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Senior Adult Conferences A Blessing
NORTH CONFERENCE SET FOR MAY 3

The South Mississippi Senior Adult
Conference was held March 29 at Big
Creek Church, Soso. The house was
packed and the program was a great
blessing. Music, messages and a great
meal were highlights of the day.

Bro. Vern Holifield and the Com-
mission on Senior Adults are to be

commended for this ministry. Senior
Saints from all over South Mississippi
came to praise the Lord, worship Him
and to fellow-
ship with oth-
ers.

The North
Conference will
be held in May
at First Baptist
C h u r c h ,
M a n t a c h i e .
Don't miss this
exciting event.

Dr. John
David Smith,
executive director of missions for the
BMA of America, will be the speaker
for the day at the North Conference
with speical music by The Heisman
Quartet.

For more information see page 5 of
this issue for the Senior Adult Com-
mission Report

Dr. John David Smith

Don Collins

Former Mississippi Pastor &
National Missions Director Passes Away

Floyd Donald (Don) Collins, 72 of
Carthage, TX, and former director of
BMA of America Missions, died March
28, after a long battle with pulmonary
fibrosis.

His surrendered to the ministry in
1954, was ordained in 1956 by Pettys
Chapel Baptist Church in Corsicana,
Texas, and spent his early years min-
istering to churches throughout Texas,
Mississippi and Oklahoma. Other
places of service include:

• President of Jacksonville College
(1984-1988)

• Director of interstate missions in
the BMAA Department of Missions
from 1981-1984 and then again from
1988-2002 as the executive director

• Associational leadership positions,
including moderator of the BMA of
Oklahoma, moderator of Dallas County
BMA, vice president and president of
the BMA of America

• And his last place of service was as
pastor to senior adults at First Baptist
Church in Carthage. He was also a
well-educated man, receiving an AA
degree from Jack-
sonville College, a
BS degree from
Stephen F. Aus-
tin University in
N a c o g d o c h e s ,
Texas; a Masters
degree from
Abilene Christian
University in Dal-
las; and two years
at BMA Semi-
nary. In 1980, he
received the Distinguished Alumnus
Award from Jacksonville College. He
was also a member and past president
of the Carthage Rotary Club. Survi-
vors include his wife of 50 years, Linda
(Ross) Collins of Carthage; a son, Gary
Wayne Collins of Heath, Texas; a
daughter, Donna Burchett of Timpson,
Texas; and 4 grandchildren.

Funeral services were held March
31, at First BaptistChurch in Carthage,
TX, with Dr. Allen Tilley and Ryan
Burchett officiating. The family re-
quests that memorials be made to
BMAA Missions, P.O. Box 30910, Little
Rock, AR 72260; or First Baptist
Church, P.O. Box 548, Carthage, TX
75633.

Bro. Collins was a faithful worker,
preacher and a friend. Even though he
was a ‘Texan’, he and his wife wife
Linda regularly supported the minis-
try of the Mississippi Baptist Paper.
Collins previously served as pastor of
Parkview Baptist Church in Laurel,
was loved by all who knew him and
will be missed.

- contributions from Baptist Trumpet

The Heismen Quartet, based in Corinth,
Mississippi, has traveled extensively for over
forty years spreading the Gospel in song.
They are members of Wheeler Grove Baptist
Church and are all ordained deacons. God, in
so many ways, has blessed their ministry.

BMA of America Annual Meeting
April 11-13, 2011 - Wichita Falls, Texas

BMA Seminary Friends Dinner - Dr. Charley Holmes
Golf Invitational set for meeting at Wichita Falls, Texas

The 2011 Seminary Friends Dinner
will be held Tuesday, April 12, 2011
during the sixty-second BMA of
America Annual Meeting. At this year’s
dinner the 2011 Kellar Award will be
presented to Brother C. D. Walker.
Bro. Walker is the beloved senior pas-
tor of Bethel Baptist Church in Dallas,
Texas, and previously served the BMA
of Texas as Executive Director and the
Director of the Baptist Missionary As-
sociation Loan Association. Bro.
Walker is a member of the 1961 gradu-
ating class of BMA Seminary.

For over 55 years Bro. Walker has
been married to the former Anita
Green. The Walker’s have two adult
children: Tamina “Annette” Walker
and Clifford David Walker, III, and
two grandchildren, Travis Walker

Krolczyk and David “Trey”
Walker, III.

This eighth annual award,
named in honor of the late
Dr. Gerald Kellar, the found-
ing president of BMA Semi-
nary, recognizes a BMA Semi-
nary alumnus for outstand-
ing contributions in ministry
typifying the legacy of Dr.
Kellar.

The 2011 dinner will be in
Meeting Room 10 of the Ray
Clymer Exhibit Hall. Seat-
ing is limited, with a cost of $20 per
person.

Pastors who attend the Seminary
Friends Dinner will be entered into a
drawing for a free suit from
Suits4Servants. Suits4Servants is a

ministry founded by Bro. Jim
Tatum of Jacksonville,
Florida. The ministry’s aim
is to allow God's servants to
purchase quality clothing at
affordable prices. This will
be the first year that
Suits4Servants will be at the
BMAA National Meeting,
and the display will be lo-
cated adjacent to the BMA
Seminary display. Mr.
Tatum’s suits range from 36-

continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3continued on page 3

C.D. Walker



2 April 1, 2011 •  Mississippi Baptist

John David Smith

BMAA Relief Fund Needs
The response of BMAA

churches and individual mem-
bers to the various natural di-
sasters and catastrophes of re-
cent times has served as an
inspiration to many hurting
people. Relief funds given
through the BMAA Depart-
ment of Missions have helped
to alleviate suffering and pro-
vide basic necessities in many
places.

When hurricane Katrina hit
the Gulf Coast, the BMAA Re-
lief Fund aided many churches
and families. The relief fund
responded to the needs created
by the bridge disaster in Cam-
bodia and the earthquakes in
Haiti and Chile. Funds have

been sent to Egypt in recent
days, and now funds are being
solicited to help the tsunami
victims in Japan.

BMAA Relief Funds are ad-
ministered through BMAA mis-
sions personnel or local
churches in the affected areas.
This guarantees that the money
will not be misappropriated or
used for things other than re-
lief efforts.

In light of all these occasions
that have called for relief funds,
the BMAA Relief Fund has
been depleted. We encourage
you and your church to con-
sider contributing, through the
BMAA Relief Fund, to these
and other relief situations that

will arise. What a great
testimony and poten-
tially door opening act
of Christian love that
becomes the hands and
feet of Christ in those
places that need Him
most.

The following is a tes-
timonial of a recent
situation in Egypt and a re-
quest for help. “God is true to
His promises. The difficult situ-
ation in Egypt proved to be a
blessing in disguise. God truly
makes all things work together
for the good of those who love
Him. The church in one of the
main Egyptian cities who has
been under direct attack from
the community and the au-
thorities in recent months,
opened officially and started

services in the last
couple of weeks. Here
is what happened:
during the revolt, our
national worker in
that area opened the
church yard for the
neighbors to park
their cars, thus pro-
tecting them from

looters and thugs. Then when
he got some relief food pack-
ages, he distributed them in
the community. The people
were surprised by his kindness,
although they had fought him
for the last year and a half to
stop him from opening the
building for regular church ser-
vices. The police station where
all the complaints were filed
against the church was burned
to the ground and with it all

the documentation of such com-
plaints. The secret police chief
in that area, who was instru-
mental in two court cases
against the church, was beaten
to a pulp by the demonstrators.
Once the cases were reviewed
after the revolt ended, they
were dropped and so were fines
of more then $25,000. Now the
community has welcomed the
church and has stopped harass-
ing the people. Our God is on
His throne! The situation has
left many of our church people
there out of work and our pas-
tors in need of quick assistance.
I am requesting $10,000 in re-
lief funds so I can take a gift of
love and compassion to our
brethren in Egypt when I go
there to visit them and check
on them.”

2011 VSM Ukraine Basketball Mission Team

Front Row l/r:    Turner Harper, Jordan Raggio, Tyler Eggers
Middle Row l/r: Wesley Wizer, Martez Wells, Kevin Lybrand
Back Row l/r: Jimmy Walker, Trevor Rogers, Stan Scroggins, Zac Whitiker.

This year’s Volunteer Student
Missions Basketball team will
travel back to Ukraine to work
with BMAA missionary Laura
Kanyakina.  After a successful
mission last year to Ukraine
the team was invited back.  The
goal of this year’s mission is to
give support and attention to
local churches through basket-
ball games with local sport
clubs and through tournaments
organized by local churches to
reach the lost and unchurched.
The team will once again min-
ister in two Gypsie camps lo-
cated on the border of Solvakia
and Romania.  The team plans
to distribute Shepherd’s Bag to
the children provided by Evan-
gelistic International Minis-
tries.
The team recently met in Mag-
nolia, Arkansas to train, study,
and play an exhibition game
against the Columbia Chris-
tian School basketball team.

The team consist of 10 Mem-
bers:  Martez Wells from Bethel
Baptist Church Fulton, Mis-
sissippi; Zac Whitaker from Old
River Baptist Church Mont
Belvieu, Texas, Tyler Eggers
from Vardaman Street Baptist
Church, Wiggins, Mississippi;
Kevin Lybrand from First Bap-
tist Church, Jacksonville,
Texas; Turner Harper from
Farley Street Baptist Church,
Waxahatchie, Texas; Wesley
Kizer from Fellowship Mission-
ary Baptist Church, Pittsburg,
Texas, Trevor Rogers from First
Baptist Church, Magnolia, Ar-
kansas.   Coaching the team
this year is Jimmy Walker prin-
cipal and basketball coach at
Columbia Christian School in
Magnolia, Arkansas.  Coach
Walker is a deacon at First
Baptist Church in Magnolia,
Arkansas. Stan Scroggins will
lead the team, he is Music and
Missions minister at First Bap-

tist Church of Magnolia, Ar-
kansas.
VSM teams are sent under the
direction of the Baptist Mis-
sionary Association of
America’s national missions
department.  Students inter-
ested in serving in 2012 can
make application on the
department’s website:
www.bmaamissions.org.

Apple suppresses diversity, yanks Christian app
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - Apple has done
an about-face on an app for Exo-
dus International -- and the Chris-
tian organization is not happy
about it, saying Apple has "caved,
yet again" to pressure from "gay"
activists.

Apple had given the iPhone app
a 4+ rating, which is reserved for
those that contain no objection-
able material. But homosexual
activists mounted an online peti-
tion drive -- labeling the Exodus
message as "hateful and bigoted" -
- and pressured Apple into pulling
the app. Apple's rationale? The
app "violates our developer guide-
lines by being offensive to large
groups of people." Exodus Inter-
national vice president Randy
Thomas admits his organization
is disappointed by Apple's deci-
sion.

"Our app was simply a resource
app to help people who have ques-
tions about homosexuality and
Exodus International, to learn
what we're really about," he ex-
plains. "Unfortunately gay activ-
ists misconstrued the purpose of
the app and successfully pressured
Apple to remove our app."

According to a CNN report,
those activists argued that in its
claim to offer freedom from homo-
sexuality through a relationship
with Jesus Christ, Exodus uses
"scare tactics, misinformation, ste-
reotypes, and distortions of LGBT
life to recruit clients."

While some might argue Apple's
decision is an infringement on free
speech, Thomas says Apple is a
private corporation that can make
available any app it wants to.

"And unfortunately they have
removed an app that appeals to a
large percentage of their customer
base," he notes. "I think Apple has
really done themselves a disser-
vice in not representing the true
diversity of opinion concerning ho-
mosexuality and Christianity."

Exodus International has a
lengthy history of dealing in a
Christ-centered way with people
who have same-gender attrac-

tions. Thomas encourages indi-
viduals to voice their disapproval
to Apple on the Exodus Interna-
tional blogsite or through the
Apple website.

Late last year, Apple removed
the app submitted by The Man-
hattan Declaration, a group of
Christian leaders who support bib-
lical teaching on marriage. That
decision, says Exodus, came as a
result of pressure from the same
homosexual activist groups. Apple
continues to provide hundreds of
apps specific to the "gay," lesbian,
bisexual, transgender (LGBT)
community.
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Southeastern
Baptist College
4229 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440, (601) 426-6346 Dr. Medrick Savell

President

Serving Christ With a Biblical World View In A Christian Atmosphere

60 in sizes (38-60 Long, 36-46
Short). The suits are offered in
a variety of colors including
black, navy, grey, a choice of
pinstripe and many more.

In addition to the Seminary
Friends Dinner, the Fifth An-
nual Dr. Charley Holmes Golf
Invitational will also be held
on Monday, April 11 at the
Champions Course at Weeks
Park in Wichita Falls. Tee times
begin at 9:00 a.m., with a ham-
burger lunch provided. The cost
of entry is complimentary
thanks to sponsors of the event.
There is a 36-player limit, so
register early!

You may make reservations
for the Seminary Dinner or the
Golf Invitational by contacting
Carol Shine at 903-586-2501 or
cshine@bmats.edu.

Seminary
Dinner
from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1from page 1

As always, we appreciate
those who pray for Southeast-
ern Baptist College and all the
workers. Pray that God would
provide wisdom and that we
might be sensitive to His lead-
ership.

Thanks to the churches, as-
sociations, and individuals who
support the college financially.
Thanks to those who send me-
morial gifts to the Library and
Foundation, to all who provide
scholarships for the students,

and to those who do volunteer
work for the college.

At this time we are in need of
$1,000.00 which should com-
plete the repair on the parking
lot.

Summer Classes 2011Summer Classes 2011Summer Classes 2011Summer Classes 2011Summer Classes 2011
We plan to offer several

classes which will meet in a
short term during the month of
June.

At this time it seems that
Introduction to Sociology and
Bible Interpretation will be of-
fered in the mornings.

World Literature I and New
Testament Survey will be of-
fered in the afternoons.

College Algebra, New Testa-
ment Historical Books, and
Prophetic Book (Revelation)
will be offered at night.

Online ClassesOnline ClassesOnline ClassesOnline ClassesOnline Classes
In addition to those classes

listed above, the following
courses will be available as on-
line classes:

Christiain Doctrine I; Minor
Prophets;  Principles of Coun-
seling; Introduction to Sociol-
ogy; History of Christianity;
Old and New Testament Sur-
vey; Bible Geography; Manners
and Customs; Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Lamentations; and
Introduction to Psychology.

Those who are interested in
taking any of these classes in
the summer should contact the
admissions office at the college
as soon as possible.

Some of these classes may
be taken for Teacher Re-certi-
fication credit.

Spring FestivalSpring FestivalSpring FestivalSpring FestivalSpring Festival
On Tuesday, April 19, South-

eastern is having Spring Festi-
val Day. This is your special
invitation to come. You will
have an opportunity to see the
campus and meet faculty mem-
bers and other prospective stu-
dents. We ask, if possible, that
you arrive by 9:15 a.m. so that
you will be able to attend our
Chapel service and maybe even
visit a class or two. Lunch will
be provided. Food and fun will
be at 11:00 a.m.

May God bless and we look
forward to seeing you on April
19th.

DiscipleGuide to Give
Away Kindle Reader

Bobby L. Hudgens
Research and Development Officer

DiscipleGuide will hold a drawing for a 6" Kindle electronic
reader at the national BMAA meeting in
April. You can enter the drawing by sign-
ing up at the DiscipleGuide display. The
drawing will be held during
DiscipleGuide's report scheduled for
Wednesday morning at 9:45, and you
must be present to win. This Kindle comes
with FREE 3G connectivity and Wi-Fi –
no monthly payments, no annual con-
tracts. It holds up to 3,500 books, weighs
just 8.7 ounces, and is only one-third of an
inch thick. Amazon has over 800,000
eBooks for the Kindle owner to choose
from. A review by PC Magazine stated,
“Simply put, it’s the best dedicated eBook reader you can buy.”

DiscipleGuide Announces
Change Involving Bible Versions

DiscipleGuide Church Resources has announced that it will
cease offering curriculum resources in the NIV Bible version.
Zondervan, the publisher, recently introduced the "gender neu-
tral" NIV 2011, which will replace the original NIV version of
1984. Executive Director Kevin Clayton stated, "The NIV 2011
directly violates what BMA Baptists believe regarding the ver-
bal plenary inspiration of the Scriptures."

DiscipleGuide’s children’s curriculum, the Victory Series, will
only be available in the King James Version for the summer 2011
quarter. Because of production schedules the adult Bible study
guide, Compass Point, will use the NIV through the summer
quarter, and then will see a change in Bible versions.

Alfred Darst
passes away

Services for the Rev. Alfred
Wayne Darst, 68, of
Whitehouse, Texas, were held
on Saturday, March 26, 2011.
Dr. Mike Harmon
officiated

Bro. Darst went
home to be with his
Savior on Wednes-
day, March 23,
2011. He was born
in St. Louis, Mis-
souri, on March 5,
1943, to Edith Darst and the
late Rev. C.A. Darst. He grew
up in St. Louis and graduated
from the University of South-
ern Mississippi with a Bach-
elor of Music degree. He spent
his life serving God and doing
His work by pastoring, con-
structing and spiritually build-
ing churches in Mississippi, Il-
linois, Kansas, Hawaii and
Texas. He made many mission
trips to Brazil building
churches and showing the love
of Christ to the Portuguese
people. He was preceded in
death by wives, Tessa Gordon
Darst and Helen Lorraine
Santa Cruz Darst.

He is survived by his mother,
Edith Darst; wife, Marilyn
Darst; mother-in-law, Marie
Darst; children, Gordon and
wife Nancy, David and wife
Rebecca, Barry and wife
Noelda, Clayton and wife Kim-
berly, Dwayne and wife Terri,
Darrell and wife Angela, Danny
and wife Nancy, Katrina and
husband Mike; and a number
of grandchildren.

Sofilthy's Attic
by Barbara White

This past week, I received a letter from a childhood
friend.  After you reach a certain age, and we've both
reached it, about all you can talk about are your memories.

She was reminiscing about her memories of hearing my
mother whistling as she washed clothes on the rub board.

Well, I just thought to myself that this apple sure fell a
long way from the tree!  I don't find myself whistling even
though I only have to throw my clothes in a machine that
does the job with no rubbing on the rub board.

I too, remember my mother whistling and singing as she
went about her work.  One song I remember very well was,
"There's an All-seeing Eye Watching You."  As a child I
feared that eye, but as I've grown older, I'm grateful for that
loving, caring, protecting eye.

It would probably benefit our families if we went about
our work "singing and making melody in your heart to the
Lord;"  Eph. 5:19

Whistlin'
and Singing

'Watered down''Watered down''Watered down''Watered down''Watered down'
Christianity ondisplayChristianity ondisplayChristianity ondisplayChristianity ondisplayChristianity ondisplay
OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow OneNewsNow - A critic of liberal
theology isn't surprised that the
United Methodist Church took
part in a supposed prayer event
last week for Japan that also in-
volved other non-Christian reli-
gions.

The Church Center is a promi-
nent building in New York City
located across from the United
Nations and operated by the
United Methodist Church. Bud-
dhist, Shinto, and Christian faith
leaders from Japan gathered to
chant and pray for the victims.

Mark Tooley, president of The
Institute on Religion & Democ-
racy (IRD), says he is not sur-
prised about the various religions
represented at the service.

"The original purpose was to be
a Methodist and Christian wit-
ness to and at the United Na-
tions," says Tooley. "A number of
other denominations also have
offices in the building, and there is
a chapel there as well. Of course,
following the drift of agencies of
the United Methodist Church and
of mainline Protestantism, and es-
pecially of the often very radical
Methodist women's division, the
building's political witness and
spiritual emphases are -- as to be
expected -- often very far left and
not orthodox."

Tooley says the United Meth-
odist Church has significantly
strayed from its Christian heri-
tage.

"Having the Buddhist cleric lead
the service at the Church Center
of the United Nations certainly
illustrates how the Methodist and
Christian witness of that ministry
there is so watered down as to be
almost unrecognizably Christian,"
comments the IRD president.
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Church of the Covered Dish BY THOMAS TAPP

Listing of names does not
indicate endorsement.

This column is for
information purposes only.

AVAILABLE
FOR SERVICE

Don Brown
Editor

Dale WirickDale WirickDale WirickDale WirickDale Wirick
Dale Wirick is available for

pulpit supply. He can be
reached at 228-474-8886 or 228-
249-3731.

Church seeks formerChurch seeks formerChurch seeks formerChurch seeks formerChurch seeks former
pastor’s photographpastor’s photographpastor’s photographpastor’s photographpastor’s photograph
Dear Editor,

First Baptist Church of
Shady Grove has pictures of all
the former pastors of our church
except for C. W. Rayborn.  He
was the pastor here in 1896.

Since we know that several
churches have similar photo-
graphic records, we wanted to
request help locating a picture
or drawing of Pastor C. W.
Rayborn.  We would appreci-
ate the assistance by any
church or individual. If you can
be of assistance, please contact
Nelle Lowe, Secretary, at First
Baptist Church of Shady Grove.

Thank you.
FBC of Shady Grove
Laurel, Mississippi

The Value of Meeting
I consider myself a young

person and kind of "new on the
block" until I remember that I

am well
q u a l i f i e d
"age wise" for
Social Secu-
rity and that
I have been
in this
present job
for over 33
years. Time
flies when
you are hav-
ing fun - and

I certainly am having fun!
If you will allow me to 'just

remember' for a few moments,
I would like to consider what
has happened to our coopera-
tion and participation in those
events that previously have
proven so valuable and so pro-
ductive.

On pages one and five of this
issue you will read about the
Senior Adult Conferences. The

South Conference was held this
past week and was absolutely
the 'best yet'. Participation was
good and the entire program
was first class and very fulfill-
ing.

During March there were
two special events - the North
and South Missions and Evan-
gelistic Conferences. I was at
the North Conference and it
was great! (Full disclosure re-
quires that I tell you that I had
a part of the program). Dis-
counting that fact, I was blessed
by attending and the program
was very good. The attendance
was 'embarrassing'. The most I
counted during any given ses-
sion was 30. The attendance
was usually around 23 or 24.

It is my understanding that
the attendance at the South
Conference was also very low.

In years past these meetings
we very well attended. Our
pastors encouraged their mem-
bers to go and the pastors also

supported these meetings.
The annual State Pastor's

Retreat has also seen declining
participation in recent years.
These meetings were great
times of fellowship and refresh-
ing in the past and thoroughly
enjoyed by all who attended.

Generational Shift?
Some have said that the

cause is a 'generational shift'
among our pastors and  our
churches. I know that things
change and tastes and needs
differ. It seems that some ques-
tions need answering. How do
we maintain our enthusiasm,
our cohesiveness and our coop-
eration as a group if we do not
value the times we should
gather together for worship,
fellowship and refreshing?

Our annual and midyear
business sessions have also
declined in attendance re-
cently. These trends are not
unique to the BMA. Surely we
can all agree on the "value of
meeting".

“Chittlins”“Chittlins”“Chittlins”“Chittlins”“Chittlins”
by Chuck Leeby Chuck Leeby Chuck Leeby Chuck Leeby Chuck Lee

Nine or ten years ago, I
pastored a church in Jackson,
Mississippi. There was a res-
taurant just outside of the city
that my wife and I frequented
on a regular basis. I can state
the fried catfish that we or-
dered on the “all you can eat”
menu - that was some good
catfish. If I recall correctly, you
could order all you could eat for
eight or nine dollars. It came
with fries, hush puppies, cole
slaw, and onions. There was a
time that I left the restaurant

thinking I would never have to
eat again. I didn’t mind paying
the money because I felt that it
was well worth the price.

One Thursday night as we
were heading home, we passed
the restaurant and noticed that
the parking lot was “jam
packed.” Thinking that maybe
they were running a special on
catfish, I slowed down to read
their advertisement sign.

In big bold letters it said,
“Chitterlings” $13.95 all you
can eat.” My wife explained that

they really meant chittlins, but
being city folk they didn’t know
how to spell correctly.

Forget the spelling. People
were actually clamoring to the
place to eat chittlins. Did they
know that was a fancy name
for hog guts? Surely there must
be some other reason they were
eating there. But alas, it was
the lure of the chittlins, and
not only were they eating them,
they were paying fourteen
bucks to do it!

Each time I pass by there on
Thursday night every parking
space was filled and there was
a line out the door. Couldn’t
they smell the awful smell that
had to be coming from the
kitchen?

My defense system started
to break down as each week
went by. The more I thought
about it, if that many people
liked the, uh, hog intestines,
maybe they would taste alright.
Thankfully, God intervened

and moved me to another
church in Louisiana before I
could falter. I told this story to
some friends as we ate craw-
fish and sucked the juice out of
their heads and we laughed
and laughed. As Boudreaux
said “Some people are just
gross!”

Anyway, it got me to think-
ing. The devil works on our
defenses in the same way. We
look at sin and it repulses us.
We think that it is disgusting.
Then we notice the multitude
of people  that seem to be enjoy-
ing sin and begin to think,
“Maybe it’s not so bad.” Some-
times God intervenes and we
are removed from the tempta-
tion. Other times, He leaves it
up to us to refrain from partak-
ing in what Moses considered
the “pleasures of sin.”

Let’s not let the multitude of
people rushing to sin cause our
senses to get dull. Chittlins still
stink and so does sin!

- Chuck Lee is pastor of Pine
Grove Baptist Church, Purvis,
Mississippi.

Verily I say unto you,
There be some standing
here, which shall not taste
of death, till they see the
Son of man coming in his
kingdom.

-Matthew 16:28
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Commission on Senior Adults
Vern D.Holifield, Director

4226 Highway 15 North
Laurel, Mississippi 39440

Greetings in the wonderful
name of Jesus Christ.  God is
good all the time. He is good to
me and my family. The month
of April will be here when you
read these lines.  Time moves
on in a hurry.  What we do for
the Lord we must do quickly.

South Senior Adult DaySouth Senior Adult DaySouth Senior Adult DaySouth Senior Adult DaySouth Senior Adult Day
The  South Senior Adult Day

was a grand day and a great
success.   We registered 340
happy seniors.  Big Creek Bap-
tist Church and pastor Don
Brown  treated us royally.
Brother Earl Smith directed
the worship music.  Brother
Greg Medenwald and Dr.
Phillip Attebery did the preach-
ing.  Mack's Restaurant pro-
vided the noon meal.  The Big
Creek ladies furnished the des-
serts.  All did a fine job. Thanks
to everyone involved in a great
day.

The group was challenged to
give a love offering to Home
Stretch Mission in Cleveland
for paving their parking lot.
We gave $946.38 toward that

needy project. The senior adults
are missions minded.  I com-
mend them for this vision.

North Senior Adult DayNorth Senior Adult DayNorth Senior Adult DayNorth Senior Adult DayNorth Senior Adult Day
The North  Senior Adult day

is scheduled for May 3.  First
Baptist, Mantachie and Pastor
Dr. John Adams are preparing
for a great day in the Lord.  All
on the program  are sitting on
ready.  Inspiring music is
planned.  Brother Gary O'Neal
and Dr. John D. Smith will do
the preaching.  Mr. and Mrs.
Scott Malone  will cater the
noon meal. That catfish and
chicken with all the trimmings
will be great.  My goal is at
least 200. Why don't we pack
the house at Mantachie?  We
can if we set out hearts to do it.

The churches will receive a
letter giving telephone num-
bers to call in the number you
expect to attend the meeting. I
will give you a deadline to call
in. All our pastors in North
Mississippi are urged to get
involved in this good meeting.
Please promote the Conference

and attend if possible. This will
be a one day revival.  We all
need a Spiritual uplift I am
sure.

The Pressure Is OnThe Pressure Is OnThe Pressure Is OnThe Pressure Is OnThe Pressure Is On
Most of us realize that the

pressure in on all Bible believ-
ing people.  The enemy is now
walking  about seeking whom
he may devour.  The enemy is
the devil himself.  He seeks to
divide us.  He causes us to take
our minds off the Lord's work.
He leads us to major on our
own pet projects.  While we are
knocking one another and
while we are involved in tear-
ing down the church and her
ministry the devil stands back
and laughs. Folks, we need each
other in these last days.  We
need to stand together. We
must know who the enemy is.
The  pressure is on, and it will
grow worse until Jesus comes.
The devil is indeed our adver-
sary.  (I Pet. 5: 8).

The National MeetingThe National MeetingThe National MeetingThe National MeetingThe National Meeting
The  BMAA will be meeting

soon.  Dot and I plan to attend.
Mississippi  needs to be well
represented.   God is blessing
the work of our BMA. We must
pray for all the work and all the
workers.  I love our Missionary
Baptist people.

South Mississippi Senior Adult Conference

Bro. Winnie McMahon (far right) and Bro. Leon Carmical
(center) were recognized by the Senior Adult Commis-
sion for 50 years in the ministry

AAAAA Great Day  Great Day  Great Day  Great Day  Great Day At TheAt TheAt TheAt TheAt The
South Senior South Senior South Senior South Senior South Senior Adult ConferenceAdult ConferenceAdult ConferenceAdult ConferenceAdult Conference
Good Singing - Prizes - Gospel
Preaching - Food & Fellowship
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Mississippi W.M.A.
Blinda Lee, President

77 Morrow Rd., Purvis,MS 39475
601-596-3417

blinda.lee@lamarcountyschools.org

Corresponding Secretary
Mrs. Shirlene Smith

730 Hwy 533, Laurel, MS 39443
601-729-5638

Big Creek District WMA ReportBig Creek District WMA ReportBig Creek District WMA ReportBig Creek District WMA ReportBig Creek District WMA Report
The Big Creek District WMA met at Hopewell

Baptist Church on January 3. What a nice way to
start the new year! The weather was clear and
extremely cold, but the hospitality was warm and
inviting. Attendance was down somewhat with only
8 churches represented and 25 ladies present.

“Have Faith in God” was led by Barbara White
accompanied by Mary Wardell on the piano. Presi-
dent Linda Smith called the meeting to order and
read Lamentations 3:22-23. Sherry Shows led in
prayer. Janelle Hammond welcomed everyone to
Hopewell. Janelle Burkes read minutes and gave
the treasurer’s report. Sharon Lancaster gave the
report on attendance. Barbara White gave report on
our WMA national project and our state project.
Shirlene Smith gave report on GMA state meeting to
be held March 11 and 12 and Sunbeams April 29-30.
Judy Eavensen and Virginia Poore encouraged each
WMA group to bring one picture to the April meeting
of a WMA project they have done or are working on
which will be placed in the scrapbook.

Hopewell presented the program, “Untrodden Path
of 2011.” Big Creek Baptist Church gave the resolu-
tion:

ResolutionResolutionResolutionResolutionResolution
Be it resolved that we encourage the ladies of the

ladies of the Big Creek District WMA to follow the
biblical admonition of Titus 2:3-5 to be good role
models for younger women in promoting spiritual
growth and family values.

Be it further resolved that our younger ladies also
be encouraged to participate in their local, district,
state and national WMA.

Be it resolved that the Big Creek District WMA
enthusiastically promote and support the work of
our local, state, and national missions efforts, that
we continue to support the YLAs, GMAs, and Sun-
beams and encourage them in their studies as they
progress in their Christian lives, and that we encour-
age all members to strive to meet the WMA Standard
of excellence.

Be it further resolved that we encourage the use
on the local, state, and national levels of the study
books written by our WMA ladies.

Be it resolved that we pray for and support our
local, state, and national WMA officers as they lead
us in the various phases of ministry.

Be it resolved that we reaffirm our position on the
practice of abortion in any form and that we continue
to stress the biblical principle of the sanctity of life at
all stages of development and ages, including our
position to the practice of euthanasia and so-called
mercy killings.

Be it resolved that we pray for and support the
military personnel of our nation and ask God to
protect them from harm as they serve our nation and
that we earnestly pray for the leaders at all levels of
government to seek the wisdom and direction of our
heavenly Father in their service and decision mak-
ing.

Be it further resolved that we give Hopewell
Baptist Church, Laurel, a rising vote of appreciation

for their gracious hospitality in hosting hte Big
Creek District WMA meeting.

Prayerfully submitted,
Big Creek Baptist Church WMA

June Holifield, President
The next meeting will be April 4 at Parkview

Baptist Church in Laurel. Ladies, we need each of
you to make plans now to attend. As you can see,
attendance is down and we need to strengthen and
build up our WMA. Let’s do it on purpose for God. See
you in April!

Respectfully submitted by
Sherry Shows, Reporter
Big Creek District WMA

Northeast District WMA ReportNortheast District WMA ReportNortheast District WMA ReportNortheast District WMA ReportNortheast District WMA Report
The Northeast District WMA met February 15,

2011, at Hopewell Baptist Church in Fulton, Missis-
sippi. The theme for the meeting was Missions. The
fellowship hall was beautifully decorated with Val-
entine treats and colors. Bro. Matt pointed out the
flags displayed representing different countries
where we have missionaries. Bro. Matt led the open-
ing prayer and blessing on the food to be served.
Hopewell always serves a bountiful meal of soups,
sandwiches, and desserts, any amount you could
possibly eat. Thank you Hopewell for making the
meeting such fun. Prizes were given to those who
had pink drinking cups, neat idea! Thank you for the
prizes.

At 7:00 meeting was called to order by the presi-

dent, Mrs. Dot Emison. Stacy Smith led the opening
song “Amazing Grace.” Bro. Akers led the opening
prayer. Sandra McMillen from Hopewell gave the
welcome; Anita Akers, from East Amory, gave the
response. President Dot read a thank you letter from
Margaret Bean for the support of the WMA. The
minute s of the previous meeting were read and
approved by Martha Duncan. The financial report
was given by  Elaine Smith. Anita Akers reminded
us of the Ladies Retreat on April 9 at East Amory.
New year books were handed to each church repre-
sented. Mrs. Dot expressed her desire to see more
ladies and churches participate in the meetings.

Our project for the next quarter will be Bro.
Joseph Oyeleye, Maple Street, Columbus, and Sara
Hebert and Margaret Bean. Bro. Gary Smith led in
prayer. Bro. Matt Hudson spoke about the flags
representing each country as he welcomed Bro.
Garcia of Ripley, pastor of the Hispanic Church. Bro.
Garcia, Wendy and family with a young couple sang
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” in Spanish. It
was beautiful. He then closed in prayer. Bro. Garcia
spoke about his call and entry into the mission field,
his work and his goals for the future. You did a great
job Bro. Garcia, thank you.

Motion was in order to give Bro. Garcia $500.00 to
build a kitchen in the fellowship hall of their newly
acquired building. Bro. Matt led the closing prayer.
There were 43 members plus 18 visitors with 9
churches represented.

Betty Moody, Reporter

2012012012012011 Mississippi State GMA1 Mississippi State GMA1 Mississippi State GMA1 Mississippi State GMA1 Mississippi State GMA Retreat Report Retreat Report Retreat Report Retreat Report Retreat Report
by Beth Caldwell
GMA Promoter

The GMA Retreat was held on March 11 and 12 at
Camp Garaywa in Clinton.  There were 139 in
attendance.

The Retreat began at 1:30 with an introduction to
the officers.  Each officer prepared a box that repre-
sented their favorite creation of God.  Some of these
boxes represented the sun, flowers, stars and people.
Each box was unique and portrayed the personali-
ties of the girls.  Following the introductions of
officers the GMAs were divided into groups for
Missions and crafts.  The mission class was taught by
Mrs. Paula Prickett, representing Nicki’s work in
Indonesia and Miranda Francis representing her
summer mission work in Chicago.  Kathy Walleye
and Teresa Rues lead the girls in making a craft.

Later in the afternoon, Mrs. Jean Knight held
Queens practice in preparation for the Queens Coro-
nation.  There were 14 Reigning Queens and Teresa
Broom received her Imperial Queen Award. Kim-
berly Mitchell, Addy Roche and Tygh Roche were
Reigning Queens, Mary Cross, Caitlyn Dalrymple,
Olivia Fairley, Alexis Givens, Kiera Robertson and
Paige Williams were Reigning Regal Queens, Livi
Erkhart, Miranda Francis, Melanie Greenhaw, and
Shelby Umfress were Reigning Imperial Queens,
Carli Reeder was a Reigning Sovereign Queen.

Bro. Chuck Lee was our retreat Pastor and brought
a very inspiring message.  We had one girl saved
while at retreat.  Bro. Lee challenged each of us to
remain faithful to the GMA work.

Following the message the Presentation Service
began.  Lakelan Flynt was selected Jr. Miss GMA.
She is a member of Shiloh Baptist Church in the Big
Creek District.  Miranda Francis was named Miss
GMA.  Miranda is a member of Bethel Baptist
Church in Fulton and is from the Northeast District.
Miranda was awarded a full scholarship to South-
eastern Baptist College. The scholarship was pre-
sented by Robin Strickland of Southeastern.

Lakelan Flynt, Jr. Miss GMA and Miranda Francis, Miss

Queens presentation

GMA Officerscontinued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7continued on page 7



 7April 1, 2011 •  Mississippi Baptist

GMA Girls
GMA Promoter - Beth Caldwell

166 Twin Creek Rd, Lucedale, MS 39452
601-947-6011

Sunbeam Promoter - Linda Dertinger
132 HowardHill Road, Soso, MS 39480

601-729-2908

Sunbeam Retreat Registration Form
Please fill out this form and return to me (Linda Dertinger, 132 Howard Hill Rd., Soso, MS
39480). Also have your Sunbeams complete and give to you a medical release form. You must
keep this form with you while you are traveling to and from camp and while you are at camp.

Church ____________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor ___________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________

Phone ______________________________________________________________________________

Names of those attending (Indicate Sponsor with an “S”, Boy with a “B”, Girl with a “G”, and
Men with an “M”.
Name Age Step working on

1. _________________________________________________________________________________

2. __________________________________________________________________________________

3.__________________________________________________________________________________

4.___________________________________________________________________________________

5. __________________________________________________________________________________

6. __________________________________________________________________________________

7. _________________________________________________________________________________

8. __________________________________________________________________________________

9. __________________________________________________________________________________

10. _________________________________________________________________________________
(make copies for more names)

Total number of Sunbeams ____________
Total number of Sponsors ____________
Total number of Men ____________

TOTAL NUMBER ____________    X   $55.00 = AMT ENCLOSED $___________

All meals will be $10.00 for those that come in for Friday night services. Everyone is to payAll meals will be $10.00 for those that come in for Friday night services. Everyone is to payAll meals will be $10.00 for those that come in for Friday night services. Everyone is to payAll meals will be $10.00 for those that come in for Friday night services. Everyone is to payAll meals will be $10.00 for those that come in for Friday night services. Everyone is to pay
a $5.00 registration fee whether staying on campground or not, except our special guests.a $5.00 registration fee whether staying on campground or not, except our special guests.a $5.00 registration fee whether staying on campground or not, except our special guests.a $5.00 registration fee whether staying on campground or not, except our special guests.a $5.00 registration fee whether staying on campground or not, except our special guests.

National GMANational GMANational GMANational GMANational GMA Project 201 Project 201 Project 201 Project 201 Project 20111111
by Jessica Glasscock

National GMA First Vice President!
GMA Camp 2011 is coming

up quick, and I hope you are all
as excited about it as I am! I’m
looking forward to seeing all of
your beautiful smiling faces at
Daniel Springs Encampment
in Gary, Texas on June 14-17.

Our national project this
year is 45% Sarah Hebert Mis-
sions Fund, 45% Nicki Prickett
Missions Fund, 5% National

GMA Summer Missions Fund,
5% GMA General Fund. The
officers have set a goal of
$25,000. Please remember to
send your project money as soon
as possible to our National
GMA Treasurer, Mrs. Ruby
Poteet:  8303 Middle Warren
Road, Pine Bluff, AR. 71063
8 7 0 - 8 7 9 - 1 3 7 8
rwp8303@aol.com

Our theme this year is “The
Great Physician” and I would
like to challenge each GMA
group to create a first aid kit
for our project promotion.
Please fill this up with your
spare change that you might
find laying around your house
or enlist the help of your church!
You may use a box, a 20 ounce
or a 2 liter coke bottle, or what-
ever you may choose, but make
sure you use your CREATIV-
ITY! These will be set out for
everyone to see, and will also
be judged at camp.

Other project fundraisers for
camp will include our officer
competition, candy grams, grab
bags, quarter folders, and but-
tons. Another idea is to fill
empty prescription bottles with
quarters for the project!  Also,
our most popular fundraiser
will be at camp again, and that
is our silent auction. So if you

could, help us collect items and
bring them to GMA camp to
put in our auction to keep it full
of options.

Tuesday night at camp is
always national camp T-shirt
and blue jean night. I would
like to encourage everyone to
buy one of these shirts! They
are going to be awesome!!

Order forms for the shirts
can be found on our National
GMA website
www.nationalgma.com. The
cost is $12.00 and order forms
and money should be sent to
Mrs. Ruby Poteet no later than
May 15th.

We will have Afterglow again
on Wednesday night.  If you
have girls who would like to
participate with a song or skit,
please contact Amber Atkinson,
our song leader, as soon as pos-
sible at
blonde_clueless_73@yahoo.com.

I personally would like to
encourage each of you to par-
ticipate in helping us meet our
project goal.

Please bring your spare
change and give cheerfully to
our project. The officers and I
have a great camp planned so
we hope to see you all there!

Bro. Chuck Lee during devotion time.

The house party was led by
the first Vice-president, Char-
ity Lee. The houseparty began
with a skit presented by the
officers.  Following the skit,
Charity introduced the talent
presentations from the
churches that were participat-
ing.

Each officer prepared a de-
votion using a lesson from the
GMA forward steps as their
subject.  The GMAs were di-
vided into groups for their de-
votional time.  Bro. Chuck Lee
lead in the devotional time for
the adults.

On Saturday morning the
girls were able to talk (via
internet) to Sarah Hebert in
the Philippines.  Her sister,
Rebekah led in sharing Sarah’s
mission work.  The ladies were
able to have a share time and
Bro. and Mrs. Broom spoke on
their future plans as mission-
aries to Ghana.

Business was conducted and
the following project was se-
lected: one-third Nicki Prickett,
one-third Laos (Margaret
Beam and Alicia Ramshur) and
one-third general fund.  There

State GMA
Retreat
from page 6from page 6from page 6from page 6from page 6

was one petitionary letter from
Rhymes Baptist Church in
Lucedale.  The following offic-
ers were elected: President,
Kiera Robertson, 1stVice Presi-
dent, Livi Erkhart, 2nd Vice
President, Melanie Greenhaw,
Secretary, Caitlyn Dalrymple,
Corresponding Secretary,
Miranda Francis, Song Leader,
Olivia Fairley, Pianist, Mary
Cross and Historian, Tygh
Roche.  Shirlene Smith is Trea-
surer; Asst. Treasurer, Sonja
James; Ginny Kellum, adult
secretary; Blinda Lee, adult
pianist; Tyanne Roche, adult
Historian and Deloris
Compston, adult song leader.

We hope to see each of you
next year on March 17 and 18,
2012.  The theme is “Danger
Ahead”.

Free Trip for the Barnabas
Touch Ministry with EIM

by Rocky Goodwin, Director

As most everyone knows, the missions office has asked us to be
in charge of the Barnabas Touch Ministry. We are planning on a
pastors conference October 21-28 in the Philippines. Dr. Joel
Slayton will involved in the teaching. We're excited to let you know
that we are also going to have a table at the national meeting for
a drawing for a free trip for this conference in the Phillipines. So
remember to stop by our table and throw your name in the hat. You
may be the one that will be going.

And.don't forget our Shepherd BagsT trailer will there as well!
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Family Ark
Ministries

Travis Plumlee

Five Things Little Kids Need From Their Parents
Ephesians 6:4 “And ye fathers, pro-

voke not your children to wrath: but
bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord."  Nurture
means "to cause to grow" and admoni-
tion means to "ingrain in the brain".
We are to teach our children the ways
of Jesus Christ, and to create such a
home environment, that it causes
them to grow towards the Son.

Proverbs 22:6 "Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from
it."  This means train them up as God has designed
them and not the way you or the society wants them
to go. We have to die to our dreams for our children,
and raise them up with what God's will and vision is
for them.

Deuteronomy 6:7 commands parents to teach their
children the word of God with diligence and to talk
about scripture all through the day in our homes.
The greatest impact on human beings their entire
life comes from their parents.  They will be blessed or
burdened their whole life by what you do for God's
glory or what you fail to do in your flesh.

If you want your children to grow and be nour-
ished to thrive as Godly children, then as parents we
must be sure we are giving them what they need.
Children are like flowers.  Without strong roots of
faith, they wither. They need lots of water and food
to cause them to grow.

Spiritually this is the Word of God and showing
them the very nature and character of Christ. Noth-

ing will cause them to grow more than
this. Remember that parents don't pass
on lip service. They pass on a lifestyle
and a legacy. That means you can
preach all you want, but your kids will
take in how you live your life. What
kind of legacy are you giving to your
children by the way you live your life?

Little kids need focused time fromLittle kids need focused time fromLittle kids need focused time fromLittle kids need focused time fromLittle kids need focused time from
their parents.their parents.their parents.their parents.their parents.

The most important job you will ever have on this
earth is parenting. If God has blessed you with
children, then you MUST make time for them.  We
live in a hectic world with many demands on our
time.  But our children should not be seen as just
another demand on our time.  You have to invest in
your kids.  When you watch TV together, that is nice,
but it still isn't spending eye to eye, uninterrupted
time with your kids.  The TV is a diversion.

Taking your kids to sports all the time doesn't
equate to spending time with them. It is a good
parent who shows up to cheer for them. However,
remember they are out on the field and you are on
the sidelines. You are not interacting, one on one
with your kids.

Time is the greatest investment you will ever
make with them.  You have to have time each day
where you talk, look, touch and interact at a very
intimate, personal level.  Walking, talking, board
games together, puzzles, reading, eating together at
the table equals activities of quality time.  This will

help them in life more than a college education.

Little kids needLittle kids needLittle kids needLittle kids needLittle kids need
encouragement from their parents.encouragement from their parents.encouragement from their parents.encouragement from their parents.encouragement from their parents.

This is not praise. Praise and encouragement are
two different things.  We can create praise addicts
who try and constantly do things to get noticed and
praised.  They can get too much of that. Encourage-
ment is positive reinforcement for the behavior you
like to see in your kids.  "Thank you for studying
without my having to ask you to do so.  Thank you for
picking up your shoes out
of the floor. Thank you for
playing with your sibling
so nicely without fight-
ing. I really appreciate
it. You are starting to re-
ally grow up and be a big
boy/girl now."  " I would
be very happy if you
would go and apolo-
gize for
what

you just said."
Whatever behavior you want to see more of; give

attention to them for that. Also, encourage them
with task. School.  Scripture memorization. Chores.
Help them to feel good about whatever work they are
doing.  Always encourage their hearts, and avoid
discouraging your kid by calling them names.   Don't
wound their heart.

Little kids need unconditionalLittle kids need unconditionalLittle kids need unconditionalLittle kids need unconditionalLittle kids need unconditional
love and forgiveness from parents.love and forgiveness from parents.love and forgiveness from parents.love and forgiveness from parents.love and forgiveness from parents.

You may think that is easy, but it is more challeng-
ing when you apply it to every day life.  If they bring
home bad grades, you can discipline them with more
structured studying if they are capable of making
better grades, but you should still hug them and love
them and express it. Otherwise, they think that love
depends upon how well the perform. It doesn't.  Even
when they mess up, you still love them and always
will forgive them. Tell them you forgive them. You
love them always regardless of behavior. Tell them
and show them.

Little kids need mercy with mistakes from parents.Little kids need mercy with mistakes from parents.Little kids need mercy with mistakes from parents.Little kids need mercy with mistakes from parents.Little kids need mercy with mistakes from parents.
All kids make mistakes. That is how they learn.

All inventors failed before they found success.  While
kids must be disciplined, there are some times when
they are just developing in a normal area for kids
their age. They mess up. Let them. Show mercy. Tell
them that is okay, try again. Or say next time, you
can do it this way.  If you always make them feel bad
for mistakes, they will drop out of trying or become
obsessive perfectionist.

Little kids need discipline from their parents.Little kids need discipline from their parents.Little kids need discipline from their parents.Little kids need discipline from their parents.Little kids need discipline from their parents.
"Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child; but

the rod of correction shall drive it far from him."
Proverbs 22:15. Disciplining children doesn't guar-
antee model children, but it does guarantee parents
are obeying scripture.  Finally, always see your kids
as gifts from God.  Psalm 127:3

- Gospel Concert -- Gospel Concert -- Gospel Concert -- Gospel Concert -- Gospel Concert -
You are invited

to come and hear
Stubborn LoveStubborn LoveStubborn LoveStubborn LoveStubborn Love

In Concert
First Baptist Church

Bay Springs, Mississippi
Sunday, April 17th at 6:00 p.m.
A love offering will be received

100% pro-Muslim ...
100% anti-Islam
OneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNowOneNewsNow - An Egyptian-born Christian had his
freedom of speech squelched after an Ohio school
district bowed to pressure from groups that he not be
allowed to speak at a tea party event on school
property.

Usama Dakdok was raised by a Baptist minister
and accepted the Lord Jesus Christ as his Savior at
age 11. He later moved to the U.S. where he founded
The Straight Way of Grace Ministry in 2001. Dakdok
says he is very familiar with Islamic repression,
having witnessed it first-hand growing up in Egypt.

According to the Mansfield News Journal, he was
scheduled to address an event sponsored by the
Mansfield North Central Ohio Tea Party Associa-
tion at the local high school. But the event had to be
moved to a private office building following com-
plaints from the NAACP and the Islamic Society of
Mansfield.

Dakdok says those groups labeled him "racist" for
wanting to tell the truth about Islam.

"I'm not a white guy! I'm an African. My father and
my mother are both Egyptian. I'm 100-percent Afri-
can," he exclaims. "So for somebody to call me a
racist, that means he is literally stupid."

The ministry leader explains that he is anti-Islam,
not anti-Muslim. "I personally believe there's no
such a thing as moderate Muslims because of the
simple fact that there is no moderate Islam," he tells
OneNewsNow. "I am 100-percent for Muslims -- but
I am 100-percent anti-Islam. Muslims are those who
are the victims of the religion of Islam, the followers
of this wicked cult."

The Mansfield chapter of the American Civil Lib-
erties Union has expressed disappointment that the
school district withdrew its permission for Dakdok
to speak at the school facility.

Ohio House panel OKs
pro-life Heartbeat Bill
An Ohio House committee has narrowly approved a
bill that would impose the strictest abortion limit in
the nation, outlawing the procedure at the first
detectable fetal heartbeat.

Wednesday's vote by the Health Committee on
the so-called Heartbeat Bill was 12-11. The bill
would need to be approved by the House, where its
future is uncertain.

Democrats have spoken out passionately against
the measure. One of them, Rep. Nickie Antonio,
anticipates a divisive fight all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court.

Bill supporters welcome the idea of a legal chal-
lenge. They say such a case could lead to overturning
the landmark 1973 Roe v. Wade decision legalizing
abortion.

The pro-life group Ohio Right to Life opposes the
bill. It says the legal challenge could jeopardize other
abortion limits in Ohio and expand access to legal
abortions.
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