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John 21:15-17 – Feed My Sheep

New Direction for BMAA
Sunday School Literature

by Dr. Charley Holmes
Executive Director, DiscipleGuide

President, BMA Seminary
One of my earliest memories of church life is sitting with other

children in little chairs circled around our Sunday School
teacher (my grandmothr). Another memory is
going down the hall from Sunday  School to
church every Sunday and seeing my mother
teaching a  class of children. A later memory
is being in an upstairs classroom  of junior
high kids and listening to a faithful man (Carl)
doing his best  to get several 13-14 year-old
boys to focus on a passage of scripture. Even
later I recall my first Sunday School teaching
experience. The tables had turned and I was
the one trying to corral eight 5th and 6th
grade boys for thirty minutes. The last year of teaching that
class began with eight boys, half of whom had not been con-
verted. I determined at the beginning of the school year to
personally share the gospel with each one after class or at his
home. By the end of the year, the Lord had blessed and all of
them had made a profession of faith and been baptized. The last
one was baptized on the last Sunday of the year.

I hope that little bit of reminiscing caused you to recall a fond

Charley Holmes

continued on page 2

Ministers Recognized at
South Senior Adult Conference

Left to right above: Ed Steele, Dennis Knight,  Billy Ferrell, A.W.
Kirkland, and Ray Freeman were presented plaques recognizing
their 50 years in the ministry. Senior Adult Director Kenneth Flynt
(far right) made the presentation on behalf of the Senior Adult
Commmission. Each year at the Senior Adult Conferences, minis-
ters are recognized for their service.

2019 BMAA Meeting Information

An Interesting Tuesday
Tuesday morning, May 7,

will be an exciting one at the
BMA of America annual meet-
ing. The Women’s Missionary
Auxiliary will be having their
Women’s Conference at
Temple Baptist Church in
Rogers that morning, starting
with registration at 8:30 and
the program, “Catch the Vi-
sion,” at 9 a.m. Judy Wallace
will be the speaker, and spe-
cial music will be provided by
Sabrina Clayton.

At 8:30 a.m. (at a different
location to be announced), the
BMA Orientation to New Pas-
tors & Churches will be held,

and will include pastry, coffee
and “Meet the Directors.”

The National Brotherhood
is also scheduled to meet that
morning at 9 a.m.

Breakout Sessions
At 9:30 and 10:45 a.m., seven

breakout sessions will be of-
fered for all church leaders.
The following, in alphabetical
order, is a brief description of
each session and speaker:

• Associating for the Future
(Dr. Josh Ellis) — A network
of churches working together
is better, smarter and more
effective than churches work-

see Breakout Sessions
on  page 4

ing in isolation. God designed
believers to work as a collec-
tive body of various talents and
gifts, and He designed
churches to work in the same
way. Come discuss how asso-
ciations can be relevant for
future generations.

Josh is the executive direc-
tor for the Union Baptist Asso-
ciation (UBA), the largest as-
sociation of Southern Baptist
churches in the U.S. and
earned a Ph.D. in Leadership
Studies from Dallas Baptist
University.

• Activate Your Church!
(Sam Rainer) — Activate is a

God’s Provision Amidst Protests in Haiti
A Missionaries Work On A Dangerous Field

by Michael Poirier
BMA Missionary in Canada

and Haiti
My last trip to Haïti was an

adventurous one for sure.
When I started going to Haiti
in 2010, I knew the country
was unstable because of the
recent devastating earth-
quake. On one of my trips, I
came across a book entitled
Expect the Unexpected, which
was about the adventures of a
long-time missionary. Well,
this saying, “expect the unex-
pected,” has proven true in so
many of my trips and my deal-

ings with the Haitian people.
This trip was not to be any
different, and neither was the
Lord, as he has always been
faithful and encouraging to me
through this ministry.

The trip started out “rou-
tine” with teaching and pre-
paring the men with sound
doctrine and encouragements.

A few days into my trip I had
four men from Cornerstone
Baptist Church in Michigan
come to visit the work and get
a feel for the mission needs
here in Haiti. We had some
time on our hands, because on
the day of their arrival things

Political turmoil in the streets of Haiti

Michael & Ruth Poirier continued on page 2
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Ministering To Young People
by Anders Lee

Anders Lee

memory of days gone by in Sunday
School. A common thread of the memo-
ries I just mentioned is that they all
occurred with a Sunday School book in
hand as a student/teacher. Second only
to preaching, teaching small groups
with a printed guide in hand is the best
method for helping others be converted
and grow in the faith. Three times in
John 21, Jesus commissioned Peter
simply to feed the sheep. Feeding the
sheep, big or small, is enhanced by
having good resources.

The last several years after the Bap-
tist Publishing House became
DiscipleGuide, its efforts in providing
trustworthy Sunday School and Bible
Study literature were distracted by
also directing conferences, camps, and
other ministries. As of today, the focus
is restored and singular. We will pro-
vide Bible study helps in one format.
This curriculum will provide student
and teacher books suitable for adult
and youth study. It will be designed not
only to teach the Bible, but also to help
the student begin studying the Bible
independently. Additionally, the ma-
terial will help the teacher hone study
and teaching skills over time. Along
with the singular format, these lessons
will have a singular theological ap-
proach. It will be distinctively support-
ive of associational Baptist doctrine.
This is the most biblical structure for
churches to carry out the Great Com-
mission. We cannot have a thriving
associational work unless the preach-
ing hour is reinforced in the classroom
and small group studies. If we, the
sheep, feed on food in Sunday School or
Bible Study which has been written to
support another association, conven-
tion, or philosophy of hyper-indepen-
dency, the work of the pastor in the
preaching hour can produce “indiges-

We are in the
process of

returning to
the name

Baptist
Publishing
House. Be

watching for
the change.

We also have
a children’s
curriculum

that could be
in the works

for later
in the year.

tion” for all concerned!
The first edition of the new format

will be available for classes in the Fall.
However, we plan to have samples
ready for the national associational
meeting in Rogers,
AR, May 6-8. We in-
vite pastors, adult,
and youth Bible
Study leaders to visit
our table in the ex-
hibit hall to receive a
free sample copy.

The new format is
designed for use in
four (4) settings: Sun-
day School, small
groups, one-to-one
discipleship, and fam-
ily devotions. It can
also be implemented
in two ways. One way
is for leaders and stu-
dents or family mem-
bers to read the pas-
sage being studied
and trying to answer
a few questions whose
answers can be found
in the passage and the
lesson text before
they meet together. Secondly, if lead-
ers or group members have little to no
time to prepare, they may simply read
the Bible passage and lesson text to-
gether.

In the meantime, to avoid “indiges-
tion” during the summer quarter, use
our current literature. The summer
quarterly will be the last reprint of
older lessons. If your church has been
using literature from another source,
order enough of ours to use in your
adult and youth classes. The youth will
easily grasp the adult material in the
new curriculum, perhaps even better

Sunday School Literature
from Front Page

What Students Need from the Youth Leader
In January of 2012 I was in-between

church ministry positions. It was cool
to visit around and see what other
churches in our area were like and
what they were doing in ministry. Af-
ter a few months, we ended up visiting
one particular church. I enjoyed the
preaching, Carla enjoyed the early ser-
vice & my kids enjoyed the contempo-
rary music style. Having found that
everyone was liking the church, I com-
mitted to make that the only church we
were going to until God showed us
what to do in ministry.

We started going on Wednesday
nights, the adult bible study was awe-
some. Our youngest kids went to
AWANA and there were at least 100
teens at youth. WOW! We attended
there about two months. One night we

were headed home and
Zac says; “I really don’t
want to go back to their
youth anymore.” Pretty
shocking given the fact
that Zac is a people per-
son and loves a happen-
ing scene. Of course I
asked; “Why?” His an-
swer was simple, “No one talks to us,
not even the youth guy.” Granted…
one doesn’t go to church for social rea-
sons. However, with teens, feeling ac-
cepted and connected is HUGE!

I gave him and his brother some
simple advice. “To have friends you
gotta be a friend.” I told them to mix
and mingle and talk, and to personally
introduce themselves to the youth pas-
tor, you know get in his radar. I ex-

plained that it was a big group and
perhaps circumstances had kept him
from interacting with them yet. Pri-
vately, I wondered why he had not
done so already after they had been
there for two months.

Off to youth group they went the
next Wednesday with the plan in place.
Afterwards they got in the car. I asked;
“So did you do it.” Zac says; “Yep! And
the guy thought it was our first time
there.” Hmmmm… Strange I thought.
Zac continued relating it to me. The
youth pastor didn’t have them fill out
an information card, didn’t ask their
names, didn’t introduce them to any-
one. He just said it was cool to have
them. I was a bit befuddled.

The next Tuesday evening our door-
bell rang!!! IT WAS THE YOUTH PAS-
TOR! I saw him thru the window. I was
thrilled because I was thinking his
youth pastor heart has kicked in and
he has somehow found out where we
lived. This is gonna be great! I yelled
for the boys to come to the door. I let
him in and he said… “I hope I’m at the
right house… is this the Phillips house?”
By then the boys had rounded the
corner. He saw them… “I said no we
are the Lee’s.” He apologized for com-
ing to the “wrong door” and off he went
never speaking to the boys who were
standing there.

I still don’t know how he came to be
at our address that evening. He went
down the street to another home. Clos-
ing the door I said to them, “How about
that!?!?!” They ended up going to an-
other youth group the next night. They
were texted and called before 24 hours
had even gone by. By Friday, he asked
me if he and some other boys from the

youth could pick them up to play bas-
ketball at the church for an hour or so.

I know that God allowed that to
happen for two reasons. 1. God showed
us we didn’t belong at that church. 2.
He taught Zac a huge lesson. Zac is
now a youth pastor at Oak Park Bap-
tist Church in Little Rock under Dr.
Gary O’Neal. What do you think he
does when new kids shows up at his
youth group? I think you know…

There are three things every youth
pastor or leader should do when a new
kid shows up.

1. Introduce yourself and memorize
their name and be determined to call
them by name the next time you see
them.

2. Have guest cards for them to fill
out and be sure to contact them in a
timely manner.

3. Connect them with other leaders
and kids in the group they can identify
with once you get enough information
about them. Its real simple ministry
habits like this that show you care.
Practicing those habits will grow your
youth group and the church! It’s not
about mechanically doing these things,
it’s about genuinely caring for these
kids. Eventually you will see teens
come to Christ by faithfully connecting
with them.

So… what do students need from
their youth leader? They need you to
care! I don’t know who said it, but this
is true: “Before they care how much
you know, they need to know how
much you care!!!”
Lee is a church planter in Southhaven,
Mississippi. He is a pastor and former
youth minister and may be contacted at
anders.lee571@gmail.com

than the adults! They are usually
smarter than we give them credit for
being. Ideally, we adults should be
striving to prepare the youth for adult-
hood rather than contributing to or
promoting being stuck in adolescence.
Utilizing one Bible Study curriculum
from youth through senior adults will
unify the families and churches, as
well as promote unity in the associa-
tion. Our families and churches can
begin a process of renewal as we use
study guides (lesson books) to fortify
who we are as associational Baptists
rather than becoming what religious
marketers want us to be. There will be
some introductory material in the sum-
mer quarterly to help your church tran-
sition back to BMA study helps.

Use the DiscipleGuide telephone
number (800-333-1442) to call in your
order for the summer quarterlies now.
You may also visit discipleguide.org to
place an order online.

For answers to your questions about
the transition, please call 800-259-5673
and ask for me.

Let’s begin making new memories
for our children, youth, and adults
growing in grace in Sunday School,
Bible Study, and family devotions by
feeding the sheep high-quality, bibli-
cally sound, easy-to-use literature that
will unite our families and churches.

were starting to heat up in regards to
the protests. It was getting hard to
travel by vehicle, so we walked to our
two ministries that we presently work
with. This went reasonably well and
we were able to encourage the pastor
and peoples of these two works.

We adventured out on Saturday
morning and went to the “beach,” or
shore line, where we held baptisms.
After a little while, time had gone by
and we needed to get back to the house.
On our way back, we came up to a
“messy” spot where the protesting was
taking place.

There were burning tires and men
ready to shoot or throw large rocks at
whomever dared to pass.

I, along with another preacher
named Chris Yager, was in the back of
the pick-up in the open air, so we
decided to turn back. God is good, be-
cause right there where we needed to
turn around was the CAM (Christian
Aide Mission) campus. This campus is
owned by a Mennonite group, and it is

Haiti Missions
from page 1

continued on page 6
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Dr. Scott Carson
President

4229 Highway 15 North, Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346

Southeastern Baptist College Serving Christ
With A Biblical World View
In A Christian Atmosphere

Church Donor Dinner

We are saying thank you to all our
pastors who encourage their church
families to support Southeastern with
a church donor dinner on Monday,
April 8, 2019 at 7 p.m. at First Baptist
Church of Calhoun near Laurel. Invi-
tations were mailed and emailed two

HGTV Hometown
The Lord did it again! He provided

us the opportunity to promote SBC on
national television in episode 10 of sea-

son 3 of HGTV’s “Hometown”. Ben
Napier and his pals visited the campus
of SBC last summer and secured floor-
ing that we were removing during the
renovation of SBC gym. Ben and Erin
used the materiel for a home they reno-
vated in this episode. Note adjoining
pictures.

National Day of Prayer Breakfast
SBC will be the host site again for

the 2019 Jones County National Day of
Prayer Breakfast. The event is on
Thursday, May 2 at 7:30 a.m. in the
SBC gym. Guest speaker this year is
Mitchell Williams, the Southeast Mis-
sissippi Multi-Area Director for the
Fellowship of Christian Athletes. The
program is FREE! However, please
TEXT your name and the number in
your party who are attending with you
BEFORE April 25 to 601-498-8832 to
reserve your seats. See ad on Page 8 for

... every time
this chaplain

spoke in public,
I always went
up to him and
stated with a
smile, “Worst
sermon ever!”
It became an

inside joke and
we would

laugh...

President’s Perspective
“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness

and superfluity of naughtiness, and
receive with meekness the engrafted
word, which is able to save your souls.”
James 1:21

“That’s the worst sermon I have ever
heard!”

That was a statement made by a
three-star general to a Lieutenant Colo-
nel chaplain immedi-
ately after the Sun-
day service, at the
front door of the
chapel, as the chap-
lain shook the hands
of the departing wor-
shipers.

A few moments
later, because I was
the senior chaplain
on post and attended
the same service, the general ap-
proached me and said the same thing
expecting me to do something about it.
The general stated that, because it was
a week before Christmas, he expected
a message of brotherly love with cheer-
ful and heart-warming antidotes.

While I was working on my doctor-

ate, I conducted a course project of
critically evaluating sermons. I listened
to many other preachers and wrote a
harsh critic on every message. I rarely
shared the results with the minister
and used the exercise to help my own
delivery of the message. After I earned
the doctorate, the exercise had become
ingrained in my psyche. Though the
class work had long ago been concluded,
I continued to harshly evaluate, in my
mind, every message I heard. I almost
never was blessed by the message, but
rather my heart was in turmoil each
time over what I perceived were “aw-
ful” mistakes in the preaching of the
Word. My habit of criticism was block-
ing God’s Word from speaking to my
heart. It became a terrible sin in my
life. I finally brought it before the Lord
and pleaded with Him to forgive me of
this sin and He graciously took this
horrible habit away! Praise the Lord! I
now receive the messages I hear with
an eager spirit with great anticipation
of how the Lord will speak to me through
the preaching of His Word.

The morning the Lieutenant Colo-
nel spoke, the three-star general and I
heard the same message, but we re-

ceived completely opposite messages. I
was blessed by the Word, he was not. I
heard a solid message of the many
prophecies of the coming Christ found
in the Old Testa-
ment and the ful-
filling of those
promises in the
coming of Jesus
on that first
Christmas morn-
ing. I also heard
of the life of Jesus
as he proclaimed
the Gospel and
how he paid for
our sin on the
cross of Calvary.
I also received the
promises of God’s
Word that spoke
of our Lord’s sec-
ond coming. It
was an excellent
message and timely for God’s people as
we approached the Christmas season.
The Gospel was proclaimed and salva-
tion was offered to all that would ac-
cept.

After the service I learned that there

were five chaplains who attended that
morning. I pulled them all aside one by
one and asked them what they had
heard in the sermon. They all agreed
with my assessment that it had been a
clear proclamation of God’s Word. I
then assured the Lieutenant Colonel
that his message was faithful to the
teachings of the Scriptures. From that
day forward, every time this chaplain
spoke in public, I always went up to
him and stated with a smile, “Worst
sermon ever!” It became an inside joke
and we would laugh, but it also was a
sad reminder that there are people in
our congregations who have become
critics of the proclamation of truth
rather than receivers of it through
God’s grace and mercy.

I would be remiss if I did not share
this with you… The general appar-
ently was convicted by the Holy Spirit
and weeks later he did apologize to the
Lieutenant Colonel for his harsh state-
ment. Yes, God has a way of dealing
with His children when they are overly
critical of others, and especially when
they are with their pastor!

“For this cause also thank we God
without ceasing, because, when ye re-
ceived the word of God which ye heard
of us, ye received it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the word of
God, which effectually worketh also in
you that believe.”  1 Thessalonians 2:13

Equipping the Saints!
Dr. Carson

more details.

Summer Courses Offered
SBC is offering a full Summer Ses-

sion Schedule of both in-classroom and
online classes. Classes begin June 3,
2019 (4 weeks inclusive). Registration
is open now through May 20. Contact
Admissions at 601-426-6346 (Tue, Wed,
Thur) today!

On Campus:
- English Comp I & II
- College Algebra
- Art Appreciation
- Doctrinal Books (Meridian Exten-

sion)

Online:
- Intro to Computer App
- Biology I
- Minor Prophets
- New Testament Survey

BMA of Mississippi Ministers’ Schol-
arship

Thinking about taking courses at
SBC? There are several scholarship
opportunities available for our student
body that supporters of the school have
graciously provided. In addition, if you
are a BMA minister, there are scholar-
ships especially set aside and available
for you! Financial Aid Officer Ginny
Singleton has all the information you
need. She can be reached at 601-426-
6346.

Southeastern Baptist College Needs Update
SBC has many infrastructure and equipment needs. This list is not exhaus-

tive and we will be researching costs for each project. We will add the costs
in future publications as bids are received. However, you as a church, an
association or as a church ministry (Sunday school class, etc.) should look this
list over and pray about which project the Lord wants you to choose.

Immediate Needs:
- Repaving the parking lot: received estimate of $27,000
- New flooring in main building and library: estimate forthcoming
- Remodel women’s upstairs dormitory: estimate forthcoming
- Refresh outside of men’s and women’s dormitories: estimate forthcoming
- Remodel bathrooms (main building and gym): estimate forthcoming
- Upgrade classroom electronic needs: estimate forthcoming
- Professional weekly cleaning: estimate forthcoming
- Professional bi-weekly grounds keeping: $500 per month
- On call part time maintenance personnel: $15,000
- Repairing or replacing the marquee sign: estimate forthcoming
- Ice Machine for events and sports use: between $550 and $3000

weeks ago. We will have as our guest,
Andrew Ishee in concert, a great
catered meal, wonderful fellow-
ship, door prizes, and an update
by Dr.
Carson on
the current
and future
plans for
SBC. Pas-
tors, please
R.S.V.P with
the number

in your party before
April 2 by calling
601-426-6346 (Tue,
Wed, or Thu); or via
email to
ahinton@southeasternbaptist.edu.

Donor dinner provided by First Baptist of Calhoun

HGTV Crew filming at Southeastern College

SBC Report
continued on page 7
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Campground, Gulfport
Campground Missionary Bap-

tist Church located in Harrison
County, Mississippi, is seeking a
full-time pastor. If you feel led to
pursue this opportunity please
Email resumes to
southernirrigation@att.net or
contact Alan Sullivan at 228-
860-8740.

Hopewell, Fulton
Hopewell Baptist Church of

Fulton, Mississippi, is seeking a
pastor. Any minister who feels
led to pursue this position is
asked to send resumes to Johnny
Mann, 750 Chester Shumpert
Road, Fulton, MS 38843 or email
to jrmann1951@yahoo.com.

Greenwood, Fulton
Greenwood Missionary Bap-

tist Church located in Itawamba
County, Mississippi, is seeking a
full-time pastor. E-mail resumes
to kelbycomer18@hotmail.com
or mail to 1400 Greenwood
Church Rd. Fulton, MS 38843.

Music Minister, Wiggins
Vardaman Street Baptist

Church in Wiggins, Mississippi,
is looking for a music minister.
Resumes should be sent to
vardamanstreetba@bellsouth.net.

Church Staff
 Positions Open

MORAL ACTION
Baptist Missionary Association of America

Dr. John M. Adams,Director
P.O. Box 305, Mantachie, MS 38855 - 662-231-3863

On The Web at www.macbma.net/
Email - fbcdjmaj@yahoo.com John Adams

“Religious Freedom”
II Corinthians 3:17

The Word of God abounds
with words promoting freedom.
We should feel comfortable
talking about religion in our
country.  Our Founding Fa-
thers prohibited a Federal es-
tablishment of religion, but
there is not a single thread of
evidence that they intended to
set up a wall of separation be-
tween the state and religious
belief.  The first amendment of
the U.S. Constitution was not
written to protect the citizens
from religion, but was penned
to protect religion from gov-
ernmental tyranny.

A strong word from God is
given to our liberal-minded
lawyers and judges of our
day…Luke 11:52, when they
try to take away the key of
divine knowledge from our
lands.

I.  History Records the Loss
of Religious Freedom.

Anti-God forces have
steadily assaulted religious lib-
erty and wicked landmark
court decisions have greatly
curtailed the spread of the Good
News.

II. Present Day Issues Con-
front Religious Freedom

If we do not start reaffirm-
ing our Judeo-Christian val-
ues at all levels of government
and opposing those who strive
to remove our religious free-
doms, we may soon be a large
country without freedoms.
Russia and China are primary
examples of freedoms being
removed by alien-anti-Chris-
tian forces.  We cite recent day
attacks and changes:

A.  Seven fathers were jailed
in Nebraska for sending their
children to a Christian private
school.

B.  Lower Lake, California
teacher forbids her student to

repeat the words  “under God”
during class recitation of the
Pledge of Allegiance.  (A.P.)

C.  A woman in Collinsville,
Oklahoma was awarded
$390,000.00 by a jury because
her church excluded her from
the membership.  (60 Minutes)

D.  The ACLU through the
courts has forced Kentucky
schools to remove the Ten Com-
mandments from school class-
room walls.  (NBC)

E.  The courts have forced
Gideons in Illinois and other
states to end its practice of
giving Bibles to public school
children.  (BNS)

F.  The A.C.L.U. sought to
establish the unconstitution-
ality of any Presidential proc-
lamation about religion and
church life.
The most aggressive organiza-
tions in America against reli-
gious freedom are the A.C.L.U.
(American Civil Liberties
Union), the A.H.A.  (American
Humanist Association), N.E.A.

(National Education Associa-
tion), NOW (National Organi-
zation of Women), and PAW
(Norman Lear’s People for
Freedoms.)   The A.C.L.U.
alone has thousands of active
court cases pending with a
budget of $24 million and over
4000 liberal lawyers.

III. God’s Word Advocates Re-
ligious Freedom

The Bible declares in Psalms
2:1-3 that the heathen will rage
and people will imagine vain
things, as they set themselves
against the Lord and his ways.
We believe that freedom for all
people flourishes when religion
is vibrant and the rule of the
law of God is acknowledged.

As King David of Israel was
dying, his last kingly message
was, “He that ruleth over men
must be just, ruling in the fear
of God”…..II Samuel 23:3 and
6,7.  Even King
Nebuchadnezzar of the re-
nounced Babylonian Empire
recognized the need of serving
God…..Daniel 3:28, 29.  Paul
told the Roman Empire that
“the creature (human beings)
shall be delivered from bond-
age into the glorious liberty of
God”….Romans 8:21.

Religious freedom is being
assaulted.  May we again raise
the “Banner of the Lord” high!

Oakland Church,
Vicksburg Revival

Oakland Baptist Church, 2959
Oak Ridge Rd, Vicksburg, will
hold revival services from Satur-
day, April 6 to Wednesday, April
10, 2019. Service times will be
at 5:00 pm on Saturday, April 6,
and at 11:00 am and 5:00 pm on
Sunday, April 7, and at 7:00 pm
Monday through Wednesday.
Our guest preacher will be Dewitt
Bain, with Bob Conrad leading
our music. Child care provided.

Pine Grove Revival
Pine Grove Baptist Church of

Purvis, Mississippi, will be in re-
vival April 7 through April 12.
Bro. Clay Williamson will be the
evangelist. Services will be at
7:00 pm Monday-Friday. Pastor
Bro. Charles Lee invites all to
attend.

Rocky Branch
to Host Ladies Luncheon

Ladies, you are invited to join
us for lunch and to hear mission-
ary Alicia Ramshur Samson speak
on Saturday, May 4th at 11:00
am at Rocky Branch Baptist
Church. Please RSVP to Judy
Riley 601-270-4301. A love of-
fering will be taken.

Church To Celebrate 75 Years of MinistryRevivals
Speical Meetings

Salem Baptist Church in Bay
Springs is celebrating its 75th an-
niversary in April.  We are blessed
to have witnessed many profes-
sions of faith, community growth
and men who have surrendered
to the ministry within our doors.
Please join us as we give glory to
God and rekindle our spirits with a
month of events!  Each Sunday
listed below features lunch at the
church after the conclusion of
morning services at noon and then
a special sermon starting at 1:30
PM.

Speakers for the special ser-
mons are ministers who answered
the Lord's call as a member of
Salem Baptist Church.   We will
also host a gospel sing and ice
cream social from 6:00-8:00 PM
the Saturday before our 75th an-
niversary.  On April 28th, we will
hold lunch on the grounds

(weather permitting) and host an
anniversary program that after-
noon.  All are welcome to attend
as we celebrate, and look forward
to another, 75 years of love and
worship!

All Sunday morning services
will be held as usual, starting at
9:45 AM, by Bro. Clay Smith,
Senior Pastor and Bro. Noah Clark,
Youth Pastor.

March 24- Bro. Jacob Philips
(1:30 PM)

March 31- Bro. Adam Sloan
(1:30 PM)

April 7- Bro. Justin Rhodes (1:30
PM)

April 14- Bro. Keith Ulmer (1:30
PM)

April 27- Gospel sing and Ice
Cream Social (6:00-8: 00 PM)

April 28- Lunch on the Grounds
and Anniversary Program (1:30
PM)

Bible-based, church health pro-
cess and resource ministry that
has partnered with Sam Rainer
and Revitalize Network to pro-
vide more tools and resources
to the local church. Activate
offers step-by-step strategies,
system trainings, pastor health
materials and coaching, along
with a network of pastor
huddles where pastors encour-
age each other in ministry and
in personal life. Activate is a
discovery process for any
church, whether struggling or
thriving, long established or
newly planted, or led by a full-
time or bi-vocational pastor.
Find out what we have avail-
able for you!
   Sam is the lead pastor of
West Bradenton Baptist
Church of Bradenton, FL, and
the co-founder and co-owner of
Rainer Publishing.  He has a
Ph.D. in Leadership Studies
at Dallas Baptist University.

• Autonomous But Not
Alone (BMA Seminary Presi-
dent Dr. Charley Holmes) —
 Dr Holmes discusses the Bib-
lical and historical precedence
for need for an association
structure while respecting the
autonomy of each local church.
Use this talk to teach your
congregation the great need
for being part of an association
such as the BMA!

• Preaching Lab (Dr. Clif
Johnson) — Clif Johnson
teaches how pastors are to be
the lead disciple-makers in the
church. He will lead a discus-
sion on how through preach-
ing and pastoring, pastors dem-
onstrate to the church how to
learn, love and live the Word of
God.

• Off Of The Mat (Drew
Cline) — Pastor Drew Cline
discusses how Temple Baptist
Church in Little Rock found
itself facing near death, and
how God resurrected Temple’s
vision and ministry and given
her new life as South City

Breakout
Sessions
from page 1

continued on page 8
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Ed & Patricia
DuVall
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    Williams
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Farmer

Kenneth & Carole
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Special Emphasis for
State Missions – April & May
“And not many days after the younger son gath-
ered all together, and took his journey into a far
country, and there wasted his substance with
riotous living… And when he came to himself, he
said,… I will arise and go to my father,…” (Ex-
cerpts from Luke 15: 13-18)

How many times have you poured your life into
someone only to watch them walk away?  They walk
away from their family, their community and their
church.  It hurts, it is
painful, it breaks
your heart. Often our
way of dealing with
the pain is to just
block it out. Put it in
the past and move on.
The reality is, that
those folks are still
out there. They may move to another town, but they
are still there. They are in the stores, driving down
the roads, hunting, fishing and going to ball games.
We can’t block it out. We need to reach them. We
can’t let them go.  Seldom do I visit a new mission that
I don’t meet someone who grew up in
church but one day walked away.
But now, by the grace of God, they
have come home.  They did not
come home to their old commu-
nity, but they came home to God.

I am writing to encourage your
participation in our Special Em-
phasis for State Missions during
April and May. Your contribu-
tion helps us put people on the
ground in those places where
those people who walked away,
ended up. I sincerely hope that your
church will prayerfully consider setting a
goal to help us reach our Special Emphasis Goal of
$25,000.00.

Will you help us reach them?
There are 196 churches and missions in the Bap-

tist Missionary Association of Mississippi. If we all
work together, we can reach the 1.4 Million lost and
unchurched people of Mississippi. God has richly
blessed our people. Now is the time to give back.

Our two newest Missions, in Waveland and
Waynesboro, are already reaching new people. The
stories and the testimonies are already being told.
People are getting saved and families reunited in
what will become a local New Testament church.
There is so much more we can do.  We cannot do apart
what we can do together.  Will you join us in this
special emphasis campaign for State Missions?

I am prayerfully asking you to read this letter to
your congregation and post it prominently as a

reminder to your
people to give.  Also, I
am available to come
to your church and
share, in more detail,
how God is blessing
our work.  If you
would like for me to visit your church, give me a call
at 601-428-8616.

Together, Let’s Bring Them Home!

Canaan Baptist Mission Ready to Begin
The work in Waynesboro is moving along great!

Every time I am in the area, I am meeting new people
and God is giving me opportunities to minister to
them. I have been in
regular contact with
one family that will
be meeting with us,
and just recently I
was contacted by
another family who
found us via
Facebook that has
committed to meet-
ing with us! Both
families have chil-
dren.  Through the one family that is committed to
attending, other doors have begun to open. I am
beginning to make other contacts and minister to
other people. We will have our first service in this
building on March 31st at 2:30 pm (in the afternoon).
The building is located at 309 Mississippi Drive,
Waynesboro, Mississippi.

The Lord, through His people and His churches,
has provided much of what we need to get started.
We are thankful for the Lord’s blessings and trust He
will continue to bless! Our greatest need is Prayer!
Pray with us that God will continue to lead the way
and open doors. We also need Work Fund support.
Would you seek the Lord concerning this need, as
well? Please continue to pray that God will save souls
and grow a church, in Waynesboro, for His glory!

Thank you and God bless, Bro. Jason Howard

Report from Redemption Baptist Mission
at Diamondhead

The Lord continues to bless us greatly in
Diamondhead. We are finally able to begin the re-
model of our new building. We will be planning some
work days where you can come serve with us soon.
We have been able to connect with several new
families recently and get some of them plugged in.
We are continuing discipleship and seeing our people
grow spiritually because of it. The Lord has been
good, and I can’t wait to see what He has in store for
us. I thank you for your continued prayers and
support.

- Bro. Wesley Martin

Report from Salt Light Baptist Mission at Waveland
The Lord is blessing Salt Light Baptist Mission!

We have visitors each Sunday with 18 - 20 people
present each week.

We are always meeting new people in our commu-
nity each week and so far, everyone has been gra-
cious and curious about the Mission. One of the little
boys that has been coming accepted the Lord as
Savior and his father was saved years earlier, but
has never been baptized so I think it is going to work
out that they do it together!

We still have some work to be done in the fellow-
ship/education building but are close to finishing it.
Currently, most of the effort has been shifted to the
sanctuary, trying to get it ready for Easter Sunday.

We have just begun and have a lot still to be done.
Please keep us in your prayers and come see us if you
are in the Bay/Waveland area.

God bless, Bro. Johnny Williams

Report from Midway Baptist Mission at Batesville
Greetings from Midway Baptist Mission, Batesville/

Oxford, Mississippi! We are continuing to walk by
faith and work to build a congregation of believers in
north Mississippi. Though few in number, we are
having great services and we are seeing real spiri-
tual growth. We are excited to report that a new
couple has been attending services for about six
weeks. These are in their early to mid-thirties and
are very knowledgeable of the people living in our
area, and they have shown willingness to help us
open doors we have not been able to enter previously.
We now have seventeen attending services on a
somewhat regular basis. Average attendance is still
around ten, but we are confident that will improve
before long. Our expectation is that God will soon
begin to move people into our fellowship. Plans are
being laid for vigorous summer outreach efforts.
Those plans include a group from South Forrest
Baptist coming to conduct VBS for the children in the
community, and workers from our Mother Church
assisting in other activities. Please continue to pray
for us and give God glory for the work He performs
in our midst.

God bless you all, Dr. Kenneth Pollock, Mission
Pastor

Update from Day Star Baptist Church
Day Star Baptist Church has been richly blessed

by what all the Lord has done for us. We are having
visitors most Sundays and some of those who are
coming have shown an interest in knowing more
about the Church. We have had two who have
recently placed their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,
and there are now 5 awaiting baptism. The plan is to
baptize those candidates soon. The One to One Dis-
cipleship has started back up. We are continuing to

Ready for that first service at Canaan
Baptist Mission in Waynesboro

continued on page 6
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make improvements to our new facility
every opportunity we have. Thanks
again to Bro. Larry Geraldson, the
Missions Department, the churches,
and individuals throughout the state
of Mississippi for your prayers and
support. Most of all Thanks be to God
for His faithfulness and provisions
throughout our journey!

– Bro. Phillip Burns

Update from Bro. Ed DuVall
This last year has been one where I

made a deliberate effort to do more
evangelism. By the grace of God, I was
able to lead six individuals to the Lord.
Here are some things I have learned
about witnessing: 1. There is no cer-
tain, one or best method to witness; 2.
Witnessing is not just for the leaders
but for each church member; 3. Wit-
nessing is more successful when we are
sensitive to the leading and obedience
of the Lord. Seeing souls saved is what
we strive for at Home Stretch. Keep us
in your prayers!

– Bro. Ed DuVall

Report on Hispanic Missions
“Now thanks be unto God, which

always causeth us to triumph in Christ,
and maketh manifest the savour of his
knowledge by us in every place” 2 Cor.
2:14.

We are so thankful to our Lord be-
cause every time He is good and blesses
our labor in the Hispanic Missions.
Our missionary leaders are doing a
tremendous work in every field, con-
tinuing to share the gospel of Jesus for
salvation of the souls. In the last month,
we have good reports for each of them.
Way, Truth and Life mission in
Oxford reports 38 people in Sun-
day school and worship service,
the start of leadership training
on Sunday evening with 8 men
attending this training faith-
fully. El Camino Mission, Biloxi,
had a great special anniversary
service on March 9 and 10 giving
thanks to the Lord for His Mercy.
Bro. Lucas Gomez at Canton,
Mississippi, reports great news
from the field. Three people ac-
cepted Christ as Savior and 17
people in small group meetings

on Sunday evening.
Bro. Leo Adan reports from El

Camino Mission, Hattiesburg, an av-
erage of 42 in Sunday School and wor-
ship service. They also are getting a
great response in ladies small groups
meetings on Thursday mornings and

Biloxi Mission Celebrating Anniversay

The Hispanic Mission group in Canton, MS

State Missions
from page 4

evenings. El Camino Church, Laurel
reports an average of 140 in worship
service, six people accept Christ as
Savior and two were added by baptism.

New Hope Hispanic Association met
on March 2 at Way, Truth and Life
Mission, Tupelo. All the Hispanic people
from our Churches and Missions met
together for worship and business. The
missions committee shared the first
recommendations for supporting mis-
sions and all present voted to approve
the recommendation to send financial
support to the Missions office for His-
panic missionaries in Mississippi.

Thanks for your continued prayers
and support for the Hispanic Missions
in our BMA of Mississippi.  May God
Bless every one of you.

In Christ, Bro. Estuardo Marroquin,
Hispanic Missions Manager

List of Available Preachers
We maintain a list of available

preachers who are willing to supply or
pastor. If you would like to submit a
resume or have your contact informa-
tion placed on our list, please send it to
missions@bmams.org

Missionary Lucas Gomez
leading in small group

Fostering Faith...in times of need
Do not forget the promises of God. I

was reminded of this by God’s word
given through my pastor this week. I
needed it. I am sure all believers need
a lot of reminding. In this instance,
God used the story of Abram traveling
to Egypt during a time of famine after
God’s promise to bless Abram and make
him a great nation. It did not seem to
take Abram very long to forget God’s
promise. He quickly devised his own
plans of self-preservation. I think if we
are all honest with ourselves we can be
just as guilty of shifting our depen-
dence.

The Apostle Paul knew what it was
to be dependent. He spoke of learning
to be content in God’s provision in
Philippians chapter four. This took
great strength as that provision at times
looked very scarce through the lens of
this physical world. Paul’s strength did
not waver and he encouraged the
Philippian Church to rest in this same

confidence in Philippians 4:17-20, “Not
because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit
that may abound to your account. But
I have all, and abound: I am full, hav-
ing received of Epaphroditus the things
which were sent from you, an odor of a
sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, well
pleasing to God. But my God shall
supply all your need according to his
riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Now
unto God and our Father be glory for-
ever and ever. Amen.”

I see three things in this encourage-
ment. One, Paul is not trying to pry
more from the Philippians. Two, Paul
wants the Philippians to experience
God’s provision as he has. Three, Paul
wants God to be glorified in giving and
receiving provisions.

A Real Need
The Home does have a need. I can’t

speak as Paul did. I do desire a gift if
God has supplied you to spare it.

Whether we have one child or fifty, the
Home carries a large insurance bur-
den. This year our annual bill is $12,227
which comes due in April. I want to
thank all our supporters, the churches
and individuals that have made this
ministry possible. We are doing our
best to wisely manage your support. I
want to share a recent prayer I have
made part of my daily devotion. God,
our salvation, our sanctification, and
our service requires Your divine power.
No amount of physical strength, men-
tal wisdom, or human ingenuity can
make our plans work. Help us to join,
rest, persevere, and joy in what YOU
and only YOU are doing.

I hope for two things as I share this
need. I hope God would grow my de-
pendence on Him in times of need. I
also hope that God would grow your
dependence on Him in times of need.
We need Him. We need the work of
Christ on the Cross. We need the work
of Christ’s resurrection. We need His
grace. We need His provision.

Continue to pray with us over poten-
tial children, priorities, projects, and
provisions. Please mail any support
you feel led to give to 118 Lowe Rd.
Laurel MS 39443 and contact us if you
would like for us to come to your church
in May, June, or beyond. Contact the
office (601-426-3928), our Facebook
page, or my cell phone (662-605-0996).

the training ground for their native
preachers.

It was too dangerous to continue and
we were graciously encouraged by the
CAM administrators to stay the night.
We really wanted to get back to our
place, but every time we tried to leave,
there was just no break in the safety
factor on the roads. I was feeling a little
pressure from the concern of my fellow
Americans, and let me tell you, the
Lord heard our pleading to get us back
to our home in order to preach Sunday
morning.

We ended up staying the night at the
compound with the decision to leave
around 5:00 a.m. to get back home.
When we awoke and tried the roads,
they were worse than the night before.
At this point they had a bus blocking
the road and it was on fire. But this was
no match for the Holy Spirit!

Brother Chris got out his Google
Maps, and we headed out, taking every
little windy road we could and arriving
safely at the house. We took quick
showers because we were all full of
dust and dirt, and even though we
were late for the service (now I get to
arrive on “Haitian time”), they were all
glad to see us. We preached our hearts
out and God blessed.

Now, my concern was how in the
world I would get these guys to the
airport the next morning. “Well, Fa-
ther,” I prayed, “I need another
miracle.”

Monday morning came, and this
would be the “showdown.”

We will be needing our great Guide,
which is my Father, to get me to the

Haiti Missions
continued from page 2

continued on page 8
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Catch the vision:
Reaching out in Service

by Charlotte Johnson
1st VP National WMA

May 6, 7, 2019 is fast approaching.
You are invited to the 2019 National
WMA meeting to be held at John Q.
Hammons Convention Center in
Rogers, Arkansas.

The National WMA Business meet-
ing will be at this convention center on
Monday afternoon, May 6, 3:00-5:00
p.m.   WMA officers meeting will be
prior to this meeting at 1:30 p.m. at the
Convention center.

Tuesday morning, May7, the Na-
tional Ladies Conference sponsored by
the National WMA will be held at
Temple Baptist Church, 1812 S
Dixieland Rd, Rogers, AR 72758 begin-
ning 8:30 a.m.

A taco buffet meal will be provided
by a cater that the WMA has hired.
You must respond to President Jodi
Rhea (jodigrhea@live.com) or call 501-
472-9490 and leave a message if you
plan on eating.  You may pay the $15.00
at the door.

Speakers for this conference are Judy
Wallace, Belinda Caudle, Robin Tyler,
Valarie Fish, and T’Shana Everett.

Hope to see you all in Arkansas!

On a beautiful sunshiny day the
South Mississippi Senior Adult Con-
ference met at Big Creek Baptist
Church and once again
the house was full of se-
niors. The oldest present
was 97 years old - they
just keep coming to these
conferences.

And now it’s on the
road to Mantachie FBC
on Tuesday, May 14th
for the North Senior
Adult Conference and the seniors there
are anxiously looking forward to being
together for a day of joy and worship
and fellowship.  The program person-
alities are Don Brown, Kelby Johnson,
and Matt Hudson.  Others will be used

in various capacities.
The registration fee remains at $15

per person and this covers the noon
meal that will be catered with all the
fish you can eat, and for those who
don’t eat fish, there will be chicken for
you.

Door Prizes will be given away.  The
oldest woman present will be recog-
nized and the oldest man will be recog-
nized with a special prize.

Bro. Matt Hudson will be in charge
of the music for the day and we all
know what a good job he does.  He will
have something special for us.

Dr. John Adams and the good folks
at First Baptist Church are looking for
you so make your plans.  Save the date
and let’s fill the sanctuary of First
Baptist Church.  It’s going to be a great
day and you don’t want to miss it.

Let’s pray that God will give us a
good day and all praise will be His.  See
you at FBC Mantachie, Tuesday, May
14th, beginning at 9:30 am.  Registra-
tion begins when you arrive.

The theme of the conference is taken
from Colossians 1:27 - “Christ in you…
Our hope in Glory”.

A Big Day At Big Creek

97 Year Old Mrs. Lolita Dykes

Tied for oldest men attending -
Kitchens and Hill

Bro. Kenneth Flynt
A good crowd - A good time

Plenty of Catfish and Trimmings

Our message by Bro. Ed Steele

Good music after a great meal

-Photo at Left-
Dean Walker recently
hosted in the SBC library
a symposium for Jones
County teachers on the
subject of professional
learning communities

The VA WANTS YOU AT SBC!...  To
Get a College Education

Have you served in America’s armed
forces? Then you probably have Veter-
ans Administration tuition benefits that
you can use toward a free education
right here at SBC. I urge you to contact
your local VA representative for an
evaluation of your benefits. You earned
them! And remember, many Post 9-11
benefits are now fully transferable to
family members. SBC has numerous
students receiving VA assistance for
both online and in-classroom tuition.

Southeastern Baptist College
Updates

Dr. Carson is available to fill the
pulpit for preaching or to provide an
update about the great things the Lord
is doing at Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege. I will shortly be touring Missis-
sippi churches and presenting oppor-
tunities for churches and groups to
take on the challenge for prioritized
projects for Southeastern Baptist Col-
lege. While much has been done, the

Southeastern
Report
from page 2

Paul Welborn provides a devotion dur-
ing the dinner provided to SBC stu-
dents by First Baptist Church of
Calhoun, Laurel

college still stands in much disrepair
and because of this, it does not honor
God as an institution of higher learn-
ing as it should. These will be short
presentations, but exciting as well, as I
share how you can be used by God to
advance His ministry. You can reach
Dr. Carson at 601-433-4736 or at
scarson@southeasternbaptist.edu
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Church. Learn what steps have to be
taken to get your church “off of the
mat” and on the road to health!

• Pastor Health Breakout (Larry
Barker) — According to Barna’s State
of Pastors Report in 2017: 1 in 9 pastors
are at risk of burnout, 46% of pastors
struggle with depression and 1 in 5
struggle with an addiction. Barna iden-
tified prayerful resiliency as being the
antidote to pastoring in a culture of
complexity. Resilience means invest-
ing in personal wholeness. Soul care
for pastors and church leaders is a
must!

Join Larry Barker the Director of
Activate, a BMA Ministry for Church
and Pastor Health, as he unpacks resil-
iency, the importance of prayer and
consistent spiritual disciplines, the sab-
bath and the sabbatical, and being
discipled by a mentor or pastor huddle
group. Healthy pastors make healthy
churches!

• Sunday School Breakout (Dr.
Philip Attebery) — BMA Seminary’s
Dr Phillip Attebery walks us through
the new DiscipleGuide Compass Sun-
day School Curriculum. See the new
style, features and focus that will make
the new Compass a tremendous tool for
churches to make disciples of Jesus
Christ.

Breakout Sessions
from page 4

airport without getting shot or any of
the other men with me getting hurt.
We jumped into the GMC 3500 4×4
pick-up truck and decided that since
the main roads were all blocked again,
as well as the bridge that we had to
cross, we would go by the way of the
river!

So, we went down to the
river and it was completely
dry, so we went down one
side and UP the other side.
If you could have seen the
height of that wall! Well,
let me say that the Holy
Spirt pushed us up. We
got the visitors to the air-
port safely. Going home it
was another story; but I
am relieved at this point
that I only have me to be
concerned about and my
heavenly Father has that
under control. I feel
blessed.

While in Haiti, I knew
of another group from Quebec who
served further up the mountain. We
tried to keep in contact as best we
could, and on Friday morning I got a
call from Nathalie (one of the ladies in
the group) saying that there was a
small window of opportunity to get

Haiti Missions
continued from page 6

Pastors in Haiti receiving training

some gas and water from certain stores.
This was good news!

So I decided to leave and take my
chances for the airport.

I had a ticket for Monday, and I
figured I would try to get home before
then, but if not, I would stay at the
airport until I could fly out. Within five
minutes, I was ready to go and headed
to the airport.

You know, God’s timing is always
best, even if you are not always sure
how things will work out. At this time,

no roads were open to the airport, but
I knew God would help along the way.
I just did not know how. We were not
on the road five minutes before, com-
ing out of a side street and cutting us
off, was a police truck. Not just any
police, but the SWAT team! I immedi-
ately told my driver to get their atten-
tion and he did.

I got out of the truck and asked them
if they could escort me to the airport. I
was placed in the back seat with two
other officers all decked out in their
SWAT gear.

I felt safe and on my way to another
adventure.

Along the way we came up on two
ambushes. I was told firmly to stay in
the vehicle as three of the team stepped
out and started shooting. There was a
street gang there, and they stop people
all the time. The team cleared the rocks
and boulders off the road and contin-
ued down another small street steer-
ing clear of all the traps they had put
up.

During this time, the head officer
told me that there was absolutely NO
WAY I would have made it to the
airport without them. I thanked them,
and the head of the group told me that
if I ever needed them, to just call. They
gave me their names and cell numbers.
In the time it took to get to the airport,
I got to know these men a little bit.

Praise God that I now have four new
contacts, not only for protection, but
also for witnessing, and hopefully they
come to know my Lord in a more inti-
mate way.

Once I finally get to the airport, I
had no wi-fi and no clear internet ser-
vice. It was 4 p.m. on Friday at the
time. My original plane ticket was for
the following week on Wednesday, then
it changed to Monday, and now here I
am. The person from the mountain had

purchased a ticket for me to go back
home, but I had no way of knowing any
of the information I needed in order to
get on the plane. What do Ido?

I looked at the enormous line for
Delta Airlines and the others. As I
prayed, my eyes drifted over to Jet
Blue airlines, and there were no people
fighting for a spot. I went to the counter
and asked where their flights went. He
told me that the flight was headed to
Fort Lauderdale.

I asked if I could buy a ticket and I
purchased one for $230.

I knew that once I got to the United
States I could get home from there,

and sure enough my wife was able to
obtain a ticket to Montreal the next
day. She drove the 3.5 hours to pick me
up. We were very happy, but I was
totally exhausted for sure.

All of this is to say that GOD IS
GOOD! It’s one thing to say it, but
when you have seen it and lived it, you
can really appreciate this truth. The
Lord gave me these verses as a re-
minder to trust him - Proverbs 3:5-6
says, “Trust in the Lord with all thine
heart, and lean not unto your own
understanding. In all thy ways ac-
knowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths.”


