deposited to
participant’s accounts in our BMA Retirement.

You may contact Ministers Resource Services, the retirement
agency of the BMA of America, at P. O. Box 2866, Texarkana, AR
75504, by phone at 870-774-2654 or email Executive Director,
Ron Chesser, at RChesser6365@aol.com.  If you have an account
at MRS, why not contact us and let’s discuss your account and
financial situation for retirement.  Let’s see what is best for you!

Guiding Children toGuiding Children toGuiding Children toGuiding Children toGuiding Children to
Understand God’Understand God’Understand God’Understand God’Understand God’s Ws Ws Ws Ws Wordordordordord

by Amelia Beasley, children’s editorby Amelia Beasley, children’s editorby Amelia Beasley, children’s editorby Amelia Beasley, children’s editorby Amelia Beasley, children’s editor
DiscipleGuide Publishing MinistryDiscipleGuide Publishing MinistryDiscipleGuide Publishing MinistryDiscipleGuide Publishing MinistryDiscipleGuide Publishing Ministry

This fall teachers and students will see a meaningful
change in the Victory Series curriculum. Printed verses
will be from the New King James Version. This change
will present God’s Word for
study and memorization using
our standard daily English lan-
guage.

You will find that some
verses have no changes at
all. Other verses reflect stan-
dardized English spellings and capitalized pronouns
showing reference to God. Our goal is to teach the Bible
in the most meaningful way possible to guide children to
fully understand God’s Word.
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

Don Brown
Editor

Thomas Shroads II
Bro. Thomas (Tommy)

Shroads II surrendered to the
ministry several months ago. He
is the son of Thomas and Dor-
othy Shroads, Music Director and
Pianist at Westview Baptist
Church in Oxford. He has
preached several sermons lo-
cally. He is available for pulpit
supply and can be reached at
662-934-2375 or 662-563-4810.

DiscipleWay - A Good Way!
I was recently able to undergo the DiscipleWay

Training Process at Magnolia Church, Hattiesburg.
Approximately 40 individuals were present to
learn and study the 7 disciplines of  DiscipleWay.

A number of trainers were present to lead us
and help us get ready to be "trainers".

We each learned how much we really did not
know about Bible Study, witnessing, leading,
prayer and other areas of our Christian walk.

All of the attendees enjoyed this effort and we
carried away a sense of enthusiasm about this
effort to disciple others.

The training is intense, but well worth the effort. I encourage each
of our pastors, lay leaders and churches to make every effort to
attend one of these sessions. For more information contact
DiscipleWay coordinators Tommy & Judy Wallace at
wallace@discipleway.com or by calling 501-724-3193 (Home) or
501-281-3886 (Cell).

Above - The trainees undergoing the DiscipleWay Training process at
Magnolia Baptist Church in Hattiesburg.

Below - Coordinator Judy Wallace delivers each participants individual
training material. The next training session is scheduled for Arkansas in
September. Contact Judy Wallace using the information listed above to be
a part of this session.

Tommy & Judy Wallace are
the DiscipleWay coordinators

Dr. Philip Attebery (right) teach-
ing Pastor Bob Burch the basics
of the guitar and demonstrating
basic teaching techniques.

Below, Burch uses what he
learned to teach student Vernon
Newman how to play the guitar.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Eyeglasses for BMMI Trips
by Shirley Laddby Shirley Laddby Shirley Laddby Shirley Laddby Shirley Ladd

Mrs. Ladd & her husband Dr. John Ladd serve as BMAA
Missionaries in Mexico

Her eyes opened widely as she exclaimed, “Yes! Yes!  Now I can
see the eye of the needle”, and she slipped the thread right
through it!
“No, No, the letters are still very blurry.”  Suddenly, with a big
smile on his face, he exclaimed, “That’s clear!  I can read it!”

On the two most
recent BMMI trips to
Moldova and Domini-
can Republic, reading
glasses were a big part
of the ministry.  Many
Christians were ex-
cited about now being
able to see well
enough to read their
Bible.  In Dominican
Republic over 260 of
the 500 pairs of read-
ing glasses taken on the trip, went home with happy people.

The following strengths were most used:  1.00, 1.25, 1.50, 3.00,
3.25, and 3.50.  Of course, everything in between is useful also.
Glasses like the ones that are sold at Dollar Tree….yes, only $1
per pair….are filling the needs of many people.  If your church,
Sunday School class, WMA, youth group, Brotherhood, or VBS
would like to be a part of this ministry, you may either buy the
glasses yourself or send a designated offering for “Eyeglasses” to
BMMI, P.O. Box 30910, Little Rock, AR  72260.
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Moral Action Committee

Baptist Missionary Association of America
Dr. John M. Adams,Director

P.O. Box 305, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863
Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com

John Adams

Compass Study Guide

Compass Point Study Guide

Resources You Can Trust

Washington, D.C.Washington, D.C.Washington, D.C.Washington, D.C.Washington, D.C. - Mrs. Adams and I represented the BMA
family at the Family Research Council’s “Watchmen on the Wall”
Conference in Washington, D.C., May 23-27, 2011.  The confer-
ence hosted six hundred (600) attendees who were part of the
“Bring Back America” agenda.  Included in the conference were
elected officials, pastors, lay leaders, and moralists of our day.

Mrs. Adams and I participated in several of the sessions which
included a Prayer Walk for the United States Senate and House
offices.  We had the opportunity to meet Senator Jim DeMint of
South Carolina.  Senator DeMint, 60, is a Christian conservative
and has an outstanding Christian testimony.
(www.JimDemint.senate.gov)

We also had the pleasure to meet and share with Presidential
candidate and United States Congresswoman, Michele Bachmann
of Minnesota  www.michelebachmann.house.gov )

Congresswoman Bachmann was a principal speaker at the
conference.  She gave her Christian testimony and presented her
agenda for this nation.  Priority one is to turn our great nation
back to God and a true democracy.  Her speech included thoughts
of our nation assuming spiritual and financial responsibilities.
Mrs. Bachmann’s husband is the owner of a Christian Counsel-
ing Center.

We thank our BMA churches for allowing us to share with so
many of our national leaders.  Continue to pray for the USA.

Above - Dr. & Mrs. John Adams
with Congresswoman Michelle
Bachmann
Below - Meeting with Senator
Jim Demint

Freedom Offering as of August 3, 2011Freedom Offering as of August 3, 2011Freedom Offering as of August 3, 2011Freedom Offering as of August 3, 2011Freedom Offering as of August 3, 2011
Thanks to each church, individual and organization that gave

so willingly to Moral Action. Below are the memorials and
honorariums for 2011 followed by memorials and honorariums
for 2010.  These are also published in the BMA Annual Reports
and Recommendations Handbook.

2011 Freedom Offering:2011 Freedom Offering:2011 Freedom Offering:2011 Freedom Offering:2011 Freedom Offering:
ALABAMA
Helton Road, Theodore 100.00

ARKANSAS
Antioch West, Magnolia 200.00
Beacon, Gravette 200.00
Beech Street, Crossett 100.00
Bethel, Forrest City 145.00
Big Creek Valley, Jonesboro 115.00
Blackwell, Atkins 100.00
Bodcaw, Rosston 100.00
Calvary, Fayetteville 210.00
First, North Lewisville HONOR:

Wade Adams; Kevin Mahar, Brandon Bentley 116.00
First, McNeil 325.00
First, Magnolia 1,000.00
Grace, El Dorado HONOR: Justin Rodgers 198.75
Grace, Bee Branch 250.00
Knighton Chapel, Lewisville 200.00
Liberty, Stamps 133.00
New Friendship, Kingsland 176.00
New Hope, Junction City 100.00
North Hills, Sherwood   25.00
Wilson, Todd or Jennifer   50.00

ILLINOIS
Friendship, Caseyville  109.00

KANSAS
Crossroads, Ottawa    86.00
Mt Olive, Giraud  251.00

continued on page 7
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CHILDREN'S HOME
118 LOWE ROAD, LAUREL, MISSISSIPPI 39443 - (601) 426-3928

SIDNEY DAVIS
DIRECTOR

Revival ServicesRevival ServicesRevival ServicesRevival ServicesRevival Services
We had revival services at our home church the

week of July 24-27 with Bro. Jerry Jolly from
Arkansas serving as the evangelist.  We are
thankful for faithful servants of God who con-
tinue to deliver the Word of God in its truth and
purity.

School Has Started BackSchool Has Started BackSchool Has Started BackSchool Has Started BackSchool Has Started Back
On August 8 everyone got back into the routine

of getting up and getting back in the schedule of
school.  The girls and boys enjoyed their summer, but it seems
they were eager and ready for school to begin.

Continue to remember our girls and boys in your prayers each
day that the Lord will be their source of strength and help in the
days in which we live.

National GMA OfficersNational GMA OfficersNational GMA OfficersNational GMA OfficersNational GMA Officers

Back Row: Haven Townsend, Olivia Fairley, Susan Campbell,
Sidney Meriweather
Front Row: Addie Bender, Jessica Glasscock, Emily Luck, not
pictured; Sarah Hammontree

Alternate Junior MissAlternate Junior MissAlternate Junior MissAlternate Junior MissAlternate Junior Miss
GMAGMAGMAGMAGMA is Carley Crisp of
Arkansas

Alt Miss and 2011-2012Alt Miss and 2011-2012Alt Miss and 2011-2012Alt Miss and 2011-2012Alt Miss and 2011-2012
National GMA PresidentNational GMA PresidentNational GMA PresidentNational GMA PresidentNational GMA President
is Jessica Glasscock from
Texas

 

A Matter of the Heart
by Bro. Danny Pitts, pastorby Bro. Danny Pitts, pastorby Bro. Danny Pitts, pastorby Bro. Danny Pitts, pastorby Bro. Danny Pitts, pastor

First Baptist Church of Shady Grove, Laurel, MississippiFirst Baptist Church of Shady Grove, Laurel, MississippiFirst Baptist Church of Shady Grove, Laurel, MississippiFirst Baptist Church of Shady Grove, Laurel, MississippiFirst Baptist Church of Shady Grove, Laurel, Mississippi

“Keep thy heart with all dili-
gence; for out of it are the is-
sues of life” (Proverbs 4:23)

My dad had always seemed
the picture of vigor. Very rarely
did he even have the flu or
colds. He seemed invulnerable
to health issues. It appeared
that he would live forever. Then
the day arrived that he experi-
enced pain in his chest and
arms while mowing the lawn
with a push mower. Shortly
thereafter, relatives rushed
him to the hospital. The diag-
nosis was a heart attack. By-
pass surgery corrected block-
age in three or four arteries.
The condition of his heart had
brought him near to death. But
with exercise and a careful diet,
he lived nearly ten years more
before he had additional heart
trouble. After another heart
attack and surgery, he ended
up on the heart transplant list.
Following another heart attack,
he went to be with the Lord
before a heart became avail-

able.
Prior to the last heart at-

tack, his heart function was
measured to be about fourteen
percent. During his last year
Dad stayed in the hospital or
confined at home most days. In
his weakened condition he
moved slowly and was limited
in what he could do. On several
occasions he was rushed to the
hospital during the middle of
the night to remove fluid that
had built up around his heart.
So much of his lifestyle was
shaped by the condition of his
heart.

In a spiritual sense a corre-
sponding truth surfaces: “Keep
thy heart with all diligence; for
out of it are the issues of life”
(Proverbs 4:23). The entire life
of a believer will be shaped by
what he allows in his heart.
The wise person will carefully
guard the influences that come
into his heart.

In this context the word keep
means “to guard.” The prin-

ciple in this verse is to guard
your heart carefully. The heart
is the seat of the emotions. The
term heart expresses the es-
sence of who you are. You are
warned to stand as a guard and
be careful what you allow into
your heart. You must do this
because out of your heart is-
sues (or pours forth) the kind of
life you live. It will determine
what kind of person you be-
come. Because wise parents
recognize this truth, they con-
trol the materials and situa-
tions in which their children
are exposed. Undeniably what
you allow in will come out. In
computer language, if trash is
allowed in, trash will come out.
The other side is just as true;
godliness in, godliness out. Not
only does this principle pertain
to children, it affects adult ex-
perience as well

-From Life Issues From a
Wise Father on page 35 of the
Christian Growth Ministry
(Taken from bulletin of FBC
ShadyGrove)

I Hate Snakes
Guest Commentary byGuest Commentary byGuest Commentary byGuest Commentary byGuest Commentary by

Bro. Ritechus N. DignationBro. Ritechus N. DignationBro. Ritechus N. DignationBro. Ritechus N. DignationBro. Ritechus N. Dignation
I hate snakes. I have never

stepped on a snake, but have
come close a couple of times. I
have stepped by snakes, around
snakes and over snakes. I have
even had snakes fall on me.
But I ain't never stepped on a
snake. I hear they don't take
too kindly to being stomped on
and will bite you. I once
preached a revival in Greene
County, Mississippi, and they
got rattlesnakes all over the
place down there. One night,
before the service, a man took
me and my son to look at a dead
rattlesnake in the back of his
pickup. He had just knocked
him in the head on the way to
church. We looked that snake
over real close as I explainified
to my son the dangers of rattle-
snakes. When we got out of
church that night, the dead
snake was alive and well and
on top of the toolbox in the back
of the truck. The guy knocked
him in the head again, but this
time, a mite harder. If I had
even thought that critter was
still alive, when lookin' at it
earlier, I wouldn't have got
within 15 feet of it.

Would you rather err on the
side of righteousness or

unrighteousness? Would you
rather get close to a snake or
remain at a distance? Chris-
tian liberty may say, "I can do
it, I have a right, it's allowed",
but Christian maturity says,
"For me to live is Christ and I
love God and want to protect
my testimony." It has always
amazed me at the length to
which people will go to get near
sin, but won't even begin to pay
the price to get near God. If you
are more interested in getting
closer to sin than in getting
closer to God, something is
wrong. Getting near a snake
don't mean you will be bitten,
but it increases your chances.

It bothers me when Chris-
tians spend more time looking
for loopholes that allow them
freedom to indulge in, or take
part in that which is question-
able for Christians. It just tells
me they are more focused on
themselves than on God. Plus,
there is always potential dan-
ger, for sin can bite like a snake.

I once preached at a church
in the city and was grieved at
what I saw. Several women
were half naked. It can be hard
for a preacher to focus on righ-
teousness with so much skin
showin'. People who know me
will say, "Well there he goes

again, harping on dress, when
there are more important
things." There certainly are
more important things, but
dress and appearance also have
a place of importance. Loop-
hole seekers are always turn-
ing attention away to "more
important" things. And even if
I DO harp on certain things,
it's usually because everyone
else's harp is broken, and they
are silent on certain issues.
There is a direct connection
between nakedness and in-
flamed lust. There is also a
direct connection between goin'
into the woods or to a lake and
finding a snake. Going where
snakes live increases the
chance of finding and even step-
ping on snakes. Staying away
from the pond decreases the
possibility of seeing and step-
ping on snakes.

Hungering and thirsting af-
ter God, with a desire to please
Him, decreases opportunities
to sin and dishonor Him. WHY
are Christians so concerned
with this world, it's styles and
fashions, programs and all it
has to offer when they could
feast on the things of God and
the genuine peace, joy and ful-
fillment that comes only from
dedication to Him?

Legalist? Legalism? The
word has to do with adhering
to law. I'll take law any day
over lawlessness. And watch
out for snakes.
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MISSISSIPPI
Berean, Soso  250.00
Calvary, Taylorsville  100.00
Central, Corinth  100.00
Cresswell, Jimmy & Ann   10.00
East Amory, Amory

IN MEMORY: Gene Aldridge; Clevert Berryhill; J.B. Edwards; Casy
Fooshee; Clay V. Foster; Melvin Gibbs; Robert Kyukendall; Charles D
McCollum: Woodie Morrow; Elmo Powell; Charles Ratliff; Troy Thornton

IN HONOR: Richard Culver; Roy Bottorff; Bobby Jolly, Ralph Kuykendall;
Dennis Tate; Russell A Taylor; Tommy Thompson; Ray Warren  250.00
Emmanuel, Tupelo  200.00
First, Calhoun  500.00
First, Mantachie  932.00
First, Shady Grove  217.00
Harmony, Hurley HONOR: Randall Sexton, III; Allen Sexton  75.00
Herndon, M/M Clayton  20.00
Leakesville, Leakesville MEMORY: Ford Hodges  126.00
Lebanon, Laurel  476.00
Liberty, Belzoni  245.00
Little Creek, Perkinston  100.00
Paramount, Perkinston  483.50
Parkview, Laurel    50.00
Ramsey Creek, Saucier  200.00
Unity, Guntown  284.00

MISSOURI
Faith, Independence    35.00
Harmony Heights, Independence MEMORY: Lilburn C Hurd  130.00
Oak Hill  300.00

OKLAHOMA
Moorewood, Leedey 2,400.00
Port City, CatoosaHONOR: Richard Privitt     50.00

TEXAS
Beech Grove, Jasper  500.00
Camille Acres, Longview  200.00
Central, Bronte HONOR: Steven Hill    20.00
Circle Drive, Bridge City  150.00
Corinth, Jacksonville  100.00
Enon, Iola  100.00
Enterprise, Jacksonville  113.00
Farley Street, Waxahachie  500.00
Fellowship, White Oak  100.00
Macedonia, Pittsburg  100.00
New Bethlehem, Conroe  140.00
New Hope, Mineola MEMORY: Joshua Powell  200.00
Richland Heights, Grand Saline   32.00
Rosewood, Gilmer  120.00
Sheridan Terrace, Palestine   40.00
South Park, Ft Worth  200.00
Sunset, Lamesa  100.00
Tabernacle, Jacksonville HONOR: Adrian Laney; Josua Rae  100.00
Wyatt Drive, Ft Worth  100.00
2011 TOTAL $14,738.25

2010 Honorarium/Memorial
Calvary, White Hall, AR HONOR: Justin Wilson  153.00
Central, Mineola, TX HONOR: Eddie Holcomb, Rob Stedry, Don Mewborn
 75.00
Faith, Newport, AR HONOR: Roland Coleman  60.00
First, Mantachie, MS HONOR: Hudson Riley; Bill Tolleson; H.R. McFerrin;
AJ Morrell; Ruben Bustamante, SR; Darryl DeReamer; Greg Nolan; Jerry
Jones; Carlos Silva...MEMORY: Emilo Briones; LD Sherffield; W.S. Boyd

3,070.80
Harmony Heights, Independence, MO

Memory: Carl Holke, Spofford Sloan, LC Hund  450.56

Moral Moral Moral Moral Moral Action GivingAction GivingAction GivingAction GivingAction Giving
from page 5from page 5from page 5from page 5from page 5

Excessive Celebration
by Bro. Chuck Leeby Bro. Chuck Leeby Bro. Chuck Leeby Bro. Chuck Leeby Bro. Chuck Lee

Chuck Lee

It was third down and short,
maybe a yard to go for the first
down, and every player on the
field was bunched
tight together wait-
ing for the snap of
the ball.  Sweat
dripped into their
eyes while their ach-
ing legs poised to
spring into action.
The signal was given;
the ball pushed into
the outstretched
hands of the quarter-
back, and for what
seemed a mere blink
of the eye, the play
was fulfilled in its entirety.

Defensive players started
butting each others helmets,
several pointed toward the
stands, while others struck
what would be called “a Pose”.
But for the simple fact that he
was wearing cleats and the field
was, well, a field, the linebacker
could have successfully done a

“moonwalk”.  I thought for a
minute that it was halftime
and the home team dancers

had taken the field.  I
almost went for a
bathroom break and
a coke until I noticed
the punter coming on
to the field.
It was at this mo-

ment that I began to
realize something,
which seemed to me
as odd because I gen-
erally watch the
game without trying
to think.  Why were
these grown men act-

ing like children?  Sure, you
could make the argument that
they were playing a game and
thus their actions were war-
ranted.  But weren’t these men
simply doing their jobs?  I’m
not a football genius, but it
seems to me that the defensive
players’ job is to keep the offen-
sive players from scoring.  I can

understand some elation over
a job well done, but this was
excessive.  If this were a once in
a while activity, maybe it
wouldn’t have caused me to
wonder about it, but these cel-
ebrations happened every time
one side or the other done their
job.

Would the mechanic do a
dance every time he fixed an
automobile?  He would prob-
ably have a better chance of
moon walking on an oil slicked
garage floor than the football
player on the fifty yard line.

It would take fifty forevers
to get through the check out
line at the department store if
the cashier high-fived some-
one every time an item beeped
across the scanner.  As it is
now, it already takes forty
forevers.

Next time someone at work
does something well, try slap-
ping them on the rear end and
telling them “good job!”  Just be
sure you are bigger than they
are, can run faster, or have the
power to fire them if they don’t
accept your enthusiasm over a
job well done.

As silly as this sounds, I feel
God believes in excessive cel-
ebrations.  Try reading the fif-
teenth chapter of Luke and
imagine the celebration that
occurs in Heaven when one sin-
ner gets saved.  I wonder what
it was like when the five thou-
sand believed.

Having a Baptist back-
ground and Baptist beliefs, you

may never see me jump a pew
or do cart wheels down the aisle,
but if I accidentally crack a
smile when a sinner repents,
just remember this; even God
celebrates the finding of a lost
sheep.

-Lee is pastor of Pine Grove
Baptist Church, Purvis, Mis-
sissippi

There is a declining depth of
commitment among born-
again Christians to their faith
over the last 20 years, accord-
ing to a “State of the Church”
study by the Barna Research
Group released this week.

In interpreting the study,
which shows a drop in church
attendance, Bible reading, and
priority in faith, research group
founder George Barna warned
that American Christians have
become complacent.

The study in regards to those
identified by Barna Group as
born-again Christians showed
that:

Attendance at weekend
church services has declined
among this group by seven per-
cent since 1991, falling from 66
percent to 59 percent.

The proportion of born-again
adults who read the Bible dur-
ing the week, not including
when they are at a church
event, has decreased by nine
percent since 1991. The weekly
average is now at 62 percent.

Volunteering at church dur-
ing the week for those identi-
fied as born-again Christians
has dropped from 41 percent in
1991 to 29 percent today.

The study also found that
those who self-identify as
Christians are 10 percentage
points more likely to be un-
churched than in 1991. The 31
percent who fit this profile have
not attended any church ser-

vice during the past six months,
excluding special services such
as weddings or funerals, ac-
cording to the study.

Barna Group clarifies the
“born-again” category as com-
prised of people whose beliefs
characterize them as born-
again and not based on people
calling themselves “born-
again.” This group is now at 41
percent of all Americans, an
increase of six percent since
1991.

Even with the increase in
born-again Christians over the
last 20 years, what has not in-
creased is the participation in
their faith, Barna said in his
analysis of the study.

“As the number of born-again
adults has increased, the en-
gagement in the Christian life
seems to have waned – a com-
mon problem when a product,
service, movement, or perspec-
tive gains massive numbers
and velocity,” Barna stated.

Barna called the areas that
dipped substantially in the last
20 years, such as church atten-
dance and Bible reading, “criti-
cal reflections.”

“In the past decade, even the
proportion of born-again adults
who say their faith is vitally
important to them has dipped
substantially,” he noted.

Barna concluded his analy-
sis of the born-again Christian
segment of the study by saying
that such a spiritual condition

reflects the “pursuit of cheap
grace,” described by theologian
and martyr Dietrich
Bonhoeffer. Barna said the con-
dition “fits America all too
snugly today.”

Ministry leader coach Scott
Couchenour, founder of Serv-
ing Strong based in Ohio, said
he was not surprised about the
results of the study or Barna’s
analysis.

“Someone is once quoted as
saying Americans are truly the
poorest on the earth when it
comes to spiritual wealth,”
Couchenour told The Christian
Post. “I think George is right.
In America, we have just too
stinkin’ much to keep us at a
dangerous level of comfort, we
don't want to or don't see the
need to surrender at this level.”

Couchenour said the decline
in Bible reading could be the
result of a number of things.

“I believe it's because of the
tremendous wealth of distrac-
tions at our fingertips these
days,” he said. “We have a gen-
eration that is being raised on
a steady diet of technology and
are used to 140-character
tweets and 160-character
Facebook updates. I was talk-
ing with an author the other
day who said most books are
now no longer than 12 chap-
ters or say 500 pages.”

When asked about the over-

continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8continued on page 8
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Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

Just Let Me Know!
Tornadoes recently wreaked havoc in our

country, our state, our county, our neighbors'
homes, destroying so much for so many!

My heart cries out, "What can I do?"  Then I hear there's
not much you can do except pray.  Now that's not a small thing
and God can take seemingly impossible situations and work
them around for His Glory!

But my heart still wants to help.  Reminds me of the saying
we used to hear.  "If you want a gate opened or a bucket of
water toted, just let me know."

Them are my sentiments!

Mississippi Mission Efforts Blessed
New Heart Baptist MissionNew Heart Baptist MissionNew Heart Baptist MissionNew Heart Baptist MissionNew Heart Baptist Mission held its first service in their new

building recently God bless with good attendance and support.
The building is now occupied and the mission and Pastor Ray
Boone are experiencing new visitors in each service. The photos
below tell a short story about their progress.

New Heart Mission had its first
baptismal service in the new
building on Sunday, August 14,
for Deborah Marasigan.

We are thankful for God bless-
ing that another soul has re-
ceived the Lord as their Savior at
New Heart. Please pray for us
that the Lord will continue to
bless and that we can do his
work.

We had 175 in attendance for the first service

A group of our men at New Heart

The first service in the new building at New Heart Baptist Mission
(Bro. Ray Boone and Bro. Mike Jenkins)

Home Stretch Mission, ClevelandHome Stretch Mission, ClevelandHome Stretch Mission, ClevelandHome Stretch Mission, ClevelandHome Stretch Mission, Cleveland
Additions by Baptism

Bro. Edward Duvall and Homestretch Baptist Church in
Cleveland, MS  recently baptized 14 new converts.

The family moved here from Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Please
continue to pray for us as we experience growth in this ministry.
Front row: Demetrius Duvall, Deidre Duvall, Destiny Duvall, Demetria
Duvall Second row: Aniya Duvall, Brandy Duvall, Demon’te Duvall Third
row: Devario Duvall, Deshea Duvall, Trevion Duvall, Michelle Duvall

Not pictured are: Allante Jackson, Deon’te Jackson, Shaquanna
Vanlandingham

also tell your teen that God did
not create them for verbal
abuse.  Jeremiah 29:11.  God
has a good plan for their fu-
ture. As one of the King’s kids,
they were not created to be
verbally put down, and they
should not accept that.  Chal-
lenge the negative. Don’t let
the negative talk define you.
Give them some scriptures to
help them know who they are
in Christ.  Psalm 8:5. Psalm
139:14.  Genesis 1:27 Romans
8:37-39.  II Corinthians 6:18
And sometimes, the bigger per-
son is the person who walks
away from a fight.

2.  Peer Pressure - Who you
hang out with determines who
you become.  You can influence
those around you for Christ.
You can have positive peer pres-
sure on those around you,
rather than you being influ-
enced by negative peer pres-
sure.  Knowing you have a high
calling ( Philippians 3:14) you
don’t have to cave into peer
pressure and do something to
gain someone else’s approval.

You are totally accepted by
God just as you are.  Their

future success depends a great
deal on who they hang out with,
and what they do.  Be wise.
Wisdom should replace rights.
Was that a wise thing to do? If
Jesus is our Shepherd, and we
are His sheep, then sheep don’t
run with packs of wolves.

3.  Grades.  Academics are im-
portant.  But please help them
feel good about who they are
and their future.  There are
some kids that no matter how
hard they study, textbook
learning is not where God gifted
them. Don’t shame them. En-
courage them.  All of God’s chil-
dren have gifts.

They will someday find those
gifts even when they are not
evident now.  It may be work-
ing with their hands. It may be
a career in listening.  It may be
an artistic talent. As a parent,
you know each of your children
and what they are capable of.
Help them achieve their maxi-
mum potential, but don’t insist
upon certain grades.  “Do Your
Best”  is the best policy for
academic performance.

Your teen will never let you
know, but they need just as
much love, attention and affec-
tion as a 3 year old.  Just not
out in front of their friends.
But at home, love them deeply.
Teens gravitate to whomever
encourages them.

Teens Ready
For School
from page 2from page 2from page 2from page 2from page 2

all trend of complacency that
the study reveals, Couchenour
commented, “Perhaps what
we've done in making church a
really cool place, this excellence
in all we do kind of thinking, is
that we've allowed the people
in the pews to evolve into a
coasting mode.”

Couchenour, who also works
for a company specializing in
church building design, said he
often sees churches putting a
lot of effort into making sure
they have the latest technol-
ogy.

“The question I have to ask
is are we putting too much
emphasis on the ‘wiz-bang’ at
the expense of the real meat of
church life? After everything is
said and done, it will always
come down to the walk. And
that walk must be with a few
close friends who are doing real
life with each other, holding
one another accountable. Jesus
modeled it with the 12 dis-
ciples,” he said.

Barna Group (which in-
cludes its research division, the
Barna Research Group) is a
private, for-profit organization.
According to its website, "It
conducts primary research,
produces media resources per-
taining to spiritual develop-
ment, and facilitates the
healthy spiritual growth of
leaders, children, families and
Christian ministries."

 Complacent Complacent Complacent Complacent Complacent
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